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Dr. Luann Becker. Reproduced with permission.)
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CURCULIONIDAE

Snout beetle. (From T. I. Storer
and R. L. Usinger, General
Zoology, 3d ed., McGraw-Hill,
1957)

Junctions; used as an adjunct to anesthesia in surgery.
[ kyl'ri-re )

eurb [CIvVENG] A border of concrete or row of joined stones
fpmnng part of a gutter along a street edge. [MIN ENG] A
timber frame, circular or square, w edged in a shaft to make a
foundation for walling or tubbing, or to support, with or without
other timbering, the walls of the shaft. [ karb )

curb roof [ArcH] A roof with a ridge at its center and a
parallel lower ridge on both sloping sides. ( 'karb ,riif )

curbweight [MechinG] The weight of a motor vehicle plus
fuel and other components or equipment necessary for standard
operation; does not include driver weight or payload.
( 'karb ,wat )

Curculionidae [INvz00]  The true weevils or snout beetles,
a family of coleopteran insects in the superfamily Curcu-
lionoidea. [ kor kyi-Ie"tin-a,dé |

Curculionoidea [NV zoo] A superfamily of coleopteran
insects in the suborder Polyphaga.  ( kor kyil-1¢-3'noid &2 |
curculionoid larva  [INvz00] A kind of beetle larva having
a highly reduced and’ grublike body. ( kar'kyll-le-a,noid
‘lirvo )

Curcurbitaceae [oT] A family of dicotyledonous herbs or
herbaceous vines in the order Violales characterized by an
inferior ovary, unisexual flowers, onc to five stamens but typi-
cally three, and a sympetalous corolla.  { kar,kar-ba'tis<¢,2 )
Curcurbitales [BoT] The ordinal name assigned to the Curc-
urbitaceae in some systems of classification. { karkar
ba'ta-lez )
curd [BOT] The edible flower heads of members of the mus-
tard family such as broccoli. [Foop ENG] 1. The clotted
portion of soured milk or milk treated with an acid or enzyme;
used in making cheese. 2. Any food resembling milk curd.
{ kard }
cure [cHEM] To change the properties of a resin material by
chemical polycondensation or addition reactions. See vulcani-
zation. [ENG] A process by which concrete is kept moist
for its first week or month to provide enough water for the
cement to harden.  Also known as mature.  { kyur )
curet [MED] An instrument, shaped like a spoon or scoop,
for scraping away tissue. { kyu'ret }
cure time [cHEM ENG] The amount of time required for a
rubber compound to reach maximum viscosity or modulus at
a given temperature. { 'kyur tim }
curettage [MeD]  Scraping of the inside of a body cavity or
the hollow of an organ with a curet. { kyu-ra'tizh )
curie [NUCLEO] A unit of radioactivity, defined as that quan-
tity of any radioactive nuclide which has 3.700 X 10'° disinte-
grations per second.  Abbreviated c; Ci.  { 'kyuor-€ )
Curlebalance [ENG] Aninstrument for determining the sus-
ceptibility of weakly magnetic materials, in which the deflection
produced by a strong per gnet on a ded tube
containing the speci is d. { 'kyar-¢ bal-ans }
Curie constant [ELECTROMAG] The electric or magnetic
susceptibility at some temperature times the difference of the
temperature and the Curie temperature, which is a constant at
temperatures above the Curie temperature according to the
Curie-Weiss law. [ 'kyur-¢ kiin-stont
Curle point See Curie temperature, | 'kyur-& point |
Curie principle  [T1ERMO]  The principle that a macroscopic
cause never has more elements of symmetry than the effect it
produces; for example, a scalar cause cannot produce a vectorial
ceffect. [ 'kyar-€ prin-sa-pal }

Curle scale of temperature  [THERMO] A temperature scale
based on the susceptibility of a paramagnetic substance, assum-
ing that it obeys Curie’s law; used at temperatures below about
| kelvin. { jkyur-¢ jskal ov 'tem-pra-char )

Curie’s law [ELECTROMAG] The law that the magnetic sus-
ceptibilities of most paramagnetic substances are inversely pro-
portional to their absolute temperatures, { 'kyur,éz |16 |

Curie temperature [ELECTROMAG] The temperature mark-
ing the transition between ferromagnetism and paramagnetism
or between the ferroelectric phase and paraclectric phase.
Also known as Curie point. | 'kyur-€ {tem:pra-chor }

