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AUG6997198A Portable booster battery

Data originating from sources other than the EPO may not be accurate, complete, or up to date.

4/ P/00/01 1 Regulation 3.2 AUSTRALIA Patents Act 1990 ORIGINAL COMPLETE SPECIFICATION
STANDARD PATENT 4SIS15,4TSICCS09.

SC4,9,14..

Invention Title: Portable Booster Battery The following statement is a full description of this invention,
including the best method of performing it known to me/us; Obr/0 tIMMAW ICMt "114% C 1/'1A PORTABLE
BOOSTER BATTERY Field of the Invention The present invention relates to batteries and more specifically to
batteries that are moved from location to location, to connect to different devices, especially discharged for dead
batteries of motor vehicles.

Background of the Invention Most automobiles are presently powered by an internal combustion engine which
must be spun up to speed externally before they can operate. The engines are usually spun up to speed by an
electric motor that is powered by battery. The As battery is then charged by a generator connected to the engine
once the engine is operating or running, The battery is usually able to store enough charge for the periods that
the engine is not running in order to start the engine when needed.

‘When the battery does not have sufficient charge to start the engine, a way must be found to recharge the battery
or bypass the battery with a separate charge.

Since very often a discharged battery is caused by an external drain such as leaving the lights on or playing the
radio, once the engine is started by either recharging the battery or bypassing it by sending a separate charge the
Olautomobile will continue to operate properly.

t Since there are many things that will temporally cause a battery to lose its charge, the need to recharge or
bypass batteries with separate charges is common. Very often another or booster battery is brought to the
vicinity of the dead battery and electrical cables are used to connect the booster battery to the dead battery in
parallel in order to recharge and/or bypass the dead battery. This often known as boosting or jump starting the
dead battery or engine.

In this method of boosting, the cables are disconnected from the batteries after each use so as to prevent short
circuits. This method and structure however, is cumbersome since there are at least two parts and they demand
great attention 2since there are 4 connections to make and a bad connection in either one will result in a short
circuit or failure to start the engine.

Some manufacturers have tried to resolve the problem by combining the battery and cables in one unit, The
problems that have arisen with these units are that the cables which are permanently connected to the battery are
always live so they have to be protected as to not touch each other. The amount of amperage available in these
batteries is very large and if the cables touch each other it would create a short circuit and damage the cables and
batteries. To isolate the live cables, some manufacturers have used protective pouches. These are not practical to
use since they are often in the way when trying to boost. Also it is time consuming to put the cables in and out
of the pouches.

Other manufacturers have incorporated a male cigar lighter plug at the end of the cables permitting the user to
plug this into the female cigar lighter plug of the vehicle. The problem with this unit is that one can only use this
tool on vehicles equipped with the female cigar lighter plugs. Also, since the plugs almost always Ip.. have a
maximum amperage rating of 30 amps and that most starter motors draw much more than 30 amps, the capacity
is not adequate.

Summary and Objects of the Invention V It is any object of the present invention to provide a portable booster
battery which can be easily carried to a car with a dead battery and connected to the dead battery of the car in
order to provide sufficient charge to start the engine. It is also an object of the present invention to make the
portable booster battery easy to use, maintain and safe from electrical short circuits which could damage the
battery, the cables and the surrounding environment.
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The present invention addresses these objectives by providing a portablel automobile booster including: Obr/0
an electrical storage device having a positive terminal and a negative terminal; Jbr/0 CD/981600086 3 a
housing for containing said electrical storage device; O0bt/0 a first cable having a first end and a second end, the
first end connected to the positive terminal of said electrical storage device; Obr/0 a second cable having a first
end and a second end, the first end connected to the negative terminal of said electrical storage device;Obr/0 a
first clamp connected to the second end of said first cable, said first clamp including a hand gripping end and a
clamping end, said clamping end constructed for electrically connecting said first cable to a positive terminal of
an automobile battery, said hand gripping end operable to selectively open and close said clamping end; Obr/0
Ise a second clamp connected to the second end of said 15 second cable, said second clamp including a hand
gripping end and a clamping end, said clamping end constructed for electrically connecting said second cable to
one of a negative terminal of said automobile battery and a ground of an automobile, said hand gripping end
operable to selectively open and close said clamping end; Obr/0 a first holster connected to said housing and
provided for receiving said first clamp; and a second holster connected to said housing and provided for
receiving said second clamp.

Preferably the housing includes a plastic material. More preferably the electrical storage device includes a
battery. The battery may be a sealed, non-spillable battery. Advantageously, the first holster is pivotably
connected to said housing 4with the pivotal connection to the housing being preferably at least 90 degrees.

More advantageously, the first holster includes a bit, and the clamping end of said first clamp is attached to said
bit. Also, the first holster may include a cover.

The various features of novelty which characterize the invention are pointed out with particularly in the claims
annexed to and forming a part of this disclosure. For a better understanding of the invention, its operating
advantages and specific objects attained by its uses, reference is made to the accompanying drawings and
descriptive matter in which preferred embodiments of the invention are illustrated.

Brief Description of the Drawings In the drawings: Obr/O Fig 1 is a plan view of an embodiment of the present
invention; Obr/0 0 Fig 2 is a partial cross sectional side view according to section line I-11 of Fig 1 and with the
holster pivoted approximately 300;0br/0 Fig 3 is a view of the bit means without the cover of the holster and
with a portion a 0 *1 #rr" 15 of the housing; Obr/0 Fig 4 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the
present invention; Ubr/0 Fig 5 is a view of one recharging plug, Obr/0 Fig 6 is a view another recharging plug.

