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57 ABSTRACT 
A suspension control system employs a road sensor 
monitoring road roughness or smoothness and produc 
ing a road condition indicative signal. The control sys 
tem also employs other sensor or sensors for monitoring 
at least one preselected suspension control parameter, 
such as vehicle speed, steering angular variation and so 
forth, other than road roughness. The suspension 
switches between relatively hard and relatively soft 
characteristics based on the preselected suspension con 
trol prameters. In order to make suspension control 
more precisely suited to the vehicle driving conditions, 
the control characateristics of the suspension system are 
adjusted depending upon the road condition. With this 
arrangement, even when the suspension is controlled so 
as to suppress vehicular roll based on the steering angu 
lar displacement and when rough road conditions cause 
steering angular displacement due to kick-back from the 
road input through the steering mechanism, the errone 
ous judgement that steering adjustments are about to 
cause vehicular roll can be avoided. In case of accelera 
tion responsive suspension control, rough road condi 
tions tend to cause a driver to unconsciously operate the 
accelerator pedal so as to increase and decrease throttle 
valve angular position relative to the fully closed posi 
tion. According to the present invention, by adjusting 
the control characteristics, erroneous detection that the 
vehicle is accelerating, which would normally cause 
winding-up, can be successfully avoided. 

38 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets 
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4,827,416 1. 

METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR CONTROLLING 
AUTOMOTIVE SUSPENSION SYSTEM, 
PARTICULARLY FOR CONTROLLING 
SUSPENSION CHARACTERISTICS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH ROAD SURFACE 

CONDITIONS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates generally to a method 

and system for controlling an automotive suspension 
system so as to achieve both riding comfort and vehicle 
driving stability. More specifically, the invention relates 
to a method and system for controlling the automotive 
suspension system depending upon various suspension 
control parameters, such as roll intensity, pitch intensity 
and so forth, with variable control characteristics. In 
more detail, the invention relates to a suspension con 
trol for controlling the automotive suspension system 
with control characteristics that vary with road surface 
conditions. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Recently, suspension control systems controlling the 

performance of vehicular suspension systems have been 
used to provide better riding comfort and better vehicle 
driving ability. Such suspension control systems control 
the damping characteristics or shock absorbing charac 
teristics of the vehicular suspension system depending 
upon various vehicle driving parameters affecting rid 
ing comfort and drivability of the vehicle. For example, 
suspension control systems may adjust suspension char 
acteristics depending upon road condition, vehicle 
speed, acceleration and deceleration of the vehicle, 
vehicular roll and so forth. In order to obtain desired 
suspension control characteristics. the suspension con 
trol system receives preselected vehicle driving param 
eters, compares a value representative of the prese 
lected vehicle driving parameters with a Corresponding 
reference value and adjusts suspension characteristics accordingly. 
For example, the co-pending U.S. patent application 

Ser. No. 678,806, now U.S. Pat. No. 4,652,010, filed on 
Dec. 6. 1984, the corresponding European Patent Ap 
plication of which has been published as First Publica 
tion No. 0145013, discloses a vehicular roll suppressive 
suspension control system, which invention has been 
assigned to the assignee of the present invention. In the 
disclosed system, the stiffness of a vehicular suspension 
system is selected in accordance with vehicle speed and 
the rate of steering adjustment, which influence the 
centrifugal force on a turning vehicle. Shock absorbers 
in the suspension system can operate in either high or 
low damping force modes. Vehicle speed and steering 
wheel position are monitored, and the latter property is 
checked periodically to derive a measure of steering 
wheel acceleration. When steering wheel acceleration, 
i.e. the second derivative of the steering angle with 
respect to time, exceeds a threshold value, then shock 
absorbers are operated in the high damping force mode 
otherwise, they operate in the low damping force mode. 
The threshold value to which the steering wheel accel 
eration value is compared is derived as a function of 
vehicle speed. 
On the other hand, the co-pending U.S. patent appli 

cation Ser. No. 649,484 now abandoned, filed on Sept. 
11, 1984, the corresponding European Patent Applica 
tion of which has been published as First Publication 
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2 
No. 01 35902, discloses a nose-dive suppressive suspen 
sion control system, which invention is also assigned to 
the assignee of the present invention. In the disclosed 
system, an automotive vehicle suspension has a damper 
with variable damping characteristics, specifically ad 
justable damping force. A controller responds to appli 
cation and release of vehicle brakes by increasing the 
damping force. Increasing the damping force at the 
beginning of braking suppresses nose-dive of the vehi 
cle. On the other hand, increasing the damping force at 
the end of braking suppresses pitching motion of the 
vehicle. This greatly improves the behavior of the vehi 
cle sprung mass during braking. A similar nose dive 
suppressive suspension control system active in re 
sponse to braking of the vehicle has been disclosed in 
the Japanese Patent First Publication (Tokkai) Showa 
60-148710, published on Aug. 6, 1985. Furthermore, the 
co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 744,380, 
now U.S. Pat. No. 4,733,883, filed on June 13, 1985, 
which has been assigned to the assignee of the present 
invention, discloses a suspension control system which 
can precisely control the damping characteristics of 
vehicular suspension in order to successfully and satis 
factorily prevent dive and rebound. The suspension 
control system is designed to detect vehicle decelera 
tion on the basis of variations in vehicle speed and to 
compare the vehicle speed with a predetermined vehi 
cle speed criterion across which damping characteris 
tics of the vehicular suspension varies between harder 
suspension mode and softer suspension mode. The vehi 
cle speed criterion varies with vehicle deceleration so 
that the criterion becomes higher when deceleration is 
greater than a predetermined level. By hardening the 
suspension earlier during relatively abrupt deceleration 
of the vehicle, the intensity of nose dive is reduced and 
thus the intensity of rebounding motion after nose-dive 
can be reduced. This ensures riding comfort by reduc 
ing the intensity of pitching behavior of the vehicle 
front end. On the other hand, by delaying the hardening 
of the suspension during gentle deceleration of the vehi 
cle, softer damping characteristics can be maintained 
for a longer period to ensure riding comfort by success 
fully absorbing bounding and rebounding shocks from 
the road surface. 
A similar acceleration and deceleration dependent 

suspension control system has been disclosed in the 
Japanese Patent First Publication (Tokkai) Showa 
60-154906, published on Aug. 14, 1985. Vehiclular ac 
celeration and deceleration are detected based on fuel 
supply control pulse width or fuel injection pulse width 
which is taken as engine speed indicative parameter and 
vehicle speed. 
The co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 

744,379 now abandoned, filed on June 13, 1985, corre 
sponding European Patent Application of which has 
been published as the First publication No. 01 67 159, 
discloses a suspension control system which is variable 
of damping characteristics of the suspension depending 
upon road surface condition and which has been as 
signed to the common assignee to the present invention. 
In the disclosure, the suspension control system in 
cludes a road surface sensor which produces a road 
condition indicative signal. A controller detects bound 
ing and rebounding motions of the vehicle suspension 
on the basis of the road condition indicative signal from 
the road sensor. The controller monitors when the 
bounding and rebounding motion exceeds a predeter 
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mined level and when its frequency falls within a given 
frequency range. These conditions reflect typical vehi 
cle body behavior during travel along an undulating 
road, in which case, the controller produces a control 
signal to stiffen the suspension system. This suppresses 
pitching motion of the vehicle on undulating road so as 
to satisfactorily and successfully provide good riding 
comfort. 

Furthermore, the assignee of the present invention 
also assigned the U.S. Pat. No. 4,600,215, issued on July 
15, 1986. The invention disclosed in this U.S. Patent 
adjusts suspension control characteristics relative to 
road surface condition depending upon vehicle speed. 
For instance, a suspension control system for automo 
tive vehicles automatically adjusts the damping 
strength of variable shock absorbers or other dampers 
in accordance with road surface conditions. The sensor 
signal reflects vertical displacement of the vehicle body 
from the road surface. The sensor signal is compared to 
a corresponding reference level which is variable de 
pending upon a vehicle speed. The results of compari 
son give an indication of the degree and scale of irregu 
larities in the road surface. The comparison information 
is sent to a suspension system controller which causes 
actuation of the shock or other dampers absorbers to a 
stiffer mode of operation when road surface roughness 
requiring harder suspension is recognized. 

In addition the co-pending U.S. patent application 
Ser. No. 791,766, now U.S. Pat. No. 4,616,848, filed on 
Sept. 3, 1985, discloses a suspension control system 
includes a suspension system variable of stiffness and/or 
damping characteristics, a road sensor producing a road 
condition indicative signal and a controller for control 
ling the stiffness and/or damping characteristics of the 
suspension system depending upon the road condition 
indicative signal value and the vehicle speed indicative 
signal value. The controller is detective of the vehicle 
speed in a predetermined normal speed range which is 
defined by a lower speed criteria and an upper speed 
criteria, for generally maintaining the stiffness or damp 
ing characteristics of the suspension in relatively soft. 
The controller is detective of the vehicle speed indica 
tive signal value smaller than the foregoing lower speed 
criteria to increase sensitivity of the road sensor and/or 
harden the suspension system at harder level than that 
in the normal speed range when the roughness of the 
road surface beyond a rough road criteria. Also, the 
controller is detective of the vehicle speed indicative 
signal value greater than the upper speed criteria for 
increasing sensitivity of the road sensor and/or harden 
the suspension system at harder level than that in the 
normal speed range when the roughness of the road 
surface beyond a rough road criteria, the relative dis 
placement between a vehicle body and a road wheel, a 
vehicle speed sensor producing a vehicle speed indica 
tive signal. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In view of the aforementioned prior proposals, the 
present invention is intended to provide more a ad 
vanced suspension control system and control method, 
which may derive more precise suspension control pa 
rameters for controlling the vehicular suspension in 
precise accordance with vehicle driving conditions. 

Therefore, it is a principle object of the present inven 
tion to provide a method and system for controlling a 
vehicular suspension with variable suspension control 
characteristics. 
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4. 
Another object of the invention to provide a method 

and system for controlling a vehicle suspension system 
in relation to a preselected suspension control parame 
ter which is compared with a given threshold value 
which varies with other parameters. 
A more precise object of the present invention is to 

provide a method and system for controlling a vehicle 
suspension system in relation to a preselected suspen 
sion control parameter which is compared with a given 
threshold value which varies with road surface condi 
tions. 

In order to accomplish the aforementioned and other 
objects, a suspension control system, according to the 
present invention employs a road sensor monitoring 
road roughness or smoothness and producing a road 
condition indicative signal. The control system also 
employs other sensor or sensors for monitoring at least 
one preselected suspension control parameter, such as 
vehicle speed, steering angular variation and so forth, 
other than road roughness. The suspension switches 
between relatively hard and relatively soft characteris 
tics based on the preselected suspension control param 
eters. In order to make suspension control more pre 
cisely suited to the vehicle driving conditions, the con 
trol characteristics of the suspension system are ad 
justed depending upon the road condition. 
With this arrangement, even when the suspension is 

controlled so as to suppress vehicular roll based on the 
steering angular displacement and when rough road 
conditions cause steering angular displacement due to 
kick-back from the road input through the steering 
mechanism, the erroneous judgment that steering ad 
justments are about to cause vehicular roll can be 
avoided. In case of acceleration responsive suspension 
control, rough road conditions tend to cause a driver to 
unconsciously operate the accelerator pedal so as to 
increase and decrease throttle valve angular position 
relative to the fully closed position. According to the 
present invention, by adjusting the control characteris 
tics, erroneous detection that the vehicle is accelerating, 
which would normally cause or winding-up, can be 
successfully avoided. 

