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(57) ABSTRACT

Systems, methods, apparatuses, and computer program
products for skipping TB transmission depending on UCI
transmission are provided. One method includes receiving,
by a UE, a configuration message from a network node. The
configuration message may indicate to the UE a configura-
tion of skipping uplink (UL) transmission when there is no
uplink data. The method may then include determining
whether the UE is requested for uplink control information
(UCI) transmission for a subframe with UL grant. If it is
determined that the UE is requested for UCI transmission,
then the method may include generating and transmitting a
transport block containing padding buffer status report
(BSR).
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1
METHODS AND APPARATUSES FOR
SKIPPING TRANSPORT BLOCK
TRANSMISSION DEPENDING ON UPLINK
CONTROL INFORMATION TRANSMISSION

RELATED APPLICATION

This application was originally filed as PCT Application
No. PCT/FI2017/050343 on May 4, 2017, which claims
priority from U.S. application 62/335,280, filed May 12,
2016.

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority from U.S. Provisional
Application No. 62/335,280, filed on May 12, 2016. The
entire contents of this earlier filed application are hereby
incorporated by reference in their entirety.
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Advantages of LTE include, for example, high throughput,
low latency, FDD and TDD support in the same platform, an
improved end-user experience, and a simple architecture
resulting in low operating costs.

Certain releases of 3GPP LTE (e.g., LTE Rel-10, LTE
Rel-11, LTE Rel-12, LTE Rel-13) are targeted towards
international mobile telecommunications advanced (IMT-A)
systems, referred to herein for convenience simply as LTE-
Advanced (LTE-A).

LTE-A is directed toward extending and optimizing the
3GPP LTE radio access technologies. A goal of LTE-A is to
provide significantly enhanced services by means of higher
data rates and lower latency with reduced cost. LTE-A is a
more optimized radio system fulfilling the international
telecommunication union-radio (ITU-R) requirements for
IMT-Advanced while keeping the backward compatibility.

5% generation wireless systems (5G) refers to the new
generation of radio systems and network architecture. 5G is
expected to provide higher bitrates and coverage as well as

20 decreased latency than the current LTE systems. Some

BACKGROUND estimate that 5G will provide bitrates one hundred times
higher than LTE offers. 5G is also expected to increase

Field network expandability up to hundreds of thousands of

Embodiments of the invention generally relate to wireless
or mobile communications networks, such as, but not lim-
ited to, the Universal Mobile Telecommunications System
(UMTS) Terrestrial Radio Access Network (UTRAN), Long
Term Evolution (LTE) Evolved UTRAN (E-UTRAN), LTE-
Advanced (LTE-A), LTE-Advanced Pro, LTE-M, and/or 5G
radio access technology. Some embodiments may relate to
methods and apparatuses for possibly skipping transport
block (TB) transmission depending on uplink control infor-
mation (UCI) transmission.

Description of the Related Art

Universal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS)
Terrestrial Radio Access Network (UTRAN) refers to a
communications network including base stations or Node
Bs, and, for example, radio network controllers (RNC).
UTRAN allows for connectivity between the user equipment
(UE) and the core network. The RNC provides control
functionalities for one or more Node Bs. The RNC and its
corresponding Node Bs are called the Radio Network Sub-
system (RNS). In case of E-UTRAN (enhanced UTRAN),
no RNC exists and radio access functionality is provided by
an evolved Node B (eNodeB or eNB) or many eNBs.
Multiple eNBs are involved for a single UE connection, for
example, in case of Coordinated Multipoint Transmission
(CoMP) and in dual connectivity.

Long Term Evolution (LTE) or E-UTRAN provides a new
radio access technology and refers to the improvements of
UMTS through improved efficiency and services, lower
costs, and use of new spectrum opportunities. In particular,
LTE is a 3GPP standard that provides for uplink peak rates
of at least, for example, 75 megabits per second (Mbps) per
carrier and downlink peak rates of at least, for example, 300
Mbps per carrier. LTE supports scalable carrier bandwidths
from 20 MHz down to 1.4 MHz and supports both Fre-
quency Division Duplexing (FDD) and Time Division
Duplexing (TDD).

As mentioned above, LTE may also improve spectral
efficiency in networks, allowing carriers to provide more
data and voice services over a given bandwidth. Therefore,
LTE is designed to fulfill the needs for high-speed data and
media transport in addition to high-capacity voice support.
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connections. The signal technology of 5G is anticipated to
be improved for greater coverage and further reduced
latency as well as spectral and signaling efficiency.

