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GUIDE REPORT DEVICE, SYSTEM
THEREOF, METHOD THEREOF, PROGRAM
FOR EXECUTING THE METHOD, AND
RECORDING MEDIUM CONTAINING THE
PROGRAM

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a guidance notifying
device for notifying a traffic condition of a mobile body, its
system, its method, a program executing the method, and a
recording medium storing the program.

BACKGROUND ART

There has been conventionally known an in-vehicle navi-
gation device that acquires traffic information (VICS data) on
traffic accidents and traffic jams etc. from a Vehicle Informa-
tion Communication System (VICS) and superimposes indi-
cations representing the traffic condition such as the traffic
accidents and the traffic jams on map information displayed
on a screen of a display unit to notify users of the traffic
condition.

As an example of such in-vehicle navigation device, there
has been known an arrangement that predicts and notifies
current and future traffic conditions with the use of statistical
traffic-jam information data obtained by statistically process-
ing the past traffic-jam information (see, for example, Patent
Document 1).

An in-vehicle navigation device disclosed in Patent docu-
ment 1 notifies statistical traffic-jam information according to
time factors such as time and day of the week based on the
statistical traffic-jam information data by superimposing the
information on map information in various expressions cor-
responding to the traffic-jam condition. With the notified time
and day of the week, users can predict current and possible
future traffic jams.

As another example, there has been known an arrangement
in which parking information is superimposed on map infor-
mation to provide notification thereof (see, for instance, Non-
patent Document 1). The arrangement disclosed in Nonpatent
Document 1 provides guidance such that, for instance, when
aparking lotis full, itis indicated in red to show unavailability
thereof, and when a parking lot has vacancy, it is indicated in
blue to show availability thereof.

[Patent Document 1] Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publica-
tion No. Hei 9-113290 (right column of page 3 to left column
of page 7).

[Nonpatent Document 1]

http://www.dvd-rakunavi.com/function/around/in-
dex.html (as of Jun. 11, 2004).

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION
Problems to be Solved by the Invention

However, with the conventional device disclosed in Patent
Document 1 described above, when travel routes to a desti-
nation are searched for, a travel route to the destination might
be set even when a traffic jam arises around the destination.
Due to the arrangement, a user might need to re-search for a
parking lot when the user arrives at the destination. In addi-
tion, in a case where the user gets involved in a traffic jam
around the destination or in a case where the user cannot find
aparking lot with vacancy even after he/she arrives at around
the destination, he/she might be late to arrive at around the
destination. Accordingly, the user has to retrieve a parking lot
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before he/she arrives at the destination to avoid the traffic jam.
Therefore, a device capable of supporting more proper travel
has been desired.

An object of the present invention is to provide a guidance
notifying device capable of supporting a proper travel, its
system, its method, its program, and a recording medium
storing the program.

Means for Solving the Problems

A guidance notifying device according to an aspect of the
present invention includes: a map information acquirer for
acquiring map information; a current position acquirer for
acquiring current position information about a current posi-
tion of a mobile body, a destination acquirer for acquiring
destination information about a destination; a facility infor-
mation acquirer for acquiring plural pieces of facility infor-
mation about accommodating facilities that accommodate the
mobile body based on the map information; a route setting
section for setting first travel routes from the current position
to the accommodating facilities and second travel routes from
the accommodating facilities to the destination; and a notifi-
cation controller for controlling a notifier to notify one of the
accommodating facilities and at least one of the first and the
second travel routes based on the first and the second travel
routes.

A guidance notifying system according to another aspect
of'the present invention includes: a server unit that stores map
information in a storage section; and a terminal unit including
the above-described guidance notifying device of the present
invention, the terminal unit acquiring the map information
from the server unit via a network.

A guidance notifying system according to still another
aspect of the present invention includes: a terminal unit
including the above-described guidance notifying device of
the present invention; and a service server unit that is con-
nected with the terminal unit via a network, the service server
unit receiving service request information about reservation
or cancellation of reservation of services of the accommodat-
ing facilities, the service request information transmitted
from the terminal unit.

A guidance notifying method according to yet another
aspect of the present invention includes: acquiring map infor-
mation, current position information about a current position
of'a mobile body, and destination information about a desti-
nation; acquiring plural pieces of facility information about
accommodating facilities for accommodating the mobile
body based on the map information; setting a first route from
the current position to each of the accommodating facilities
and a second route from each of the accommodating facilities
to the destination; and notifying with a notifier one of the
accommodating facilities and at least one of the first travel
route and the second travel route based on the first travel route
and the second travel route.

According to further aspect of the present invention, a
guidance notifying program operates a computing unit as the
above-described guidance notifying device of the present
invention.

According to still further aspect of the present invention, a
guidance notifying program operates a computing unit to
perform the above-described guidance notifying method of
the present invention.

According to yet further aspect of the present invention, a
recording medium stores the above-described guidance noti-
fying program of the present invention in a manner readable
by a computing unit.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram schematically showing an
arrangement of a navigation device according to a first
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a conceptual diagram schematically showing a
table structure of display data of map information according
to the first embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a conceptual diagram schematically showing a
table structure of matching data of the map information
according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a conceptual diagram schematically showing a
table structure of data in a traffic condition prediction table
according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a conceptual diagram schematically showing a
table structure of data in a parking information table accord-
ing to the first embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a conceptual diagram schematically showing a
table structure of data in a public transportation information
table according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a conceptual diagram schematically showing a
table structure of data in a calendar template according to the
first embodiment;

FIG. 8 is a block diagram schematically showing an
arrangement of a processor of the navigation device accord-
ing to the first embodiment;

FIG.9is aflowchart showing route search processing in the
navigation device according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a flow chart showing parking lot search process-
ing according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram showing a display screen of
the travel route according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram showing a parking infor-
mation list displayed in selecting a parking lot according to
the first embodiment;

FIG. 13 is a block diagram schematically showing an
arrangement of a navigation system according to a second
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 14 is a block diagram schematically showing an
arrangement of a terminal unit according to the second
embodiment;

FIG. 15 is a block diagram schematically showing an
arrangement of a processor of the terminal unit according to
the second embodiment;

FIG. 16 is a block diagram schematically showing an
arrangement of a server unit according to the second embodi-
ment;

FIG. 17 is a block diagram schematically showing an
arrangement of a CPU of the server unit according to the
second embodiment; and

FIG. 18 is a block diagram schematically showing an
arrangement of a service server unit according to the second
embodiment;

FIG. 19 is a conceptual diagram schematically showing a
parking condition information table stored in a storage sec-
tion of the service server unit according to the second embodi-
ment;

FIG. 20 is a conceptual diagram schematically showing a
service content information table stored in the storage section
of the service server unit according to the second embodi-
ment;

FIG. 21 is a conceptual diagram schematically showing a
service reservation information table stored in the storage
section of the service server unit according to the second
embodiment;
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FIG. 22 is a block diagram schematically showing an
arrangement of a service server processor of the service
server unit according to the second embodiment;

FIG. 23 is a flow chart showing route search processing
according to the second embodiment;

FIG. 24 is a flow chart showing parking lot search process-
ing according to the second embodiment; and

FIG. 25 is aflowchart showing service application process-
ing according to the second embodiment.

EXPLANATION OF CODES

100 navigation device as guidance notification device

140 terminal display section as notifier

150 sound output section as notifier

191A current position acquirer

192 guidance notification controller as guidance controller,
service information acquirer, additional service infor-
mation acquirer, transportation fee information acquirer

191B destination recognizer

192B display controller also functioning as map informa-
tion acquirer

194A traffic jam condition recognizer also functioning as
traffic information recognizer, statistical traffic informa-
tion acquirer and traffic-jam-condition change recog-
nizer

194B parking condition recognizer as facility accommo-
dation condition recognizer

195A route searcher as route setting section

195C travel time computing section also functioning as
travel distance computing section and time computing
section

196 information retriever also functioning as facility infor-
mation acquirer and public transportation information
acquirer

200 navigation system as guidance notifying system

300 network

400 terminal unit

431 service application information generator as additional
service information acquirer

500 server unit

600 service server unit

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

First Embodiment

Now, a first embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to the attached drawings.

A navigation device of this embodiment is an example ofa
guidance notifying device of the present invention, which is
designed to navigate a mobile body (e.g. a vehicle) for driving
as a travel progress thereof. It should be noted that the guid-
ance notifying device of the present invention is not neces-
sarily designed to navigate a vehicle for the driving thereof,
but may be so designed to notify a traffic condition for any
type of mobile body.

[Arrangement of Navigation Device]

Referring to FIG. 1, the reference numeral 100 denotes the
navigation device as the guidance notifying device. The navi-
gation device 100 notifies guidance on a travel along with a
travel progress of a mobile body (e.g. a vehicle). The mobile
body is not limited to vehicles, but includes any type of
mobile body such as aircrafts and ships. The navigation
device 100 may be, for example, an in-vehicle unit installed in
a vehicle as a mobile body, a portable unit, a PDA (Personal
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Digital Assistant), a portable phone, a PHS (Personal Handy-
phone System) or a portable personal computer. The naviga-
tion device 100 searches for and displays information about a
current position and a destination, a route to the destination,
predetermined shops nearby, and information about services
provided by the shops based on map information stored in the
navigation device 100. As shown in FIG. 1, the navigation
device 100 has a sensor 110, a VICS (Vehicle Information
Communication System) receiver 120 as a traffic information
acquirer, a terminal input section 130, a terminal display
section 140 as a notifier, a sound output section 150 as a
notifier, a storage unit 160, a memory 170, a transmitting/
receiving section 180, a processor 190 and so on.

The sensor 110 detects the travel progress of a mobile body
(e.g.avehicle), i.e., the current position and the driving status,
and outputs the travel progress as a predetermined signal Ssc
to the processor 190. The sensor 110 typically has a GPS
(Global Positioning System) receiver (not shown) and vari-
ous sensors such as a speed sensor, an azimuth sensor and an
acceleration sensor (each not shown).

The GPS receiver receives electric navigation waves output
from a GPS satellite (not shown), which is an artificial satel-
lite, via a GPS antenna (not shown). Then, the GPS receiver
computes simulated coordinate values of the current position
based on a signal corresponding to the received electric navi-
gation waves and outputs the simulated coordinate values as
GPS data to the processor 190.

The speed sensor of the sensor 110 is arranged on the
mobile body (e.g. a vehicle) so as to detect driving speed and
actual acceleration of the vehicle based on a signal that varies
depending on travel speed or driving speed of the vehicle. The
speed sensor reads a pulse signal, a voltage value and the like
output in response to the revolution of axles and wheels of the
vehicle. Then, the speed sensor outputs detection information
such as the read pulse signal and voltage value to the proces-
sor 190. The azimuth sensor is arranged on the vehicle and
provided with a so-called gyro-sensor (not shown) so as to
detect the azimuth of the vehicle, i.e., a driving direction for
which the vehicle is heading. The azimuth sensor outputs a
signal representing detection information about the detected
driving direction to the processor 190. The acceleration sen-
sor is arranged on the vehicle so as to detect the acceleration
of the vehicle in the driving direction thereof. The accelera-
tion sensor converts the detected acceleration into a sensor
output value, which is detection information such as the pulse
and the voltage, and then outputs the sensor output value to
the processor 190.

The VICS receiver 120 has a VICS antenna (not shown)
and acquires information about the traffic via the VICS
antenna. More specifically, the VICS receiver 120 acquires
traffic information (hereinafter referred to as VICS data)
about traffic jams, traffic accidents, constructions, traffic con-
trols and so on from the VICS (not shown) by way of abeacon,
FM multiplex broadcasting or the like. The acquired traffic
information is output as a predetermined signal Svi to the
processor 190.

The VICS data is structured in a table typically containing
a plurality of following conceptual items formed as a single
data structure.

traffic-jam level: traffic-jammed, crowded, smooth, etc.
top position information of traffic jam
length information of traffic jam

link travel time information: travel time required for a
vehicle to pass through a VICS link (distance between inter-
sections)
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zone travel time information: travel time required for a
vehicle to pass through a predetermined zone longer than a
VICS link

information about traffic controls, causes thereof, con-
trolled areas

information about vacancy of parking lot

information about service areas and parking areas

other information

The terminal input section 130, which may be a keyboard,
a mouse or the like, has various operation buttons and opera-
tion knobs (each not shown) to be used for input operations.
The operation buttons and the operation knobs are used to
input, for example, the settings for the operations of the
navigation device 100. More specifically, the operation but-
tons and the operation knobs may be used: to set the type of
information to be acquired and acquiring criteria; to set a
destination; to retrieve information; and to display the driving
status (travel progress) of the vehicle. When the settings are
input, the terminal input section 130 outputs a predetermined
signal Sin to the processor 190 so as to apply the settings. In
place of the input operation using the operation buttons and
the operation knobs, the terminal input section 130 may
employ input operation using a touch panel arranged on the
terminal display section 140, sound input operation and the
like for inputting various settings.

The terminal display section 140, under the control of the
processor 190, displays a signal Sdp representing image data
sent from the processor 190. Examples of the image data may
include image data representing map information and
retrieval information, TV image data received by a TV
receiver (not shown), image data stored in an external device
or recording media such as an optical disc, a magnetic disc or
amemory card and read by a drive or a driver, and image data
in the memory 170. The terminal display section 140 may
typically be a liquid-crystal panel, an organic EL (Electro
Luminescence) panel, a PDP (Plasma Display Panel), or a
CRT (Cathode-Ray Tube).

The sound output section 150 has an audio section such as
a speaker (not shown). The sound output section 150, under
the control of the processor 190, outputs various signals Sad
as sounds from the audio section. The various signals Sad
represent sound data etc. sent from the processor 190. Infor-
mation output as sounds, which may be the driving direction
and the driving status of the vehicle and traffic condition, are
notified to occupants such as a driver of the vehicle for navi-
gating the vehicle. The audio section may output TV sound
data received by the TV receiver and sound data stored in
recording media or the memory 170. In place of the audio
section provided to the sound output section 150, the sound
output section 150 may use an audio section equipped on the
vehicle.

The storage unit 160 readably stores map information as
shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, a traffic condition prediction table 10
as shown in FIG. 4, a parking information table 20 as shown
in FIG. 5, public transportation information as shown in FIG.
6, etc. The storage unit 160 may include drives or drivers for
readably storing data on recording medium such as a HD
(Hard Disk), a DVD (Digital Versatile Disc), an optical disc
and a memory card.

The map information includes display data VM, which is
so-called POI (Point Of Interest) data as shown in FIG. 2,
matching data MM as shown in FIG. 3, route-search map data
and the like.

The display data VM includes, for example, plural pieces
of display mesh information VMx, each having a unique
number. To be more specific, the display data VM is divided
into the plural pieces of display mesh information VMx, each
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relating to an area. The display data VM is constituted from
the plural pieces of display mesh information VMx continu-
ously arranged in a matrix form. The display mesh informa-
tion VMx may be further divided into plural pieces of display
mesh information VMXx to be contained in a lower layer, each
relating to a smaller area. Each display mesh information
VMXx has a rectangular shape with each side thereof having a
predetermined length, which is reduced relative to the actual
geographic length according to the map scale. A predeter-
mined corner thereof contains absolute coordinates ZP in the
whole map information, e.g., a global map.

The display mesh information VMXx is, for instance, con-
stituted from name information VMxA such as intersection
names, road information VMxB and background information
VMxC. The name information VMXA is data structured in a
table for arranging and displaying miscellaneous element
data (e.g. intersection name, town name) contained in an area
at a predetermined position with reference to a positional
relationship based on the absolute coordinates ZP. The road
information VMxB is data structured in a table for arranging
and displaying road element data (e.g. road) contained in an
area at a predetermined position with reference to a positional
relationship based on the absolute coordinates ZP. The back-
ground information VMXC is data structured in a table for
arranging and displaying miscellaneous element data (e.g.
mark and image information representing famous spots and
buildings) at a predetermined position with reference to a
positional relationship based on the absolute coordinates ZP.

The matching data MM, just like the display data VM, is
divided into plural pieces of matching mesh information
MMZx, each having a unique number and relating to an area.
The matching data MM is constituted from the plural pieces
of matching mesh information MMx continuously arranged
in a matrix form. Each matching mesh information MMx has
a rectangular shape with each side thereof having a predeter-
mined length, which is reduced relative to the actual geo-
graphic length according to the map scale. A predetermined
corner thereof contains absolute coordinates ZP in the whole
map information, e.g., a global map.

The matching data MM is used for map matching process-
ing for correcting the displayed information to locate a mark
representing the vehicle on a road, when the travel progress of
the vehicle is superposed on the map information. This pro-
cessing prevents such errors in which the mark representing
the vehicle is displayed on a building instead of the road. The
matching data MM has plural pieces of link string block
information.

As shown in FIG. 3, the link string block information is
data structured in a table so that a plurality of links L are
mutually associated according to a predetermined rule. The
link L as segment information represents a road and connects
nodes N as the point information representing points. Spe-
cifically, the links [ each corresponding to a predetermined
length of a road are mutually connected to form polygonal
lines (i.e. link strings), which represent continuous roads such
as Koshu street and Ome street. Each link [ has segment-
specific information (hereafter referred to as a link ID) as a
unique number assigned to each link [, and node information
as a unique number indicating two nodes N connected by the
link L. Each link L is associated with a VICS link to match the
positional relationship between the VICS data and the dis-
played map.