Therefore, as will be appreciated herefrom, by adjust 
ing the control characteristics depending upon the road 
surface conditions. erroneous detection of suspension 
control criteria requiring harder suspension characteris 
tics can be satisfactorily and successfully avoided. 
According to one aspect of the invention. an automo 

tive suspension control system comprises a suspension 
system suspending road wheels from a vehicle body and 
having suspension characteristics variable between first 
harder suspension characteristics and second softer 
suspension characteristics, an actuator associated with 
the suspension system for operating the suspension sys 
tem in a selected one of the first harder suspension char 
acteristics and the second softer suspension characteris 
tics, a first sensor monitoring a preselected first suspen 
sion control parameter indicative of vehicle driving 
behavior and producing a first sensor signal, a second 
sensor monitoring roughness of the road surface and 
producing a second sensor signal indicative of the road 
surface condition, and a controller deriving a control 
signal for operating the actuator to operate the suspen 
sion system in the selected on of the first harder suspen 
sion characteristics and the second softer suspension 
characteristics depending on the first sensor signal value 
and predetermined control characteristics, the control 
ler having a plurality of the predetermined control 
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characteristics and selecting one of the control charac 
teristics according to the value of the second sensor 
signal. 
The controller compares the first sensor signal value 

with a given threshold value and produces a control 
signal ordering the actuator to operate the suspension 
system in the first harder suspension characteristics 
when the first sensor signal value is greater than the 
threshold value. The threshold value is variable be 
tween first and second threshold values depending upon 
the second sensor signal value. The first threshold value 
is less than the second threshold value, and the control 
ler selects the second threshold value when the second 
sensor signal value exceeds a predetermined reference 
value which represents a smooth/rough road condition 
criterion. 

In the preferred embodiment. the first sensor moni 
tors vehicle driving behavior leading to vehicular roll 
and produces a first sensor signal having a value repre 
sentative of vehicular roll intensity. Practically, the first 
sensor comprises a steering angle sensor producing a 
first sensor signal representative of steering column 
angular displacement. 

In the alternative, the first sensor monitors vehicle 
driving behavior leading to vehicular pitch and pro 
duces a first sensor signal having a value representative 
of vehicular pitch intensity. The first sensor monitors a 
parameter influencing engine revolution speed and pro 
duce an engine speed indicative first sensor signal. The 
first sensor monitors a fuel supply pulse having a pulse 
width representative of the load on the engine. and the 
controller detects engine acceleration and deceleration 
based on variations in the fuel supply pulse width. The 
automotive suspension control system may further com 
prises means for detecting power transmission gear 
position, and the controller adjusts the threshold value 
according to the transmission gear position. 
According to another aspect of the invention, an 

automotive suspension control system comprises a sus 
pension system suspending road wheels from a vehicle 
body and having suspension characteristics variable 
between a first harder suspension characteristics and a 
second softer suspension characteristics, an actuator 
associated with the suspension system for operating the 
suspension system in a selected one of the first harder 
suspension characteristics and the second softer suspen 
sion characteristics, a first sensor means for monitoring 
a vehicle driving operation leading to changes in vehic 
ular profile and producing a first sensor signal having a 
value representative of the extent of vehicular profile 
change, a second sensor means for monitoring the 
roughness of the road surface and producing a second 
sensor signal indicative of the road surface condition, 
and a controller deriving a control signal ordering the 
actuator to operate the suspension system in the se 
lected one of the first and second suspension character 
istics depending on the first sensor signal value and 
predetermined control characteristics, in such a manner 
that the suspension system normally operates in the 
second softer suspension characteristics and operates in 
the first harder suspension characteristics in response to 
vehicular profile changes exceeds a predetermined ex 
tent. the controller selecting one of a plurality of con 
trol characteristics according to the value of the second 
sensor signal. 
The second sensor comprises a potentiometer moni 

toring relative displacement between the vehicle body 
and the road wheel and producing the second sensor 
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6 
signal indicative of the displacement between the vehi 
cle body and the road wheel. Alternatively, the second 
sensor comprises an ultra-sonic sensor mounted on the 
vehicle body which transmits ultra-sonic waves toward 
the road surface, receives the ultra-sonic waves re 
flected by the road surface and determines the distance 
to the road surface by measuring the elapsed time be 
tween transmission of the ultra-sonic waves and recep 
tion of the reflected ultra-sonic waves. 

In the preferred embodiment, the suspension system 
includes a variable damping force shock absorber with 
variable damping characteristics capable of producing a 
greater damping force in said first harder suspension 
characteristics of said suspension system and a smaller 
damping force in said second softer suspension charac 
teristics of said suspension system. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of the general 

concept of a suspension control system according to the 
present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the preferred embodi 

ment of the suspension control system according to the 
invention; 
FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a controller comprising 

a microprocessor employed in the suspension control 
system of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a cross-section through a variable-damping 

force shock absorber employed in the preferred em 
bodiment of the suspension control system of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a road sensor for 

monitoring road surface conditions, i.e. road roughness, 
employed in the preferred embodiment of the suspen 
sion control system of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a roll-suppressive suspension 
control program executed by the controller of FIG. 5; 
FIGS. 7(A) and 7(B) together form a flowchart of a 

pitch suppressive suspension control program executed 
by the controller of FIG. 5; 
FIG. 8 is a timing chart for aid in demonstrating the 

practical suspension control operations performed by 
the preferred embodiment of the suspension control 
system of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 9 is a section through a three-way adjustable 

variable damping force shock absorber, which can 
serve as a replacement for the two-way variable damp 
ing force shock absorber employed in the preferred 
embodiment of the suspension control system of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 10 is a section through the driving arrangement 

for the three-way adjustable shock absorber of FIG. 9; 
FIG. 11 is an enlarged partial section through the 

major part of the three-way adjustable shock absorber 
of FIG. 9; 
FIGS. 12(A) and 12(B) are further-enlarged sections 

taken along lines A-A and B-B of FIG. 10; 
FIG. 13 is a perspective view Of a variable torsional 

force stabilizer employed in the preferred embodiment 
of the suspension control system of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 14 is a section taken along line XIV-XIV of 

FIG. 13; 
FIG. 15 is a section taken along the line XV-XV of 

FIG. 14; and 
FIG. 16 is a schematic block diagram of a pneumatic 

suspension system which has an adjustable pneumatic 
spring for adjusting suspension characteristics, which 
pneumatic suspension system can be employed in the 
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preferred embodiment of the suspension control system 
of FG, 2. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to the drawings, particularly to FIG. 
1, the preferred embodiment of a suspension control 
system, according to the present invention, is designed 
to adjust the suspension characteristics of a suspension 
system 10. It should be noted that, the wording "suspen 
sion characteristics' used through out the disclosure 
and the appended claims represents damping character 
istics of a damper, such as a hydraulic shock absorber, 
pneumatic shock absorber and so forth, roll-stabilizing 
characteristics of a roll-stabilizer, the spring character 
istics of suspension spring, such as a pneumatic spring 
and so forth. Therefore, the wording "adjustment of 
suspension characteristics' represents adjustment or 
variation of any one of the damping characteristics, 
roll-stabilizing characteristics and spring characteris 
tics. Furthermore, the wordings "HARD suspension 
characteristics' and "SOFT suspension characteristics' 
represent the condition of suspension ad detailed below: 

the damper is set in "HARD damping characteristics 
mode” to produce a greater damping force than in 
"SOFT damping characteristics mode” to which the 
damper is set under conditions where the SOFT suspen 
sion characteristics are ordered; 

the roll-stabilizer is set in "HARD stabilizer charac 
teristics mode' to produce a greater torsional modulus 
than in "SOFT stabilizer characteristics mode' to 
which the roll-stabilizer is set under conditions where 
the SOFT suspension characteristics are ordered; and 
Aor 

the suspension spring is set in "HARD spring charac 
teristics mode' to produce a greater spring force than in 
"SOFT spring characteristics mode' to which the sus 
pension spring is set under conditions where the SOFT 
suspension characteristics are ordered. 

It should be further noted that the suspension charac 
teristics can be adjusting one of the damping character 
istics, roll-stabilizing characteristics and the spring 
characteristics or adjusting two or more of them in 
combination. 
The suspension system 10 thus includes an actuator 

12 for adjusting the suspension characteristics. The 
actuator 12 is connected to a controller 100 which mon 
itors vehicle driving conditions and derives a control 
signal to be sent to the actuator 12. In order to monitor 
the vehicle driving condition, the controller 100 is con 
nected to a driving condition monitoring means 14 
which monitors a preselected suspension control pa 
rameter, such as steering angular displacement, engine 
acceleration and deceleration and so forth. The control 
ler 100 receives a driving condition indicative signal 
from the driving condition monitoring means 14, which 
driving condition indicative signal has a value represen 
tative of the monitored vehicle driving condition. Also, 
the controller 100 is connected to a road sensor 16 
which monitors road surface condition and produces a 
road condition indicative signal. 
The controller 100 generally derives the control sig 

nal to operate the actuator 12 for adjusting the suspen 
sion characteristics based on the driving condition in 
dicative signal, according to given suspension control 
characteristics. The wording "suspension control char 
acteristics' or "control characteristics' represents a 
schedule of adjustment of the suspension characteris 
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8 
tics, HARD/SOFT suspension characteristics criteria 
to be compared with the driving condition indicative 
signal value and others. 
The controller 100 is provided with a plurality of 

control characteristics to be selectively used to derive 
the control signal. Selection of the control characteris 
tics is performed on the basis of the road condition 
indicative signal value which represents the road sur 
face condition. 

In the shown embodiment, the controller 100 adjusts 
a single, selected control characteristic, in this case, the 
HARD/SOFT suspension characteristics criterion. 
Therefore, the controller 100 is provided with a road 
condition detecting stage. In practice, the road condi 
tion detecting stage distinguishes between smooth road 
conditions and rough road conditions. The controller 
also has a criterion selection stage following the road 
condition detecting stage for selecting one of two crite 
ria, one of which is to be selected when smooth road 
conditions are detected and the other is to be selected 
when the rough road conditions are detected. 
The controller 100 also has a driving condition de 

tecting stage. The driving condition detecting stage 
receives the criterion selected by the criterion selecting 
stage. The driving condition detecting stage compares 
the driving condition indicative signal value from the 
driving condition monitoring means with the input cri 
terion value. A control signal deriving stage in the con 
troller 100 then derives the control signal based on the 
output of the driving condition detecting stage. In prac 
tice, when the driving condition indicative value is 
greater than the criterion value, a control signal order 
ing HARD suspension characteristics is derived by the 
control signal deriving stage. On the other hand, when 
the driving condition indicative signal value is equal to 
or smaller than the criterion value, a control signal 
ordering SOFT suspension characteristics is derived. 
The control signal is then output to the actuator 12 to 

order the suspension system to the selected one of the 
HARD and SOFT suspension characteristic modes. 

