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AUTOMATION FALLBACK TO P2P LSPS FOR 
MLDP BUILT MULTIPOINT TREES 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

The present patent application claims priority to U.S. 
patent application Ser. No. 1 1/267,674 filed Nov. 4, 2005, 
entitled “In-Band Multicast Signaling. Using LDP. This 
application is incorporated by reference herein in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Businesses employ networks to interconnect their comput 
ers, servers, storage devices, and other network elements. As 
a business grows, so can its network, increasing the number of 
network elements coupled to the network, the number of 
network links, and also geographic diversity. A business 
network elements can be scattered throughout a city, a state, a 
country, or the world. Since it can be prohibitively expensive 
to create a private network that spans great distances, many 
businesses opt to rely upon a third-party provider's network 
to provide connectivity between network elements at dispar 
ate geographic sites. In order for the business network to 
seamlessly function through the provider's network, the pro 
vider's network must be able to provide a medium for trans 
mission of various types of data-streams, including multicast 
data-stream transmission. 

Multicast enables simultaneous transmission of data pack 
ets between a source and select receivers (i.e., those receivers 
belonging to a multicast group identified by a multicast group 
IP address). In packet-switched networks, multicast data 
packets are forwarded to receivers of a group through a mul 
ticast distribution tree that consists of number of network 
nodes. The nodes in a packet-switched network forward mul 
ticast data packets based on information (e.g., the Source 
and/or group IP addresses) contained in the packets. For 
purposes of explanation only, the term node will mean a 
router or a device that functions as a router, it being under 
stood that the term node should not be limited thereto. Rout 
ers of the tree are responsible for replicating multicast data 
packets at each bifurcation point (the point of the tree where 
branches fork). This means that only one copy of the multicast 
data packets travel over any particular link in the network, 
making multicast distribution trees extremely efficient for 
distributing the same information to many receivers. 

Multiprotocol Label Switching (MPLS) is one network 
technology often employed by provider networks. In opera 
tion, ingress edge label switch routers (LSRs) of MPLS net 
works assign labels to incoming data packets. Labels are 
short, fixed length, locally significant identifiers which are 
used to identify a Forwarding Equivalence Class (FEC). 
Packets that share the same requirement for transport across 
an MPLS network share the same FEC. Thus, packets belong 
ing to the same FEC (e.g., multicast data packets with the 
same source and group IP addresses) will generally follow the 
same path through the MPLS network. When assigning a 
packet to an FEC, the ingress edge LSR may look at the IP 
header of the packet and also some other information Such as 
the interface on which the packet arrived, to determine the 
appropriate FEC and thus the appropriate label to assign to the 
incoming data packet. 

Labeled packets are forwarded along a label switch path 
(LSP) that may include one or more other LSRs in the MPLS 
network. The LSRs of the LSP decide which way to forward 
an incoming packet based on the packets incoming label. 
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More particularly, LSRs use label information base (LIB) 
tables that map incoming labels of incoming packets to out 
going labels of outgoing packets and outgoing interfaces. 
Whenan LSR receives an incoming packet, the LSR typically 
uses its LIB table to map the incoming label of the incoming 
packet to an outgoing label. The LSR then Swaps the incom 
ing label with the mapped outgoing packet label, which tells 
the next LSR in the LSP how to forward the data packet. The 
LSR outputs the packet to the next LSR in the LSP out of an 
interface that is also identified in the LIB. MPLS allows LSRS 
to make simple forwarding decisions based on the contents of 
a simple label, rather than making a complex forwarding 
decision based on IP addresses. 
LSPS come in several forms including: point-to-point 

(P2P) LSPs in which labeled packets are transmitted from one 
ingress LSR to one egress LSR, and; point-to-multipoint 
(P2MP) LSPs in which labeled packets are transmitted from 
one ingress LSR to multiple egress LSRs. P2MPLSPs can be 
used to transmit multicast data packets from a source on one 
side of the MPLS network to multiple receivers on the other 
side of the MPLS network. Branching LSRs in P2MP LSPs 
replicate packets as needed and forward the original and 
replicated packets to the next LSRs. 
LSPs are provisioned using Label Distribution Protocols 