Each node N represents a joint point such as an intersec-
tion, a corner, a fork, a junction or the like of each road.
Information about the node N has point-specific information
as a unique number assigned to each node N in the link string
block information, coordinate information of the position
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where each node N is located, and flag information as branch-
ing information describing whether or not the node N repre-
sents a branching position (e.g. intersection, fork) where a
plurality of links are crossed. Some nodes N only have the
point-specific information and the coordinate information
without the flag information for simply representing the
shape of a road, and some nodes N additionally have attribute
information representing the road structure such as width of a
tunnel or a road. The nodes N without the flag information for
simply representing the road shapes are not used when a
coordinate matching section 193B (which will be described
later) identifies a point.

Further, the link string block information of the matching
data MM is associated with information about the road struc-
ture that describes, for example, the number of lanes, whether
it is a main line or not, whether it is a national road or a state
road, a road type such as a toll road, a tunnel structure and the
like. Based on the information about the road structure, roads
can be displayed on a map corresponding to the display data
VM.

The route-search map information is structured in a table,
which is similar to that of the matching data MM, including
point information for representing points such as the nodes N
for representing roads, and segment information for connect-
ing points such as the links .. The information is so structured
to represent roads for searching for a travel route.

The traffic condition prediction table 10, which includes
statistical traffic information obtained by statistically pro-
cessing the past traffic conditions based on time factors, is a
data group for showing traffic conditions in the past at an
arbitrary spot. The traffic condition prediction table 10 is used
to predict a traffic-jam condition at route search processing
and at processing for displaying a map or to predict vacancy
of a parking lot as an accommodating facility. The traffic
condition prediction table 10, as shown in FIG. 4, is structured
in a table storing a plurality of records, each single record
containing a date-classification ID (identification) 11, time-
series data 127 (i representing a natural number) and the like.

The date-classification ID 11 is typically an ID number
representing a classification of date and day of the week. In
the following description, classification of date and day of the
week will be referred to as date classification. For example,
“ID1” may indicate any “workday” such as Monday to Friday
excluding legal holidays; “ID2” may indicate “Saturday”
excluding legal holidays; “ID4” may indicate “special day 17
such as a festival day of City A; “ID5” may indicate “special
day 2” such as a day when a sports meeting is held at Athletic
Ground B; “ID7” may indicate “the day before a long holi-
day” such as the day before four consecutive holidays; and
“ID 11” may indicate “the day before the end of a long
holiday” such as the third day of four consecutive holidays.
The date-classification ID 11 is not limited to the ID number,
but may be text data directly related to a day such as “work-
day”.

The time-series data 12/ is data on the tendency of the
traffic-jam condition of the traffic conditions. For example,
VICS data may be acquired from the VICS and stored for each
VICS link, and then statistically processed for, for instance,
every 10 minutes based on the time factor of the stored VICS
link (i.e. date classification) so as to be used as the time-series
data 12i. In other words, the time-series data 12i is data
representing a traffic-jam condition at a desired spot (which
might be each VICS link) for every predetermined time, such
as a length of the traffic jam, a traffic-jam condition repre-
senting a traffic-jam level, a time required for passing through
the traffic jam, vacancy of a parking lot.
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While the time-series data 12 described above is data gener-
ated by statistically processing the data for each spot based on
the time factor, it may alternatively be generated for each
facility, shop, area, city and town, road or parking lot.

The storage unit 160 typically stores retrieval information
for acquiring information of a predetermined point in the map
information. More specifically, the retrieval information
includes various information about content and guidance
such as names of states, cities and towns, regions and points,
which are units used to gradually divide the map information
into smaller areas, as well as various information about shops
as points. The retrieval information is structured in a tree
structure table so that plural pieces of item information are
hierarchically associated with each other.

In addition, the storage unit 160 stores parking information
table 20 storing various information about a parking lot. The
parking information table 20 is, as shown in FIG. 5, structured
in a list that contains plural pieces of parking information 21.
The parking information 21 is a single data structure in which
aparking ID 22, parking name information 23, location infor-
mation 24, detailed-parking-service information 25 and the
like are mutually associated.

The parking ID 22 is information for identifying each
parking lot. The parking ID 22 is individually assigned to
each parking lot. Based on the parking 1D 22, it is determined
to which parking vacancy information about the vacancy
received by the VICS receiver 120 is related.

The parking name information 23 is information related to
a name of a parking lot. The parking name information 23 is
referred to when, for instance, the name of the parking lot is
displayed on the terminal display section 140.

The location information 24 is information related to a
location of a parking lot. The location information 24 con-
tains, for instance, coordinate information of a location of a
parking lot in the map information. When the location of the
parking lot is displayed on the terminal display section, an
indication of the parking lot is superimposed on the map
information based on the location information 24. Note that,
although an example in which the location information 24
contains the coordinate information in the map information is
shown above, the arrangement is not limited thereto. The
location information 24 may alternatively contain an address
of a parking lot, or a latitude and a longitude thereof.

The detailed-parking-service information 25 is informa-
tion about detailed content of a service provided by a parking
lot. The detailed-parking-service information 25 contains ser-
vice information and additional service information that is
additionally provided when the vehicle is parked in the park-
ing lot. The service information contains information about
services provided by the parking lot such as the number of
parking spaces and parking fee of the parking lot, and whether
or not the parking lot provides a reservation service. The
additional service information is about services provided to
users who park their vehicles in the parking lot such as “cour-
tesy ticket discount of event site”, “coupon ticket between
stations A and B” and “discount ticket for shop D, and about
reservation of the parking lot

The storage unit 160 stores a public transportation infor-
mation table 30 containing various information about public
transportations. The public transportation information table
30 is structured in, as shown in FIG. 6, a table that contains
plural pieces of public transportation information 31. The
public transportation information 31 is a single data structure
in which public transportation name information 32, time-
table information 33, boarding/alighting zone information 34
and the like are mutually associated.
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The public transportation name information 32 is informa-
tion related to a name of a public transportation. The public
transportation name information 32 contains, for instance, a
company name or a line name such as “Railway OO, Line
AA” of each public transportation. Note that the public trans-
portation may include subways, busses, ships, airplanes and
the like in addition to the railways.

The timetable information 33 is information related to a
departure timetable of a public transportation. The timetable
information 33 may contain a departure timetable for each
boarding/alighting zone as a boarding/alighting spot of the
public transportation, or may contain an arrival time at each
boarding/alighting zone for each public vehicle.

The boarding/alighting zone information 34 is information
about a boarding/alighting zone of a public transportation
such as stations of railways and subways and bus stops. The
boarding/alighting zone information 34 contains, for
instance, coordinate information of a location of a boarding/
alighting zone in the map information. When the location of
the boarding/alighting zone such as a railway station is dis-
played on the terminal display section, an indication of the
boarding/alighting zone is superimposed on the map infor-
mation based on the boarding/alighting zone information 34.
Note that, although an example in which the boarding/alight-
ing zone information 34 contains the coordinate information
in the map information is shown above, the arrangement is not
limited thereto. The boarding/alighting zone information 34
may contain an address of a boarding/alighting zone, or a
latitude and a longitude thereof.

The boarding/alighting zone information 34 also contains
whether or not the boarding/alighting zone is transitable to
another public transportation. For instance, when a transit
from Line B to Line C can be made at Station A, the boarding/
alighting zone information 34 of Station A contains informa-
tion indicating that Station A is a transitable station between
Line B and Line C. The boarding/alighting zone information
34 further contains information about travel cost required for
traveling between boarding/alighting zones, i.e., transporta-
tion fee.

The memory 170 readably stores the settings that are input
by the terminal input section 130, music data and image data
as well as a plurality of calendar templates 40 as shown in
FIG.7. The memory 170 also stores various programs that run
on the OS (Operating System) controlling the whole opera-
tion of the navigation device 100. The memory 170 may
preferably be a CMOS (Complementary Metal-Oxide Semi-
conductor) memory that retains the stored data even in the
case of, for instance, a sudden power interruption caused by a
blackout. The memory 170 may include drives or drivers for
readably storing data on recording media such as a HD, a
DVD, and an optical disc.

The calendar template 40 is a template representing a date
classification of each date. More specifically, the calendar
template 40 is structured in a table structure storing plural
pieces of table data for every month, typically twelve pieces
of'table data. Each table data has a plurality of records, each
containing date information about date, classification ID
numbers associated with respective dates of the date infor-
mation.

The classification ID number is identical to one of the
date-classification IDs 11 in the traffic condition prediction
table 10 and indicates the date classification of the date speci-
fied by the date information. For example, Friday 5th is clas-
sified as “workday” associated with “ID1”, and Monday 15th
is classified as “legal holiday” associated with “ID3”. The
classification ID number of the calendar template 40 can be
changed by the processor 190 if necessary. The classification
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1D number is not limited to numerical values, but may alter-
natively be a text data (e.g. “workday”) corresponding to the
date-classification ID in the traffic condition prediction table
10.

The transmitting/receiving section 180 transmits and
receives various information via a network. The transmitting/
receiving section 180 communicates via a network with a
service server device (not shown) provided at a parking lot.
Specifically, the transmitting/receiving section 180 recog-
nizes the additional service information of the detailed-park-
ing-service information 25 of the parking information 21 and
transmits to the service server device information for apply-
ing for various additional services provided by the parking lot
via the network. The transmitting/receiving section 180
receives from the service server device service application
completing information indicating that the application of the
additional service has been completed.

The processor 190 has various input/output ports (not
shown) including a VICS receiving port connected to a VICS
antenna, a GPS receiving port connected to a GPS receiver,
sensor ports respectively connected to various sensors, a key
input port connected to the terminal input section 130, a
display control port connected to the terminal display section
140, a sound control port connected to the sound output
section 150, a storage port connected to the storage unit 160,
a memory port connected to the memory 170 and a transmit-
ting/receiving port connected to the transmitting/receiving
section 180. The processor 190 includes, as shown in F1G. 8,
various programs such as: a position recognizer 191; a guid-
ance notification controller 192 also functioning as a notifi-
cation controller, a service information acquirer, an addi-
tional service information acquirer and a transportation fee
information acquirer; a matching section 193; a traffic con-
dition recognizer 194; a route processor 195; an information
retriever 196 also functioning as a facility information
acquirer and a public transportation information acquirer; a
calendar modifier 197, a timer 198, a service application
section 199 and so on.

The position recognizer 191 recognizes position informa-
tion about positions of the vehicle and the destination based
onthe map information. The position recognizer 191 includes
a current position recognizer 191A, a destination recognizer
191B and the like.

The current position recognizer 191A recognizes the cur-
rent position of the vehicle. More specifically, the current
position recognizer 191A calculates a plurality of current
simulated positions of the vehicle on the basis of the speed
data and the azimuth data of the vehicle output respectively
from the speed sensor and the azimuth sensor of the sensor
110. The current position recognizer 191A further recognizes
the current simulated coordinate values of the vehicle based
on the GPS data on the current position output from the GPS
receiver. Then, the current position recognizer 191A com-
pares the calculated current simulated positions with the rec-
ognized current simulated coordinate values, and calculates
the current position of the vehicle on the map information
separately acquired so as to recognize the current position.

The current position recognizer 191A determines a slope
angle and an altitude of a road to drive based on the accelera-
tion data output from the acceleration sensor and calculates
the current simulated position of the vehicle so as to recognize
the current position. Thus, the current position of the vehicle
can be accurately recognized even if the vehicle is on an
intersection with an overpass or on an elevated highway
where roads are overlaid in a two-dimensional view. Further-
more, when the vehicle runs on a mountain road or a slope, the
current position recognizer 191A corrects the discrepancy
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between the travel distance obtained based only on the speed
data and the azimuth data and the actual travel distance by
using the detected slope angle of the road to accurately rec-
ognize the current position.

The current position recognizer 191A can recognize not
only the current position of the vehicle as described above but
also a departing point, i.e. an initial point set by the terminal
input section 130 as the current simulated position. Various
information acquired by the current position recognizer 191A
is appropriately stored in the memory 170.

The destination recognizer 191B typically acquires the
destination information about the destination set by the input
operation at the terminal input section 130 and recognizes the
position of the destination. The destination information to be
set includes various information for specifying a spot, which
might be coordinates such as latitude and longitude,
addresses, telephone numbers and the like. Such destination
information recognized by the destination recognizer 191B is
appropriately stored in the memory 170.

The guidance notification controller 192 reads the various
information stored in the memory 170 and controls the ter-
minal display section 140 and the sound output section 150 to
provide guidance. The various information stored in the
memory 170 may include, for instance, the current position
information, the destination information, the parking infor-
mation 21 and the public transportation information 31 that
are processed by the processor 190 and stored in the memory
170. The guidance notification controller 192 includes a guid-
ance notifier 192A, a display controller 192B as a map infor-
mation acquirer, and the like.

The guidance notifier 192A notifies guidance stored in the
memory 170 by an image display using the terminal display
section 140 or by sound using the sound output section 150
based on travel route information and feature guidance infor-
mation acquired in advance according to the driving status.
The guidance is related to the travel of the vehicle, which may
be the content for assisting the drive of the vehicle. Specifi-
cally, for instance, a certain arrow or symbol may be dis-
played in a display screen of the terminal display section 140,
or guidance such as “Turn right in 700 meters at intersection
OO toward AA”, “You have deviated from the travel route.”
and “Traffic-jam ahead” is output by sound from the sound
output section 150.

The display controller 192B appropriately controls the ter-
minal display section 140 to display the various information
thereon. The display controller 192B also controls display of
various display screens for prompting the user to operate the
terminal input section 130 so as to set various information.

The matching section 193 controls the map information
and performs matching processing for superimposing the
current position and other points on the map information. The
matching section 193 includes a map matching section 193 A,
the coordinate matching section 193B and the like.

The map matching section 193 A performs the map match-
ing processing for displaying the current position recognized
by the current position recognizer 191A based on the map
information obtained from the storage unit 160. As described
earlier, the map matching section 193A typically uses the
matching data MM for performing the map matching pro-
cessing to modify or correct the current position information
to prevent the current position superimposed on the map on
the terminal display section 140 from being located off the
road in the map on the terminal display section 140.

The coordinate matching section 193B performs the coor-
dinate matching processing for determining whether or not
point information about nodes N contained in the matching
data MM of the map information acquired from the storage
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unit 160 indicate an identical point. In other words, as
described earlier, the coordinate matching section 193B
acquires point information of nodes N contained in the
matching data MM and reads the coordinate information of
the point information. More specifically, the coordinate
matching section 193B calculates the coordinate values such
as the latitude and the longitude based on the coordinate
values of the coordinate information and the offset amount. If
different nodes N have identical coordinate values, it reads
the flag information of the point information of the nodes N to
determine whether the nodes N represent the identical point.
When determining that the nodes N are identical, the coordi-
nate matching section 193B recognizes a road arrangement in
which the links L respectively connected to the nodes N and
contained in the different link string block information are
crossed with each other, and thus considers as, for example,
an intersection. When, on the other hand, determining that the
nodes N are not identical, the coordinate matching section
193B recognizes a road arrangement in which the links L.
respectively connected to the nodes N and contained in the
different link string block information are not crossed with
each other, and thus considers as, for example, a multi-level
intersection.

The traffic condition recognizer 194 recognizes the traffic
condition based on various VICS data output from the VICS
receiver and various data acquired from the traffic condition
prediction table 10 and the parking information table 20. The
traffic condition recognizer 194 includes a traffic-jam condi-
tion recognizer 194 A also functioning as a traffic information
recognizer, a statistical traffic information acquirer and a
traffic-jam-condition change recognizer and a parking condi-
tion recognizer 1948 as a facility accommodation condition
recognizer.

The traffic-jam condition recognizer 194 A generates cur-
rent traffic-jam information about traffic jams that are cur-
rently present. More specifically, the traffic-jam condition
recognizer 194A appropriately acquires VICS data from
VICS output from the VICS receiver 120. Then, based on the
acquired VICS data, the traffic-jam condition recognizer
194 A generates current traffic-jam information about the traf-
fic jams that are currently present in an area including, for
example, the current position and the destination or in a
predetermined area around the current position.

Additionally, the traffic-jam condition recognizer 194A
obtains an estimated arrival time as an estimated time to arrive
at an arbitrary spot on the route to the destination. For
instance, the traffic-jam condition recognizer 194A obtains
an estimated arrival time as an estimated time to arrive at an
arbitrary spot on the route to the destination. Then, based on
the obtained estimated arrival time, a preset scheduled time,
the time-series data 12, etc., the traffic-jam condition recog-
nizer 194A generates traffic-jam prediction information
about predictions of the traffic jam that may arise at the
arbitrary spot before arriving at the destination or at the preset
scheduled time.

More specifically, the traffic-jam condition recognizer
194 A recognizes the classification ID number of the date for
which prediction of traffic-jam condition will be performed
on the basis of the time information acquired from the timer
198 and the calendar template 40. Then, the traffic-jam con-
dition recognizer 194 A retrieves and acquires the time-series
data 12; for the area corresponding to the recognized classi-
fication ID number and including the current position and the
destination from the traffic condition prediction table 10.
After that, based on the current traffic-jam information and a
current time acquired from the timer 198, the trafficsjam
condition recognizer 194A calculates an estimated arrival
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time to arrive at a desired spot on a candidate travel route
specified by candidate travel route information (which will be
described later) generated by a route processor 195.