Curie-Weiss law [ELECTROMAG] A relation between mag-
netic or electric susceptibilitics and the absolute temperatures
which is followed by ferromagnets, antiferromagnets, nonpolar
ferroclectrics, antiferroelectrics, and some paramagnets.
[ Jkyur€ vis 16 |

curine See bebeerine, [ 'kyu,rén |

R

curing [CHEM ENG] A process in which
mcr.\gurc chemically cross-linked to form Pmo:ymm O oy,
[c1v ENG] A process for bringing freshly Placeq Mty
required strength unq quality by maintaining ghe p, e,
temperature at spcmﬁgd levels for a given pcn(,dl ity g
Also known as seasoning. [sc1 TECH) Any one O limy
processes whereby a product is preserved, perfecteq of Yty
for use. { 'kyurin | O feag,
curing agent See hardener. [ 'kyur-in 4.jan )
curing temperature  [CHEM] That temperature 4 .
resin or adhesive is subjected to curing, l'km,~“h"h’
pra-char |} " len
curing time  [CHEM] The period of time ip which
subjected to heat or pressure (o cure the resip, [EN(; Par
interval between the stopping of moving parts d"n’ng' lthmk
plastics molding and the release of mold Pressure. 41
known as molding time. [ 'kyur:ip tim | Al
curite [MINERAL] PbUsO,;-4H,0  An Orange.req ryg
tive mineral, occurring in acicular crystals, an alteration T
of uraninite. { 'kyu,rit Py
curium [cHEM]  Anelement, symbol Cm, atomic Numb
§ . R t
the isotope of mass 244 is the principal source of his
produced element. [ 'kyur-¢-am )
curium-242  [NUCPHYS]  Anisotope of curium, masg p,
242; half-life is 165.5 days for a-particle emission: 12% |y
years for spontaneous fission. { 'kyur-&-am l"“:mfd'é'mj
curlum-244  [NUCPHYS]  Anisotope of curium, mas rlmmba
244; half-life is 16.6 ycars for a-particle emission; | 4 y I
years for spontaneous fission; potential use as compact
electric power source. | 'kyur-&-am }lﬂ}férd-é{fér]
curl [FOr] A block of timber cut from a crotch for Culing
into veneers. [MATER] A defect of paper caused by uneguy
alteration in the dimensions of the top and underside of the
sheet. [MATH] The curl of a vector function is a vector which
is formally the cross product of the del operator and the vecy,
Also known as rotation (rot). { karl )
curling [MECH ENG] A forming process in which the edge
of a sheet-metal part is rolled over to produce a hollow tubyly
crim. { 'karl-ip )
curling dies [MECH ENG] A set of tools that shape the ends
of a piece of work into a form with a circular cross section
{ 'karl-ip diz }
curling factor See griseofulvin. [ 'karl-ip fak-tar |
curling machine [MECH ENG] A machine with curling dies;
used to curl the ends of cans. { 'karl-ip ;ma'shén |
Curling’sulcer [MED] An acute gastric ulcer associated wih
severe skin burns.  { 'karlipz ,al-sar )
curlytop [PLPATH] A virus disease of sugarbeets and certain
other plants that is transmitted by a leafhopper; affected plans
are dwarfed and have curled, upturned leaves. | 'karl¢ tip|
currant  [BOT] A shrubby, deciduous plant of the genus Ribes
in the order Rosales; the edible fruit, a berry, is borne in cluster
on the plant. { 'kor-ant )
currant leaf spot  [pL pATH] 1. An angular leaf spot of cu-
rants caused by the fungus Cercospora angulata. 2. At
anthracnose of currants caused by Pseudopeziza ribis and char
acterized by brown or black spots. | 'kar-ant &f spit |
current [ELEC] The net transfer of electric charge per vl
time; a specialization of the physics definition. Also know
as electric current.  [pHYS] 1. The rate of flow of any co
served, indestructible quantity across a surface per unit U<
2. See current density. | 'kar-ant } 2
currentalgebra [paRTIC PHys] The application of algebri
relationships among currents derived from approximate S
metries, such as broken SU; symmetry, to the study of hadrons
{ 'kar-ant ,al*jo-bra ) :
current amplification [ELEcTR]  The ratio of oull‘““‘!g““'
current (o input-signal current for an electron tube, lrm\.l‘ll“"{-
or magnetic amplifier, the multiplier section of a mullfi’i ’in
phototube, or any other amplifying device; often EXPrEss -
decibels by multiplying the common logarithm of the rano ™
20. ( 'kar-ant am-pla-fa'ka-shan )
current amplifier [erEcTR] An amplifier capable ©
ering considerably more signal current than is fed in.
ant am-pld, fi-ar ) S
currentantinode [cLrc] A point at which cU"_"“'.MI il
mum along a transmission line, antenna, or other ¢ireull €8
having standing waves.  Also known as current loop-
ant ‘an-ta,nod )
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