In the shown embodiment, roll-suppressive suspen 
sion control is then performed for suppressing vehicle 
roll based on the steering angular displacement detected 
by steering angle sensor, serving in this case as the driv 
ing condition monitoring means 14. On the other hand, 
pitch, i.e. scoot or nose-dive, is suppressed on the basis 
of engine acceleration and deceleration. Control char 
acteristics during roll and/or pitch-suppressive suspen 
sion control are adjusted according to road roughness 
conditions. In practice, the vehicular roll criterion 
value, by reference to which HARD or SOFT suspen 
sion characteristics modes are selected, is selected from 
either a rough-road value or a smooth-road value, with 
the intent of avoiding the influence of kick-back in the 
steering mechanism, the intensity of which is greater on 
rough roads than on smooth roads. On the other hand, 
vehicular pitch criterion, by reference to which HARD 
or SOFT suspension characteristics are selected, is ad 
justed so as to avoid the influence of oscillation of the 
accelerator pedal and/or the driver's foot on rough 
roads. 
The first and preferred embodiment of the automo 

tive suspension control system, according to the present 
invention, will be described in detail herebelow with 
reference to FIGS. 2 to 7(B). 
FIGS. 2 and 3 illustrates the preferred embodiment of 

the suspension control system according to the present 
invention. The vehicle has left-front, right-front, left 
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rear and right-rear wheels 30. The wheels (not shown) 
support the vehicle body (not shown) through corre 
sponding suspension assemblies 18FL, 18FR, 18RL and 
18RR. In the shown embodiment, each suspension as 
sembly 18FL, 18FR, 18RL and 18RR has a variable damp 
ing-force shock absorber 20 which can operate in any of 
a plurality of damping modes, including at least a 
HARD mode in which a relatively high damping force 
is produced, and a SOFT mode in which a relatively 
small damping force is produced. In order to switch 
among the various damping modes, each variable damp 
ing-force shock absorber 36 is associated with an actua 
tor 12FL, 12FR. 12RL and 12RR. The actuators 12FL, 
12FR, 12RL and 12RR are all connected to a driver circuit 
102. The driver circuit 102 is connected, in turn, to the 
controller 100 which comprises a microprocessor and 
produces control signals derived from detected vehicle 
driving conditions. 

In order to monitor vehicle driving conditions, the 
controller 100 is connected for input from a steering 
angle sensor 104, a vehicle speed sensor 106, a fuel pulse 
sensor 108, a clutch switch 110 and a brake switch 112. 
Also, the controller 100 is connected to the road sensor 
16. As is well known, the steering angle sensor 104 is 
mounted on a steering column 103 to monitor angular 
displacement of a steering wheel 103 and produces a 
steering angle indicative signal indicative thereof. The 
steering angle indicative signal is utilized as a parameter 
representative of rolling force and/or yawing force 
exerted on the vehicle. The fuel pulse sensor 108 moni 
tors fuel injection pulse width and thus monitors accel 
eration and deceleration of the vehicle, both of which 
cause vehicular profile changes, i.e. winding-up or nose 
dive. The fuel pulse sensor 108 produces a fuel pulse 
width indicative signal representative of the fuel pulse 
width supplied to a fuel supply system (not shown) in 
the automotive engine. The brake switch 112 detects 
application of automotive brakes (not shown) and pro 
duces a braking condition indicative signal. Similarly, 
the clutch switch 110 detects engagement and release of 
an automotive clutch associated with a power transmis 
sion and produces a clutch position indicative signal. 
The road sensor 16 is arranged to monitor the vehicle 

height relative to the road surface. The road sensor 16 
produces a road condition indicative signal representa 
tive of the roughness of the road surface. 
The controller 100 derives control signals based on 

the various aforementioned sensor signals. 
Suspension control in response to the steering angle 

indicative signal from the steering angle sensor has been 
disclosed in the co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. 
No. 678,806, filed on Dec. 6, 1984, and the correspond 
ing European Patent Application which has been pub 
lished under publication No. 01 45 013. Suspension 
control for suppressing winding-up and nose-dive has 
been disclosed in the co-pending U.S. patent application 
Ser. No. 649,484, filed Sept. 11, 1984, the corresponding 
European Patent Application of which has been pub 
lished under publication No. 01 35902, the co-pending 
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 791,061, filed on Oct. 
24, 1985, and the co-pending Japanese Patent Applica 
tion No. 59-11734 which has been published under the 
Publication No. 60-154906. Road condition-dependent 
and vehicular sway-dependent suspension control have 
been disclosed in the co-pending U.S. patent application 
Ser. No. 647,648, filed on Sept. 6, 1986, the co-pending 
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 706,279, filed on Feb. 
27, 1985, the corresponding European Patent Applica 
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10 
tion of which has been published under Publication No. 
01 57 181, the co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. 
No. 744,379, filed on June 13, 1985, the corresponding 
European Patent Application of which has been pub 
lished under Publication No. 01 66 313, and the co 
pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 751,513, filed 
on July 3, 1985, the corresponding European Patent 
Application of which has been published under Publica 
tion No. 01 67 455. All of the above-listed co-pending 
applications have been assigned to the owner of the 
present invention. The contents of the listed co-pending 
applications are hereby incorporated by reference for 
the sake of disclosure. 
As shown in phantom line in FIG. 3, the controller 

100 may include analog-to-digital (A/D) converters 114 
and 116 in cases where the road sensor 16 and/or the 
steering angle sensor 104 employed in the suspension 
control system produce analog signals. In this case, the 
A/D converter 114 is connected to the road sensor 16 
to receive an analog road condition indicative signal for 
conversion to a digital signal corresponding to the ana 
log signal. On the other hand, the A/D converter 116 is 
connected to a steering angle sensor 104 to receive the 
steering angle indicative signal for conversion to a digi 
tal signal. 

In practice, the steering angle sensor 104 produces a 
pulse signal at every predetermined angle of angular 
displacement of the steering column. This kind of steer 
ing angle sensors has been disclosed in Japanese patent 
First Publications (Tokkai) Showa 61-38515 and 
61-61005, respectively published on Feb. 24, 1986 and 
Mar. 28, 1986. The contents of these prior publications 
are hereby incorporated by reference for the sake of 
disclosure. Since the steering angle sensor 104 em 
ployed in the practical embodiment produces a digital 
steering angle indicative signal, the A/D converter 116 
is not required. On the other hand, in the practical em 
bodiment, the road sensor 116 comprises a kind of po 
tentiometer which produces an analog signal represen 
tative of the relative distance between the vehicle body 
and the wheel axle. The preferred embodiment of the 
road sensor 16 will be described later with reference to 
FIG. 5. Therefore, the A/D converter 114 is required 
to convert the analog road condition indicative signal 
from the road sensor 16 into a digital signal indicative 
thereof. On the other hand, when the road sensor com 
prises a sensor which produces a digital road condition 
indicative signal. such as an ultra-sonic sensor, the A/D 
converter can be omitted from the system 
Such an ultra-sonic sensor utilized for road-roughness 

monitoring has been disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 
4,600,215, issued on July 15, 1986, to Junsuke KUROKI 
et al and assigned to the assignee of the present inven 
tion. The contents of the aforementioned U.S. Patent 
are hereby incorporated by reference for the sake of 
disclosure. Although the preferred embodiment in 
cludes the road sensor 16 of FIG. 5, an ultra-sonic-type 
road sensor can be employed as a replacement for the 
sensor of FIG. 5. 
The vehicle speed sensor 106 is of perse well-known 

construction and monitors the rate of rotation of a stan 
dard speedometer cable or of the output shaft of the 
power transmission or of the propeller shaft. As is well 
known, the vehicle speed sensor 106 produces a pulse 
signal serving as the vehicle speed indicative signal at 
each predetermined angular position of the rotating 
body. Therefore, the frequency of the pulse signal pro 
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duced by the vehicle speed sensor is proportional to the 
vehicle speed. 
The clutch switch 110 is held ON, i.e. closed, while 

the clutch is connected. On the other hand, the clutch 
switch 110 is turned OFF in response to release of the 
clutch. Similarly, the brake switch 112 turns ON in 
response to application of the vehicular brakes and 
remains OFF while the vehicular brakes are not ap 
plied. In practice, the clutch switch 110 may be a nor 
mally-closed switch disposed near a clutch pedal and 
open when the clutch pedal is fully depressed. On the 
other hand, the brake switch 112 is a normally-open 
switch and is disposed near a brake pedal so as to be 
turned on in response to depression of the brake pedal. 
The road sensor 16, the steering angle sensor 104, the 

vehicle speed sensor 106, the fuel pulse sensor 108, the 
clutch switch 110 and the brake switch 112 are con 
nected to an input/output interface of the microproces 
sor which constitutes the major part of the controller 
100. The microprocessor includes CPU, RAM. ROM 
and a clock pulse generator. ROM has a program mem 
ory block 118 storing a roll-suppressive suspension con 
trol program and a pitch-suppressive suspension control 
program. ROM includes a roll criterion-representative 
reference value A0Lef memory block 120. In the shown 
embodiment, the roll criterion-representative reference 
value memory block 120 is accessed while the road 
surface is smooth, ROM also includes another roll crit 
erion-representative reference value A6Hef memory 
block 122. The roll criterion-representative reference 
value memory block 122 is accessed while the road 
surface is rough. ROM also includes memory blockS 
124, 126, 128, 130, 132, 134, 136, 138, 140, 142, 144 and 
146. The memory blocks 124, 128, 152 respectively 
store scoot or winding-up criterion-representative ref 
erence values APLaire, APLa2ref and APLa3ref which 
are selectively accessed depending upon the power 
transmission gear positions, i.e., first, second and third 
gear positions, while the vehicle is travelling on a 
smooth road. The memory blocks 126, 130, 134 respec 
tively store nose-dive criterion-representative reference 
values APLd1re, APLd2ref and APLd3ef which are 
selectively accessed depending upon the power trans 
mission gear positions, i.e., first, second and third gear 
positions, while on a smooth road. The memory blocks 
136, 140, 144 respectively store scoot or winding-up 
criterion-representative reference values APHa1re, 
APHd2ref and APHd3f which are selectively accessed 
depending upon the power transmission gear position 
i.e., first, second and third gear positions, while the 
vehicle is travelling on a rough road. The memory 
blocks 138,142,146 respectively stores nose-dive criter 
ion-representative reference values APHdire, 
APHd2ef and APHd3f which are selectively accessed 
depending upon the power transmission gear position 
while on a rough road. ROM also includes a memory 
block 148 storing a road-roughness criterion-represen 
tative reference value AH. 
The microprocessor also includes a vehicle speed 

