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CN201847042U Vehicle-mountad emergency powser supply device

Applicants: SHENZHEN SIBEISHENG ELECTRONIC TECHNOLOGY COLTD
inventors: ZHANGSHENG CHEN

Classifications:
(1341 HOIT34; HORI%/04;

Priorities: CN2010208457284U 2010-12-07
Application: ON2018470420U-2010-12-07
Fublication: CN2019470420-2011-08-24
Published as: ON201847042U

Vehicle-mountad emergency power supply device

Abstract

The utility model provides a vehicle-mounted emergency power supply device, which comprises a singlechip, an cutput control
unit, a lithium battery and an ignition output unit, whersin the cutput control unit is connecied with the singlechip and the lithium
battery respectivaly, and the lithium battery is connecled with the singlechip; and the vehicls-mounted emergancy power supply
device also comprises a power consumption device connacted with the output control unil. The vehicle-mounted emergancy
power supply devics has the following beneficial effects: as the vehicle-mounted amargency power supply device somprises the
ignition ouiput unit and the power consumplion davice connectad with the oulput coniral unit, when an automobile cannot be
ignited, the automobile can be ignited through the ignition oulpul unit, and the power consumiplion device can be a color change
warning LED {light-emitling diode} sign or a light-adjusiable flashiighi; morsover, as the lithium batlery suppilies power lo the
color change waming LED (light-emitting diode) sign or ths light-adjustable flashiight, the problem of being incapable of use the

power consumplion device due 1o the insufficlent power of the power consumption devics is sffectively sohved.
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CN104118374A Autormaobile smergenoy start devics
Applicants: HUIZHOU HUAYITONG TECHNOLOGY CO LTR
Inventors: YU CHUNLAN

Classifications:
(1341 BEORIE033;

Priorities: CN201310148868A 2013-04-38
Application: CN104118374A-2013-04-28
Fublication: CN104118374A-2014-10-29
Published as: ON104118374A
Automobile emergancy start device

Abstract

The invention relates o an automobile start device, in particular (o an automoebile emergency start device which comprisas an
inmer battery, a charging input interface, a display module, a control moduls, a relay, an input key and an sutput terminal. A main
coniact of the relay is connacted with the inner batlery and the culputl termingl; the control module comprises a micro processor,
and the micre processor controds the relay 1o opsn and closs through a relay swilch circuil o control currents o be output from
the inner batlery i the oulput terminal. The autornobile emergency star device further comprises an outer batlery raverse-
connection detection circuit used for providing outer battery wiring correciness signals. The inner baltery and an outer hatiery
are connecled with the starl device through the relay. Under normal circumstances and under the circumsiance thal an
automobile starls successfully and the relay is in an off stale, sparks are not generated when the start device is connectad with
or taken off from the automaobiie. Meanwhile, when connection of the oulput terminal and the outer baltery is wrong in polarity,
the micro processor controls the relay not o close, and accordingly large currents generated due to wrong polarity connection

can be prevenied.
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Emergency starting device of automabile
Abstract

The ulility model relates (o a starting device of an automobile, in parlicular o an emergency starting devics of an automobils,
The smergency slarling device comprises an intemnal baltery, a charge input interface, a display module, a control moduls, a
refay, an inpul key and output terminals. A main contact of the relay is connacied with the intemal batlery and the oulput
larminals respeciivaly; the control module comprises a microprocessor and an exiernal hatlery reverss conneclion datection
ciroull, and the microprocessor controls on and off of the relay via a refay swilching circuit so as to conirol the inlernal baltlery fo
ouiput currents o the oulpul terminals; the exdernal haltery reverse connection detection ciroult is used for providing correct or
grronecus extemal batlery connection signals. The emergency starting device has the advaniages thatl the internal haltery is
connected with an extemal batlery by the relay, and the relay is in an off state under convantional conditions or afler the
autormobile is successiully started, so that sparks are prevented when the emergency starting device is connecied o the
automobile or is disconnected from the austomoblie; the relay is prevented from being actuated under the control of the
rricroprocessor when the oulpul terminals and the external batlery are in wrong polarity connection, so that high currents caused
by the wrang polarity connection can be prevented.
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(54) Title of Utility Model

Emergency starting device of automobile
(87) Abstract of Disclosures

The utility model relates to a starting device of an automobile, in particular to an
emergency starting device of an automobile. The emergency starting device comprises an
internal battery, a charge input interface, a display module, a control module, a relay, an input
button and output terminals, where a main contact of the relay is connected with the internal
battery and the output terminals respectively, the control module comprises a microprocessor, the
microprocessor controls on and off of the relay via a relay switching circuit so as to control the
internal battery to output currents to the output terminals, and further comprises an external

battery reverse connection detection circuit for providing correct or erroneous external battery
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connection signals. In the emergency starting device of the present invention, the internal battery

and an external battery are connected in via the relay, and the relay is in an off state under

normal conditions or after the automobile is successfully started, so that sparks are prevented

when the emergency starting device is being connected to the automobile or is being

disconnected from the automobile; in addition, the relay is prevented from being actuated under

the control of the microprocessor when the output terminals and the external battery are

connected in a wrong way, so that large currents caused by the wrong connection can be

prevented.
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Emergency starting device of automobile

Technical Field
[0001] The utility model relates to a starting device of an automobile, in particular to an

emergency starting device of an automobile.

Background Art

[0002] Automobiles are an indispensable means of transportation in society and
production. Current gasoline fuel vehicles are all equipped with a battery inside the car. The car
engine charges the battery through a generator during operation. When the car engine stops
running, the battery can supply electric power to the car or can start the car engine. The battery
installed inside the car is generally a lead-acid battery. A lead-acid battery typically has a lower
battery capacity after a certain number of charge and discharge cycles. After a long period of use,
the battery may be dead. In such a case, the car may not start due to over-discharge of the battery
or battery failure. A common method to solve such issue is to replace the car battery with an
external battery to start the car. The common emergency power source for a car is a lead-acid
battery to replace the original car battery. However, this may have a few drawbacks. The lead-
acid battery itself is bulky in a relative large size, and has no polarity detection function. When
the polarity of the emergency start power source connected is opposite to that of the original car
battery, a large current may be generated to cause battery damage or even an explosion. In
addition, as for the external lead-acid battery used as an emergency power supply for a car, it
does not have a specific structural design to prevent spark generation. As a result, when it is
connected, sparks may be generated at the time of connecting or disconnection. Hence, this type

of battery has safety risks.

Summary of Utility Model
[0003] The present utility model provides an automobile emergency starting power
source to solve the deficiencies mentioned above. The automobile emergency starting power

source provided in the present utility model will not form a connected circuit when the electrodes
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of this automobile emergency starting power source is connected in an incorrect way. At the
same time, when the automobile emergency starting power source of the present utility model is
being connected with or disconnected from the automobile, the spark generation can be

effectively prevented, and the safety is improved.

[0004] The present utility model is achieved as follows, an automobile emergency
starting device comprises an internal battery, a charge input interface, a display module, a control
module, a relay, an input button and output terminals, where a main contact of the relay is
connected with the internal battery and the output terminals respectively, the control module
comprises a microprocessor, the microprocessor controls on and off of the relay via a relay
switching circuit so as to control the internal battery to output currents to the output terminals,
the control module further comprises an external battery reverse connection detection circuit for
providing correct or erroneous external battery connection signals. The automobile emergency
starting device according to the present utility model further includes a 12V output terminal, and

the 12V output terminal is connected to the internal battery.

[0005] In order to allow the display module to display the internal battery voltage, the
present utility model has the following feature: the control module further includes an internal
battery voltage detection circuit, and the internal battery voltage detection circuit is connected to

the microprocessor via signals.

[0006] In order to allow the display module to display the external battery voltage, the
control module further includes an external battery voltage detection circuit, and the external

battery voltage detecting circuit is connected to the microprocessor via signals.

[0007] The automobile emergency starting device of the present utility model further

comprises an LED illumination device and an LED illumination drive circuit.

[0008] For convenient use, the automobile emergency starting device of the present

utility model further comprises a 5 V voltage output circuit and a 19 V voltage output circuit; the
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5 V output circuit is connected to a 5 V output terminal, and the 19V output circuit is connected

toa 19 V output terminal.

[0009] The automobile emergency starting device of the present utility model adopts a
built-in battery scheme, and at the same time the internal battery and the external battery are
connected through a relay. Under a normal condition, the relay is in an off state, while when the
device is connected with an external car battery, the device is able to detect the external battery
voltage, and the detected voltage is then displayed on an LCD. At this time, the JUMP button in
the input buttons is pressed to control the on and off of the relay, so that the emergency start
device will not generate sparks when it is being connected. After the car is successfully jump-
started, the device will shut down the relay within 2 seconds, so as to disconnect the external
battery from the internal battery, accordingly the emergency starting device of the present utility
model will not generate sparks when it is being disconnected, and will not has the issue that the
car generator reversely charge the preset device. In addition, an external battery reverse
connection detection circuit is also provided in the device. Therefore, when the polarity of the
connection between an output terminal of the emergency starting device of the present utility
model and the external battery is wrong, the microprocessor controls the relay to be in an off
state, which can effectively prevent the large current generation caused by such wrong

connection.

Brief Description of Drawings
[0010] Figure 1 is a schematic view showing the structure of the system of the present

utility model.

[0011] Figure 2 is a schematic diagram of the circuit of the control module of the present

utility model.

[0012] Figure 3 is a schematic diagram of the circuit of the LED illumination device of

the present utility model.
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[0013] Figure 4 is a schematic diagram of the circuit of the 5 V output of the present
utility model.

[0014] Figure 5 is a schematic diagram of the circuit of the 19 V output of the present
utility model.

[0015] Figure 6 is a front view of the present utility model.

[0016] Figure 7 is a bottom view of the present utility model.

[0017] Figure 8 is a right view of the present utility model.

[0018] Figure 9 is a left view of the present utility model.

[0019] In the drawings: 1- internal battery, 2- relay, 3- output terminal, 4- control

module, 5- display module, 6- input button, 7- LED illumination device, 8- 5 V output terminal,

9- 19 V output terminal, 10- charge input, 11- 12 V output terminal

Description of Embodiments

[0020] The present utility model will be further described in detail below with reference
to the accompanying drawings and specific embodiments. However, the present invention is not
limited to the following embodiments, and any changes or alternatives made on the basis of the

principles of the embodiments of the present utility model fall within the scope of the present

utility model.

[0021] In reference to Figures 1 to 9, an automobile emergency starting device comprises
an internal battery 1, a charge input 10 interface , a display module 5, a control module 4, a relay
2, an input button 6 and output terminals 2, where a main contact of the relay 2 is connected with
the internal battery 1 and the output terminals 3 respectively, the control module 4 comprises a

microprocessor 42, the microprocessor 42 controls on and off of the relay 2 via a relay switching

circuit 41 so as to control the internal battery 1 to output currents to the output terminals 3, the
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control module 4 further comprises an external battery reverse connection detection circuit 44 for

providing correct or erroneous external battery connection signals.

[0022] In order to allow the display module 5 to display the internal battery 1 voltage, the
present utility model has the following feature: the control module 4 further includes an internal
battery voltage detection circuit 43, and the internal battery voltage detection circuit 43 is

connected to the microprocessor 42 via signals.

[0023] In order to allow the display module 5 to display the external battery voltage, the
control module 4 further includes an external battery voltage detection circuit 45, and the

external battery voltage detecting circuit 45 is connected to the microprocessor 42 via signals.

[0024] The automobile emergency starting device of the present utility model further

comprises an LED illumination device 7 and an LED illumination drive circuit.

[0025] For convenient use, the automobile emergency starting device of the present
utility model further comprises a 5 V voltage output circuit and a 19 V voltage output circuit; the
5 V output circuit is connected to a 5 V output terminal 8, and the 19V output circuit is
connected to a 19 V output terminal 9. The automobile emergency starting device of the present
utility model also includes a 12V output terminal 11, and the 12V output terminal 11 is

connected to the internal battery 1.

[0026] When a car cannot be started due to a failure of the built-in battery of the car, the
output terminal 3 of the emergency starting device of the present utility model will be connected
with an external battery, that is built-in battery of the car to be jump-started. Under normal
conditions, the relay of the device is in the off state. While in the case where the output terminal
3 of the device is connected to the external battery and the polarity connection is incorrect, the
external battery reverse connection detection circuit 44 sends a signal to the microprocessor 42,
so that the microprocessor 42 controls the relay 2 to retain in the off state. This makes it possible
to avoid a large current generation caused by such an incorrect connection. On the other hand,

when the connection polarity between the output terminal 3 and the external battery are correct,
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the external battery voltage detecting circuit 45 will operates, the microprocessor 42 detects the
external battery voltage, and displays the voltage on the LCD. If the external battery voltage is
within the normal range, the JUMP button of the input button 6 can be pressed to make the relay
2 in the on state, so that the internal battery 1 outputs current to the car to be started through the
output terminal 3. After the car is started for 2 seconds, the microprocessor 42 controls the relay
2 to switch to the off state, and then the output terminal 3 cables can be removed from the car.
Since there would be no current in the output terminal 3 after the relay 2 is turned off, no spark is
generated when the output cable is removed. After the car has been started and the output
terminal 3 is removed, the jJump-staring process of the emergency start device of the present

utility model is complete.

[0027] The internal battery 1 voltage is displayed on the display module 5 by means of
internal battery voltage detection circuit 43 providing a signal to the microprocessor 42 to
facilitate monitoring of the battery usage status. The signal is sent to the microprocessor 42
through the external battery voltage detecting circuit 45, and the external battery voltage can be

displayed on the display module 5 to facilitate learn the condition of the external battery.

[0028] In order to allow the internal battery 1 to be charged, a charge input 10 interface is
further provided on the device. In addition, the device is also provided with an LED illumination
device 7 for providing lighting in the case where the light intensity is insufficient. The device is
also equipped with a 5 V output terminal 8, a 19 V output terminal 9 and a 12V output terminal
11. Under normal conditions, the present utility model can be used as a general power source for

other devices.
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Notice

This translation is machine-generated. It cannot be guaranteed that it is intelligible, accurate, complete, reliable or
fit for specific purposes. Critical decisions, such as commercially relevant or financial decisions, should not be
based on machine-translation output.

DESCRIPTION CN203211234U

10 Emergency starting device for automobile

[0001]

14 Technical field

[0002]

18 The utility model relates to an automabile starting device, in particular to an automobile emergency starting
device.

[0003]

23Background technique

[0004]

27 Automobile is an indispensable means of transportation in social production.

28 Current fuel vehicles are equipped with batteries inside the car. The battery is charged by a generator during the
operation of the car engine. When the car engine stops running, the battery can provide electricity for use by
the car or start the engine.

31 The storage battery installed inside the car is generally a lead-acid battery.

32 After a certain number of charge and discharge cycles of lead-acid batteries, the battery capacity will become
lower and lower. After long-term use, the battery may be directly scrapped. When the car is in use, the car may
not be able to start due to battery over-discharge or battery failure. The common method is to replace the car
battery with a separate battery to start the car. The common emergency starting power source for this kind of
car is a lead-acid battery instead of the original car battery. When in use, because the lead-acid battery itself is

relatively heavy and bulky, and has no polarity detection function, when the polarity of the connected
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emergency starting power source is opposite to the polarity of the original car battery, a large current may be
generated to make the battery It may even explode in severe cases. At the same time, such a single lead-acid
battery is used as an emergency power supply for the car to start, and there is no spark-proof design when it is
connected. It can generate sparks instantly when the emergency power supply is connected or disconnected.
There are unsafe factors.

[0005]
46 Utility model content

[0006]

s0 The utility model aims at the above-mentioned shortcomings and provides an emergency starting power
supply for automobiles.

52 The utility model of the automobile emergency starting power supply will not be energized when the
emergency starting power supply is connected to the power supply in the automobile circuit and the polarity
of the power supply is reversed.

55 At the same time, the automobile emergency starting power supply of the utility model can effectively prevent
electric sparks from being generated when it is connected to or disconnected from the automobile, and the
safety is improved.

[0007]

67 The utility model is realized in this way. An automobile emergency starting device includes an internal battery,
a charging input interface, a display module, a control module, a relay, an input button and an output
terminal, wherein the main contact of the relay is connected to the internal battery and output terminal
respectively. Terminal connection; the control module contains a microprocessor, the microprocessor
controls the opening and closing of the relay through the relay switch circuit to control the internal battery to
output current to the output terminal; the control module also includes an external battery for providing the
correct or wrong signal of the external battery wiring Reverse connection detection circuit.

68 The automobile emergency starting device of the present invention also includes a 12V output terminal, and
the 12V output terminal is connected to the internal battery.

[0008]

72 In order to enable the display module to display the internal battery voltage, it is characterized in that the
control module further includes an internal battery voltage detection circuit, and the internal battery voltage
detection circuit is signally connected to the microprocessor.

[0009]
79 In order to enable the display module to display the external battery voltage, the control module also includes
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an external battery voltage detection circuit, and the external battery voltage detection circuit is signally
connected to the microprocessor.

[0010]
& The automobile emergency starting device of the utility model also includes an LED lighting device and an
LED lighting drive circuit.

[0011]

90 For convenient use, the automobile emergency starting device of the present invention also includes a 5V
voltage output circuit and a 19V voltage output circuit; the 5V output circuit is connected to the 5V output
terminal, and the 19V output circuit is connected to the 19V output terminal.

[0012]

9 The car emergency starting device of the utility model adopts a built-in battery solution, and the internal
battery and the external battery are connected through a relay. Normally, the relay is in the off state. When the
device is connected to the external car battery, the device will detect When the external battery voltage is
reached, the voltage will be displayed on the LCD at the same time. At this time, pressing the JUMP button in
the input button can control the on and off of the relay, so that the car’s emergency starting device does not
produce sparks when it is connected.

102 After using this device to start the car successfully, the device will switch off the electrical appliances within 2
seconds, disconnect the external battery from the internal battery, so that the car’ s emergency starting
device will not produce sparks when it is removed. There will be no reverse charging of the device by the car
generator.

106 At the same time, the device is equipped with an external battery reverse connection detection circuit. When
the output terminal of the automobile emergency starting device of the present utility model is connected to
the external battery in the wrong polarity, the microprocessor controls the relay to not pull in, which can
effectively prevent the polarity. Large current caused by wrong connection.

[0013]
113 Description of the drawings

[0014]
n7Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of the system structure of the utility model.

[0015]
1z1 Figure 2 is the circuit schematic diagram of the control module of the present invention.
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[0016]
1zsFigure 3 is a schematic diagram of the circuit of the LED lighting device of the present invention.

[0017]
129 Figure 4 is a schematic diagram of the 5V output circuit of the utility model.

[0018]
133Figure 5 is a schematic diagram of the 19V output circuit of the utility model.

[0019]
137 Figure 6 is a schematic front view of the utility model.

[0020]
141 Figure 7 is a schematic bottom view of the utility model.

[0021]
nsFigure 8 is a schematic diagram of the right side view of the utility model.

[0022]
19 Figure 9 is a schematic left view of the utility model.

[0023]

153 In the picture: 1-internal battery, 2-relay, 3-output terminal, 4-control module, 5-display module, 6-input
button, 7-LED lighting device, 8-5V output terminal, 9-19V output terminal , 10-charging input, 11-12V
output terminal.

[0024]
159 Detailed ways

[0025]

163 The following describes the present utility model in further detail with reference to the drawings and specific
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embodiments, but the present utility model is not limited to the following embodiments. Any changes or
alternatives made on the principle of this embodiment fall into the requirements of the present utility model.
Within the scope of protection.

[0026]

1720 With reference to Figures 11to 9, an automobile emergency starting device includes an internal battery 1, a
charging input 10 interface, a display module 5, a control module 4, a relay 2, an input button 6 and an
output terminal 3, wherein the relay 2 is the main The contact contacts are respectively connected to the
internal battery 1 and the output terminal 3; the control module 4 includes a microprocessor 42, which
controls the opening and closing of the relay 2 through the relay switch circuit 41 to control the internal
battery 1 to the output terminal 3. Output current; the control module 4 also includes an external battery
reverse connection detection circuit 44 that is used to provide an external battery connection signal.

[0027]

180 In order to enable the display module 5 to display the voltage of the internal battery 1, it is characterized in that
the control module 4 further includes an internal battery voltage detection circuit 43, and the internal battery
voltage detection circuit 43 is in signal connection with the microprocessor 42.

[0028]

186 In order to enable the display module 5 to display the external battery voltage, the control module 4 further
includes an external battery voltage detection circuit 45, and the external battery voltage detection circuit 45 is
signally connected to the microprocessor 42.

[0029]
192 The automobile emergency starting device of the present invention also includes an LED lighting device 7 and
an LED lighting drive circuit.

[0030]

197 For ease of use, the automobile emergency starting device of the present invention also includes a 5V voltage
output circuit and a 19V voltage output circuit; the 5V output circuit is connected to the 5V output terminal
8 and the 19V output circuit is connected to the 19V output terminal 9.

200 The automobile emergency starting device of the present invention further includes a 12V output terminal 11,
and the 12V output terminal 11 is connected to the internal battery 1.

[0031]
205 When the car cannot be started due to the car’s own battery, the output terminal 3 of the car emergency
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starting device of the present invention is connected to the external battery, that is, the car’s own battery to be
started.

208 Normally, the relay is in the off state. If the output terminal 3 is connected to the external battery with wrong
polarity, the external battery reverse connection detection circuit 44 provides a signal to the microprocessor
42 so that the microprocessor 42 can control the relay 2 not to suck. It can avoid the large current caused by
wrong polarity connection.

212 If the output terminal 3 and the external battery have the correct polarity and the external battery voltage
detection circuit 45 works, the microprocessor 42 will detect the external battery voltage and display this
voltage on the LCD. If the external battery voltage is within the normal range, then You can press the JUMP
button in the input button 6 to turn on the relay 2 so that the internal battery 1 outputs current to the vehicle
to be started through the output terminal 3.

217When the car is started for 2 seconds, the microprocessor 42 will control the relay 2 to disconnect, so as to
remove the output terminal 3 wiring.

219 Since there is no current in output terminal 3 after relay 2 is off, no spark will be generated when it is removed.

2z0\When the car has been started and the output terminal 3 is disconnected, the work of the car emergency
starting device of the present invention is completed.

[0032]

225 The internal battery voltage detection circuit 43 provides signals to the microprocessor 42 to display the
voltage of the internal battery 1 on the display module 5 to facilitate monitoring of the battery usage status.

227 The signal provided by the external battery voltage detection circuit 45 to the microprocessor 42 can display
the external battery voltage on the display module 5 to facilitate the understanding of the external battery
condition.

[0033]

233 In order to allow the internal battery 1 to be charged, a charging input 10 interface is provided on the device.

234 At the same time, the device is also provided with an LED lighting device 7 to facilitate lighting when the light
intensity is insufficient.

236 The device is also equipped with 5V output terminal 8 and 19V output terminal 9 and 12V output terminal
11, which can be used as a general power supply for other electrical equipment.
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Notice

This translation is machine-generated. It cannot be guaranteed that it is intelligible, accurate, complete, reliable or
fit for specific purposes. Critical decisions, such as commercially relevant or financial decisions, should not be
based on machine-translation output.

CLAIMS CN203211234U

1.

13 An emergency starting device for an automobile, comprising an internal battery (1), a charging input (10)
interface, a display module (5), a control module (4), a relay (2), an input button (6) and an output terminal
(3). Itis characterized in that the main contacts of the relay (2) are respectively connected with the internal
battery (1) and the output terminal (3); the control module (4) contains a microprocessor (42), and the
microprocessor (42) passes The relay switch circuit (41) controls the opening and closing of the relay (2) to
control the internal battery (1) to output current to the output terminal (3); the control module (4) also
includes the external battery reverse connection for providing the correct or false signal of the external battery
wiring Detection circuit (44).

2.

24 The automobile emergency starting device according to claim 1, characterized in that the control module (4)
further comprises an internal battery voltage detection circuit (43), the internal battery voltage detection circuit
(43) and the microprocessor (42) ) Signal connection.

3.

30 The automobile emergency starting device according to claim 1, characterized in that the control module (4)
further comprises an external battery voltage detection circuit (45), the external battery voltage detection
circuit (45) and the microprocessor (42) ) Signal connection.

4,
36 The automobile emergency starting device according to claim 1, characterized in that the device also includes
an LED lighting device (7) and an LED lighting drive circuit.
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5.

41 The automobile emergency starting device according to any one of claims 1 to 4, characterized in that the
device further includes a 5V voltage output circuit and a 19V voltage output circuit; the 5V output circuit is
connected to the 5V output terminal (8), and the 19V output The circuit is connected to the 19V output
terminal (9).

6.

48 The automobile emergency starting device according to any one of claims 1 to 4, characterized in that the
device further comprises a 12V output terminal (11), and the 12V output terminal is connected to an internal
battery (1).
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ADDRESS INVENTOR
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Receipt will astablish the filing date of the application

National Stage of an international Application under 38 WWE.C, 371
if a timaly submission to enter the natdional stags of an international apphcation is compliant with the conditions of 35 U.8.C.
371 and other applicable mqu aments a Form PET/DOYEGANE indicating accaptancs of the application as a national slags

"~

subrmiasion under 35 ULB.C 871 will be igsuad in addition 1o the Fiing Recelpl, in due course.

New Infernational Application Filed with the USPTO as a Recelving Office
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International FE \; Da {(Form POT/ROM0E) issued in dus course, subject 1o prescripghions concerning national security,
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Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.
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the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1874, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
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A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.5.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).
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recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
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purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Application: JP2011108118A-2011-05-11
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Published as: JP2012004108A,JPE345175R2

BATTERY PACK CONNECTOR AND COUPLING METHOD THEREQF

Abstract

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To firmly couple a wire to a battery cell or a profective circull module in a batltery pack connecior
and a coupling method thereof SOLUTION: In one embodiment of the present invention, & connecting region includes: g first
connecting member slectrically connected to a batlery calf or & proteciive circull module; and & second connecting member
formed on the first connecting member and coupled fo a wire, The second connecting member has a pair of coupling members
upwardly protruding for coupling the wire. Further, a solder may be additionally formed on the first connecling member, the
sacond connecting member, the coupling members and the wire,
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Ll Espacenet

CATIT8835 BATTERY PACK

Y,

Applicants: CHERVON LTD

Inventors:

Classifications:

Prioriiss: ON201030167879F 20100812
Application: CA1378838-2010-11-12
Publication: CA1378838-2011-06-08
Published as: CA1378838;USDS401868
BATTERY PACK

Abstract

Espacenet — search results

The design consists of the features of shape, omament, pattern and configuration of the BATTERY PACK shown in the altached
drawings whereinFiG. 1 is a right side view of a batlery pack according to the new design FIG. 2 is a lefl side view of the baltery
pack shown in FIG. 1.FIG. 3 is a front view of the ballery pack shown in FIG. 1.FIG. 4 is a rear view of the batlery pack shown in
FiG. 1.FiG. §is a top view of the baltery pack shown in FIG. 1.FIG. § is a boltom view of the batlery pack shown in FIG. 1 FIG. 7
is a perspective visw of the batlery pack shown in FIG. 1.In the above drawings, the portions shown in stippled linss do not form

part of the design.

https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search/family/044148090/publication/CA1378835?q=CA137883
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CN203522157U Heavy currant protactive device for automaobiie emerganay starting power supply

\\\\\\§

Applicants: SHENZHEN SBASE ELECTRONICS TECHNOLOGY CO LTD
inventors: CHEN ZHANGSHENG

Classifications:
(1341 HO2HTAE;

Friorities: CN201320403382U 2013-07-08

Application: CN2035221571-2013-07-08

FPublication: CN203522157U-2014-04-02

Published as: CN2035221587U;TWHM488428U

Heavy current protective devics for automobile emergency siarling power supply
Abstract

The utility model provides a heavy current protective device Tor an automobils emergency starting power supply. The heavy
current protective device comprises an MCU one-chip microcomputsr unit, a tims switch connected (o the MCU one-chip
microcomputer unit and an on-off swilch controlied by the lime switch. One end of the on-off swilch is connected with an sxternal
batlery, the other and of the on-off swilch is connactad with an automobile storage baltery, and a timer is arranged in the MCU
one-chip microcomputer. Ater the set time interval, the MCU one-chip microcomputer automatically oulpuls a control signal to
the time switch, and the on-off switch breaks the conneciion betwean the exiernal baltery and the automobile storage baltery.
When ignition is completed, the proteciive device is automatically closed, if igniling motions do not axist, the protective device
automatically breaks the connsction between the axiernal batlery and the aulomobils storages batiery afler one-minute time-
delay, and damages of the aexiernal baltery and the automobile storage hattery caused by mulual charging for a long time are
avoided.
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PROTECTION METHODS, PROTECTION CIRCUITS AND PROTECTIVE

DEVICES FOR SECONDARY BATTERIES, A POWER TOOL, CHARGER

AND BATTERY PACK ADAPTED TO PROVIDE PROTECTION AGAINST
FAULT CONDITIONS IN THE BATTERY PACK

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §120 to the
following related U.S. Provisional patent applications filed in the United States
Patent & Trademark Office: U.S. Provisional Application Serial No.
60/510,128, filed October 14, 2003, and U.S. Provisional Application Serial
No. 60/551,803, filed March 11, 2004. The entire contents of the disclosures
for each of these provisional applications are incorporated herein by

reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field of the Invention

[0002] The present invention relates to protection methods, protection
circuits and protective devices for rechargeable batteries, to a power tool and
charger adapted to provide protection for cells of an attached battery pack,
and to a battery pack including protection control therein, each protecting the
battery back against various potential fault conditions.

Description of Related Art

[0003] Over the past few years, lithium-ion (Li-ion) batteries have begun
replacing nickel-cadmium (NiCd), nickel-metal-hydride (NiMH), and lead-acid
batteries in low-voltage, portable electronic devices such as notebook-type
personal computers. As compared to NiCd and NiMH batteries, Li-ion
batteries are lighter but have a larger capacity per unit volume. For this
reason, the Li-ion batteries have been typically suitable to low-voltage devices
that are preferably light and which are required to endure continuous use for a
long time. In an over-discharged state, however, the Li-ion batteries

deteriorate rapidly, thus Li-ion batteries require over-discharge protection.
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[0004] A battery pack used in a portable electronic device typically has a
plurality of battery cells connected in series. The maximum number of battery
cells connected in series in one battery pack is determined by the output
voltage of the battery pack. For instance, the typical output voltage of one
NiCd battery cell or one NiMH battery cell is 1.2 V. Assuming that an 18V
output voltage from a battery pack is suitable for most general purpose
electronic devices, the maximum number of NiCd or NiMH battery cells
connected in series in the battery pack is 15. On the other hand, the typical
output voltage of one Li-ion battery cell is approximately 3.6 V. Accordingly,
the maximum number of Li-ion battery cells connected in series in one
fictional 18V Li-ion battery pack would be 5.

[0005] Unlike a NiCd battery pack and a NiMH battery pack, the Li-ion
battery pack may include functionality to protect against fault conditions inside
and outside the Li-ion battery pack. This prevents cells in the Li-ion battery
pack from deteriorating and shortening useful life of the pack. For instance, if
a fault condition such as short-circuiting occurs inside or outside the Li-ion
battery, a fuse may be provided to cut off an over-discharging current or an
overcharging current, if the discharging current or charging current becomes
larger than a given current level.

[0006] Currently, protection circuits in battery packs such as Li-ion battery
packs are designed primarily for low-voltage portable electronic devices such
as notebook-type personal computers, cellular phones, etc., which require
voltage generally on the order of 2 to 4 volts. Such devices are characterized
by using battery packs composed of cells (such as Li-ion, NiCd, NiMH cells)
that provide a maximum output voltage of about 4.2 volts/cell. For Li-ion
battery cells, care must be taken to prevent damage from electrical and
mechanical stresses, since lithium is a highly reactive substance.

[0007] Conventional protection circuits for these low-voltage battery packs
may monitor cell voltages to prevent a given cell from over-charging or over-

discharging, and may monitor current to keep current from rising too high.
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Other protection circuits may have one or more temperature inputs to disable
current during charge or discharge until the battery pack cools down. Still
other protection circuits may be designed to help maintain the balance of
charge on the cells, commonly known as equalization circuits. A typical
protection circuit may be connected to a given battery cell or group of cells in
the battery pack to avoid these situations. For example, a conventional
protection circuit may typically include a pair of MOSFET’s or other
semiconductors that can stop current flow in either direction.