(LDPs). LDP lets an LSR distribute labels to its LDP peers. 
When an LSR assigns a label to an FEC it informs its relevant 
peers of this label and its meaning, and LDP is used for this 
purpose. Since a set of labels from an ingress edge LSR to an 
egress edge LSR in an MPLS network defines an LSP, LDP 
helps in establishing a LSP by using a set of procedures to 
distribute the labels among the LSR peers. U.S. patent appli 
cation Ser. No. 1 1/267,674 describes an in-band multicast 
LDP (mLDP) technique that can be used to establish a P2MP 
LSP through an MPLS network. These P2MPLSPs within a 
MPLS network can be used to “connect” multicast group 
receivers on one side of an MPLS network to a source on the 
other side of the MPLS network, so that multicast packets 
transmitted by the source can reach the receivers notwith 
standing an intervening third-party provider MPLS network. 
The invention described in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 

11/267,674 works quite well if all LSRs, including core 
LSRs, are mLDP enabled. However, problems can arise in 
MPLS networks which contain LSRs which are not mLDP 
enabled. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention may be better understood, and its 
numerous objects, features and advantages made apparent to 
those skilled in the art by referencing the accompanying 
drawings. 

FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram of a network perform 
ing a multicast transmission. 

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating relevant aspects of a 
process performed by an edge LSR in response to receiving a 
PIM Join message from a downstream PIM enabled router. 

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating relevant aspects of a 
process performed by an mLDP enabled LSR in response to 
an mLDP label mapping message. 

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating relevant aspects of a 
process performed by an edge LSR in response to receiving 
an mLDP label mapping message via a directed LDP session 
with a downstream LSR. 

FIG. 5 is a flow chart illustrating relevant aspects of a 
process performed by an ingress edge LSR in response to 
receiving multicast data packets. 
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FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating relevant aspects of a 
process performed an LSR of a P2P LSP, which is used to 
transmit packets to a P2P or P2MP LSP created by mLDP 
enabled routers in accordance with the process shown in 
FIGS. 2 and 4. 5 

FIG. 7 is a simplified block diagram of a router suitable for 
implementing one or more aspects of one embodiment of the 
present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 10 

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 1 1/267,674 describes a 
method for creating a P2MP LSP within an MPLS enabled 
network. Each of the LSRS within the MPLS network 
described in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 1 1/267,674, are 15 
presumed to be mLDP enabled. To illustrate, FIG. 1 is an 
exemplary network 10 consisting of hosts H1-H3 coupled to 
PIM enabled routers R1-R3, respectively. FIG. 1 also shows 
router R1 coupled to routers R2 and R3 via an MPLS network 
12. MPLS network 12 includes MPLS enabled edge LRSs 20 
PE1-PE3 coupled to MPLS enabled core LSRs P1-P6. In 
addition to being MPLS enabled, edge LSRS PE1-PE3 are 
PIM enabled and coupled to routers R1-R3, respectively. For 
purposes of explanation, it will be temporarily presumed that 
each of the LSRS within MPLS network 12 is mLDP enabled 25 
or capable of operating in accordance with the invention 
described in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 1 1/267,674. 

Presume host HI is a source that generates multicast data 
packets destined for receivers of a multicast group identified 
by multicast IP address G. Further, presume that hosts H2 and 30 
H3 seek to join G as receivers. Because each of the LSRs 
within MPLS network 12 is mLDP enabled, a P2MPLSP can 
be configured in MPLS network 12 to transmit multicast data 
packets from source H1 to receivers H2 and H3 once they 
have successfully joined the multicast group G. The P2MP 35 
LSP can include edge LSR PE1 as the ingress point for the 
multicast data packets, and edge LSRS PE2 and PE3 as the 
egress points from which multicast data packets exit MLPS 
network 12 for subsequent transmission to receivers H2 and 
H3, respectively. Core LSRs P1-P4 can also be included in the 40 
P2 MPLSP, with core LSRP1 as the point of data replication 
in the P2MP LSP. However, if one or more LSRs within the 
MPLS network 12 is not mLDP enabled, it may be difficult if 
not impossible to create the P2MPLSP necessary to transmit 
multicast data packets from source H1 to receivers H2 and 45 
H3. For example, presume core LSRP4 is not mLDP enabled 
in accordance with U.S. patent application Ser. No. 1 1/267, 
674. As such, a P2MPLSP cannot be created transmitting a 
multicast data packet of interest that includes core LSR P4. 
The present invention describes a method of using a P2P 50 

