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Declaration of Ron Bonica in Support of Inter Partes Review of U.S. Patent 8,451,845

I, Ron Bonica, declare and state as follows:

1. | am a Distinguished Engineer at Juniper Networks, Inc. (‘“Petitioner”).
| am an active participant in the Internet Engineering Task Force (“IETF”) and have
been since 1998. For six years, | served as the co-director of the IETF Operations
and Management Area. | am currently co-chairing the IETF working groups for
V60PS and OPSEC. A capture of the IETF website showing the various roles |
have held over these years is attached as Appendix A.

2. | understand that much of the analysis done in an inter partes review
must be evaluated from the perspective of a person of ordinary skill in the art
(“POSITA”). Iunderstand that a POSITA is a hypothetical person who is presumed
to be aware of all pertinent art, thinks along conventional wisdom in the art, and is a
person of ordinary creativity—not an automaton. | further understand that
Dr. Bhattacharjee has provided a declaration in connection with this proceeding and
has stated that “a POSITA at the time of the invention (i.e., in June 2008) would
have had a Bachelor of Science degree in electrical engineering, computer
engineering, computer science, or a related subject, and three years of work
experience in computer networking, including experience with the IPv4 and IPv6
protocols, or a related field. Lack of professional experience can be remedied by

additional education, and vice versa.” EX1003, 955. | meet these criteria.
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Declaration of Ron Bonica in Support of Inter Partes Review of U.S. Patent 8,451,845

3. | am—and was, as of June 30, 2008—familiar with the process of
submitting documents, including Internet Drafts, to the IETF. Indeed, | have
authored and co-authored many IETF Internet Drafts. The first Internet Draft that |
submitted was called “ICMP Extensions for MultiProtocol Label Switching.”
Appendix B is a capture of the IETF website’s Datatracker for this Internet Draft,
which shows the draft was initially submitted on February 1999, and that subsequent
versions of the draft were uploaded in the months that followed. Since that time |
have authored or co-authored over 100 additional Internet Drafts, of which twenty
have issued as a Request For Comments (“RFC”), seven are active Internet Drafts,
and seventy-five are expired Internet Drafts. A capture of the IETF website listing
the IETF drafts | have authored or co-authored can be found at Appendix A. | have
submitted at least one IETF draft every year since 1999, including multiple drafts in
2008. Appendix A illustrates a timeline with my Internet Draft activity throughout

the years, and | have reproduced below a more detailed version of that chart:

Internet-Draft Activity

New Internet-Draft revisions over time for Ron Bonica

4. | understand that Petitioner has submitted as Exhibit 1038 the file titled

“draft-xli-ivi-00-7431-cancelled.txt.” (“Li-2”). The staging folder lists the last
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Declaration of Ron Bonica in Support of Inter Partes Review of U.S. Patent 8,451,845

modified date of Li-2 as “2008-06-21.” EX1044, 13. This indicates that Li-2 was
available in the staging folder by June 21, 2008. Moreover, although the words
“cancelled” appear in the title of the file, this merely indicates that the authors chose
not to pursue Li-2 as an RFC. It does not mean the submission was removed from
the staging folder. To the contrary, as | discuss further below, Li-2 would have
remained publicly accessible in the staging folder. Participants of the IETF were
aware of the staging folder at the time and could have accessed Li-2 freely and
without a password (so too could general members of the public). Indeed, Li-2
remained accessible in the staging folder until at least January 2024. | note that the
IETF recently updated the staging folder so that it only shows recent submissions
and not prior submitted IETF drafts such as Li-2. However, this update occurred
only recently and prior to this update Li-2 was available in the staging folder, as
reflected in the capture of the staging folder that Petitioner has filed as Exhibit 1044.
My discussion of the staging folder in the paragraphs below relates to how it existed
and operated during the relevant time period in 2008 and until January of 2024—
prior to the IETF update that removed prior drafts that were in the staging folder.