SUMMARY

One embodiment is directed to a method that may include
receiving, by a user equipment, a configuration message
from a network node. The configuration message may
indicate to the user equipment a configuration of skipping
uplink transmission when there is no uplink data. The
method may then include determining whether the user
equipment is requested for uplink control information trans-
mission for a subframe with uplink grant. In certain embodi-
ments, if it is determined that the UE is requested for UCI
transmission, then the method may include generating and
transmitting a transport block regardless of whether there is
uplink data to be transmitted.

Another embodiment is directed to an apparatus that may
include at least one processor and at least one memory
including computer program code. The at least one memory
and the computer program code are configured, with the at
least one processor, to cause the apparatus at least to receive
a configuration message from a network node. The configu-
ration message may indicate to the apparatus a configuration
of skipping uplink transmission when there is no uplink data.
The at least one memory and the computer program code
may be further configured, with the at least one processor, to
cause the apparatus at least to determine whether the appa-
ratus is requested for uplink control information transmis-
sion for a subframe with uplink grant. In certain embodi-
ments, if it is determined that the UE is configured for UCI
transmission, then the at least one memory and the computer
program code may be further configured, with the at least
one processor, to cause the apparatus at least to generate and
transmit a transport block regardless of whether there is
uplink data to be transmitted.

Another embodiment is directed to an apparatus including
receiving means for receiving a configuration message from
a network node. The configuration message may indicate to
the apparatus a configuration of skipping uplink transmis-
sion when there is no uplink data. The apparatus may also
include determining means for determining whether the
apparatus is requested for uplink control information trans-
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mission for a subframe with uplink grant. In certain embodi-
ments, if it is determined that the UE is configured for UCI
transmission, then the apparatus may include means for
generating and transmitting a transport block regardless of
whether there is uplink data to be transmitted.

Another embodiment is directed to a method that may
include transmitting, by a network node, a configuration
message for configuring at least one UE to skip uplink
transmission when there is no uplink data. The method may
then include receiving, from the at least one UE, a transport
block for a subframe with uplink control information trans-
mission regardless of the configuration for skipping uplink
transmission for the at least one UE.

Another embodiment is directed to an apparatus that may
include at least one processor and at least one memory
including computer program code. The at least one memory
and the computer program code are configured, with the at
least one processor, to cause the apparatus at least to transmit
a configuration message for configuring at least one UE to
skip uplink transmission when there is no uplink data. The
at least one memory and the computer program code may be
further configured, with the at least one processor, to cause
the apparatus at least to receive, from the at least one UE, a
transport block for a subframe with uplink control informa-
tion transmission regardless of the configuration for skip-
ping uplink transmission for the at least one UE.

Another embodiment is directed to an apparatus that may
include transmitting means for transmitting a configuration
message for configuring at least one UE to skip uplink
transmission when there is no uplink data. The apparatus
may also include receiving means for receiving, from the at
least one UE, a transport block for a subframe with uplink
control information transmission regardless of the configu-
ration for skipping uplink transmission for the at least one
UE.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For proper understanding of the invention, reference
should be made to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram depicting Transport
block processing for UL-SCH;

FIG. 2a illustrates a block diagram of an apparatus,
according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2b illustrates a block diagram of an apparatus,
according to another embodiment;

FIG. 3a illustrates a flow chart of a method, according to
one embodiment; and

FIG. 3b illustrates a flow chart of a method, according to
another embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It will be readily understood that the components of the
invention, as generally described and illustrated in the
figures herein, may be arranged and designed in a wide
variety of different configurations. Thus, the following
detailed description of embodiments of systems, methods,
apparatuses, and computer program products for skipping
TB transmission depending on UCI transmission, as repre-
sented in the attached figures, is not intended to limit the
scope of the invention, but is merely representative of some
selected embodiments of the invention.

The features, structures, or characteristics of the invention
described throughout this specification may be combined in
any suitable manner in one or more embodiments. For
example, the usage of the phrases “certain embodiments,”
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“some embodiments,” or other similar language, throughout
this specification refers to the fact that a particular feature,
structure, or characteristic described in connection with the
embodiment may be included in at least one embodiment of
the present invention. Thus, appearances of the phrases “in
certain embodiments,” “in some embodiments,” “in other
embodiments,” or other similar language, throughout this
specification do not necessarily all refer to the same group
of embodiments, and the described features, structures, or
characteristics may be combined in any suitable manner in
one or more embodiments.

