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rhynchocephalian - ribbon | 1702

(‘rarmun) adj with identical finalsounds mrhymingslang nslanginwhich
a word is replaced by anotherword or phrase that rhymes with'it; for
example, apples and pears meaning stairs m rhymist (‘raxmlst) napersonwho
rhymes td
rhynchocephalian (ripkavst'falian) adj vof; relaung to or belonging to
the Rhynchocephalia, an order of lizard-like reptiles common in the Mesozoic
era but today represented only by the tuatara b n ‘2any reptile belonging
to the order Rhynchocephalia [C19: from New Laun\thnchocephalm from
| Greek rhunkhos a snout++kephalé head)
rhynchocoel (‘mmkav,sizl) na'cavity found in certain 1nvertebrate worms
which contains the sucking organ ‘
rhynchodont (ninksu,dont) adj havinga toothed beak
rhynchophore (‘nnks fo:) n a member of the Rhynchophora; a former hame
for the superfamily of beetles (Curculionoidea) that comprises the weevils
and bark beetles [C19: New Latin rhyncophora, from Greek rhunkhos a snout %
=phoros bearing], '®m rhynchophorous (np'kofarss) adj of or relating to
rhynchophores | 1 1| b
rhyolite (raslait) na fine-grained igneous rock consisnng of quartz,
feldspars,and mica or amphibole. Itis the volcanic equivalent of granite
[C19: rhyo- from Creek rhuax a stream of 1ava + LiTE] 3 rhyolitic (raialitik) adj
rhyparography (npa'rograft) 'n the painting of: still-life, esp of sordid or
unpleasant, subjects- mrhyparographer (ripa'‘rogrefa) 'nisomeone who
paints rhyparographic pictures mrhyparographic (ripara'grafik) adjof or
relating to rhyparography
Rhys (ri:s) 'niJean (Ellal Gwendolen Rees Williams).. 71890-1979, Welsh
movelist and short-story writer,born in Dominica. Her novels include
Voyage in the Dark (1934) Good Mommg, Mldmgho (1939), and Wlde Sargasso Sea
(1966) -6t sjoranolaqor pxolncon
rhythm (‘nidam) n nathe arrangement of the relanve duradons of and
iaccents on the notes'of a melody, usually laid out'into regular'groups
(bars) of beats, the first beat of each bar carrying the stress bany'specific
arrangement of such groupings; time; quadruple rhythm 2(in poetry) athe
arrangementof words into amoreor less regular sequence of stressed and
unstressed or long and short syllables b any specific such arrangement;
metre 3 (in‘painting;sculpture,architecture, étc) a harmonious sequence
or pattern of masses alternating with voids, of light altemating with
i'shade, of alternating colours, etc, 4any sequence of regularly recurring
funcnons orevents,suchas theregularrecurrence of certain physiological
functions of the body, as the cardiac rhythm of the heartbeat [C16: from
;Latin rhythmus, from Greek rhuthmos; related to rhein to flow] > 'rhythmless
adj mrhythmal ('ndmal) adj a less common word forrhythmic mrhythm
' and blues . n (functioning as singular) any of various-kinds of populaririusic
rderived from or influenced by the blues. Abbreviation: R & B-m rhythmic
('mémik) or rhythmical (‘ndmik3l) 'adj of, relating to, or characterized by
rhythm, as’ in movemerit  or :sound; metrical,: periodic, or regularly
recurring ‘3 'rhythmically adv > rhythmicity, (né'misit) n. mrhythmic
gymnastics n (functioning assingularorplural) a form of gymnastics involving
;movements using hand ‘apparatus such as balls, hoops, and ribbons
(mrhythmics (‘ndmiks) - n (functioning as singular) the study of xhythmic
movement: m rhythmist (‘ndmuist) n rarea person who has a:good sense of
rrhythm mrhythmization or rhythmisation (ridamar'zerfan) n the act-or
¢ process of thythmizing something mrhythmize or rhythmise (‘ridam aiz)
:vb(tr) tomake rhythmic, toadd rhythm to something m rhythm method n
~a'method of controlling conception without the aid of a contraceptive
device, by restricting sexual intercourse to those days in a woman'’s
rmenstrual cycle on which conception is considered leastilikely to occur:
Seealsosafe period m rhythmometer(1da'momita) natype of metronome
that 'gives or ;marks. the 'beat vor time- ini'musical . movements
mrhythmopoeia (ndama'piza) « n the art or process of ‘composing,. for
example, musicror poetry rhythmically - mrhythm section i n those
instruments in a band or group (usually piano, double bass, and drums)
whose prime function is to supply the rhythm [ ] rhythmus (" ndamas) n'a
-less common word for rhythm 1rrdmug
rhytidectomy (riu'dektami) n, pl -miesa cosmenc su:glcal operation that
tightens sagging skin-and: smooths unwanted wrinkles on' the face;
mehft o
rhytidome (Intrdsum) n the outer bark of a tree or plant
rhytina(rtaina) na member of an extinct genus of rnammals thatlivedin
! water;also known as Steller’s sea cow r i
rhyton (‘raiton) n,pl -ta (-t3) (in ancient Greece) a hom -shaped drlnking
1vessel with a hole in the pointed end through which to drink [C19: from
1 Creek rhuton, from rhutos flowing; related to rhein to flow) ¢
RI abbreviation for 1 Regina et Imperatrix 2 Rex et Imperator 3 Rhode lsland
r4Royal Institutionr | sreligious, instruction. 6 (Republicof) Indonesia
(international car registration) [(sense*1) Latin: Queen and:Empress;
(sense2) Latin: King and Emperor] .« . . h onityaznin ol
ria (‘'riza) n a long narrow.inlet of the seacoast, being a former valley that
was submerged by.a rise in the level of the sea. Rias are found esp on the
coasts of SW Ireland and NW Spain [C19: from Spanish from rioriver])
RIA abbreviation for Royal Irish Academy Lk o
RIAA curve nelectronics a graphical representation, adoptedasawotldwnde
standard, of the amplitude in relation to frequency response required for
correct reproduction of microgroove diso recordings, compensating for