counter 150 for counting a vehicle speed indicative 
pulses from the vehicle speed sensor 106 for a given unit 
of time defined by clock pulses from the clock pulse 
generator. The vehicle speed counter 150 outputs a 
vehicle speed value V indicative of the vehicle speed. 
The microprocessor also has a fuel pulse counter which 
counts clock pulses in order to measure the pulse width 
of the fuel pulse indicative signal from the fuel pulse 
sensor 158. The fuel pulse indicative signal from the fuel 
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12 
pulse sensor 108 may have a pulse width corresponding 
to the fuel injection pulse supplied to the fuel supply 
system of the automotive engine. The fuel supply pulse 
width varies with engine load, i.e. it depends mainly 
upon acceleration and deceleration of the engine, so 
that the fuel pulse counter value Pn represents engine 
load. Its derivative APn thus represents acceleration 
and deceleration of the vehicular engine. The fuel pulse 
counter 152 produces a fuel pulse width indicative sig 
nal. A steering angle counter 154 is also increments or 
decrements its counter value in response to the steering 
angle indicative signal from the steering angle sensor 
104. In practice, the steering angle indicative signal 
contains a component indicative of the steering direc 
tion. clockwise or counterclockwise. Therefore, the 
steering angle counter 154 increments and decrements 
the counter value depending upon the steering direc 
tion. In the shown embodiment, the steering angle 
counter 154 decrements its counter value when the 
steering angle indicative signal has a steering direction 
indicative component indicative of a turn to the left, and 
increments its counter value in response to a steering 
angle indicative signal indicative of a right-hand turn. 
A register 156 is provided for temporarily storing the 

steering angle counter value 6. The register value 6 is 
updated everytime the roll-suppressive suspension con 
trol program is executed. A register 158 is also provided 
in the microprocessor for storing a road condition indic 
ative value AH. 

In general, the road roughness condition is recog 
nized on the basis of the frequency and amplitude of the 
road condition indicative signal. The road condition 
indicative signal includes high-frequency components 
representative of the vibration of the road wheels and 
low-frequency components representative of vehicle 
body vibrations. In the road roughness value derivation 
process, the instantaneous value H of the road condition 
indicative signal from the road sensor 16, which is rep 
resentative of the height of the vehicle above the wheel 
assembly, is read and used to derive a weighted average 
value Have. In practice, average value Have of the road 
condition indicative signal value H is calculated by 
updating the previous average with a value derived 
from the instantaneous road sensor signal value H ac 
cording to the following equation: 

Hae=Haveo--l/64-(H-Haveo) 
where Haeo is the average value of the road sensor 
signal value derived in the immediately preceding cycle 
of program execution. 
Then, the absolute difference value AH (= Ha 

ve-H) is calculated. This absolute difference value AH 
serves as the road condition indicative value AH to be 
stored in the register 158. The process of derivation of 
the road condition indicative value AH has been dis 
closed in detail in the aforementioned co-pending U.S. 
patent application Ser. No. 751,513. The contents of this 
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 751,513 are hereby 
incorporated by reference for the sake of disclosure. 
CPU of the microprocessor executes the roll-suppres 

sive suspension control program and the pitch-suppres 
sive suspension control program stored in the program 
memory block 118. The execution of the aforemen 
tioned programs will be described later with reference 
to FIGS. 6, 7(A) and 7(B). 
FIG. 4 shows the first embodiment of the variable 

damping-force shock absorber 36 employed in the pre 
ferred embodiment of the suspension control system of 
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FIGS. 2 and 5. The shock absorber 20 generally com 
prises a hollow cylinder 200, and a piston 202 fitting 
flush within the hollow interior of the cylinder 200. The 
piston 202 defines upper and lower fluid chambers 204 
and 206 within the cylinder 200. The cylinder 200 fur 
ther defines a pneumatic chamber 208 partitioned from 
the lower fluid chamber 206 by means of a movable 
disc-shaped partition 209. The pneumatic chamber 208 
is filled with a compressed gas. 
The piston 202 is connected to the vehicle body (not 

shown) by means of a piston rod which is generally 
referred to by the reference number 210. The piston rod 
210 comprises upper and lower segments 212 and 214. 
The upper segment 212 has an axial through opening 
216. The lower end of the through opening 216 opens 
into a recess 218 in the lower end of the upper segment 
212. On the other hand, the lower segment 214 has an 
upper section 220 engageable to the recess 218. A hole 
222 is defined in the upper segment 212 of the piston rod 
210 to receive the actuator 12 extending through the 
through opening 216. The actuator 12 is connected to 
the driver circuit 102 through a lead 126. The actuator 
12 is associated with a movable valve body 228 which 
has a lower end extension 230 inserted into a guide 
opening 232 defined in the lower segment 214. The 
guide opening 232 extends across a fluid passage 234 
through the lower segment 214 for fluid communication 
between the upper and lower fluid chambers 204 and 
206. 
The fluid passage 234 serves as a bypass for flow-res 

trictive fluid passages 220 and 238 in the piston202. The 
upper end of the fluid passage 238 is closed by a resilient 
flow-restricting valve 240. Similarly, the lower end of 
the fluid passage 236 is closed by a flow-restricting 
valve 242. The flow-restricting valves 240 and 242 serve 
as check valves establishing one-way fluid communica 
tion in opposite directions. In addition, since the flow 
restriction valves 240 and 242 are biased toward the 
ends of the fluid passages 236 and 238, they open to 
allow fluid communication between the upper and 
lower fluid chambers 204 and 206 only when the fluid 
pressure difference between the upper and lower cham 
bers 204 and 206 overcomes the effective pressure of the 
valves. 
The cross-sectional area of the fluid passages 236 and 

238 and the set pressures of the fluid-restriction valves 
240 and 242 determine the damping force produced in 
HIGH damping force mode. The cross-sectional area of 
the fluid passage 234 determines the drop in the damp 
ing force in the LOW damping force mode in compari 
son with that in the HIGH damping force mode. 
The movable valve body 228 is normally biased up 

wards by means of a coil spring 244. As a result, when 
the actuator 12 is not energized, the lower end section 
230 of the valve body 228 is separated from the fluid 
passage 234 to allow fluid communication between the 
upper and lower chamber. When the actuator 12 is 
energized, the valve body 228 moves downwards 
against the resilient force of the coil spring 244 to block 
the fluid passage 234 with the lower end extension 230. 
As a result, fluid communication between the upper and 
lower fluid chambers 204 and 206 via the fluid passage 
234 is blocked. When fluid communication through the 
fluid passage is permitted, the damping force produced 
by the shock absorber 20 remains LOW. On the other 
hand, when the fluid passage 234 is shut, fluid flow rate 
is reduced, thus increasing the damping force produced. 
Therefore, when the valve body 228 is shifted to the 
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14 
lowered position, the shock absorber works in HIGH 
damping force mode to produce a higher damping force 
against vertical shocks. 

In the normal state Wherein the control signal of the 
controller 100 remains LOW, the movable valve body 
is held in its upper position by the effect of the spring 
force so that the lower end extension 230 does not 
project into the fluid passage 234. Therefore, the fluid 
communication is established through both the fluid 
passage 234 and the applicable one of the flow-restrict 
ing fluid passages 236 and 238. As a result, the total flow 
restriction is relatively weak to allow the shock ab 
sorber to operate in SOFT mode. 

In response to a HIGH-level control signal from the 
controller 100, the driver signal generator 102 corre 
sponding to each shock absorber 20 becomes active to 
energize the actuator 12. The actuator 12 drives the 
movable valve body 228 downward. This downward 
movement shifts the lower end of the extension 230 of 
the valve body 228 into the fluid passage 234 so as to 
block fluid communication between the upper and 
lower fluid chambers 204 and 206 via the fluid passage 
234. Therefore, the fluid can flow between the upper 
and lower chambers 204 and 206 only through one of 
the fluid passages 236 and 238. The fluid flow restriction 
is, thus, increased, resulting in a greater damping force 
than is produced in the SOFT mode. In other words, 
the shock absorber 20 operates in HARD mode. 
FIG. 5 shows the preferred embodiment of the road 

sensor 16 to be employed in the suspension control 
system according to the invention of FIGS. 1 to 5. As 
shown in FIG. 5, the road sensor 16 has a pivotal lever 
250 fixed to a rotary shaft 252. The rotary shaft 252 
extends into a sensor housing 254. The sensor housing 
254 is fixed to the vehicle body by means of a mounting 
bracket 256. A rotary element (not shown) which con 
stitutes the moving component of a conventional poten 
tiometer, is housed within the sensor housing 254 and 
fixed to the rotary shaft 252 for rotation therewith. In 
the preferred embodiment, the pivotal lever 250 is free 
to pivot through an angular range of 45 to either side of 
its neutral position. The output voltage of the potenti 
ometer housed within the sensor housing increases and 
decreases with the angular position of the pivotal lever 
250. In practice, the potentiometer is adjusted so as to 
output zero volts while the pivotal lever 250 is its neu 
tral position. The output voltage of the potentiometer 
increases linearly as it pivots upward and decreases 
linearly as it pivots downward. 
A linkage 258 is connected to the free end of the 

pivotal lever 250 at its upper end. The lower end of the 
linkage 258 is connected to a wheel assembly such as a 
suspension arm, a suspension link and so forth. Depend 
ing upon the displacement of the wheel assembly rela 
tive to the vehicle body in bounding and rebounding 
direction, the pivotal lever 250 is driven up and down. 

Therefore, the relative displacement between the 
vehicle body and the wheel assembly is converted into 
rotation or pivotal movement of the potentiometer and 
then converted into electric voltage which serves as the 
road condition indicative signal. 

I practice, the road sensor 16 cooperates with one of 
the front wheel to monitor the relative displacement 
between the vehicle body and the associated front 
wheel assembly. Preferably, the road sensor 16 is associ 
ated with the front left wheel to monitor the relative 
displacement between the vehicle body and the front 
left wheel assembly. 
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FIG. 6 is a flowchart of the roll-suppressive suspen 
sion control program stored in the program memory 
block 118 of ROM and executed by CPU at a regular 
intervals. In practice, the roll-suppressive suspension 
control program of FIG. 6 is executed at constant time 
intervals, e.g. every 20 m.sec. 

Immediately after starting execution of the roll-sup 
pressive suspension control program, the steering angle 
counter value 0 in the steering angle counter 154, which 
represents the instantaneous steering angular position, is 
read out at a step 1002. The read steering angle counter 
value 0 is used to derive the angular displacement from 
the immediately preceding steering angular position. 
Toward this end, the previous steering angular position 
indicative value is read from a register 156 storing the 
steering angle counter value read in the immediately 
preceding cycle of program execution, at a step 1004. 
Based on the values read from the steering angle 
counter 154 and the steering angular position indicative 
value register 156, the steering angular displacement A6 
is derived at the step 1004. Also, after derivation of the 
steering angular displacement A0, the contents of the 
register 156 are updated by the steering angle counter 
value read at the step 1002. After step 1004, the vehicle 
speed counter value in the vehicle speed counter 150 is 
read out at a step 1006 and the road condition indicative 
value AHis read out from the register 158 at a step 1008. 
The road condition indicative value AH is compared 

with a smooth/rough road criterion indicative refer 
ence value AH-fat a step 1010. When the road condi 
tion indicative value AH is less than or equal to the 
reference value AHre? when compared at the step 1010, 
a roll criterion indicative reference value A8ef, which is 
to be compared with the steering angular displacement 
indicative value A6 derived at the step 1004, is set to a 
lower value. Therefore, the memory block 120 in ROM 
is accessed to retrieve the stored value A8Lef for use as 
the reference value A6, at a step 1012. Then at a step 
1016, the steering angular displacement indicative value 
A6 is compared with the reference value A6ef (i.e. 
A8Lref). 