LSP to transmit multicast data packets part way through an 
MPLS network. The P2P LSP can include core LSRS that are 
not mLDP enabled. The P2P LSP can be used in combination 
with a P2MP LSP created in accordance with the methods 
described in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 1 1/267,674 (or 55 
other methods) in order to complete the transmission of mul 
ticast data packets all the way through the MPLS network. For 
example, a P2MP LSP 14 can be created within MPLS net 
work 12 in accordance with U.S. patent application Ser. No. 
11/267,674, which consists of core LSRs P1-P3 and edge 60 
LSRS PE2 and PE3. P2MPLSP 14 can transmit multicast data 
packets received from P2P LSP 16 that includes edge LSR 
PE1 and core LSRs P4 and P1, where core LSR P4 is non 
mLDP enabled. In other words, P2P LSP 16 may be used to 
transmit multicast data packets from source HI to core LSR 65 
P1, and P2MPLSP 14 may be used to transmit the multicast 
data packets received from P2P LSP 16 out of the MPLS 

4 
network 12 to routers R2 and R3 for subsequent delivery to 
receivers H2 and H3, respectively. Thus, even though core 
LSR P4 is non-mLDP enabled, an LSP consisting of a P2P 
LSP 16 and P2MPLSP 14 can be formed in MPLS network 
12 for transmitting multicast data packets to receivers H2 and 
H3. 
One embodiment of the present invention could be imple 

mented as a computer program executing on one or more 
processors of routers, although those skilled in the art will 
readily recognize that the equivalent of Such software may 
also be constructed in hardware. If the invention is imple 
mented as a computer program, the program may be stored in 
a conventional computer readable medium that may include, 
for example: magnetic storage media Such as a magnetic disk 
(e.g., a floppy disk or a disk drive), or magnetic tape; optical 
storage media Such as an optical disk, optical tape, or machine 
readable barcode: Solid State electronic storage devices Such 
as random access memory (RAM), or read-only memory 
(ROM); or any other device or medium employed to store 
computer program instructions. 
The present invention will be described with reference to 

the MPLS network 12 shown in FIG. 1, it being understood 
that the present invention should not be limited thereto. For 
the remaining description, it will be presumed that core LSRs 
P1-P3 and edge LSRs PE1-PE3 are mLDP enabled as 
described in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 1 1/267,674. 
Moreover, it will be presumed for the remaining description 
that core LSR P4 is not mLDP enabled in accordance with 
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 1 1/267,674. 

U.S. patent application No. 1 1/267,674 describes relevant 
aspects performed by mLDP enabled routers during the cre 
ation of a P2MPLSP. The creation of P2MPLSP 14 in FIG. 
1 is initiated in response to edge LSR PE2 receiving a PIM 
Join message from PIM enabled router R2. FIG. 2 illustrates 
relevant aspects of process performed by edge LSR PE2 in 
response to receiving the PIM Join message, as shown in step 
20. It will be presumed that the PIMJoin message includes S 
and G, where S is the IP address of source H1, it being 
understood that other types of PIM Join messages are con 
templated. For purposes of explanation, it will be presumed 
that edge LSRPE2 does not have a multicast forwarding state 
for S. G when the PIM Join message is received. 