[0008] However, much higher voltages than described above are required for
higher-power electronic devices such as cordless power tools. Accordingly,
higher-power battery packs may be in the process of being developed for
cordless power tools. Such “high-power” battery packs may provide higher
voltage outputs than conventional NiCd and NiMH battery packs (and
substantially higher power than conventional Li-ion packs used for PCs and
cell phones), and at a much reduced weight (as compared to conventional
NiCd or NiMH battery packs used as power sources in conventional cordless
power tools). A characteristic of these battery packs is that the battery packs
may exhibit substantially lower impedance characteristics than conventional
NiCd, NiMH and/or even the lower power Li-ion packs.

[0009] Further, as these battery technologies advance, the introduction of
lower impedance chemistries and construction styles to develop secondary
batteries generating substantially higher output voltages (of at least 18 V and
up, for example) may possibly create several additional protection issues.
Battery packs having lower impedance also means that the pack can supply
substantially higher current to an attached electronic component, such as a
power tool. As current through a motor of the attached power tool increases,
demagnetization forces (e.g., the number of armature turns of the motor times
the current, ampere-turns) could substantially increase beyond a desired or
design limit in the motor. Such undesirable demagnetization could thus

potentially burn up the motor.
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[0010] For example, a lower impedance electrical source could cause
damage to a tool's motor when the tool is held at stall condition. During motor
stall, the motor and battery impedances are the only mechanisms to limit the
current since there is no back-EMF created by the motor. With a lower
impedance pack, the currents would be higher. Higher currents through the
motor will increase the likelihood of de-magnetization of the permanent
magnets within the tool's motor.

[0011] Additionally, start-up of the tool could produce excessive starting
currents and cause demagnetization of the motor. Thermal overload could
also be a result of using a low impedance electrical source in an existing
power tool, as the new batteries may be designed to run longer and harder
than what the original cordless tool system was designed.

[0012] Accordingly, different protection controls may need to be in place to
address potential fault conditions that could occur in high power battery packs
that are adapted for use with both existing cordless power tools, and
developing lines of power tools that are manufactured for use with these
higher power battery packs. In particular, protection controls need to be
developed to handle fault conditions such as over-charge, over-discharge,
over-current, over-temperature and cell imbalance which could occur in one or
more cells of a battery pack (such as a Li-ion or NiCd pack), so as to prevent
internal or external damage to the pack, an attached device such as a charger

or tool or to a user in the vicinity of a pack connected to a charger or tool.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
[0013] In a cordless power tool system including a battery pack, exemplary
embodiments of the present invention are directed to protection methods,
protection arrangements and/or devices designed to protect against fault
conditions in the battery pack operatively attached to the power tool or
charger, so as to prevent internal or external damage to the battery pack or

attached tool or charger. The exemplary methods, circuits and devices
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address fault conditions in the battery pack such as over-charge, over-

discharge, over-current, over-temperature, etc.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0014] The exemplary embodiments of the present invention will become
more fully understood from the detailed description given herein below and
the accompanying drawings, wherein like elements are represented by like
reference numerals, which are given by way of illustration only and thus are
not limitative of the exemplary embodiments of the present invention.
[0015] FIG. 1 illustrates a partial block diagram of a protection circuit
arrangement in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.
[0016] FIG. 2 illustrates a partial block diagram of a protection circuit
arrangement in accordance with another exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.
[0017] FIG. 3A is a block diagram illustrating components and connections
between an exemplary battery pack and an exemplary battery charger in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
[0018] FIG. 3B is a block diagram illustrating components and connections
between an exemplary battery pack and an exemplary power tool in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
[0019] FIG. 4 is a partial block diagram of connections between a battery
pack and charger to illustrate over-charge protection in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
[0020] FIG. 5 is a partial block diagram of connections between a battery
pack and charger to illustrate over-charge protection in accordance with
another exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
[0021]} FIG. 6 is a graph of voltage versus time to illustrate an automatic
shutdown for over-discharge protection invoked by a protection circuit in

accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
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[0022] FIG. 7 is a graph of voltage versus time to illustrate a modified
threshold for over-discharge protection in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

[0023] FIGS. 8A and 8B illustrate exemplary devices used for over-current
protection in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

[0024] FIG. 9 illustrates a device providing over-temperature protection in
accordance with the exemplary embodiments of the present invention.
[0025] FIG. 10 illustrates a connection arrangement for a thermistor in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

[0026] FIG. 11 is a flow diagram illustrating a method of alerting an operator
of a power tool of an impending fault condition in the battery pack.

[0027] FIG. 12 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary arrangement for
determining SOC and varying motor current switching frequency in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

[0028] FIG. 13A is an isometric view of a single laminate battery cell.
[0029] FIGS. 13B and 13C illustrate a device for protecting against an
overcharge condition in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

[0030] FIGS. 14A and 14B illustrate a device for protecting against an
overcharge condition in accordance with another exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

[0031] FIGS. 15A and 15B illustrate a device for protecting against an
overcharge condition in accordance with another exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

[0032] FIGS. 16A and 16B illustrate a device for protecting against an
overcharge condition in accordance with another exemplary embodiment of

the present invention.

NOCO Exhibit 2005
ADC v. NOCO
IPR2024-00671
Page 1122



WO 2005/038952 PCT/US2004/032945

[0033]FIGS. 17-19 illustrate exemplary cordless power tools of a cordless
power tool system in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the

present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS
[0034] With general reference to the drawings, a system of cordless power
tools constructed in accordance with the teachings of exemplary
embodiments of the present invention is illustrated. Exemplary cordless power
tools of the system are shown to include, by way of examples, a circular
power saw 10 (FIG. 17), a reciprocating saw 20 (FIG. 18) and a drill 30 (FIG.
19). The tools 10, 20 and 30 each may include a conventional DC motor (not
shown) adapted to be powered by a power source having a given nominal
voltage rating. In the exemplary embodiments, the tools 10, 20 and 30 may be
driven by a removable power source having a nominal voltage rating of at
least 18 volts. It will become evident to those skilled that the present invention
is not limited to the particular types of tools shown in the drawings nor to
specific voltages. In this regard, the teachings of the present invention may be
applicable to virtually any type of cordless power tool and any supply voltage.
[0035] With continued reference to the drawings, the removable power
source which may be embodied as a battery pack 40. In the exemplary
embodiments illustrated, the battery pack may be a rechargeable battery pack
40. Battery pack 40 may include a plurality of battery cells connected in
series, and/or a plurality of serially-connected strings of cells, in which the
strings are in parallel with one another. For purposes of describing the
exemplary embodiments of the present invention, battery pack 40 may be
composed of cells having a lithium-ion cell chemistry. As the exemplary
embodiments are directed to the cordless power tool environment, which
requires power sources having much higher voltage ratings than conventional

low voltage devices using Li-ion battery technology, (such as laptop
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computers and cellular phones) the nominal voltage rating of the battery pack
40 may be at least 18V.

[0036] However, pack 40 may be composed of cells of another lithium-based
chemistry, such as lithium metal or lithium polymer, or other chemistry such
as nickel cadmium (NiCd), nickel metal hydride (NiMH) and lead-acid, for
example, in terms of the chemistry makeup of individual cells, electrodes and
electrolyte of the pack 40.

[0037] FIG. 1 illustrates a partial block diagram of a protection circuit
arrangement in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 1 illustrates a portion of a battery circuit and in particular
illustrates an individual protection device 102 for each cell 105 of a battery
pack such as battery pack 40 in FIGS. 17-19. In FIG. 1, each protection
device 102 may be adapted to perform a current limiting function. In an
example, the protection devices 102 may be embodied as thermistor devices,
where a thermistor device is part of or contained inside the cell.

[0038] A thermistor is a term used to describe a range of electronic
components whose principle characteristic is that their electrical resistance
changes in response to changes in their temperature, a ‘thermally sensitive
resistor’. Thermistors may be further classified as 'Positive Temperature
Coefficient’ devices (PTC devices) or 'Negative Temperature Coefficient’
devices (NTC devices). PTC devices are devices whose resistance increases
as their temperature increases. NTC devices are devices whose resistance
decreases as their temperature increases. NTC thermistors are typically
manufactured from proprietary formulations of ceramic materials based on
transition metal oxides.

[0039] In FIG. 1, the protection devices 102 may be embodied as PTC
devices, which may protect the string of cells from thermal overload. If any
cell becomes hot, the PTC device within that cell increases in resistance to
limit the current through the entire string. This method of protection of battery
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cells may have a drawback in that it requires many devices (PTC’s in this
example) performing a current limiting function as protection device 102.
[0040] FIG. 2 illustrates a partial block diagram of a protection circuit
arrangement in accordance with another exemplary embodiment of the
present invention. An alternative approach to using multiple protection devices
102 is to include a dedicated protection circuit 210 for each cell that senses
one or more battery pack parameter in a pack such as battery pack 40, for
example. These parameters include, but are not limited to current,
temperature, voltage and impedance through the pack. A protection circuit
210 may be operatively connected to a corresponding driver circuit 220. The
level-shifting circuits 220 may be connected to a plurality of AND gates
(shown by box 230) to link the protection circuit(s) 210 to a master device 240
which performs a current limiting or current interrupting function. If any
protection circuit detects a problem it can change from an output high to an
output low state. The AND gates ensure that all protection circuit outputs are
high (OK) to turn master device 240 on. Additionally, it is envisioned that the
reverse logic could be used with the protection devices output to be normally
low and using NOR gates instead. The master device 240 may be embodied
as semiconductor device such as a metal-oxide semiconductor field effect
transistor (MOSFET), as shown in FIG. 2. Accordingly, if a battery pack has
multiple cells 105 in series, then an exemplary configuration envisions a set of
protection circuits 210 (apportioned one per cell) connected to and controlling
a master device 240 that enables/disables current flow, such as a MOSFET.
[0041] As discussed above, using multiple, dedicated protection circuits 210
may require a corresponding level-shifting circuit 220 that drops the voltage
changes from the highest potential cells down to normal levels to switch the
master semiconductor device 240, as shown in FIG. 2 for example. If
monitoring each cell is excessive, then groups of cells or the entire battery
pack may be monitored with a single protection circuit 210 and a single
master device 240 for limiting or interrupting current.
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[0042] FIG. 3A is a block diagram illustrating components and connections
between an exemplary battery pack and an exemplary battery charger in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 3A
is merely an exemplary circuit configuration and is provided as a context for
more clearly describing the various protection methods, circuits and devices in
accordance with the exemplary embodiments.

[0043] Referring to FIG. 3A, battery pack 100 may include a plurality of
battery cells 105 connected in series (six shown for simplicity, pack 100 could
include more or less than six cells or may be composed of serial strings of
cells with the serial strings in parallel with each other). For purposes of
describing the exemplary embodiments of battery pack 100 may be
composed of cells having a lithium-ion cell chemistry. As the exemplary
embodiments are directed to the cordless power tool environment, which
requires much higher voltage ratings than conventional devices using Li-ion
battery technology, the nominal voltage rating of the battery pack 100 may be
at least 18V.

[0044] Thus, battery pack 100 in FIG. 3A (and in FIG. 3B) may be applicable
to and/or designed for cordless power tool systems comprising at least a
cordless power tool, the battery pack and a charger. Pack 100 may be
understood as a removable power source for high-power, power tool
operations. In an example, battery pack 100 may have a nominal voltage
rating of at least 18 volts and/or have a maximum power output of at least
about 385 Watts. However, it should be evident to those skilled in the art that
the present invention is not necessarily limited to the particular types of tools
shown in FIGS. 17-19 nor to specific voltage ratings and/or power output
specifications described above.

[0045] Pack 100 may further be composed of cells of another lithium-based
chemistry, such as lithium metal or lithium polymer, or other chemistry such
as nickel cadmium (NiCd), nickel metal hydride (NiMH) and lead-acid, for
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example, in terms of the chemistry makeup of individual cells, electrodes and
electrolyte of the pack 100.

[0046] In FIG. 3A, seven terminal (terminals 1-7) are shown. However, the
exemplary embodiments should not be limited to this terminal configuration,
as more or less terminals could be included depending on the desired
information passed between, or parameters monitored by, the pack 100 or
charger 150.

[0047] The pack 100 may also include a Pack ID 110 connected to an output
terminal (terminal 1) for identification of the pack 100 when inserted into a
charger 150. The Pack ID 110 may include the model number, version, cell
configuration and the battery type (chemistry), such as lithium-ion, NiCd or
NiMH, for example. The Pack ID 110 may be embodied as one or more
communication codes received from output terminal 1 of the battery pack 100
by an asynchronous full duplex communication system in the pack 100, such
as is described in U.S. Patent No. 5,680,027 to Hiratsuka et al. However, this
is only one example, as the pack ID 110 may also be embodied by an ID
resistor, LED display that displays identification data of the pack, serial data
sent upon engagement and sensed by the tool/charger via terminal 2 for
example, and/or a field in an frame of data sent over an air interface to the
tool/charger, etc.

[0048] The pack 100 may further include one or more temperature sensors
120. Temperature sensor 120 may be embodied as NTC or PTC thermistors,
Temperature sensing Integrated Circuits, or thermocouples. The temperature
sensor 120 may communicate the temperature inside the battery pack 100 to
intelligence in the battery pack 100 and/or to intelligence in a connected
charger 150, for example, via terminal 3. As the function of such temperature
sensors are known, a detailed explanation of functional operation is omitted
for purposes of brevity. Power connections for charging and discharging are

represented as terminals 1 and 7.
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[0049] A battery electronic control unit 125 may be responsible for the
protection of the cells 105 for any fault condition exposed on the terminals by
the user (via charger 150, an attached tool, and/or due to user tampering).
The battery electronic control unit 125 may be embodied in hardware or
software as a digital microcontroller, a microprocessor or an analog circuit, a
digital signal processor or by one or more digital ICs such as application
specific integrated circuits (ASICs), for example.

[0050] The discharge current and charge current can be clamped or
discontinued by the use of semiconductor devices 130a (discharge FET) and
130b (charge FET), under the control of battery electronic control unit 125.
The battery electronic control unit 125 may be powered by an internal power
supply 135 as shown, and the semiconductor devices 130a and 130b may be
linked through a driver circuit 140.

[0051] Battery pack 100 may further include a current sensor 145 which
senses current and provides a signal to battery electronic control unit 125.
Current sensor 145 may be embodied as known components for current
sensors, such as a shunt resistor, current transformer, etc. which may provide
a signal representing sensed current in pack 100 to battery electronic control
unit 125. Semiconductor devices 130a may include a pull down resistor 147
which acts to bypass the semiconductor device 130a when device 130a is off
and the pack 100 is dormant.

[0052] Pack 100 may also include a voltage monitor circuit 115. Voltage
monitor circuit 115 may be embodied by any known voltage monitor circuit, for
example, and may be configured to sense individual cell voltage and/or sense
total pack voltage of the string of cells 105 (‘stack voltage’) to provide a signal
representing the individual cell or stack voltage to battery electronic control
unit 125. As a variant, and instead of a single voltage monitor circuit 115
configured to sense both individual cell and total stack voltage, pack 100
could include a voltage monitor circuit as shown in FIG. 3A, comprising a first

plurality of voltage monitor circuits (shown generally as 115A) for sensing
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individual cell voltage and a second voltage monitor circuit 115B for sensing
total stack voltage of the cells 110, for example.

[0053] Referring back to FIG. 2, for example, protection circuit 210 may
include at least battery electronic control unit 125, current sensor 145, a
voltage monitor circuit 115 and temperature sensor 120, and optionally may
further include pack ID 110 and an internal power supply such as power
supply 135. Driver circuit 140 may be analogous to driver circuit 220 in FIG. 2
and semiconductor devices 130a and 130b may singly or together represent a
master device 240 having a current limiting/interrupting functionality under the
control of the protection circuit 210.

[0054] Referring to FIG. 3A, during discharge, the battery electronic control
unit 125 may output pulse width modulation (PWM) control signals to drive the
driver circuit 140. For example, a pulsing semiconductor (pulse width
modulator (PWM)) is commonly used in the electronics industry to create an
average voltage that is proportional to the duty cycle. PWM is modulation in
which the duration of pulses is varied in accordance with some characteristic
of the modulating signal. Alternatively pulse frequency modulation could be
used to create this average voltage. In either case, the semiconductor
devices 130a and 130b (which may be embodied as a discharge FET and
charge FET respectively) may be switched between ON and OFF states to
create an average voltage that is proportional to the duty cycle at which it is
switched.

[0055] During discharge, the driver circuit 140 level shifts the PWM output of
battery electronic control unit 125 to drive the gate of semiconductor device
1304, cycling the semiconductor devices 130a on and off depending on
sensed conditions. Since the semiconductor device 130b is reverse-biased,
the device 130b passes current with only a diode drop in voltage. If the
current were at 20 Amps and device 130b had a forward voltage of 0.6 Volts
the power loss would be only 12 watts. If lower losses are desired, the battery
electronic circuit 125 may output a state to the driver circuit 140 which
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commands the semiconductor device 130b to remain on during the PWM
action on semiconductor device 130a. Now, the power lost into device 130b
would be its on resistance time the current squared (I°Ron). Today's
MOSFETSs typically have an on-resistance (Ron) of 10 milliohms, so at 20
Amps the power loss would only be 4 watts. The result is a controlled
discharge and lower losses through the semiconductor device.

[0056] During charge, the reverse logic can be applied. Semiconductor
device 130a is reversed-biased with respect to current flow and even though it
conducts in the OFF state, device 130a should remain ON for the least
amount of losses. Semiconductor device 130b may control the charge current
based on information from the battery electronic control 125 going through the
driver circuit 140. The component arrangement that comprises driver circuit
140 is known in the art and is not described herein for reasons of brevity.
[0057] When battery pack 100 is connected to charger 150, a charger
electronic control unit 155 in the charger 150 may be powered from the
battery’s internal power supply 135 through terminals 1 and 6. This is only an
exemplary connection scheme, as other means for powering the charger
electronic control unit 155 can be employed. The charger 150 could have its
own supply or derive it directly from the battery voltage. The charger
electronic control unit 155 may also be embodied in hardware or software as
a digital microcontroller, microprocessor, analog circuit, digital signal
processor, or by one or more digital ICs such as application specific
integrated circuits (ASICs), for example. Battery and charger data and control
information may be exchanged through serial data paths on terminals 4 and 5.
The charger electronic control unit 155 may drive a power controller 160 with
a set voltage and a set current to deliver the desired voltage and current from
a power source 165 to the battery pack 100 via terminals 1 and 7.

[0058] FIG. 3B is a block diagram illustrating components and connections
between an exemplary battery pack and an exemplary power tool in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 3B
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is merely an exemplary circuit configuration and is provided as a context for
more clearly describing the various protection methods, circuits and devices in
accordance with the exemplary embodiments. The battery pack and tool
configuration of FIG. 3B may be applicable to the exemplary cordless tool
systems, and equivalents, in any of FIGS. 17-19. In FIG. 3B, a ’smart’ power
tool 170 is illustrated, it being understood that battery pack 100 may be
adapted for powering a ‘dumb’ power tool, i.e., a power tool without an
intelligent device or microelectronic component control such as a
microprocessor.

[0059] Referring to FIG. 3B, power tool 170 may be powered from the
internal battery power supply 135 via terminals 1 and 6. The tool 170 may
include a mechanical switch 175 that pulls terminal 7 high when the
semiconductor device 130a (discharge FET) is off. If semiconductor device
130a is left off while the battery pack 100 is dormant, the voltage at terminal 7
is low because of the pull down resistor 147. This resistor value should have
a substantially high resistance since it acts to bypass the semiconductor
device 130a. With this pull down resistor 147 in place and the semiconductor
device 130a in the off state, the voltage at terminal 7 remains low until a
switch 175 in tool 170 is activated. The result is that power terminal 7
immediately increases in voltage and the signal through power terminal 7
could be used to wake the battery pack 100 from a dormant mode of
operation. Tool 170 may include a tool electronic control unit 180. Tool
electronic control unit 180 may also be embodied in hardware or software as
a digital microcontroller, microprocessor, analog circuit, digital signal
processor, or by one or more digital ICs such as application specific
integrated circuits (ASICs), for example.

[0060] The tool electronic control unit 180 may be programmable so as to
read a trigger position of a trigger 181 and report the trigger position to the
battery electronic control unit 125 via serial data paths at terminals 4 and 5.
Based on the trigger position data, the battery electronic control unit 125 may
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vary the PWM duty cycle through semiconductor device 130a to obtain the
desired motor speed in tool motor 190. While semiconductor device 130a is
off, a diode 195 in the tool 170 may re-circulate residual inductive motor
current to prevent voltage spikes from occurring therein. The
forward/reversing switch 185 is typical for cordless tools and will not be
described here.

[0061] A dumb tool (not shown) may just have a trigger 181 configured as a
potentiometer and connected to one of terminals 1, 4 or 5, and to terminal 6.
The battery electronic control unit 125 may recognize the lack of serial data
communications and perform an analog analysis of the voltage at terminals 4
or 5. Based on the analysis, the battery electronic control unit 125 may send
PWM control signals via driver circuit 140 to cause semiconductor device
130a to switch at the desired duty cycle, so as to create an intended motor
speed. Even dumber tools could exist as on/off tools. These tools require
only the connection to terminals 1 and 7 for operation.

Qver-charge Protection

[0062] There are two basic types of battery chargers used for recharging
battery packs: trickle chargers and fast chargers. Trickle chargers are
significantly less expensive than fast chargers; however a trickle charger
requires approximately a 1/2 day for recharging a battery pack. A fast charger
can recharge a battery pack within about an hour. An over-charge fault
condition may occur because of some fault condition or system failure in
either the charger or battery pack. Typically, a protection circuit in the battery
pack can detect an over-charge fault condition by monitoring voltage acrdss
the battery pack. During charge, the voltage reaches a particular threshold.
The charger thus considers the battery pack 'fully charged’ and the charge
current is terminated. If the charger was locked-on due to a component
failure, it is desirable for the battery pack to be able to disable the charging
current with its own semiconductor device, such as charge FET
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(semiconductor device 130b) under the control of battery electronic control
unit 125.

[0063] Over-charge control may be provided by use of a charge lock-on
detection circuit (also known as a ‘hardware watchdog circuit’) between the
battery pack and the charger. In general, if the charger locked-on and pulsing
data (e.g., a clock provided from pack to charger via a suitable serial data
path) stopped, then the hardware watchdog may automatically turn off the
current flow.

[0064] A conventional hardware watchdog circuit is typically located in the
charger. This circuit monitors the charge current and looks for a 10ms current
off reset pulse in the charging current. In a typical charging scenario, a
microprocessor in the charger (such as charger electronic control unit 155)
may generate this reset pulse using the charge control line Icrg.. In an
abnormal situation (e.g., the charger microprocessor has locked the current
solid on or the charger power supply has locked the current solid on), the
hardware watchdog circuit would timeout and turn the charge current off using
a charge FET. However, in the conventional arrangement, it is still possible to
overcharge the battery pack if the microprocessor in the charger were to
contihual|y generate the reset pulse without ever terminating the fast charge
(due to improper microprocessor behavior, for example).

[0065] FIG. 4 is a partial block diagram of connections between a battery
pack and charger to illustrate over-charge protection in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 4 seven terminals
and six battery cells are shown for convenience, it being understood that more
or less terminals and battery cells could be illustrated in the exemplary
embodiment.

[0066] In FIG. 4, battery pack 100 includes at least a battery electronic
control unit 125, semiconductor device 130b (such as charge control FET)
and temperature sensor 120. The temperature sensor 120 may be embodied
as an internal NTC thermistor, for example. The charger 150 may include at
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least charger electronic control circuit 155, a charge FET 157 and a hardware
watchdog circuit 158.

[0067] The battery electronic control unit 125 may receive a battery
temperature value from the internal NTC thermistor and may communicate
this information via serial data paths at terminals 3 and/or 4 to the charger
electronic control unit 155. In the event of an extreme battery temperature due
to an overcharge condition, the charge current may be terminated by the
battery electronic control circuit 125 sending a PWM control signal or pulse,
via driver circuit 140, to turn semiconductor device 130b off. Alternatively, this
control signal may be sent via serial data paths at terminals 3 and/or 4 to
charger electronic control circuit 155 to turn off the charge FET 157 in the
charger 150. However, it may still be possible to overcharge the battery pack
100 in the event of a two-point failure — a shorted semiconductor device 130b
(charge control FET) in the battery pack 100 and improper unit behavior in
one of the battery electronic control unit 125 or charger electronic control unit
155. _

[0068] The dotted arrowhead lines in FIG. 4 show a hardware watchdog
circuit 158 (hereafter watchdog 158) having multiple reset inputs. In addition
to monitoring the charge current reset pulse, watchdog 158 also monitors the
serial communications clock path (through terminal 3) as a reset pulse. If any
of these reset pulses did not occur, the watchdog would timeout and turn the
charge current off. It may still be possible to overcharge the battery pack 100
in the event of a 2 point failure—a shorted charge control FET (e.g., device
130b) in the battery pack 100 and improper unit behavior in one of the battery
electronic control unit 125 or charger electronic control unit 155.

[0069] In addition to monitoring the charge current reset puise, watchdog
158 also monitors the pack temperature at temperature sensor 120 (such as
an NTC thermistor) directly to sense an overcharge condition. In FIG. 4, a
shorted battery charge control FET (semiconductor device 130b) and any

failures in the battery electronic control unit 125 or charger electronic control
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unit 155 would not affect the watchdog’'s 158 ability to monitor the pack
temperature for sensing and terminating an overcharge condition.

[0070] In addition to monitoring the charge current reset pulse, watchdog
158 could also monitor the individual cell voltages using circuits 415A and
terminal 6 to sense an over voltage condition which would indicate an
overcharge condition. In FIG. 4, a shorted battery charge control FET
(semiconductor device 130b) and any failures in the battery electronic control
unit 125 or charger electronic control unit 155 would not affect the watchdog’s
158 ability to monitor the individual cell voltages for sensing and terminating
an overcharge condition.

[0071] In addition to controlling the hardware watchdog, the voltage monitor
circuits 415A used for monitoring the individual cell voltages could also
directly control the charge FET 130b in the battery pack 100 through the
driver circuit140 and/or directly control the charge FET in the charger (157)
through the AND logic (151) and terminal 6. This is shown by the dotted lines
between voltage monitor circuits 415A and driver circuit 140. This control
would allow circuits 415A to stop an overcharge condition due to overvoltage
of the individual cells.

[0072] In addition to monitoring the charge current reset pulse, watchdog
158 could also monitor the battery stack voltage using voltage monitor circuit
415B and terminal 7 to sense an overvoltage condition which would indicate
an overcharge condition. In FIG. 4, a shorted battery charge contro!l FET
(semiconductor device 130b) and any failures in the battery electronic control
unit 125 or charger electronic control unit 155 would not affect the watchdog’s
158 ability to monitor the battery stack voltage for sensing and terminating an
overcharge condition.

[0073] In addition to controlling the hardware watchdog, voltage monitor
circuit 415B used for monitoring the battery stack voltage could also directly
control the charge FET in the battery (130b) (see optional dotted line 425)
through the driver circuit (140) and/or directly control the charge FET in the
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charger (157) through the AND logic (151) and terminal (7). This control would
allow voltage monitor circuit 415B to stop an overcharge condition due to
overvoltage of the entire battery stack voltage.

[0074] FIG. 5 is a pattial block diagram of connections between a battery
pack and charger of a cordless power tool system to illustrate over-charge
protection in accordance with another exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 5 omits the voltage monitor circuits 415A and 415B for
purposes of clarity, it being understood that both individual cell voltage and
total stack voltage could be inputs to a hardware watchdog circuit 158’ in FIG.
5, similar to as shown in FIG. 4.

[0075] FIG. 5 is a hybrid of FIG. 4 to illustrate a watchdog 158’ with multiple
inputs. Watchdog 158’ monitors the charge reset pulse, clock reset pulse, and
the NTC signal, cell voltage, and/or battery stack voltage in order to sense a
charge lock-on condition. The charge current could still be shut off even with a
shorted charge control FET 130b in the battery and improper unit behavior in
one of the battery electronic control unit 125 or charger electronic control unit
155, and may reduce the number of terminals needed by sharing the NTC
output terminal with the clock terminal. Accordingly, the exemplary hardware
watchdog circuit(s) in FIGS. 4 and 5 may prevent battery overcharging by
monitoring the condition of both the battery pack 100 and charger 150.
Overcharge prevention remains available even in the event of a two-point
failure such as a shorted battery charge FET and improper microprocessor
behavior in one (or both) of the battery pack 100 and charger 150.

[0076] Determination of an over-charge fault condition can also be done by
other means. If an accurate current measurement is made by a current
sensor in the battery pack (such as current sensor 145) during discharge,
then a coulomb measurement could be made by the battery electronic control
unit 125 to put back in the amount of energy taken out. This could be used in

conjunction with or without the voltage measurement that may be made by a
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protection circuit 210 in the battery pack 100 to detect an over-charge fault
condition.
Over-Discharge Protection

[0077] Various battery technologies can be damaged when discharged in
excess of the manufacturer's recommendations. In accordance with the
exemplary embodiments, the battery pack 100, such as is shown above in
FIGS. 3A or 3B, may include circuitry to prevent current flow when the battery
voltage drops below a given voltage threshold, hence under-voltage lockout.
A protection circuit 210 in the battery pack can sense battery voltage and if
the voltage drops below a given voltage level, the discharge FET
(semiconductor device 130a) is turned off. Battery cells 105 would still be
susceptible to charge, but would not discharge any more. The threshold may
be an absolute threshold set at time of manufacture, for example, or a
threshold that may vary based on a number of given factors.

[0078] FIG. 6 is a graph of voltage versus time to illustrate an automatic
shutdown invoked by a protection circuit in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention. To protect against an over-discharge
fault condition in a battery pack of a cordless power tool system, an
exemplary protection circuit 210 (such as shown in FIG. 2) and/or the battery
electronic control 125 in FIGS. 3A-5, could perform an automatic shutdown of
current in pack 100 if the voltage reached a given threshold.

[0079] An improvement to the aforementioned voltage threshold may be to
combine the threshold with a proportion of discharge current to compensate
for the impedance of the battery pack 100. Basing the threshold on an
absolute level and subtracting a portion of the instant current may provide an
alternative method for under-voltage lockout.

[0080] FIG. 7 is a graph of voltage versus time to illustrate a modified
threshold for over-discharge protection in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention. For the purposes of describing FIG. 7,

the protection current 210 of FIG. 2 or the battery electronic control 125 could
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be configured to make the following calculations and/or perform the automatic
shutdown. FIG. 7 shows an example of a battery pack at 10% state-of-
charge. By adding in a proportion of discharge current to compensate for the
impedance of the battery pack 100, the battery pack 100 is still above a given
discharge threshold of 2.7 volts.

[0081] Forexample, if a 10 amp pulse load is placed on the battery pack
100, the battery impedance would cause the voltage to jump below the
threshold momentarily and return to its resting value when the current pulse is
removed. Even though the battery pack 100 had 10% of charge left, a
protection current would have interrupted current flow. However, if the low-
voltage threshold was partially compensated with current as described in the
previous paragraph, the threshold would be dropped during the heavy current
draw and no shutdown would occur. In other words, the low-voltage threshold
may be varied by subtracting a portion of the instantaneous discharge current
to compensate for pack impedance so as to avoid an unwanted automatic
shutdown.

[0082] Once the impedance of the pack is known, then the portion of the
low-voltage threshold related to current can be calculated. Additional battery
factors that may influence the low voltage threshold may include battery
temperature, battery age, rate of decrease in battery voltage, etc.

Over-current Protection

[0083] FIGS. 8A and 8B illustrate exemplary devices that may be used in the
battery pack for over-current protection in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention. FIGS. 8A and 8B illustrate only a
portion of a battery pack circuit for reasons of brevity. However, the devices
in FIGS. 8A and 8B could be part of the battery pack 100 as shown in any of
FIGS. 3A-5. Another mechanism that can cause cell damage is over-current.
Various electronic switching methods may have a drawback, in that electronic
switches are prone to failing in a short circuit condition. When this happens,

an operator overload the motor of the attached tool. For battery pack circuit
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designs that include separate impedance branches, a device such as a fuse
or fusible link could be used to limit the maximum current through that circuit
branch.

[0084] Fuses generally are not designed to provide overload protection, as a
fuse’s basic function is to protect against short circuits. However, a dual-
element (two-element) fuse or time delay fuse may provide secondary motor
overload protection, although when blown must be replaced, as these fuses
are nonrenewable. Accordingly, such a fuse could represent a secondary
failure and be intended to prevent further operation, for example.