Additionally, if desired, the different functions discussed
below may be performed in a different order and/or concur-
rently with each other. Furthermore, if desired, one or more
of the described functions may be optional or may be
combined. As such, the following description should be
considered as merely illustrative of the principles, teachings
and embodiments of this invention, and not in limitation
thereof.

Certain embodiments relate to [.2 latency reduction tech-
niques for LTE. A Rel-14 work item (WI) on latency
reduction was agreed in RAN #71 with the objective to
specify L2 latency enhancements as identified in RAN2,
which may include the introduction of short semi-persistent
scheduling (SPS) period to allow uplink (UL) preschedul-
ing, the reduction of padding in case of dynamic and SPS
based UL pre-scheduling to reduce interference and UE
power consumption, and further discussion on the introduc-
tion of feedback for SPS activation, reactivation and deac-
tivation command.

According to an embodiment, the UE can be configured
to skip UL transmission which only contains padding buffer
status report (BSR) when there is no UL data in the buffer
to be transmitted.

Currently, when there is Physical Uplink Shared Channel
(PUSCH) allocation, UCI will be sent on PUSCH, multi-
plexed and interleaved with data according to 3GPP tech-
nical specifications (TS) 36.213 and 36.212. In 3GPP TS
36.213 section 7.2, it is specified that: “if a UE is not
configured for simultaneous PUSCH and physical uplink
control channel (PUCCH) transmission, it shall transmit
periodic CSI reporting on PUCCH as defined hereafter in
subframes with no PUSCH allocation . . . If a UE is not
configured for simultaneous PUSCH and PUCCH transmis-
sion, it shall transmit periodic CSI reporting on PUSCH of
the serving cell with smallest ServCelllndex as defined
hereafter in subframes with a PUSCH allocation, where the
UE shall use the same PUCCH-based periodic CSI reporting
format on PUSCH.”

In 3GPP TS 36.212, section 5.2.2 deals with the uplink
shared channel (UL-SCH) and transport block (TB) process-
ing for the UL-SCH. FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram
depicting Transport block processing for UL-SCH, as pro-
vided in FIG. 5.2.2-1 of 3GPP TS 36.212.

However, it is not clear how UCI is handled if there is no
TB generated from the medium access control (MAC) layer.
Therefore, currently, there is no resolution or approach for
whether UCI should be sent on PUCCH or PUSCH when
MAC does not generate a TB when it does not have UL data
in the buffer.

In view of the above, an embodiment of the invention
includes that, if skipping uplink transmission with only
padding BSR is configured, for the subframe with UL grant
and there is UCI transmission, MAC should generate the TB.
In other words, the TB with padding BSR only is not skipped
if the subframe is configured with periodic channel quality
indicator (CQI), or aperiodic CQI requested for that sub-
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frame, or hybrid automatic repeat request (HARQ) feedback
is to be sent on that subframe.

Alternatively, in another embodiment, if there is an UL
grant and MAC does not generate TB because it does not
have UL data to be transmitted, UCI is sent on PUSCH as
if the grant is an UCI only grant following the description in
3GPP36.212 section 5.2.4, even though the grant is intended
for data with UCI.

According to yet another embodiment, if there is an UL
grant and MAC does not generate TB because it does not
have UL data to be transmitted, UCI is sent on PUCCH even
if the UE has PUSCH allocation.

In one example embodiment, when the UE is configured
with skipping UL transmission with only padding BSR and
when no UL data: for the subframe with UL grant and UCI
transmission (when there is periodic CQI configured in that
subframe, or aperiodic CQI required for the subframe, or
HARQ feedback is to be transmitted in that subframe), MAC
always generates the TB even if it only contains padding
BSR indicating Buffer status equals to 0. With this, there
would be no impact to physical layer (PHY).

According to an embodiment, if MAC does not provide
the TB when there is UCI transmission, PHY may need to
generate some dummy data then mute them and send UCI
only on the allocated PUSCH resource. Alternatively, the
UL grant may be used to send UCI only following the
description in 3GPP TS 36.212 section 5.2.4. This may
require double decoding at the eNB side for UCI only and
UCI with data on PUSCH, as well as some changes in PHY
is expected to allow UL grant for data to be used for UCI
only, as currently CQI only grant has specific format.