The estimated arrival time may be calculated with, for
instance, a method below. Firstly, the distance to a desired
spot on the candidate travel route is recognized based on the
candidate travel route information, and the time required to
travel the recognized distance is calculated based on the cur-
rent traffic-jam information. Subsequently, the estimated
arrival time is calculated on the basis of the calculated
required time and the current time. Then, the traffic-jam pre-
diction information is generated based on the time-series data
12i and the estimated arrival time.

The parking condition recognizer 194B generates current
parking condition information about the current vacancy of
the parking lot. Specifically, the parking condition recognizer
194 appropriately acquires VICS data from VICS output from
the VICS receiver 120, and based on, for instance, informa-
tion about vacancy of a parking lot contained in the acquired
VICS data, and generates the current parking condition infor-
mation about the current vacancy of the parking lot.

The parking condition recognizer 194B generates parking
vacancy prediction information about predicted vacancy of a
parking lot around the destination. For instance, the parking
condition recognizer 194B calculates an estimated arrival
time to arrive at a desired parking lot. Then, the parking
condition recognizer 194B predicts the vacancy of the park-
ing lot based on the estimated arrival time at the parking lot,
a preset scheduled time and change over time of the vacancy
of'the parking lot contained in the time-series data 12/ in order
to generate the parking vacancy prediction information.

More specifically, the parking condition recognizer 194B
recognizes the classification ID number of the date for which
prediction of traffic-jam condition will be performed on the
basis of the time information acquired from the timer 198 and
the calendar template 40. Then, the parking condition recog-
nizer 194B retrieves and acquires the time-series data 12i for
the area corresponding to the recognized classification 1D
number and including the current position and the destination
from the traffic condition prediction table 10. After that, based
on the current parking condition information and current time
acquired from the timer 198, the parking condition recognizer
194B calculates an estimated arrival time to arrive at a desired
spot on a candidate travel route specified by candidate travel
route information (which will be described later) generated
by the route processor 195. Then, the parking vacancy pre-
diction information is generated based on the time-series data
12i and the estimated arrival time.

The route processor 195 performs processing about set-
tings of the travel route to the destination or to a predeter-
mined point. The route processor 195 includes a route
searcher 195A as a route setting section, a travel setting
section 195B, a travel time computing section 195C also
functioning as a travel distance computing section and a time
computing section, and the like.

The route searcher 195A searches for a travel route by
computing the driving route of the vehicle based on the set-
ting information that is set by the user for setting the route as
well as the map information stored in the storage unit 160.
The route searcher 195A can compute the travel route by
taking into account the current traffic-jam information and the
traffic-jam prediction information generated by the traffic jam
condition recognizer 194A when the processor 190 recog-
nizes traffic jam prediction request information requesting a
travel route search that takes into account the current traffic
jam information and the traffic jam prediction information.
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More specifically, if the setting information does not con-
tain the traffic-jam prediction request information, the route
processor 195 acquires the current position, the destination,
the setting information and the current traffic-jam informa-
tion. Then, based on the acquired information, the route pro-
cessor 195 searches for available roads, where for example
traffic is allowed, using the route-search map information of
the map information, and generates travel route information
for setting a route with a shorter required time, a route with a
shorter distance, a route without traffic jams and traffic con-
trols and the like.

If, on the other hand, the setting information contains the
traffic-jam prediction request information, the route proces-
sor 195 acquires the current position, the destination, the
setting information and the current trafficsjam information.
Then, based on the acquired information, the route processor
195 generates candidate travel route information for setting
candidate routes such as a route with shorter travel time, a
route with shorter travel distance and a route without traffic
jams and traffic controls. The route processor 195 then
acquires the current traffic-jam information and the traffic-
jam prediction information and reduces the number of the
candidate routes contained in the candidate travel route infor-
mation based on the acquired information, thereby generating
travel route information for setting a route etc.

In the travel route search, the route processor 195 might use
the matching data MM of the map information in addition to
the route-search map information. This applies to, for
instance, a case where the route processor 195 searches for
the travel route including a narrow road such as a back street
which is not contained in the route-search map information.
When the matching data MM is used, the route is appropri-
ately searched for according to the road arrangement recog-
nized by the coordinate matching section 193B. The travel
route information typically includes route guidance informa-
tion for navigating the vehicle during the drive thereof for
assisting the drive. Under the control of the guidance notifier
192A, the route guidance information may be appropriately
displayed on the terminal display section 140 or output as
sounds from the sound output section 150 to assist the drive.

The route searcher 195A takes into account the trafficsjam
prediction information to compute an estimated arrival posi-
tion of the vehicle at every predetermine time period (e.g. 30
minutes) required for the vehicle to travel on the travel route,
using information from the sensor 110 and the map informa-
tion. Specifically, the route searcher 195A computes a travel
distance during the predetermined time period from informa-
tion about legal speed included in the map information, and
recognizes the estimated arrival position based on the com-
puted travel distance and using the matching data MM of the
map information. The estimated position information about
the estimated arrival position is appropriately stored in the
memory 170.

The travel setting section 1958 sets a travel means from the
parking lot to the destination For instance, when the parking
lot is located near the destination, a travel means from the
parking lot to the destination is set to walk, which is readably
stored as travel means information in the memory 170. When
there is a bicycle rental or a taxi terminal near the parking lot,
a bicycle rental or a taxi as travel means from the parking lot
to the destination are additionally stored in the memory as
travel means information.

When there is a public transportation having a boarding/
alighting zone near the destination and another boarding/
alighting zone near the parking lot, a travel means from the
parking lot to the another boarding/alighting zone near the
parking lot is set. In this case also, when there is a travel
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means such as a bicycle rental in addition to the walk, such
travel means is stored in the memory 170 as travel means
information. Likewise, a travel means from the boarding/
alighting zone near the destination to the destination is set and
stored as travel means information.

The travel time computing section 195C computes a travel
distance of the travel route set by the route searcher 195A
based on the map information. The travel time computing
section 195C computes a travel time required for traveling on
the travel route based on the travel distance. At this time, the
travel time computing section 195C recognizes the travel
means set by the travel setting section 195B to compute a
travel time for each travel means. Specifically, when
“vehicle” and “walk” are stored as the travel means, travel
times that are required for traveling by the travel means of
“vehicle” and “walk™ are computed. Note that a travel speed
for the travel means is preset. For example, the travel speed
may be set as follows: 60 kilometers per hour for “vehicle”;
90 kilometers per hour for “vehicle” traveling on a highway;
3 kilometers per hour for “walk”, based on which the travel
time is computed.

The travel time computing section 195C computes an esti-
mated parking arrival time to arrive at the parking lot and an
estimated destination arrival time to arrive at the destination
based on the computed travel time and the current time rec-
ognized by the timer 198. The travel time computing section
195C readably stores in the memory 170 travel distance infor-
mation about the travel distance, travel time information
about the travel time, estimated parking arrival time informa-
tion and estimated destination arrival time information.

The information retriever 196 hierarchically retrieves and
acquires the parking information or the retrieval information
such as shops and facilities stored in the storage unit 160 on
the basis of the item information in response to, for example,
a retrieval request for the retrieval information set at the
terminal input section 130.

When a request for retrieving a parking lot is set by the user
operating the terminal input section 130 upon recognizing the
destination information with the destination recognizer
191B, the information retriever 196 retrieves a parking lot
near the destination. Specifically, the information retriever
196 acquires the destination information about the destina-
tion and recognizes position information of the destination.
Then, the information retriever 196 reads the parking infor-
mation table 20 and acquires parking information 21 that
contains location information 24 indicating a location within
a predetermined distance from the destination in order to
generate parking candidate information. The parking candi-
date information contains the travel means information
acquired by the travel setting section 195B, the travel distance
information computed by the travel time computing section
195C, the travel time information, the estimated parking
arrival time information and the estimated destination arrival
time information and the like in addition to the parking infor-
mation 21.

The information retriever 196 retrieves a position of the
destination, a location of a parking lot near the destination and
a position of a boarding/alighting zone such as a station of a
train that is available near the destination based on the desti-
nation information, the parking information table 20 and the
public transportation information 31. The information
retriever 196 then retrieves another boarding/alighting zone
on a line of the public transportation and another transitable
public transportation based on the boarding/alighting zone
information 34 of the public transportation information 31.
Then, the information retriever 196 retrieves a parking lot
near the boarding/alighting zones of these public transporta-
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tions. The information retriever 196 acquires parking infor-
mation 21 and generates parking candidate information for
the retrieved parking lot as described above, the parking can-
didate information readably stored in the memory 170.

The calendar modifier 197 appropriately updates the cal-
endar template 40 stored in the memory 170 on the basis of
modifications set by the user. More specifically, the calendar
modifier 197 recognizes various information set by the input
operations of the user at the terminal input section 130. This
information may include date information for specifying date
and event information about events such as festivals and
sports meeting. Then, the calendar modifier 197 recognizes
the date specified by the date information, and also recognizes
the classification ID number associated with the event infor-
mation. The classification ID number may be typically rec-
ognized as follows. The date classification is determined
based on the set event information, and the classification 1D
number is recognized based on the determined date classifi-
cation. If, for example, the event information relates to a
sports meeting to be held at Athletic Ground B, the date
classification is determined as “special day 27, and the clas-
sification ID number is recognized as “ID5” based on the
“special day 2”. Ifthe event information relates to the last day
of five consecutive holidays, the date classification is recog-
nized as “the last day of a long holiday” and the classification
ID number as “ID 10” based on the “last day of a long
holiday”. Then, the calendar modifier 197 appropriately
modifies the calendar template 40 on the basis of the recog-
nized date and the classification ID number.

The timer 198 recognizes the current time typically based
on a reference pulse of an internal clock. Then, the timer 198
appropriately outputs time information about the recognized
current time.

The service application section 199 performs processing
for applying for an additional service or the like. Specifically,
the service application section 199 acquires additional ser-
vice information of detailed-parking-service information 25
of the parking information 21. Next, the service application
section 199 generates information for prompting the user to
select whether to receive the additional service information
contained in the detailed-parking-service information 25,
which is displayed on the terminal display section 140 to be
notified to the user. Then, when information for applying for
the additional service is input by the user’s input operation,
the service application section 199 generates service applica-
tion information and transmits from the transmitting/receiv-
ing section 180 to, for instance, a service server unit manag-
ing the parking lot. Then, upon receiving information
indicating that service application is completed from the ser-
vice application section, the service application section 199
displays the information on the terminal display section 140
to notify the completion of the service application.

[Operation of Navigation Device]

Now, the operation of the navigation device 100 will be
described with reference to the drawings.

(Route Search Processing)

Now, the route search processing as one of the operations
of'the navigation device 100 will be described with reference
to FIGS. 9 to 12.

Firstly as shown in FIG. 9, the user operates the terminal
input section 130 to set a command for route search process-
ing. When the processor 190 recognizes the set command for
the route search processing (Step S101), the processor 190
displays a screen on the terminal display section 140 for
prompting the user to set various information necessary for
travel route search such as the destination, the setting infor-
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mation about the preference for shortest travel distance or
shortest travel time and the necessity of traffic-jam prediction.

When the processor 190 recognizes the various informa-
tion necessary for the travel route search, the current position
recognizer 191 A recognizes the current position (Step S102)
and the destination recognizer 191B recognizes the set desti-
nation (Step S103). Specifically, the current position recog-
nizer 191A calculates the current position of the vehicle based
on the speed data and the azimuth data of the vehicle respec-
tively output from the speed sensor and the azimuth sensor of
the sensor 110 and the GPS data about the current position
output from the GPS receiver, and acquires the current posi-
tion information. The acquired current position information is
appropriately stored in the memory 170.

The processor 190 controls the terminal display section
140 to display a screen for prompting the user to set the
destination with the input operation at the terminal input
section 130. Then, when the user sets the destination by
operating the terminal input section 130 following the
instructions on the display screen, the destination recognizer
191B acquires the destination information about the set des-
tination. The acquired destination information is appropri-
ately stored in the memory 170.

If the user requests to acquire point information about a
point of the destination in the step of inputting the destination
by operating the terminal input section 130, the user operates
the terminal input section 130 so as to request the retrieval
information of the point following the instructions on the
screen displayed on the terminal display section 140. In
response to the retrieval request for the retrieval information
of the point, the processor 190 operates the information
retriever 196 to hierarchically retrieve the retrieval informa-
tion about the destination from the mesh information at the
lower layers for each area, typically using the map informa-
tion MP and acquire the retrieval information associated with
the point of the destination from the storage unit 160. Then,
the processor 190 controls the terminal display section 140 to
display the acquired retrieval information.

If the retrieval information requires to display map infor-
mation of a predetermined area containing the destination or
if the user who has recognized the retrieval information oper-
ates the terminal input section 130 to display a predetermined
area, the processor 190 appropriately controls the terminal
display section 140 to display the display mesh information
VMXx for the corresponding area. After the desired map infor-
mation is displayed on the terminal display section 140 in this
way, the user specifies the point information of the destination
by appropriately setting the point of the destination with the
input operation at the terminal input section 130, for example,
by moving the cursor displayed on the map on the screen.
When the point information is specified in this way, the des-
tination recognizer 191B of the processor 190 recognizes the
point information of the destination as the destination infor-
mation and stores it in the memory 170.

The processor 190 controls the terminal display section
140 to display a screen for prompting the user to input the
settings, i.e., criteria for the travel route search. When the user
inputs the settings by operating the terminal input section 130
following the instruction on the display screen, the processor
190 acquires the setting information about the settings that
have been input (Step S104). The acquired setting informa-
tion is appropriately stored in the memory 170.

Thereafter, the processor 190 acquires time information
from the timer 198 to recognize the current date from the
acquired time information. Then, The processor 190 acquires
the calendar template 40 from the memory 170, and then
retrieves and recognizes the classification ID number of the
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recognized date based on the acquired calendar template 40.
The processor 190 also acquires the current position informa-
tion and the destination information stored in the memory 170
and recognizes the current position and the destination. Then,
the trafficjam condition recognizer 194A retrieves and
acquires the time-series data 12 corresponding to the recog-
nized classification ID number and containing the current
position and the destination from the traffic condition predic-
tion table 10 stored in the storage unit 160 (Step S105).

Then, the processor 190 generates the current trafficsjam
information with the traffic-jam condition recognizer 194A
and appropriately stores it in the memory 170. Then, the route
processor 195 of the processor 190 acquires the current posi-
tion information, the destination information and the setting
information from the memory 170. Based on the acquired
various information, the route processor 190 detects a plural-
ity of travel routes and selects some of the travel routes on the
basis of the acquired setting information to generate candi-
date travel route information about a plurality of candidate
travel routes that meet the requirements of the user.

Thereafter, the traffic jam condition recognizer 194A ofthe
processor 190 acquires the current traffic jam information
from the memory 170 and the current time and day from the
timer 198. Then, based on the acquired current traffic jam
information and the current time and day, the traffic jam
condition recognizer 194A estimates the estimated arrival
time to arrive at an arbitrary spot on the respective candidate
travel routes contained in the candidate travel route informa-
tion generated by the route processor 195. Then, the traffic-
jam condition recognizer 194A predicts the traffic jam con-
dition at the arbitrary spot on the respective candidate travel
routes at the estimated arrival time on the basis of the time-
series data 12/ acquired in Step S105 and generates traffic jam
prediction information about the predicted traffic jam condi-
tion.

The route processor 195 of the processor 190 reduces the
number of the candidate travel routes of the candidate travel
route information based on the current traffic-jam informa-
tion and the traffic-jam prediction information to generate
travel route information to the destination (Step S106).

Then the processor 190 performs parking lot search pro-
cessing to acquire the parking information and the travel route
information via the parking lot (Step S107). Incidentally,
when the parking information is not acquired in Step S107,
the processor 190 may display the travel route to the destina-
tion on the terminal display section 140 and start navigation
of the travel route to the destination.

Next, the processor 190 recognizes the detailed-parking-
service information 25 of the parking information 21
acquired in Step S107 and stored in the memory 170 (Step
S108). Then, the service information contained in this
detailed-parking-service information and the additional ser-
vice information are displayed on the terminal display section
140 or notified by sound from the sound output section 150.

Then, the processor 190 acquires, from the user’s input
operation at the terminal input section 130, information
whether or not to apply for a service provided by the parking
(Step S109). Here, when recognizing information for not
applying for the additional service, the processor 190
acquires the matching data MM from the storage unit 160.
Then, the coordinate matching section 193B performs coor-
dinate matching processing on the acquired matching data
MM (Step S110) to recognize the arrangement of roads, i.e.,
the connection of roads, which is then stored in the memory
170. Then, under the control of the display controller 192B of
the processor 190, the terminal display section 140 superim-
poses on the acquired map information an icon indicating the
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current position of the vehicle based on the current position
information as well as the travel route information about the
travel route selected by the user, the traffic-jam prediction
information, the required-time information, the current traf-
fic-jam information and the information about the location of
the destination and the location of the parking lot, and the
sound output section 150 appropriately outputs sounds for
navigation (Step S111).

On the other hand, when acquiring information indicating
that the additional service of the parking lot is to be applied
for in Step S109, the processor 190 recognizes an additional
service to be applied for at the service application section 199
and generates service application information. Specifically,
the service application section 199 acquires the parking 1D 22
and the additional service information of the detailed-park-
ing-service information 25 from the parking information 21.
Upon checking an additional service desired by the user, the
service application section 199 generates service application
information containing identification information for identi-
fying the navigation device 100, personal information such as
a name and a contact of the applicant and the like. Then, the
service application section 199 transmits the service applica-
tion information with the parking ID for identifying the park-
ing lot from the transmitting/receiving section 180 to perform
service application processing (Step S112).