[0085] Thus, a simple fuse as shown in FIG. 8A may be designed to limit the
current through the cells 105, but may also cause permanent damage once its
rating is exceeded. Other devices such as Positive Temperature Coefficient
(PTC) elements and re-settable fuses may be substituted for the fuse in FIG.
8A for over-current protection. As discussed above, PTC devices or elements
are known as protective elements for controlling the current which flows
through circuits to be protected, since their resistance value increases as they
give off heat in over-current conditions. For example, PTC thermistors have
been used as an over-current protection element. When an electronic circuit
gets overloaded, conductive polymers of a PTC thermistor, which have PTC
properties, emit heat and thermally expand to become high resistance,
thereby reducing the current in the circuit to a safe, relatively small current
level.

[0086] Accordingly, if a PTC device such as described above is connected
in series with the battery, the total pack impedance would increase with
increasing current. If substantially low impedance is needed and no
commercially available single PTC device can offer the desired low
impedance and/or current capability, then multiple PTC’s could be connected
in parallel with each other to share the current, as shown in FIG. 8B, for

example.
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[0087] If separate charge and discharge paths or branches are envisioned
in the battery pack, then a thermal fuse such as a PTC element could be
placed on each current path. This would be beneficial in that the charge path
would use a low current device and the discharge path would use a high
current device.

[0088] Proximity placement of a fuse nearer the terminals also may provide
an added benefit of isolating the downstream branch of electrical devices from
a non-isolated charger. If a battery pack 100 were to melt sufficiently to
expose the cells 105 and electronics, the fuses (which would have blown)
near the terminals would provide a disconnect of the exposed metal from the
non-isolated charger output, hence electric isolation to possible preserve
electrical components in an attached charger (or tool). Thus, positioning the
fuse (or PTC element) in FIG. 8A nearer the terminal may provide additional
over-current protection in pack 100.

[0089] Using current sensing measures (such as current sensor 145 of
FIGS. 3A and 3B) and a semiconductor device (such as semiconductor
devices 130a and 130b) to stop current flow once an over-current threshold is
reached may be a desirable method of preventing cell-damage. For example,
current sensor 145 may be adapted to sense pack current to generate a
control signal based on sensed current exceeding a given current limit or
threshold. A semiconductor device having a current limiting or current
interrupting function (e.g., semiconductor devices 130a and 130b) may be
directly connected to the current sensor 145. The semiconductor device may
be adapted to limit or interrupt current based on the control signal received
directly from the current sensor 145 instead of from battery electronic control
125 via driver 140.

[0090] Current sensing could also be coupled with an averaging algorithm if
momentarily high current loads were acceptable but steady state high current
was not acceptable. A suitable current limit or threshold could also be
variable, and proportional, to the temperature of the cells. This may be
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beneficial in that, if the cells were already hot, the maximum current pulled out
would not be sufficient to overheat the internal cell chemistry.
Over-temperature protection

[0091] Some batteries may also be damaged by extreme temperatures
(extreme high or low temperatures) or have reduced performance (i.e.,
reduced voltage and/or current output) due to extreme temperatures. This is
particularly relevant to battery packs having a Li-ion cell chemistry. A battery
temperature threshold may be set to shutdown the battery pack until it cools
below a desired or given temperature. Likewise, a battery temperature
threshold may be set to shutdown the battery pack until it rises above a
desired or given temperature. These thresholds can also be based on a set
limit with a partial dependence on current, voltage, age, and rate of rise or fall
in temperature, for example. As discussed above, one or mbre temperature
sensors may be used for determining the state of the battery pack
temperature.

[0092] FIG. 9 illustrates a device providing over-temperature protection in
accordance with the exemplary embodiments of the present invention. An
over-temperature fault condition in a battery cell may cause permanent
damage. Thus, a protection circuit configured to monitor absolute
temperature may be useful in preventing over-temperature conditions. FIG. 9
illustrates only a portion of a battery pack circuit for reasons of brevity.
However, the devices in FIG. 9 could be part of the battery pack 100 as
shown in any of FIGS. 3A-5.

[0093] As shown in FIG. 9, the protection device 210 may be embodied as a
thermal switch 910 that opens high current contacts 920. These contacts may
be located within the circuit to stop any current flow in or out of the pack 100
until the temperature drops to an acceptable level. These devices may be
typically set to trip at a pre-determined temperature and are usually found in
coffee makers, for example. Once the water in a coffee maker is boiled off
the heating element temperature rises above 212°F. The temperature switch
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senses this and breaks the temperature controlled switch. When the pack (or
a cell) temperature gets too hot, the charge and /or discharge function in pack
100 is disabled.

[0094] Alternatively, a thermally controlled release mechanism could ‘pop’
the battery pack 100 out of the tool 170 or charger 150 and prevent re-
insertion, until the pack 100 has cooled off. This device could be similar to a
“pop-up timer” aimed at a latch mechanism which restrains an ejection device
within pack 100, as will be seen in further detail below. Another device for
protecting against an over-temperature fault condition is the use of a
thermistor. A thermistor may be utilized in the battery pack 100 to monitor
temperature conditions while maintaining full electrical ‘isolation of the
thermistor from the battery cells 105.

[0095] Currently, manufacturers typically may include a thermistor in battery
packs to monitor the temperature of the core pack and to terminate charge in
the event of an over temperature condition. These thermistors have a
connection arrangement in which one end is connected to a terminal going
out to the charger 150, and the other end is referenced to ground by tying to
the negative terminal lead in the battery pack.

[0096] For high power battery packs adapted for use with both existing
cordless power tools, and developing lines of power tools that are
manufactured for use with these high power battery packs, such as Li-ion
battery packs, this above connection arrangement may be problematic, since
the connection arrangement creates the potential for a charge path through
the thermistor. If a small amount of current were passed through the
thermistor, the battery pack could potentially be charged outside the
protection controls and circuitry provided in the pack 100 and charger 150.
This could potentially lead to an inadvertent overcharging of the pack 100, a
potentially hazardous condition.

[0097] FIG. 10 illustrates a connection arrangement for a thermistor in

accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. In FIG.
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10, only the positive and negative terminals of the pack 100 are shown for
clarity. FIG. 10 illustrates only a portion of a battery pack circuit for reasons of
brevity. However, the thermistor in FIG. 10 could be part of the battery pack
100 as shown in any of FIGS. 3A-5. The two leads of the thermistor (Th+ and
Th-) may be brought out of the pack on independent terminals 2 and 3. These
terminals may interface to temperature monitoring circuitry inside of the
charger 150, for example, such as temperature monitoring circuitry of the
charger electronic control unit 155 (not shown in FIG. 10 for clarity). This may
allow monitoring of pack 100 temperature while keeping the thermistor
completely isolated from the charge path in the pack 100. By doing this, there
is no charge path through the thermistor and no potential to overcharge the
battery pack 100 through the thermistor.

Audible/Visual Warning Mechanisms

[0098] Before shutting down the battery power, it may be desirable that
some kind of warning be provided to the operator of a cordiess tool powered
by the attached battery pack. Similar to a scenario when a fault condition
occurs, or is in the process of occurring, in an owner's car, the owner may be
given a warning light on the dashboard for a given duration of time before the
engine breaks down because of the fault condition (i.e., piston damage due to
a lack of oil).

[0099] Both under-voltage and temperature limitations can be used as a cut-
off, i.e., the battery pack 100 ceases to output current once a threshold is
reached. However, before such a fault condition occurs (such as an under-
voltage or over temperature threshold) is reached, a warning mechanism in
either the battery pack or tool may warn the operator that the operator is
approaching an impending operating limit in the pack that may automatically
shutdown battery power in the pack. The warning mechanism could be
audible (with a horn or buzzer) or visible using a desired illumination scheme

such as LEDs, for example.
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[00100] The audible and/or visible warning mechanism may be tied into the
existing circuitry in the pack 100 or tool 170. As discussed above, the
battery pack 100, tool 170 or charger 150 in any of FIGS. 3A through 5 and
may be controlled by intelligence in the pack, tool, charger, etc. Such
intelligence as battery electronic control 125 or tool electronic control 180
could be configured to control warning mechanisms for various impending or
present fault conditions. As an example, a separate audible or visual warning
may be provided to alert the tool operator of an over-discharge condition in
the battery pack 100, an over-current condition in the battery pack 100, and
over-temperature condition in the pack 100 or in the motor 190 of the attached
tool 170, and/or an under-voltage condition in the battery pack 100 due to an
excessive amount of current being drawn from the battery pack 100.

[00101] As discussed above, the warning mechanism before an impending
automatic battery power shutdown is reached could be embodied in many
different forms. The aforementioned audible warnings such as horns,
buzzers, and speaker sounds might be acceptable in some working
environments, but may not be heard by the tool operator in loud
environments. Visual cues such as specified illumination(s) and gauges may
also be missed by the tool operator in extremely dark or substantially bright
work areas.

[00102] An alternative warning mechanism to alert the tool operator may be
embodied in the motor control of the tool motor. In general, an electronic
circuit in one of the tool or battery pack could reduce the maximum power
output capability of the battery pack and produce a “fold back” condition. The
operator would both hear and feel this condition as a 'weakening’ of the tool
performance. The operator would be prompted to back off and avoid an
impending fault condition (e.g., under-voltage, over-temperature, under-
temperature condition, etc.).

[00103] An additional method for alerting the user of an impending fault

condition would be to vary the motor control's pulse width modulation (PWM)
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to create a “warble” effect in the speed of the motor. This mild cyclic change
in motor speed is selected as such it would not adversely affect tool
performance. This method provides the user with both audible and tactile ‘
feedback on the impending fault condition.

[00104] A third method for alerting the user of an impending fault condition
would be to lower the PWM frequency into the audible frequency range and
vary the pitch in a periodic fashion. This will present an efficient warning
mechanism to get the operator’s attention. At the very least, the warning
mechanism gives the operator a sense of warning that they may be able to
finish the current job, but may not be able to move on to another job before
resting or recharging the battery pack to eliminate or overcome the impending
fault condition.

[00105] Any of the above warning mechanisms, either singly or in
combination with one or more of the above warning mechanisms, could
potentially enhance the tool functionality or extend tool and/or battery pack
life. The following details the latter warning mechanism as directed to
providing the aforementioned warbling effect in the motor of the power tool
based on a state of charge in the battery pack.

PWM State of Charge (SOC) Indicator

[00106] The purpose of the PWM State of Charge (SOC) Indicator is to alert
the operator of an impending fault condition which could cause automatic
battery power shutdown, resulting in a 'dead’ battery pack. This may be
accomplished by directly determining SOC information in a motor control unit
that is part of the battery pack circuitry. Based on the SOC information, a
motor control unit in the battery pack would vary the motor current switching
frequency to produce the ‘warbling effect’ in the tool motor that may be heard
and/or physically felt by the tool operator.

[00107] FIG. 11 is a flow diagram illustrating a method of alerting an operator
of a power tool of an impending fault condition in the battery pack. Referring
to FIG. 11, a motor control unit (not shown) in the battery pack may measure
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various battery pack parameters to determine state of charge (SOC)
information in the battery pack at a given time instant (S1110). The motor
control unit may be embodied in hardware or software as a digital
microcontroller or microprocessor or an analog circuit, for example, and/or by
a digital IC such as a digital signal processor or an application specific
integrated circuit (ASIC). Based on the SOC information, the motor control
unit determines a desired motor current switching frequency (S1120) which is
imparted to the tool motor to produce the warbling effect (S1130) to alert the
operator.

[00108] There are a number of ways to evaluate, track and determine the
SOC of the battery pack. For example, battery pack parameters measured by
the motor control unit to determine the SOC information may include battery
pack voltage, Coulomb count (Ahi,- Ahow), total battery pack 100 impedance,
etc. The motor control unit would then decide on a motor current switching
frequency based on the SOC information.

[00109] The motor current switching frequency for the tool 170 motor could be
manipulated in a number of ways to alert the user. Accordingly, adjusting the
motor current switching frequency enables the motor of the tool to
communicate to the tool operator. A switching frequency could be selected in
the audible frequency range, so that the motor would make a noise that is
perceptible by the operator. Exemplary audible frequencies could be a
constant frequency tone emitted by the tool motor, a varying frequency ring
tone, a complex series of multiple frequency tones to mimic a 'voice’ speaking
to the tool operator, for example. Additionally, the motor control unit could
pulse the motor so as to make the tool physically shutter or vibrate in a way
that would let the operator know that the battery packing was running out of
charge, for example, or approaching a fault condition requiring attention.
[00110] Methods of pulse-width-modulating the motor to alert the operator of
an impending fault condition such as a low SOC condition could also be used
to communicate other fault conditions. For example, motor current switching
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frequency could be adjusted to alert the tool operator based on sensed
information related to an over temperature condition in the battery pack, over
temperature condition in the tool motor, over-current condition in the pack
and/or under-voltage condition due to an excessive amount of current being
drawn from the battery pack. Current, temperature and voltage are merely
exemplary measurable parameters that could be tracked for a given fault
condition.

[00111] FIG. 12 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary arrangement for
determining SOC and varying motor current switching frequency in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 12
shows a circuit interface relationship between battery pack 100’ and tool 170’
somewhat similar to FIG. 3B, although only certain components are shown for
reasons of clarity.

[00112] Referring to FIG. 12, IC1, R1, and Q1 contribute to protection circuitry
and cell balancing functionality, as discussed above in reference to several of
the other figures. IC1 could represent the battery pack electronic control unit
125, for example, in FIGS. 3A and 3B. DATAS3 and DATA4 represent serial
data paths to carry serial data between IC1 and IC2; IC2 in FIG. 12 may
represent the motor control unit. For example, DATAS3 could be dedicated to
passing data and control signals between IC1 and IC2, and DATA4 for
sending a clock to synchronize IC1 with IC2 or vice versa.

[00113] The element REG is a voltage regulator that supplies VCC to digital
devices IC2 and IC3. In FIG. 14, IC3 may represent a tool electronic control
unit 180 as described in FIG. 3B for example, with DATA1 and DATA2
representing serial data paths for communication of data and control signals
between IC3 and IC2. SW1 represents the tool switch to pull current from the
battery pack to power motor M1. Resistor R6 and potentiometer R7 make up
a variable speed input for the tool. Each of IC1, IC2 and IC3 may be

embodied in hardware or software as a digital microcontroller or
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microprocessor or an analog circuit, for example, and/or by a digital IC such
as a digital signal processor or an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC)
[00114] Motor control unit IC2 drives the gates of Q5 and Q6 (which may be
embodied as MOSFETS) in order to regulate output voltage of the battery
pack and thereby control motor current that powers the motor M1 of the tool.
IC2 may measure one of more battery pack parameters to determine SOC.
For example, IC2 could monitor battery pack output voltage across nodes N1
and N2, or perform Coulomb counting by monitoring current at shunt resistor
R5 and keeping track of time (via suitable internal clock). Further, IC2 could
also monitor pack impedance by subtracting loaded battery pack output
voltage (when current is flowing) from unloaded pack voltage (recorded before
current draw) and dividing the result by the current measurement taken at R5.
Any of these measurable parameters could serve as a SOC measure. 1C2
would then use this SOC information to determine the appropriate switching
frequency, and control Q5 and Q6 to achieve that switching frequency.
Redundancy

[00115] The features described above are designed to prevent damage to the
battery cells from heavy use or failing components in any part of the control
system in the pack 100, charger 150 or tool 170. By adding a secondary form
of redundancy, the cells may be less likely to experience cell damage. For
example, in FIG. 12, the charger 150 and the tool 170 could also monitor
battery temperature and current through external terminals or
communications. Battery voltage may also be monitored during charge by the
charger 150. It could also be checked by the tool during discharge.

[00116] FIGS. 13-16, in general, illustrate various devices for providing
overcharge protection in extreme cases. In the event that an overcharge
condition fails to be addressed by the above described watchdog circuit of
FIGS. 4 and 5, other current sensory devices, and/or an intelligent device
microprocessor in one or more of the battery pack 100 or charger 150 fails
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(multi-point failures in pack or charger), FIGS. 13-16 illustrate potential
secondary protection for the battery pack 100 and/or charger 150.

[00117] FIG. 13A is an isometric view of a single laminate battery cell, in
which cell 1305 (analogous to cell 105 in any of FIGS. 3A-5) has a tab 1303
(also known as a connector) for connection to an adjacent serially connected
cell. FIGS. 13B and 13C illustrate a device for protecting against an
overcharge condition in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

[00118] FIGS. 13B and 13C illustrate a device which may reduce the
potential for battery cells having a lithium-ion cell chemistry (or other cell
chemistries) from rupturing upon a severe overcharge condition that is
unattended by other protection circuitry in the pack. In general, during an
overcharge event, the laminated lithium-ion battery cells 1305 may exhibit
extensive swelling. If the overcharge continues, this may result in a rupture of
one or more of the cells 1305. This rupture may result in fire and potentially
severe damage to the battery pack 100 attached electrical device (charger
150, tool 170) and/or user of the battery pack 100.

[00119] Accordingly, a battery pack may be designed to take advantage of
this swelling phenomenon. FIG. 13B a side view of a steady-state or normal
condition in the battery pack, and illustrates tab welds 1306 or similar
connections to serially connect the tabs 1303 of adjacent cells 1305 between
positive and negative power terminals of the battery pack 100. As shown in
FIG. 13C, swelling of one or more given cells 1305 in the battery pack 100
may help to prevent a severe overcharge condition from occurring. The
swelling cell(s)1305 creates a tension pressure against its tab 1303, such that
two tabs 1303 may separate at a tab weld 1306. In this example, the an
opening 1308 is formed in the circuit, thus removing or interrupting charge
current to the cells 1305. Thus, as a cell 1305 expands, it pulls the tab
connector 1303 away from an adjacent tab 1303 at the tab weld 1306 to break
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the electrical connection between cells 1305, interrupting current flow in the
battery pack 100.

[00120] FIGS. 14A and 14B illustrate a device for protecting against an
overcharge condition in accordance with another exemplary embodiment of
the present invention. FIG. 14A illustrates a side view of normal or steady
state conditions in pack 100 to illustrate another exemplary protection
arrangement. In FIG. 14A, the cells 1305 may be serially arranged within a
battery housing (shown generally as housing sidewall 1401a and housing
sidewall 1401b, which may include an intermediate housing wall 1401c¢, for
example. A plunger 1408 may be provided between the serially connected
cells 1305 and the intermediate housing wall 1401c so as to protrude into a
recess 1409 through the walls 1401b, 1401¢. In an example, the plunger may
be restrained via a counter force provided by spring 1410, so that there is a
channel 1404 formed between housing sidewall 1401b and intermediate
housing wall 1401c. A lead wire (here shown as a positive terminal wire or
circuit trace), may extend through the channel 1404,

[00121] Referring now to FIG. 14B, showing one cell 1305 in an overcharged
state. As the cell 1305 expands, the expansion force from the cell assists the
plunger 1408 in overcoming the counterforce spring pressure from spring
1410. Thus, plunger 1408 travels into recess 1409 to sever lead wire 1405 as
shown generally at 1415, thereby interrupting charge current to the cells 1405
of the battery pack. Note also that the swelling cell 1305 also causes the tabs
1303 to come apart as shown generally at 1308, providing further redundancy
to sever or break the electrical connections internal to the battery pack.

These protective features may thus prevent rupture of one or more cells in the
pack 100 by interrupting the current flow.

[00122] FIGS. 15A and 15B illustrate a device for protecting against an
overcharge condition in accordance with another exemplary embodiment of
the present invention. FIGS. 15A and 15B illustrate a plunger designed so as

to eject a battery pack from a charger.
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[00123] FIG. 15A is similar to FIG. 14A, thus only differences are discussed
for reasons of brevity. As shown in FIG. 15A, in steady state or normal
operations, plunger 1408 is biased against a counterforce spring pressure of
spring 1410, such that the plunger 1408 rests against a charger housing
sidewall 1501. Charger housing sidewall 1501 abuts sidewall 1401b of pack
100. Lead wire 1405 of the pack and a charger lead wire 1505 are operatively
connected at contacts 1410,1510.

[00124] Referring now to FIG. 15B, as a cell 1305 expands, plunger 1408
overcomes spring 1410 pressure which causes the plunger 1408 to self-eject
the pack 100 from the charger, see gap 1508 between cell housing sidewall
1501 and pack sidewall 1401b. This action breaks contacts 1410 and 1510.
Accordingly, upon a severe overcharge condition, the swelling of the pack in
combination with the placement of the plunger 1408 interrupts charging
current and prevents rupture of the pack by ejecting the pack from the
charger. Note also that the swelling cell 1305 also causes the tabs 1303 to
come apart as shown generally at 1308, providing further redundancy to sever
or break the electrical connections internal to the battery pack. These
protective features may thus prevent rupture of one or more cells in the pack
100 by interrupting the current flow.

[00125] FIGS. 16A and 16B illustrate a device for protecting against an
overcharge condition in accordance with another exemplary embodiment of
the present invention. FIGS. 16A-B are similar in some respects to FIGS.
14A-14B, thus the differences are described for purposes of brevity.

[00126] In FIG. 16A, the charger lead wire or trace 1505 is connected to pack
lead wire at contacts 1405,1505. Unlike in FIG. 14A, charger lead wire 1505
abuts an inside surface a charger housing sidewall 1501. Plunger 1408 and
spring 1410 are as described in FIG. 14A. Referring now to FIG. 16B,
showing one cell 1305 in an overcharged state. As the cell 1305 expands, the
expansion force from the cell assists the plunger 1408 in overcoming the

counterforce spring pressure from spring 1410. Thus, plunger 1408 travels
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into recess 1409 to sever charger lead wire 1505 as shown generally at 1615,
thereby interrupting charge current to the cells 1405 of the battery pack. Note
also that the swelling cell 1305 also causes the tabs 1303 to come apart as
shown generally at 1308, providing further redundancy to sever or break the
electrical connections internal to the battery pack. These protective features
may thus prevent rupture of one or more cells in the pack 100 by interrupting
the current flow.

[00127] The exemplary embodiments of the present invention being thus
described, it will be obvious that the same may be varied in many ways. Such
variations are not to be regarded as departure from the spirit and scope of the
exemplary embodiments of the present invention, and all such modifications
as would be obvious to one skilled in the art are intended to be included within

the scope of the following claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. A protection arrangement within a battery pack for protecting against a
fault condition in the battery pack, the battery pack adapted to power a
cordless power tool and including a plurality of battery cells, comprising:

a plurality of distinct protection devices, each cell having a
corresponding protection device adapted to perform a current limiting function.

2. The arrangement of claim 1, wherein each protection device is embodied

as a thermistor.

3. The arrangement of claim 1, wherein

the cells are serially connected to form a string of cells, and

each protection device is embodied as a positive temperature
coefficient (PTC) that increases in resistance to limit the current through the

entire string, when its corresponding cell reaches a fault condition.

4. The arrangement of claim 1, wherein the battery pack is a lithium-ion

battery pack.

5. The arrangement of claim 4, wherein the lithium-ion battery pack has a
nominal voltage rating of at least 18 volts.

6. A battery pack adapted to power a cordless power tool and including a
plurality of serially-connected battery cells, the battery pack including a
protection arrangement adapted to limit or interrupt current in the battery pack
upon a fault condition that is sensed in the battery pack.
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7. The battery pack of claim 6, the arrangement further comprising:

at least one protection circuit sensing a given battery parameter to
determine the fault condition in one or more of the cells and to generate a
control signal based on an indication of a fault condition; and

a master device having a current limiting or current interrupting
function adapted to limit or interrupt current based on the control signal

received from the protection circuit.

8. The battery pack of claim 6, the arrangement further comprising:

a temperature sensor for sensing pack temperature to generate a first
signal;

a current sensor for sensing pack current to generate a second signal;
and

a battery control circuit adapted to receive said first and second signals
to determine a fault condition in the battery pack and generate a control

signal.

9. The battery pack of claim 8, wherein

the battery electronic control unit sends the control signal to a
semiconductor device operatively connected thereto, and

the semiconductor device has a current limiting or current interrupting
function to limit or interrupt current based on the control signal.

10. The battery pack of claim 6, the arrangement further comprising:

a current sensor for sensing pack current to generate a control signal
based on a sensed over-current fault condition; and

a semiconductor device having a current limiting or current interrupting
function and operatively connected to the current sensor, the semiconductor
device adapted to limit or interrupt current based on the control signal

received from the current sensor.
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11. The battery pack of claim 10, wherein the over-current fault condition
exists if the sensed pack current exceeds a given threshold.

12. The battery pack of claim 11, wherein the current threshold is based on
temperature of the cells.

13. The battery pack of claim 6, the arrangement further comprising:

a battery control circuit configured to monitor battery voltage, battery
current and battery temperature so as to generate a control signal, and

a semiconductor device operatively controlled by the battery control
circuit, the semiconductor device adapted to limit or interrupt current based on

the control signal.

14. The battery pack of claim 13, the arrangement further comprising:

a temperature sensor for sensing cell temperature to output a sensed
signal to the battery control circuit;

a current sensor for sensing battery current to output a sensed signal
to the battery control circuit; and

a voltage monitor circuit for sensing one of individual cell voltage and
total pack voltage of the pack to output a sensed signal to the battery control

circuit.

15. The battery pack of claim 6, the arrangement further comprising:
at least one communication terminal for communicating information to,

and sensing information from, an attached external component.

16. The battery pack of claim 6, the arrangement further comprising:
at least one protection circuit monitoring pack voltage for a potential
over-discharge fault condition in the pack and adapted to perform an
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automatic shutdown of current flow in the pack if the monitored voltage

reaches a given voltage threshold.

17. The battery pack of claim 6, the arrangement further corhprising:

at least one protection circuit monitoring pack voltage for a potential
over-discharge fault condition in the pack and adapted to perform an
automatic shutdown of current flow in the pack if the monitored voltage
reaches a given dynamic voltage threshold,

wherein the dynamic voltage threshold is varied by subtracting a
proportion of instant discharge current from an absolute threshold level to
compensate for impedance of the battery pack and to avoid a spurious
automatic shutdown of current flow, if monitored voltage momentarily drops
below the threshold.

18. The battery pack of claim 6, the arrangement further comprising:

a single PTC device placed in series with the serially-connected cells
within the battery pack as a protection against an over-current fault condition,
the PTC device adapted to increase total pack impedance with increasing

current in the pack.

19. The battery pack of claim 6, the arrangement further comprising:

a plurality of PTC devices placed in parallel with each other within the
pack to form a parallel PTC string, the parallel PTC string placed in series with
the serially-connected cells as a protection against an over-current fault
condition, the parallel PTC string adapted to increase total pack impedance

with increasing current in the pack.

20. The battery pack of claim 6, the arrangement further comprising:
at least one fuse arranged between the cells and a terminal of the
battery pack, wherein the physical placement of the fuse is nearer in proximity
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to the terminal than to the cells, thereby isolating the cells and associated
electronics of the pack from a connected charger or power tool in the event of

an over-current casualty in the pack.

21. The battery pack of claim 6, wherein the battery pack is a lithium-ion
battery pack.

22. The battery pack of claim 21, wherein the lithium-ion battery pack has a

nominal voltage rating of at least 18 volts.

23. The battery pack of claim 6, the arrangement further comprising an
audible warning mechanism configured to alert the user of the battery pack of
an impending or present fault condition in the battery pack.

24. The battery pack of claim 6, the arrangement further comprising a visual
warning mechanism configured to alert the user of the battery pack of an

impending or present fault condition in the battery pack.

25. A method of providing over-voltage protection in a battery pack
removably attachable to a cordless power tool and a charger, the battery pack
operatively attached to the charger charging the pack, comprising:

sensing an over-voltage fault condition in the pack; and

terminating charge current in the battery pack or charger based on the

sensed fault condition.

26. The method of claim 25, wherein terminating includes generating a
control signal in the pack to turn off a semiconductor device in the pack that is
adapted to limit or interrupt current in a charge path of the pack.
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27. The method of claim 25, wherein terminating further includes

generating a control signal in the pack, and

communicating the control signal to the charger to turn off a
semiconductor device in the charger that is adapted to limit or interrupt current
in a charge path of the charger to terminate current flow in the battery pack.

28. A watchdog circuit of a charger, the charger operatively attached to a
battery pack for charging the battery pack, the watchdog circuit monitoring
parameters in both the battery pack and the charger for one or more contro!l
signals from the battery pack or charger to terminate current flow in the
battery pack.

29. The watchdog circuit of claim 28, wherein the parameters include one or
more of battery pack temperature, individual cell voltages, battery stack
voltage, a charge current reset pulse from the battery pack, and a clock reset
pulse from the battery pack, and/or a charge current reset pulse from the

charger.

30. In a charger adapted to charge a battery pack, the charger and battery
pack part of a cordless power tool system, the charger comprising:

a charge current interruption circuit monitoring parameters in both the
battery pack and the charger for one or more control signals from the battery
pack or charger to terminate current flow in the battery pack.

31. The charge current interruption circuit of claim 30, wherein the
parameters include one or more of battery pack temperature, individual cell
voltages, battery stack voltage, a charge current reset pulse from the battery
pack, a clock reset pulse from the battery pack, and/or a charge current reset
pulse from the charger.

42 NOCO Exhibit 2005

ADC v. NOCO
IPR2024-00671
Page 1158



WO 2005/038952 PCT/US2004/032945

32. A battery pack adapted to power a cordless power tool and to be charged
by a charger, the pack including a plurality of battery cells, the battery pack
comprising:

a device that terminates an over-temperature condition in the pack
based on pack temperature or an individual cell temperature exceeding a

given temperature threshold.

33. The battery pack of claim 32, wherein the device further includes

a thermal switch, and

a plurality of high current contacts,

wherein the thermal switch opens the high current contacts when
pack or cell temperature exceeds the given threshold.

34. In a battery pack operatively attachable to a charger, the battery pack
adapted to power a cordless power tool, a device for providing over-
temperature protection in the pack during charging, comprising:

a thermistor;

a first thermistor lead connecting the thermistor to a positive terminal
shared by the pack and charger; and

a second thermistor lead connecting the thermistor to a negative

terminal shared by the pack and charger.

35. The device of claim 34, wherein the positive and negative terminals
connected to the first and second leads interface to temperature monitoring
circuitry in the charger to enable monitoring of pack temperature while
maintaining the thermistor isolated from the charge path in the pack.
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36. A battery pack, the pack operatively attached to a cordless power tool for
powering a motor of the power tool, the battery pack comprising:

a motor control unit for determining at least one measurable
parameter in the battery pack that would indicate a fauit condition; and

a pair of transistors in communication with the motor control circuit,
the motor control circuit controlling the pair of transistors to provide one of

audible or tactile feedback to the user of the tool.

37. In a cordless power tool system including a battery pack removably
attached to a power tool, a method of providing an audible warning in the
motor of the power tool to alert an operator of the tool of an impending fauit
condition in the pack or tool, comprising:

determining at least one measurable parameter in one of the battery
pack or tool, and

providing one of audible or tactile feedback to the user of the tool

based on the at least one determined measurable parameter.

38. The method of claim 37, wherein providing includes adjusting motor
current switching frequency based on the at least one determined parameter
to produce an audible tone in the motor of the tool that warns the tool operator
of the impending fault condition.

39. The method of claim 37, wherein providing includes adjusting a desired
PWM duty cycle of at least one semiconductor device in the battery pack to
produce a warble effect in the motor speed that warns the tool operator of the

impending fault condition.

40. The method of claim 39, wherein adjusting further includes reducing the
PWM duty cycle to produce a weakening of the tool as felt by the tool user to
warn the user of an impending fault condition.

44 NOCO Exhibit 2005
ADC v. NOCO

IPR2024-00671

Page 1160



WO 2005/038952 PCT/US2004/032945

41. A battery pack having over-charge protection, comprising:

a housing,

a plurality of serially-connected cells therein, and

a current interrupt mechanism to interrupt current in the cells that is
triggered upon swelling of at least one cell during an over-charge event.

42. The battery pack of claim 41, wherein
the cells are serially connected between power terminals of the pack
and interconnected to each other via tab connectors, the tab connectors of

adjacent cells connected to each other.

43. The battery pack of claim 42, wherein the current interrupt mechanism is
embodied as at least one tab connector of a swelling cell being pull apart from

at least one tab connector of an adjacent cell to interrupt current.