If the steering angular displacement indicative value 
A6 is greater than or equal to the reference value A6, 
a control signal ordering HARD suspension character 
istics mode is output at a step 1018. Thereafter, a timer 
160 is set at a given period of time TR which is a prede 
termined period of time for which to hold the suspen 
sion characteristics in HARD mode for suppressing 
vehicular roll, at a step 1020. 
On the other hand, when the road condition indica 

tive value AH is greater than the reference value AHref 
when compared in the step 1010, then the higher refer 
ence value A0Heris selected at a step 1014. Therefore, 
at the step 1014, the memory block 122 is accessed to 
read the stored higher reference value A0Herfor use as 
the reference value A8ef. Then at a step 1016, the steer 
ing angular displacement indicative value A6 is com 
pared with the reference value (i.e. A6H). 

Similarly to the above, when the steering angular 
displacement indicative value A0 is greater than or 
equal to the reference value A0, a control signal or 
dering HARD suspension characteristics mode is out 
put at a step 1018. Thereafter, a timer 160 is set at a 
given period of time TR which is a predetermined per 
iod of time for which to hold the suspension characteris 
tics in HARD mode for suppressing vehicular roll, at a 
step 1020. 
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16 
If the steering angular displacement indicative value 

A0 is less than the reference value A6ef (i.e. A6Hrei) 
when checked at the step 1016, then the timer value TR 
in the timer 160 is checked to see if the timer value is 
zero, at a step 1022. Once the timer value TR reaches 
zero when checked at the step 1022, then a control 
signal ordering the SOFT suspension characteristics is 
output at a Step 1026. Otherwise, namely while the 
timer value TR is greater than zero, then the timer value 
TR is decremented by 1 at a step 1024. 

Following any one of the steps 1020, 1024 and 1026, 
the program execution goes END. 
As will be appreciated herefrom, according to the 

preferred process, sensing ability of the vehicular roll 
condition is lowered while the vehicle is travelling 
along a rough road to avoid mis-detection of vehicular 
roll due to kick-back from the road surface to the steer 
ing mechanism. 
FIGS. 7(A) and 7(B) show a pitch suppressive sus 

pension control program for suppressing winding-up 
during acceleration of the vehicle and nose-dive during 
deceleration of the vehicle. 
As set forth above, in the shown embodiment, vehicle 

acceleration and deceleration is generally detected on 
the basis of the fuel supply pulse width Pn, since the fuel 
supply pulse width generally varies with the induction 
air flow rate and thus corresponds to engine load. The 
fuel pulse width Pnis measured by the fuel pulse counter 
152. The fuel pulse counter value Pnis read out at a step 
1102 from the fuel pulse counter 152. The read fuel 
pulse counter value P is transferred to a shift register 
162 storing previous fuel pulse counter values P-1 and 
P-2 from the immediately preceding cycle and from 
two cycles before. At a step 1104, the contents of the 
shift register 162 are updated with the instantaneous fuel 
pulse counter value P and the immediately preceding 
fuel pulse counter value P-1. 

Thereafter, the clutch position indicative signal level 
is checked at a step 1106. When the clutch position 
indicative signal level is LOW, indicative of the OFF 
position of the clutch switch and thus of clutch release, 
the program ends immediately. On the other hand, 
when the clutch position indicative signal level is 
HIGH, indicating clutch engagement, the automotive 
power transmission gear position is arithmetically de 
tected at a step 1108. Basically, the transmission gear 
position can be derived from the vehicle speed V which 
is monitored by the vehicle speed counter 150 and the 
engine speed N which can be derived from the period of 
the fuel supply pulse. The ratio (G=V/N) of the vehi 
cle speed V versus the engine speed N is derived at the 
Step 1108. The ratio G serves as the transmission gear 
position indicative value. 
The road condition indicative value AH is read out 

from the register 158 at a step 1110. The road condition 
indicative value AH is compared with a smooth/rough 
road criterion indicative reference value AHrefat a step 
1112. When the road surface is relatively smooth and 
thus the road condition indicative value AH is less than 
or equal to the reference value AHrefwhen compared at 
the step 1112, the transmission gear position indicative 
value G is compared with a first gear position reference 
value G1 which represents the maximum possible value 
of the ratio of the vehicle speed V versus the engine 
speed N in the power transmission first gear position, at 
a step 1114. If the transmission gear position indicative 
value G is greater than or equal to the first gear position 
reference value Gl, the value G is compared with a 
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second gear position reference value G2 which repre 
sents the maximum possible value of the ratio of the 
vehicle speed V versus the engine speed N in the power 
transmission second gear position, at a step 1116. If the 
transmission gear position indicative value G is greater 
than or equal to the second gear position reference 
value G2, the value G is compared with a third gear 
position reference value G3 which represents the maxi 
mum possible value of the ratio of the vehicle speed V 
vis-versus the engine speed Nat the power transmission 
first gear position, at a step 1118. 

If the transmission gear position indicative value G is 
still greater than or equal to the third gear position 
reference value G3, then the program ends. 

It should be noted that in the over-drive gear posi 
tions, e.g. fourth and fifth gear positions, acceleration 
and deceleration change very gradually as engine speed 
changes, and so there will not be much winding-up or 
nose-dive. Therefore, in fourth and fifth transmission 
gear positions, pitch-suppressive suspension control 
depending upon the engine speed is not performed in 
the shown embodiment. However, if desired, it would 
be possible to perform pitch-suppressive suspension 
control even in the fourth and fifth gear positions of the 
power transmission. In this case, additional steps will be 
required for comparing the transmission gear position 
indicative value G with the fourth and fifth gear posi 
tion reference values. 

If the transmission gear position indicative value is 
less than the first gear position reference value G1 when 
compared at the step 1114, then, the memory blocks 124 
and 126 are accessed at a step 1120 to read first gear 
position acceleration and deceleration reference values 
PLalief and PLdle?. Similarly, if the transmission gear 
position indicative value is less than the second gear 
position reference value G2 when compared at the step 
1116, then, the memory blocks 128 and 130 are accessed 
at a step 1122 to read second gear position acceleration 
and deceleration reference Values PLa2-erand PLd2ref. 
Similarly, if the transmission gear position indicative 
value is less than the third gear position reference value 
G3 when compared at the step 1118, then, the memory 
blocks 132 and 134 are accessed at a step 1124 to read 
third gear position acceleration and deceleration refer 
ence values PLa3ief and PLd3f. 
On the other hand, when the road surface is relatively 

rough and thus the road condition indicative value AH 
is greater than the reference value AHer when com 
pared at the step 1112, the transmission gear position 
indicative value G is compared with a first gear position 
reference value G1 which represents the maximum pos 
sible value of the ratio of the vehicle speed V versus the 
engine speed N at the power transmission first gear 
position, at a step 1126. If the transmission gear position 
indicative value G is greater than or equal to the first 
gear position reference value Gl, the value G is com 
pared with a second gear position reference value G2 
which represents the maximum possible value of the 
ratio of the vehicle speed V versus the engine speed N 
at the power transmission second gear position, at a step 
1128. If the transmission gear position indicative value 
G is greater than or equal to the second gear position 
reference value G2, the value G is compared with a 
third gear position reference value G3 which represents 
the maximum possible value of the ratio of the vehicle 
speed V versus the engine speed N at the power trans 
mission first gear position, at a step 1130. 
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If the transmission gear position indicative value G is 

still greater than or equal to the third gear position 
reference value G3, then the program ends. 

If the transmission gear position indicative value is 
less than the first gear position reference value G1, then, 
the memory blocks 136 and 138 are accessed at a step 
1132 to read first gear position acceleration and deceler 
ation reference values PHa1efand PHdle?. Similarly, if 
the transmission gear position indicative value is less 
than the second gear position reference value G2, then, 
the memory blocks 128 and 130 are accessed at a step 
1134 to read second gear position acceleration and de 
celeration reference values PHa2ref and PHd2ref. Simi 
larly, if the transmission gear position indicative value is 
less than the third gear position reference value G3, 
then, the memory blocks 132 and 134 are accessed at a 
step 1136 to read third gear position acceleration and 
deceleration reference values PHa3rf and PHd3f. 

It should be appreciated that the values PLa1re, 
PLa2ref and PLa3ref and PHa1ef, PHa2ref and PHa3f 
serve as acceleration reference values at the associated 
transmission gear positions, which acceleration refer 
ence values will be generally referred to as "Paref'. On 
the other hand PLd1ref, PLd2ref and PLd3ef and 
PHd2ref and PHd3f serve as deceleration reference 
values at the associated transmission gear positions. 
which deceleration reference values will be hereafter 
generally referred to as "Pdref". The values PHa1re, 
PHa2efand PHa3rfare greater than the values PLa1ef, 
PLa2refand PLa3afat the corresponding gear positions. 
Similarly, the values PHd1re, PHd2re? and PHd3rfare 
greater than the values PLdlef, PLd2ref and PLd3rf at 
the corresponding gear positions. 
At a step 1138, the difference AP (=Pn-P-1) be 

tween the instantaneous and immediately preceding fuel 
pulse counter values is derived and compared with the 
acceleration reference value Pare?. If the difference APn 
is less than the acceleration reference values Paref then 
the difference AP is compared with the deceleration 
reference value Pde, at a step 1140. 

If the difference AP is greater than or equal to the 
acceleration reference value Parefor less than or equal 
to the deceleration reference value Pdref, then, control 
passes to a step 1148 to output the control signal order 
ing HARD suspension characteristics. After hardening 
the suspension, a timer 164 is set to the given value TP, 
at a step 1150. On the other hand, if the difference AP 
is greater than the deceleration reference value Pdef 
when compared at the step 1140, the timer value is 
checked to see if the timer value is zero which repre 
sents expiration of the set time TP, at a step 1142. If the 
timer value of the timer 164 is not zero, then the timer 
value is decremented by one, at a step 1144. On the 
other hand, when the value of the timer 164 is zero 
when checked at the step 1142, then, the control signal 
ordering the SOFT suspension characteristics mode is 
output, at a step 1146. 
As will be appreciated herefrom, by lowering the 

sensitivity to pitch on rough roads, mis-detection of 
possible acceleration and deceleration due to unneces 
sary vibration or operation of the accelerator pedal can 
be successfully avoided. 
The effect of the preferred embodiment of the sus 

pension control system with the road condition depen 
dent variable sensing ability will be clearly seen from 
FIG. 8. In FIG. 8, a rough road surface is detected 
during the period of time from ti to t. During this ti-t 
period, the sensitivity to vehicular roll and vehicular 
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pitch are lowered as set forth above. As a result. steer 
ing angular displacements exceeding the vehicular roll 
criterion during the periods T1 and T4 are ignored. 
Similarly, fuel pulse width increase at a rate greater 
than the vehicular pitch criterion during the period T2 
is also ignored. 
On the other hand, relatively large steering angle 

displacements occuring during the period T3 can trigger 
hardening of the suspension characteristics. In addition, 
after leaving the rough road, i.e. after the time t2, the 
sensitivity is returned to the normal level. Therefore, 
fuel pulse width variations in the period Ts at rates 
essentially equal to or slightly less than those occurring 
in the period T2 would trigger hardening of the suspen 
sion characteristics. 