Thereafter, when information about completion of the
application of the additional service is received by the trans-
mitting/receiving section 180 (Step S113), the processor 190
notifies the completion of the application of the additional
service by displaying it on the terminal display section 140
(Step S114). Incidentally, in Step S113, when the information
about the completion of the application of the additional
service cannot be received or when the user desires to apply
for another additional service, the process returns to Step
S112 to perform the service application processing.

Thereafter, the processor 190 performs the processing of
Steps S110 and S111. Specifically, the processor 190 acquires
the matching data MM from the storage unit 160. Then, the
coordinate matching section 193B performs the coordinate
matching processing on the acquired matching data MM for
recognizing the connection of roads, which is stored in the
memory 170. Then, under the control of the display controller
192B of the processor 190, the terminal display section 140
superimposes on the acquired map information an icon indi-
cating the current position of the vehicle based on the current
position information as well as the travel route information
about the travel route selected by the user, the trafficsjam
prediction information, the required-time information, the
current traffic-jam information and information about loca-
tions of the destination and the parking lot, and the sound
output section 150 appropriately outputs sounds to perform
navigation.

(Parking Lot Selection Processing)

Now, parking lot selection processing will be described
below referring to FIGS. 10 to 12.

First, as shown in FIG. 10, the user operates the terminal
input section 130 to set a command for the parking lot selec-
tion processing. When the processor 190 recognizes the set
command for the parking lot selection processing (Step
S201), the processor 190 recognizes the current date from the
time information acquired from the timer 198, and retrieves
and recognizes the classification ID number of the recognized
date from the calendar template 40 acquired from the memory
170. Then, the trafficjam condition recognizer 194A
retrieves and acquires the time-series data 127 corresponding
to the recognized classification ID number and containing the

36



US 7,860,647 B2

21

current position and the destination from the traffic-jam con-
dition prediction table 10 stored in the storage unit 160 (Step
S202).

Next, the information retriever 196 of the processor 190
retrieves parking lots located within a predetermined distance
(e.g., 1 kilometer radius) from the destination to acquire
parking information thereof. Specifically, the information
retriever 196 retrieves location information of a location
within the predetermined distance (e.g., 1 kilometer radius)
from a position contained in the destination information and
acquires parking information 21 of the retrieved location
information 24 based on the parking information table 20
stored in the storage unit 160. The retrieved and acquired
parking information 21 is structured in, for instance, a list,
which is readably stored in the memory 170 as parking can-
didate information.

Thereafter, the processor 190 operates the route searcher
195A of the route processor 195 to search for first travel
routes from the current position of the vehicle to the retrieved
parking lots and obtain candidate travel route information to
the parking lots (Step S203). The processor 190 operates the
travel time computing section 195C of the route processor
195 to compute travel distances to the travel routes shown by
the candidate travel route information to the parking lots
based on the map information. Further, the travel time com-
puting section 195C computes travel times of the first travel
routes based on information about the travel speed of the
vehicle recognized by the sensor 110, the current traffic-jam
information and the traffic-jam prediction information to
acquire estimated parking arrival information about esti-
mated arrival times to arrive at the parking lots (Step S204).
Then, the processor 190 associates the candidate travel route
information to the parking lot, the travel distance information
about the travel distance and the estimated parking arrival
time information, each acquired by computation, with the
parking information, which is added to candidate parking
information.

The processor 190 operates the parking condition recog-
nizer 1948 of the traffic condition recognizer 194 to predict
vacancy of the parking lots at a predetermined time (Step
S205). Specifically, the parking condition recognizer 194B
recognizes change over time of the vacancy of'the parking lots
based on the time-series data 12:. Then, the parking condition
recognizer 194B predicts the vacancy of the parking lots at
the estimated arrival times to arrive at the parking lots, which
have been acquired in Step S204, to generate vacancy infor-
mation. The parking condition recognizer 194B then recog-
nizes the vacancy information generated in Step S205 (Step
S206), and when there is predicted to be no parking space as
the vacancy in a parking lot, the parking condition recognizer
194B predicts a wait time for a parking space based on the
time-series data 12/ and acquires wait time information (Step
S207). Then, the processor 190 associates the vacancy infor-
mation and the wait time information with the parking infor-
mation, which is added to the candidate parking information
in the memory 170.

The information retriever 196 of the processor 190
retrieves a boarding/alighting zone of the public transporta-
tion near the destination (Step S208). Specifically, the infor-
mation retriever 196 retrieves a boarding/alighting zone of a
public transportation near the destination based on the public
transportation information 31.

When there is no boarding/alighting zone of the public
transportation near the destination, the route searcher 195A of
the processor 190 searches for second travel routes from the
parking lots to the destination and acquires candidate travel
route information (Step S209). At the same time, the travel
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setting section 195B of the processor 190 sets travel means to
the destination. Specifically, the travel setting section 195B
recognizes travel means information about travel means such
as “walk”, “bicycle” and “taxi”, which is set by the user’s
input operation.

Then, the travel time computing section 195C of the pro-
cessor 190 computes travel distances from the parking lots to
the destination based on the map information to acquire the
travel distance information. The travel time computing sec-
tion 195C computes travel times from the parking lots to the
destination based on the travel means information recognized
by the travel setting section 195B to generate estimated des-
tination arrival time information about estimated times to
arrive at the destination. The travel time computing section
195C computes travel distance information for each of the
candidate travel route information to generate estimated des-
tination arrival time information for each of the travel means
information (Step S210).

On the other hand, when it is recognized in Step S208 that
three is an available boarding/alighting zone of a public trans-
portation such as a railway station and a bus stop near the
destination, the processor 190 operates the information
retriever 196 to retrieve boarding/alighting zone information
34 about another boarding/alighting zone on a line of the
public transportation having the said available boarding/
alighting zone or about a boarding/alighting zone located on
a line of another public transportation that is transitable from
the said public transportation (Step S211). For instance, as
shown in FIG. 11, the information retriever 196 retrieves the
public transportation near the destination and acquires Sta-
tion B of Railway C, and further acquires public transporta-
tion information 31 of Station A on the line of Railway C.
Then, based on the map information, the information retriever
196 retrieves parking information about a parking near the
boarding/alighting zone information 34 acquired in Step
S211 (Step S212). For instance, in FIG. 11, the information
retriever 196 recognizes Parking P-a near Station A and
acquires parking information 21 about Parking P-a.

The processor 190 further performs processing of from
Step S202 to Step S207 for this parking information. Specifi-
cally, the processor 190 acquires the traffic-jam prediction
information based on the time-series data 12i, acquires the
candidate travel route information to the parking lot, and
generates travel distance information and the estimated park-
ing arrival time information about the candidate travel route
information. Further, the information retriever 196 generates
vacancy information about vacancy of the parking lot and
generates wait time information about wait time for the park-
ing lot. Then, the processor 190 associates the candidate
travel route information, the travel distance information, the
estimated parking arrival time information, the vacancy infor-
mation and the wait time information with the parking infor-
mation 21, which is added to the candidate parking informa-
tion in the memory 170 (Step S213). The processor 190
recognizes timetable information 33 of the public transporta-
tion information 31 (Step S214).

Thereafter, the processor 190 performs the processing of
Steps S209 and S210. Specifically, the route searcher 195A of
the processor 190 acquires candidate travel route information
about the second travel routes from the parking lots in the
parking information 21 contained in the candidate parking
information 21 to the destination. Then, the travel time com-
puting section 195C of the processor 190 computes travel
distance information about travel distances based on the can-
didate travel route information. The travel setting section
195B of the processor 190 retrieves travel means from the
parking lots to the destination, such as “walk”, “bicycle”,
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“bus” and “railway” and generates travel means information
about available travel means. Then, based on the travel means
information, the processor 190 computes the travel times
from the respective parking lots to the destination and
acquires estimated destination arrival time information about
estimated times to arrive at the destination. Incidentally, the
candidate travel route information to the destination and the
travel distance information and the estimated destination
arrival time information are associated with the parking infor-
mation 21, which is then stored in the memory 170.

The processor 190 generates a parking list that lists the
parking information based on the candidate parking informa-
tion stored in the memory 170. Then, the parking lots listed in
the parking list are displayed on the terminal display section
140 (Step S215). Atthis time, as shown in FIG. 11, the display
controller 192B of the processor 190 superimposes on the
map information location information 24, parking name
information 23 and estimated arrival time information for
each of the parking lots. When recognizing request informa-
tion for displaying the parking list, which is set by the user’s
input operation, the processor 190 displays the parking list.
As shown in FIG. 12, the parking list may contain, based on
the candidate parking information and the public transporta-
tion information 31, a parking lot name, an estimated arrival
time to the parking lot, vacancy and wait time of the parking
lot, a travel time, a travel distance, a travel expense and travel
means to the destination, an estimated arrival time at the
destination, service information such as parking fee, addi-
tional service information, etc. for each of the parking lots.
For a parking lot to which a travel route using a public trans-
portation is set, a travel cost to the destination such as trans-
portation fee of the public transportation is computed based
on the public transportation information and displayed.

At this time, when, for instance, an item such as “travel
distance to destination” or “estimated arrival time at destina-
tion” is selected by the user’s input operation in FIG. 12, the
processor 190 may rearrange the parking information based
on the selected item. Specifically, for instance, when “travel
distance to destination” is selected, the processor 190 rear-
ranges the parking information in ascending orders of the
travel distances to the destination.

Then, the processor 190 recognizes a parking selected by
the user’s input operation (Step S216).

Advantage of First Embodiment

As described above, in the first embodiment, the processor
190 acquires the map information, the current position infor-
mation about the current position and the destination about
the destination and operates the information retriever 196 to
retrieve the parking information about the parking lots near
the destination based on the map information. Then, the route
searcher 195A of the route processor 195 sets the first travel
routes from the current position to the parking lots and the
second travel routes from the parking lots to the destination,
the first and second travel routes and the locations of the
parking lots being superimposed on the map information
displayed on the terminal display section 140. Thus, since the
travel routes to the parking lots near the destination and the
travel routes from the parking lots to the destination can be
searched for and displayed, conventional processing for
retrieving parking lots after arriving at the destination is not
necessary. Therefore, proper assist for travel of the vehicle
can be provided.

When there is an available boarding/alighting zone of a
public transportation near the destination, the information
retriever 196 retrieves another boarding/alighting zone on a
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line of'the said public transportation and a boarding/alighting
zone on a line of another transitable public transportation to
the said public transportation and then retrieves parking lots
near these boarding/alighting zones. The route searcher 195A
sets the travel route from the current position to these board-
ing/alighting zones. Thus, when a trafficsjam is predicted to
arise near the destination, for instance, a travel route from a
parking lot that is remote from the destination to the destina-
tion can be set so that the user can park the vehicle in the
remote parking lot and travels to the destination using a public
transportation. Therefore, when, for instance, an event site is
selected as a destination and a traffic-jam is predicted to arise
near the destination, the user can avoid getting involved in the
traffic-jam. In addition, although a parking lot of such event
site might be congested, since the arrangement allows the
user to use a parking lot remote from the destination, the user
can park the vehicle in the remote parking lot without diffi-
culty.

The guidance notification controller 192 displays a travel
cost required when traveling on the travel route using the
public transportation in the parking list. Thus, the user can
select a parking lot after checking locations of parking lots
and travel costs required for using public transportations, so
that the user can easily select a desired parking lot.

Then, the traffic-jam condition recognizer 194A recog-
nizes change over time of a traffic-jam condition based on the
time-series data 127 and generates the traffic-jam prediction
information. The route searcher 195A sets the travel route
based on this traffic-jam prediction information. Accordingly,
the route searcher 195A sets the travel route that can avoid a
traffic jam. Therefore, when, for instance, it is predicted to be
involved in a traffic-jam near the destination, the route
searcher 195A can navigate the vehicle to a parking lot before
a traffic-jam zone where the traffic-jam is predicted to arise,
thereby setting the travel route so as to allow the user to
smoothly arrive at the destination.

The travel time computing section 195C of the route pro-
cessor 195 computes the travel distance information from the
current position to the parking lot and the travel distance
information from the parking lot to the destination. Then,
when the parking list is displayed and “distance to destina-
tion” is selected by the user’s input operation, the parking
information is rearranged in ascending order of the travel
distances from the parking lots to the destination. Accord-
ingly, when, for instance, the user does not desire a long walk
from a parking lot to the destination, a parking lot with a short
distance to the destination can be selected, and when the user
desires to arrive at a parking lot as early as possible, a parking
lot with a short distance from the current position can be
selected. Therefore, the user can select a parking lot with ease.

The travel time computing section 195C computes the
estimated arrival time to arrive at the parking lot and the
estimated destination arrival time to arrive at the destination.
Then, when the parking list is displayed and “estimated
arrival time to destination” is selected by the user’s input
operation, the parking information is rearranged in ascending
order of the estimated arrival times to arrive at the destination.
Thus, the user can easily check which parking lot he/she
should park the vehicle in order to arrive at the destination at
the earliest time, whereby the navigation device 100 can
provide guidance for a parking lot and a travel route that can
allow the user to arrive at the destination at the earliest time.

The parking condition recognizer 194B of the traffic con-
dition recognizer 194 recognizes the vacancy of the parking
lots. Then, the vacancy of the parking lots is displayed in the
parking list. Due to this, the user can promptly check which
parking lot he/she can park the vehicle without waiting. Thus,
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by selecting a parking lot without a waiting time, the user can
park the vehicle smoothly and arrive at the destination early.

Further, additional services provided by parking lots are
listed and displayed in the parking list. Thus, the user can
easily check the additional services provided by the parking
lots, so that, for instance, a parking lot with a plenty of
additional services can be selected.

When recognizing request information for applying for an
additional service that is set by the user’s input operation, the
service application section 199 of the navigation device 100
transmits service application request information for apply-
ing for the additional service to a service server managing the
parking lot. Accordingly, the user can promptly apply for a
desired additional service from the navigation device.

Second Embodiment

Next, a second embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to the attached drawings.

A communication navigation system of this embodiment is
an example of a guidance notifying system of the present
invention, and so designed to navigate a mobile body (e.g. a
vehicle) for the travel or drive thereof. As in the case of the
first embodiment, the guidance notifying system of the
present invention is not necessarily designed to navigate a
vehicle for the drive thereof, but may be so designed to notify
traffic information regarding any type of mobile body.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram briefly showing the arrange-
ment of the navigation system of the present embodiment.

[Arrangement of Navigation System|

Referring to FIG. 13, the reference numeral 200 denotes
the communication navigation system (guidance notifying
system). The navigation system 200 notifies guidance on a
travel along with a travel progress of a mobile body (e.g. a
vehicle). The mobile body is not limited to vehicles, but
includes any type of mobile body such as aircrafts and ships.
The navigation system 200 has a network 300, a terminal unit
400 that also operates as a guidance notifying device, a server
unit 500, a service server unit 600 and so on.

The network 300 is connected to the terminal unit 400 and
the server unit 500. The network 300 interconnects the termi-
nal unit 400, the server unit 500 and the service server unit so
as to be capable of communicating therebetween. The net-
work 300 may be the Internet based on a general-purpose
protocol such as TCP/IP protocol, an intranet, a LAN (Local
Area Network), a communication network and a broadcasting
network that have a plurality of base stations capable of
communicating by way of a radio medium, or the radio
medium itself that enables direct communication between the
terminal unit 400 and the server unit 500. The radio medium
may be any one of electric waves, light beams, acoustic waves
and electromagnetic waves.

Similarly to the navigation device 100 of the first embodi-
ment, the terminal unit 400 may be, for example, an in-vehicle
unit installed in a vehicle as a mobile body, a portable unit, a
PDA (Personal Digital Assistant), a portable phone, a PHS
(Personal Handyphone System) or a portable personal com-
puter. The terminal unit 400 acquires map information deliv-
ered by the server unit 500 via the network 300. On the basis
of the map information, the terminal unit 400 retrieves and
displays information about a current position and a destina-
tion, a route to the destination, predetermined shops nearby,
and information about services provided by the shops. As
shown in FIG. 14, the terminal unit 400 includes a transceiver
410 that operates as a terminal communicator, the sensor 110,
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the terminal input section 130, the terminal display section
140, a sound output section 150, a memory 420, a processor
430 and so on.

The transceiver 410 is connected to the server unit 500 via
the network 300, while being connected to the processor 430.
The transceiver 410 can receive a terminal signal St from the
server unit 500 via the network 300. When acquiring the
terminal signal St, the transceiver 410 performs preset input
interface processing so as to output the terminal signal Stas a
processing terminal signal Stt to the processor 430. The trans-
ceiver 410 can also input the processing terminal signal Stt
from the processor 430. When acquiring the processing ter-
minal signal Stt to be input, the transceiver 410 performs
preset output interface processing so as to send the processing
terminal signal Stt as the terminal signal St to the server unit
500 via the network 300.

The sensor 110 detects the travel progress of the vehicle,
i.e., the current position and the driving status, and outputs it
as a predetermined signal Ssc to the processor 430.