Another embodiment may include sending UCI on
PUCCH when MAC does not generate any TB. This may
require double decoding at the eNB though for UCI on
PUCCH or UCI with data on PUSCH depending on whether
there is UL data to be transmitted. Double decoding is likely
already supported by eNB implementation to handle the case
of PDCCH for UL grant lost. Some modifications to the
3GPP specification (e.g. 36.213) may be needed so that CQI
on PUSCH or PUCCH should not be based on PUSCH
allocation, but to allow it to be sent on PUCCH when MAC
does not generate a TB.

FIG. 2a illustrates an example of an apparatus 10 accord-
ing to an embodiment. In an embodiment, apparatus 10 may
be a node, host, or server in a communications network or
serving such a network. For example, apparatus 10 may be
a network node or access node for a radio access network,
such as a base station, node B or eNB, or an access node of
5G radio access technology. It should be noted that one of
ordinary skill in the art would understand that apparatus 10
may include components or features not shown in FIG. 2a.

As illustrated in FIG. 2a, apparatus 10 may include a
processor 22 for processing information and executing
instructions or operations. Processor 22 may be any type of
general or specific purpose processor. While a single pro-
cessor 22 is shown in FIG. 2a, multiple processors may be
utilized according to other embodiments. In fact, processor
22 may include one or more of general-purpose computers,
special purpose computers, microprocessors, digital signal
processors (DSPs), field-programmable gate arrays (FP-
GAs), application-specific integrated circuits (ASICs), and
processors based on a multi-core processor architecture, as
examples.

Processor 22 may perform functions associated with the
operation of apparatus 10 which may include, for example,
precoding of antenna gain/phase parameters, encoding and
decoding of individual bits forming a communication mes-
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sage, formatting of information, and overall control of the
apparatus 10, including processes related to management of
communication resources.

Apparatus 10 may further include or be coupled to a
memory 14 (internal or external), which may be coupled to
processor 22, for storing information and instructions that
may be executed by processor 22. Memory 14 may be one
or more memories and of any type suitable to the local
application environment, and may be implemented using
any suitable volatile or nonvolatile data storage technology
such as a semiconductor-based memory device, a magnetic
memory device and system, an optical memory device and
system, fixed memory, and removable memory. For
example, memory 14 can be comprised of any combination
of random access memory (RAM), read only memory
(ROM), static storage such as a magnetic or optical disk, or
any other type of non-transitory machine or computer read-
able media. The instructions stored in memory 14 may
include program instructions or computer program code
that, when executed by processor 22, enable the apparatus
10 to perform tasks as described herein.

In some embodiments, apparatus 10 may also include or
be coupled to one or more antennas 25 for transmitting and
receiving signals and/or data to and from apparatus 10.
Apparatus 10 may further include or be coupled to a
transceiver 28 configured to transmit and receive informa-
tion. For instance, transceiver 28 may be configured to
modulate information on to a carrier waveform for trans-
mission by the antenna(s) 25 and demodulate information
received via the antenna(s) 25 for further processing by
other elements of apparatus 10. In other embodiments,
transceiver 28 may be capable of transmitting and receiving
signals or data directly.

In an embodiment, memory 14 may store software mod-
ules that provide functionality when executed by processor
22. The modules may include, for example, an operating
system that provides operating system functionality for
apparatus 10. The memory may also store one or more
functional modules, such as an application or program, to
provide additional functionality for apparatus 10. The com-
ponents of apparatus 10 may be implemented in hardware,
or as any suitable combination of hardware and software.

In one embodiment, apparatus 10 may be a network node
or access node, such as a base station, node B, or eNB, or an
access node of 5G, for example. According to one embodi-
ment, apparatus 10 may be controlled by memory 14 and
processor 22 to perform the functions associated with
embodiments described herein. For instance, in one embodi-
ment, apparatus 10 may be controlled by memory 14 and
processor 22 to configure one or more UEs to skip UL
transmission when there is no UL data. For example, the
configuring of the UE(s) may include apparatus 10 being
controlled to transmit a configuration message indicating to
the UE(s) to skip UL transmission when there is no UL data.