This suspension control behaviour compares favor 
ably with that of previously proposed suspension con 
trol systems, in which the suspension characteristics 
would change over to hardened characteristics in all of 
the periods T1, T2, T3, T4 and T5. As apparent here 
from, by lowering the sensitivity, unnecessary harden 
ing of the suspension can be avoided. This has the sub 
sidiary benefit of limiting operation of the actuator used 
to adjust the suspension characteristics and thus ex 
pands the lifetime of the actuator. 

FIGS. 9 to 12 show a modified form of the variable 
damping-characteristic shock absorber of FIG. 4. In 
this modification, the shock absorber 36 can be operated 
in any of three modes, namely HARD mode, SOFT 
mode and MEDIUM mode, in the last of which damp 
ing characteristics intermediate to those of HARD 
mode and SOFT mode are achieved. 
The hydraulic shock absorber 36 has coaxial inner 

and outer cylinders 302 and 304. Top and bottom ends 
of the cylinders 302 and 304 are plugged with fittings 
306 and 303. The fitting 306 includes a seal 307 which 
establishes a liquid-tight seal. A piston rod 308 extends 
through an opening 12 formed in the fitting and is rig 
idly connected to a vehicle body (not shown) at its top 
end. The piston rod 308 is, in turn, connected to a piston 
314 reciprocally housed within the inner cylinder 302 
and defining upper and lower fluid chambers 316 and 
38 therein. 
The piston 314 was fluid passages 320 and 322 con 

necting the upper and lower fluid chambers 316 and 
318. The piston 314 also has annular grooves 324 and 
326 along its upper and lower surfaces concentric about 
its axis. The upper end of the fluid passage 320 opens 
into the groove 324. On the other hand, the lower end 
of the fluid passage 322 opens into the groove 326. 
Upper and lower check valves 328 and 330 are provided 
opposite the grooves 324 and 326 respectively to close 
the grooves when in their closed positions. The lower 
end of the fluid passage 320 opens onto the lower sur 
face of the piston at a point outside of the check valve 
320. Likewise, the upper end of the fluid passage 322 
opens onto the upper surface of the piston at a point 
outside of the check valve 328. 

Therefore, the fluid passage 522 is active during the 
piston expansion stroke, i.e. during rebound of the 
shock absorber. At this time, the check valve 328 pre 
vents fluid flow through the fluid passage 320. On the 
other hand, during the piston compression stroke, i.e. 
during bounding movement of the suspension, the fluid 
passage 320 is active, allowing fluid flow from the 
lower fluid chamber 318 to the upper fluid chamber 316 
and the fluid passage 322 is blocked by the check valve 
330, 
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The piston rod 308 has a hollow cylindrical shape so 

that a damping force adjusting mechanism, which will 
be referred to generally by the reference numeral "400" 
hereafter, can be housed therein. The damping force 
adjusting mechanism 400 includes a valve mechanism 
402 for adjusting the cross-sectional area through which 
the working fluid can flow between the upper and 
lower chambers. In the preferred embodiment, the 
valve mechanism 402 allows three steps of variation of 
the damping force, i.e., HARD mode, MEDIUM mode 
and SOFT mode, the narrowest cross-sectional area 
representing the HARD mode, the widest the SOFT 
mode and intermediate the MEDIUM mode. Although 
the preferred embodiment of the invention will be de 
scribed hereafter in terms of a three-way, adjustable 
damping-force shock absorber, the number of adjust 
able positions of the shock absorber may be increased or 
decreased as desired and is not limited to this example. 
As shown in FIG. 10, the piston rod 308 defines an 

axial through opening 404 with the lower end opening 
into the lower fluid chamber 318. A fitting 408 seals the 
lower end of the opening 404 of the piston rod and has 
an axial through opening 410, the axis of which is paral 
lel to the axis of the through opening 404 of the piston 
rod. Thus, the through openings 404 and 410 constitute 
a fluid path 412 extending through the piston rod. The 
piston rod 308 also has one or more radial Orifices or 
openings 414 opening into the upper fluid Chamber 316. 
Thus, the upper and lower fluid chambers 316 and 318 
are in communication through the fluid path 412 and 
the radial orifices 414. 
A stationary valve member 416 with a flaring upper 

end 418 is inserted into the through opening 404 of the 
piston rod. The outer periphery of the flaring end 418 of 
the stationary valve member 416 is in sealing contact 
with the internal periphery of the through opening. The 
stationary valve member 416 has a portion 420 with a 
smaller diameter than that of the upper end 418 and so 
as to define an annular chamber 422 in conjunction with 
the inner periphery of the through opening 404 of the 
piston rod. The stationary valve member 416 has two 
sets of radially extending orifices 424 and 426 and an 
internal space 428. The radially extending orifices 424 
and 426 establish communication between the internal 
space 428 and the annular chamber 422. A movable or 
rotary valve member 430 is disposed within the internal 
space 428 of the stationary valve member 416. The 
outer periphery of the rotary valve member 430 slid 
ingly and sealingly contacts the inner surface of the 
stationary valve member 416 to establish a liquid-tight 
seal therebetween. Radially extending orifices 432 and 
34 are defined in the rotary Valve member 430 at posi 
tions opposite the orifices 424 and 426 of the stationary 
valve member 416. 
As shown in FIGS. 11(A) and 11(B), the orifices 424 

and 426 respectively include first, second and third 
orifices 424a, 424b, 424c, and 426a, 426b and 426c. The 
first orifices 424a and 426a have the narrowest cross 
sections and the orifices 432 and 434 are adapted to be 
in alignment with the first orifices to establish fluid 
communication between the upper and lower fluid 
chambers 316 and 318 in the case of the HARD mode. 
The third orifices 424c and 426c have the widest cross 
sections and the orifices 432 and 434 are adapted to be 
in alignment with the third orifices in the case of the 
SOFT mode. The cross-sections of the second orifices 
424b and 426c are intermediate those of the first and 
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third orifices and the orifices 432 and 424 are adapted to 
align therewith in the case of the MEDIUM mode. 
A check valve 436 is built into the rotary valve men 

ber 430. The check valve 436 is normally biased 
towards a valve seat 458 by means of a bias spring 44c 
so as to allow one-way fluid flow from the lower fluid 
chamber to the upper fluid chamber. This causes the 
bound damping force to be somewhat weaker than the 
rebound damping force. 
The rotary valve member 430 is associated with an 

electrically operable actuator such as an electrical step 
motor 442 through a differential gear unit 444 and an 
output shaft 446 as shown in FIG. 12. A potentiometer 
448 is associated with the output shaft 446. The potenti 
ometer 448 includes a movable contact 450 with contac 
tors 450a, 450b and 450c. The contactors 450a, 450b and 
450c are adapted to slidingly contact stationary contact 
elements 452a, 452b and 452c of a stationary contact 
452. According to the electrical connections between 
the movable contact and the stationary contact, the 
potentiometer 448 produces a mode signal representa 
tive of the rotary valve position and thus indicative of 
the selected mode of the damping force adjusting mech 
anism. The step motor 442 is electrically connected to 
the controller 100 to receive the control signal as a 
mode selector signal which drives the motor 442 
through an angle corresponding to the rotary valve 
movement to the corresponding valve position. In this 
case, the potentiometer will return the mode signal as a 
feedback signal to indicate the instantaneous valve posi 
tion. 

It should be appreciated that the controller 100 may 
be operated either in automatic mode or in manual 
mode. 
Returning to FIG. 9, the shock absorber has a fluid 

reservoir chamber 332 between its inner and outer cyl 
inders 302 and 304, which fluid reservoir chamber 332 is 
in communication with the lower fluid chamber 318 via 
the bottom fitting 305 described previously. The bottom 
fitting 305 may serve to produce damping force in coop 
eration with the piston and the damping force adjusting 
mechanism during bounding and rebounding motion of 
the vehicle. A relatively low pressure pneumatic cham 
ber 336 is also defined between the inner and outer 
cylinders 302 and 304. 
The operation of the damping force adjusting mecha 

nism 400 will be briefly described herebelow with refer 
ence to FIG. 12. FIGS. 12(A) and 12(B) show the case 
of the HARD mode. In this case, the orifice 432 of the 
rotary valve 430 is in alignment with the orifices 424a 
and the orifice 434 is in alignment with the orifice 426a. 
During vehicle rebounding motion, i.e., in the piston 
compression stroke, the fluid flows from the upper fluid 
chamber 316 to the lower fluid chamber 318though the 
orifice 426a. On the other hand, during vehicle bound 
ing motion, the fluid flows from the lower fluid cham 
ber 318 to the upper fluid chamber 316 through orifices 
424a and 426a. Since the first orifices 424a and 426a are 
the narrowest, the damping force produced in this mode 
is the highest among the three selectable modes. 
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the damping force created in this SOFT mode is the 
lowest. 
According to the shown embodiment, the electric 

step motor 442 is connected to the controller 100 
through the driver circuit 102. Similarly to the case of 
the two-way shock absorber, the controller 100 selects 
any appropriate damping force state in accordance with 
detected road surface conditions but in this case pro 
duces a three-way control signal for actuating the shock 
absorber to one of the SOFT, MEDIUM and HARD 
modes. The driver circuit 102 is responsive to the con 
trol signal to drive the step motor 442 to operate the 
rotary valve member 430 to the corresponding valve position. 
As an alternative in the modification set forth above. 

only SOFT and MEDIUM modes may be used for 
roll-suppressive suspension control and pitching sup 
pressive suspension control with road-condition 
dependent variable control characteristics, e.g. variable 
sensing ability of change of vehicle driving condition 
across HARD/SOFT criteria. Therefore, when the 
HARD mode is selected in the foregoing first embodi 
ment set forth above the controller 100 actuates the 
shock absorber to MEDIUM mode. 

It should be noted that if different damping forces in 
the piston expansion stroke and in the compression 
stroke are preferred, the cross-sectional diameters of the 
orifices 424a, 424b, 424c may differ from those of the 
orifices 426a, 426b, and 426c. Alternatively, if an even 
greater damping force in the expansion stroke in 
HARD mode is desired, the orifice 424a can be omitted 
to create a greater flow restriction in the piston expan 
sion stroke. 
Though the foregoing embodiment is directed to 

control the suspension characteristics by adjusting 
damping characteristics of the shock absorber, suspen 
sion characteristics can be controlled by other ways, for 
example by adjusting resiliency of the roll stabilizer or 
suspension spring. The followings are examples of the 
variable resilient characteristics roll stabilizer and the 
suspension spring. 