The terminal input section 130 has various operation but-
tons and operation knobs (each not shown) to be used for
input operations. The operation buttons and the operation
knobs are used to input, for example, the settings for the
operations of the terminal unit 400. More specifically, the
operation buttons and the operation knobs may be used: to
issue a command for executing a communication operation as
communication request information for acquiring informa-
tion via the network 300; to set the type of information to be
acquired and acquiring criteria; to set a destination; to retrieve
information; and to display the driving status (travel progress)
of'the vehicle. When the settings are input, the terminal input
section 130 outputs a predetermined signal Sin to the proces-
sor 430 so as to apply the settings.

The terminal display section 140, under the control of the
processor 430, displays a signal Sdp representing image data
sent from the processor 430. The image data may be image
data of the map information and the retrieval information sent
from the server unit 500.

The sound output section 150, under the control of the
processor 430, outputs and notifies various signals Sad as
sounds from an audio section, the various signals Sad repre-
senting the sound data etc. sent from the processor 430.

The memory 420 appropriately stores various information
acquired via the network 300, the settings that are input by the
terminal input section 130, music data, image data and the
like. The memory 420 also stores various programs that run
on the OS (Operating System) controlling the whole opera-
tion of the terminal unit 400. The memory 420 may include
drives or drivers for readably storing data on recording media
such as a HD (Hard Disk) or an optical disc.

The processor 430 has various input/output ports (not
shown) including a communication port connected to the
transceiver 410, a GPS receiving port connected to a GPS
receiver of the sensor 110, sensor ports respectively con-
nected to various sensors of the sensor 110, a key input port
connected to the terminal input section 130, a display control
port connected to the terminal display section 140, a sound
control port connected to the sound output section 150 and a
storage port connected to the memory 420. As shown in FIG.
15, the processor 430 has, as various programs, the position
recognizer 191, the guidance notification controller 192, the
matching section 193, a service application information gen-
erator 431 as an additional service information acquirer, and
the like.

The position recognizer 191 includes the current position
recognizer 191A, the destination recognizer 191B and the
like.
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The current position recognizer 191A recognizes the cur-
rent position of the vehicle. Various information acquired by
the current position recognizer 191A is appropriately stored
in the memory 420.

The destination recognizer 191B typically acquires the
destination information about the destination set by the input
operation at the terminal input section 130 and recognizes the
position of the destination. Such destination information rec-
ognized by the destination recognizer 191B is appropriately
stored in the memory 420.

The guidance notification controller 192 controls notifica-
tion of a travel route of the vehicle. The guidance notification
controller 192 includes the guidance notifier 192A, the dis-
play controller 192B, and the like.

The guidance notifier 192 A provides guidance stored in the
memory 420 on the basis of travel route information and
feature guidance information acquired in advance according
to the driving status of the vehicle. The guidance is related to
the travel of the vehicle, which may be the content for assist-
ing the drive of the vehicle.

The display controller 192B controls the terminal display
section 140 to display a guidance display screen as shown in
FIGS. 11 and 12 or guidance for the travel route of the vehicle,
based on the information transmitted from the server unit 500.

The matching section 193 performs matching processing
for superimposing the current position of the vehicle and
positions of facilities such as shops on the map information.
The matching section 193 includes the map matching section
193 A, the coordinate matching section 193B and the like.

The map matching section 193 A performs the map match-
ing processing for displaying the current position recognized
by the current position recognizer 191A based on the map
information acquired from the server unit 500.

The coordinate matching section 193B performs the coor-
dinate matching processing for determining whether or not
point information about nodes N contained in the matching
data MM of the map information acquired from the server
unit 500 indicates an identical point.

The service application information generator 431 gener-
ates service application request information for applying for
an additional service based on additional service information
of detailed-parking-service information contained in the
parking information 21. Specifically, the service application
information generator 431 acquires request information for
requesting application for the additional service which is set
by the user’s input operation. The request information con-
tains personal information such as a name and a contact of the
user and additional service information about the additional
service the user desires to apply for. Then, the service appli-
cation information generator 431 recognizes parking infor-
mation 21 of a parking lot providing the additional service
contained in the request information and acquires a parking
1D 22 of the parking lot. Then, the service application infor-
mation generator 431 generates service application request
information with which the personal information of the user
service information about the additional service desired by
the user, the parking ID 22 and the like are associated. There-
after, the service application information generator 431 con-
trols the transceiver 410 to transmit the service application
request information to the server unit 500.

The server unit 500 can transmit/receive information
to/from the terminal unit 400 via the network 300. The server
unit 500 is capable of acquiring various information from
other server units (not shown) of various government offices
such as Meteorological Agency and National Police Agency,
private organizations, VICS and business enterprises via the
network 300. The information to be acquired may be travel
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information for the vehicle, i.e., various travel related infor-
mation used during the travel of the vehicle such as weather
information, VICS data including traffic jam, traffic acci-
dents, constructions and traffic controls, and shop informa-
tion about various shops including gasoline stations and res-
taurants etc. As shown in FIG. 16, the server unit 500 includes
an interface 510, an input section 520, a display section 530,
a storage unit 540, a CPU (Central Processing Unit) 550 and
SO on.

The interface 510 performs a preset input interface pro-
cessing over a server signal Ssv input via the network 300 so
as to output the server signal Ssv as a processing server signal
Sctothe CPU 550. When the processing server signal Sc to be
sent to the terminal unit 400 or the service server unit 600 is
input in the interface 510 from the CPU 550, the interface 510
performs preset output interface processing over the input
processing server signal Sc so as to output the processing
server signal Sc as a server signal Ssv to the terminal unit 400
or the service server unit 600 over the network 300. Note that
the server signal Ssv can be appropriately output only to a
predetermined terminal unit 400 or the service server unit 600
on the basis of the information described in the processing
server signal Sc.

Similarly to the terminal input section 130, the input sec-
tion 520, which may be a keyboard, a mouse or the like, has
various operation buttons and operation knobs (each not
shown) to be used for input operations. The operation buttons
and the operation knobs are used: to input the settings for
operations of the server unit 500; to set information to be
stored in the storage unit 540; and to update the information
stored in the storage unit 540. When the settings are input, the
input section 520 outputs a signal Sin corresponding to the
setting to the CPU 550 so as to apply the settings. In place of
the input operation using the operation buttons and the opera-
tion knobs, input operation using a touch panel arranged on
the display section 530, sound input operation and the like
may be employed for inputting various settings.

The display section 530, just like the terminal display sec-
tion 140, displays a signal Sdp representing image data sent
from the CPU 550 under the control of the CPU 550. The
image data may be those acquired from the storage unit 540
and those acquired from external server units via the network
300.

The storage unit 540 readably stores various information
received from the terminal unit 400 and external server units
such as the map information as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the
traffic-jam condition prediction table 10 as shown in FIG. 4,
the parking information table 20 as shown in FIG. 5 and the
public transportation information table 30 as shown in FIG. 6.
The storage unit 540 also readably stores the calendar tem-
plate 40 associated with the terminal units 400 connected to
the server unit 500 over the network 300 as shown in FIG. 7.

Note that the storage unit 540 may include drives or drivers
for readably storing data on recording media such as a HD
(Hard Disk), a DVD (Digital Versatile Disc), an optical disc
and a memory card. Information to be stored may include, for
example, information input by the input operation at the input
section 520, and content of the information stored with the
input operation can be appropriately updated. The storage
unit 540 also stores information such as various programs that
run on an OS (Operating System) controlling the whole
operation of the server unit 500 and the navigation system
200.

The storage unit 540 typically stores retrieval information
for acquiring information of a predetermined point in the map
information. More specifically, the retrieval information pro-
vided upon the retrieval request from the terminal unit 400
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includes various information about content and guidance
such as names of states, cities, regions and points, which are
units used to gradually divide the map information into
smaller areas, as well as various information about shops as
points. The retrieval information is structured in a tree struc-
ture table so that plural pieces of item information are hier-
archically associated with each other.

The storage unit 540 stores personal information about
users who use the navigation system 200 with the terminal
unit 400. The personal information may include a name and
an address, a user ID number and a password assigned to each
user, a type of the terminal unit 400 for the use of the navi-
gation system 200, and an address number of the terminal unit
400 used for transmitting/receiving information to/from the
terminal unit 400.

In addition, the storage unit 540 stores service server infor-
mation about the service server unit 600 installed in a parking
lot. The service server information may include a parking
address information used to communicate with a service
server unit 600 installed in, for instance, the parking corre-
sponding to the parking ID 22 and the like. The parking
address information may include an e-mail address, IP (Inter-
net Protocol) address, etc. of the service server unit 600 which
is used for identifying the service server unit 600 installed in
the parking lot. Furthermore, the storage unit 540 stores vari-
ous information used for performing the navigation process-
ing in a manner readable by the CPU 550.

As shown in FIG. 17, the CPU 550 includes, as various
programs stored in the server storage unit 540, a map output
section 551, a VICS data acquirer 552, a traffic condition
recognizer 553, a server coordinate matching section 554, a
route processor 555, an information retriever 556, a calendar
modifier 557, a service application section 558, a timer 559
and the like.

The map output section 551 responds to the input of the
processing server signal Sc to refer to the information
requesting a delivery of the information about the map infor-
mation contained in the processing server signal Sc, and
retrieves the requested information from the map information
stored in the storage unit 540, e.g., the display data VM and
matching data MM corresponding to a predetermined area to
read it out as the memory signal Sm. The map output section
551 appropriately converts the read memory signal Sm into a
processing server signal Sc, outputs the processing server
signal Sc to a predetermined or all terminal units 400 via the
interface 510 and the network 300 on the basis of the process-
ing server signal Sc, and delivers the requested information
contained in the map information.

The VICS data acquirer 552, just like the VICS receiver
120 of the first embodiment, responds to the input of the
processing server signal Sc and refers to the information
about the request for the route search contained in the pro-
cessing server signal Sc so as to acquire the VICS data from
the VICS (not shown).

The traffic condition recognizer 553 responds to the input
of the processing server signal Sc and refers to the informa-
tion about the request for the route search contained in the
processing server signal Sc so as to generate current traffic
condition information as the memory signal Sm based on the
VICS data acquired by the VICS data acquirer 552. The traffic
condition information may include current traffic-jam infor-
mation about a traffic-jam condition, a traffic-jam prediction
information, parking condition information and the like. The
traffic condition recognizer 553 includes a traffic-jam condi-
tion recognizer 553 A, a parking condition recognizer 553B
and the like.
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The trafficsjam condition recognizer 553 A responds to the
input of the processing server signal Sc and refers to the
information about the request for the route search contained
in the processing server signal Sc so as to generate current
traffic-jam information as the memory signal Sm based onthe
VICS data.

Also, the traffic-jam condition recognizer 553 A, just like
the traffic-jam condition recognizer 194 A of'the first embodi-
ment, responds to the input of the processing server signal Sc
and refers to the information about the request for the travel
route search based on the trafficqjam information and the
traffic-jam prediction contained in the processing server sig-
nal Sc so as to generate trafficsjam prediction information as
the memory signal Sm. Then, the traffic-jam condition rec-
ognizer 553 A appropriately converts the generated memory
signal Sm into a processing server signal Sc, outputs the
processing server signal Sc to a predetermined or all terminal
units 400 via the interface 510 and the network 300 on the
basis of the processing server signal Sc, and notifies a current
traffic-jam condition and a predicted traffic-jam condition
that might arise before arriving at the destination.

The parking condition recognizer 553B responds to the
input of the processing server signal Sc and refers to the
information about a request for checking vacancy of the park-
ing lot contained in the processing server signal Sc so as to
generate current parking condition information as the
memory signal Sm based on the VICS data, which is similar
to the first embodiment.

The parking condition recognizer 553B responds to the
input of the processing server signal Sc and refers to the
information about a request for checking vacancy of the park-
ing lot based on predicted vacancy of the parking lot con-
tained in the processing server signal Sc so as to generate
parking vacancy prediction information as the memory signal
Sm based on the traffic condition prediction table stored in the
storage unit 540, which is similar to the first embodiment.

The server coordinate matching section 554, just like the
above-described coordinate matching section 193B of the
terminal unit 400, performs the coordinate matching process-
ing for determining whether or not point information about
nodes N contained in the matching data MM of the map
information indicate an identical point.

The route processor 555 includes a route searcher 555A, a
travel setting section 555B, a travel time computing section
555C and the like.

The route searcher 555 A, just like the route processor 195
of'the first embodiment, responds to the input of the process-
ing server signal Sc and refers to the information about the
request for the route search contained in the processing server
signal Sc so as to generate travel route information as the
memory signal Sm. Then, the route searcher 555A appropri-
ately converts the generated memory signal Sm into a pro-
cessing server signal Sc, outputs the processing server signal
Sc to a predetermined or all terminal units 400 via the inter-
face 510 and the network 300 on the basis of the processing
server signal Sc, and notifies the travel route and the required
time.

The travel setting section 555B, just like the travel setting
section 195B of the first embodiment, responds to the input of
the processing server signal Sc and refers to the information
about the request for the route search contained in the pro-
cessing server signal Sc so as to generate travel setting infor-
mation as the memory signal Sm.

The travel time computing section 555C, just like the travel
time computing section 195C of the first embodiment,
responds to the input of the processing server signal Sc and
refers to the information about the request for the route search
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contained in the processing server signal Sc so as to generate
travel distance information, estimated parking arrival time
information and estimated destination arrival time as the
memory signal Sm.

The information retriever 556, just like the information
retriever 196 of'the first embodiment, responds to the input of
the processing server signal Sc and refers to the information
about a retrieval request for retrieval information contained in
the processing server signal Sc so as to hierarchically retrieve
the retrieval information stored in the storage unit 540 typi-
cally on the basis of item information and read it as the
memory signal Sm. Then, the information retriever 556
appropriately converts the generated memory signal Sm into
a processing server signal Sc, outputs the processing server
signal Sc to a predetermined or all terminal units 400 via the
interface 510 and the network 300 on the basis of the process-
ing server signal Sc, and delivers the retrieval information.

The information retriever 556, just like the information
retriever 196 of'the first embodiment, responds to the input of
the processing server signal Sc and refers to the information
about the retrieval request for the retrieval information con-
tained in the processing server signal Sc so as to generate
candidate parking information on the basis of parking infor-
mation table 20 and the public transportation information
table 30 stored in the storage unit 540 as the memory signal
Sm.

The calendar modifier 557 responds to the input of the
processing server signal Sc and recognizes information con-
tained in the processing server signal Sc, which may be cal-
endar-modification request information requesting the modi-
fication of the calendar template 40 and terminal specific
information such as ID numbers for identifying a terminal
unit 400 that generated the calendar-modification request
information. Then, the calendar modifier 557, just like the
calendar modifier 197 of the first embodiment, appropriately
updates the calendar template 40 stored in the storage unit 540
and associated with the terminal unit 400 identified by the
terminal specific information stored in the storage unit 540.

The service application section 558 responds to input of the
processing server signal Sc and refers to service application
request information for applying for an additional service
contained in the processing server signal Sc, the service appli-
cation section 558 then recognizing parking information 21
about a parking lot to which the additional service is applied
for. Then, based on the parking ID 22, the service application
section 558 acquires the parking address information about
the parking lot to which the additional service is applied for,
and transmits service application information for applying for
the additional service to a service server unit 600 of the
parking lot contained in the parking address information. The
service application information may contain the destination
information and the estimated parking arrival time informa-
tion acquired by the route processor in addition to the per-
sonal information of the user contained in the service appli-
cation request information and additional service information
to be applied for.

When receiving service application completion informa-
tion indicating that the application for the service has been
completed from the service server unit 600, the service appli-
cation section 558 generates application-completion notify-
ing information for notifying the completion of the applica-
tion for the service, which is transmitted to the terminal unit
400.

The timer 559 recognizes the current time typically based
on the pulse of an internal clock. Then, the timer 559 appro-
priately outputs time information about the recognized cur-
rent time.
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The CPU 550 responds to the signal Sin input from the
input section 520 by the input operation at the input section
520, and appropriately performs computation based on the
content corresponding to the input operation to generate a
signal Sdp. Then, the CPU 550 appropriately outputs the
generated various signals to the display section 530, the inter-
face 510 and the storage unit 540 and operates them so as to
execute the input content.

The service server unit 600 is installed in a facility such as
a parking lot and a shop. The service server unit 600 is so
installed as to be capable of transmitting/receiving the service
application information transmitted from the service unit
500, the service server unit 600 performing reservation pro-
cessing of the additional service in response to reception of
the service application information. Note that the service
server unit 600 may not be installed in all parking lots, and
may be, for instance, a unit for collectively managing a plu-
rality of parking lots and shops. As shown in FIG. 18, the
service server unit 600 includes a network interface 610, a
sensor 620, a storage section 630, a service server display
section 640, an input section 650, a service server processor
660 and so on.

The network interface performs a preset input interface
processing over a service server signal Scv input via the
network 300 so as to output the service server signal Scv as a
processing service server signal Scc to the service server
processor 660. When the processing service server signal Scc
to be sent to the server unit 500 is input to the network
interface 610 from the service server processor 660, the net-
work interface 610 performs preset output interface process-
ing over the input processing service server signal Scc so as to
output the processing service server signal Scc as a server
signal Scv to the server unit 500 over the network 300.