44. The battery pack of claim 41, wherein the current interrupt mechanism
comprises:

a plunger, and

a spring, the plunger restrained between the serially-connected cells
and a sidewall of the battery housing under a counterforce provided by the
spring, the plunger including a portion that extends partially into a recess
between formed an intermediate wall and an outer sidewall of the battery pack
housing, the recess including a lead wire from the pack electrically connecting
the cells of the pack to a charger,

wherein swelling of the at least one cell assists the plunger to
overcome spring pressure to sever the lead wire in the recess to interrupt

current.

45. The battery pack of claim 44, wherein the cells are serially connected
between power terminals of the pack and interconnected to each other via tab
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connectors, the tab connectors of adjacent cells connected to each other, and
the current interrupt mechanism further includes at least one tab connector of
the at least one swelling cell pulling apart from at least one tab connector of
an adjacent cell to interrupt current.

46. The battery pack of claim 41, wherein the current interrupt mechanism
comprises:

a plunger, and

a spring, the plunger restrained between the serially-connected cells
and a sidewall of the battery housing under a counterforce provided by the
spring, the plunger including a portion that extends partially into a recess, the
recess extending through a sidewall of the battery pack housing and a
sidewall of a charger housing,

wherein a charger lead wire electrically connecting the charger to a
corresponding lead wire of the battery pack extends longitudinally along a
face of the charger housing sidewall and over the recess, and

wherein swelling of the at least one cell assists the plunger to
overcome spring pressure to sever the charger lead wire extending over the
recess to interrupt current.

47. The battery pack of claim 46, wherein the cells are serially connected
between power terminals of the pack and interconnected to each other via tab
connectors, the tab connectors of adjacent cells connected to each other, and
the current interrupt mechanism further includes at least one tab connector of
the at least one swelling cell pulling apart from at least one tab connector of

an adjacent cell to interrupt current.
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48. The battery pack of claim 41, wherein the current interrupt mechanism
comprises:

a plunger, and

a spring, the plunger restrained between the serially-connected cells
and a sidewall of the battery housing under a counterforce provided by the
spring, the plunger including a portion that extends partially into a recess
between formed a sidewall of the battery pack housing and a housing of the
charger,

wherein a lead wire from the cells is electrically connected to a
corresponding lead wire of the charger at a contact interface, and

wherein swelling of the at least one cell assists the plunger to
overcome spring pressure to eject the pack housing from the charger housing,

causing a break in the contact interface to interrupt current.

49. The battery pack of claim 48, wherein the cells are serially connected
between power terminals of the pack and interconnected to each other via tab
connectors, the tab connectors of adjacent cells connected to each other, and
the current interrupt mechanism further includes at least one tab connector of
the at least one swelling cell pulling apart from at least one tab connector of

an adjacent cell to interrupt current.
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Vehicle siarling power source with double-batlery system

Abstract

The invention relates 1o a vehidle starting power source with a double-battery system. A batlery pack of the vehicls starting
power source is composed of a starting battery pack and an snergy-storing hattery, the starling battery pack is only responsible
for starting of an engine, does not power a vehicular slectric device and can independently start the engine, and the energy-
storing battery pack powers the vehicular electric device and can assist in starting when slectric quaniity is sufficient. By the
vehicle starting power source, the problent that the engine cannot be starled due to excessive discharging of batteries can be

pravaniad sffectively.
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L@ B Espacenet

WO2013018538A1 BATTERY MODULE HAVING IMPROVED REUABILITY AND MID-TO-LARGE BATTERY PACK
COMPRISING SAME

z

Applicants: LG CHEMICAL LTD [KR],ROH TAEHWAN [KR],CHOI JUNSEOK [KR],JANG MIN CHUL [KR] SHIN IN CUR
IKR],LEE JIN KYU [KR] KANG DALMO [KR]LKIM YOUIN [KR],KIM SEONGTAE [KR],KIM TAEHYUCK [KR]

inventors: ROH TAEHWAN [KR],CHO! JUNSEOK [KR]LJANG MIN CHUL [KR1,SHIN IN CUR IKRLLEE JIN KYU [KR1LKANG
DALMO [KR]KIM YOUIN [KR] KM SEONGTAE [KR]KIM TAEHYUCK [KR]

Classifications:
PC HOTM10; HOIR/28; HOTHM2/30;
CRC HOTMS0/20 (ERCONLUS): HOTMS0/258 (EP US); HOTMSBH/543 (ERONUS): HOTMSO/579 (EPCN,USY

HOTMS/4E (EBON,USH HOTME220/20 (EP.ON,US); HOTMA/EE1 (EP.USE HOTMA/SET (EPUS);
HOTMBO/10 (ER.CN,USY, HOTMS0/502 (EPUS);

Friorities: KR20110073465A 2011-07-25
Application: KR20120058320W-2012-07-08
Publication: WO2013315538A1-2013-01-31

Published as: CN1036883814; CN1036883018; EP27T38838A1; EPI738838A4; EPZT38838R1; JP20145238334;
JPE8ST7IZ1BZ; KRID130525081; KR2013001258474; US201412738041; USH486854382; WOZ0130155384A1

BATTERY MODRULE HAVING IMPROVED RELIABILITY AND MID-TO-LARGE BATTERY PACK COMPRISING SAME
Absiract

The prasent invention provides a battery module having a plurality of battery cells in sheetform which are sequentially

faminated, in which the battery module is formed from two or more hexahedral cell units, laminated and connectad in series, and
the cell unit consists of two or more battery cells connected in series, and adhered to gach other. Electrade terminals {outermost
slectrode terminals) of the oulermost battery celis from among the cell units are connected 1o an extemnal inputoutput terminal of
the battery module, and have wider vertical cross-sectional areas than remaining the electrode terminals of the batlery celis so

that & break due 1o an exdernal impact can be preventad.
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USB OUTLET CHARGER

FIELD OF THE INVENTION
The present invention relates to an electrical power outlet in a building such as a hotel, office or home.
In a particular form, the invention relates to a power outlet providing an interface for charging

Universal Serial Bus (USB) compatible devices.

PRIORITY

The present application claims priority from Australian Provisional Patent Application No.
2010905218 entitled “USB Outlet Charger” filed on 25 November 2010,

The entire contents of this document are hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Many electronic devices such as mobile phones, mp3 players and digital cameras are charged through
USB ports in either a computer or a USB Alternating Current (AC) adaptor which may be plugged
into a wall socket or power outlet. Charging devices through a USB port on a computer requires the
computer to be switched on and also prevents other peripheral devices such as mice and memory
devices from accessing the port while in use. By using a USB AC adaptor the electronic device may
be charged at a wall socket or power outlet. One portion of the adaptor has AC prongs which engage
into AC receptacles of the wall socket while another portion of the adaptor has a USB port to interface
with a USB connector of an appliance or electronic device to be charged. The disadvantage with this
arrangement is that the USB AC adaptor is a separate component that must be purchased and carried
around and also that the AC prongs will only be suitable for a particular country or region. This leads
to another drawback with using USB AC adéptors in foreign countries, namely that additional AC

adaptors are necessary to engage with sockets found in different areas around the world.

There are also USB wall outlets wherein the USB charger is integral with the power outlet. Having the
USB charger-integral with the power outlet can lead to increased complexity during installation and

costly repair and replacement of parts.

An object of the present invention is to ameliorate one or more of the above described difficulties or at

least provide a useful alternative for charging USB compatible devices.

Other advantages of the present invention will become apparent from the following description, taken
in connection with the accompanying drawings, wherein, by way of illustration and example, several

aspects and embodiments of the present invention are disclosed.

1
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SUMMARY
In 6ne aspect of the invention, there is proposed a Universal Serial Bus (USB) charging module
housing adapted for securement to a surface mountable power outlet, the housing including:
an engaging portion for connecting the housing to a supporting portion of the power outlet;
access means to allow a USB charging circuit to be inserted into the housing; and

an aperture for allowing external access to a USB port.

In one form, the USB charging module housing further includes at least one aperture for receiving

wires carrying mains power.

In one form, the access means to aliow the USB charging circuit to be inserted into the housing is

provided by an aperture in an external face of the housing.
In one form, the aperture is covered by a removable portion.

In one form, the removable portion inciudes at least one aperture for receiving wires carrying mains

power.
In one form, the supporting portion of the power outlet is an integral portion of a grid or face plate.

In another form, the supporting portion of the power outlet is. located in a mounting plate that is

adapted to be connected to the rear of a grid or face plate.

In one form, the housing is connected to the supporting portion of the power outlet from the front of

the grid or face plate.

In one form, the housing is connected to the supporting portion of the power outlet from the rear of the

grid or face plate.
In cne form, the engaging portion of the USB charging module housing includes a plurality of clips
extending outwardly from one or more exterior faces of the housing, said clips for engagement with

one or more surfaces of the supporting portion of the power outlet in a snap fit arrangement.

In one form, the clips have a tapered front face and a substantially vertical rear face.
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In one form, the USB charging module housing has an aperture located on the front face of the

housing for allowing external access to a USB port.

In a further aspect of the invention there is proposed a USB charging module adapted for securement
to a surface mountable power outlet, the charging module including:

a USB port;

a USB charging circuit that is capable of receiving a mains power input;

a housing, said housing including an engaging portion for connecting the housing to a
supporting portion of the power outlet; access means to allow the USB charging circuit to be inserted

into the housing and an aperture for allowing external access to the USB port.

In one form, the USB charging module includes a USB charging circuit with a printed circuit board
(PCB).

In one form, the USB charging module includes a plurality of wires that are soldered directly to the

PCB for connection to mains power either directly or via a switch.

In another form, the USB charging module includes a terminal block mounted on the PCB for

connection to wires carrying mains power either directly or via a switch.
In other embodiments, there are provided screwed terminals for wire termination.

In a further aspect of the invention there is proposed a surface mountable power outlet for allowing a
user to charge a USB compatible device, the power outlet including:

a supporting portion;

a USB charging module including a USB port; a USB charging circuit that is capable of
receiving a mains power input; a housing, said housing including an engaging portion for connecting
the housing to ihe supporting portion of the power outlet; access means to allow the USB charging
circuit to be inserted into the housing and an aperture for allowing external access to the USB port;

a grid or face plate adapted to allow a user to access the USB port;

a connection between the USB charging module and mains power; and

mounting means for mounting the power outlet to a mounting surface.
In one form, the mounting surface is a wall or floor.

In one form, the power outlet further includes a cover plate.
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In one form, the mains power is between about 100-240V alternating current (AC).

In a further aspect of the invention there is proposed a method of installing a power outlet for allowing
a user to charge a USB compatible device as herein described, comprising the steps of:

connecting the engaging portion of the USB charging module housing to the supporting
portion of the power outlet;

connecting the mains power to the USB charging module; and

mounting the power outlet to the mounting surface.

In a further aspect of the invention there is proposed a method of installing a power outlet for allowing
a user to charge a USB compatible device as herein described, comprising the steps of:

connecting the engaging portion of the USB charging module housing to the supporting
portion of the power outlet;

connecting the mounting plate to the rear of a grid or face plate.

connecting the mains power to the USB charging module; and

mounting the power outlet to the mounting surface.

In one form, the power outlet is attached or mounted to the mounting surface by fastening the grid or

face plate to the surface by screws.

It will be understood that the term “comprise” and any of its derivatives (e.g. comprises, comprising)
as used in this specification is to be taken to be inclusive of features to which it refers, and is not

meant to exclude the presence of any additional features unless otherwise stated or implied.

The reference to any prior art in this specification is not, and should not be taken as, an
acknowledgment or any form of suggestion that such prior art forms part of the common general

knowledge of the technical field.

DRAWINGS

Various aspects of the present invention will be described in detail with reference to the following
drawings in which:

FIGURE 1 is a front perspective view of a USB charging module housing according to a first aspect of
the present invention;

FIGURE 2 is a rear perspective view of the USB charging module housing of Figure 1;

FIGURE 3 is a detailed view of part of an engaging portion of the USB charging module housing as

shown in Figure 1,
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FIGURE 4 is a view of a removable cover that fits into the rear opening of a USB charging module
housing;

FIGURE 5 shows an embodiment of a supporting portion of a surface mountable power outlet adapted
to engage with a USB charging module housing;

FIGURE 6 is a detailed view of the mating interface of the supporting portion shown in Figure 5;
FIGURE 7 isa perspccti-ve view of a USB charging module according to an embodiment of a second
aspect of the present invention;

FIGURE 8 is a perspective view of a USB charging module according to another embodiment of the
second aspect of the present invention;

FIGURE 9 is a side view of the USB charging module shown in Figure 8;

FIGURE 10 is an end or rear view of the USB charging module shown in Figure 7 (wires not shown);
FIGURE 11 is a view of a USB charging module engaged with a grid or face plate of a surface
mountable power outlet according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIGURE 12 is a view of a USB charging module engaged with a grid or face plate of a surface
mountable power outlet according to another embodiment of the present invention;

FIGURE 13 is a surface mountable power outlet according to an embodiment of a third aspect of the
present invention;

FIGURE 14 shows a surface mountable power outlet according to another embodiment of the third

aspect of the present invention;

FIGURE 15 is a circuit schematic depicting an embodiment of the AC mains voltage step down and
regulation component of the USB charging circuit;

FIGURE 16 is a circuit schematic of a power conditioning circuit with a DC-DC conveﬁer to regulate
the current and voltage suitable for the USB charging module;

FIGURE 17 is a top view of a USB charging circuit adapted to fit inside the USB charging module
housing of Figure 1; )

FIGURE 18 is a perspective view of the USB charging circuit as shown in Figure 17;

FIGURES 19a-19c depict a sequential series of views of a method of installing a USB charging
module to a surface mountable power outlet according to a fourth aspect of the present invention; and
FIGURE 20 shows a flow diagram illustrating a general method of installing a USB charging module
into a surface mountable power outlet according to a fourth aspect of the present invention.

FIGURE 21 is a perspective view of an embodiment of a USB charging medule suitable for front
entry engagement with a power outlet.

FIGURE 22 is a section view through A-A of the engaging portion of the USB charging module
housing of Figure 23;

FIGURE 23 is a front view of the USB charging module housing as depicted in Figure 21;

FIGURE 24 is a section view B-B of the supporting portion of the grid or face plate depicted in Figure
25;
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FIGURE 25 is a front view of a grid or face plate suitable for engagement with the USB charging
module of Figure 21;

FIGURE 26 shows the USB charging module of Figure 21 to be connected from the front of the grid
or face plate according to an embodiment of the present invention; and

FIGURE 27 shows the USB charging module of Figure 21 to be connected from the front of the grid

or face plate according to another embodiment of the present invention.

In the following description, like reference characters designate like or corresponding parts throughout

the several views of the drawings. -

DESCRIPTION

Referring now to Figures 1-4, there is shown a USB charging module housing 10 according to a first
aspect of the present invention. The housing 10 has an aperture 12 through a front face 11 that is large
enough to provide access for a USB connector to plug into a USB port or socket 50 enclosed within
the housing (see Figure 7). At the rear of the housing 10 (see Figure 2) is an opening or aperture 13
which enables access for inserting a USB charging circuit 60 (see Figure 7) into the housing 10.
Although this embodiment shows the rear of the housing as being open to provide an access means for
the USB charging circuit 60, it is possible that the opening 13 could be located on a different face and
may constitute an entirc face or a part thereof. Figure 4 shows a removable cover 20 that engages with
the rear of the housing 10 to substantially seal the enclosure from dust and ingress. The removable
cover 20 has angled clips 26 and 27 that engage into mating apertures 16 and 15 respectively of the
housing 10 in a snap fit arrangement. The lip of the angled clips 27 are inserted directly into apertures
15 and then the cover 20 is closed by applying force proximate the clips 26 until they snap into
apertures 16, The clips 26, 27 are flexible and resilient so that they may bend sufficiently to allow

fitment into the apertures 15, 16 whereupon they return to their undeformed positions.

In one embodiment, a feature of the housing 10 is the clip interface comprising four clips 14 that are
positioned around the four side faces of the housing 10. These clips form an engaging portion that
connects the housing 10 to a supporting portion 30 (see Figure 5) of a surface mountable power outlet.
The supporting portion 30 may be integral with a grid or face plate of the power outlet or located on a
mounting plate that is adapted to be connected to the rear of a grid or face plate. Figure 3 shows a
detailed view of a clip 14, in particular illustrating a type of clip with a tapered front face 14b and
substantially vertical rear face 14a. These clips are designed to engage with the mating interface 34 of
the supporting portion 30 which is most clearly illustrated in Figure 6. Figure 6 shows detail of a
typical mating intefface 34 which will connect to a USB charging module housing 10. As the housing
10 is inserted into the supporting portion 30, the tapered surface 14b of the clip 14 will engage a

corresponding tapered surface 35 of the supporting portion 30. As more insertion force is applied, the

6
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clip 14 will deflect slightly as it passes the vertical surface 37 of the supporting portion 30. The
substantially vertical rear face 14a of the clip 14 will eventually pass the lowest point of the vertical
surface 37, upon which it reaches the recessed horizontal surface 36 of the supporting portion 30. The
compression force acting on the clip 14 is then released and it deflects back to its undeformed position
and the substantially vertical rear face 14a engages in surface to surface contact with the horizontal
recessed surface 36 of the supporting portion 30 to thereby retain housing 10 to the supporting portion
30. In the embodiment shown in Figure 5, the supporting portion 30 has only two mating interfaces 34
requiring that only two of the four clips 14 be used to connect the housing 10 to the supporting portion
30. In practice, two or more of the clips 14 may be used to secure the housing, and the supporting

portion 30 may also have two or more mating interface 34.

Referring now to Figure 7, therel is shown a USB charging module 40 according to an embodiment of
a second aspect of the present invention. Enclosed inside the housing 10 is a USB port 50 and a USB
charging circuit 60. Wires 70, 71 to be connected to mains power are soldered directly onto a printed
circuit board (PCB) 62 of the charging circuit 60 (see Figure 16). The wires 70, 71 exit the housing 10
through apertures 22 located through the removable cover 20 (see Figure 10). During installation these
wires may be connected to mains power either directly or via a switch, In other embodiments, there

may be simply provided screwed terminals for wire termination instead of a terminal block.

Referring now to Figures 8 and 9, there is shown a USB charging module 80 according to another
embodiment of the second aspect of the present invention. Enclosed inside the housing 10 is USB port
50 and USB charging circuit 60 with a terminal block 65 to be connected to mains power. During
installation, wires carrying mains power either directly or via a switch are connected to the terminal
block 65 to power the USB charging circuit 60. The wires enter the housing 10 through apertures 18

located on one side of the housing 10.

In the USB charging module embodiments described above, the power input to the module is mains

power (also known as household, supply or grid power) supplied between about 100-240V alternating -

current (AC). The USB charging circuit 60 regulates the voltage and steps it down to a usable 4.75-

5.25V direct current (DC) which is typically required to charge many electronic devices.

Referring now to Figures 11-14, there are shown various embodiments of the USB charging module
40 or 80 connected to a grid or face plate of a surface mountable power outlet. Figure 11 shows USB
charging module 40 engaged with a suppoiting portion 30 which is integral with a grid or face plate
100. In one example, the supporting portion 30 is integrally machined into the grid or face plate 100
during manufacture. In other embodiments, the supporting portion 30 is provided as a separate piece

and is attached to the grid or faceplate during or before installation. The grid or face plate 100 can be

7
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constructed from plastic, metal or any other suitable materials. Figure 11 shéws a grid or face plate
100 with two apertures 102 (only one visible iﬁ this view) capable of receiving switches or other
electrical connectors in addition to USB ports. Further, as the USB charging module is modular in
design, it can always be easily interchanged for a switch or aother desired user interface, The grid or
face plate 100 shown in Figure 11 may be adapted in many ways such as providing for AC receptacles
as commonly found in most household power outlets. The grid or face plate 100 is fastened to a wall
by screws or other suitable fasteners through mounting lugs 101. These may be arranged in any

suitable position on the grid or face plate 100 and may vary in quantity.

Figure 12 shows a USB charging module 80 engaged with a supporting portion 30 located in a
mounting plate 200 that is adapted to be inserted into the rear of a grid or face plate 110. In this
arrangement the supporting portion 30 is integrally machined into mounting plate 200. Such a
mounting plate 200 (also known as a base or base plate) in standard power outlets, commonly includes
electrical contacts for AC receptacles, switch mounting and terminals to connect mains power wiring.
The mounting plate 200 is designed to be received by the rear of a grid or face plate 110. As shown in
Figure 12, the mounting plate 200 is fastened to the grid or face plate 110 by screws at mounting
positions 201. The grid or face plate 110 is mounted onto a wall by screws at mounting locations 111,
112 ‘

Figure 13 more specifically shows a surface mountable power outlet 500 according to a third aspect of
the present invention allowing a user to charge USB compatible devices. In this arrangement the USB
charging module 40 or 80 is connected to a supporting portion 30 that may either by integral with the
grid or face platé or located on a mouriting plate adapted to be connected to the rear of the grid or face
plate. In this embodiment the power outlet 500 has a pair of switches and AC receptacles in addition to
the USB charging module 40 or 80. A power outlet 500 such as this allows a user to plug in normal
AC type connectors with power switched on or off and advantageously also prc;vides a user with
access to a USB port 50 for charging electronic devices, If the USB charging module 40 or 80 is wired

directly to mains without a switch then the charging module 40 or 80 is constantly connected to mains

‘power so that when a user connects their device into the USB port; charging will begin automatically.

If the USB charging module 40 or 80 is wired to mains via a switch, then power will not be drawn
until the user engages the switch to an “ON” position. As shown in Figure 14 in another embodiment
of a wall mounted power outlet 510, there is a USB charging module 40 or 80 provided additionally
with LED status lights 55 that indicate whether the device connected to the port is charging or not. In
both Figures 13 and 14 there is also shown a cover plate 90, 91 that is adapted to fit around the
periphery of the power outlet. The dover plate 90, 91 usﬁally snap fits around the grid or face plate and

is provided primarily for aesthetics when the power outlet is mounted to a surface such a wall or floor.
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It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that the surface mountable power outlet embodiments
illustrated in this text are by no means limiting to how the invention may be performed. The geometric
arrangement of switches, AC receptacles, USB ports or other network connection ports may be
customised to suit a particular application. The supporting portion 30 also need not necessarily be
limited to being an integral portion of a grid or face plate or lqcated on a mounting plate' adapted to be
inserted into the rear of a grid or face plate. The supporting portion 30 could be mounted or machined
into almost any structure, including a box or other structural housing. Further, the engaging portion of
the USB charging module housing and supporting portion of the power outlet may be designed with
alternative interfaces to the clip arrangement shown which achieves the principle aim of the invention
in providing a modular USB housing which is aéapted to be installed in a surface mountable power

outlet thereby allowing a user to charge USB compatible devices.

Referring now to Figures 15-19, there is shown the USB charging circuit 60 that receives a 240V AC
mains power input and provides a 5V DC output to the USB port 50, suitable for charging USB
compatible electronic devices. The USB charging circuit 60 comprises the following stages. In the first
stage, shown in Figure 13, the 240V AC mains input is first stepped down using a transformer 61 to
reduce the high AC voltage to a low AC voltage (e.g. 15V, 1.2A). This stepped down AC voltage is
then passed through a rectifier circuit 63 (e.g; bridge rectifier) that outputs a full wave varying
rectified voltage shown as the output across load R,. As shown in Figure 16, this varying voltage is
then smoothed with a capacitor to produce a relatively smooth DC voltage with a small ripple. A
voltage regulator (e.g. 7812 Integrated Circuit (IC)) is then used t'o output a regulated 12V DC output

as will be understood by the person skilled in the art.

In the second stage, an embodiment of which is shown in Figure 16, a DC-DC converter (e.g. Texas
Instruments TPS40210 current mode boost controller) is then used to regulate the output suitable for
the USB charger. The TPS40210 implements a DC-DC single-ended primary inductance converter
(SEPIC) with input and output current regulation, as weli as output voltage regulation implemented by
closed loop feedback control. The TPS40210 ensures that the output voltage of the USB charger is
between about 4.75 and 5.25 V (nominally 5V DC) with an operating current of about 1A and also
prevents overcharging. The voltage input in Figure 16 is the regulated 12V from the first stage, which
is converted to a regulated 5V DC voltage output by the circuit shown. It should be understood that
this is just one example of how a USB charging circuit may be implemented and any other suitable

circuit arrangement may be used.

Referring specifically to Figures 17 and 18 there is shown an embodiment of the physical circuit

layout of the USB charging circuit 60. A double layered PCB 62 is used which provides a compact
9
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and efficient way to house all of the components inside the housing 10. On one layer of the PCB 62
there is mounted the USB port 50, an optional terminal block 65 and the circuit components for the
AC mains voltage step down and first stage regulation (including transformer, capacitors, 7812 IC
voltage regulator and rectifier circuit). On the second layer of the PCB 62 there is provided the power
conditioning circuitry for the USB charger output (including the TPS40210 and various other

capacitors, inductors, resistors and diodes).

In other embodiments, there is provided 2 or 3 or more PCBs over which the circuit components are

arranged, rather than (or as well as) a double layered arrangement.

Referring now to Figures 19a-19c¢ there is shown a sequential series of views of a method of installing
the USB charging module 80 to a surface mountable power outlet according to a fourth aspect of the
present invention. In this embodiment, the mounting surface is a wall 20. In Figure 19a there is shown
the step of connecting the engaging portion of the USB charging module housing 10 to a supporting
portion 30 of the power outlet. Figure 19a shows the USB charging module 80 already having been
engaged with the supporting povrtion 30. Figure 19b illustrates the next step of connecting the mains
pov;/er to the USB charging circuit 60. The USB charging module 80 and grid or face plate assembly is
held in close proximity to a wall opening where the power outlet is to be located. The wiring from the
mains (typically active and neutral wires, with earth optional) is physically connected to the USB
charging circuit 60. The particular embodiment illustrated in Figures 19a-19¢ shows a USB charging
module 80 with a terminal block 65 for terminating the mains wires. The final step in the installation is
to attach or mount the power outlet to the wall 90 as illustrated in Figure 19c. The grid or face plate is
held flat against the wall 90 and screws or other suitable fastening means are inserted through
mounting apertures in the grid or face plate and fastened securely to the wall 90. In another example,

the USB charging module 40 may be connected using wires 70, 71 as previously described.

Figure 20 illustrates a flow diagram of a method of installing the USB charging module 40 or 80 to a
surface mountable power outlet. In step 600, the installer begins with the USB charging module. In
step 601, the engaging portion of the USB charging module housing 10 is connected to the supporting
portion 30 of the power outlet. In step 602, a determination is made as to whether the supporting
portion is located in a2 mounting plate that is not intégral with the grid or faceplate. If the supporting
portion 30 is integral with the grid or face plate, the mains power is connected to the USB charging
circuit 60 and the power outlet is attached or mounted to the mounting surface (which may be a wall
or floor or other appropriate surface) in step 604. If the supporting portion 30 is located in a mounting
plate that is not integral with the grid or face plate, then there is an additional step 603 of connecting

the mounting plate to the grid or face plate.

10
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In step 605, the installer then connects the AC mains power to the USB and then in step the power
outlet assembly is mounted or attached to the mounting surface such as the wail 90 or a floor. In step

606, the resulting product of the method is a surface mounted USB power or charging outlet.

‘Once installation is complete, the power outlet provides an interface to charge USB compatible
devices. The USB charging module 40,80 receives a mains input power between about 100-240V AC
and converts this to a regulated 5V DC output suitable for charging USB compatible electronic
devices. The modular housing 10 enables the power outlet to have interchangeable interfaces to suit
operational requirements. The USB charging module 40,80 may be removed from the power outlet

and replaced with a switch or any other interface without having to replace the entire power outlet,

Referring now to Figures 21-27, there is shown a further embodiment whereby the USB charging
module 40,80 is connected to the supporting portion 130 of a grid or face plate 120 of a surface
mountable power outlet from the front thereby providing a ‘front entry’ insertion option. Whereas
previously described the USB charging module 40,80 is connected into a supporting portion 30 in the
rear of the grid or face plate, it is also desirable to be able to insert the module from the front of the
grid or face plate. It will be appreciated that this connection may be facilitated in many ways, an
example of which is shown in Figures 21-27. Figure 21 generally shows a USB charging module
40,80 which can be connected to mains power as previously described. In one form, the module may
have a clip interface comprising clips 18 as shown in more detail in Figures 22-23. Figure 23 is a front

view of a USB charging module housing 10 showing the location of two clips 18 suitable for front

entry connection of the module. Figure 22 is a sectional view through A-A of Figure 23 providing

detail of a possible clip arrangement. This clip arrangement allows the housing 10 to engage with a
supporting portion 130 of a grid or face plate 120 as shown in Figure 25. Figure 24 shows as a
sectional view through B-B of Figure 25 which generally shows the supporting portion 130 in more
detail. The housing 10 of the USB charging module 40,80 is inserted through aperture 132 of the
supporting portion 130. The clip arrangement facilitates a snap-fit connection between the clips 18 and
the supporting portion 130. As the module is inserted into the grid or face plate, the resilient cl'ips 18
bend slightly as force is applied such that the outer most surface 18b of the clips 18 can pass the inner
most surface 133 of the supporting portion 130.Once engaged, surface 19 of the housing 10 mates with
recessed surface 131 of the supporting portion 130 and surface I 8a of the clips 18 is in contact with

surface 134 of the supporting portion 130,

Figures 26-27 show exploded views of the USB charging module 40,80 and grid or face plate front
entry installation. Figure 26 shows a grid or face plate 120 with two apertures 132 which enables more
than one USB charging module 40,80 to be inserted. Figure 27 shows a grid or face plate 140 with a
single aperture 132 for receiving a USB charging module 40,80 from the front. In addition, Figure 27
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shows a cover plate 145 that is attached or mounted to the grid or face plate after the USB charging
module 40,80 has been connected and screws 146 for attaching or mounting the grid or face plate to a

surface such as a wall or floor.

Although various illustrative embodiments of the present invention have been described in the
foregoing detailed description, it will be understood that the invention is not limited to the
embodiments disclosed, but is capable of numerous rearrangements, modifications and substitutions

without departing from the scope of the invention as set forth and defined by the following claims.
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CLAIMS:

10.

A Universal Serial Bus (USB) charging module housing adapted for securement to a surface
mountable power outlet, the housing including: '

an engaging portion for connecting the housing to a supporting portion of the power
outlet;

access means to allow a USB charging circuit to be inserted into the housing; and

an aperture for allowing external access to a USB port.

The housing according to claim | further including at least one aperture for receiving wires

carrying mains power,

The housing according to claim | wherein the access means is provided by an aperture in an

external face of the housing.
The housing according to claim 3 wherein the aperture is covered by a removable portion.

The housing according to claim 4 wherein the removable portion includes at least one aperture

for receiving wires carrying mains power.

The housing according to claim 1 wherein the supporting portion of the power outlet is an

integral portion of a grid or face plate.

The housing according to claim 1 wherein the supporting portion of the power outlet is located

in a mounting plate that is adapted to be connected to the rear of a grid or face plate.

The housing according to claim 1 wherein said housing is connected to the supporting portion

of the power outlet from the front of the grid or face plate.

The housing according to claim 1 wherein said housing is connected to the supporting portion

of the power outlet from the rear of the grid or face plate.

The housing according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the engaging portion
includes:

a plurality of clips extending outwardly from one or more exterior faces of the
housing, said clips for engagement with one or more surfaces of the supporting portion of the

power outlet in a snap fit arrangement.
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13.

14,

s,

16.

17.

18.

The housing according to claim 10 wherein the clips have a tapered front face and a

substantially vertical rear face,

The housing according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the aperture for allowing

external access to a USB port is located on a front face of the housing.

A Universal Serial Bus‘(USB) charging module adapted for securement to a surface
mountable power outlet, the charging module including:

a USB port;

a USB charging circuit that is capable of receiving a mains power input;

a housing, said housing including an engaging portion for connecting the Housing to a
supporting portion of the power outlet; access means to allow the USB charging circuit to be

inserted into the housing and an aperture for allowing external access to the USB port.

'The USB charging module according to claim 13 wherein the USB charging circuit includes a

printed circuit board (PCB).

The USB charging module according to claim 14 wherein a plurality of wires are soldered

directly to the PCB for connection to mains power either directly or via a switch.

The USB charging module according to claim 14 wherein a terminal block is mounted on the

. PCB for connection to wires carrying mains power either directly or via a switch,

The USB charging module according to claim 14 wherein there are provided screwed

terminals for wire termination.