FIGS. 13 to 15 show the structure of a roll stabilizer 
530 to be controller by the first or second embodiment 
of the suspension control system as set forth above. The 
roll stabilizer 530 comprises a transverse bar section 532 
and a pair of parallel bar sections 534 and 536. The 
transverse bar section 532 extends essentially perpendic 
ular to the vehicle axis and has a circular cross-section. 
The transverse bar section 532 is connected to hollow 
cylindrical bearing sections 538 and 540 at both ends. 
The parallel bar sections 534 and 536 have end segments 
542 and 544 of circular cross-section adapted to rotat 
ably engage the bearings 538 and 540 of the transverse 
bar section 532. The parallel bar sections 534 and 536 
also have rectangular cross-section major sections 546 
and 548, each of which has one end 550 and 552 con 
nected to a suspension arm 551 through a connecting 
rod 553 which allows free rotation of the associated bar 
534 or 536. 
The cylindrical cross-section end segments 542 and 

544 of the parallel bar sections 534 and 536 extend be 
yond the ends of the bearing portion 538 and 540. Link 
plates 554 and 556 are rigidly fitted onto the protruding 
ends of the parallel bar sections 534 and 536. The link 
plates 534 and 536 are rotatable about the bearing sec 
tions 538 and 540 together with the parallel bar sections 
534 and 536. The link plates are connected to each other 
through a linkage 558. In addition, the link plate 554 is 
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associated with an actuator 560 through an actuation 
rod 562 engaging an elongated opening 564 of the link 
plate 554. The actuator 560 may comprise an electro 
magnetically operative solenoid. The actuator is 
adapted to be energized by a control signal fed from a 
controller 100 to rotate the link plate 554 along with the 
parallel bar section 534 through 90 from the shown 
neutral position. When the actuator 560 is energized, 
the link plate 556 is also rotated according to rotation of 
the link plate 554 to pivot the parallel bar 564 through 
90' within the bearing section 540. 
As shown in FIG. 15, at the neutral position, the 

parallel bar sections 534 and 536 lie with their wider 
sides 534w (536w) horizontal. In this position, since the 
resistance of the parallel bar sections 534 and 536 to the 
vertical bending moment applied when the vehicle 
wheel bounds or rebounds is relatively small, the tor 
sion on the transverse bar section 532 of the stabilizer 
530 is small. When the actuator 560 is energized, the 
parallel bar sections 534 and 536 are rotated to lie with 
their shorter sides 534s (536s) horizontal, as shown in 
phantom line in FIG. 12. In this position. the bending 
stress on the parallel bar sections 534 and 536 is in 
creased, i.e., the torsion on the transverse bar section 
532 of the stabilizer is increase. 

In this embodiment, the roll-stabilizer is normally 
arranged so that the wider sides 534W and 536W of the 
parallel bar sections 534 and 536 lie horizontal. As set 
forth above, since the resistance of the parallel bar sec 
tions 534 and 536 to bounding and rebounding of the 
vehicle wheel is relatively weak in this position, the 
stiffness of the suspension remains low to provide good 
riding comfort. This roll-stabilizer 530 is held in this 
position as long as the road surface condition indicative 
signal value remains less than the threshold value which 
is also derived in accordance with the vehicle speed. 
When the intensity of vehicular rolling due to steer 

ing operation or intensity of vehicular pitching due to 
acceleration and deceleration of the engine speed, ex 
ceeds the threshold value. the actuator 560 is energized 
to rotate the parallel bar sections 534 and 536 through 
90 to align the shorter sides 534S and 536S horizon 
tally. As a result, a greater resistance is exerted against 
bounding and rebounding of the vehicle wheel to suc 
cessfully suppress rolling motion of the vehicle body. 

Therefore, controlling the stiffness of the roll-stabil 
izer set forth above can also achieve roll-suppressive 
and/or pitching-suppressive suspension control compa 
rable to that of the first embodiment. 
FIG, 16 shows another arrangement of the automo 

tive suspension system to which the control system 
according to the present invention is applicable. In the 
shown system, an expandable and contractable pneu 
matic chamber 600 is formed above the shock absorber 
14. The pneumatic chamber 600 is connected to a pres 
surized pneumatic fluid source 602. The fluid source 
602 comprises a compressor 604 for pressurizing a fluid 
such as air, a reservoir tank 606 connected to the com 
pressor 604 through an induction valve 608, and a pres 
sure control valve 610. The pressure control valve 610 
connected to the driver circuit 16 to be controlled 
thereby. In the induction mode, the fluid reservoir 606 
is connected to the compressor 604 to receive the pres 
surized fluid. On the other hand, the fluid reservoir 606 
is open to atmosphere to decrease the fluid pressure in 
the ventilation mode of the induction valve. 
The pressure control valve 610 is co-operative with 

the induction valve 608 to adjust the fluid pressure in 
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the pneumatic chamber 600 in accordance with vehicle 
driving conditions. 
According to the shown embodiment, the driver 

circuit 16 may be connected to the control system of 
any of the first embodiment so that it is activated in 
response to road roughness. When energized by the 
driver circuit, the pressure control valve 610 closes to 
block pneumatic fluid communication between the 
pneumatic chamber 600 and the fluid reservoir 606. As 
a result, the effective volume of the pneumatic chamber 
600 corresponds to that of the pneumatic chamber. 
Since the damping characteristics due to the pneumatic 
pressure in the pneumatic chamber is related to the 
effective volume of the pneumatic chamber and a 
smaller volume is achieved by blocking fluid communi 
cation between the pneumatic chamber and the fluid 
reservoir, the pneumatic chamber becomes relatively 
rigid in this case, providing a larger damping force in 
response to the rough road which causes relatively 
low-frequency of vibration on the vehicle body as de 
tected by the manner as set out with respect to the first 
embodiment. 
On the other hand, in the normal valve position, the 

pressure control valve 610 opens to establish fluid com 
munication between the pneumatic chamber and the 
fluid reservoir. As a result, the effective volume be 
comes equal to the sum of the volumes of the pneumatic 
chamber and the fluid reservoir. By providing a larger 
effective volume, damping characteristics of the pneu 
matic chamber are weakened. 
The above-mentioned suspension system structure of 

FIG. 15 has been disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 4,349,077 to 
Sekiguchi et al and U.S. Pat. No. 4,327,936 to Sekigu 
chi. In addition, a similar system has been disclosed in 
the co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 573,504, 
filed on Jan. 24, 1984, which corresponds to the co 
pending European Patent Application No. 84.100729.7, 
filed on Jan. 24, 1984. The contents of the above-identi 
fied U.S. Patents and the co-pending applications are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 

Roll-suppressive and/or pitch-suppressive suspension 
control with variable control characteristics related to 
road surface conditions as set forth above, can also be 
achieved with this suspension system. When the inten 
sity of vehicular rolling or pitching calls for harder 
suspension, the pressure control valve 610 is closed to 
block fluid communication between the pneumatic 
chamber 600 and the reservoir in order to increase the 
stiffness of the strut assembly and so produce a greater 
damping force with which to suppress vibration of the 
vehicle body. On the other hand, under relatively 
smooth road surface conditions, the pressure control 
valve 610 remains open, allowing fluid communication 
between the pneumatic chamber and the reservoir 
chamber. As a result, sufficiently soft shock-absorbing 
characteristics can be provided to ensure good riding 
comfort. 
As set forth above, according to the present inven 

tion, the vehicular suspension system can provide both 
riding comfort and good drivability by controlling the 
hardness of the suspension depending upon the road 
surface conditions. Furthermore, as set forth above, 
providing control characteristics that vary with the 
road surface condition reliably prevents unnecessary 
operation of the suspension system under the harder 
suspension characteristics due to mis-detection which 
may otherwise be caused by relatively strong kick-back 
from the road wheel due to the roughness of the road or 
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by unnecessary or unexpected accelerator pedal opera 
tion due to relatively severe vehicular body vibrations. 
Although the shown embodiments employ a kind of 

potentiometer for monitoring relative displacement 
between the vehicle body and the road wheel, any kind 5 
or type of sensor suitable for monitoring road surface 
roughness may be employed in the shown embodiments 
of the suspension control system. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An automotive suspension control system compris 

1ng: 
a suspension system suspending road wheels from a 

vehicle body and having suspension characteristics 
variable between a first harder suspension charac 
teristics mode and a second softer suspension char 
acteristics mode; 

an actuator selectively operating said suspension sys 
tem in a selected one of said first harder suspension 
characteristics mode and said second softer suspen 
sion characteristics mode; 

a first sensor monitoring a preselected first suspension 
control parameter indicative of vehicle attitude and 
producing a first sensor signal, said suspension 
control parameter being selected from vehicular 
driving parameters causing vehicular attitude 
change; 

a second sensor monitoring the roughness of the road 
surface and producing a second sensor signal indic 
ative of the road surface condition; and 

a controller deriving a control signal for operating 
said actuator to operate said suspension system in 
the selected one of said first harder suspension 
characteristics mode and said second softer suspen 
sion characteristics mode depending on said first 
sensor signal value and predetermined control 
characteristics which define a schedule of suspen 
sion characteristics mode selection in relation to 
said preselected suspension control parameter, said 
controller having a plurality of said predetermined 40 
control characteristics and selecting one of said 
control characteristics according to the value of 
said second sensor signal. 

2. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 1, wherein said controller compares said 
first sensor signal value with a given threshold value 
and produces a control signal ordering said actuator to 
operate said suspension system in said first harder sus 
pension characteristics mode when said first sensor 
signal value is greater than said threshold value. 

3. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim wherein said threshold value is variable 
between first and second threshold values depending 
upon said second sensor signal value. 

4. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim3, wherein said first threshold value is less 
than said second threshold value, and said controller 
selects said second threshold value when said second 
sensor signal value exceeds a predetermined reference 
value which represents a smooth/rough road condition 
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criterion. 
5. An automotive suspension control system as set 

forth in claim 4, wherein said first sensor monitors vehi 
cle attitude leading to vehicular roll and produces a first 
sensor signal having a value representative of vehicular 
roll intensity. 

6. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 5, wherein said first sensor comprises a 

65 
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steering angle sensor producing a first sensor signal 
representative of steering column angular displacement. 

7. A method as set forth in claim 5, wherein, in the 
step of monitoring the vehicle attitude, a steering angle 
displacment is monitored for producing a first signal 
representative of steering column angular displacement. 

8. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 4, wherein said first sensor monitors vehi 
cle attitude leading to vehicular pitch and produces a 
first sensor signal having a value representative of ve 
hicular pitch intensity. 

9. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 8 wherein said first sensor monitors a 
parameter influencing engine revolution speed and pro 
duce an engine speed indicative first sensor signal. 

10. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 9, wherein said first sensor monitors a fuel 
supply pulse having a pulse width representative of the 
load on the engine. and said controller detects engine 
acceleration and deceleration based on variations in said 
fuel supply pulse width. 