5. The IETF provides a submission tool for uploading IETF drafts, which
was available in June 2008. The submission tool included an “Upload” button that
a user could use to select and upload an IETF draft in multiple file formats. When

an author uploaded a draft to the IETF, the draft was stored in the staging folder.
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Declaration of Ron Bonica in Support of Inter Partes Review of U.S. Patent 8,451,845

The IETF then sent the author (or authors) an e-mail that linked to the document in
the staging folder asking them to confirm the submission. See EX1055, 1-2. The
staging folder could be accessed at the following link: https://www.ietf.org/staging/.
The staging folder also included a “last modified”” column that reflects the date on
which the submissions were last modified.

6. If the authors confirmed the submission, it moved from the staging
folder into the IETF Internet Drafts repository, and the draft was announced to the
community. If the author “canceled” the submission, the submission was not moved
to the IETF Internet Drafts repository. However, the draft remained available in the
IETF staging folder. The staging folder was not password protected and could be
accessed by any IETF participant or member of the public.

7. | am familiar with the staging folder and its operation, including during
the relevant time period in 2008. I have submitted drafts that I later “cancelled,”
which were uploaded to the staging folder.

8. For instance, the staging folder includes the file titled “draft-kumar-
mpls-fec-to-nhlfe-mib-00-16143-cancelled.txt.” EX1044, 46. This is an Internet
Draft that | submitted with another IETF participant (Subodh Kumar) on July 6,

2009, as is reflected on the first page of the IETF Draft (reproduced below):

Juniper Exhibit 1008, Page 5



Declaration of Ron Bonica in Support of Inter Partes Review of U.S. Patent 8,451,845

Metwork Working Group 5. Kumar, Ed.
Internet-Draft R. Bonica
Obsoletes: 3814 (if approved) Juniper MNetworks
Expires: January 7, 281@ July &, 2089

draft-kumar-mpls-fec-to-nhlfe-mib-28

EX1045, 1; EX1044, 46. On July 6, 2009, the file was uploaded with the file name:
draft-kumar-mpls-fec-to-nhlfe-mib-00. Because we decided not to confirm the
submission, it was renamed to add the word “cancelled,” such that the staging folder
now displays the title “draft-kumar-mpls-fec-to-nhlfe-mib-00-16139-cancelled.txt.”
The addition of the word “cancelled” to the file name does not alter the substance or
text of the original disclosure on July 6, 2009, as reflected by the “last modified”
date of the file: “2009-07-06.” The file continued to be publicly available in the
staging folder in the same form that it was originally uploaded, and could be accessed
without a password and by any participant of the IETF or general public. The same
would have been true for Li-2 (i.e., it would have remained accessible to the public
in the IETF staging folder as of June 21, 2008).

9. A POSITA would have been aware of the IETF’s staging folder. The
IETF is a preeminent standards organization that establishes technical standards for
the Internet. A POSITA would have known about the IETF and kept up with
technical developments submitted to the IETF. Each year, including in 2008,
thousands of people—many of whom are POSITAs—yparticipate in the IETF. See

Introduction to the IETF, IETF, available at https://www.ietf.org/about/introduction/
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Declaration of Ron Bonica in Support of Inter Partes Review of U.S. Patent 8,451,845

(last accessed Jan. 11,2024) (“In any one year, over 7000 people actively participate
in the IETF either by authoring a document, engaging in a mailing list discussion, or
attending a meeting.”). The July 2008 IETF 72 meeting alone, for example, had
1,182  participants.  See  Meeting  Statistics, IETF, available at
https://datatracker.ietf.org/stats/meeting/overview/ (last accessed Jan. 11, 2024).
The staging folder was known among POSITAs. Indeed, when POSITAS, as
authors, uploaded documents to the IETF, the IETF would send a confirmation e-
mail that linked to the staging folder. See EX1055, 1-2. Moreover, the staging folder
was mentioned multiple times in e-mails that POSITAs sent to each other, for
example e-mails that POSITAs sent to IETF mailing lists and working groups
comprising other POSITAs. The record is replete with such e-mails. EXS1046-
1055. In fact, | was a POSITA and IETF participant at the time and was aware of
and had accessed the IETF staging folder by June of 2008.