A surface mountable power outlet for allowing a user to charge a USB compatible device, the
power outlet including:

a supporting portion;

a USB charging module including a USB port; a USB charging circuit that is capable
of receiving a mains power input; a housing, said housing including an engaging portion for
connecting the housing to the supporting portion of the power outlet; access means to allow
the USB charging circuit to be inserted into the housing and an aperture for allowing external
access to the USB port; '

a grid or face plate adapfed to allow a user to, access the USB port;

a connection between the USB charging module and mains power; and
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20,

21.

22,

23.

24.

25,

26.

27,

mounting means for mounting the power outlet to a mounting surface.

The power outlet according to claim I8 wherein the supporting portion is an integral portion

of the grid or face plate.

The power outlet according to claim 18 wherein the supporting portion is located in a

mounting plate that is adapted to be connected to the rear of the grid or face plate.

The power outlet according to claim 18 wherein the USB charging module housing is

connected to the supporting portion from the front of the grid or face plate.

The power outlet accarding to claim 18 wherein the USB charging module housing is

connected to the supporting portion from the rear of the grid or face plate.
The power outlet according to claim 18 wherein the mounting surface is a wall or floor.
The power outlet according to claim 18 further including a cover plate.

The power outlet according to claim 18 wherein the mains power is between about 100-240V
alternating current (AC). ‘
A method of installing a power outlet for allowing a user to charge a USB compatible device,
the p;)wer outlet according to claim 18, comprising the steps of:

connecting the engaging portion of the USB charging module housing to the
supporting portion of the power outlet,;

connecting the mains power to the USB charging module; and

mounting the power outlet to the mounting surface.

A method of installing a power outlet allowing a user to charge USB compatible devices, the
power outlet according to claim 20, comprising the steps of:

connecting the engaging portion of the USB charging module housing to the
supporting portion of the power outlet;

connecting the mounting plate to the rear of a grid or face plate;

connecting the mains power to the USB charging module; and

mounting the power outlet to the mounting surface.
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28. The method of installing a power outlet according to any one of claims 26 or 27 wherein the
power outlet is mounted to the mounting surface by fastening the grid or face plate to the

surface by screws.
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Abstract
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WO2018003471A1 PORTABLE VERICLE BATTERY JUMP START APPARATUS WITH SAFETY PROTECTION
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PORTABLE VEHICLE BATTERY JUMP START APPARATUS WITH SAFETY PROTECTION
Absiract

A handheld device for jump starting a vehicle engine includes a rechargeable lithium ion battery pack and a microcontrolier. The
lithium ion battery is coupled to a power osulput port of the devics through a FET smart swiich actusted by the microcontroller. A
vehicle battery isclation sensor connsctad in circuit with positive and negative polarity oulputs detects the presence of a vehicle
battery connscted between the positive and negative polarity outputs. A reverse polarity sensor connecled in circult with the
positive and negative polarity cutpuls delects the polarity of a vehicle ballery connected between the positive and negative
polarity outputs, such that the microcontroller will enable power 10 be deliverad from the lithium lon power pack to the oulput port
anly when a good bhattery is connecied o the oulput port and only when the ballery is connected with proper polarity of positive
and nagative tarminals.
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(12) Gebrauchsmusterschrift

(21) Aktenzeichen: 20 2014 011 413.7 (51) int ClL.:
(22) Anmeldetag: 15.10.2014 HO2H 3/18 (200601 )

(67) aus Patentanmeldung: 10 2014 114 997.1
(47) Eintragungstag: 27.04.2020
(45) Bekanntmachungstag im Patentblatt: 04.06.2020

(30) Unionsprioritat: (74) Name und Wohnsitz des Vertreters:
PCT/US2014/45434 03.07.2014 US TER MEER STEINMEISTER & PARTNER
PATENTANWALTE mbB, 80335 Miinchen, DE
(73) Name und Wohnsitz des Inhabers:
The NOCO Company, Glenwillow, Ohio, US

Die folgenden Angaben sind den vom Anmelder eingereichten Unterlagen enthnommen.

(54) Bezeichnung: Tragbare Starthilfevorrichtung fiir Fahrzeugbatterien mit Sicherheitsschutzvorrichtung

(57) Hauptanspruch: Starthilfevorrichtung zum Boosten oder
Aufladen einer verbrauchten oder entladenen Batterie, die
einen positiven und negativen Batterieanschluss aufweist,
die Starthilfevorrichtung umfasst:

- gine Spannungsversorgung (32);

- einen positiven Batterieverbinder zur Verbindung der Start-
hilfevorrichtung mit dem positiven Batterieanschluss der ver-
brauchten oder entladenen Batterie (72);

- einen negativen Batterieverbinder zur Verbindung der
Starthilfevorrichtung mit dem negativen Batterieanschluss
der verbrauchten oder entladenen Batterie (72);

- einen Leistungsschalter {(15), der Gber eine Schaltung mit
der Spannungsversorgung (32) und den positiven und nega-
tiven Batterieverbindern verbunden ist,

- wobei der Leistungsschalter (15) eingerichtet ist, die Span-
nung von der Spannungsversorgung {32) zur verbrauchten
oder entladenen Batterie (72) ein- oder auszuschalten, wenn
diese mit den positiven und negativen Batterieverbindern
verbunden ist,

- ein Leistungsschaltersteuerungssystem oder eine Leis-
tungsschaltersteuerungsschaltung, die mit dem Leistungs-
schalter (15) verbunden ist und zur Steuerung des Leis-
tungsschalters (15) vorgesehen ist,

- wobei das Leistungsschaltersteuerungssystem oder die
Leistungsschaltersteuerungsschaliung eingerichtet ist, das
Vorhandensein der verbrauchten oder entladenen Batterie
(72) und die Polaritat der verbrauchten oder entladenen Bat-
terie (72) zu detektieren, wenn diese zwischen die positiven
und negativen Batterieverbinder geschaltet ist,

- wobei ...
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Beschreibung
Hintergrund der Erfindung

[0001] Die vorliegende Erfindung bezieht sich im All-
gemeinen auf eine Starthilfevorrichtung fur ein Fahr-
zeugd, das eine verbrauchte oder entladene Batterie
aufweist. Gemall dem Stand der Technik sind Vor-
richtungen bekannt, die entweder ein Paar von elek-
trischen Verbindungskabeln aufweisen, die eine voll-
standig aufgeladene Batterie eines anderen Fahr-
zeugs mit der Fahrzeugstartschaltung des Fahrzeugs
verbinden, das die erschopfte Batterie enthalt, oder
tragbare Starthilfevorrichtungen, die eine vollstandig
geladene Batterie aufweisen, und die mit der Start-
vorrichtung des Fahrzeugmotors iiber ein Kabelpaar
in einer Schaltung verbunden werden kénnen

[0002] Probleme entstanden beim Stand der Tech-
nik, wenn entweder die Drahtbrickenanschliisse
oder -klemmen der Kabel irrtimlich miteinander in
Kontakt gebracht wurden, wahrend die anderen En-
den an eine geladenen Batterie angeschlossen wa-
ren, oder wenn die positiven und negativen Anschlis-
se mit den Anschliissen entgegengesetzter Polung
im zu Gberbrickenden Fahrzeug verbunden wurden,
wodurch ein Kurzschluss verursacht wurde, der zu
einer Funkenbildung und einer potentiellen Bescha-
digung der Batterien und/oder einem Kkorperlichen
Schaden fuhrte.

[0003] Gemall dem Stand der Technik wurden un-
terschiedliche Versuche zur Beseitigung dieser Pro-
bleme unternommen. US 6,212,054 B1, erteilt am
3. Aprit 2001, offenbart eine Batteriestarthilfeeinheit,
die empfindlich auf die Polung reagiert und pas-
sende oder unpassende Verbindungen detektieren
kann, bevor ein Pfad fur den elektrischen Ladungs-
fluss bereitgestellt wird. Die Vorrichtung verwendet
einen Satz von LEDs, die mit durch eine Steuerschal-
tung ausgerichteten optischen Kopplern verbunden
sind. Die Steuerschaltung steuert eine Spulenanord-
nung, die den Pfad eines Leistungsstroms steuert.
Der Steuerschaltkreis lasst einen Leistungsstrom-
fluss durch die Spulenanordnung nur dann zu, wenn
die Kontaktpunkte der Starthilfekabelklemmenverbin-
dungen richtig angelegt wurden.

[0004] US 6,632,103 B1, erteilt am 14. Okiober
2003, offenbart ein adaptives Starthilfekabel, das
durch zwei Klemmenpaare verbunden ist, wobei die
beiden Klemmenpaare jeweils an zwei Batterien an-
geschlossen sind, um Strom von einer Batterie zu
einer anderen Batterie zu Ubertragen. Das adapti-
ve Starthilfekabel enthalt eine mit jeder Klemmme ver-
bundene Polungsdetektionseinheit, eine Schaltein-
heit und eine Stromdetektionseinheit, die beide zwi-
schen den beiden Klemmenpaaren vorhanden sind.
Nachdem die Polung jeder Klemme durch die Po-
lungsdetektionseinheit abgetastet wurde, erzeugt die
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Schalteinheit eine geeignete Verbindung zwischen
den beiden Batterien. Daher sind die positiven und
negativen Anschlusse der beiden Batterien basie-
rend auf dem detektierten Ergebnis der Polungsde-
tektionseinheit passend verbunden.

[0005] US 8,493,021 B2, erteilt am 23. Juli 2013,
offenbart eine Vorrichtung, die die Spannung ei-
ner Fahrzeugbatterie, welche Starthilfe bekommt und
den durch die Starthilfebatterien gelieferte Strom
Uberwacht, um zu bestimmen, ob eine passende Ver-
bindung hergestellt wurde und um eine Fehleriiber-
wachung bereitzustellen. Nur wenn die geeignete Po-
lung detektiert wird, kann das System betrieben wer-
den. Die Spannung wird Gberwacht, um einen of-
fenen Stromkreis, getrennte leitende Klemmen, Ne-
benschlusskabelfehler und Spulenfehlerzustéande zu
erfassen. Der Strom durch das Nebenschlusskabel
wird Uberwacht, um das Bestehen eines Batterieex-
plosionsrisikos und eines einen Uberhitzungszustand
darstellenden Uberschussstromzustands zu erken-
nen, der zu einem Feuer fihren kann. Das System
enthalt eine interne Batterie zum Bereitstellen der
Spannung fir die Batterie des Fahrzeugs, das Start-
hilfe bekommen soll. Sobald das Fahrzeug gestartet
ist, findet eine automatische elektrische Trennung der
Einheit von der Fahrzeugbatterie statt.

[0006] US 5,189,359 A, verdffentlicht am 23. Febru-
ar 1993, offenbart eine Starthilfekabelvorrichtung, die
zwei Bruckengleichrichter zum Ausbilden einer Refe-
renzspannung, einen Dekodierer mit vier Eingangen
zum Erkennen, welche Anschlilisse verbunden wer-
den sollen, basierend auf einem Vergleich der Span-
nung an jedem der vier Anschlusse mit der Referenz-
spannung, und ein Relaispaar aufweist, zum Bewir-
ken der passenden Verbindung in Abhangigkeit von
der Erkennung durch den Dekodierer. Es wird keine
Verbindung hergestellt, es sei denn, dass nur ein An-
schluss einer jeden Batterie eine héhere Spannung
als die Referenzspannung aufweist, so dass ,positi-
ve“ Anschliisse angezeigt werden, und ein Anschluss
eine geringere Spannung als die Referenzspannung
aufweist, so dass ,negative” Anschliisse angezeigt
werden, und dass deshalb die beiden Hochspan-
nungsanschiiisse und die beiden Niedrigspannungs-
anschliisse verbunden werden kénnen. Der Strom
flie3t, sobald die entsprechende Relaisvorrichtung
geschlossen wird. Die Relaisvorrichtung ist vorzugs-
weise eine Metall-Oxid-Halbleiter-Feldeffekitransis-
tor (MOSFET), der mit einer Serienanordnung von
Photodioden, die ein MOSFET-gate-Schiie3-Poten-
tial entwickeln, wenn der Dekodierer-Ausgang eine
LED zum Leuchten bewirkt.

[0007] US 5,795,182 A, veroffentlicht am 18. August
1998, offenbart einen polungsunabhangigen Satz
von Batteriestarthilfekabeln, um eine erste Batterie
mit einer zweiten Batterie zu Gberbriucken. Die Vor-
richtung weist einen Detektor der relativen Polung
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auf, um zu deteklieren, ob zwei Batterien Uber Kreuz
oder parallel angeordnet sind. Ein Drei-Punkt-Hoch-
spannungskapazitatsquerriegeldrehschalter reagiert
auf den Detektor der relativen Polung zum automa-
tischen Verbinden des Plus-Anschlusses der beiden
Batterien miteinander und der Minus-Anschlisse der
beiden Batterien miteinander, ungeachtet dessen, ob
die detektierte Anordnung Uber Kreuz oder parallel
ist, und ein Unterstrom-Detektor und eine Verzége-
rungsschaltung zum Zurtcksetzen der Vorrichtung in
ihren Anfangs- und nicht angeschlossenen Zustand,
nachdem die Vorrichiung von einer der Balierien ge-
trennt wurde. Der Querriegeldrehschalter weist zwei
Kontakipaare und einen Dreharm auf, der sich um
zwei getrennte Punkte dreht, um vollen elekirischen
Kontakt zwischen den Kontaktpaaren zu sichern. Die
Erfindung kann auch verwendet werden, um eine Bat-
terieladevorrichtung herzustellen, die mit einer Batte-
rie ungeachtet der Batteriepolung verbunden werden
kann

[0008] US 6,262,492 B1, erteilt am 17. Juli 2001,
offenbart ein Autobatteriestarterkabel zur passen-
den Kopplung einer effektiven Spannungsquelle an
eine fehlerhafte oder ungeladene Batterie, die ei-
ne Relaisschaltungsstromkreis aufweist, welcher mit
der Spannungsquelle und der Batterie durch zwei
Stromileitungspaare verbunden ist. Erste und zwei-
te Spannungspolungserkennungsschaltungen wer-
den jeweils mit der Spannungsquelle und der Bat-
terie durch ein entsprechendes Spannungsleitungs-
paar verbunden, um die Polung der Spannungsquel-
le und der Batterie zu erkennen. Eine Logikerken-
nungsschaltung erzeugt ein Steuersignal, das abhan-
gig von der Polung der Spannungsquelle und der
Batterie ist, und eine Treiberschaltung, die durch ein
Steuersignal des Logikerkennungsschaltung gesteu-
ert wird, steuert den Relaisschaltungsstromkreis an,
so dass das genaue Koppeln der beiden Pole der
Spannungsquelle an die beiden Pole der Batterie er-
maoglicht wird.

[0009] US 5,635,817A, veroffentlicht am 3. Juni
1997, offenbart eine Fahrzeugbatterie-Ladevorrich-
tung, die ein Steuergehause aufweist, das Kabel ent-
halt und, die eine Strombegrenzungsvorrichtung zum
Verhindern des Uberschreitens eines vorbestimmten
maximalen Ladestroms von ungefahr 40 bis 60 A ent-
halt. Das Steuergehduse weist eine Polungsdetekti-
onsvorrichtung zur Uberpriifung der passenden Po-
lung der Verbindung der Anschlisse der beiden Bat-
terien und zur elekirischen Trennung der beiden Bat-
terien im Falle des Vorliegens einer falschen Polung
auf.

[0010] US 8,199,024 B2, erteilt am 12. Juni 2012,
offenbart eine Sicherheitsschaltung in einem Nied-
rigspannungsverbindungssystem, das die beiden
Niedrigspannungssysteme getrennt Iasst, bis es be-
stimmt, dass es sicher ist, eine Verbindung aufzubau-
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en. Wenn die Sicherheitsschaltung bestimmt, dass
keine unsicheren Bedingungen vorliegen, und dass
es sicher ist, die beiden Niedrigspannungssysteme
zu verbinden, kann die Sicherheitsschaltung die bei-
den Niedrigspannungssysteme durch einen ,sanften
Start” verbinden, der eine Verbindung zwischen den
beiden Systemen Uber eine Zeitdauer bereitstellt, die
induzierte Spannungsspitzen auf einem oder meh-
reren der Niedrigspannungssysteme reduziert oder
verhindert. Wenn in einem der Niedrigspannungssys-
teme eine vollstdndig entladene Batterie eingebaut
ist, wird ein Verfahren fir die Detektlion der passen-
den Polung der Verbindungen zwischen den Nied-
rigspannungssystemen verwendet. Die Bestimmung
der Polung der entladenen Batterie erfolgt durch das
Durchschicken von einem oder mehreren Teststro-
men durch die entladene Batterie und durch die Be-
stimmung, ob ein entsprechender Spannungsanstieg
beobachtet wird.

[0011] US 5,793,185 A, verdffentlicht am 11. August
1998, offenbart eine tragbare Starthilfevorrichtung,
die Steuerkomponenien und Schaltungen zur Verhin-
derung von Uberladung und falscher Verbindung von
Batterien aufweist.

[0012] US 5,820,407 A beschreibt Starthilfekabel-
klemmen.

[0013] Wahrend der Stand der Technik Losungen
fir die obengenannten Probleme, wie oben disku-
tiert, vorschlagt, leidet jede der Losungen des Stands
der Technik an anderen Defiziten, entweder in Be-
zug auf Komplexitat, Kosten oder die Anfalligkeit fir
Fehlfunktionen. Folglich existiert ein Bedarf in diesem
technischen Gebiet nach weiteren Verbesserungen
fur Starthilfevorrichtungen von Fahrzeugen. Zusam-
menfassung der Erfindung.

[0014] Die Aufgabe der Erfindung wird durch die
Merkmale der unabh&ngigen Anspriche gelost. Vor-
teilhafte Ausgestaltungen sind den Unteransprichen
zu entnehmen.

[0015] Gemal einem Aspekt der Erfindung, wird ei-
ne Vorrichtung zur Starthilfe eines Fahrzeugmotors
bereitgestellt, die Folgendes aufweist: eine interne
Spannungsversorgung; einen positiv und negativ ge-
polte Ausgange aufweisenden Ausgangsanschluss;
einen Fahrzeugbatterie-lsolationssensor, der mit den
positiv und negativ gepolten Ausgéngen in einer
Schaltung verbunden ist und zur Detektion des Vor-
handenseins einer Fahrzeugbatierie konfiguriert ist,
die zwischen den positiv und negativ gepolten Aus-
gangen angeschlossen ist; einen Verpolungssensor,
der in einer Schaltung mit den positiv und negativ ge-
polten Ausgangen verbunden ist und zur Detektion
der Polaritat einer Fahrzeugbatterie konfiguriert ist,
die zwischen den positiv und negativ gepolten Aus-
gangen angeschlossen ist; einen Spannungs-FET-
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Schalter, der zwischen der internen Spannungsver-
sorgung und dem Ausgangsanschluss angeschlios-
sen ist; und ein Mikrocontroller, der zum Empfan-
gen von Eingabesignalen vom Fahrzeug-isolations-
sensor und Verpolungssensor und zum Bereitstel-
len eines Ausgabesignals an den Spannungs-FET-
Schalter so konfiguriert ist, dass der Spannungs-
FET-Schalter als Antwort auf Signale der Senso-
ren, die das Vorhandensein einer Fahrzeugbatterie
am Ausgangsanschiuss und die passende Polver-
bindung von positiven und negativen Anschilssen
der Fahrzeugbatterie mit positiv und negativ gepol-
ten Ausgangen anzeigen, eingeschaltet wird, um die
interne Spannungsversoergung mit dem Ausgangsan-
schiuss zu verbinden.

[0016] Gemafd einem weiteren Aspekt der Erfin-
dung, besteht die interne Spannungsversorgung aus
einer wieder aufladbaren Lithiumionenbatterieein-
heit.

[0017] Gemaflk noch einem weiteren Aspekt der Er-
findung, wird eine Starthilfekabelvorrichtung bereit-
gestellt, die einen Stecker aufweist, der zum Einste-
cken in einen Ausgangsanschluss einer tragbaren
Vorrichtung zur Batterieladestarthilfe, die eine interne
Spannungsversorgung aufweist, konfiguriert ist; ein
Kabelpaar, an dessen jeweiligem einen Ende der Ste-
cker integriert ist; wobei das Kabelpaar zum getrenn-
ten Anschlief3en an die Anschlisse einer Batterie an
dessen jeweiligem anderen Ende konfiguriert ist.

Figurenliste

Fig. 1 stellit einen Funktionsplan einer tragba-
ren Vorrichtung zur Batteriestarthilfe von Fahr-
zeigen gemall einem Aspekt der vorliegenden
Erfindung dar;

Fig. 2A-Fig. 2C stellen schematische Schaltpla-
ne einer beispielhaften Ausfuhrungsform einer
tragbaren Vorrichtung zur Batteriestarthilfe von
Fahrzeugen gemah einem Aspekt der vorliegen-
den Erfindung dar;

Fig. 3 stellt eine perspektivische Ansicht einer
tragbaren Vorrichtung zur Starthilfe gemaR ei-
ner beispielhaften Ausfihrungsform der vorlie-
genden Erfindung dar; und

Fig. 4 stellt eine Draufsicht eines Starthilfeka-
bels dar, das mit der tragbaren Vorrichtung zur
Starthilfe gemaR einem weiteren Aspekt der vor-
liegenden Erfindung verwendbar ist.

Detaillierte Beschreibung der Erfindung

[0018] Fig. 1 stellt einen Funktionsplan einer trag-
baren Vorrichtung zur Batteriestarthilfe gemaf einem
Aspekt der vorliegenden Erfindung dar. Das Herz-
stiick der tragbaren Vorrichtung zur Batteriestarthil-
fe ist eine Lithiumpolymerbatterieeinheit 32 , die ge-
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nigend Energie speichert, um einem Fahrzeugmotor
Starthilfe zu leisten, welcher von einer konventionel-
len 12 Volt Bleisdure- oder von einer durch ein Ven-
til regulierten Bleisaure-Batterie beliefert wird. In ei-
ner beispielhaften Ausfiihrungsform weist eine Uber-
spannungslithiumpolymerbatterieeinheit drei 3,7 V,
2666 mAh Lithiumpolymerbatterien in einer 3S1P-
Konfiguration auf. Die sich ergebende Batterieeinheit
liefert 11,1 V, 2666 Ah (8000 Ah bei 3,7 V, 29,6
Wh). Ein kontinuierlicher Entladungsstrom betragt 25
C (oder 200 A), und eine Entladungsstromspitze be-
tragt 50 C (oder 400 A). Der maximale Ladungsstrom
der Batterieeinheit betragt 8000 mA (8 A).

[0019] Eine programmierbare Mikrocontrollereinheit
(MCU) 1 erhalt verschiedene Eingaben und erzeugt
Informations- als auch Steuerungsausgaben. Die
programmierbare MCU 1 stellt ferner eine Flexibilitat
fir das System bereit, in dem es Aktualisierungen der
Funktionalitdt und der Systemparameter zulasst, oh-
ne eine Anderung der Hardware zu bendtigen. Ge-
mal einer beispiethaften Ausfuhrungsform wird ein 8-
bit-Mikrocontroller mit einem 2K x 15-bit-Flash-Spei-
cher verwendet, um das System zu steuern. Ein sol-
cher Mikrocontrollerist HT67F 30, der kommerziell bei
Holtek Semiconductors Inc. erhaitlich ist.

[0020] Eine Autobatterie-Verpolungssensor 10 tber-
wacht die Polung der Fahrzeugbatterie 72, wenn die
tragbare Vorrichtung zur Batteriestarthilfe mit dem
elektrischen System des Fahrzeugs verbunden wird.
Wie unten erklart, verhindert die Starthilfevorrichtung,
dass die Lithiumbatterieeinheit mit der Fahrzeugbat-
terie 72 verbunden wird, wenn die Anschilsse der
Batterie 72 mit den falschen Anschlissen der Starthil-
fevorrichtung verbunden sind. Ein Autobatterie-isola-
tionssensor 12 detektiert, ob ein eine Fahrzeugbatte-
rie 72 mit der Starthilfevorrichtung verbunden ist oder
nicht, und verhindert, dass die Lithiumbatterieeinheit
mit den Ausgangsanschliissen der Starthilfevorrich-
tung verbunden wird, es sei denn, dass eine gute (z.
B. aufladbare) Batterie an die Ausgangsanschlisse
angeschlossen ist.

[0021] Ein smart-switch-FET-Schaltung 15 schaltet
die Lithiumbatterie der tragbaren Vorrichtung zur Bat-
teriestarthilfe elekirisch an das elektrische System
des Fahrzeugs, nur wenn bestimmt wird, dass die
Fahrzeugbatterie durch die MCU 1 als vorhanden er-
fasst wird (als Antwort auf ein von einem Isolations-
sensor 12 bereitgestelites Detektionssignal) und mit
der passenden Polung angeschlossen ist (als Ant-
wort auf ein von einem Verpolungssensor 10 be-
reitgestelltes Detektionssignal). Ein Lithiumbatterie-
Temperatursensor 20 Gberwacht die Temperatur der
Lithiumbatterieeinheit 32, um eine Uberhitzung auf-
grund von hohen Umgebungstemperaturbedingun-
gen und ibermaliger Stromabgabe wahrend des
Starthilfevorgangs zu detektieren. Eine Lithiumbat-
terie-Spannungsmessungsschaltung 24 Gberwacht
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die Spannung der Lithiumbatterieeinheit 32, um das
Spannungspotential daran zu hindern, wahrend ei-
nes Ladevorgangs zu hoch zusteigen, und wahrend
eines Entladevorgangs zu tief zu fallen

[0022] Lithiumbatterie-Ruckladungsschutzdioden
28 verhindern, dass irgendein Ladungsstrom, der an
die Fahrzeugbatterie 72 geliefert wird, vom elekiri-
schen System des Fahrzeugs in die Lithiumbatterie-
einheit 32 zurickflieRt. Eine Blitzlicht-LED-Schaltung
36 wird bereitgestellt, um eine Blitzlicht-Funktion zur
Verstarkung des Lichts unter der Fahrzeughaube bei
dunklen Bedingungen zu liefern, sowie SOS- und St-
roboskoplichtfunktionen aus Sicherheitsgriinden be-
reitzustellen, wenn ein Fahrzeug an einem potentiell
gefahrlichen Ort fahruntauglich wird. Ein Spannungs-
regler 42 stellt eine Regulierung der internen Be-
triebsspannung fur den Mikrocontroller und die Sen-
soren bereit. Ein manueller Modus- und Blitzlicht-Ein/
Aus-Schalter 46 erlauben es dem Nutzer, das Ein-
schalten der tragbaren Vorrichtung zur Batterielade-
starthilfe zu steuern, um den manuellen Starthilfebe-
trieb zu steuern, wenn das Fahrzeug keine Batterie
aufweist, und die Blitzlichtfunktion zu steuern. Der
manuelle Knopf funktioniert nur, wenn die Starthil-
fevorrichtung eingeschaltet ist. Dieser Knopf erlaubt
es dem Nutzer, Fahrzeugen Starthilfe zu leisten, de-
nen entweder eine Batterie fehlt, oder deren Batterie-
spannung so niedrig ist, dass eine automatische De-
tektion durch die MCU nicht maéglich ist. Wenn der
Nutzer den manuelien Starthilfeknopf drickt und fur
eine vorbestimmte Zeit (wie z. B. drei Sekunden) ge-
drickt halt, um eine ungewollte Betatigung des ma-
nuellen Modus zu verhindern, wird die Spannung der
internen Lithiumionenbatterie auf den Fahrzeugbat-
terie-Verbindungsanschluss geschaltet. Die einzige
Ausnahme zum manuellen Starthilfebetrieb erfolgt,
wenn die Autobatterie verpolt wurde. Wenn die Auto-
batterie verpolt wurde, solite die Spannung der inter-
nen Lithiumbatterie niemals auf den Fahrzeugbatte-
rie-Verbindungsanschluss geschaltet werden.

[0023] Eine USB-Ladeschaltung 52 wandelt eine
Spannung von irgendeiner der USB-Ladespannungs-
quellen um, so dass Spannung und Strom zum Laden
der Lithiumbatterieeinheit 32 geladen werden. Ein
USB-Ausgang 56 stellt eine tragbare USB-Ladevor-
richtung zum Laden von Smartphones, Tablet-Com-
putern (im Folgenden Tablet genannt) und weite-
ren wieder aufladbaren elektronischen Vorrichtungen
bereit. LEDs zur Betriebszustandsanzeige 60 stel-
len eine visuelle Anzeige des Lithiumbatterie-Kapazi-
tatsstatus sowie eine Anzeige des Aktivierungsstatus
des smart-switchs dar (die anzeigt, dass dem elekiri-
schen System eine Spannung bereitgestelit wird).

[0024] Ein detaillierter Betrieb der tragbaren Start-
hilfevorrichtung wird nun geméf den schematischen
Diagrammen der Fig. 2A bis Fig. 2C beschrieben
werden. Wie in Fig. 2A gezeigt, stellt die Mikrocon-
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trollereinheit 1 das Zentrum aller Ein- und Ausgan-
ge dar. Der Batterie-Verpolungssensor 10 umfasst
einen optisch gekoppelten Isolationsphototransistor
(4AN27), der mit den Anschlissen der Fahrzeugbat-
terie 72 an den Eingangspins 1 und 2 mit einer Di-
ode D8 im Leiterdraht des Pins 1 (der am negati-
ven Anschluss CB- angeschlossen ist), so dass, falls
die Batterie 72 mit den Anschllissen der Starthilfe-
vorrichtung mit passender Polung verbunden ist, die
LED des optischen Kopplers 11 keinen Strom leiten
wird, und deshalb ausgeschaltet wird, wobei der MCU
1 eine ,11“ oder ein hohes Ausgabesignal bereitge-
stellt wird. Der Autobatterie-Isolationssensor 12 um-
fasst einen optisch gekoppelten Isolationsphototran-
sistor (dN27), der mit den Anschliissen der Fahrzeug-
batterie 72 an den Eingangspins 1 und 2 mit einer Di-
ode D7 im Leitungsdraht des Pins 1 (angeschlossen
an den positiven Anschluss CB+) verbunden ist, so
dass, falls die Batterie 72 an die Anschliisse der Start-
hifevorrichtung mit der passenden Polung verbun-
den ist, die LED des optischen Kopplers 11A einen
Strom leiten wird, und deshalb eingeschaliet wird,
wobei der MCU eine ,0“ oder ein niedriges Ausga-
besignal bereitgestellt wird, und das Vorhandensein
einer Batterie Uber die Starthilfeausgangsanschlisse
der tragbaren Starthilfevorrichtung anzeigt.

[0025] Falls die Autobatterie 72 mit der tragbaren
Starthilfevorrichtung verpolt verbunden ist, wird die
LED des optischen Kopplers 11 des Verpolungssen-
sors 10 den Strom leiten, wobei der Mikrocontroller-
einheit 1 eine 0% oder ein niedriges Signal bereitge-
stellt wird. Ferner, falls keine Batterie mit der tragba-
ren Starthilfevorrichtung verbunden ist, wird die LED
des optischen Kopplers 11A des Isolationssensors
12 keinen Strom leiten und wird deshalb ausgeschal-
tet, wobei der MCU eine ,1° oder ein hohes Ausga-
besignal bereitgestellt wird, das die Abwesenheit ir-
gendeiner mit der tragbaren Starthilfevorrichtung ver-
bundener Batterie anzeigt. Unter Verwendung die-
ser spezifischen Eingaben kann die Mikrocontroller-
software der MCU 1 bestimmen, wann es sicher
ist, den smart-switch-FET 15 einzuschalten, wodurch
die Lithiumbatterieeinheit mit den Starthilfeanschlis-
sen der Starthilfevorrichtung verbunden wird. Folglich
kann die MCU 1 den smart-switch-FET-Schaltung 15
davor bewahren, eingeschaltet zu werden und somit
das Erzeugen von Funken/Kurzschliissen der Lithi-
umbatterieeinheit verhindert werden, wenn die Auto-
batterie 72 entweder tUberhaupt nicht mit der Starthil-
fevorrichtung verbunden ist oder verpolt verbunden
ist.