11. A method as set forth in claim 4, wherein, in the 
step of monitoring vehicle attitude it is monitored the 
vehicular steering operation to detect the vehicle atti 
tude leading to vehicular pitch and produces a first 
signal having a value representative of vehicular pitch 
intensity. 

12. A method as set forth in claim 11, wherein said 
vehicle driving behaviour monitoring step is performed 
to monitor a parameter influencing engine revolution 
speed and produce an engine speed indicative first sen 
sor signal. 

13. A method as set forth in claim 12, wherein in the 
step of monitoring the vehicle attitude, a fuel supply 
pulse having a pulse width representative of the road on 
the engine is monitored for detecting engine accelera 
tion and deceleration based on variations in said fuel 
supply pulse width. 

14. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 3, wherein said first sensor monitors fuel 
supply pulse having a pulse width representative of the 
load on the engine, and said controller detects engine 
acceleration and deceleration based on variations in said 
fuel supply pulse width and switches said threshold 
value from a normal value to an increased value when 
the intensity of engine acceleration and deceleration is 
greater than a predetermined vehicle pitch reference 
value. 

15. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 14, which further comprises means for 
detecting power transmission gear position and said 
controller adjusts said threshold value according to the 
transmission gear position. 

16. An automotive suspension control system com 
prising: 

a suspension system suspending road wheels from a 
vehicle body and having suspension characteristics 
variable between a first harder suspension charac 
teristics mode and a second softer suspension char 
acteristics mode; 

an actuator selectively operating said suspension sys 
tem in a selected one of said first harder suspension 
characteristics mode and said second softer suspen 
sion characteristics mode; 

a first sensor means for monitoring a vehicle driving 
operation leading to changes in vehicle attitude and 
producing a first sensor signal having a value repre 
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sentative of the magnitude of change in vehicle 
attitude; 

a second sensor means for monitoring the roughness 
of the road surface and producing a second sensor 
signal indicative of the road surface condition; and 5 

a controller deriving a control signal ordering said 
actuator to operate said suspension system in the 
selected one of said first and second suspension 
characteristics modes depending on said first sen 
sor signal value and predetermined control charac- 10 
teristics which defines a schedule of varying the 
suspension characteristics of said suspension sys 
tem in relation to vehicle attitude change repre 
sented by said first sensor signal value, in such a 
manner that said suspension system normally oper- 15 
ates in said second softer suspension characteristics 
mode and operates in said first harder suspension 
characteristics more in response to vehicle attitude 
changes exceeding a predetermined magnitude, 
said controller selecting one of a plurality of con- 20 
trol characteristics according to the value of said 
second sensor signal. 

17. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 16, wherein said controller Compares said 
first sensor signal vale with a given threshold value and 25 
produces a control signal ordering said actuator to op 
erate said suspension system in said first harder suspen 
sion characteristics mode when said first sensor signal 
value is greater than said threshold value. 

18. An automotive suspension control system as set 30 
forth in claim 17, wherein said threshold value is vari 
able between first and second threshold values depend 
ing upon said second sensor signal value. 

19. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 18, wherein said threshold value is vari- 35 
able between a first and a second threshold values, said 
first threshold value being less than said second thresh 
old value, and said controller selects said second thresh 
old value when said second sensor signal value exceeds 
a predetermined reference value which represents a 40 
smooth/rough road condition criterion. 

20. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 19, wherein said first sensor comprises a 
steering angle sensor producing a first sensor signal 
representative of steering column angular displacement. 45 

21. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 19, wherein said first sensor monitors 
vehicle attitude leading to vehicular pitch and produces 
a first sensor signal having a value representative of 
vehicular pitch intensity. 50 

22. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 21, wherein said first sensor monitors a 
parameter influencing engine revolution speed and pro 
duce an engine speed indicative first sensor signal. 

23. An automotive suspension control system as set 55 
forth in claim 22, wherein said first sensor monitors a 
fuel supply pulse having a pulse width representative of 
the load on the engine, and said controller detects en 
gine acceleration and deceleration based on variations 
in said fuel supply pulse width. 60 

24. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 21, wherein said first sensor monitors fuel 
supply pulse having a pulse width representative of the 
load on the engine, and said controller detects engine 
acceleration and deceleration based on variations in said 65 
fuel supply pulse width and switches said threshold 
value from a normal value to an increased value when 
the intensity of engine acceleration and deceleration is 
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greater than a predetermined vehicle pitch reference 
value. 

25. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 24, which further comprises means for 
detecting power transmission gear position, and said 
controller adjusts said threshold value according to the 
transmission gear position. 

26. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 16, wherein said second sensor comprises 
a potentiometer monitoring relative displacement be 
tween the vehicle body and the road wheel and produc 
ing said second sensor signal indicative of the displace 
ment between said vehicle body and said road wheel. 

27. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 16, wherein said second sensor comprises 
an ultra-sonic sensor mounted on the vehicle body 
which transmits ultra-sonic waves toward the road 
surface. receives the ultra-sonic waves reflected by the 
road surface and determines the distance to the road 
surface by measuring the elapsed time between trans 
mission of the ultra-sonic waves and reception of the 
reflected ultra-sonic waves. 

28. An automotive suspension control system as set 
forth in claim 16 wherein said suspension system in 
cludes a variable damping force shock absorber with 
variable damping characteristics capable of producing a 
greater damping force in said first harder suspension 
characteristics of said suspension system and a smaller 
damping force in said second softer suspension charac 
tertistics of said suspension system. 

29. In an automotive suspension control system in 
cluding a suspension system suspending road wheels 
from a vehicle body and having suspension characteris 
tics variable between a first harder suspension charac 
teristics mode and a second softer suspension character 
istics mode, and an actuator associated with said suspen 
sion system for operating said suspension system in a 
selected one of said first harder suspension characteris 
tics mode and said second softer suspension characteris 
tics mode, 

a method for controlling the suspension characteris 
tics comprising the steps of: 

monitoring a preselected first suspension control pa 
rameter indicative of vehicle attitude and produc 
ing a first signal; 

monitoring roughness of the road surface and pro 
ducing a second signal indicative of the road sur 
face condition, and 

deriving a control signal for operating said actuator 
to operate said suspension system in the selected 
one of said first harder suspension characteristics 
mode and said second softer suspension character 
istics mode depending on said first signal value and 
according to predetermined control characteristics 
which define criterion of said first sensor signal 
value for switching suspension characteristics of 
said suspension system between said first harder 
characteristics mode position and said second 
softer characteristics mode, said control character 
istics being selected among a plurality of predeter 
mined control characteristics according to the 
value of said second sensor signal. 

30. A method as set forth in claim 29, wherein said 
derivation of said control signal includes a step of com 
prising said first signal value with a given threshold 
value and produces a control signal ordering said actua 
torto operate said suspension system in said first harder 
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suspension characteristics mode when said first signal 
value is greater than said threshold value. 

31. An method as set forth in claim 30, wherein said 
threshold value is variable between first and second 
threshold values depending upon said second signal 
value. 

32. A method as set forth in claim 31, wherein said 
first threshold value is less than said second threshold 
value, and said controller selects said second threshold 
value when said second signal value exceeds a predeter 
mined reference value which represents a smooth 
/rough road condition criterion. 

33. A method as set forth in claim 32, wherein, in said 
step of monitoring vehicle attitude is monitored a vehi 
cle driving behaviour leading to vehicular roll and pro 
duces a first sensor signal having a value representative 
of vehicular roll intensity. 

34. A method as set forth in claim 31, in the step of 
monitoring vehicle attitude fuel supply pulse having a 
pulse width representative of the load on the engine is 
monitored for detecting engine acceleration and decel 
eration based on variations in said fuel supply pulse 
width, and in the step of deriving said control signal, 
said threshold value is switched from a normal value to 
an increased value when the magnitude of engine accel 
eration and deceleration is greater than a predetermined 
vehicle pitch reference value. 

35. A method as set forth in claim 34, which further 
comprises the step of detecting power transmission gear 
position, and said controller adjusts said threshold value 
according to the transmission gear position. 

36. An anti-rolling automotive suspension control 
system comprising: 
a suspension system suspending road wheels from a 

vehicle body and having suspension characteristics 
variable between a first harder suspension charac 
teristics mode and a second softer suspension char 
acteristics mode; 

an actuator selectively operating said suspension sys 
tem in a selected one of said first harder suspension 
characteristics mode and said second softer suspen 
sion characteristics mode; 

a first sensor monitoring a vehicular rolling magni 
tude representing parameter and producing a first 
sensor signal indicative thereof; 

a second sensor monitoring roughness of the road 
surface and producing a second sensor signal indic 
ative of the road surface condition; and 

a controller normally deriving a control signal for 
operating said actuator to operate said suspension 
system in said second softer suspension characteris 
tics mode and responsive to said first sensor signal 
value greater than a threshold value representative 
of a harder suspension criterion for deriving said 
control signal to operate said suspension system in 
said first harder suspension characteristics mode, 
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said controller varying said threshold value ac 
cording to said second sensor signal value. 

37. An anti-pitching automotive suspension control 
system comprising: 

a suspension system suspending road wheels from a 
vehicle body and having suspension characteristics 
variable between a first harder suspension charac 
teristics mode and a second softer suspension char 
acteristics mode; 

an actuator selectively operating said suspension sys 
tem in a selected one of said first harder suspension 
characteristics mode and said second softer suspen 
sion characteristics mode; 

a first sensor monitoring a vehicular pitching magni 
tude representing parameter and producing a first 
sensor signal indicative thereof; 

a second sensor monitoring roughness of the road 
surface and producing a second sensor signal indic 
ative of the road surface condition; and 

a controller normally deriving a control signal for 
operating said actuator to operate said suspension 
system in said second softer suspension characteris 
tics mode and responsive to said first sensor signal 
value being greater than a threshold value repre 
sentative of a harder suspension criterion for deriv 
ing said control signal to operate said suspension 
system in said first harder suspension characteris 
tics mode, said controller varying said threshold 
value according to said second sensor signal value. 

38. An anti-bouncing automotive suspension control 
system comprising: 
a suspension system suspending road wheels from a 

vehicle body and having suspension characteristics 
variable between a first harder suspension charac 
teristics mode and a second softer suspension char 
acteristics mode; 

an actuator selectively operating said suspension sys 
tem in a selected one of said first harder suspension 
characteristics mode position and said second 
softer suspension characteristics mode position; 

a first sensor monitoring a vehicular bouncing magni 
tude representing parameter and producing a first 
sensor signal indicative thereof; 

a second sensor monitoring roughness of the road 
surface and producing a second sensor signal indic 
ative of the road surface condition; and 

a controller normally deriving a control signal for 
operating said actuator to operate said suspension 
system in said second softer suspension characteris 
tics mode and responsive to said first sensor signal 
value being greater than a threshold value repre 
sentative of a harder suspension criterion for deriv 
ing said control signal to operate said suspension 
system in said first harder suspension characteris 
tics mode, said controller varying said threshold 
value according to said second sensor signal value. 

2x 
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