The sensor 620 detects a condition of a parking lot to output
as a predetermined signal Scs to the service server processor
660. The sensor 620 includes a parking space sensor (not
shown), an entrance sensor (not shown) and the like. The
parking space sensor is provided to each parking space in the
parking lot to detect whether each parking space is occupied
by a vehicle or not. The entrance sensor is provided to an
entrance of the parking lot to count the number of vehicles to
go in and out from the parking lot.

The storage section 630 readably stores a parking condi-
tion information table 50 as shown in FIG. 19, a service
content information table 60 as shown in FIG. 20, a service
reservation information table 70 as shown in FIG. 21 and the
like. Note that the storage section 630 may include drives or
drivers for readably storing data on recording media such as a
HD (Hard Disk), a DVD (Digital Versatile Disc), an optical
disc and a memory card. Information to be stored may
include, for example, information input by the input opera-
tion at the input section 650, and content of the information
stored with the input operation can be appropriately updated.
The storage section 630 also stores various programs that run
on the OS (Operating System) controlling the whole opera-
tion of the service server unit 600.

As shown in FIG. 19, the parking condition information
table 50 is structured in a table containing a parking space 1D
51, parking condition information 52 and the like. The park-
ing condition information table 50 contains a parking condi-
tion of each parking space in a parking lot based on the
parking space sensor in the sensor 110.

The parking space ID 51 is information for identifying a
parking space, which is associated with and added to the
parking condition information. The parking space ID 51 is
assigned to each parking space of a parking lot.
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The parking condition information 52 is information
related to a parking condition of each parking space. For
instance, the parking condition information 52 is indicated as
“parked” when a parking space of a parking lot is occupied by
a vehicle, while the parking condition information 52 is indi-
cated as “vacant” when the parking space is not occupied by
a vehicle. Further, for instance, when the parking space is
reserved in response to the service application information
from the server unit 500, the parking condition information
52 is indicated as “reserved”, while when the parking space
cannot be used due to a damaged surface or the like, the
parking condition information 52 is indicated as “not avail-
able”. Incidentally, information for indicated in the parking
condition information 52 may be any information as long as
it shows the parking condition as described above, and num-
bers may be employed such as “01” representing “parked”,
“10” representing “vacant”, “11” representing “reserved” and
“00” representing “not available”.

The service content information table 60 contains informa-
tion about additional services that are available in the parking
lot in which the service server unit 600 is installed. The
service content information table 60, as shown in FIG. 20 for
instance, is structured in a table containing a service ID 61, a
service content information 62 and the like.

The service ID 61 is identification information for identi-
fying each additional service, which is associated with the
service content information 62. The service ID information is
assigned to each additional service.

The service content information 62 is information about
content of the additional service. The service content infor-
mation 62 is information containing the content of the addi-
tional service such as “parking reservation service”, “cour-
tesy ticket service”, “discount ticket service for shop O O

The service reservation information table 70 contains
information about an additional service for which the user of
the parking has made a reservation. The service reservation
information 71 is structured in a table containing plural pieces
of' the service reservation information 71 generated based on
the service application information transmitted from the
server unit 500. The service reservation information 71 is
information about a service reservation that has been made by
the user or the parking lot. When, for instance, the user applies
for an additional service, a piece of service reservation infor-
mation 71 is newly added, and when the additional service is
provided to the user, the service reservation information 71 is
deleted. The service reservation information 71 is structured
in a single data structure with which a reservation ID 72, a
service ID 73, applicant information 74, estimated arrival
time information 75, parking reservation information 76 and
the like are associated.

The reservation ID 72 is identification information for
identifying the service reservation information 71 that con-
tains the reservation ID 72, the reservation ID 72 being asso-
ciated with the service ID 73, the applicant information 74,
the estimated arrival time information 75, the parking reser-
vation information 76 and the like.

The service ID 73 corresponds to the service ID 61 con-
tained in the service content information table 60. The service
1D 73 may contain plural pieces of information. For instance,
as shown in FIGS. 20 and 21, when a service ID 73 of a piece
of service reservation information 71 indicates “1”” and “2”,
the service content information 62 “parking reservation ser-
vice” and “ticket sales service” corresponding to these num-
bers in the service content information table 60 are recog-
nized.

The applicant information 74 contains personal informa-
tion about a user who applies for an additional service. The
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applicant information 74 is generated based on the personal
information contained in the service application information
transmitted from the server unit 500. The personal informa-
tion may include terminal specific information for identifying
the terminal unit 400 in addition to individual name informa-
tion about a name of the user and contact information such as
an address and telephone number. The applicant information
74 may also be an identification number for identifying an
individual such as a membership number which is generated
for personal information of a user that has been stored in the
service server unit 600 in advance.

The estimated arrival time information 75 is information
about an estimated time at which the vehicle arrives at the
parking lot. The estimated arrival time information 75 is
generated based on the estimated parking arrival time infor-
mation contained in the service application information trans-
mitted from the server unit 500.

The parking reservation information 76 is information
about a position of a parking space to park the vehicle ina case
where the service ID 73 contains parking reservation service
indicating “1”. The parking reservation information 76 typi-
cally contains a parking space ID 51 corresponding to a
parking space that is vacant based on the vacancy of the
parking space recognized by the sensor 620. The parking
space designated by the parking reservation information 76 is
reserved as a parking space that is only available to the user
who has applied for the parking reservation service but not
available to other vehicles entering the parking lot. Inciden-
tally, it may be so arranged that the parking space designated
by the parking reservation information 76 is available to other
vehicles entering the parking lot only when there are other
vacant parking spaces. In such arrangement, another vacant
parking space is newly registered as parking reservation
information 76 to be saved.

Incidentally, the service reservation information may con-
tain other necessary information required for registration of
the additional service in addition to the information described
above.

Furthermore, the storage section 630 stores various infor-
mation and various programs that are used when performing
such service registration processing in a manner readable by
the service server processor 660.

The service server display section 640, just like the termi-
nal display section 140 and the display section 530, displays
a signal Sdp representing various data sent from the service
server processor 660 under the control of the service server
processor 660. The various data may include image data and
service information acquired from the storage section 630
and the image data acquired from external server units via the
network 300.

Similarly to the terminal input section 130, the input sec-
tion 650, which may be a keyboard, a mouse or the like, has
various operation buttons and operation knobs (each not
shown) to be used for input operations. The operation buttons
and the operation knobs are used: to input the settings for
operations of the service server unit 600; to set information to
be stored in the storage section 630; and to update the infor-
mation stored in the storage section 630.

The service server processor 660 includes, as various pro-
grams stored in the storage section 630, a parking condition
recognizer 661, a service application recognizer 662, a ser-
vice registration section 663, a timer 664, an information
providing section 665 and the like as shown in FIG. 22.

The parking condition recognizer 661 controls the sensor
620 to recognize vacancy of a parking lot. Specifically, the
parking condition recognizer 661 controls the sensor 620 to
recognize vacancy of parking spaces and appropriately
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updates the parking condition information table 50 stored in
the storage section 630. For instance, based on information
about a parking condition acquired from the sensor 620 thatis
provided to each parking space, the parking condition recog-
nizer 661 stores the information about the parking condition
in parking condition information 52 corresponding to each
parking space 1D 51. The parking condition recognizer 661
obtains ratio of the number of vehicles entering a parking lot
and the number of vehicles exiting from the parking lot,
which is acquired from the entrance sensor of the parking lot,
to recognize whether the parking lot tends to be congested or
tends to have vacant parking spaces.

The service application recognizer 662 responds to the
input of the processing service server signal Scc and recog-
nizes service application information contained in the pro-
cessing service server signal Scc. The service application
information may include the personal information of the user
to apply for the additional service, the service content, the
estimated parking arrival time, the destination information
and the like. The service application recognizer 626 recog-
nizes the service application information that is input at the
input section 650 as described above.

The service registration section 663 generates service res-
ervation information 71 by acquiring information necessary
for the additional service from the service application infor-
mation recognized by the service application recognizer 662.
The service registration section 663 registers the generated
service reservation information 71 to the service reservation
information table 70. Specifically, the service registration
section 663 recognizes a service ID 73 by acquiring its service
content information from information about a service con-
tained in the service application information. The service
registration section 663 generates the applicant information
74 based on the personal information of the user who applies
for the additional service contained in the service application
information and generates the estimated arrival time informa-
tion 75 based on the estimated arrival time information 75.
When information for applying for the parking reservation
service is contained in the service content, the parking con-
dition recognizer 661 recognizes a vacant parking space and
designates a parking space ID of the vacant parking space.
Once the service reservation information 71 is registered in
the service reservation information table 70, the service reg-
istration section 663 transmits to the server unit 500 registra-
tion completion information that indicates that reservation
registration of the additional service has been completed.

Further, the service registration section 663 deletes unnec-
essary service reservation information 71 from the service
reservation information table 70. For instance, when recog-
nizing request information for deleting service reservation
information input at the input section 650 after an additional
service is provided to the user or when an additional service is
canceled, the service registration section 663 deletes the sub-
jected service reservation information 71 from the service
reservation information table 70. Note that it may be so
arranged that service reservation information 71 is automati-
cally deleted when a predetermined time that has been preset
in advance based on the estimated arrival time information 75
of the service reservation information 71 has elapsed.

The timer 664 recognizes the current time typically based
on the reference pulse of an internal clock. Then, the timer
664 appropriately outputs time information about the recog-
nized current time.

The information providing section 665 transmits the reg-
istration completion information registered by the service
registration section 663 to the server unit 500. The informa-
tion providing section 665 also transmits information about
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facilities such as parking lots and shops to the server unit 500.
Further, the information providing section 665 transmits
parking vacancy information about vacancy of parking lots to
the server unit S00.

[Operation of Navigation System]

Now, the operation of the navigation system 200 will be
described with reference to the attached drawings. The pro-
cessing similar to that of the first embodiment will be
described only briefly.

(Route Search Processing)

Now, the route search processing as one of operations of
the navigation system 200 will be described with reference to
the drawings.

Firstly as shown in FIG. 23, the user operates the terminal
input section 130 to set a command for route search process-
ing. When the processor 430 recognizes the set command for
searching for a travel route (Step S301), the processor 430
operates the terminal display section 140 to display a screen
for prompting the user to set various information necessary
for travel route search such as the destination, the setting
information about the preference for shortest travel distance
or shortest travel time and the necessity of traffic-jam predic-
tion.

When the processor 430 recognizes the various informa-
tion necessary for the travel route search, the current position
recognizer 191A acquires the current position information
about the current position (Step S302) and the destination
recognizer 191B acquires the destination information about
the set destination (Step S303). The processor 430 also
acquires the setting information about the settings that have
been input (Step S304). The setting information may include,
for instance, request information for searching for parking
lots near the destination. The acquired current position infor-
mation, destination information and setting information are
appropriately stored in the memory 420.

Thereafter, the processor 430 controls the transceiver 410
to transmit the current position information, the destination
information and the setting information stored in the memory
420 as well as a signal requesting the travel route search to the
server unit 500. When transmitting the various information,
the transceiver 410 also transmits the terminal specific infor-
mation for identifying the terminal unit 400 (Step S305).

When receiving the various information transmitted from
the terminal unit 400 (Step S306), the server unit 500 read-
ably stores the various information in the storage unit 540.

Then, the CPU 550 acquires time information from the
timer 559 to recognize the current date from the acquired time
information. The traffic condition recognizer 553 of the CPU
550 then reads out the calendar template 40 associated with
the terminal unit 400 that requested the travel route search
from the storage unit 540 on the basis of the terminal specific
information received in Step S306. Thereafter, the traffic
condition recognizer 553 retrieves and recognizes the classi-
fication ID number of the recognized date from the read
calendar template 40. Also, the traffic condition recognizer
553 recognizes the current position and the destination from
the current position information and the destination informa-
tion received in Step S306. Then, the traffic-jam condition
recognizer 553A of the traffic condition recognizer 553
retrieves and acquires the time-series data 127 corresponding
to the recognized classification ID number and containing the
current position and the destination from the traffic condition
prediction table 10 stored in the storage unit 540 (Step S307).

Thereafter, the CPU 550 performs the processing of Step
S408. More specifically, the traffic-jam condition recognizer
553 A of the CPU 550 generates current traffic-jam informa-
tion. Based on the current position information, the destina-
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tion information, the setting information and the current traf-
fic-jam information, the route processor 555 of the CPU 550
detects a plurality of travel routes and selects some of the
travel routes on the basis of the acquired setting information
to generate candidate travel route information about a plural-
ity of candidate travel routes that meet the requirements of the
user.

Further, the traffic-jam condition recognizer 553A of the
CPU 550 acquires the current time and day from the timer
559. Then, based on the current trafficsjam information and
the current time and day, the traffic-jam condition recognizer
553A estimates the estimated arrival time to arrive at an
arbitrary spot on the respective candidate travel routes con-
tained in the candidate travel route information generated by
the route processor 555. Then, the traffic-jam condition rec-
ognizer 553 A predicts the traffic-jam condition at the arbi-
trary spot on the respective candidate travel routes at the
estimated arrival time on the basis of the time-series data 12/
acquired in Step S307 and generates traffic-jam prediction
information about the predicted traffic-jam condition (Step
S308).

Next, searching processing for parking lots near the desti-
nation is performed (Step S309). This parking lot search
processing will be described later.

When acquiring the parking candidate information in Step
S309, the CPU 550 transmits from the interface 510 the
parking candidate information with the terminal specific
information for identifying the terminal unit 400.

When the terminal unit 400 receives transmission informa-
tion from the server unit 500 (Step S311), the terminal unit
400 recognizes the candidate parking information contained
in the transmission information. Then, the display controller
192B of the processor 430 controls the terminal display sec-
tion 140 to display, for instance, lists of parking lots and travel
routes as shown in FIGS. 11 and 12 based on the candidate
parking information and to display information for prompting
the user to select a parking lot (Step S312). When recognizing
information indicating that the user has selected a parking lot
by the input operation, the processor 430 controls the display
controller 192B to display the candidate travel route informa-
tion to the parking lot and information for prompting the user
to select travel route information from the candidate travel
route information.

Thereafter, the processor 430 recognizes various informa-
tion setby the user’s input operation. The various information
may include the parking information selected by the user, the
travel route information to the parking lot contained in the
parking information, information about application for the
additional service of the parking lot and the map information.

The processor 430 then recognizes whether or not the set
various information contains information for requesting
application for the additional service of the parking lot (Step
S313). Here, when there is not contained information for
requesting application for the additional service of the park-
ing lot, the processor 430 performs processing for guiding the
travel route to the parking lot based on the selected parking
information and the travel route information. Specifically, the
processor 430 recognizes the matching data MM of the map
information and operates the coordinate matching section
193B to perform coordinate matching processing on the rec-
ognized matching data MM (Step S314) to recognize the
arrangement of roads, i.e., the connection of roads, which is
then stored in the memory 420. Then, under the control of the
display controller 192B of the processor 430, the terminal
display section 140 superimposes on the acquired map infor-
mation an icon indicating the current position of the vehicle
on the basis of the current position information as well as the
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travel route information about the travel route selected by the
user, the traffic-jam prediction information, the required-time
information and the current traffic-jam information, and the
sound output section 150 appropriately outputs sounds for
navigating the user (Step S315).

On the other hand, when it is recognized in Step S313 that
request information for applying for the additional service of
the parking lot is contained, the service application informa-
tion generator 431 of the processor 430 generates service
application request information. Specifically, the service
application information generator 431 of the processor 430
generates, based on the request information for applying for
the additional service which is set by the user’s input opera-
tion, service application request information with which
parking information of the parking lot to which the additional
service is applied for, additional service information about
the additional service to be applied for, personal information
such as a name, a telephone number and a membership num-
ber of the user are associated (Step S316).

The processor 430 transmits the service application request
information from the transceiver 410 to the server unit 500 via
the network 300 (Step S317). At this time, the terminal spe-
cific information for identifying the terminal unit 400 is trans-
mitted together with the service application request informa-
tion.

When the server unit 500 receives various information
transmitted from the terminal unit 400 (Step S318), the server
unit 500 recognizes the service application request informa-
tion contained in the various information. Then, the service
application section 558 of the CPU 550 communicates with
the service server unit 600 installed in each parking lot based
on the service application request information to perform
service application processing (Step S319).

Thereafter, when receiving registration completion infor-
mation indicating that the reservation of the additional service
is registered from the service server unit 600, the server unit
500 operates the service application section 558 of the CPU
550 to generate application completion notifying information
for controlling the terminal unit 400 to notify the registration
completion information. At this time, the service application
section 558 transmits the application completion notifying
information to the terminal unit 400 together with the termi-
nal specific information for identifying the terminal unit 400
(Step S321).

When receiving the information transmitted from the
server unit 500 (Step S322) and recognizing the application
completion notifying information, the terminal unit 400 noti-
fies information that indicates that the application has been
completed based on the application completion notifying
information. Specifically, the processor 430 recognizes,
based on the application completion notifying information,
content information of the additional service of which the
application has been completed, the parking information to
which the additional service has been applied for, and the
estimated parking arrival time. Then, the processor 430 dis-
plays on the terminal display section 140 the information for
notifying that the application for the additional service has
been completed. Further, the guidance notifier 192A notifies
the completion of the application by sound from the sound
output section 150 (Step S323).

Thereafter, the processor 430 operates the guidance noti-
fication controller 192 to provide notification for asking the
user whether or not to apply for another additional service
application or to cancel or to modify the service application.
When recognizing request information regarding additional
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service application set by the user’s input operation, the pro-
cessor 430 returns to Step S316 to generate service applica-
tion request information.