[0026] Wie in Fig. 2B gezeigt, wird der smart-switch-
FET 15 durch eine Mikrocontrollerausgabe 1 ange-
steuert. Der FET-smart-switch 15 weist drei FETs
(Q15, Q18 und Q19) in Parallelschaltung auf, die die
Spannung der Lithiumbatterieeinheit verteilt. Wenn
diese Mikrocontrollerausgabe in einen logisch niedri-
gen Zustand gesteuert wird, befinden sich die FETs
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16 alle in einem Hochwiderstandszustand, weswe-
gen kein Stromfluss vom negativen Kontakt 17 der
internen Lithiumbatterie zum negativen Kontakt der
Autobatterie 72 zugelassen wird. Wenn die Mikrocon-
trollerausgabe in einen logisch hohen Zustand ge-
steuert wird, sind die FETs 16 (Q15, Q18, Q19) in
einem Niedrigwiderstandszustand, der einen freien
Stromfluss vom negativen Kontakt 17 (LB-) der in-
ternen Lithiumbatterieeinheit zum negativen Kontakt
(CB-) der Autobatterie 72 zuldsst. Auf diese Art steu-
ert die Mikrocontrollersoftware die Verbindung der in-
ternen Lithiumbatterieeinheit 32 mit der Fahrzeugbat-
terie 72, um dem Fahrzeugmotor Starthilfe zu leisten.

[0027] Gemal’ Fig. 2A, kann die Spannung der in-
ternen Lithiumbatterieeinheit unter Verwendung der
Schaltung 24 und einem der Analog-zu-Digital-Ein-
gange des Mikrocontrollers 1 prazise gemessen wer-
den. Die Schaltung 24 ist vorgesehen, um zu erfas-
sen, wann die Spannung des Haupt-3,3 V-Reglers 42
eingeschaltet ist und den Transistor 23 einzuschal-
ten, wenn die Spannung des Reglers 42 eingeschal-
tet ist. Wenn der Transistor 23 leitet, schaltet er den
FET 22 ein, womit dem positiven Kontakt (LB+) der
internen Lithiumbatterie ein leitender Pfad zu einem
Spannungsteiler 21 bereitgestellt wird, der es zulasst,
der Mikrocontroller einen niedrigeren Spannungsbe-
reich zum Einlesen zuzufiuhren. Durch Verwendung
dieser Eingabe kann die Mikrocontrollersoftware be-
stimmen, ob die Lithiumbatteriespannung wahrend
des Entladevorgangs zu niedrig oder wahrend des
Aufladevorgangs zu hoch ist, und sie kann eine ent-
sprechende Mafinahme zur Verhinderung der Be-
schadigung der elekironischen Komponenten unter-
nehmen.

[0028] Weiterhin kann gemaf Fig. 2A durch zwei
Vorrichtungen 20 mit negativem Temperaturkoeffizi-
enten (NTC) die Temperatur der internen Lithium-
batterieeinheit 32 prazise gemessen werden. Dies
sind Vorrichtungen, die ihren Widerstand verringern,
wenn thre Temperatur steigt. Die Schaltung stellt
einen Spannungsteiler dar, der das Ergebnis den
beiden Analog-zu Digital-(A/D)-Eingange dem Mikro-
controller zufthrt. Die Mikrocontrollersofiware kann
dann bestimmen, wann die interne Lithiumbatterie zu
heil} ist, um einen Starthilfevorgang zuzulassen, wo-
durch der Aufbau Betriebssicherheit erhalt.

[0029] Die Hauptspannungsreglerschaltung 42 ist
so gestaltet, dass die Spannung der internen Li-
thiumbatterie in einen geregelten Wert von 3,3 V
umgewandelt wird, der vom Mikrocontroller 1 so-
wie von anderen Komponenten der Starthilfevor-
richtung flir die interne Betriebsspannung verwen-
det wird. Drei Lithiumbatterie-RUckaufladungs-(back-
charging)-Schutzdioden 28 (siehe Fig. 2B) werden
eingesetzt, um den Stromfluss nur von der internen
Lithiumbatterieeinheit 32 zur Autobatterie 72 zuzu-
lassen, und nicht von der Autobatterie zur internen
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Lithiumbatterie. Auf diese Art kann, falls das elektri-
sche System des Autos von seiner Lichtmaschine ge-
laden wird, die interne Lithiumbatterie nicht rickauf-
laden (und hierbei beschadigt werden), was eine wei-
tere Stufe der Betriebssicherheit bereitstelit.

[0030] Der Hauptspannungseinschalter 46 (Fig. 2A)
ist eine Kombination, die einen Doppelpol- oder Zwei-
wegebetrieb zulasst, so dass das Produkt mit einem
Dricken eingeschaltet werden kann, wenn es sich
im Aus-Zustand befindet, cder ausgeschaltet werden
kann, wenn es sich im EiIN-Zustand befindet. Die-
se Schaltung verwendet auch einen Mikrocontroller-
ausgang 47, um die Spannung aufrecht zu erhal-
ten, wenn die Schaltung durch den Ein-Schalter akti-
viert wurde. Wenn der Schalter gedriickt wird, schiebt
der Mikrocontroller diesen Ausgang auf eine Hochio-
gikstufe, um die Spannung ,am Leben® zu erhalten,
wenn der Schalter losgelassen wird. Auf diese Art be-
hailt der Mikrocontroller die Kontrolle, wenn die Span-
nung ausgeschaltet wird, wenn der Ein-/Aus-Schal-
ter wieder aktiviert wird, oder wenn die Lithiumbatte-
riespannung zu niedrig wird. Die Mikrocontrollersoft-
ware weist auch einen Zeitschalter auf, der die Span-
nung nach einer vorbestimmten Zeitdauer (wie z. B.
8 Stunden) bei Nichtverwendung ausschaltet.

[0031] Die Blitzlicht-LED-Schaltung 45, die in
Fig. 2B gezeigt wird, steuert den Betrieb der Blitz-
licht-LEDs. Zwei Ausgénge des Mikrocontrollers 1
sind den beiden separaten LEDs zugeordnet. Da-
her kdnnen die LEDs zur Ausbildung von Strobosko-
pen und SOS-Mustern unabhéangig software-gesteu-
ert werden, was der Starthilfevorrichtung noch ein
weiteres Sicherheitsmerkmal hinzugefigt. LED-An-
zeigen geben dem Betreiber die Rickmeldung, die
dieser braucht, um zu verstehen, was mit dem Pro-
dukt passiert. Vier separate LEDs 61 (Fig. 2A) wer-
den durch entsprechende einzelne Ausgange des
Mikrocontrollers 1 gesteuert, um eine Anzeige der
verbleibenden Kapazitat der internen Lithiumbatterie
bereitzustellen. Diese LEDs werden in einem For-
mat vergleichbar dem einer ,Kraftstoffanzeige” mit
25%-, 50%-, 75%- und 100%-(rot, rot, gelb, grin)-
Kapazitdtsanzeigen gesteuert. Eine LED-Anzeige 63
(Fig. 2B) gibt dem Benutzer eine visuelle Warnung,
wenn die Fahrzeugbatterie 72 verpolt angeschlossen
worden ist. Starthilfe- und Ein-/Aus-LEDs 62 stellen
jeweils visuelle Anzeigen bereit, wenn die Starthilfe-
vorrichtung Starthilfespannung bereitstellt, und wenn
die Starthilfevorrichtung eingeschaltet wird.

[0032] Eine USB-Ausgangsschaltung 56 (Fig. 2C)
weist einen USB-Ausgang auf, zum Laden von trag-
baren elektronischen Vorrichtungen, wie z. B. Smart-
phones durch die interne Lithiumbatterieeinheit 32.
Eine Steuerschaltung 57 des Mikrocontrollers 1 lasst
es zu, den USB-Ausgang 56 durch die Software-
steuerung ein- oder auszuschalten, um zu verhin-
dern, dass die interne Lithiumbatterie eine zu niedrige
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Kapazitat erreicht. Die USB-Ausgabe wird mittels ei-
ner Standard-USB-Verbindung 58 an das AuRere der
Vorrichtung gefihrt, wobei die Standard-USB-Verbin-
dung 58 den erforderlichen Standardspannungsteiler
aufweist, um es zu ermdglichen, Smartphones eine
bestimmte Spannung zuzufiihren, die sie bendtigen-
den

[0033] Die USB-Ladeschaltung 52 l4sst es zu, dass
die interne Batterieeinheit 32 durch eine Standard-
USB-Ladevorrichtung geladen wird. Dieser Span-
nungseingang verwendet eine Standard-Mikro-USB-
Verbindung 48, die es erlaubt, Standardkabel zu ver-
wenden. Das von der Standard-USB-Ladevorrich-
tung bereitgestellte Potential von 5 V wird in 12,4 V
DC-Spannung hochgewandelt, das zum Laden der
internen Lithiumbatterieeinheit unter Verwendung ei-
nes DC-DC-Kanverters 49 bendtigt wird. Der DC-DC-
Konverter 49 kann durch die Schaltung 53 mittels ei-
nes Mikrocontrollerausgangs 1 ein- und ausgeschal-
tet werden.

[0034] 036 Auf diese Art kann die Mikrocontroller-
software den Ladevorgang ausschalten, falls die Bat-
teriespannung durch den A/D-Eingang 22 als zu hoch
bestimmt worden ist. Zuséatzliche Betriebssicherheit
wird zur Abhilfe der Beseitigung von Uberladung der
internen Lithiumbatterie durch Verwendung einer Li-
thiumbatterie-Ladesteuerung 50 bereitgestelit, die ei-
nen Ladungsausgleich der internen Lithiumbatterie-
zellen 51 bereitstellt. Diese Steuerung stellt auch eine
redundante Betriebssicherheit zur Beseitigung von
Uberladung der internen Lithiumbatterie bereit.

[0035] Fig. 3 stellt eine perspektivische Ansicht ei-
ner tragbaren Vorrichtung 300 gemag einer beispiel-
haften Ausfihrungsform der Erfindung dar. 301 ist
ein Spannungseinschalter. 302 zeigt die LED-, Kraft-
stoff-Anzeigen 61 . 303 zeigt einen 12 V-Ausgangs-
anschiuss, der mit einer weiter unten beschriebe-
nen Kabelvorrichtung 400 verbindbar ist. 304 zeigt
einen Blitzlichtsteuerungsschalter zum Aktivieren der
Blitzlicht-LEDs 45. 305 stelit einen USB-Eingangs-
anschluss zum bLaden der internen Lithiumbatterie
dar, und 306 ist ein USB-Ausgangsanschiuss, um an-
deren tragbaren Vorrichtungen, wie z. B. Smartpho-
nes, Tablets, Musikspieler, usw., Ladung durch die
Lithiumbatterie bereitzustellen. 307 stellt eine ,Start-
hilfe-Ein“-Anzeige dar, die anzeigt, dass die Span-
nung dem 12 V-Ausgangsanschluss bereitgestellt
wird. 308 stellt eine Verpolungsanzeige dar, die an-
zeigt, dass die Fahrzeugbatterie in Bezug auf die Po-
lung falsch verbunden ist. 309 stellt eine ,,.Spannung-
Ein"-Anzeige dar, die anzeigt, dass die Vorrichtung
fir den Betrieb hochgefahren ist.

[0036] Fig. 4 zeigt eine Starthilfekabelvorrichtung
400, die insbesondere fir eine Verwendung mit der
tragbaren Vorrichtung 300 ausgestaltet ist. Die Vor-
richtung 400 weist einen Stecker 401 auf, der so ge-
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staltet ist, dass er in den 12 V-Ausgangsanschluss
303 der tragbaren Vorrichtung 300 einsteckt werden
kann. Der Stecker 401 ist in einem Kabelpaar 402a
und 402b integriert, und die Kabel sind jeweils mit den
Batterieanschilussklemmen 403a und 403b mittels
Ringanschitissen 404a und 404b verbunden. Der An-
schluss 303 und der Stecker 401 kdnnen so dimen-
sioniert werden, dass der Stecker 401 nur in den An-
schluss 303 in einer bestimmten Orientierung passt,
wodurch gesichert ist, dass die Klemme 403a einer
positiven Polung entsprechen wird, und die Klem-
me 403b einer negativen Polung entsprechen wird,
wie darauf angegeben. Zusatzlich kdnnen die Ring-
anschliisse 404a und 404b von den Klemmen ge-
trennt werden und direkt mit den Anschlissen der
Fahrzeugbatterie verbunden werden. Dieses Merk-
mal kann nitzlich sein, um beispielsweise die Kabel
402a bis 402b dauerhaft mit der Fahrzeugbatterie zu
verbinden. Im Falle einer Erschopfung der Batterie-
spannung konnte die tragbare Starthilfevorrichtung
300 durch Einstecken des Steckers 401 in den An-
schluss 303 in sehr einfacher Weise passend mit der
Batterie verbunden werden.

[0037] Es folgen Ausfihrungsbeispiele:

1. Vorrichtung zur Starthilfe eines Fahrzeugmo-
tors, umfassend: eine interne Spannungsver-
sorgung (32); einen positiv und negativ gepol-
te Ausgange (CB-, CB+) aufweisenden Aus-
gangsanschluss (303); einen Fahrzeugbatterie-
Isolationssensor (12), der mit den positiv und
negativ gepolten Ausgangen (CB-, CB+) in ei-
ner Schaltung verbunden ist, und zur Detekti-
on des Vorhandenseins einer Fahrzeugbatterie
(32), die zwischen den positiv und negativ ge-
polten Ausgangen (CB-, CB+) angeschlossen
ist, konfiguriert ist; einen Verpolungssensor (10),
der in einer Schaltung mit den positiv und nega-
tiv gepolten Ausgangen (CB-, CB+) verbunden
ist, und zur Detektion der Polaritat einer Fahr-
zeugbatterie (72), die zwischen den positiv und
negativ gepolten Ausgangen (CB-, CB+) ange-
schlossen ist, konfiguriert ist; ein Spannungs-
FET-Schalter (15), der zwischen der internen
Spannungsversorgung (32) und dem Ausgangs-
anschluss (305) angeschlossen ist; und ein Mi-
krocontrolter (1), der zum Empfangen von Einga-
besignalen vom Fahrzeug-lsolationssensor (12)
und vom Verpolungssensor (10) und zum Be-
reitstellen eines Ausgabesignals an den Span-
nungs-FET-Schalter (15) so konfiguriertist, dass
der Spannungs-FET-Schalter (15) als Antwort
auf Signale der Sensoren, die das Vorhanden-
sein einer Fahrzeugbatterie (72) am Ausgangs-
anschiuss (303) und die passende Polverbin-
dung von positiven und negativen Anschlissen
der Fahrzeugbatterie (72) mit positiv und negativ
gepolten Ausgéangen (CB-, CB+) anzeigen, ein-
geschaltet wird, um die interne Spannungsver-
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sorgung (32) mit dem Ausgangsanschluss (303)
zu verbinden.

2. Die Vorrichtung gemafl Ausfiihrungsbeispiel
1, waobei die interne Spannungsversorgung (32)
eine Lithiumionenbatterie umfasst.

3. Vorrichtung gemaf Ausfuhrungsbeispiel 2,
wobei die Lithiumionenbatterie eine Batlerieein-
heit aus mehreren Lithiumionenbatterien um-
fasst.

4. Vorrichtung gemaf irgendeinem der vorange-
henden Ausfihrungsbeispiele, wobei der Span-
nungs-FET-Schalter (15) eine Vielzahi von FETs
in Paralielschaltung (16) umfasst.

5. Vorrichtung gemaf irgendeinem der vorange-
henden Ausflhrungsbeispiele, wobei der Fahr-
zeug-isolationssensor (12) und der Verpolungs-
sensor (10) optisch gekoppelte Isolationsphoto-
transistoren umfassen.

6. Vorrichtung gemaR irgendeinem der voran-
gehenden AusfUhrungsbeispiele, ferner umfas-
send eine Vielzahl von Spannungsdioden (28),
die zwischen den Ausgangsanschluss (303) und
der internen Spannungsversorgung (32) gekop-
pelt sind, um eine Ruickaufladung der inter-
nen Spannungsversorgung (32) durch ein an
den Ausgangsanschluss (303) angeschlosse-
nes elekirisches System zu verhindern.

7. Vorrichtung gemafg irgendeinem der voran-
gehenden Ausfihrungsbeispiele, ferner umfas-
send sinen Temperatursensor (20) zur Detekti-
on der Temperatur der internen Spannungsver-
sorgung (32) und zum Bereitstellen eines Tem-
peratursignals an den Mikrocontroller (1).

8. Vorrichtung gemal irgendeinem der voran-
gehenden Ausfuhrungsbeispiele, ferner umfas-
send eine Spannungsmessungsschaltung (24),
die zur Messung der Ausgabespannung der in-
ternen Spannungsversorgung (32) und zum Be-
reitstellen eines Spannungsmessungssignals an
den Mikrocontroller (1) konfiguriert ist.

9. Vorrichtung gemafy irgendeinem der vor-
angehenden Ausflhrungsbeispiele, ferner um-
fassend ein Spannungsregler (42), der zur
Umwandlung der Ausgabespannung der inter-
nen Spannungsversorgung (32) in einen Span-
nungspegel konfiguriert ist, der geeignet ist, um
internen Komponenten der Vorrichtung eine Be-
triebsspannung bereitzustellen.

10. Vorrichtung gemaf} irgendeinem der vor-
angehenden Ausflhrungsbeispielen, ferner um-
fassend einen USB-Ausgangsanschluss (56),
der zum Bereitstellen einer Ladungsspannung
der internen Spannungsversorgung (32) an eine
USB-ladbare Vorrichtung konfiguriert ist.
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11. Vorrichtung gemaf irgendeinem der voran-
gehenden Ausfuhrungsbeispiele, ferner umfas-
send einen USB-Ladeanschluss (52), der zum
Bereitstellen einer Ladespannung von einer ex-
ternen Spannungsquelle an die interne Span-
nungsversorgung (32) konfiguriert ist.

12. Vorrichtung gemaf irgendeinem der voran-
gehenden AusfUhrungsbeispiele, ferner umfas-
send einen Blitzlicht-Schaltung (36, 45), die zum
Bereitstellen einer Lichtquelle fir einen Nutzer
konfiguriert ist.

13. Vorrichtung gemaf Ausfihrungsbeispiel 12,
wobei die Lichtquelle mindestens eine LED ist.

14. Vorrichtung gemal Ausfuhrungsbeispiel 13,
wobei der Mikrocontroller (1) zur Kontrolle der
mindestens einen LED konfiguriert ist, um sinen
visuellen Alarm zur Anzeige einer Nofisituation
bereitzustellen.

15. Vorrichtung gemaR irgendeinem der vor-
angehenden Ausflihrungsbeispiele, ferner um-
fassend eine Vielzahl von visuellen Anzeigen
(61), die zur Anzeige des verbleibenden Kapa-
zitatszustands der internen Spannungsversor-
gung (32) konfiguriert sind.

16. Vorrichtung geman Ausflihrungsbeispiel 15,
wobei die Vielzahl von visuellen Anzeigen (61)
eine Vielzahl von LEDs umfassen, die Licht ver-
schiedener Farben ausgeben.

17. Vorrichtung gemaf irgendeinem der voran-
gehenden AusfGhrungsbeispisle, ferner umfas-
send eine visuelle Anzeige (63), die zur War-
nung eines Benutzers konfiguriert ist, wenn eine
Batterie verpolt angeschlossen ist.

18. Vorrichtung gemal irgendeinem der voran-
gehenden Ausfiihrungsbeispiele, ferner umfas-
send getrennte visuelle Anzeigen (62), die zur
Anzeige des Spannung-An-Status der Vorrich-
tung und zur Anzeige des Status der Starthil-
fespannung der dem Ausgangsanschluss (303)
bereitgestellten Spannung konfiguriert ist.

19. Vorrichtung gemaR irgendeinem der vor-
angehenden Ausflihrungsbeispiele, ferner um-
fassend einen manuelle Starthilfeschalter, der
zum Aktivieren eines manuellen Starthilfemodus
konfiguriert ist, der es einem Benutzer ermog-
licht, die Starthilfespannung mit dem Ausgangs-
anschluss (303) zu verbinden, wenn der Fahr-
zeugbatterie-isolationssensor (12) das Vorhan-
densein einer Fahrzeugbatterie nicht detektieren
kann.

20. Vorrichtung gemaf Ausfihrungsbeispiel 19,
waobei der Mikrocontroller (1) zur Detektion der
manuellen Starthilfeschaltung fur mindestens ei-
ne vorbestimmte Zeitdauer vor dem Aktivieren
des manuellen Starthilfemodus konfiguriert ist.
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21. Vorrichtung gemal irgendeinem der voran-
gehenden Ausfuhrungsbeispiele, ferner umfas-
send eine Starthilfekabelvorrichtung (400), die
einen Stecker (401) umfasst, zum Einstecken in
den Ausgangsanschluss, ein Kabelpaar (402a,
402b), an dessen jeweiligem einen Ende der
Stecker ( 401) integriert ist und zum Anschliefzen
an die Anschlisse einer Batterie an dessen je-
weiligem anderen Ende konfiguriert sind.

22. Vorrichtung gemaf Ausfithrungsbeispiel 21,
wobei das Starthilfekabe!l ferner ein Paar von
Ringanschlissen (404a, 404b) umfasst, die zum
jeweiligen Verbinden des Kabelpaars (402a,
402b ) an dessen anderem Ende mit einem En-
de eines Batterieanschlusses oder einer Batie-
rieanschlussklemme konfiguriert sind.

23. Vorrichtung gemaR irgendeinem der Ausfiih-
rungsbeispiele 21 oder 22, wobei der Ausgangs-
anschluss (303) und der Stecker (401) so dimen-
sioniert sind, dass der Stecker (401) nur in ei-
ner bestimmten Orientierung in den Ausgangs-
anschluss (303) passt.

24. Eine Starthilfekabelvorrichtung (400), umfas-
send: einen Stecker (401), der zum Stecken in
einen Ausgangsanschliuss (303) einer tragbaren
Vorrichtung zur Batterieladestarthilfe (300) kon-
figuriert ist, die eine interne Spannungsversor-
gung aufweist; ein Kabelpaar (402a, 402b), das
mit dem Stecker (401) an dessen einen entspre-
chenden Ende integriert ist; wobei das Kabel-
paar (402a, 402b) so konfiguriert ist, dass es ge-
sondert an Anschliissen einer Batterie mit des-
sen entsprechend anderem Ende angeschlos-
sen werden soll.

25. Starthilfekabelvorrichtung (400) geman Aus-
fihrungsbeispiel 24, ferner umfassend ein Paar
von Ringanschiissen (404a, 404b), die zum
jeweiligen Verbinden des Kabelpaars (402a,
402b) an dessen anderen Ende mit einern Batte-
rieanschluss oder einer Batterieanschlussklem-
me konfiguriert sind.

26. Starthilfekabelvorrichtung (400) gemafd ir-
gendeinem der Ausfuhrungsbeispiele 24 oder
25, wobei der Ausgangsanschiuss (303) und der
Stecker (401) so dimensioniert sind, dass der
Stecker (401) nur in einer bestimmten Richtung
in den Ausgangsanschluss (303) passt.
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Schutzanspriiche

1. Starthilfevorrichtung zum Boosten oder Aufla-
den einer verbrauchten oder entladenen Batterie, die
einen positiven und negativen Batteriecanschluss auf-
weist, die Starthilfevorrichtung umfasst:

- eine Spannungsversorgung (32);

- einen positiven Batterieverbinder zur Verbindung
der Starthilfevorrichtung mit dem positiven Batterie-
anschluss der verbrauchten oder entladenen Batterie
(72);

- einen negativen Batterieverbinder zur Verbindung
der Starthilfevorrichtung mit dem negativen Batterie-
anschiuss der verbrauchten oder entladenen Batterie
(72);

- einen Leistungsschalter (15), der Gber eine Schal-
tung mit der Spannungsversorgung (32) und den po-
sitiven und negativen Batterieverbindern verbunden
ist,

-wobei der Leistungsschalter (15) eingerichtet ist, die
Spannung von der Spannungsversorgung (32) zur
verbrauchten oder entladenen Batterie (72) ein- oder
auszuschalten, wenn diese mit den positiven und ne-
gativen Batterieverbindern verbunden ist,

- ein Leistungsschaltersteuerungssystem oder eine
Leistungsschaltersteuerungsschaltung, die mit dem
Leistungsschalter (15) verbunden ist und zur Steue-
rung des Leistungsschalters (15) vorgesehen ist,
-wobei das Leistungsschaltersteuerungssystem oder
die Leistungsschaltersteuerungsschaltung eingerich-
tet ist, das Vorhandensein der verbrauchten oder
entladenen Batterie (72) und die Polaritdt der ver-
brauchten oder entladenen Batterie (72) zu detektie-
ren, wenn diese zwischen die positiven und negati-
ven Batterieverbinder geschaltet ist,

-wobei das Leistungsschaltersteuerungssystem oder
die Leistungsschaltersteuerungsschaltung die Span-
nungsversorgung (32) nur dann einschaltet, um die
Spannungsversorgung (32) mit der verbrauchten
oder entladenen Batterie (72) zu verbinden, wenn die
verbrauchte oder entladene Batterie (72) vorhanden
ist und zwischen den positiven und negativen Batte-
rieverbinder verbunden ist, und wenn die verbrauch-
te oder entladene Batterie (72) mit der richtigen Pola-
ritat zwischen den positiven und negativen Batterie-
verbinder verbunden ist.

2. Die Vorrichtung gemaf Anspruch 1, wobei das
Leistungsschaltersteuerungssystem oder die Leis-
tungsschaltersteuerungsschaltung einen Mikrocon-
troller (1) enthalt, der eingerichtet ist, eine Ausgabe
zur Steuerung des Leistungsschalters (15) bereitzu-
stellen.

3. Die Vorrichtung gemaf} Anspruch 2, wobei der
Mikrocontroller (1) eine Eingabe von einem oder
mehreren Sensoren empfangt, die eingerichtet sind,
das Vorhandensein der verbrauchten oder entlade-
nen Batterie (72) und eine Polaritat der verbrauchten
oder entladenen Batterie (72) zu detektieren, wenn
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diese zwischen den positiven und negativen Batterie-
verbinder verbunden ist.

4. Die Vorrichtung gemaR Anspruch 3, wobei der
eine oder die mehreren Sensoren (10, 12) einen Sen-
sor (12) umfassen, der eingerichtet ist, das Vorhan-
densein der verbrauchten oder entladenen Batterie
(72) zu detektieren, wenn diese zwischen den posi-
tiven und negativen Batterieverbinder verbunden ist
und einen anderen Sensor (10), der eingerichtet ist,
die Polaritat der verbrauchten oder entladenen Bat-
terie (72) zu detektieren, wenn diese zwischen den
positiven und negativen Batterieverbinder verbunden
ist.

5. Die Vorrichtung gemafR Anspruch 3 oder 4, wo-
bei der eine oder die mehreren Sensoren (10, 12) ei-
ne oder mehrere Erfassungsschaltungen enthalten.

6. Die Vorrichtung gemaR Anspruch 2, wobei der
Mikrocontroller (1) den Leistungsschalter (15) nur
dann einschaltet, um eine Spannung von der Span-
nungsversorgung (32) zu der verbrauchten oder ent-
ladenen Batterie (72) zu liefern, wenn die verbrauch-
te oder entladene Batterie (72) vom Mikrocontroller
(1) als vorhanden und mit der richtigen Polaritat ver-
bunden erkannt wird.

7. Die Vorrichtung gemafl Anspruch 2, wobei der
Mikrocontroller (1) ein programmierbarer Mikrocon-
troller (1) ist, der eingerichtet ist, Funktionsupdates
und Systemparameterupdates zu ermoglichen.

8. Die Vorrichtung gemaf Anspruch 7, wobei der
programmierbare Mikrocontroller (1) einen Speicher
enthalt.

9. Die Vorrichtung gemaf Anspruch 1, wobei der
positive Batterieverbinder ein positives Batteriekabel
(402a) und der negative Batterieverbinder ein nega-
tives Batteriekabel (402b) enthalt.

10. Die Vorrichtung gemaf Anspruch 9, wobei
das positive Batteriekabel (402a) eine positive Bat-
terieklemme (403a) und das negative Batterieka-
bel (402b) eine negative Batterieklemme (403b) auf-
weist.

11. Die Vorrichtung gemaf Anspruch 1, wobei die
Spannungsversorgung (32) eine Lithiumionenbatte-
rie enthalt, die in der Starthilfevorrichtung vorhanden
ist.

12. Die Vorrichtung gemaf Anspruch 11, wobei die
Lithiumionenbatierie ein Batteriepack enthalt, wel-
ches mehrere Lithiumionenbatterien aufweist.

13. Die Vorrichtung gemal Anspruch 1, wobei der
Leistungsschalter (15) mehrere FETs enthalt, die par-
allel geschaltet sind.
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14. Die Vorrichtung gemafd Anspruch 4, wobei der
eine Sensor (12) ein Sensor ist, der das Vorhanden-
sein einer verbrauchten oder entladenen Batterie (72)
erfasst und der andere Sensor (10) ein Verpolungs-
sensor ist.

15. Die Vorrichtung gemaf Anspruch 14, wobei der
Fahrzeugisolationssensor (12) und der Verpolungs-
sensor (10) optisch gekoppelte isolationsphototransi-
toren enthalten.

16. Die Vorrichtung gemaf Anspruch 1, weiter um-
fassend mehrere Leistungsdioden (28), die zwischen
die positiven und negativen Batterieverbinder und die
Spannungsversorgung (32) gekoppelt sind, um eine
Rickauftadung der Spannungsversorgung (32) durch
ein an die verbrauchte oder entladene Batterie (72)
angeschlossenes elektrisches System zu verhindern.

17. Die Vorrichtung gemaf Anspruch 1, weiter ent-
haltend einen Ausgangsanschluss (303), der positi-
ve und negative gepolte Anschlisse zu den positiven
und negativen Batterieverbindern aufweist.

18. Die Vorrichtung gemaf Anspruch 2, weiter ent-
haltend einen Temperatursensor (20) zur Detektion
der Temperatur der Spannungsversorgung (32) und
zum Bereitstellen eines Temperatursignals an den
Mikrocontroller (1).

19. Die Vorrichtung gemafl Anspruch 2, ferner um-
fassend eine Spannungsmessungsschaltung (24),
die zur Messung der Ausgabespannung der Span-
nungsversorgung (32) und zum Bereitstellen eines
Spannungsmessungssignals an den Mikrocontroller
(1) konfiguriert ist.

20. Die Vorrichtung gemaf Anspruch 1, weiter
enthaltend einen Spannungsregler (42), der zur Um-
wandlung der Ausgabespannung der Spannungsver-
sorgung (32) in einen Spannungspegel konfiguriert
ist, der geeignet ist, um internen Komponenten der
Vorrichtung eine Betriebsspannung bereitzustellen.

21. Vorrichtung gemaf Anspruch 1, ferner umfas-
send einen USB-Ausgangsanschluss (56) und eine
USB-Ausgangsladeschaltung, die zum Bereitstellen
einer Ladungsspannung von der Spannungsversor-
gung (32) an eine USB-ladbare Vorrichtung konfigu-
riert sind.

22. Vorrichtung gemaf Anspruch 1, ferner umfas-
send einen USB-Ladeanschiuss (52), der zum Be-
reitstellen einer Ladespannung von einer externen
Spannungsquelle an die Spannungsversorgung (32)
konfiguriert ist.

23. Vorrichtung gemal Anspruch 22, ferner um-
fassend: eine USB Ladeschaltung, die den USB-La-
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deanschluss (52) mit der Spannungsversorgung (32)
verbindet.

24. Vorrichtung gemafl Anspruch 23, wobei die
USB Ladeschaltung einen DC-DC Konverter (49) ent-
halt.

25. Vorrichtung gemal Anspruch 24, wobei der
DC-DC Konverter (49) eingerichtet ist, ein 5V Poten-
zial von einem USB Ladegerat auf 12.4V DC umzu-
wandein.

26. Vorrichtung gemafl Anspruch 24, wobei der
DC-DC Konverter (49) eingerichtet ist, Uber eine
Schaltung durch eine Ausgabe von einem Mikrocon-
troller (1) ein und ausgeschaltet zu werden.

27. Vorrichtung gemafl Anspruch 14, weiter ent-
haltend einen manuellen Starthilfeschalter (46), der
eingerichtet ist, einen manuellen Starthilfemodus zu
aktivieren, um es einem Benutzer zu ermdglichen, ei-
ne Starhilfespannung an eine verbrauchte oder ent-
ladene Batterie (72) anzulegen, wenn diese zwischen
den positiven und negativen Batterieverbindern ver-
bunden ist, und wenn der Sensor (12), der das Vor-
handensein der verbrauchten oder entladenen Batte-
rie (72) erfasst, nicht in der Lage ist, das Vorhanden-
sein der verbrauchten oder entladenen Batterie (72)
zu detektieren.