the characteristics of the recording process [C20: Record Industry
Association of America]

riad (ri*2d) na traditional Moroccan house, built around an interior garden

rial (raial) n 1the standard monetary unitof Iran 2 the standard mone
unitof Oman, divided into100o baizas 3 anothemame for riyal [C14: from
r Persian, from Arabic riyal RiyAL)

Rialto (r'zltav) in an island in Venice, Italy, linked with San Marco Island
by the Rialto Bridge (1590) over the Grand Canal: the business centre of
medieval and renaissance Venice mrialto (n 2]tav) n, pl -tos a market or
exchange [C19: after the Rialto] | rii:

riant (raiant) adj rare laughing; smiling; chieerful [C16: from French, from
riretolaugh; from Latin ridére] 3 'riantly adv w riancy (‘ratansi) nthe stateor
quahty of being riant i
rib' (nb) n'1any of the 24 curved elastic arches of bone that together form

iithe chest wall in man. All are attached behind to the thoracic part of the
spinal column. Technical name: costa: Compare true rib, false ribs,
floating rib 2 the corresponding bone in other vertebrates 3a cut of meat
including one or:friore ribs (4 a part or element similar in furction or
appearance toarib, espa structural or supporting member or a raised strip
or ridge sa structural member in a wing that extends from the leading
edge to the trailing edge and maintains the shape of the wing surface 6a
projecting moulding or band on the underside of a vault or ceiling, which
may be structural or ornamental 7.0ne of a series of raised rows in knitted
(fabric. See alsoribbing (3) 8 araised ornamental line on the spine of a book
where thelstitching runs across it ' gany of the transverse stiffening
timbers or joists forming the frame of a ship’s hull 10 any of the larger
veirns of a'leaf 11a metal strip running along the top of the barrel of a
shotgun or handgun and guiding the alignment of the sights 12 a vein of
ore in'rock 13 a projecting ridge of a mountain; spur > vb ribs, ribbing,

