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id; become void. 3 intr. (of a person) die. 4 m. (usu. foll. by from;
also absol.) exhale (air, etc.) from the lungs. oo exepireastoery adj.
(insense 4). [MEf. OF expirerf. L exspirare (as EX-1, spirare breathe)]

exspisry /ikspiree/ n. 1 expiration. 2 death,

exeplain /iksplayn/ v.er. 1 make clear or intelligible with detailed
information, etc. (also absol.: let me explain). 2 (foll. by thatr + clause)
say by way of explanation. 3 account for (one’s conduct, ctc.). nex-
plain away minimize the significance of (a difficulty or mistake) by
explanation. explain oneself 1 make one’s meaning clear. 2 give an
account of one’s motives or conduct. oo ex+plainsasble adj. ex-plaine
er n. [L explanare (as EX-1, planus flat, assim. to PLAIN')]

exsplasnastion /¢ksplondyshon/ 7. 1 the act or an instance of ex-
plaining. 2 a statement or circumstance that explains something.
3 a declaration made with a view to mutual understanding or rec-
onciliation. [ME f. L explanatio (as EXPLAIN)]

exsplansas-toery /iksplanatawree/ adj. serving or intended to serve to
explain. oo exsplansastosrisly adv. [LL explanatorius (as EXPLAN)]

ex+plant /eksplant/ v. & n. Biol. ev.tr. transfer (living cells, tissues,
or organs) from animals or plants to a nutrient medium. e z. a piece
of explanted tissue, etc. oo exsplanstastion ». [mod.L explantare (as
EX-1, plantare PLANT)]

exsplestive /éksplativ/ n. & adj. en. 1 an oath, swearword, or other
expression, used in an exclamation. 2 a word used to fill out a sen-
tence, etc., esp. in verse. sadj. serving to fill out (esp. a sentence,
line of verse, etc.).

WORD HISTORY [24aiti]

English (as an adjective): from late Latin expletivus,
+ plere fill.’ The general noun
t a sentence’. (early 17th cten-
oath or swear word in the ear-

exspliecate /éksplikayt/ z.1. 1 develop the meaning or implication of
(an idea, principle, etc.). 2 make clear; explain (esp. a literary text).
oo exspliscastion /-kdyshorn/ n. exepliscative /¢ksplikaytiv,
ikspliketiv/ adj. exspliscastor n. exspliscastorry /Cksplikotdwree,
iksplik~/ adj. [L explicare explicar- unfold (as Ex-1, plicare plicat- or
plicit- fold)}

exspliceit /iksplisit/ adj. 1 expressly stated, leaving nothing merely
implied; stated in detail. 2 (of knowledge, a notion, etc.) definite;
clear. 3 (of a person, book, etc.) expressing views unreservedly;
outspoken. oo exspliceitsly adv. exsplicsitness n. [F explicite or L
explicitus (as EXPLICATE)]
P See note at IMPLICIT.

exsplode /ikspldd/ v. 1 a intr. (of gas, gunpowder, 2 bomb, a boiler,
etc.) expand suddenly with a loud noise owing to a release of inter-
nal energy. b . cause (a bomb, etc.) to explode. 2 inr. give vent
suddenly to emotion, esp. anger. 3 inzr. (of a population, etc.) in-
crease suddenly or rapidly. 4 ¢ show (a theory, etc.) to be false or
baseless. 5 tr: (as exploded adj.) (of a drawing, etc.) showing the
components of a mechanism as if separated by an explosion but
in the normal relative positions. oo exsplodser 7. {earliest in sense
4: L explodere hiss off the stage (as Ex-1, plodere plos- = plaudere clap)]

exeploit n. & v. en. /éksployt/ a bold or daring feat. e v.1r. fiksployt/
1 make use of (a resource, etc.); derive benefit from. 2 usu. derog.
utilize or take advantage of (esp. a person) for one’s own ends.
oo exeploit-asble adj. exsploistastion 7. exsploistastive /iksploytotiv/
adj. exsploiteer n. exsploistive adj. [ME f. OF esploit, exploiter ult. f.
L explicare: see EXPLICATE]

exsplosrastion /éksplordyshon/ n. 1 an act or instance of exploring.
2 the process of exploring. on exsplosrastional adj.

exsploreastosry /iksplawrotawree/ adj. 1 (of discussion, etc.) prelim-
inary; serving to establish procedure, etc. 2 of or concerning ex-
ploration or investigation (exploratory surgery).

exsplore /iksplawr/ v.tr. 1 travel extensively through (a country, etc.)
in order to learn or discover about it. 2 inquire into; investigate
thoroughly. 3 Surgery examine (a part of the body) in detail. oo exe
ploreastive /-rativ/ adj. [F explorer f. L explorare]

exsplorer /iksplawrar/ n. a traveler into undiscovered or uninvesti-
gated territory, esp. to get scientific information.

exsplossion /iksplézhon/ 7. 1 the act or an instance of exploding. 2 a
loud noise caused by something exploding. 3 a a sudden outburst
of noise. b a sudden outbreak of feeling, esp. anger. 4 a rapid or
sudden increase, esp. of population. [L. explosio scornful rejection
(as BEXPLODE)]

exsplossive /ikspldsiv/ adj. & n. eadj. 1 able or tending or likely to
explode. 2 likely to cause a violent outburst, etc.; (of a situation,
etc.) dangerously tense. o 7. an explosive substance. oo exsplossives
ly adv. exsplossivesness .

exspo /ékspo/ n. (also Ex+po) (pl. »pos) a large international exhibi-
tion. [abbr. of EXPOSITION 4]

exsposnent /ikspénont/ n. & adj. sn. 1 a person who favors or pro-
motes an idea, etc. 2 a representative or practitioner of an activity,