28. Vorrichtung gemaf Anspruch 27, wobei der Mi-
krocontroller (1) eingerichtet ist, eine Betatigung des
manuellen Starthilfeschalters (46) fur wenigstens ei-
ne vorbestimmte Zeitperiode zu erkennen, bevor der
manuelle Starthilfermodus aktiviert wird.

29. Vorrichtung gemaR Anspruch 1, wobei die
positiven und negative Batterieverbinder durch ein
Starthilfekabel (400) gebildet sind, das einen Ste-
cker (401), der eingerichtet ist, in einen Ausgangsan-
schluss (303) gesteckt zu werden, und ein Kabelpaar
(420a, 402b) aufweist, das mit dem Stecker (401) an
einem Ende vom Kabel (400) integriert ist und einge-
richtet ist, an die positiven du negativen Batteriean-
schliisse der verbrauchten oder entladenen Batterie
(72) am anderen Ende vom Kabel (400) verbunden
zu werden.

30. Vorrichtung gemall Anspruch 29, wobei der
Ausgangsanschiuss (303) und der Stecker (401) so
dimensioniert sind, dass der Stecker (401) nur in ei-
ner spezifischen Orientierung in den Ausgangsan-
schluss (303) passt.

31. Starthilfevorrichtung zum Boosten oder Auf-
laden einer verbrauchten oder entladenen Batterie
(72), die einen positiven Batterieanschluss und ne-
gativen Batterieanschluss aufweist, die Starthilfevor-
richtung umfasst:

- eine Spannungsversorgung (32);
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- einen positiven Batterieverbinder zur Verbindung
der Starthilfevorrichtung mit dem positiven Batterie-
anschluss der verbrauchten oder entladenen Batterie
(72);

- einen negativen Batterieverbinder zur Verbindung
der Starthilfevorrichtung mit dem negativen Batiterie-
anschluss der verbrauchten oder entladenen Batterie
(72);

- einen Leistungsschalter (15), der iber eine Schal-
tung mit der Spannungsversorgung (32) und den po-
sitiven und negativen Batterieverbindern verbunden
ist,

- wobei der Leistungsschalter (15) eingerichtet ist, die
Spannung von der Spannungsversorgung (32) zur
verbrauchten oder entladenen Batterie (72) ein- oder
auszuschalten, wenn diese mit den positiven und ne-
gativen Batterieverbindern verbunden ist,

- ein Leistungsschaitersteuerungssystem oder eine
Leistungsschaltersteuerungsschaltung, die mit dem
Leistungsschalter (15) verbunden ist und zur Steue-
rung des Leistungsschalters (15) vorgesehen ist,

- wobei das Leistungsschaltersteuerungssystem oder
die Leistungsschaltersteuerungsschaltung eingerich-
tet ist, das Vorhandensein der verbrauchten oder
entladenen Batterie (72) und die Polaritat der ver-
brauchten oder entladenen Batterie (72) zu detektie-
ren, wenn diese zwischen den positiven und negati-
ven Batterieverbinder verbunden ist,

-wobei das Leistungsschaltersteuerungssystem oder
die Leistungsschaltersteuerungsschaltung die Span-
nungsversorgung (32) nur dann einschaltet, um die
Spannungsversorgung (32) mit der verbrauchten
oder entladenen Batterie (72) zu verbinden, wenn das
Leistungsschaltersteuerungssystem oder die Leis-
tungsschaltersteuerungsschaltung sowohl erkennt,
dass die verbrauchte oder entladene Batterie (72)
vorhanden ist und zwischen den positiven und ne-
gativen Batterieverbinder verbunden ist, und die ver-
brauchte oder entladene Batterie (¥2) mit der richti-
gen Polaritat zwischen den positiven und negativen
Batterieanschliissen verbunden ist.

32. Vorrichtung gemafl Anspruch 31, wobei das
Leistungsschaltersteuerungssystem oder die Leis-
tungsschaltersteuerungsschaltung die Spannungs-
versorgung (32) nicht einschaltet, um die Spannungs-
versorgung (32) mit der verbrauchten oder entlade-
nen Batterie (72) zu verbinden, wenn das Leistungs-
schaltersteuerungssystem oder die Leistungsschal-
tersteuerungsschaltung erkennt, dass entweder (i)
die verbrauchte oder entladene Batterie (72) nicht
vorhanden ist oder nicht zwischen den positiven und
negativen Batterieverbindern verbunden ist oder (i)
die verbrauchte oder entladene Batterie (72) nicht mit
der richtigen Polaritat zwischen den positiven und ne-
gativen Batterieanschlussen verbunden ist

33. Vorrichtung gemald Anspruch 31, wobei das
Leistungsschaltersteuerungssystem oder die Leis-
tungsschaltersteuerungsschaltung eingerichtet ist,
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das Vorhandensein der verbrauchien oder entlade-
nen Batterie (72) zu erkennen, wenn diese zwischen
die positiven und negativen Batterieverbinder ge-
schaltet ist und die Polaritdt der verbrauchien oder
entladenen Batterie zu erkennen, wenn diese zwi-
schen die positiven und negativen Batterieverbinder
geschaltet ist bevor die Spannung von der Span-
nungsversorgung (32) zu der der verbrauchten oder
entladenen Batterie (72) eingeschaltet wird

Es folgen 13 Seiten Zeichnungen
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(57) Abstract: An Engine Start and Battery Support Module for a vehicle is provided that utilizes a bank of Ultra Capacitors (UCs)
charged with or without running the vehicles alternator to levels that support both engine starting assistance and hotel load support.
The UCs per-cell charge can be adjusted and raised during periods of low temperatures and even higher during ultralow temperat -
ures. The adjustment, which can be dynamic and/or automatic, increases the UC energy storage capability. Further, the release of en -
ergy from the UCs is controlled by a pulse width modulation (PWM) controller based on the DC bus voltage. The UCs can be
charged either from an onboard DC/DC converter, an AC hook up, or from smartly switching the banks of UCs between parallel and
serial configurations.
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Engine Start and Battery Support Module
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION(S)

[0001] This application claims the priority benefit, under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), of U.S.
Application No. 62/014,910, entitled “Energy Start and Battery Support Module” and filed on
June 20, 2014. The aforementioned application is incorporated herein by reference in its

entirety.
BACKGROUND

[0002] Changes to common practice, laws, and accepted behavior in both the automotive
and trucking industries has forced the shutdown of engines during stops. Shutting down a car
or truck engine causes stress on the battery and starter motor, leading to weakened batteries
and overall lower system performance. Harsh conditions such as extreme cold environments

cxacerbate the problem and may lead to outright battery failure and/or starter failure.

[0003] The number of shutdowns per day for an engine may depend on the vehicle
architecture, vehicle use, etc. In general, there are two types of vehicle architectures: “local
delivery” vehicles, which can have, for example, as many as 250 shut-off events per day, and
“long haul” vehicles, which can have up to, for example, 25 shut-off events per day. These
shut-off events create low voltage conditions on the vehicle’s DC electrical bus, which result
in higher power requirements from the on-board energy storage system. Low voltage
conditions on the DC electrical bus can also stress other vehicle components, including

Elcctronic Control Units (ECUSs), rclays, switches, and pumps.
SUMMARY

[0004] Embodiments of the present invention include an energy start and battery support
module configured to support the supply of energy directly to the vehicle’s direct current
(DC) voltage bus using Ultra Capacitors (UCs) that allow both the spinning of the starter
motor and voltage support for short term battery loads during stops when the vehicle’s engine
is off. This module does not necessarily require any wiring changes to the vehicle, nor does it
necessarily require or involve any vehicle alterations or changes to vehicle operating

procedures.

[0005] The module can automatically stabilize the wvehicle’s DC voltage during off
sequences regardless of the static load variations or engine starter variations by modulating

the transfer of energy—including during engine start—in order to support a healthy battery

1.
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and longer starter life. It can automatically adjust the amount of energy it stores in order to
prolong the lives of the UCs and the electronics within the module. In some cases, the module
supplies the proper voltage for the vehicle’s electronics and/or the vehicle’s starter in the

event that the vehicle’s battery is totally dead.

[0006] Some embodiments of the module can recharge the UCs automatically based on the
ability of the vehicle to supply power. For example, the module may include a DC boost
converter that recharges the UCs or a switch that splits the UCs into two or more equal or
unequal stacks and buck charges the stacks in parallel. The module may transfer more power
to thc UCs if the altcrnator is running and lcss power if the vchicle’s batterics do not have
enough energy to initiate a vehicle starting sequence. The module can also transfer energy
from the UCs when the vehicle’s alternator is not running. In some cases, the module may not
drain the vehicle’s battery below a preset voltage level, e.g., 9 volts in a 12-volt system or 18

volts in a 24-volt system.

[0007] In some embodiments, the module allows a vehicle’s operator to re-initiate the
charging of the module in the event the vehicle does not start on the first try or the batteries
are too weak to supply enough power on their own, eliminating the use of a separate jump
start. In somc cmbodiments, the modulc can fit into a standard battcry arca on the vchicle

using a standard battery case size or can be scaled for any vehicle as desired.

[0008] In somc cmbodiments, the system can pass the 30-day airport tcst in any vchicle
without causing the batteries to go dead. As understood by those of skill in the art, the 30-day
airport test simulates leaving a vehicle parked at an airport, at temperatures down to —20 °C,
for 30 days. During these 30 days, the vehicle’s electrical system consumes energy from the
battery or energy storage system to run critical vehicle systems, such as alarms, computers,
locking mechanisms, clocks, etc. When the vehicle owner returns, the vehicle should have
enough energy remaining in its energy storage system (traditionally a lead acid battery) to
initiate the cranking event and support the engine starting systems. Passing the 30-day airport

test is a common requirement for automotive battery and electrical systems.

[0009] The module can be implemented as a solid-state system (e.g., without relays to
transfer of energy in either direction). For example, the module’s electronics may include one
or more enhancement mode n-channel field-effect transistors (N-FETS), which can be used in
parallel to reduce the Equivalent Series Resistance (ESR) of the delivery of the energy or
even in the split mode recharging scheme. In some embodiments, the total quicscent current
of the electronics may be less than 50 mA so that excess drain does not occur over extended

periods of time.
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[0010] A module may include a DC converter whose input and output voltage and current
can be controlled, allowing: (1) the voltage on the back of UCs to be controlled precisely; (2)
the charge current on the UCs to be controlled, facilitating the ability to bring a completely
dead set of UCs up to full charge; (3) the input current to be set so as not to draw too much
power out of the system, allowing the vehicle’s DC bus to operate other devices; and/or (4)
the minimum input voltage to be set for throttling back the UCs charging in order to avoid
opcrating the battcry systems outside of a dcsired or predeterminced (c.g., safc) opcrating

regime.

[0011] Thc DC converter can be broken up into multiple phasc angles, cnabling lower pcak
currents, less electromagnetic interference (EMI), and/or smaller more efficient components.
The multiple phases may be equally spaced on a 360° basis. For example, a 4-phase DC
converter splits the current pump charge into four equal parts that are 90 degrees apart in the
time spectrum. The DC converter can control the current and/or voltage on the input side and
the current and/or voltage on the output side. For instance, the voltage output can sct the
maximum voltage potential that is stored on the UCs, which may equal the stored energy (the
energy may be expressed by the equation E = 0.5CV?). Current output control may allow the
DC converter to charge a completely empty bank of UCs without excessive current (e.g.,
current that would normally collapse the converter). In some embodiments, the input voltage
limit and the input current control may allow the system to operate when the alternator is not
running and energy being transferred off the battery is limited to prevent the DC bus from

going below a predetermined voltage (e.g., 9 V fora 12 V system or 18 V for a 24 V system).

[0012] The module can be packaged to have only two tcrminal conncctions to the outside
world and can be connected to an engine just like a battery is connected to the engine.
Installation may be simple and safe, and little to no current may flow when the module is
initially connected. The controls can be co-located on a single printed circuit board assembly

(PCBA) for simplicity and lower cost.

[0013] Control of the entire system can be based on the DC voltage, which enables the
bidirectional transfer of energy using acceptable set points and predetermined battery
voltages. This control can be accomplished in either the analog or digital domain; control can
also be asynchronous and therefore adaptable to just about any vehicle. The control has
appreciably zero built-in hysteresis, thus allowing fast and extremely steady voltage levels.
Stability may be achieved because it is asynchronous and has no forced frequency domain in
the response. In other words, the transfer of energy may not be forced at any rate or regulator

repeated pulses. In some cases, only enough energy is transferred to satisfy the set points.

3.
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Since cach vehicle and each vehicle’s wiring loads are unique, this allows a one-size-fits-all

module architecture.

[0014] An example module can include active balancing circuits for controlling (e.g.,
equalizing) the Ultra Capacitor charge, thereby preventing any single Ultra Capacitor from
taking too much energy. The UC balancing circuit can be dynamic and the set points may
vary with temperature. Because the energy is modulated back to the vehicle’s DC bus, the
energy stored in the UCs can be higher than that of the vehicle’s rated system itself. This
allows more energy to be stored and fewer peak currents to occur than is the case when
cncrgy is stored at a ncarly cquipotential. This mcthod supports cxtended static vchicle load
support for longer periods, including those in the delivery vehicle use case. There is no
practical limit to the number of Ultra Capacitors used to store energy or their exact
parallel/series configurations as long as the total cell voltage is higher than the voltage level

of the vehicle’s battery system.

[0015] In some embodiments, the module can include multiple voltage comparators (e.g.,
three for each DC converter) and logic coupled to the voltage comparators. The logic
determines whether or not to recharge or deliver energy based on the values of some or all of
the voltage comparators (c.g., two of thc thrcc voltage comparators). This substantially
increases the system’s overall reliability and dependability. It can also include two smaller
DC converters that support the operation of the system’s electronics over a very wide DC bus

operating range and overcome the gate-source voltage threshold.

[0016] The module can be compatible with batteries of any chemistry, including but not

limited to lead acid batteries.

[0017] Additional embodiments of the present technology include methods for regulating a
voltage level of a vehicle battery in a vehicle. In an example method, control logic determines
if the voltage level is below a predetermined voltage threshold, which may be based on the
vehicle battery age, vehicle age, vehicle battery condition, vehicle battery quantity, vehicle
battery type, vehicle starter type, starter age, temperature, and experience of the vehicle
driver. If the voltage level is below the predetermined voltage threshold, the control logic
initiates a discharge of at least one ultracapacitor in electrical communication with the vehicle
battery. The control logic modulates the discharge of the ultracapacitor so as to raise the
voltage level at least to the predetermined voltage threshold, e.g., by by controlling current

flow through at Icast onc transistor in clcctrical communication with the ultracapacitor.

[0018] In addition, the control logic may transfer energy from the vehicle battery to the

ultracapacitor whilc the vchicle alternator is off. This transfcr of energy can be initiated after
4.
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determining that the voltage level exceeds a recharge voltage threshold. In some cases, the
transfer of energy is initiated only when voltage amount of the vehicle battery exceeds the
recharge voltage threshold. Energy may also be transferred from the vehicle battery to the

ultracapacitor when the voltage level is less than a voltage level required to start the vehicle.

[0019] In some cases, there may a plurality of ultracapacitors that are switched by the
control logic between a parallel configuration for charging and a serial configuration for

discharging.

[0020] Another example of the present technology includes an apparatus for regulating a
voltage level of a vehicle battery. This apparatus may comprise a plurality of ultracapacitors
connected in series to store charge; at least one voltage comparator in electrical
communication with the vehicle battery and the ultracapacitors; and control logic in electrical
communication with the voltage comparator and the ultracapacitors. In operation, the
comparator performs a comparison of the voltage level to a predetermined voltage threshold.
And the control logic modulate discharges of the ultracapacitors based on the comparison so

as to raise the voltage level to at least the predetermined voltage threshold.

[0021] In some embodiments, the control logic comprises at least one transistor, in
electrical communication with the ultracapacitors, to control current flow into and/or out of
the ultracapacitors. The comparator can be in electrical communication with a gate of the

transistor to control the current flow into and/or out of the ultracapacitors.

[0022] The apparatus may also comprising a direct current (DC) converter in electrical
communication with the ultracapacitors and the voltage comparator(s). In operation, the DC
converter charges the ultracapacitors in response to a comparison of the voltage level and a
recharge voltage threshold. In these examples, the voltage comparator may comprises a first
voltage comparator in electrical communication with the DC converter and a second voltage
comparator in electrical communication with the control logic. The first voltage comparator
cnables the DC converter if the voltage level exceeds the recharge voltage threshold, and the
second voltage comparator performs the comparison of the voltage level to the predetermined
voltage threshold. The DC converter can also be configured to transfer charge from the
vehicle battery to the ultracapacitors in response to an output from the voltage comparator
indicating that voltage level is above the recharge voltage threshold. And the DC converter
can deliver energy to a vehicle bus of the vehicle in response to an output from the

comparator(s).

[0023] The apparatus may also include a temperature sensor, operably coupled to the DC

converter, to monitor a temperaturc of the vehicle battery. If desired, the DC converter can be
5.
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configured to vary the predetermined voltage threshold and/or the recharge voltage threshold

based on the temperature of the vehicle battery.

[0024] The apparatus may also include a switch, in electrical communication with the
ultracapacitors, to switch the ultracapacitors between a serial configuration and a parallel
configuration, e.g., for discharging and charging, respectively. And the apparatus may
include a manual interface, operably coupled to the control logic, that enables a driver of the

vehicle to engage and/or disengage the apparatus.

[0025] Another embodiment includes an apparatus for regulating a voltage level of a
vehicle battery that includes: a plurality of ultracapacitors; a first voltage comparator in
electrical communication with the vehicle battery; control logic in electrical communication
with the first voltage comparator and the ultracapacitors; a second voltage comparator in
electrical communication with the vehicle battery; control logic in electrical communication
with the first voltage comparator and the ultracapacitors; a DC converter in electrical
communication with the ultracapacitors and the second voltage comparator; and a
temperature sensor operably coupled to the DC converter. In operation, the first voltage
comparator compares the voltage level to a first voltage threshold. The control logic
discharges the ultracapacitors if the voltage lcvel is below the first voltage threshold. The
second voltage comparator compares the voltage level to a second voltage threshold. The
control logic discharges the ultracapacitors if the voltage level is above the second voltage
threshold. The DC converter charges the plurality of ultracapacitors if the voltage level is
above the second voltage threshold. And the temperature sensor monitors a temperature of
the vchicle battcry. The DC converter can also vary the first voltage threshold and/or the

second voltage threshold based on the temperature of the vehicle battery.

[0026] 1t should be appreciated that all combinations of the foregoing concepts and
additional concepts discussed in greater detail below (provided such concepts are not
mutually inconsistent) are contemplated as being part of the inventive subject matter
disclosed herein. In particular, all combinations of claimed subject matter appearing at the
end of this disclosure are contemplated as being part of the inventive subject matter disclosed
herein. It should also be appreciated that terminology explicitly employed herein that also
may appear in any disclosure incorporated by reference should be accorded a meaning most

consistent with the particular concepts disclosed herein.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0027]  The skilled artisan will understand that the drawings primarily are for illustrative
purposes and are not intended to limit the scope of the inventive subject matter described
herein. The drawings are not necessarily to scale; in some instances, various aspects of the
inventive subject matter disclosed herein may be shown exaggerated or enlarged in the
drawings to facilitate an understanding of different features. In the drawings, like reference
characters generally refer to like features (e.g., functionally similar and/or structurally similar

clements).
[0028] FIG. 1A is a photograph of an example Engine Start and Battery Support Module.

10029] FIGS. 1B-C arc schematic diagrams illustrating cxamplc usc of Enginc Start and
Battery Support Module installed in a vehicle (e.g., a car or truck).

[0030] FIGS. 2A-B show circuit diagrams depicting an overall master architecture for an

example Engine Start and Battery Support Module.

[0031] FIGS. 3A-C show several embodiments of a DC converter that may be used in the
Engine Start and Battery Support Module to recharge a bank of expended ultracapacitors.

[0032] FIGS. 3D-E show example features of the isolated DC converters of FIG. 3C.

[0033] FIG. 4 shows switches in an Engine Start and Battery Support Module for switching
inter-cell connections between ultracapacitors from series connections to parallel connections

and vice versa.

[0034] FIGS. 5A-B shows ultracapacitors arranged in a non-split (FIG. 5A) and split (FIG.
5B) series configuration for use in an Energy Start and Battery Support Module.

[0035] FIGS. 6A-B show circuit diagrams of example direct current converters that can be

used in the Engine Start and Battery Support Module.

[0036] FIG. 7 shows a flow diagram illustrating an example operation of an Engine Start

and Battery Support Module.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0037] Ultracapacitor-based engine cranking systems can be used to assist vehicle battery
systems to crank when initiating an engine starting sequence. With these systems, existing
vehicle wiring systems may be rerouted to create a direct connection from the ultracapacitors
to the starter motor. In some cases, the ultracapacitors may be in parallel with the vehicle

batteries. As the starting sequence is initiated, the ultracapacitors are discharged, providing
7.
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energy to spin the starter motor. After the engine is started, the vehicle’s alternator/gencrator
is used to generate electricity and thus recharge the ultracapacitors. This system may also
include a DC/DC converter that recharges the ultracapacitors from the parallel connected

batteries.
[0038] An Example Engine Start and Battery Support Module

[0039] FIG. 1 shows an example ultracapacitor (UC)-based Engine Start and Battery
Support Module (hereinafter a “Module”) 100 that can be used to assist a vchicle battery
system during an engine starting sequence. The Module 100 shown in FIG. 1 is a two-wire
system and can be included into any standard DC bus in parallel with any number of
batteries. The Module 100 can be used to maintain a healthy DC bus voltage for a vehicle that
is starting (c.g., by vehicle starter 101) or consuming a large load while stopped. It may be
used to augment existing batteries 102 in vehicles, e.g., as shown in FIGS. 1B-C, or as a
replacement for traditional lead acid batteries. Some of the advantages of such a module are
that it can be installed safely and without special tools and may require little or no wiring

changes to existing infrastructures.

[0040] In some embodiments, the Module 100 can include a bank of UCs that supports both
engine 103 starting assistance and “hotel load” 104a support. The term “hotel load” refers to
the non-driving energy demands on a wvehicle, including energy use for lights, air
conditioning, heating, computers, tracking systems, safety systems, etc., which are indicated
in FIG. 1C as vehicle loads 104a and accessory loads 104b. When a vchicle’s engine 103 is
off, the vehicle’s energy demands constitute the hotel load. The Module 100 can be used to
start a vehicle and/or to deliver energy back to the vehicle in a controlled fashion to support
either the vehicle’s static loads during short term stops and/or to supply energy to get the
vchicle’s clectronics functioning, thus allowing the vehicle to start once the enginc 103 is
cranked. Examples of static loads during short stops may be the clectronics, air-conditioning,
lighting systems, ectc., left on once the vehicle’s engine 103 has stopped. In some

embodiments, the static loads may include accessory loads 104b.,

[0041] In some embodiments, the Module 100 can be configured to address the
difficulty/inability of vehicles to start in adverse weather, under duress from extremely weak
batteries, and/or from the effects of an excessively high number of engine starts. Further, the
Module 100 enhances the health of the vehicle’s battery 102 and starter motor 101 by
maintaining (c.g., incrcasing if it has fallen) the voltage on the vchicle’s dircct current (DC)
bus 106, which comprises, for example, negative DC bus 106a and positive DC bus 106b
(FIG. 1C), during short off times and cranking. For example, maintaining a higher and/or
8.
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more stable voltage allows for increases in the life of the batteries 102 and the starter motor

101, in some cases dramatically.

[0042] In some embodiments, the Module 100 may be all solid-state. As understood in the
art of electronic, solid-state components, including field-effect transistors (FETs) and
insulated gate bipolar transistors (IGBT), tend to be faster, more reliable, and consume less
power than relays and contactors. Further, the Module 100 may provide capabilities to allow
a driver a manual “Redo” button that would start the transfer of energy from the batteries 102
to the UCs. For example, this may be used in the situation where the vehicle may not start the
first timc. Such may allow the system to reccharge on command cven when the alternator 105
is not running. While the duration-to-charge time may be longer, the net result may be the
same. In addition, more and/or larger banks of UCs can be added to increase the system’s

total energy storage capabilities, for example, for an Auxiliary Power Unit (APU).

[0043] In some embodiments, the Module 100 can, physically and/or energetically, be
scaled to meet most or all applications. For example, the Module 100 can be designed to fit
into battery group Battery Council International (BCI) size 31 (e.g., corresponding to heavy-
duty commercial grade batteries). In some embodiments, the overall shape can be
approximatcly rcctangular, and thc two wircs can corrcspond to the positive and ncgative
battery terminals. In some embodiments, the Module 100 may be compatible with existing
vehicle battery systems and may not require special installation methods, tools, and/or safety
requirements, serving as a one size fits all type of architecture. For example, the Module 100
can be designed to fit into housing that is a standard battery size, and can also tie directly on
the bus. In somc cmbodiments, the Module 100 can fit into a Group 31 sizc with a hcight that
is slightly higher than the standard Group 31 battery or “bumped out” to support 18 cells with
electronics. A newly tooled case can be used to maximize space as the Module 100 can be
lighter than a heavy lead battery. FIGS. 1B-C show schematic diagrams illustrating example
use of Engine Start and Battery Support Module 100 installed in a vehicle.

[0044] Engine Start and Battery Support Module Architectures

[0045] FIGS. 2A-B show circuit diagrams depicting an overall master architecture 200 for
an example Engine Start and Battery Support Module 100 with a two wire system
corresponding to a positive battery terminal 212a and a negative battery terminal 212b. The
architecture 200 allows for independent adjustments of the voltage levels at which hotel loads
and cnginc starts arc supported, thus providing for variable cnergy delivery depending on the
specific application and/or exact installation. The Module 100 is capable of modulating the
transfer of energy between the UCs 201 and the system batteries 102 in both directions. For
9.
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cxample, the Module 100 recognizes when to deliver charge to keep batteries 102 alive for
short stops without the engine running. It also recognizes the static loads to reset the
electronics in some applications prior to starting. In addition, it may automatically connect
any remaining energy in the UC bank 201 directly in parallel to the batteries 102 during an
engine start, thereby keeping the system voltage above some determined lower levels that
may cause premature battery and starter motor failures. In effect, it changes the ESR of the
cntirc vechicles DC system. Different combinations of scrics and parallel ccll configurations

may be used depending on the amount of ESR to be used in comparison to hotel load.

[0046] For cxamplc, the architecturc 200 contains a scrial string of UCs 201, cach of which
can be high specific capacitance electrochemical capacitor that stores energy electrostatically.
A typical UC 201 has a capacitance value that is about 10,000 times that of an electrolytic
capacitor, an energy density approximately 10% that of a conventional battery, and a power
density up to 100 times that of the battery. This allows for a faster charge and discharge
cycles for ultra-capacitors 201 compared to conventional batteries. It can also give UCs 201

extremely long cycle lives compared to batteries.

[0047] Each UC 201 can be charged to a predetermined level of per cell voltage. As a
spccific cxample, the UCs 201 may be charged to support 2.7 V/cell. The per-cell voltage
value may be shifted automatically higher (e.g., 3.0 V/cell) when a low temperature is
reached (e.g., 0° F) and even higher per-cell voltage (e.g., 3.3 V/cell) when the temperature
falls even lower (e.g., below —20°F). In some embodiments, the temperature may be
measured by a sensor 202. In some embodiments, each pack of UCs 201 may use a DC/DC
converter (c.g., a 500 W DC/DC converter) 203 that can be scttable in a factory to a voltage
range, ¢.g., from 16.2 V to 24 V. The converter 203 may have either a boost or single-ended
primary inductor converter (SEPIC) topography.

[0048] In some embodiments, the energy stored in the UCs 201 may be taken from the DC
bus, and in some instances, it may be transferred directly back from the UCs 201 onto the
same DC bus, allowing for a controlled charging process of batteries 102 in a vehicle.
Effectively, the Module 100 dynamically adjusts the Equivalent Series Resistance (ESR) of
the vehicle’s electrical system substantially constantly. In some embodiments, the Module
100 comprises UCs 201 that may have significantly lower ESR than a typical battery and
offer the ability to store energy quickly and to deliver the stored energy back to the vehicle
with minimal interface based on the vehicle’s changing needs both instantly and/or on a
continuous basis. The lower the ESR of the UCs 201, the more efficient the overall energy

transfer can be. The system can be scalable to the desired energy, which may be dictated by
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the size of the vehicle and its “work flow.” The Module 100, by modulating the transfer of
energy from the UCs 201 back to the DC battery bus, delivers the desired amount of cnergy,
instead of delivering too much energy (and wasting excess energy) or falling short and not
delivering enough energy, as may happen when a module delivers a predetermined amount of
power. In some embodiments, the modulation of the transfer of energy and/or the charging
and/or discharging of UCs 201 may be controlled by a logic control 210 that may be in
clectrical communication with thc DC converter 203 and the UCs 201, and can be
accomplished via FET 220. The Module 100 determines how to modulate the energy transfer
based on variations in voltage and/or current caused by several variables, including but not
limited to vehicle DC bus loads, starter motor sizes, battery age, wiring conditions, battery
conditions, battery quantity, accessories, starter type, starter age, battery type, temperature,

experience of the driver, etc.

[0049] For example, the Module 100 may allow for energy to be drawn from otherwise
dead batteries over an extended period of time without further collapsing them below a
destructive voltage level. For example, a lead-acid battery that is discharged to a point where
its voltage is not high enough to start an internal combustion engine may still possess enough
energy to completely charge one or more UCs (e.g., if the UC stores less energy than the
battery). The Module 100 may charge the UCs 201 from the battery 102 using a DC
converter 203 that controls both the current and voltage on both the input side and the output

side of the UC 201 and battery 102 couplc.

[0050] In supporting the DC bus voltage of the vehicle’s battery 102, in some
cmbodiments, the transfer of energy to the DC bus may be pulsed, c.g., by a buck converter.
For example, the pulse may not be a fixed pulse-width modulation (PWM) 204 but rather
may be at the natural frequency of the specific truck that it is installed in. In short, energy
transferred from the UCs 201 to the battery 102 is based on the vehicle’s demand at that
moment. The recharge of the UCs 201 can be either pulsed if the cells are divided to enable a
buck converter or recharged using a DC converter 203. In either case, the total voltage on the
bank of UCs 201 may be actively adjusted both upwards and downwards depending on some
parameter of interest, a particular example being the temperature in the module, as measured
by a temperature sensor 202, for example. Such an embodiment may make efficient use of

the potential energy that can be stored in each cell as well as extend the life of the cells.

[0051] In some embodiments, the Module may recharge the UCs 201 when the alternator
105 isn’t running. The DC converter 203 may recharge the bank of UCs 201 by transferring
the energy proportional to the vehicle’s ability to deliver it. For example, the Module 100
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may not take too much energy out of the batteries 102 that the batteries 102 would drain
below some lower limit potential (e.g., lower than 9 V). In addition, the power transfer to
recharge the UCs 201 can be scalable using parallel combinations of controller chips
arranged in a master and (many) slave organization where each controller contributes an
additional phase worth of energy up to 12 phases. As such, a 250 W, 500 W, 750 W, etc.
charger could be used with little expense. In implementing multiple phases, one phase
controls thc master timing and the other “slave™ phascs arc shifted by cqual intcrvals from the
master. The use of multiple phases allows the power transfer to be spread over time, thus

effecting smaller peak currents and smaller more efficient components.

[0052] In some embodiments, the UCs 201 can be charged primarily using the vehicle’s
alternator 105 (shown in FIGS. 1B and 1C). In some embodiments, the UCs 201 can be
charged by drawing energy from the batteries 102 of the vehicle. The recharging of the UCs
201 may be either automatic and can occur when the enginel03 is running (7.e., alternator
105 is on) or it may be when commanded to do so during an emergency situation where the
vehicle is without enough power to start on its own. For example, the Module 100 can power
up and reset itself automatically upon being connected into a live battery system. For
example, if the Module 100 is connected in parallel to the battery system 102, when the
vehicle is started, the alternator 105 charges the batteries 102 as originally intended while the
Module 100 draws energy from the batteries 102. The Module 100 can balance the voltage on
thc power bus between the UC’s 201 and batterics 102 until the UC’s 201 have rcached

capacity.