Returning to FIG. 2, edge LSR PE2 is PIM enabled and can 
use S to identify the RPF interface coupled to the next 
upstream PIM enabled router that is topologically closest to 
source H1 in step 22. The RPF interface can be identified 
using a unicast routing table in one embodiment. Other meth 
ods for determining the RPF interface of edge LSR PE2 are 
contemplated. The RPF interface identified in step 22 is 
directly coupled to core LSR P2, which is not PIM enabled. 
As such edge LSR PE2 cannot simply forward the PIM Join 
it receives to core LSR P2 in accordance with normal PIM 
procedures. Rather, in accordance with U.S. patent applica 
tion 11/267,674 edge LSR PE2 begins a process of using 
in-band signaling to create P2MP LSP 14. This process is 
initiated with edge LSR PE2 generating an opaque value as a 
function of S and G of the PIM Join as shown in step 24. The 
opaque value, in one embodiment, can be generated simply 
by concatenating S and G. In other embodiments, the opaque 
value can be generated using a different algorithm. In step 26, 
edge LSR PE2 identifies the IP address of the ingress edge 
LSR or the edge LSR (i.e., edge LSR PE1) on the other side 
of MPLS network 12 that is topologically closest to source 
H1. The IP address of the ingress edge LSR (i.e., edge LSR 
PE1) can be determined using S, the IP address of source H1, 
and a unicast routing table, although other methods are con 
templated for determining the IP address of the ingress edge 
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LSR. In step 30, edge LSR PE2 generates a multicast FEC 
(mFEC) and creates an LIB table. The mFEC can be gener 
ated simply by concatenating the opaque value generated in 
step 24 with the IP address identified in step 24. Other meth 
ods of generating the mFEC are contemplated. The mFEC 
may contain additional information. For example, the mEEC 
may contain information identifying whether S and G are 
IPv4 or IPv6 addresses. 

In step 32, edge LSR PE2 generates an incoming label that 
is associated with the mFEC generated in step 30. This label 
can be added to the LIB table created in step 32. Additionally, 
the interface of edge LSR PE2 that receives the PIM join 
message may be added to the LIB table and linked to the 
incoming label generated in step 32. In one embodiment, 
whenever edge LSR PE2 receives a labeled packet with the 
label generated in step 32, edge LSR PE2 will strip off the 
label and output the resulting packet through the interface 
linked to the label in the LIB table created in step 32. It is 
noted that the table may include additional interfaces of edge 
LSR PE2 through which data packet or replications thereof 
may be output to other downstream receivers (not shown in 
FIG. 1) coupled to other PIM enabled routers (not shown in 
FIG. 1). Finally, edge LSRPE2 generates and sends an mLDP 
label mapping message to upstream core LSRP2 through the 
RPF interface identified in step 22, as shown in step 34. The 
mLDP label mapping message includes the label generated in 
step 32 and the mFEC generated in step 30. 

FIG.3 illustrates relevantaspects of a process implemented 
by, for example, core LSRs of MPLS network 12 in response 
to receiving an mLDP label mapping message for building 
P2MPLSP14. For example, the process shown within FIG.3 
can be implemented by core LSRP1 in response to core LSR 
P1 receiving an mLDP label mapping message from core 
LSRP2. The mLDP label mapping message received by core 
LSRP1 was generated and sent by core LSR P2 in response 
to core LSR P2 receiving the mLDP label mapping message 
described with reference to FIG. 2. The mLDP label mapping 
message received by core LSRP1 contains the same mEEC 
generated in step 30 of FIG. 2. However, the mLDP label 
mapping message received by core LSRP1 contains a label 
generated by core LSR P2 that is different than the label 
generated by edge LSR PE2 in step 32 of FIG. 2. 

In response to core LSR P1 receiving the mLDP label 
mapping message in step 50, core LSR P1 determines 
whether it has an LIB table for the mEEC of the received 
mLDP label mapping message in step 52. For purposes of 
explanation, it will be presumed that core LSRP1 does not 
have an LIB table for the mFEC. Accordingly, core LSR1 
creates an LIB table for mFEC as shown in step 54. In step 56, 
core LSR P1 adds the label of the received mLDP label 
mapping message received in step 50 to the LIB table as an 
outgoing label. Additionally, the interface of core LSRP1 that 
received the mLDP label mapping message in step 50 is 
added to the LIB table for the mFEC and linked to the added 
outgoing label. As an aside, when the process shown in FIG. 
3 is implemented in core LSRP2, the label generated in step 
32 would be added to the LIB table for the mEEC as the 
outgoing label. 