On the other hand, when not recognizing request informa-
tion regarding additional service application, the processor
430 performs processing of Steps S314 and S315 and provide
navigation for the travel route to the parking lot on the termi-
nal display section 140.

(Parking Lot Search Processing)

Next, parking lot search processing will be described with
reference to FIG. 24. In the parking lot search processing in
FIG. 24, the destination information, the current position
information and the like are acquired from the various infor-
mation received by the terminal unit 400 in the route search
processing. Then, the CPU 550 operates the information
retriever 556 to retrieve the parking information of parking
lots located near the destination (e.g., the parking information
located within a predetermined distance from the destination)
(Step S401) based on the destination information to store it in
the storage unit 540 as candidate parking information.

Then, the traffic-jam condition recognizer 553A of the
traffic condition recognizer 553 of the CPU 550 recognizes
change over time of the traffic-jam based on the time-series
data 127 and generates the traffic-jam prediction information
(Step S402). Thereafter, the route searcher 555A of the route
processor 555 searches for a travel route to each of the parking
lots to obtain candidate travel route information to the parking
lot (Step 403). Incidentally, in searching for the travel routes,
the route search processing may be performed by taking
account of traffic-jam prediction, where an arrival position of
the vehicle at a predetermined time is computed and a travel
route is searched for by avoiding a predicted traffic-jam zone
shown in the traffic-jam prediction information generated in
Step S402.

Then, the CPU 550 operates the travel time computing
section 555C to compute a travel distance from the current
position of the vehicle to each of the parking lots for each
candidate travel route information to the parking lot obtained
in Step S403 to generate travel distance information. The
travel time computing section 555C further computes a travel
time required to travel each of the travel distances to generate
estimated parking arrival time information to arrive at the
parking lots (Step S404).

The CPU 550 associates the candidate travel route infor-
mation, the travel time information and the estimated parking
arrival time information acquired or generated in Steps S402
to S404 with each of the parking information of the candidate
parking information having been stored in the storage unit
540, the associated information each being stored.

Next, the CPU 550 operates the parking condition recog-
nizer 553B to generate the current parking condition infor-
mation and parking vacancy prediction information about
vacancy of each of the parking lots (Step S405). Specifically,
the parking condition recognizer 553B acquires VICS infor-
mation from the information received via the interface 510 to
generate the current parking condition information based on
the vacancy of each parking lot contained in the VICS data.
Also, the parking condition recognizer 553B recognizes
change over time of the vacancy of the parking lot based on
the time-series data 12/ to generate parking vacancy predic-
tion information. Then, the CPU 550 recognizes the parking
condition information at a time when the vehicle arrives at the
parking lot based on the current parking condition informa-
tion and the parking vacancy prediction information (Step
S406).

Herein, when determining that there is not vacancy in the
parking lot, the CPU 550 estimates a wait time for a vacant
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space of the parking lot based on the time-series data 12i to
acquire the wait time information (Step S407).

Then, the CPU 550 associates the vacancy information and
the wait time information with the parking information,
which is added to the candidate parking information in the
storage unit 540.

The information retriever 556 of the processor 550
retrieves a boarding/alighting zone of the public transporta-
tion near the destination, e.g., within a predetermined dis-
tance from the destination (Step S408). Specifically, the infor-
mation retriever 556 retrieves a boarding/alighting zone of a
public transportation located near the destination based on the
public transportation information table 30 to retrieve board-
ing/alighting zone information 34 about the boarding/alight-
ing zone.

When there is no boarding/alighting zone of the public
transportation near the destination, the route searcher 555A of
the CPU 550 searches for travel routes from the parking lots
to the destination and acquires candidate travel route infor-
mation (Step S409). At the same time, the travel setting sec-
tion 555B of the CPU 550 sets travel means to the destination.
Specifically, the travel setting section 555B recognizes travel
means information about travel means such as ‘“walk”,
“bicycle” and “taxi”, which is acquired by the user’s input
operation.

Then, the travel time computing section 555C of the CPU
550 computes travel distances from the parking lots to the
destination based on the map information to acquire the travel
distance information. The travel time computing section
555C computes travel times from the parking lots to the
destination based on the travel means information recognized
by the travel setting section 555B to generate estimated des-
tination arrival time information about estimated times to
arrive at the destination (Step S410). The travel time comput-
ing section 555C computes travel distance information for
each of the candidate travel route information and generates
estimated destination arrival time information for each of the
travel means information.

On the other hand, when it is recognized, in Step S408, that
three is an available boarding/alighting zone of a public trans-
portation such as a railway station and a bus stop near the
destination, the CPU 550 operates the information retriever
556 to retrieve another boarding/alighting zone on a line of
the public transportation having the said available boarding/
alighting zone (Step S411). For instance, as shown in FIG. 11,
the information retriever 556 retrieves the public transporta-
tion near the destination and acquires station B of railway C,
and further acquires public transportation information 31 of
station A on the line of railway C. Then, based on the map
information, the information retriever 556 retrieves parking
information about a parking lot near the boarding/alighting
zone information 34 acquired in Step S411 (Step S412). For
instance, in FIG. 11, the information retriever 556 recognizes
parking lot P-a near station A and acquires parking informa-
tion 21 about parking P-a.

The CPU 550 further performs processing of Step S402 to
Step S407 also for this parking information. Specifically, the
CPU 550 acquires the traffic jam prediction information
based on the time-series data 12i, acquires the candidate
travel route information to the parking lot, and generates
travel distance information and the estimated parking arrival
time information about the candidate travel route informa-
tion. Further, the information retriever 556 generates vacancy
information about vacancy of the parking lot and generates
wait time information about wait time of the parking lot.
Then, the processor 430 associates the candidate travel route
information, the travel distance information, the estimated
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parking arrival time information, the vacancy information
and the wait time information with the parking information
21, which is added to the candidate parking information in the
storage unit 540 (Step S413). The processor 430 recognizes
timetable information 33 of the public transportation infor-
mation 31 (Step S414).

Thereatfter, the processor 430 performs the processing of
Steps S409 and S410. Specifically, the route searcher 555A of
the processor 430 acquires candidate travel route information
about the travel routes from the parking lots in the parking
information 21 contained in the candidate parking informa-
tion to the destination. Then, the travel time computing sec-
tion 555C of the CPU 550 computes travel distance informa-
tion about travel distances based on the candidate travel route
information. The travel setting section 555B of the CPU 550
retrieves travel means from the parking lots to the destination,
such as “walk”, “bicycle”, “bus” and “railway” and generates
travel means information about available travel means. Then,
based on the travel means information, the processor 430
computes the travel times from the respective parking lots to
the destination and acquires estimated destination arrival time
information about estimated arrival times at the destination.
Incidentally, the candidate travel route information to the
destination, the travel distance information thereof and the
estimated destination arrival time information are associated
with the parking information 21, which is then added to the
candidate parking information stored in the storage unit 540
(Step S415).

(Service Application Processing)

Next, additional service application processing will be
described with reference to FIG. 25.

Referring to FIG. 25, the server unit 500 first receives the
various information transmitted from the terminal unit 400.
Then, the CPU 550 recognizes the service application request
information contained in the various information (Step
S501).

The CPU 550 recognizes the personal information of the
user of the terminal unit 400 that requests the application for
the service, the parking information 21 about the parking lot
to which the additional service is applied for, the information
about the additional service to be applied for, and the like,
which are contained in the recognized service application
request information. The CPU 550 recognizes the estimated
parking arrival time information computed in the parking lot
search processing and stored in the storage unit 540. Then,
based on the personal information of the user, the parking
information 21, the information about the additional service,
the estimated parking arrival time information and the like,
the CPU 550 generates the service application information
(Step S502).

The CPU 550 recognizes the parking ID 22 from the park-
ing information 21 and retrieves the parking address infor-
mation for identifying the parking lot corresponding to the
parking 1D 22 (Step S503). Then, the CPU 550 controls the
interface 510 to transmit the service application information
to the service server unit 600 installed in the parking lot to
which the additional service is to be applied for, based on the
parking address information acquired in Step S503 (Step
S504).

When the service server unit 600 receives information
transmitted from the server unit 500 (Step S505), the service
application recognizer 662 of the service server processor
660 recognizes the service application information.

The service application recognizer 662 of the service
server processor 600 recognizes the information about the
additional service from the service application information to
determine whether or not there is information for requesting
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reservation of the parking lot (Step S506). When there is no
information for requesting the reservation of the parking lot,
the service application recognizer 662 recognizes whether or
not the information about the additional service contains
another additional service to be applied for (Step S507).

On the other hand, when there is information for requesting
reservation of the parking lot in Step S506, the parking con-
dition recognizer 661 of the service server processor 660
recognizes the parking condition information (Step S508).
Then, the parking condition recognizer 661 recognizes that
there is no vacant parking space, reservation for a parking
space is not registered. Incidentally, in this case, the service
server processor 660 may generate notification information
for requesting to notify that there is no available parking space
for reservation and transmit the information to the server unit
500.

In Step S508, when the parking condition recognizer 661
recognizes that there is a vacant parking space, the parking
condition recognizer 661 acquires a parking space ID of the
vacant parking space. Then, the parking condition recognizer
661 adds information indicating that the parking space has
been reserved to the parking condition information 52 corre-
sponding to the acquired parking space ID 51 in the parking
condition information table 50. The service registration sec-
tion 663 of the service server processor 660 generates the
service reservation information 71 based on the personal
information of the service application information recog-
nized by the service application recognizer 662, the estimated
arrival time information, the information about the additional
service and the parking space ID 51 of which the parking
space has been reserved (Step S509).

Next, processing of Step S507 is performed, where the
service registration section 663 recognizes whether or not the
information for applying for the additional service is con-
tained. When the service application recognizer recognizes
that the information about the additional service does not
contain another service content information, the service reg-
istration section 663 generates application completion infor-
mation for notifying that the application of the additional
service has been completed (Step S510).

On the other hand, in Step S507, when the service appli-
cation recognizer 662 recognizes that the information about
the additional service contains other service content informa-
tion, the service registration section 663 recognizes the ser-
vice content information 62 that corresponds to this informa-
tion about the additional service based on the service content
information table 60 to acquire the service ID 61. Then, the
service registration section 663 of the service server proces-
sor 660 adds the acquired service ID 62 to the service ID 73 of
the service reservation information 71 generated in Step S509
(Step S511). The service server processor 660 stores the
service reservation information 71 in the service reservation
information table 70 of the storage section 630. Note that the
information about the additional service recognized in Step
S507 may not be limited to the registration of the additional
service, but may be information for canceling the additional
service, information for modifying the additional service and
the like. In such case, the service registration section 663 may
delete a service ID of a subjected additional service from the
service ID 73 ofthe service reservation information 71 or may
delete the service reservation information 71 itself. When the
information for canceling the reservation of the parking lot is
contained, the service registration section 663 deletes the
information contained in the parking reservation information
76. In addition, the service registration section 663 adds infor-
mation indicating vacancy to the parking condition informa-
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tion 52 corresponding to a subjected parking space ID 51 and
updates the parking condition information table 50.

Thereafter, the service server processor 660 performs pro-
cessing of Step S510 to generate the application completion
information and controls the network interface 610 to trans-
mit the application completion information to the server unit
500 (Step S512).

When the server unit 500 receives the information trans-
mitted from the service server unit 600 (Step S513), the
service application section 558 of the CPU 550 recognizes the
application completion information from the transmitted
information (Step S514).

Advantage of Second Embodiment

In the navigation system 200 of the second embodiment as
described above, when recognizing from the terminal unit
400 the request information for requesting the route search
processing to the destination, the server unit 500 retrieves
parking information for a plurality of parking lots and sets
travel routes from the current position of the vehicle to the
parking lots and travel routes from the parking lots to the
destination. The travel routes are transmitted to the terminal
unit 400 and displayed on the terminal display section 140 of
the terminal unit 400. Thus, since the travel routes to the
parking lots near the destination and the travel routes from the
parking lots to the destination can be searched for and dis-
played as in the first embodiment, conventional processing
for retrieving parking lots after arriving at the destination is
not necessary. Therefore, complicated retrieval operation is
not necessary, providing proper navigation for the vehicle.

When the server unit 500 recognizes from the terminal unit
400 the service application request information for applying
for the additional service, the service application section gen-
erates the service application information, which is transmit-
ted to the service server unit. Accordingly the user can easily
apply for the additional service at the terminal unit 400.

According to the second embodiment, the server unit 500
stores the map information and the traffic condition predic-
tion table 10 used for the traffic-jam prediction, the traffic
condition prediction table 10 having relatively large data
volume. Accordingly, the arrangement of the terminal unit
400 can be simplified. In addition, the map information and
the traffic condition prediction table 10 are updated in the
server unit 500, and the updated information can shared with
the terminal unit 400. Accordingly, the navigation system 200
can be improved in terms of the maintenance and manage-
ment ability and the operation ability. In addition, the terminal
units 400 can appropriately acquire the most updated infor-
mation and provide proper navigation according to the most
updated information, thereby improving the usability.

The server unit 500 storing the map information and the
traffic condition prediction table 10 searches for the travel
route and delivers the travel route to the terminal unit 400.
With the arrangement, the processing load of the terminal unit
400 can be reduced. In other words, the terminal unit 400 is
not required to have a large processing capacity, so that the
arrangement of the terminal unit 400 can be simplified, which
may be, for example, realized as a portable phone. Thus, the
size and the cost of the terminal unit can be reduced, thereby
easily promoting wider use thereof.

Since the processor 190 of the terminal unit 400 and the
CPU 550 of the server unit 500 are configured as programs,
the use of the map information is facilitated and thereby
promoting wider use thereof. The programs may be stored on
a recording medium in a manner readable by a computing
section, i.e., a computer. With the arrangement, the use of the
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map information can be facilitated and the programs can be
easily handled, thereby further expanding the use thereof. The
computing section may not necessarily be a single computer
but may be a plurality of computers connected over a net-
work, elements such as a CPU and a microcomputer, or a
circuit board on which a plurality of electronic parts are
mounted.

Modification of Embodiment

The present invention is not limited to the above-described
specific embodiments, but includes modifications as long as
the object of the present invention can be attained.

Although the terminal unit 400 is used as the navigation
device 100 (navigation system 200) and the terminal unit 400
in the embodiments described above, the arrangement is not
limited thereto. For example, the navigation device 100 and
the terminal unit 400 may be so arranged as to be carried by
the user, which may be a portable phone, a PHS (Personal
Handyphone System), a portable personal computer and the
like. In any case, as described above, the present invention is
most effectively applicable to a mobile body to which traffic
jams can be an obstacle to the travel thereof.

While the current position recognizer recognizes the cur-
rent-position information based on the data output from the
various sensors and the GPS data output from the GPS
receiver in the above embodiments, other methods may be
used for recognizing the current position of the mobile body.
As described above, the current position recognizer may rec-
ognize the simulated current position input at the terminal
input section 130 as the current position.

While the functions are realized in the form of programs in
the above description, the functions may be realized in any
form including hardware such as a circuit board or elements
such as an IC (Integrated Circuit). In view of easy handling
and promotion of the use, the functions are preferably stored
and read from programs or recording media.

Although the route processor 195 sets the travel route
based on the traffic-jam prediction information on the basis of
the time-series data 12/, the arrangement is not limited
thereto. For example, the route processor may generate the
travel route information based only on the current traffic-jam
information, and the route searcher may generate the travel
route information based also on the traffic-jam prediction
information only when desired by the user. In such case, no
load is applied to the processor 190 in generating the travel
route information, thus realizing quicker processing.

Although the parking condition recognizer 194B of the
traffic condition recognizer 194 estimates the wait time at the
parking lot based on the time-series data 127, the arrangement
is not limited thereto. For instance, the service server unit
installed in each of the parking lots may obtain an average
parking time of vehicles to generate statistical parking pro-
cessing information that is obtained by statistically process-
ing the average parking time on time basis, the statistical
parking processing information being used to estimate the
wait time. In such case, the processor of the navigation device
may transmit to the service server unit request information for
requesting wait time information at a predetermined time or
for a predetermined time period. Then, the service server unit,
in response to the time information or the time period infor-
mation contained in the request information, generates wait
time information of the parking lot at the predetermined time,
which is then transmitted to the navigation device. With such
arrangement, the navigation device can acquirer detailed wait
time of each of the parking lots, thus providing more accurate
parking information.
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In the second embodiment, the parking condition recog-
nizer 553B generates the current parking condition informa-
tion based on the VICS data and the parking vacancy predic-
tion information based on the time-series data 12i, but the
arrangement is not limited thereto. For instance, the parking
space sensor of the sensor 620 in the service server unit 600
installed in each of the parking lots may recognize the
vacancy of each of the parking lot and transmit it to the server
unit 500 so that the server unit 500 can recognize the current
parking condition information. Alternatively, the entrance
sensor of the service server unit 600 may count the number of
vehicles entering/exiting from the parking lot and compute an
average parking time of vehicles, and the server unit 500 may
estimate rate of vacancy of the parking lot or a wait time of the
parking lot in order to generate the parking vacancy predic-
tion information based on the average parking time. By gen-
erating the current parking condition information and the
parking vacancy prediction information based on the actual
parking condition with the service server unit 600, the park-
ing condition information can be securely notified.