For each subframe/transmission time interval (TTT), appa-
ratus 10 may be controlled by memory 14 and processor 22
to determine if there is UCI transmission in that TTI. If there
is no UCI transmission in that TTI, apparatus 10 may be
controlled by memory 14 and processor 22 to decode the
PUSCH with data only or DTX detection when there is no
UL transmission. If there is UCI transmission in that TTI,
apparatus 10 may be controlled by memory 14 and processor
22 to decode the PUSCH as UCI with data TB.

FIG. 2b illustrates an example of an apparatus 20 accord-
ing to another embodiment. In an embodiment, apparatus 20
may be a node or element in a communications network or
associated with such a network, such as a UE, mobile
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device, mobile unit, or other device. For instance, in some
embodiments, apparatus 20 may be UE in L'TE, LTE-A, or
5G. It should be noted that one of ordinary skill in the art
would understand that apparatus 20 may include compo-
nents or features not shown in FIG. 2b.

As illustrated in FIG. 24, apparatus 20 may include a
processor 32 for processing information and executing
instructions or operations. Processor 32 may be any type of
general or specific purpose processor. While a single pro-
cessor 32 is shown in FIG. 25, multiple processors may be
utilized according to other embodiments. In fact, processor
32 may include one or more of general-purpose computers,
special purpose computers, microprocessors, digital signal
processors (DSPs), field-programmable gate arrays (FP-
GAs), application-specific integrated circuits (ASICs), and
processors based on a multi-core processor architecture, as
examples.

Processor 32 may perform functions associated with the
operation of apparatus 20 including, without limitation,
precoding of antenna gain/phase parameters, encoding and
decoding of individual bits forming a communication mes-
sage, formatting of information, and overall control of the
apparatus 20, including processes related to management of
communication resources.

Apparatus 20 may further include or be coupled to a
memory 34 (internal or external), which may be coupled to
processor 32, for storing information and instructions that
may be executed by processor 32. Memory 34 may be one
or more memories and of any type suitable to the local
application environment, and may be implemented using
any suitable volatile or nonvolatile data storage technology
such as a semiconductor-based memory device, a magnetic
memory device and system, an optical memory device and
system, fixed memory, and removable memory. For
example, memory 34 can be comprised of any combination
of random access memory (RAM), read only memory
(ROM), static storage such as a magnetic or optical disk, or
any other type of non-transitory machine or computer read-
able media. The instructions stored in memory 34 may
include program instructions or computer program code
that, when executed by processor 32, enable the apparatus
20 to perform tasks as described herein.

In some embodiments, apparatus 20 may also include or
be coupled to one or more antennas 35 for transmitting and
receiving signals and/or data to and from apparatus 20.
Apparatus 20 may further include a transceiver 38 config-
ured to transmit and receive information. For instance,
transceiver 38 may be configured to modulate information
on to a carrier waveform for transmission by the antenna(s)
35 and demodulate information received via the antenna(s)
35 for further processing by other elements of apparatus 20.
In other embodiments, transceiver 38 may be capable of
transmitting and receiving signals or data directly.

In an embodiment, memory 34 stores software modules
that provide functionality when executed by processor 32.
The modules may include, for example, an operating system
that provides operating system functionality for apparatus
20. The memory may also store one or more functional
modules, such as an application or program, to provide
additional functionality for apparatus 20. The components of
apparatus 20 may be implemented in hardware, or as any
suitable combination of hardware and software.

As mentioned above, according to one embodiment, appa-
ratus 20 may be a mobile device, such as a UE. In this
embodiment, apparatus 20 may be controlled by memory 34
and processor 32 to perform the functions associated with
embodiments described herein. In one embodiment, appa-
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ratus 20 may be configured to skip UL transmission when
there is no UL data. For example, according to an embodi-
ment, apparatus 20 may be controlled by memory 34 and
processor 32 to receive a configuration message, from a base
station or eNB, to configure apparatus 20 to skip UL
transmission when there is no UL data.

For each subframe/TTI, apparatus 20 may be controlled
by memory 34 and processor 32 to check if there is UL data
or MAC control element (CE) to be sent. If there is UL data
or MAC CE to be sent, MAC generates the TB and it is
delivered to PHY regardless of whether there is UL data to
be transmitted. If there is no UL data or MAC CE to be sent,
apparatus 20 may be controlled by memory 34 and processor
32 to check if there is UCI transmission in this TTI. If there
is no UCI transmission in this TTI, generation of the TB is
skipped and no TB is delivered to the PHY if there is no UL
data to be transmitted. If there is UCI transmission in this
TTI, MAC generates the TB and it is delivered to PHY.