In step 60, core LSR P1 generates an incoming label. 
Although not shown within the process of FIG.3, this incom 
ing label is also added to the LIB table created for the mFEC 
and linked to the label added in step 56. In one embodiment, 
whenever core LSR P1 receives a labeled packet with the 
label generated in step 60, core LSRP1 will swap the label 
with the outgoing label stored in step 56 and send the packet 
out of the interface linked to the outgoing label in the LIB 
table of the mEEC. 
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6 
In step 62, core LSRP1 generates and sends an mLDP label 

mapping message to the next LSR toward the edge LSR 
identified in the mFEC. In this example, core LSRP1 would 
send the mLDP label mapping message to core LSR P4. 
However, as noted above, core LSRP4 is not mLDP enabled 
and cannot implement the process shown in FIG. 3. Because 
core LSR P4is not mLDP enabled, core LSR P4 will not 
recognize the mFEC of mLDP label mapping message it 
receives from core LSRP1, and core LSR P4 will return an 
unknown FEC message or other error message to core LSR 
P1. Steps 64-70 of FIG.3 describe a method of bypassing a 
non-mLDP enabled core LSR in order to deliver the mLDP 
label mapping message to edge LSR identified in the mFEC. 
Specifically, in step 64 when core LSR P1 receives the 
unknown FEC message from core LSR P4, core LSR P1 
creates a directed LDP session with the edge LSR identified in 
the mFEC. Thereafter in step 70, core LSR P1 sends the 
mLDP label mapping message generated in step 62 to edge 
LSR PE1 via the directed LDP session, and the process then 
ends. Additionally, core LSRP1 may send its identification 
(e.g., the IP address for core LSRP1) along with the mLDP 
label mapping message to edge LSRPE1. In another embodi 
ment, core LSRP1 may know that the next upstream LSR is 
not mLDP enabled when core LSR P1 receives the mLDP 
label mapping message from the downstream router in step 
50. In this other embodiment, rather then send the mLDP 
label mapping message that core LSR generates to the next 
upstream LSR as shown in step 62, core LSRP1 may imme 
diately jump to step 66 and create the directed LDP session 
with LSR PE1, the edge LSR identified in the mFEC. There 
after core LSRP1 sends the mLDP label mapping message 
generated in step 62 to edge LSR PE1 as shown in step 70. 

FIG. 4 illustrates relevantaspects of a process implemented 
by an edge LSR, such as edge LSR PE1, in response to 
receiving an mLDP label mapping message from a down 
stream LSR via a directed LDP session. FIG. 4 will be 
described with reference to edge LSR PE1 receiving the 
mLDP label mapping message generated and sent by core 
LSRP1 in FIG. 3. In FIG. 4, the edge LSR (e.g., edge LSR 
PE1) determines whether it is the ingress edge LSR identified 
in the mFEC of the mLDP label mapping message it receives 
in step 80. In other words, edge LSR PE1 determines in step 
82 whether its IP address matches the IP address in the mFEC 
it receives in step 80. If the IP address of the mFEC doesn't 
match, the mLDP label mapping message received in step 80 
is dropped, and the process of FIG. 4 ends. If the IP addresses 
match, the process proceeds to step 84 where edge LSR PE1 
decodes the opaque value of the mFEC to produce S and G. 
The method of decoding the opaque value in step 84 is the 
reverse of the method used by edge router PE2 to create the 
opaque value as a function of S and G. 