10. Thus, POSITAs would have either monitored the IETF’s staging folder
for new document uploads or would have browsed the staging folder for documents
relevant to the specific field of networking that the POSITA was interested in. For
example, Li-2 is titled “draft-xli-ivi-00-7431-cancelled.txt.” A POSITA would have
recognized that “xli”” represents the primary author’s name, X. Li or Dr. Xing Li. A
POSITA would have recognized Dr. Li’s name, as he had authored numerous

influential networking papers at the time, including papers on IPv4 and IPv6 and the
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Declaration of Ron Bonica in Support of Inter Partes Review of U.S. Patent 8,451,845

transition between the two protocols. APOSITA would have further recognized that
“ivi” refers to the IPv4 to IPv6 transition technology, VI, where 1V represents 4, VI
represents 6, and the combination IV represents the transition from 4 to 6. Indeed,
| was aware of Dr. Li and IETF submissions that he had made at that time. For
example, attached as Appendix C is a presentation that | gave in 2008 regarding the
transition from IPv4 to IPv6. On slide 19, | refer to a draft by Dr. Li regarding the
IVI transition method. Thus, a POSITA would have been aware from the
document’s name in the staging folder that Li-2 is pertinent to IPv4 to IPv6 transition
mechanisms and other networking developments.

11. Moreover, once a draft is uploaded to the IETF—even before it is
officially converted into an Internet Draft—it is added to the IETF Datatracker,
which is a sophisticated tool that allows users to search drafts by several criteria,
including working group, author, and technical area. EX1056. This process is
shown in Exhibit 1055, which is a capture of an email from the IETF Mailing
Archive. On February 22, 2008, a group of authors submitted a draft with the title
“draft-jiang-p2psip-sep-01.txt.” EX1055, 1-2. The IETF sent the authors an e-mail
with a link to the draft in the staging folder as well as a link to a page on the IETF
Datatracker that tracked the submission. Id. If the author cancels the submission
the Datatracker notes that the submission was withdrawn (i.e., cancelled). After a

given period, it is removed from the Datatracker, but remains in the staging folder.
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Declaration of Ron Bonica in Support of Inter Partes Review of U.S. Patent 8,451,845

Thus, in addition to being able to locate Li-2 in the staging folder, Li-2 would have
also been indexed on the IETF Datatracker for a given period of time, and a POSITA
would have been able to find Li-2 using the IETF Datatracker’s search function.

12.  In conclusion, in my opinion a POSITA would have been aware of the
IETF staging folder in June 2008, would have been able to find Li-2 in the staging
folder as of June 21, 2008, and would have also been able to find Li-2 using the IETF
Datatracker’s search function at that time.

13. | have personal knowledge of the facts stated in this declaration and
could testify competently to them if asked to do so. My employment with Juniper
and compensation are not contingent upon the substance of my declaration, any
statements made, or any outcome of this matter.

14. Insigning this declaration, | recognize that the declaration will be filed
as evidence in a contested case before the Patent Trial and Appeal Board of the
United States Patent and Trademark Office. | also recognize that | may be subject
to cross-examination in the case and that cross-examination will take place within
the United States. If cross-examination is required of me, | will appear for cross-
examination within the United States during the time allotted for cross-examination.

* * *
| hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are

true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true.
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Declaration of Ron Bonica in Support of Inter Partes Review of U.S. Patent 8,451,845

| further declare that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful
false statements and the like are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under
18 U.S.C. § 1001.

Respectfully submitted,

Date: February 9, 2024 /s/ Ron Bonica
Ron Bonica
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