FIG. 3a illustrates an example of a flow chart for a
method, according to one embodiment. In certain embodi-
ments, the method depicted in FIG. 3a may be performed by
a base station or eNB, for example. As illustrated in FIG. 3a,
the method may include, at 300, configuring one or more
UEs to skip UL transmission when there is no UL data. For
example, the configuring of the UE(s) may include trans-
mitting a configuration message indicating to the UE(s) to
skip UL transmission when there is no UL data. For each
subframe/TTI, the method may include, at 310, determining
or checking whether there is UCI transmission in that TTI.
If there is no UCI transmission in that TTI, then the method
may include, at 320, decoding the PUSCH with data only or
DTX detection when there is no UL transmission. If there is
UCT transmission in that TTI, then the method may include,
at 330, decoding the PUSCH as UCI with data TB.

FIG. 3b illustrates an example of a flow chart for a
method, according to another embodiment. In certain
embodiments, the method depicted in FIG. 36 may be
performed by a mobile device or UE, for example. As
illustrated in FIG. 3b, the method may include, at 350,
receiving a configuration message, for example from a base
station or eNB, indicating to skip UL transmission when
there is no UL data. For each subframe/TTI, the method may
include, at 360, checking or determining whether there is UL
data or MAC control element (CE) to be sent. If there is UL
data or MAC CE to be sent, the method may include, at 380,
generating the TB and delivering it to PHY regardless of
whether there is UL data to be transmitted. If there is no UL
data or MAC CE to be sent, the method may further include,
at 365, checking or determining whether there is UCI
transmission in this TTI. If there is no UCI transmission in
this TTI, the method may include, at 370, skipping genera-
tion of the TB and not delivering any TB to the PHY if there
is no UL data to be transmitted. If there is UCI transmission
in this TTI, the method may include, at 380, generating the
TB and delivering it to PHY.

Embodiments of the invention provide several advantages
and/or technical improvements. For example, the use of
embodiments of the invention can result in latency reduction
and power savings, thereby improving the functioning of
communications networks and their nodes.

In some embodiments, the functionality of any of the
methods, processes, or flow charts described herein may be
implemented by software and/or computer program code or
portions of it stored in memory or other computer readable
or tangible media, and executed by a processor. In some
embodiments, the apparatus may be, included or be associ-
ated with at least one software application, module, unit or
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entity configured as arithmetic operation(s), or as a program
or portions of it (including an added or updated software
routine), executed by at least one operation processor. Pro-
grams, also called program products or computer programs,
including software routines, applets and macros, may be
stored in any apparatus-readable data storage medium and
they include program instructions to perform particular
tasks. A computer program product may comprise one or
more computer-executable components which, when the

10

at least one processor, to cause the apparatus at least to
receive a configuration message from a base station or eNB.
The configuration message may indicate to the apparatus a
configuration of skipping UL transmission when there is no
UL data. In response to receiving of the configuration
message, the at least one memory and the computer program
code may be configured, with the at least one processor, to
cause the apparatus at least to receive (downlink) data/signal
from the BS/eNB, and determine that the apparatus is