In step 86, edge LSR PE1 determines whether it has an LIB 
table associated with S and G. It will be presumed for the 
purposes of explanation only, that edge LSR PE1 does not 
have an LIB table associated with S and G when edge LSR 
PE1 receives the mLDP label mapping message from core 
LSRP1 in step 80. Accordingly, edge LSR PE1 creates an 
LIB table for S, G in step 90. and in step 92 edge LSR PE1 
adds to the LIB table for S, G, the label contained within the 
mLDP label mapping message it receives from core LSRP1. 
No interface of ingress edge LSR PE1 is linked to the label 
added to the LIB table in step 92. Rather, as shown in step 94. 
ingress edge LSR PE1 selects an existing P2P LSP (e.g., P2P 
LSP 16) which couples edge LSR PE1 to the downstream 
LSR (e.g., core LSRP1) that sent the mLDP label mapping 
message received in step 80. Thereafter, edge LSR PE1 links 
the LIB table for S. G to the LIB table existing for the selected 
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P2PLSP, as shown in step 96. As will be described below, the 
selected P2P LSP can be used to transmit multicast data 
packets to core LSRP1 for subsequent transmission on the 
P2MPLSP created using the processes shown within FIGS. 2 
and 3. Once the LIB table for S, G is linked to the LIB table for 
the selected P2P LSP, the process of FIG. 4 ends. 

FIG.5 illustrates relevantaspects of a process implemented 
by an ingress edge LSR in response to receiving multicast 
data packets, after the ingress edge LSR has set up a forward 
ing state using the process shown in FIG. 4. For example, the 
process shown in FIG. 5 can be implemented by edge LSR 
PE1 after the process shown in FIG. 4 has been completed and 
in response to edge LSR PE1 receiving multicast data packets 
generated by source H1. The multicast data packets received 
from source H1 have a header, which in turn includes the S 
and Gaddresses In FIG. 5, the process initiates when ingress 
edge LSR PE1 receives the S. G. multicast data packets as 
shown in step 100. Edge LSR PE1 accesses the header for the 
multicast data packet to read the S and Gaddresses contained 
therein. Edge LSRPE1 then accesses the LIB table associated 
with S.G and reads the outgoing label (e.g., the label stored in 
step 92 of FIG. 4) stored therein. Thereafter, edge LSR PE1 
assigns or attaches the outgoing label to the multicast data 
packet it receives in step 100, thereby creating a labeled 
multicast data packet as shown in step 104. In normal LSP 
transmission, the labeled multicast data packet would be 
transmitted to a core LSR. However, since the LIB table for S, 
G is linked to the LIB table for P2P LSP 16 Selected in FIG. 
4, edge LSR PE1 attaches the outgoing label from the P2P 
LSPLIB table that is linked to the LIB table for S, G, thereby 
creating a stacked label multicast data packet. In the stacked 
label multicast data packet, the top label is the outgoing P2P 
LSP label from the LIB table for P2P LSP 16, while the 
bottom label is the outgoing label from the LIB table for S.G 
(the label generated by core LSRP1 in step 60 of FIG. 3). 
Thereafter in step 110, the stacked label multicast data packet 
is transmitted to the next LSR of the P2P LSP through the 
interface of edge LSR PE1 identified in the LIB table for P2P 
LSP 16. In this particular example, the stacked label multicast 
data packet is transmitted to core LSR P4, the LSR that is 
non-mLDP enabled. 
The LSRs in P2P LSP 16 operate in accordance with nor 

mal MPLS protocol when receiving and forwarding labeled 
packets. FIG. 6 illustrates relevant aspects of a process 
employed by core LSRs of P2PLSP 16. In step 120, core LSR 
P4receives the stacked label multicast data packet generated 
and sent by ingress edge LSR P1 in accordance with the 
process shown in FIG. 5. In response, core LSR P4 deter 
mines whether it is the penultimate LSR within the P2P LSP. 
If core LSRP4 was not the penultimate LSR, then in step 130, 
core LSR P4 would swap the top, incoming P2P LSP label of 
the packet with an outgoing P2PLSP label in accordance with 
the LIB table in core LSR P4 and send the resulting stacked 
label multicast data packet to the next LSR of the P2P LSP. 
However, core LSR P4 is the penultimate LSR within P2P 
LSP 16 in the illustrated example. As such, core LSRP4 pops 
off the top, incoming P2P LSP label from the packet received 
in step 120. Popping off the top label leaves the labeled data 
packet created in step 104 by ingress edge LSR PE1. Lastly, 
core LSRP4 transmits the labeled multicast data packet out of 
the interface identified in its LIB table to core LSRP1, the last 
LSR of P2P LSP 16. Core LSR P1, in turn, swaps the 
incoming label of the packet transmitted by core LSRP4 with 
the outgoing label stored in the LIB in step 56 of FIG. 3, and 
sends the resulting labeled packet out of the interface of P1 
that is linked to the outgoing label. It is noted that after H3 
joins the multicast group G, core LSRP1 would replicate the 
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8 
multicast data packet it receives from core LSR P4 for sub 
sequent transmission on the P2MP LSP 14 coupled to 
receiver H3. 

