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active complex which mediates an intracellular event (as activation of
adenylate cyclase)
1GPS \,jé-(,)pé-'es\ n [Global Positioning System] (1975) : a navigational
system using satellite signals to fix the location of a radio receiver on or
above the earth’s surface; also : the radio receiver so used
2GPS abbr gallons per second
Q abbr general quarters
rabbr 1 grade 2 grain 3 gram 4 gravity 5 gross
r abbr Greece; Greek
graaf-ian follicle \,gra-fé-on-, ,gra-\ n, often cap G [Regnier de Graaf
11673 Du. anatomist] (1883) : a mature liquid-filled cavity in a mam-
malian ovary that ruptures during ovulation to release an egg
1grab \'grab\ vb grabbed; grab-bing [obs. D or LG grabben] vt (ca.
1581) 1 : to take or seize by or as if by a sudden motion or grasp {~
up an ax) {grabbed the opportunity) {~ attention) 2 : to obtain un-
scrupulously (~ public lands) 3 : to take hastily {(~ a bite to eat)
{~ acab) 4 a: to seize the attention of (the technique of grabbing
an audience —Pauline Kael) b : to impress favorably and deeply ~
vi : to make a grab Syn see TAKE — grab-ber n
2grab adj (1608) 1 : intended to be grabbed <{a ~ rail) 2 : taken at
random {~ samples of rocks)
3grab » (1777) 1 a : something grabbed b : a sudden snatch ¢ : an
unlawful or unscrupulous seizure 2 chiefly Brit a : a device for
clutching an object b : CLAMSHELL 2a — up for grabs : available
for anyone to take, win, or settle
grab bag » (1855) 1 : a receptacle (as a bag) containing small articles
which are to be drawn (as at a party or fair) without being seen 2:a
miscellaneous collection : POTPOURRI
grab-ble \'gra-bal\ vi grab-bled; grab-bling \-b(a-)lin\ [D grabbelen,
fr. MD, freq. of grabben] (ca. 1580) 1 : to search with the hand
! GROPE 2: to lie or fall prone : SPRAWL — grab-bler \-b(a-)lor\ n
grab-by \'gra-bé\ adj grab-bi-er; -est (1910) 1 : tending to grab
: GRASPING, GREEDY {~ hands) {taught the children not to be ~) 2
: having the power to grab the attention {~ ads)
gra-ben \'gra-bon\ » [G, ditch, fr. OHG grabo, fr. graban to dig — more
at GRAVE] (1896) : a depressed segment of the crust of the earth or a ce-
lestial body (as the moon) bounded on at least two sides by faults
grace \'gras\ n [ME, fr. AF, fr. L gratia favor, charm, thanks, fr. gratus
pleasing, grateful; akin to Skt grnati he praises] (12¢) 1 a : unmerited
divine assistance given humans for their regeneration or sanctification
b : a virtue coming from God ¢ : a state of sanctification enjoyed
through divine grace 2 a : APPROVAL, FAVOR {stayed in his good ~s>
b archaic : MERCY, PARDON C : a special favor : PRIVILEGE {each in
his place, by right, not ~, shall rule his heritage —Rudyard Kipling)
d : disposition to or an act or instance of kindness, courtesy, or clem-
ency € :atemporary exemption : REPRIEVE 3 a : a charming or at-
tractive trait or characteristic b : a pleasing appearance or effect
: CHARM <all the ~ of youth —John Buchan) c : ease and suppleness
of movement or bearing 4 — used as a title of address or reference
for a duke, a duchess, or an archbishop 5 : a short prayer at a meal
asking a blessing or giving thanks 6 pl, cap : three sister goddesses in
Greek mythology who are the givers of charm and beauty 7 : a musi-
cal trill, turn, or appoggiatura 8 a : sense of propriety or right <had
the ~ not to run for elective office —Calvin Trillin) b : the quality or
state of being considerate or thoughtful synsee MERCY
grace vt graced; grac-ing (1585) 1 : to confer dignity or honor on
2 : ADORN, EMBELLISH {graveled walks graced with statues —J. A.
Michener)
grace-ful \'gras-fol\ adj (1557) : displaying grace in form or action
: pleasing or attractive in line, proportion, or movement — grace-ful-
ly \-fo-1é\ adv — grace-ful-ness n
grace-less \'gras-las\ adj (14c) 1 : lacking in divine grace : IMMORAL,
UNREGENERATE 2 a : lacking a sense of propriety {a ~ accusation)
b : devoid of attractive qualities 3 : artistically inept or unbeautiful
{~ dancing) — grace-less-ly adv — grace-less-ness n
grace note n (ca. 1823) : a musical note added as an ornament; esp
: APPOGGIATURA 2 : a small addition or embellishment
grace period n (1945) : a period of time beyond a due date during
which a financial obligation may be met without penalty or cancella-
tion
grac-ile \'gra-sal, -,si(-0)1\ adj [L gracilis] (1623) 1 : SLENDER, SLIGHT
2 : GRACEFUL 3 : of, relating to, resembling, or being a relatively
small slender australopithecine (genus Australopithecus) characterized
esp. by molars and incisors of similar size that are adapted to a diet in-
cluding both plant matter and animal flesh — compare ROBUST 5 —
grac-ile-ness n — gra-cil-i-ty \gra-'si-lo-té\ n
-gra-ci-0-so \,gri-sé-'0-(,)s6, -(,)z0\ n, pl -sos [Sp, fr. gracioso, adj.,
a(gireeable, amusing, fr. L gratiosus] (1749) : a buffoon in Spanish com-
edy
gra-cious \'gra-shos\ adj [ME, fr. AF gracieus, fr. L gratiosus enjoying
favor, agreeable, fr. gratial (14c) 1 aobs: GODLY b archaic : PLEAS-
ING, ACCEPTABLE 2 a : marked by kindness and courtesy {a ~ host)
b : GRACEFUL ¢ : marked by tact and delicacy : URBANE d : charac-
terized by charm, good taste, generosity of spirit, and the tasteful lei-
sure of wealth and good breeding {~ living) 3 : MERCIFUL, COMPAS-
SIONATE — used conventionally of royalty and high nobility — gra-
cious-ly adv — gra-cious-ness n
SYNn GRACIOUS, CORDIAL, AFFABLE, GENIAL, SOCIABLE mean marked-
ly pleasant and easy in social intercourse. GRACIOUS implies courtesy
and kindly consideration {the gracious award winner thanked her col-
leagues). CORDIAL stresses warmth and heartiness {our host was cor-
dial as he greeted us). AFFABLE implies easy approachability and
readiness to respond pleasantly to conversation or requests or propos-
als {though wealthy, she was affable to all). GENIAL stresses cheerful-
ness and even joviality {a genial companion with a ready quip). SO-
CIABLE suggests a genuine liking for the companionship of others {so-
ciable people who enjoy entertaining).
grack-le \'gra-kal\ n [NL Gracula, genus name, alter. of L graculus
jackdaw] (1772) 1 : any of a genus (Quiscalus of the family Icteridae)
of large American blackbirds having iridescent black plumage 2 : any
of various Asian starlings (as the hill mynahs)
grad \'grad\ » or adj [by shortening] (ca. 1871) : GRADUATE
2gl‘adl n [F grade degree, fr. L gradus] (1898) : one hundredth of a right
angle