program is run, are configured to carry out embodiments. 10 configured/requested for periodic/aperiodic CQI or HARQ
The one or more computer-executable components may be for a subframe with UL grant, regarding the received data/
at least one software code or portions of it. Modifications signal. Based on the determining, The at least one memory
and configurations required for implementing functionality and the computer program code may be configured, with the
of an embodiment may be performed as routine(s), which at least one processor, to cause the apparatus at least to
may be implemented as added or updated software routine 15 generate a TB regardless of the whether there is UL data to
(s). Software routine(s) may be downloaded into the appa- be transmitted and, consequently, not skipping padding BSR
ratus. only PDU. The at least one memory and the computer
Software or a computer program code or portions of it program code may be further configured, with the at least
may be in a source code form, object code form, or in some one processor, to cause the apparatus at least to transmit the
intermediate form, and it may be stored in some sort of 20 TB to the BS regardless of whether there is UL data to be
carrier, distribution medium, or computer readable medium, transmitted.
which may be any entity or device capable of carrying the Another embodiment is directed to a method, which may
program. Such carriers include a record medium, computer be performed by a base station or eNB. The method may
memory, read-only memory, photoelectrical and/or electri- include transmitting a configuration message for configuring
cal carrier signal, telecommunications signal, and software 25 atleast one UE to skip UL transmission when there is no UL
distribution package, for example. Depending on the pro- data. The method may further include transmitting a data/
cessing power needed, the computer program may be signal to the at least one UE. The method may then include
executed in a single electronic digital computer or it may be receiving a TB for the subframe with UCI transmission
distributed amongst a number of computers. The computer regardless of the skipping UL transmission configuration.
readable medium or computer readable storage medium may 30  Another embodiment is directed to an apparatus, which
be a non-transitory medium. may include at least one processor and at least one memory
In other embodiments, the functionality may be per- including computer program code. The at least one memory
formed by hardware, for example through the use of an and the computer program code may be configured, with the
application specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a program- at least one processor, to cause the apparatus at least to
mable gate array (PGA), a field programmable gate array 35 transmit a configuration message for configuring at least one
(FPGA), or any other combination of hardware and soft- UE to skip UL transmission when there is no UL data. The
ware. In yet another embodiment, the functionality may be at least one memory and the computer program code may be
implemented as a signal, a non-tangible means that can be configured, with the at least one processor, to cause the
carried by an electromagnetic signal downloaded from the apparatus at least to transmit a data/signal to the at least one
Internet or other network. 40 UE, and to receive a TB for the subframe with UCI trans-
According to an embodiment, an apparatus, such as a mission regardless of the skipping UL transmission configu-
node, device, or a corresponding component, may be con- ration.
figured as a computer or a microprocessor, such as single- One having ordinary skill in the art will readily under-
chip computer element, or as a chipset, including at least a stand that the invention as discussed above may be practiced
memory for providing storage capacity used for arithmetic 45 with steps in a different order, and/or with hardware ele-
operation and an operation processor for executing the ments in configurations which are different than those which
arithmetic operation. are disclosed. Therefore, although the invention has been
One embodiment is directed to a method, which may be described based upon these preferred embodiments, it would
performed by a UE. The method may include receiving, by be apparent to those of skill in the art that certain modifi-
the UE, a configuration message from a base station or eNB. 50 cations, variations, and alternative constructions would be
The configuration message may indicate to the UE a con- apparent, while remaining within the spirit and scope of the
figuration of skipping UL transmission when there is no UL invention. In order to determine the metes and bounds of the
data. In response to receiving of the configuration message, invention, therefore, reference should be made to the
the method may also include receiving (downlink) data/ appended claims.
signal from the BS/eNB, and determining that the UE is 55
configured/requested for periodic/aperiodic CQI or HARQ I claim:
for a subframe with UL grant, regarding the received data/ 1. A method comprising:
signal. Based on the determining, the method may also receiving, by a user equipment, a configuration message
include generating a TB regardless of whether there is UL from a network node, wherein the configuration mes-
data to be transmitted and, consequently, not skipping pad- 60 sage indicates to the user equipment to skip uplink
ding BSR only protocol data unit (PDU). The method may transmission for an uplink grant when there is no uplink
also include transmitting the TB to the BS regardless of data; and
whether there is UL data to be transmitted. determining whether the user equipment is requested for
Another embodiment is directed to an apparatus, which uplink control information transmission for a subframe
may include at least one processor and at least one memory 65 with the uplink grant, wherein the uplink control infor-

including computer program code. The at least one memory
and the computer program code may be configured, with the

mation comprises an aperiodic channel quality indica-
tor;
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when it is determined that the user equipment is requested
for the uplink control information transmission for the
subframe with the uplink grant, generating a transport
block even when there is no uplink data to be trans-
mitted; and

transmitting the generated transport block and the uplink
control information to the network node in the uplink
grant on a physical uplink shared channel.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein, when it is

