
Biographical Sketch 

Dr. Lonberg is currently an Executive in Residence at Canaan Partners.  Prior to Canaan, he was Senior 
Vice President, Oncology Discovery Biology, at Bristol-Myers Squibb, where he led drug discovery 
efforts for both targeted and immuno-oncology agents. Dr. Lonberg began his career in the 
biotechnology/ pharmaceutical industry, leading the GenPharm International research group that 
developed genetically engineered strains of mice with germline configuration human immunoglobulin 
genes. These transgenic animals have been used to discover more than three dozen clinical-stage human 
sequence antibodies, including 15 FDA-approved products (golimumab, ustekinumab, ofatumumab, 
canakinumab, ipilimumab, nivolumab, secukinumab, daratumumab, bezlotoxumab, olaratumab, 
burosumab, teprotumumab, amivantamab, anifrolumab, and relatlimab). GenPharm International was 
acquired by Medarex in 1997, and then by Bristol-Myers Squibb in 2009. In 1998, Dr. Lonberg’s drug 
discovery group at Medarex began to focus on antibody therapies that target and modulate immune-
attenuating pathways to activate patient immune responses to cancer cells (so-called "checkpoint 
blockade" therapies). Ipilimumab, which began clinical testing in 2000, was the first-ever checkpoint 
blockade cancer therapy to enter clinical development and to gain regulatory approval. Ipilimumab, 
approved in 2011, was also the first drug to demonstrate, in a randomized clinical trial, a survival benefit 
for patients with metastatic melanoma. A second checkpoint blockade cancer therapeutic, nivolumab, 
entered clinical development in 2006 and gained regulatory approval in 2014. A third checkpoint 
blockade cancer therapeutic, relatlimab, entered clinical development in 2013 and gained regulatory 
approval as a combination product with nivolumab in 2022.  Dr. Lonberg received his PhD in 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology from Harvard University (Cambridge, MA) in 1985, where he 
studied under Dr. Walter Gilbert. He was a postdoctoral fellow at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center (New York, NY) and was elected to the National Academy of Engineering in 2015. 

JHU 2002 
Merck Sharp v. Johns Hopkins 

IPR2024-006221



N. Lonberg      p. 2 

Curriculum Vitae 
 
 
 
Name:   Nils Lonberg 
 
Born:   2-23-56, Berkeley, CA 
 
Home Address:  168 Bardet Rd 
   Woodside, CA  94062 
 
Work Address:  Canaan Partners 

2765 Sand Hill Rd 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

 
Internet E-mails:  nlonberg@msn.com 
   nlonberg@canaan.com 
 
 
Education: 
 
    Undergraduate: 1974-1977  Reed College 
   1977-1978  University of Oregon 
   1978-1979  Reed College (no degree)  
 
    Graduate:  1979-1985  Harvard University, Ph.D., March 1985 
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   1998-2000  Vice President, Scientific Director 
      GenPharm International, San Jose, CA 
 

   2000-2009  Senior Vice President, Scientific Director 
      Medarex, Milpitas, CA 
 

2009-2019 Senior Vice President, Oncology Discovery Biology 
Bristol-Myers Squibb, Redwood City, CA 
 
& Interim Head Oncology Exploratory Clinical 
Development March, 2012-January, 2013 
 

   2019-present  Executive in Residence, Canaan Partners 
      Menlo Park, CA 
 
Boards: 
 

2019-present Synthekine, Inc., Board of Directors & Scientific Advisory 
Board 

2



N. Lonberg      p. 3 

 
   2019-present  Bicara Therapeutics, Chairman, Board of Directors 
 

2020-2023 Evolveimmune Therapeutics, Inc., Scientific Advisory 
Board 

 
   2020-present  Bolt Biotherapeutics, Inc., Scientific Advisory Board 
 
   2020-present  Biograph55, Board of Directors 
 
   2020-present  Compugen, Ltd., Scientific Advisory Board 
 
   2021-present  ThirtyFiveBio, Board of Directors 
 
   2022-present   Normunity, Scientific Advisory Board 
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