3grad abbr graduated
gra-da-tion \gra-'da-shon, gro-\ 7 (1549) 1 a: a series form;
sive stages b : a step or place in an ordered scale 2 : an ang §)
regular degrees 3 : a gradual passing from one tint or shade Vance .

\-shnal, -sha-n’l\ adj — gra-da-tion-al-ly adv

1grade \'grad\ n [L gradus step, degree, fr. L gradi to step go:
Lith gridyti to go, wander] (1526) 1 a (1) : a position iyn 0; akiy
ranks or qualities (2) : a stage in a process b : a degree of 5 Scajg
illness {~ III carcinoma) ¢ : a class organized for the wol.ke“rityq
ticular year of a school course d : a military or naval rapy "fapa-
class of things of the same stage or degree b : a mark indicay; S 83
gree of accomplishment in school ¢ : a standard of food un;f‘ga:d
: the degree of inclination of a road or slope; also : a slopip, ity 9
: a datum or reference level; esp : ground level 4:a dOmestgi To :
with one parent purebred and the other of inferior breeding g anin,'
elementary school system — grade-less \-los\ adj ol

2grade vb grad-ed; grad-ing vz (1659) 1 a : to arrange i
: SORT b :to arrange in a scale or series C : to assign to a grad, !rah

&,

er 4 : the act or process of grading 5 : ABLAUT — gra'd? ?nw&.
s Iun‘,
]

sign a grade to 2 : to level off to a smooth horizontal or gjq:< OF
face ~vi_1a: toformaseries b:BLEND 2: 1o be of 5 oy
grade — grad-able \'gra-do-bal\ adj ”ICul.,

