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PGP Lets You Take Charge of Your Cookies

Cookies track your movements around the Web. But a new plug-in from
PGP will give you the magic recipe to stop them.

[] save

WEB SITE SALES reps, marketers, and researchers want to know who you are,
what you like, and where you're going. Their tool is the magic cookie, a tiny
tracking file they serve to your computer, often without your knowing it, to better
target advertising.

PGP Inc. thinks that such cookies can be an invasion of privacy, and on Monday
announced PGPcookie.cutter to deal with them.

PGPcookie.cutter is a graphical plug-in that lets users turn cookies off or on
globally or view a window that shows all the cookies that have been set. A drag-
and-drop function allows users to selectively filter the tracking files.

"Our product streams in real time," said Gene Hoffman, PGP director of business
development. "There's a little cookie man and a number counter at the top right
of the browser that shows you what kind of cookies are being set."

Currently, users concerned about privacy can ask their browser to show an alert
before any cookies are sent. But if a cookie is refused on a Netscape browser,
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some sites will continually ask to send it, more than a dozen times.

PGPcookie.cutter will replace this user annoyance with a greater degree of
control. But there are also serious privacy issues surrounding cookies.

"Third-party cookies can track you across different sites," said Hoffman, referring
to ad targeting companies such as DoubleClick.

"This cleanly and anonymously clears that problem," Hoffman said. "You get
informed consent on all the cookies that leave or come in on your machine."

DoubleClick uses a tracking cookie to stealthily follow your movements between
Web sites, build a centralized profile of your likes and dislikes, then serve you a
targeted ad banner, all without your knowledge.

But Dwight Merriman, DoubleClick's chief technical officer, isn't concerned that
PGPcookie.cutter will undermine his business model.

"We feel that the number of users who take the time to download it will be a
relatively small percentage,” said Merriman. "We can deliver ads fine without the
cookies. If [the number of people using the plug-in] is a small percentage it's
actually good. We want those people to be happy and comfortable with our
business model."

PGP will also introduce an update to the Internet Engineering Task Force cookie
specification. The spec will allow those Web sites that feel their cookie must be
fed to set a special cookie that the plug-in will recognize. That special cookie will
deliver a short text file from the server justifying why the site feels the cookie is

necessary.

PGPcookie.cutter will be available for US$29.95 from the PGP Web site in January.
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MORE FROM WIRED

Neuralink’s First Brain Implant Is Working. Elon Musk’s Transparency Isn’t

Elon Musk says Neuralink’s first human trial subject can control a computer mouse with their brain, but
some researchers are frustrated by a lack of information about the study.

EMILY MULLIN
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A Celebrated Cryptography-Breaking Algorithm Just Got an Upgrade

Two researchers have improved a well-known technique for lattice basis reduction, opening up new
avenues for practical experiments in cryptography and mathematics.

MADISON GOLDBERG

23andMe Is Under Fire. Its Founder Remains ‘Optimistic’

23andMe’s CEO Anne Woijcicki has saved the genetics company from the brink of failure before. She sat
down with WIRED to talk about where it goes from here.

EMILY MULLIN
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NASA Engineers Are Racing to Fix Voyager 1
A computer glitch has put the future of humanity’s farthest-flung space probe in doubt.

STEPHEN CLARK. ARS TECHNICA

What Would Happen if Every American Got a Heat Pump

Getting these climate superheroes into more US homes would massively cut emissions, and it would be
cost-effective. Here’s how the revolution would play out.

MATT SIMON
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Climate Finance Is Targeting the Wrong Industries

Roughly half of the world’s emissions currently can’t be reduced, yet green investment continues to
avoid the sectors that need the most help—manufacturing, agriculture, and the built environment.

STEPHEN ARMSTRONG

Inside the Beef Industry’s Campaign to Influence Kids

Big Beef is wooing science teachers with webinars and lesson plans in an attempt to change students’

perceptions of the industry.

MATT REYNOLDS
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Farming Prioritizes Cows and Cars—Not People

Farmers and scientists are getting better at growing more crops on less land, but they’re not focusing on
plants that people eat.

MATT REYNOLDS
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Amazon Hates When You Do This, But They Can’t Stop You (It's Genius)
Online Shopping Tools

Doctors Stunned: ‘Anti-Lazy Drops’ Are Now Legal Without Rx

Health Headlines

Seniors on SS Are Now Entitled To These 24 "Kickbacks" In February (Tap
For Full List)
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Prime is Now $179, But Few Know this Free Savings Hack
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California Heart Surgeon Begs Americans: “Stop Doing This To Your
Avocados”
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Gut Doctor: Fully Empty Your Bowels Each Morning (Here's How)
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