337 expiry ~ expression

profession, etc. 3 a person who explains or interprets something.
4 an executant (of music, etc.). 5 a type or representative. 6 Math.
a raised symbol or expression beside a numeral indicating how
many times it is to be multiplicd by itself (e.g., 23 =2 x 2 x 2).
eadj. that sets forth or interprets. [L exponere (as x-1, ponere pos-
- put)]

exsposnenstial /ékspanénshal/ adj. 1 Math. of or indicated by a
mathematical exponent. 2 (of an increase, etc.) more and more
rapid. oo exsposnenstialely adv. [F exponentiel (as EXPONENT)]

exsposnendtial funcetion n. Marh. a function that increases as a
quantity raised to a power determined by the variable on which
the function depends.

exsposnenstial growth n. Biol. a form of population growth in which
the rate of growth is related to the number of individuals present.

exsport v. & n. ew.mn. lekspawrt, ¢ks—/ send out (goods or services)
esp. for sale in another country. e n. /ékspawrt/ 1 the process of ex-
porting. 2 a an exported article or service. b (in pl.) an amount ex-
ported (expores exceeded $50 billion). 3 (anrib.) suitable for export,
esp. of better quality. oo exsporteasble adj. exsporteasbilsisty 7. exs
porstastion n. exsporteer n. [L exportare (as EX-1, portare carry)]

exspose /ikspdz/ v.zr. 1 leave uncovered or unprotected, esp. from
the weather. 2 (foll. by 0) a cause to be liable to or in danger of
(evas exposed to great danger). b lay open to the action or influence
of; introduce to (exposed to bad influences, exposed to Hemingway at
a young age). 3 (as exposed adj.) a (foll. by t0) open to; unprotect-
ed from (exposed to the cast). b vulnerable; risky. 4 Photog. subject
(film) to light, esp. by operation of a camera. 5 reveal the identity
or fact of (esp. a person or thing disapproved of or guilty of crime,
etc.). 6 disclose; make public. 7 exhibit; display. 8 put up for sale.
o expose oneself display one’s body, esp. the genitals, publicly and
indecently. oo exsposser n. [ME f. OF exposer after L exponere: see
EXPONENT, POSE!}

exspo+sé /ckspozay/ n. (also exspose) 1 an orderly statement of facts.
2 the act or an instance of revealing something discreditable. {F,
past part. of exposer (as EXPOSE)]

exspoesistion /ékspazishon/ n. 1 an explanatory statement or ac-
count, 2 an explanation or commentary; an interpretative article
or treatise. 3 Mus. the part of a movement, esp. in sonata form, in
which the principal themes are first presented. 4 a large public ex-
hibition. 5 archaic exposure. na exspossistionsal adj. exspossistive
-pézitiv/ adj. [ME f. OF exposition, or L expositio (as EXPONENT)]

exspossistor /ikspozitar/ n. an expounder or interpreter. oo @xeposs
istosry adj.

ex post faceto /¢ks post fakto/ adj. & adv. with retrospective action
or force. [L ex postfacto in the light of subsequent events]

exsposstuelate /iksposcholayt/ v.intr. (often foll. by with a person)
make a protest; remonstrate earnestly. Do exsposstuslastion
/~layshan/ n. exsposstulastoery /-latawree/ adj. [L expostulare expos-
tulat- (as Bx-1, postulare demand)]

exspossure /ikspdzhot/ n. 1 (foll. by 20) the act or condition of ex-
posing or being exposed (to air, cold, danger, etc.). 2 the condi-
tion of being exposed to the elements, esp. in severe conditions
(died from exposure). 3 the revelation of an identity or fact, esp. when
concealed or likely to find disapproval. 4 Photog. a the action of ex-
posing film, etc., to the light. b the duration of this action. € the
area of film, etc., affected by it. 5 an aspect or outlook (has a fine
southern exposure). 6 experience, esp. of a specified kind of work.
[ExpOSE after enclosure, etc.]

exspossure mester . Photog. a device for measuring the strength of
the light to determine the correct duration of exposure.

exspound /ikspéwnd/ v.zr. 1 set out in detail (a doctrine, etc.). 2 ex-
plain or interpret (a literary or doctrinal work). oo exspoundeer 7.
{ME f. OF espondre (as EXPONENT)]

exspress! /iksprés/ v.ir. 1 represent or make known (thought, feel-
ings, etc.) in words or by gestures, conduct, etc. 2 refl. say what one
thinks or means. 3 esp. Math. represent by symbols. 4 squeeze out
(liquid or air). oo exspresseer n. exspresseisble adj. [ME f. OF ex-
presser f. Rmc (as EX-1, PRESS?)]

ex-press? /iksprés/ adj., adv.,n., & v. eadj. 1 operating at high speed.
2 also /¢kspres/ a definitely stated, not merely implied. b archaic
(of a likeness) exact. 3 a done, made, or sent for a special purpose.
b (of messages or goods) delivered by a special messenger or serv-
ice. eadv. 1 at high speed. 2 by express messenger or train. ez,
1 a an express train or messenger. b an express rifle. 2 a company
undertaking the transport of packages, etc. e .21, send by express
messenger or delivery. oo exspresssly adv. (in senses 2 and 3a of
adj.) [ME f. OF expres f. L. expressus distinctly shown, past part. of
exprimere (as EX~1, premere press)]

exspresssion /ikspréshon/ 7. 1 the act or an instance of expressing.
2 a a word or phrase expressed. b manner or means of expressing
in language; wording; diction. 3 Marh. a collection of symbols
expressing a quantity. 4 a person’s facial appearance or intonation

See page xx for the Key to Pronunciation.
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