The navigation device 100 or the terminal unit 400 may be
removably installed in the vehicle. In such case, the user can
carry the guidance notifier or the terminal display section
even after parking the vehicle in the parking lot, continuous
navigation can be provided to the user until arriving at the
destination. Further, the navigation device 100 and the termi-
nal unit 400 may be so arranged as to be connected to a
portable device such as a portable phone, so that the portable
device may take over the map information and the travel route
information. With such arrangement, the travel route may be
continuously notified until arriving at the destination as
described above. In addition, the portable device with good
portability can be employed, which is preferable to carry.

Still further, when an additional service such as a courtesy
discount ticket of an event site is reserved at the time of
retrieving the parking lot with the navigation device, the
information about the reservation of the additional service
may be transterred to the portable device. With the arrange-
ment, since the information about the reservation of the addi-
tional service can be transferred to the portable device, the
information can be read out promptly when the information is
required in the event site.

Although information about the parking fee is listed in the
parking list in the first and second embodiments described
above, other service information of the parking lot may also
be listed. For instance, information about the scale of the
parking lot (i.e., the size, the number of floors, height of
ceiling, etc.), information about entrance and exit of the park-
ing lot (i.e., the size and the number of entrances and exits, the
size or the traffic density of aroad facing the entrance and exit,
etc.), information about parking spaces, opening hour and the
like. may be listed for each of the parking lots. In addition,
information about the parking method, such as whether the
user parks the vehicle by himself/herself or a keeper of the
parking lot assists the parking, and whether the vehicle has to
be parked backward or in-line, may also be listed in detail.

As described above, by listing the scale of the parking lotin
the parking list, when the user selects a parking lot that is
located near the destination and predicted to be congested, the
user can select a large parking lot or a multilevel parking lot
with many floors. Such large parking lot or multilevel parking
lot with many floors are less likely to be full, and even when
the user has to wait, the wait time may be long. Further, by
listing the information about the height of the ceiling in the
parking information in the parking list, even when the vehicle
of the user is a large-size car with large height, the user can
select a parking lot that is available for the large-size car.
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By listing the information about the entrance and exit of the
parking lots, the user can refer to the size of the entrance and
exit, the numbers of entrances and exits and the condition of
the road facing the entrance and exit in selecting a parking lot
near the destination or near a station where congestion is
predicted. Accordingly, the user can check a parking lot with
alarge entrance and exit, with larger number of entrances and
exits or with an entrance and exit facing a road with light
traffic density in selecting a parking lot. By selecting the
parking lot with the large entrance and exit, with large number
of entrances and exits or with the entrance and exit facing the
road with light traffic density, the user can avoid congestion at
the entrance and exit of the parking lot.

With the arrangement in which the information about the
parking spaces is listed in the parking list, the user can select,
for instance, a parking lot where the user can park the vehicle
with ease. With the arrangement in which the opening hour is
listed in the parking list, when, for instance, the user desires to
park the vehicle at night, the user can select a parking lot with
later close time.

Further by listing the information about the parking
method, e.g., whether the user drives the vehicle backward to
park the vehicle in parallel or to park in-line and whether or
not the keeper parks the vehicle instead of the user, the user
can avoid a parking lot with the parking method that the user
does not prefer.

As described above, by listing the service information of
parking lots in detail, the user can easily check the service
information and select a desired parking lot.

Although the service server unit 600 is installed in each of
the parking lots in the second embodiment, the arrangement is
not limited thereto. For instance, the service server unit 600
may be installed only in a large-scale parking lot. In such
case, one service server unit manages a plurality of parking
lots and transmits to the server unit the service information
and the additional service information of the plurality of
parking lots.

The specific structures and the operating procedures for the
present invention may be appropriately modified as long as
the scope of the present invention can be attained.

Advantage of Embodiment

As described above, in the above-described embodiments,
the navigation device 100 acquires the map information, the
current position information about the current position and
the destination information about the destination and operates
the information retriever 196 to retrieve the parking informa-
tion about the parking lots near the destination based on the
map information. Then, the route searcher 195A of the route
processor 195 sets the travel routes from the current position
to the parking lots and the travel routes from the parking lots
to the destination, these travel routes and the locations of the
parking lots being superimposed on the map information and
displayed on the terminal display section 140. Thus, since the
travel routes to the parking lots near the destination and the
travel routes from the parking lots to the destination can be
searched for and displayed, conventional processing for
retrieving parking lots after arriving at the destination is not
necessary. Therefore, proper support for the travel of the
vehicle can be provided.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention can be applied to a guidance notify-
ing device for notifying a traffic condition of a mobile body,
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its system, its method, a program executing the method, and
a recording medium storing the program.

The invention claimed is:

1. A guidance notifying device, comprising:

amap information acquirer for acquiring map information;

a current position acquirer for acquiring current position
information about a current position of a mobile body;

a destination acquirer for acquiring destination informa-
tion about a destination;

a facility information acquirer for acquiring plural pieces
of facility information about accommodating facilities
that accommodate the mobile body based on the map
information;

a service information acquirer for acquiring service infor-
mation about service content of the accommodating
facilities;

aroute setting section for setting first travel routes from the
current position to the accommodating facilities and
second travel routes from the accommodating facilities
to the destination; and

a notification controller for controlling a notifier to notify
one of the accommodating facilities and at least one of
the first and the second travel routes based on the first
and the second travel routes, wherein

the service information acquirer acquires entrance number
information about the number of entrances of the
accommodating facilities; and

the notification controller selects one of the accommodat-
ing facilities based on the entrance number information.

2. The guidance notifying device according to claim 1,

wherein the facility information acquirer acquires facility
information about accommodating facilities located within a
predetermined distance from the destination.

3. The guidance notifying device according to claim 1,

further comprising:

a public transportation information acquirer for acquiring
public transportation information about a public trans-
portation, wherein

the facility information acquirer acquires facility informa-
tion about an accommodating facility located near a
boarding/alighting zone of a first public transportation
that has another boarding/alighting zone near the desti-
nation or an accommodating facility located near a
boarding/alighting zone of a second public transporta-
tion that is transitable to the first public transportation,
and

the route setting section sets a travel route including the
public transportations.

4. The guidance notifying device according to claim 3,

further comprising:

a transportation fee information acquirer for acquiring
transportation fee information about a transportation fee
of'a public transportation that is required when traveling
the travel route including the public transportation.

5. The guidance notifying device according to claim 3,

further comprising:

transportation fee information acquirer for acquiring trans-
portation fee information about a transportation fee of a
public transportation that is required when traveling the
travel route including the public transportation, and

the notification controller displays the transportation fee
together with the accommodating facility and at least
one of the first and second travel routes.

6. The guidance notifying device according to claim 1,

further comprising:

a traffic information recognizer for recognizing traffic
information about a traffic condition;
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a statistical traffic information acquirer for acquiring sta-
tistical traffic information that is obtained by statistically
processing traffic conditions in the past based on time
factors; and

a traffic-jam-condition change recognizer for recognizing
a change over time in the traffic condition based on the
statistical traffic information, wherein

the route setting section sets a travel route in accordance
with the traffic information and the change over time in
the traffic condition.

7. The guidance notifying device according to claim 1,

further comprising:

a travel distance computing section for computing a first
travel distance about a distance of each of the first travel
routes and a second travel distance about a distance of
each of the second travel routes, wherein

the notification controller selects one of the accommodat-
ing facilities based on the first and second travel dis-
tances.

8. The guidance notifying device according to claim 7,
wherein the notification controller selects an accommodating
facility such that a total distance of the first and second travel
distances becomes short.

9. The guidance notifying device according to claim 7,
wherein the notification controller selects an accommodating
facility such that the second travel distance becomes short.

10. The guidance notifying device according to claim 1,
further comprising:

a time computing section for computing a first travel time
required for traveling each of'the first travel routes and a
second travel time required for traveling each of the
second travel routes, wherein

the notification controller selects one of the accommodat-
ing facilities based on the first and second travel times.

11. The guidance notifying device according to claim 10,
wherein

the time computing section computes an estimated arrival
time to arrive at the destination based on the first and
second travel times, and

the notification controller selects an accommodating facil-
ity with an early estimated arrival time.

12. The guidance notifying device according to claim 1,

further comprising:

a facility accommodation condition recognizer for acquir-
ing accommodation condition information about
accommodation conditions of the accommodating
facilities, wherein

w
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the notification controller selects one of the accommodat-
ing facilities based on the accommodation condition
information.
13. The guidance notifying device according to claim 1,
wherein
the service information acquirer acquires utilization fee
information about utilization fees required for utilizing
the accommodating facilities, and
the notification controller selects an accommodating facil-
ity requiring a low utilization fee.
14. The guidance notifying device according to claim 1,
wherein
the service information acquirer acquires facility scale
information about scales of the accommodating facili-
ties, and
the notification controller selects an accommodating facil-
ity with a large scale.
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15. The guidance notifying device according to claim 1,

wherein

the service information acquirer acquires accommodation
space information about a size of an accommodation
space for accommodating a mobile body

the notification controller selects an accommodating facil-
ity with a large accommodation space with higher pri-
ority.

16. The guidance notifying device according to claim 1,

wherein

the service information acquirer acquires available time
information about available times of the accommodat-
ing facilities, and

the notification controller selects an accommodating facil-
ity with a long available time.

17. The guidance notifying device according to claim 1,

wherein

the service information acquirer acquires accommodation
method information about accommodation methods for
accommodating a mobile body in the accommodating
facilities, and

the notification controller gives priorities to accommoda-
tion methods for accommodating the mobile body in
accommodation spaces of the accommodating facilities,
the notification controller selecting an accommodating
facility with an accommodation method to which a high
priority is given.

18. The guidance notifying device according to claim 1,

further comprising:

an additional service information acquirer for acquiring
additional service information about additional service
content of the accommodating facilities, wherein

the notification controller controls the notifier to notify the
additional service information together with the accom-
modating facilities and at least one of the first and second
travel routes.

19. A guidance notifying system, comprising:

a server unit that stores map information in a storage sec-
tion; and

a terminal unit including a guidance notifying device, the
terminal unit acquiring the map information from the
server unit via a network, wherein

the guidance notifying device includes:

amap information acquirer for acquiring map information;

a current position acquirer for acquiring current position
information about a current position of a mobile body;

a destination acquirer for acquiring destination informa-
tion about a destination;

a facility information acquirer for acquiring plural pieces
of facility information about accommodating facilities
that accommodate the mobile body based on the map
information;

a service information acquirer for acquiring service infor-
mation about service content of the accommodating
facilities;

aroute setting section for setting first travel routes from the
current position to the accommodating facilities and
second travel routes from the accommodating facilities
to the destination; and

a notification controller for controlling a notifier to notify
one of the accommodating facilities and at least one of
the first and the second travel routes based on the first
and the second travel routes, wherein

the service information acquirer acquires entrance number
information about the number of entrances of the
accommodating facilities; and
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the notification controller selects one of the accommodat-
ing facilities based on the entrance number information.

20. The guidance notifying system according to claim 19,

further comprising:

a service server unit that is connected with the server unit
via a network, the service server unit receiving service
request information about reservation or cancellation of
reservation of services of the accommodating facilities,
the service request information transmitted from the
terminal unit.

21. A guidance notifying system, comprising:

a terminal unit including a guidance notifying device
according to claim 1; and

a service server unit that is connected with the terminal unit
via a network, the service server unit receiving service
request information about reservation or cancellation of
reservation of services of the accommodating facilities,
the service request information transmitted from the
terminal unit,

wherein the guidance notifying device includes:

amap information acquirer for acquiring map information;

a current position for acquirer for acquiring current posi-
tion information about a current position of a mobile
body;

a destination acquirer for acquiring destination informa-
tion about a destination;

a facility information acquirer for acquiring plural pieces
of facility information about accommodating facilities
that accommodate the mobile body based on the map
information;

a route setting section for setting first travel routes from the
current position to the accommodating facilities and
second travel routes from the accommodating facilities
to the destination; and

a notification controller for controlling a notifier to notify
one of the accommodating facilities and at least one of
the first and the second travel routes based on the first
and the second travel routes.

22. The guidance notifying system according to claim 20,

wherein

the terminal unit includes:

an additional service information acquirer for acquiring
additional service information about additional services
provided by the accommodating facilities;

a service request information generator for generating ser-
vice request information for requesting reservation or
cancellation of reservation of the services provided by
the accommodating facilities; and

a transmitter for transmitting the service request informa-
tion.

23. The guidance notifying system according to claim 21,

wherein

the terminal unit includes:

an additional service information acquirer for acquiring
additional service information about additional services
provided by the accommodating facilities;

a service request information generator for generating ser-
vice request information for requesting reservation or
cancellation of reservation of the services provided by
the accommodating facilities; and

a transmitter for transmitting the service request informa-
tion.

24. The guidance notifying system according to claim 20,

wherein

the service server unit includes a managing accommoda-
tion condition recognizer for recognizing accommoda-
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tion condition information about an accommodation
condition of an accommodating facility that is managed
by the service server unit.

25. The guidance notifying system according to claim 21,

wherein

the service server unit includes a managing accommoda-
tion condition recognizer for recognizing accommoda-
tion condition information about an accommodation
condition of an accommodating facility that is managed
by the service server unit.

26. A guidance notifying method, comprising:

acquiring map information, current position information
about a current position of a mobile body, and destina-
tion information about a destination;

acquiring plural pieces of facility information about
accommodating facilities for accommodating the
mobile body based on the map information;

acquiring service information about service content of the
accommodating facilities;

setting a first route from the current position to each of the
accommodating facilities and a second route from each
of the accommodating facilities to the destination; and

notifying with a notifier one of the accommodating facili-
ties and at least one of the first travel route and the second
travel route based on the first travel route and the second
travel route,

wherein the acquiring of service information involves
acquiring entrance number information about the num-
ber of entrances of the accommodating facilities; and

the notifying involves selecting one of the accommodating
facilities based on the entrance number information.

27. A guidance notifying program for operating a comput-

ing unit as a guidance notifying device, wherein

the guidance notifying device includes:

amap information acquirer for acquiring map information;

a current position for acquirer for acquiring current posi-
tion information about a current position of a mobile
body;

a destination acquirer for acquiring destination informa-
tion about a destination;

a facility information acquirer for acquiring plural pieces
of facility information about accommodating facilities
that accommodate the mobile body based on the map
information;

a service information acquirer for acquiring service infor-
mation about service content of the accommodating
facilities;

aroute setting section for setting first travel routes from the
current position to the accommodating facilities and
second travel routes from the accommodating facilities
to the destination; and

a notification controller for controlling a notifier to notify
one of the accommodating facilities and at least one of
the first and the second travel routes based on the first
and the second travel routes, wherein

the service information acquirer acquires entrance number
information about the number of entrances of the
accommodating facilities; and

the notification controller selects one of the accommodat-
ing facilities based on the entrance number information.

28. A guidance notifying program for operating a comput-

ing unit to perform a guidance notifying method,

the guidance notifying method includes:

acquiring map information, current position information
about a current position of a mobile body, and destina-
tion information about a destination;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

52

acquiring plural pieces of facility information about
accommodating facilities for accommodating the
mobile body based on the map information;

acquiring service information about service content of the
accommodating facilities;

setting a first route from the current position to each of the
accommodating facilities and a second route from each
of the accommodating facilities to the destination; and

notifying with a notifier one of the accommodating facili-
ties and at least one of the first travel route and the second
travel route based on the first travel route and the second
travel route, wherein

the acquiring of service information involves acquiring
entrance number information about the number of
entrances of the accommodating facilities; and

the notifying involves selecting one of the accommodating
facilities based on the entrance number information.

29. A recording medium that stores a guidance notifying

program in a manner readable by a computing unit, wherein
the guidance notifying program operates the computing
unit to function as a guidance notifying device, and
the guidance notifying device includes:

amap information acquirer for acquiring map information;

a current position acquirer for acquiring current position
information about a current position of a mobile body;

a destination acquirer for acquiring destination informa-
tion about a destination;

a facility information acquirer for acquiring plural pieces
of facility information about accommodating facilities
that accommodate the mobile body based on the map
information;

a service information acquirer for acquiring service infor-
mation about service content of the accommodating
facilities;

a route setting section for setting first travel routes from the
current position to the accommodating facilities and
second travel routes from the accommodating facilities
to the destination; and

a notification controller for controlling a notifier to notify
one of the accommodating facilities and at least one of
the first and the second travel routes based on the first
and the second travel routes, wherein

the service information acquirer acquires entrance number
information about the number of entrances of the
accommodating facilities; and

the notification controller selects one of the accommodat-
ing facilities based on the entrance number information.

30. A recording medium that stores a guidance notifying

program in a manner readable by a computing unit, wherein
the guidance notifying program operates the computing
unit to execute a guidance notifying method, and

the guidance notifying method includes:

acquiring map information, current position information
about a current position of a mobile body, and destina-
tion information about a destination;

acquiring plural pieces of facility information about
accommodating facilities for accommodating the
mobile body based on the map information;

acquiring service information about service content of the
accommodating facilities;

setting a first route from the current position to each of the
accommodating facilities and a second route from each
of the accommodating facilities to the destination; and

notifying with a notifier one of the accommodating facili-
ties and at least one of the first travel route and the second
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travel route based on the first travel route and the second the notifying involves selecting one of the accommodating
travel route, wherein facilities based on the entrance number information.

the acquiring of service information involves acquiring
entrance number information about the number of
entrances of the accommodating facilities, and L
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