3grade adj (1852) : being, involving, or yielding domestic anima),
proved but not pure stock {(~ ewes) {~ breeding) S of i,
-grade adj comb form [F, fr. L -gradus, fr. gradi] : walking 4
grade) Dlag,
grade crossing n (ca. 1890) : a crossing of highways, railmadt
or pedestrian walks or combinations of these on the same leyg| Tacky
grade inflation n (1975) : a rise in the average grade assigned
dents; esp : the assigning of grades higher than previously aSSigno St
given levels of achievement ed fo
grade point » (1951) : one of the points assigned to each Course
(as in a college) in accordance with the letter grade earneq icr“ﬂ
course — called also quality point 1 th

grade point average n (1966) : the average obtained by dividgi
total number of grade points earned by the total number of creditgsth'
tempted — called also guality point average -

grad-er \'gra-dor\ » (1832) 1 : one that grades 2 : a machine for|
eling earth 3 : a pupil in a school grade <a fifth ~) o8

grade school 7 (1869) : ELEMENTARY SCHOOL — grade-schog)|
\'grad-skii-lor\ n "o

grade separation » (1935) : a highway or railroad crossin,
underpass or overpass

grade up vz (1903) : to improve by breeding females to purebred my

gra-di-ent \'gra-dé-ont\ n [L gradient-, gradiens, prp. of gradi] (1835 1
a: the rate of regular-or graded ascent or descent : INCLINATION b "
part sloping upward or downward 2 : change in the value of 3 qUan}l-
ty (as temperature, pressure, or concentration) with change in a given
variable and esp. per unit distance in a specified direction 3: the Veg
tor sum of the partial derivatives with respect to the three coordinat
variables x, y, and z of a scalar quantity whose value varies from pojg
to point 4 : a graded difference in physiological activity along an axj
(as of the body or an embryonic field) 5 : change in response with dig
tance from the stimulus

gra-di-om-e-ter \,gra-dé-'a-mo-tor\ n [gradient + -o- + -meter] (18%9)
: an instrument for measuring the gradient of a physical quantity (as
the earth’s magnetic field)

'grad-u-al \'gra-jo-wal, -jol, 'graj-wal\ n, often cap [ME, fr. ML graduale,
fr. L gradus step; fr. its being sung on the steps of the altar] (15c) 1:a
book containing the choral parts of the Mass 2 : a pair of verses (a
from the Psalms) proper after the Epistle in the Mass

"’gradual adj [ML gradualis, fr. L gradus] (1658) 1 : proceeding by steps
or degrees 2 : moving, changing, or developing by fine or often im-
perceptible degrees — grad-u-al-ly adv — grad-u-al-ness n

grad-u-al-ism \-jo-wa-/{i-zom, -jo-li-\ » (1835) 1 : the policy of ap:
proaching a desired end by gradual stages 2 : the evolution of new
species by gradual accumulation of small genetic changes over long pe-
riods of time; also : a theory or model of evolution emphasizing this =

g using gy

compare PUNCTUATED EQUILIBRIUM — grad-u-al-ist \-list\ 7 or ad

— grad-u-al-is-tic \,gra-ja(-w2)-"lis-tik\ adj
grad-u-and \,gra-jo-'wand\ n [ML graduandus, gerundive of graduare}
1 (1882) Brit : one about to graduate : a candidate for a degree
grad-u-ate \'gra-jo-wat, -,wit, 'graj-wat\ 7 (15c) 1 : a holder of ana¢
ademic degree or diploma 2 : a graduated cup, cylinder, or ﬂask‘ /
2graduate adj (15¢) 1 : holding an academic degree or diploma 2:0h
relating to, or engaged in studies beyond the first or bachelor’s degré¢
{~ school) {a ~ student)
3grad-u-ate \'gra-jo-,wat\ vb -at-ed; -at-ing [ME, fr. ML graduatus, %
of graduare, fr. L gradus step, degree] vt ?ISC) 1 a : to grant an ac&
demic degree or diploma to b : to be graduated from 2 a:to mar
with degrees of measurement b : to divide into grades or int‘el'Va‘ls
: to admit to a particular standing or grade ~ vi 1 : to receive an v
ademic degree or diploma 2 : to pass from one stage of experient
proficiency, or prestige to a usu. higher one 3 : to change grad¥
— grad-u-a-tor \-,wa-tor\ n : o the
usage In the 19th century the transitive sense (1a) was prescr'{bed' A
intransitive <I graduated from college) was condemned. The intr .
tive prevailed nonetheless, and today it is the sense likely to be}?i
scribed and the newer transitive sense (1b) <she graduated vels
school) the one condemned. All three are standard. The intransit!
currently the most common, the new transitive the least comm? ax
graduated adj (1861) of a tax : increasing in rate with increase I
able base : PROGRESSIVE {a ~ income tax) Jume
graduated cylinder n (1948) : a tall narrow container with a V0
scale used esp. for measuring liquids i ent
grad-u-a-tion \,gra-jo-'wa-shon\ 7 (1594) 1 : a mark on an mstl"‘":""he
or vessel indicating degrees or quantity; also : these marks 3 éoM'
award or acceptance of an academic degree or diploma b *
MENCEMENT 3 : arrangement in degrees or ranks
,Graeco- — see GRECO- 4in
graf-fi-ti \gra-'fé-(,)t, gra-, gra-\ vt -tied; -ti-ing \-(,)té-in\ a/s? <~,§
\-;flél-t;n\ (1964) : to draw graffiti on : to deface with graffiti
walls
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