12

10. A method comprising:

transmitting, by a network node, a configuration message
for configuring at least one user equipment to skip
uplink transmission for an uplink grant when there is no
uplink data; and

receiving, from the at least one user equipment, a trans-
port block comprising uplink control information in the
uplink grant even when there is no uplink data to be
transmitted in the uplink grant, wherein the uplink

determined that the user equipment is not requested for the 10 control information comprises an aperiodic channel
uplink control information transmission for the subframe uality indicator. P P
with the uplink grant and a protocol data unit is a padding 1 quh thod ) dine to claim 10. wherein the uplink
buffer status report only protocol data unit, skipping gener- - D¢ metilod accoraing fo caii 1, where the up 1
ating a transport block. control information further comprises at least one of: a
3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the uplink 15 periodic channel quality indicator and a hybrid automatic
control information further comprises at least one of: a repeat request feedback.. ] o
periodic channel quality indicator and a hybrid automatic 12. Th? method agcordlng to claim 10, further compnsing
repeat request feedback. transmitting the uplink grant to the at least one user equip-
4. The method according to claim 1, further comprising ment.
receiving the uplink grant from the network node. 20 13. An apparatus comprising:
5. An apparatus comprising: at least one processor; and
at least one processor; and at least one memory including computer program code,
at least one memory including computer program code, the at least one memory and the computer program
the at least one memory and the computer program code being configured, with the at least one processor,
code being configured, with the at least one processor, 25 to cause the apparatus at least to:
to cause the apparatus at least to: transmit a configuration message for configuring at least
recelﬁ/e a colrllﬁguragon message from a Ié?twork nodﬁ:, one user equipment to skip uplink transmission for an
wherein the configuration message indicates to the uplink grant when there is no uplink data; and
apparatus to skip uplink transmission for an uplink receive, from the at least one user equipment, a transport
grant when there is no uplink d.ata; 0 block for a subframe with comprising uplink control
determine whether the apparatus is requested for uplink information in the uplink grant even when there is no
control information transmission for a subframe with ulink data to be It)ransn%itte 4 in the uplink erant
the uplink grant, wherein the uplink control informa- pinx . . . PHRK grant,
tion comprises an aperiodic channel quality indicator; Whefen} the uplink COI.mO.l 11.1f0rmat10n comprises a
when it is determined that the apparatus is requested for 35 1 4ap1?11;10dlc channel qual:ity 1ndlcat10¥. 13. wherein th
the uplink control information transmission for the 4. 1he apparatus according to claim 13, wherem the
subframe with the uplink grant, generating a transport uplink control information further comprises at least one of:
block even when there is no uplink data to be trans- a periodic channel quality indicator and a hybrid automatic
mitted: and repeat request feedback.
transmitting the generated transport block and the uplink 40 ) 15. The apparatus acdcorﬁhng to claim 13, Wherelndthe at
control information to the network node in the uplink east one memory an the computer program code are
grant on a physical uplink shared channel. further configured, with the at least one processor, to cause
6. The apparatus according to claim 5, wherein, when it is the apparatus at lgast to transmit the uplink grant to the at
determined that the apparatus is not requested for the uplink leals g or%eiluser equltpment. dine to claim 5. wherein th
control information transmission for the subframe with the 45 - Ahe apparatus according 1o claim >, Wherein the
uplink grant and a protocol data unit is a padding buffer generateq transport block comprises pe}dded zeros multi-
status report only protocol data unit, the at least one memory p1e1x7e d;;]llth the uplink cont(rigl mforn;aponi 3. wherein th
and the computer program code arc further configured, with - Lhe apparatus according to claim 13, wherem the
the at least one processor, to cause the apparatus at least to transport blOCk.COIanS?S padded zeros multiplexed with the
skip generating a transport block. 50 uplllrslklfllontrol mformatlon(.i. laim 5. wherein th
7. The apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the uplink £ th. T.Eﬁparantls. accgr 1ng 1o ¢ ?lrrlnk » W terem the type
control information further comprises at least one of: a o 1 9e }lﬁl grant 15 a yI(lf.lmlc upll. gsran.h . link
periodic channel quality indicator and a hybrid automatic - Lhe apparatus according to claim 5, wherein upli
repeat request feedback data refers to uplink data from a medium access control
8. The apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the at least 55 layer. . . .
one memory and the computer program code are further 20 The apparatus accordlng to claim 5, Whe.reln deter-
configured, with the at least one processor, to cause the [mung Whether the apparatus 1s reques ted for up.hnk control
apparatus at least to receive the uplink grant from the information transmission for the uplink grant is based on
network node receiving a request for the aperiodic channel quality indi-
9. The apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the 60 cator.

apparatus comprises a user equipment.
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