' ribbed (tr) 74 to furnish-or support with a rib or ribs 15 to mark with or
form into ribs orridges: 16 to knit plain and purl stitches alternately in
order to make raised rows in (knitting) 17 archaic to enclose with or as if
with ribs {Old English ribb; related to Old High German rippi, Old Norse rif
REEF!] ) 'ribless adj > 'rib,like adj m ribbed (r1bd) adj 1 furnished or supported
with a rib or ribs 2 marked with or formed into ribs or ridges 3 knitted
with plainand purlstitches alternately, forming raised rows m ribbed and
smoked sheet n another name for smoked rubber mribbing (‘nbin) n 1a
framework or structure of ribs 2 ribs collectively . 3a raised pattern in
woven or knitted material, made in knitting by doing purl and plain
stitches alternately mribby (‘ribr) -adj -bier, -biest with noticeable ribs
mribcage (‘ribkerds) n the bony structure consisting of the ribs and their
‘connective tissue thatencloses and protects the lungs, heart, etc mribeye

~(‘mibar) n a cutof beef from the animal’s rib section’ mriblet (‘mblat) na
small rib or the portion of meat cut offat the top of therib mrib-tickler na
very amusing joke or story ‘mrib-tickling ,adj very amusing; causing
laughterimribwork (r1bw3:k): n work or structure involving ribs in, for
example, knitting or architectural work ®m ribwort ('nb,wa:t) na Eurasian
plant, Plantago lanceolata; that haslancelike ribbed leaves, which form a
‘Tosette close to:theiground, and a dense spike of small white flowers:

family Plantaginaceae. Also called: ribgrass. See also plantain’

rib? (r1b) informal -0 ribs, ribbing, ribbed 1 (tr) to tease or ridicule b n 2ajoke
yor,hoax [C20: short for rib-tickle (vb)] mribber ('iba) n someone whoribs or

teases

rlba (‘'ri:ba)i n (in Islam) interest or usury, as forbidden by the Koran [C21:
{,from Arabic al-Riba, literally: to excess or increase]

RIBA abbreviation for Royal Institute of British Architects

ribald (rib°ld) adj 1coarse, obscene, or licentious, usually in a humorous or
mocking way bn 2aribald person [C13: from Old French ribauld, from riber
tolivelicentiously,of Germanicorigin] ) 'ribaldly adv mribaldry (‘nb?ldn) n
ribald language or behaviour

riband or ribband (riband) :n 1a ribbon, esp one awarded for some

rachievement..See also blue riband - 2a flat rail attached to posts in a
palisade [C14: variant of RIBBON]

ribattuta (ri:ba‘tu:ta) namusical trill with a jerky thychm

ribavirin (ri:ba,vairin) nan antiviral drug used against many viruses such
asinfluenza, and, in combination with other drugs, hepatitis C

Ribbentrop (German ‘ribantrop)' n Joachim von (jo:axim fon). 1893-1946,
GCerman Nazi politician: foreign minister under Hitler (1938-45). He was
hanged after conviction as.a war criminal at Nuremberg *» *

Ribble (rib°l) n a river in NW England, flowing south and west through
.iLancashire to the Irish Sea. Length:121 km (75 miles) (Y

ribbon (rib’n) n' 1a narrow .strip of fine 'material, esp silk, used for
trimming, tying, etc .2 something resembling a ribbon; a long strip: a
ribbon of land 3a long thin flexible band of metal used as a graduated
measure, Spring, etc, 4 a long narrow strip of ink-impregnated cloth for
making the impression of type characters on paper in a typewriter or
similar device 5 (plural) ragged strips orshreds (esp in the phrase tornto

- ribbons); 6 a small strip of coloured cloth signifying membership of an
order or award of military decoration, prize, or other distinction 7asmall,
usually looped, strip of coloured cloth worn to signify support fora charity
or cause: a red AIDS ribbon > vb (tr) ‘8 to adorn with a ribbon or ribbons 910
mark with narrow ribbon-like marks 10 to reduce to ribbons; tear into
strips (C14 ryban, from Old French riban, apparently of Germanic origin;
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