FIG. 7 is a simplified block diagram illustrating an example 
of a network routing device 400 or router. In this depiction, 
network routing device 400 includes a number of line cards 
(line cards 402(1)-(N)) that are communicatively coupled to a 
forwarding engine 410 and a processor 420 via a data bus 430 
and a result bus 440. Line cards 402(1)-(N) include a number 
of port processors 450(1,1)-(N.N) which are controlled by 
port processor controllers 460(1)-(N). It will also be noted 
that forwarding engine 410 and processor 420 are not only 
coupled to one another via data bus 430 and result bus 440, but 
are also communicatively coupled to one another by a com 
munications link 470. 
The processors 450 and 460 of each line card 402 may be 

mounted on a single printed circuit board. When a packet is 
received, the packet is identified and analyzed by a network 
routing device such as network routing device 400 in the 
following manner, according to embodiments of the present 
invention. Upon receipt, a packet (or Some or all of its control 
information) is sent from the one of port processors 450(1, 
1)-(N.N) at which the packet was received to one or more of 
those devices coupled to data bus 430 (e.g., others of port 
processors 450(1,1)-(N.N), forwarding engine 410 and/or 
processor 420). Handling of the packet can be determined, for 
example, by forwarding engine 410. For example, forwarding 
engine 410 may determine that the packet should be for 
warded to one or more of port processors 450(1,1)-(N.N). 
This can be accomplished by indicating to corresponding 
one(s) of port processor controllers 460(1)-(N) that the copy 
of the packet held in the given one(s) of port processors 
450(1,1)-(NN) should be forwarded to the appropriate one of 
port processors 450(1,1)-(N.N). 

In the foregoing process, network security information can 
be included in a frame sourced by network routing device 400 
in a number of ways. For example, forwarding engine 410 can 
be used to detect the need for the inclusion of network secu 
rity information in the packet, and processor 420 can be called 
into service to provide the requisite network security infor 
mation. This network security information can be included in 
the packet during the transfer of the packet's contents from 
one of port processors 450(1,1)-(N.N) to another of port 
processors 450(1,1)-(NN), by processor 420 providing the 
requisite information directly, or via forwarding engine 410. 
for example. The assembled packet at the receiving one of 
port processors 450(1,1)-(N.N) can thus be made to contain 
the requisite network security information. 

In addition, or alternatively, once a packet has been iden 
tified for processing according to the present invention, for 
warding engine 410, processor 420 or the like can be used to 
process the packet in some manner or add packet security 
information, in order to secure the packet. On a node sourcing 
Such a packet, this processing can include, for example, 
encryption of some or all of the packets information, the 
addition of a digital signature or some other information or 
processing capable of securing the packet. On a node receiv 
ing such a processed packet, the corresponding process is 
performed to recover or validate the packets information that 
has been thusly protected. 

Although the present invention has been described in con 
nection with several embodiments, the invention is not 
intended to be limited to the specific forms set forth herein. 
On the contrary, it is intended to cover such alternatives, 
modifications, and equivalents as can be reasonably included 
within the scope of the invention as defined by the appended 
claims. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A method comprising: 
a core router receiving a multicast label distribution proto 

col (LDP) message; 
the core router detecting that a multicast LDP session with 

an edge router cannot be established; 
the core router creating a directed LDP session with the 

edge router in response to the detecting; and 
the core router transmitting the multicast LDP message to 

the edge router via the directed LDP session. 
2. The method of claim 1 wherein the multicast LDP mes 

sage comprises a first value, wherein the first value was gen 
erated by a second edge router as a function of a multicast 
group Internet Protocol (IP) address. 

3. The method of claim 2 wherein the first value was 
generated as a function of a multicast data packet Source IP 
address. 