[0053] In somc cmbodiments, cach Module 100 may bc able to opcratc in cither an
automatic and/or manual mode, e.g., via the manual interface 214 shown in FIG. 2A. The
automatic mode may be utilized for delivery applications and very short haul uses where the
number of engine starts per day are large, where it will be used to keep the battery bus alive
for hotel support during a delivery stop. The manual mode may be utilized to start the truck
where it will be used to energize the starter 101 with minimal energy used to operate the
truck, enough to keep alive the electronics during a start sequence. In some embodiments,
whether the Module 100 is in 2 manual mode or an automatic mode may be controlled by a
switch 216 that, when turned on, allows the driver to engage the Module 100 via the manual

interface 214.

[0054] In the automatic mode of operation, the energy is released initially slowly to
maintain a specified battery bus voltage until the UC bank 201 is expended. When the bus

voltage equals the UCs voltage, the two systems are effectively in parallel from then on. In
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the automatic mode, the actual battery bus voltage determines when the system goes from
charging to neutral to discharging. When the mode of operation is manual, the energy is
released slowly initially to maintain a specified battery bus voltage and then when the UC
voltage equals the battery bus voltage the two systems are effectively in parallel. In manual
mode, the Module senses an attempt to start the engine as indicated, e.g., by a turn of the
ignition key or the voltage on a voltage meter on the instrument panel. Otherwise this system
opcratcs just likc in the automatic modc cxccpt the beginning of the cvent is triggered
intentionally. In the manual mode, the UC system does not lengthen the starting sequence

and the driver starts the truck as normal.

[0055] Further, in some embodiments, the UCs” per-cell charge can be adjusted and raised
during periods of low temperatures (e.g., less than 0° F) and even higher during ultra-low
temperatures (e.g., less than —20° F). The raising of the cell voltage, which can be dynamic
and/or automatic, may lead to an increase in the UC energy storage capability. In addition,
some embodiments allow for the slow release of this energy based on the DC bus voltage
using a pulse-width modulation (PWM) controller. The charging can be either from an
onboard DC/DC converter 203, an alternating current (AC) hook up, and/or from smartly

switching the banks of UCs 201 between parallel and serial connections.

[0056] The cell charging system has three characteristics, the first being where possible the
alternator 105 may be used to recharge the UCs 201 up to a predetermined voltage, e.g.,
14.5 V. This may be accomplished using a FET 220 when the bus voltage is higher than the
voltage across the UC bank 201. Second, above 14.5V, each product can use a 500 W
DC/DC converter 203 that is scttablc in the factory to a desired voltage range, c¢.g., from 16.2
V to 24 V. The converter 203 may be designed on a boost or SEPIC topography, and is
capable of working down to 9 V in the event a future re-start option is included. Third, when
the voltage on the pack reaches its predetermined set point, even when the truck is off for
extended periods, the converter 203 may be designed to minimize its quiescent current to
keep the overall system’s drain low, yet with the dependability of being available for a start at
any time. The current drain may be approximately 1 W per 100 kJ of stored energy, once

charged, for example.

[0057] Cell balancing can be a clamping type in order to reduce or minimize self-drain. It
can have temperature compensated set points with one or more distinct levels, e.g., three
levels at 2.7V, 3V, and 3.3 V. In some embodiments, the voltage set points may be
maintained at the DC system voltage regulator 230, e.g., the DC system voltage regulator 230

may be set to match various ultracapacitor cell voltages for balancing. In some cases, the
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balancing may be supplied by the ultracapacitors 201 and/or the DC system voltage regulator
230 to reduce or minimize self-drain. In some embodiments, this compensation may happen
automatically. In some embodiments, the cell balancing can be on the same Printed Circuit

Board Assembly (PCBA) as the control logic 210 in FIG. 2A.

[0058] In the exemplary implementations discussed herein and/or any other
implementations of the embodiments of the present technology, additional features may be
available. For example, a smart user interface 107 could be included (e.g., connected to the
Module 100 via a cable as shown in FIG. 1B) to indicate to the driver the status of the UC
pack 201 (c.g., UC power Icvel). The smart user interface 107 may include LED status
indicators or a “smart” UC fuel gauge display that indicate the status of the UC pack 201. It
may also include “Redo” button that gives the driver the option to redo a charge sequence.
Further, connections to the controller area network bus (CANbus) of the vehicle could be
offered for better integration into the vehicle’s system, in some cases by the vehicle

manufacturer as an integral part of the built-in display.

[0059] In some embodiments, the energy in the Module 100 may be stored at a level that is
higher than the nominal voltage on the bus and may then be released as desired to support the
hecalthy DC bus voltage of a vchicle rcgardless of the static load 104 or cven during the
vehicle’s starting sequence. In some embodiments, the vehicle starting event may be
regarded as a big static load, and the Module’s support of the DC bus may cover both the
vehicle starting sequence and the static load. In these embodiments, rewiring the vehicle or
delivering energy to the starter motor 101 may become unnecessary. The module architecture
200 keeps the voltage stored in the UC bank 201 at a higher level than the battery bus and
releases it slowly depending on the dip of that bus voltage due to load changes. Pure DC is
pushed to the bus using a PWM buck converter with N-channel FETs 205 delivering the
power with an inductor sized for the hotel or truck electronics load only after which it
saturates when the FETs 205 are on fully. The PWM 204 puts the UC bank 201 in parallel to
the battery 102 when the PWM 204 reaches 100% on. The loop maintains a predetermined

battery bus voltage level with a time response rated at >10 kHz.

[0060] In some embodiments, the Module 100 delivers energy directly to the DC bus and
does so in an asynchronous way without (intentional) hysteresis. As such, even during an
engine cranking, the system may maintain a voltage as close to a set point (e.g., 12.5 V) as
possible even as the load of the system changes by a large factor (e.g., 1000 or more) during a
starting cycle. In some embodiments, the recharge may be multi-phase and dynamic with

four quadrants being controlled allowing the system to adjust to the environment, the state of
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charge of the UCs, and the system batteries. (Here, the term “quadrants” refers to the current
and voltage control of the input and output of the converter.) Further, the transfer of energy is
pulsed in variable amounts, thereby reducing pseudo Electro-Magnetic Interference (EMI)
emitted from the module. The Module 100 acts very much like a frequency-hopping radio in

this regard. The pulses may occur at a fixed repetition frequency or have fixed pulse widths.
[0061] DC Converters for Recharging Ultracapacitors

[0062] FIGS. 3A-C show several embodiments of a DC converter 303 that may be used in
the Module 100 to recharge the bank of UCs 301 when they are expended. The recharge may
occur in between start cycles and while the engine is running. Further, in some embodiments,
the converters 303 may be used to charge the UC bank 301 initially when the Module 100 has
been installed and to recharge the UC bank 301 when the batteries 302 and the bank of UCs
301 are depleted either by extended vehicle off-time or when the vehicle will not start after
the initial attempt(s). In such embodiments, the DC converter 303 may be able to control the
input voltage cutoff so as not to ruin an otherwise depleted battery (e.g., when it is drawing
energy from the battery 302 to charge up the UCs 301), control both the input and output
current in order to be able to charge nearly empty UCs 301, and/or control a variable output
voltage sct point in order to control the cnergy storcd on the bank of UCs 301 as the

temperature varies.

[0063] Exemplary embodiments of DC converters 303 that can be used in the Module 100
comprise enhancement mode (normally open) N-FETs that allow for the modulation of the
transfer of power to a vehicle’s DC bus. In some embodiments, the DC converter 303 may be
bi-directional, while in others it may not be bi-directional, but rather may comprise separate
converters that regulate the transfer of power by monitoring the currents on either side.
Further, in somc cmbodiments, the DC converters 303 in the Module 100 may have no
limitations as to how much energy can be transmitted on the delivery side. In addition, they
may be scalable. For example, during an engine start the energy may be transferred without
much delay and with as much energy as the UCs 301 have stored in order to keep that DC
bus at some desired voltage (e.g., 12.5 V), which may effectively result in the UCs 301 being
in parallel to the battery 302 in a starting sequence.

[0064] FIG. 3A shows an example module architecture 300a coupled to a conventional

battery 302 in vehicle. The module includes a bank of UCs 301 connected in series with a DC

voltage bus that is clectrically connccted to the battery’s 302 positive terminal and an isolated

DC converter 303a. The DC converter 303a may be electrically isolated as the positive is

connected to the positive battery terminal (BATH) through the inductor, effectively changing
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its ground potential. In these embodiments, the control of voltage and current on its input and

output may have to be transferred over the isolated barrier.

[0065] The ground side of the UC bank 301 is coupled to the drain side of a set of N-FETs
305, which have sources coupled to the battery’s 302 negative terminal and the DC converter
303a. In some embodiments, the gates of the N-FETs 305 are coupled to the output of a first
voltage comparator 306, which has an input coupled to the DC voltage bus. A second voltage
comparator 307 has an input coupled to the DC voltage bus and an output that enables or
disables the isolated DC converter 303a. In operation, the first voltage comparator 306
comparcs thc bus voltage to a sct point voltage (c.g., 12 V) and triggers a pulsc from the UC
bank 301 whenever the bus voltage falls below the set point voltage, thereby maintaining the
bus voltage at or above the set point voltage. The second voltage comparator 307 compares
the bus voltage to charge voltage (e.g., 13.5 V) and enables the DC converter 303a whenever
the bus voltage falls below the charge voltage. In response to the enable signal, the DC

converter 303a charges the UC bank 301.

[0066] FIG. 3B shows a non-isolated DC converter 303b where the N-FETs 305 are in the
high side and the DC converter 303b charges the “tops” of the UCs 301 maintaining a ground
conncction all the time. This allows the DC converter 303b not to be isolated, reducing the
cost of it significantly in both prototyping and production terms. In some embodiments, the
drive circuit for the N-FETs 305 may have the gate-source voltage Vat-source 10 be at least
several volts (e.g., 10 V) higher than the source voltage Viowe: (and in some instances, the
Vsouree may be BATH+). Since, in such embodiments, BAT+ may be sitting between 9 volts
and 14.5 volts above ground, this may causc Vgaesource t0 be approximatcly 24 volts, which
could result in the use of a small separate boost circuit. In some embodiments, one may also
use isolated high side FET drivers that can switch this voltage level into the high gate
capacitance for the parallel bank of N-FETS that may be used to deliver the current during an
engine start. The exemplary embodiment shown in FIG. 3B has the advantages of having

fewer connections and components.

[0067] FIG. 3C shows a system comprising two DC converters 303¢ and 303d, where one
converter 303d is used to charge or recharge the bank of UCs and the other converter 303c is
used to deliver the energy back to the DC bus. Each of these converters in their “normal”
mode may have a set point that triggers the converter to turn on. For example, to promote a
healthy battery, an exemplary 12.5 V set-point may be chosen to deliver energy back to the
DC bus and a 13.75 V set-point to initiate a recharge cycle. Other set points can be

determined differently as these are adjustable. However, the Module architecture 300c also
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monitors the input and output currents. This feature allows the recharging of the UCs 301 to
begin at times other than just when the alternator 105 is running, such as but not limited to
when the batteries 302 are too weakened to perform a start and the bank of UCs 301 are

exhausted such as during an extended stop.

[0068] FIG. 3E and FIG. 3D show details of some example features of the isolated DC
converters 303c and 303d, respectively. In some embodiments, these converters may be bi-
directional, and in others, they may not be bi-directional. In the examples shown in FIGS.
3D-E, the separate isolated converters regulate the transfer of power by monitoring currents

on the charge input side (FIG. 3E) and the discharge output side (F1G. 3D).

[0069]  As discussed above, in some embodiments, a Module’s energy may be stored in
UCs 201 that may be configured in series and/or parallel configurations. The amount of
capacitance and/or the type of battery a Module 100 is compatible with may not be restricted,
and in most embodiments, the voltage on the capacitors 201 may be higher than the voltage
in the vehicle. The method of boosting the voltage can employ a conventional boost style
converter that can be configured as a flyback, straight boost, or SEPIC, and may be either
isolated or non-isolated. The converter can use a multi-phase approach to minimize the peak
switching currcnts, which can in turn allow smallcr, morc cfficiecnt componcnts, better EMI
performance, and lower cost. In increments of a set amount of power (e.g., 250 W), more
phases can be added that may increase the recharge power level and reduce the recharge time.
When each phase is added its switching frequency may intentionally be out of phase with the

first switch.
[0070] Internal Ultracapacitor Connections for Charging and Discharging

[0071] FIG. 4 shows an embodiment depicting the changing of inter-cell connections within
UCs 401 between series and parallel connections to accommodate a buck-only charge and
discharge scheme is shown. In some embodiments, the UCs 401 may be recharged by
splitting them up into equal banks of cells 401a and 401b where their fully charged total
voltage is less than the vehicle’s system. In some embodiments, the UCs 401 may be charged
by splitting the UCs 401 into several banks, each bank containing same and/or different
number of UCs 401. In such embodiments, the UCs 401 can be recharged in a buck mode
where energy is pulsed down to the caps. Such embodiments require more solid state
switches and additional current control. When charged, the packs may be put back in series
and rcadicd for dclivering power. In some cmbodiments, a scrics/parallcl switch 402 can split
the UCs 401 into two parallel banks 401a and 401b with equal numbers UCs 401 with total
voltages below the vehicle’s system voltage, or connect them to form a single UC bank with
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a total voltage above the vehicle’s system voltage. In some embodiments, this may allow a

single buck converter to be used for charging and discharging the UCs 401.

[0072] FIGS. 5A and 5B show converters 503 that can be used in some exemplary methods
of charging the UCs 501 in the Module 100. FIG. 5A shows a separate and dedicated non-
isolated DC converter 503a that boosts the voltage up to the UCs 501a during a recharge
cycle. FIG. 5B shows splitting the cell stack in two 501b and 501c (e.g., equal halves each
containing half of total number of cells) and then buck charging each half in parallel using the
vehicle’s nominal DC bus as the point where the energy is taken from. In some embodiments,
the vechicle’s voltage may be higher than cach of the split cclls. The energy may be pulsed in
a controlled manner to each stack in a buck mode concept. The switches 502 represent points
where the stacks are “put together” and then “separated” to accomplish this. Once charged to
a given voltage, the two stacks are then put back in series for use in the “delivery” mode, i.e.,
energy out mode. The mechanical switches 502 shown represent the “solid state” switching

that may occur in real time.

[0073] In some embodiments, the switches 502 may be comprised of enhancement mode
N-FETs and may carry the appropriate maximum current when connected in the delivery
(cnergy out) mode (c.g., up to 2500 A). In somc cmbodiments, the FETs can be sized to
handle the charging current which may be in the range of 10-25 A. The switching of FIG. 5B
may be less expensive and may provide for smaller electronics and allow for the re-usage of
the on-board inductor in both directions. In some embodiments, the current mode controller
may monitor and limit the root mean square (RMS) current that flows from the vehicle’s
battcry to thc two stacks of UCs 501b and 501c smartly and under most or all circumstanccs
of the state of the charge on the capacitors. In some embodiments, more capacitors 501, and
more stacks of UCs (e.g., 3, 4, 5, etc.) may be used, where each stack may contain same

and/or different number of UCs.

[0074] In some embodiments, the DC converters shown in FIG. 5B can be utilized to buck
switch the charging of the bank of UCs 501 by splitting the UCs 501 into two equal stacks
501b and 501c, then recombining them in series when they are charged and readied for use.
The splitting of the UCs 501 in two equal stacks may allow the UCs’ fully charged voltage to
be double when recombined (e.g., each is charged to 12.0 V, or 24.0 V when recombined).
The example as shown in FIG. 5B includes four switch circuits 502a, 502b, 502¢ and 502d
where two of those switches 502¢ and 502d may be capable of handling the high currents

during an engine start and the other two 502 a and 502b can be sized smaller as they are used
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to let charging currents pass through them. An example of a switch that can be used is N-
FET.

[0075] In some embodiments of FIG. 5B, several N-FETs may be used to modulate power
back to the DC bus. For example, if a Module 100 in a non-split configuration (e.g., FIG. 5A)
includes ten N-FETs, the total number of N-FETs for split cell configuration (e.g., FIG. 5B)
could increase to 22 N-FETs. In such embodiments, depending on the current level, inductive
current sensing instead of standard current sense resistors may be used for sensing high
current. Some embodiments may include one or more voltage sensors to measure small

voltage drop across the inductor and then create the closed loop controls around their valucs.

[0076] FIGS. 6A-B shows detailed circuit diagram schematics of exemplary DC converters
that may be used in the Module. The DC converters can be multi-phase boost converters
capable of delivering 250 W/phase with four-quadrant current and voltage control on both the
input and output. This system can have an efficiency of approximately 95% and can be single
phase. As each phase gets added, the power can increase proportionally. Each successive
phase is intentionally “out of phase” with the preceding one by 360°/n where n is the total
number of phases. This reduces the peak currents and keeps the component sizes small. The
systcm may allow for faster recharge rates where these phascs could be added at the request
of the customer, or they may be proportional to the size of the vehicle where the module is to

be installed.
[0077] Operation of an Engine Start and Battery Support Module

[0078] FIG. 7 shows a flow diagram illustrating an example operating process for an
Engine Start and Battery Support Module 100. In some embodiments, the DC converter may
be able to control or set the thresholds and maximum values for both the input and output
voltages and current. Charging UCs 701 when they are empty may present a problem in that
they may act like dead shorts, and unless the output current is sensed and controlled the DC
converter may hiccup, collapse, or burn up. Setting an output current limit should help

avoiding or limiting such complications.

[0079] In some embodiments, the output voltage setting may sect the desired voltage on the
UCs 701 and may be variable based on temperature in order to increase or maximize the
capacitor’s life and deliver the appropriate energy when desired, especially in ultra-cold
environments. And the input current limit and minimum voltage can be useful in avoiding the
collapse of the batteries 702 below their safe operating region (e.g., 9 volts in a 12-volt
system) when the DC bus is being drained during a recharge recycle while the alternator is

off. In somc cmbodiments, this function may bc dynamic and thc control may be
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proportional—the more power is available for the recharge, the more power the system (e.g.,
converter 703) may take. For example, at 9 volts, the power consumed by the converter may
be zero, and at 13.75 volts the power may be 250 Watts for a single phase system and for any
voltage in between, the power consumed may be proportionally in between 0 Watts and 250
Watts. In some embodiments, the converter may also have a quiescent current of less than 25

mA when it is disabled which may be useful in maintaining overall system performance.
[0080] Example Engine Start and Battery Support Modules

[0081] The following non-limiting examples are intended to highlight aspects of Engine
Start and Battery Support Modules according to principles of the present disclosure.

[0082] Example device I: Number of cells: eight in series; UC cell capacitance: 3000 F;
Total Capacitance: 375 F; Voltage: 21.6 V when the temperature is greater than about 0° F

and 24 V when the temperature is less than about 0° F.

[0083] Example device 1 can provide “hotel load” support as a primary function with the
secondary function being reserving energy for the actual starting sequence. The ratio is
approximately 10:1 with the hotel load support getting more energy. The system
automatically supports a battery bus voltage from a string of UCs stacked in series and
charged up to 2.7 V/cell or 3.0 V/cell depending on temperature. When the voltage on the
cells equals the battery voltage they are then put in parallel by the design of the architecture.

Exemplary application of this device is when vehicles are used for delivery.

[0084] Example device 2: Number of cells: two parallel strings of six cells each in series;
UC cell capacitance: 3000 F; Total Capacitance: 1000 F; Voltage: 16.2V when the
temperature is greater than about 0° F and 18.0 V when the temperature is less than about 0°

F.

[0085] Example device 2 can deliver energy to crank the vehicle while providing a reduced
or minimal amount of energy to keep alive the vehicle clectronics during that process.
Exemplary application of this device is when vehicles are used for capacitance without

auxiliary power units.

[0086] Example device 3: Number of cells: threc parallel strings of six cells each in series;
UC cell capacitance: 3000 F; Total Capacitance: 1500 F; Voltage: 16.2 V when the
temperature is greater than about 0° F and 18.0 V when the temperature is less than about 0°
F.

[0087] Example device 3 can deliver energy to crank the vehicle while providing a reduced

minimal amount of energy to keep alive the vehicle electronics during that process. This
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application supports delivering more energy for vehicle electronics during vehicle starting
event, especially on vehicles where there are more than four batteries in parallel. Exemplary
application of this device is when vehicles are used for capacitance with auxiliary power

units.

[0088] Example device 4: Number of cells: three parallel strings of six cells each in series
UC cell capacitance: 3000 F; Total Capacitance: 1500 F; Voltage: 16.2 V when the
temperature is greater than about 0° F, 18.0 V when the temperature is less than about 0° F,

and 19.8 V when the temperature is less than about —20° F.

[0089] Example device 4 delivers increased or maximum energy to crank the vehicle in

ultra-low temperature applications.
[0090] Conclusion

[0091] While various inventive embodiments have been described and illustrated herein,
those of ordinary skill in the art will readily envision a variety of other means and/or
structures for performing the function and/or obtaining the results and/or one or more of the
advantages described herein, and each of such variations and/or modifications is deemed to
be within the scope of the inventive embodiments described herein. More generally, those
skilled in the art will readily appreciate that all parameters, dimensions, materials, and
configurations described herein are meant to be exemplary and that the actual parameters,
dimensions, materials, and/or configurations will depend upon the specific application or
applications for which the inventive teachings is/are used. Those skilled in the art will
recognize, or be able to ascertain using no more than routine experimentation, many
equivalents to the specific inventive embodiments described herein. It is, therefore, to be
understood that the foregoing embodiments are presented by way of example only and that,
within the scope of the appended claims and equivalents thereto; inventive embodiments may
be practiced otherwise than as specifically described and claimed. Inventive embodiments of
the present disclosure are directed to each individual feature, system, article, material, kit,
and/or method described herein. In addition, any combination of two or more such features,
systems, articles, materials, kits, and/or methods, if such features, systems, articles, materials,
kits, and/or methods are not mutually inconsistent, is included within the inventive scope of

the present disclosure.

[0092] The above-described embodiments can be implemented in any of numerous ways.
For example, embodiments of the present technology may be implemented using hardware,
firmware, software or a combination thereof. When implemented in firmware and/or

softwarc, the firmwarc and/or softwarc codc can bc cxccuted on any suitable proccssor or
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collection of logic components, whether provided in a single device or distributed among

multiple devices.

[0093] In this respect, various inventive concepts may be embodied as a computer readable
storage medium (or multiple computer readable storage media) (e.g., a computer memory,
one or more floppy discs, compact discs, optical discs, magnetic tapes, flash memories,
circuit configurations in Field Programmable Gate Arrays or other semiconductor devices, or
other non-transitory medium or tangible computer storage medium) encoded with one or
more programs that, when executed on one or more computers or other processors, perform
mcthods that implement the various cmbodiments of the invention discusscd above. The
computer readable medium or media can be transportable, such that the program or programs
stored thereon can be loaded onto one or more different computers or other processors to

implement various aspects of the present invention as discussed above.

[0094] The terms “program™ or “software” are used herein in a generic sense to refer to any
type of computer code or set of computer-executable instructions that can be employed to
program a computer or other processor to implement various aspects of embodiments as
discussed above. Additionally, it should be appreciated that according to one aspect, one or
morc computer programs that when cxccuted perform methods of the present invention need
not reside on a single computer or processor, but may be distributed in a modular fashion
amongst a number of different computers or processors to implement various aspects of the

present invention.

[0095] Computer-executable instructions may be in many forms, such as program modules,
executed by one or more computers or other devices. Generally, program modules include
routines, programs, objects, components, data structures, etc. that perform particular tasks or
implement particular abstract data types. Typically the functionality of the program modulcs

may be combined or distributed as desired in various embodiments.

[0096] Also, data structures may be stored in computer-readable media in any suitable
form. For simplicity of illustration, data structures may be shown to have fields that are
related through location in the data structure. Such relationships may likewise be achieved
by assigning storage for the fields with locations in a computer-readable medium that convey
relationship between the fields. However, any suitable mechanism may be used to establish a
relationship between information in fields of a data structure, including through the use of

pointers, tags or other mechanisms that cstablish rclationship between data clements.

[0097] Also, various inventive concepts may be embodied as one or more methods, of

which an cxamplc has been provided. The acts performed as part of the method may be
22.
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ordered in any suitable way. Accordingly, embodiments may be constructed in which acts
are performed in an order different than illustrated, which may include performing some acts

simultaneously, even though shown as sequential acts in illustrative embodiments.

[0098] All definitions, as defined and used herein, should be understood to control over
dictionary definitions, definitions in documents incorporated by reference, and/or ordinary

meanings of the defined terms.

[0099] The indefinite articles “a” and “an,” as used herein in the specification and in the
claims, unless clearly indicated to the contrary, should be understood to mean “at least one.”

[0100] The phrase “and/or,” as used herein in the specification and in the claims, should be

L]

understood to mean “cither or both™ of the elements so conjoined, i.c., elements that are
conjunctively present in some cases and disjunctively present in other cases. Multiple
elements listed with “and/or” should be construed in the same fashion, i.e., “one or more” of
the elements so conjoined. Other elements may optionally be present other than the elements
specifically identified by the “and/or” clause, whether related or unrelated to those elements
specifically identified. Thus, as a non-limiting example, a reference to “A and/or B”, when
used in conjunction with open-ended language such as “comprising” can refer, in one
embodiment, to A only (optionally including elements other than B); in another embodiment,

to B only (optionally including elements other than A); in yet another embodiment, to both A

and B (optionally including other elements); etc.

[0101] As used herein in the specification and in the claims, “or” should be understood to
have the same meaning as “and/or” as defined above. For example, when separating items in
a list, “or” or ““and/or” shall be interpreted as being inclusive, i.e., the inclusion of at least
one, but also including more than one, of a number or list of elements, and, optionally,
additional unlisted items. Only terms clearly indicated to the contrary, such as “only one of”
or “exactly one of,” or, when used in the claims, “consisting of,” will refer to the inclusion of
cxactly one clement of a number or list of clements. In general, the term “or” as used herein
shall only be interpreted as indicating exclusive alternatives (i.e. “one or the other but not

2

both”) when preceded by terms of exclusivity, such as “either,” “one of,” “only one of,” or
“exactly one of.” “Consisting essentially of,” when used in the claims, shall have its ordinary

meaning as used in the field of patent law.

[0102] As used herein in the specification and in the claims, the phrase “at least one,” in
reference to a list of one or more elements, should be understood to mean at least one element
selected from any one or more of the elements in the list of elements, but not necessarily

including at Icast onc of cach and cvery clement specifically listed within the list of clements
23.
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and not excluding any combinations of elements in the list of elements. This definition also
allows that elements may optionally be present other than the elements specifically identified
within the list of elements to which the phrase “at least one” refers, whether related or
unrelated to those elements specifically identified. Thus, as a non-limiting example, “at least
one of A and B” (or, equivalently, “at least one of A or B,” or, equivalently “at least one of A
and/or B”) can refer, in one embodiment, to at least one, optionally including more than one,
A, with no B prcsent (and optionally including clements other than B); in anothcr
embodiment, to at least one, optionally including more than one, B, with no A present (and
optionally including elements other than A); in yet another embodiment, to at least one,
optionally including more than one, A, and at least one, optionally including more than one,

B (and optionally including other elements); etc.

[0103] In the claims, as well as in the specification above, all transitional phrases such as
“comprising,” “including,” “carrying,” “having,” “containing,” “involving,” “holding,”
“composed of,” and the like are to be understood to be open-ended, i.c., to mean including
but not limited to. Only the transitional phrases “consisting of” and “consisting essentially
of” shall be closed or semi-closed transitional phrases, respectively, as set forth in the United

States Patent Office Manual of Patent Examining Procedures, Section 2111.03.
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CLAIMS

1. A method for regulating a voltage level of a vehicle battery in a vehicle, the method
comprising:

determining if the voltage level is below a predetermined voltage threshold;

if the voltage level is below the predetermined voltage threshold, initiating a
discharge of at least one ultracapacitor in electrical communication with the vehicle battery;
and

modulating the discharge of the at least one ultracapacitor so as to raise the voltage

level at least to the predetermined voltage threshold.

2. The mcthod of claim 1, whercin the predetermined voltage threshold is determined
based on at least one of vehicle battery age, vehicle age, vehicle battery condition, vehicle
battery quantity, vehicle battery type, vehicle starter type, starter age, temperature, and

experience of a driver of the vehicle.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein modulating the discharge of the at least one
ultracapacitor comprises controlling current flow through at least one transistor in electrical

communication with the at least one ultracapacitor.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
while a vehicle alternator is off, transferring energy from the vehicle battery to the at

least one ultracapacitor.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the transfer of energy is initiated after determining

that the voltage level exceeds a recharge voltage threshold.

6. The mcthod of claim 5, whercin the transfer of cnergy is initiatcd only when voltage

amount of the vehicle battery exceeds the recharge voltage threshold.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
transferring energy from the vehicle battery to the at least one ultracapacitor when the

voltage level is less than a voltage level required to start the vehicle.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one ultracapacitor comprises a plurality of
ultracapacitors, and further comprising:
switching the plurality of ultracapacitors between a parallel configuration for charging

and a serial configuration for discharging.
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9. An apparatus for regulating a voltage level of a vehicle battery, the apparatus
comprising:

a plurality of ultracapacitors connected in series to store charge;

at least one voltage comparator, in electrical communication with the vehicle battery
and the plurality of ultracapacitors, to perform a comparison of the voltage level to a
predetermined voltage threshold; and

control logic, in clectrical communication with the at lcast onc voltage comparator
and the plurality of ultracapacitors, to modulate discharge of the plurality of ultracapacitors
based on the comparison so as to raise the voltage level to at least the predetermined voltage
threshold.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the control logic comprises at least one transistor,
in electrical communication with the plurality of ultracapacitors, to control current flow into

and/or out of the plurality of ultracapacitors.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the at least one comparator is in electrical
communication with a gate of the at least one transistor to control the current tlow into and/or

out of the plurality of ultracapacitors.

12. The apparatus of claim 9, further comprising:

a direct current (DC) converter, in electrical communication with the plurality of
ultracapacitors and the at least one voltage comparator, to charge the plurality of
ultracapacitors in response to a comparison of the voltage level and a recharge voltage

threshold.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the at least one voltage comparator comprises:
a first voltage comparator, in electrical communication with the DC converter, to
cnable the DC converter if the voltage level exceeds the recharge voltage threshold; and
a second voltage comparator, in electrical communication with the control logic, to

perform the comparison of the voltage level to the predetermined voltage threshold.

14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the DC converter is configured to transfer charge
from the vehicle battery to the plurality of ultracapacitors in response to an output from the

voltage comparator indicating that voltage level is above the recharge voltage threshold.

15. The apparatus of claim 12, further comprising:
a temperature sensor, operably coupled to the DC converter, to monitor a temperature

of the vehicle battery.
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16. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the DC converter is configured to vary the
predetermined voltage threshold and/or the recharge voltage threshold based on the

temperature of the vehicle battery.

17. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the DC converter is further configured to deliver
energy to a vehicle bus of the vehicle in response to an output from the at least one

comparator.

18. The apparatus of claim 9, further comprising:
a switch, in electrical communication with the plurality of ultracapacitors, to switch

the plurality of ultracapacitors between a serial configuration and a parallel configuration.

19. The apparatus of claim 9, further comprising:
a manual interface, operably coupled to the control logic, to enable a driver of the

vehicle to engage the apparatus.

20. An apparatus for regulating a voltage level of a vehicle battery, the apparatus
comprising:

a plurality of ultracapacitors;

a first voltage comparator, in electrical communication with the vehicle battery, to
compare the voltage level to a first voltage threshold;

control logic, in electrical communication with the first voltage comparator and the
plurality of ultracapacitors, to discharge of the plurality of ultracapacitors if the voltage level
is below the first voltage threshold;

a second voltage comparator, in electrical communication with the vehicle battery, to
compare the voltage level to a second voltage threshold;

control logic, in electrical communication with the first voltage comparator and the
plurality of ultracapacitors, to discharge of the plurality of ultracapacitors if the voltage level
is above the second voltage threshold;

a direct current (DC) converter, in electrical communication with the plurality of
ultracapacitors and the second voltage comparator, to charge the plurality of ultracapacitors if
the voltage level is above the second voltage threshold; and

a temperature sensor, operably coupled to the DC converter, to monitor a temperature
of the vehicle battery,

wherein the DC converter is configured to vary the first voltage threshold and/or the

second voltage threshold based on the temperature of the vehicle battery.
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