4. The method of claim3 wherein the multicast LDP mes 
sage comprises an identity of the edge router. 

5. The method of claim 4 wherein the multicast LDP mes 
sage comprises a label generated by the core router. 

6. An apparatus comprising: 
a first circuit configured to send a multicast label distribu 

tion protocol (LDP) label mapping message to a non 
multicast LDP enabled core router; 

a second circuit configured to receive a first message from 
the non-multicast LDP enabled core router in response 
to the first circuit sending the multicast LDP label map 
ping message to the non-multicast LDP enabled core 
router, and 

a third circuit configured to send the multicast LDP label 
mapping message to a first edge router via a directed 
LDP session in response to the second circuit detecting 
that a multicast LDP session cannot be established with 
the edge router, wherein the detecting is based in part on 
the received first message. 

7. The apparatus of claim 6 wherein the multicast LDP 
label mapping message comprises a first value, wherein the 
first value is generated by a second edge router as a function 
of a multicast group Internet Protocol (IP) address. 

8. The apparatus of claim 7 wherein the first value is gen 
erated as a function of a multicast data packet source IP 
address. 

9. The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the multicast LDP 
label mapping message comprises an identity of the first edge 
rOuter. 

10. A system comprising: 
first and second multicast label distribution protocol (LDP) 

enabled edge routers coupled to each other via a multi 
cast LDP enabled core router and a non-multicast LDP 
enabled core router; 

wherein the first multicast LDP enabled edge router is 
configured to receive a protocol independent multicast 
(PIM) Join message; 

wherein the multicast LDP enabled core router is config 
ured to receive a message from the non-multicast LDP 
enabled core router in response to the multicast LDP 
enabled core router sending a label mapping message to 
the non-multicast LDP enabled core router; 
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10 
wherein the multicast LDP enabled core router is config 

ured to create a directed LDP session with the second 
multicast LDP enabled edge router in response to detect 
ing that a multicast LDP session cannot be established 
with the second multicast LDP enabled edge router, 
wherein 
the detecting is based in part on the received message; 

and 
wherein the multicast LDP enabled core router is config 

ured to send the label mapping message to the second 
multicast LDP enabled edge router via the directed LDP 
session. 

11. The system of claim 10 wherein the label mapping 
message comprises a first value generated by the first multi 
cast LDP enabled edge router, wherein 

the first value is generated as a function of a multicast 
group Internet Protocol (IP) address contained in the 
PIM Join message. 

12. The system of claim 11 wherein the first value is gen 
erated as a function of a multicast data packet source IP 
address contained in the PIM Join message. 

13. The system of claim 12 wherein the label mapping 
message comprises an identity of the second multicast LDP 
enabled edge router. 

14. The system of claim 10 wherein the label mapping 
message comprises a label generated by the multicast LDP 
enabled core router. 

15. The system of claim 10 wherein the multicast LDP 
enabled core router is configured to send an identity of the 
multicast LDP enabled core router to the second multicast 
LDP enabled edge router via the directed LDP session. 

16. The method of claim 1 wherein the detecting further 
comprises the core router receiving a first message compris 
ing an unknown forwarding equivalency class message. 

17. The method of claim 1 further comprising 
the core router transmitting an identity of the core router to 

the edge router via the directed LDP session. 
18. The apparatus of claim 6 further comprising: 
a fourth circuit configured to receive a data packet via a 

point-to-point (P2P) label switched path (LSP); 
a fifth circuit configured to replicate the data packet to 

produce a replicated data packet; and 
a sixth circuit configured to send the replicated data packet 

to a multicast LDP enabled edge router via a point-to 
point (P2MP) LSP. 

19. A method in a multiprotocol label switched (MPLS) 
network comprising: 

an MPLS enabled core router detecting that a multicast 
label distribution protocol (LDP) session between the 
MPLS enabled core router and an MPLS enabled edge 
router cannot be established because an intervening 
router is not multicast LDP enabled; and 

the MPLS enabled core router creating a directed LDP 
session between the MPLS enabled core router and the 
MPLS enabled edge router if the multicast LDP session 
cannot be established. 
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