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments Referring to the drawings, in particular Fig 1, the unit
comprises of a housing 1 which is preferably made out of plastic. Inside the housing 1 is the electrical storage
device which is preferably a sealed non-spillable battery. First and second electrical cables 6 are connected to
terminals of the battery inside the housing 1.

The cable 6 extend outside the housing and are preferably held to the housing by Vgrooves 10 when the cables
are not inuse.

4 41 4t 4 At the other end of the cable 6 from the battery which is inside the housing 1, are clamp means 7 for
electrically connecting the cable to the terminals of a dead battery or portions of an electrical system. As can be
seen in the drawings, especially Figs 1 and 2, the housing has a box-like shape. First and second dimensions of
the box-like shape are of a size that is roughly or approximately similar to the two largest dimensions of the
clamp means 7.

Holster means 4 are preferably positioned on opposite sides of the housing 1. The holster means 4 includes a
cover 8 which is rounded at one end and opened at another end 22. The holster means 4 also includes bit means
5 for connecting with the clamp means 7 when the clamps means is inside the holster means 4.

The cover 8 is made of non-electrically conductive material and is preferable that the bit means 5 and the
housing 1 are also non-conducting. The holster means 4 is pivotably connected to the housing 1 by at least 900.
This allows easier insertion 15 and removal of the clamps means 7 independent of the position of the housing 1.

The bit means 5 is preferably positioned in substantially the middle of the holster with regard to the length of the
housing 1.

The unit also can have a recharging connection 12 for charging the energy storage device. Preferably this
recharging connection 12 is male cigar lighter plug which can extend from the housing 1 in order to plug into
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the cigar lighter receptacle of an automobile. An accessory power connection 11 is also provided for a powering
accessories with the unit. This accessory connection 11 is preferably a female cigar lighter receptacle and can be
used power such equipment as portable lights, invertors, compressors, vacuum cleaners and refrigerators.

In order to determine the amount of charge in the energy storage device, the present invention has a display
means 13 which displays the present charge of the device. The preferred embodiment the display means consists
of a test button 14 and indicator lights CD/98160008 6 6 To use the unit, one puts the housing 1 close to the
engine one wishes to boost, either on its bottom 3 or on its back side 9. Next one pivots the holster 4 to the
desired angle, opens the clamp 7, and removes the clamp 7 from the holster. The positive claim is connected to
the positive post of the battery one wishes to boost, the negative clamp is connected to a good ground of the
engine. The engine, is then started. To use the booster as a power supply, the male cigar plug of any 12 volt
accessory is plugged into the female cigar plug on the unit.

In another embodiment of the present invention, as shown in Fig 4, the recharging connection can also be the
same as the accessory connection 11. A special recharging plug 16 as shown in Fig 5, or 17 as shown in Fig 6, is
connected to the accessory connection 11. With the recharging plug 16 of Fig 5, one end is plugged Vftllinto the
accessory connection 11, and the other end is plug into the female cigar 4..,0g lighter receptacle in an
automobile. With the recharging plug 17 of Fig 6, the male 4. cigar lighter plug 18 is plugged into the accessory
connection 11 and the other end has a wall outlet plug 19 which is plugged into a wall outlet. The embodiment
of Fig 4 also has a recharging light 20 indicating that the battery is recharging.

While specific embodiments of the invention have been shown and described in detail to illustrate the
application of the principles of the invention, it will be '44C 144tt understood that the invention may be
embodied otherwise without departing from such principles.

It will be understood that the invention disclosed and defined herein extends to all alternative combinations of
two or more of the individual features mentioned or evident from the text or drawings. All of those different
combinations constitute various alternative aspects of the invention.

It will also be understood that where the term "comprises” or its grammatical variants, is employed herein, it is
equivalent to the term "includes" and is not to be taken as excluding the presence of other elements or features.
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AUG6997198A Portable booster battery
Data originating from sources other than the EPO may not be accurate, complete, or up to date.

4 44 t4 4 4 1L4,4 414£ '4 a housing for containing said electrical storage device; Obr/0 a first cable having a first
end and a second end, the first end connected to the positive terminal of said electrical storage device; bt/ a
second cable having a first end and a second end, the first end connected to the negative terminal of said
electrical storage device;Obr/0 a first clamp connected to the second end of said first cable, said first clamp
including a hand gripping end and a clamping end, said clamping end constructed for electrically connecting
said first cable to a positive terminal of an automobile battery, said hand gripping end operable to selectively
open and close said clamping end; Ob1r/0 a second clamp connected to the second end of said second cable, said
second clamp including a hand gripping end and a clamping end, said clamping end constructed for electrically
connecting said second cable to one of a negative terminal of said automobile battery and a ground of an
automobile, said hand gripping end operable to selectively open and close said clamping end; Obr/0 a first
holster connected to said housing and provided for receiving said first clamp; and CD/9160008 6 x'T o FLir
4440 ro a second holster connected to said housing and receiving said clamp.

2 A portable automobile booster according to claim 1, housing includes a plastic material.
3 A portable automobile booster according to claim 1 wherein the electrical storage device includes a battery.
4 A portable automobile booster according to claim 3, battery includes a sealed, non-spillable battery.

provided for wherein the or claim 2, wherein the A portable automobile booster according to any one of claims
1 to 4, wherein said first holster is pivotably connected to said housing,

6 A portable automobile booster according to claim 5, wherein said first holster is pivotably connected to said
housing by at least degrees.

7 A portable automobile booster according to any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein said first holster includes a bit,
and the clamping end of said first clamp is attached to said bit.

8 A portable automobile booster according to any one of claims 1 to 7, wherein said first holster includes a
cover,

9 A portable automobile booster substantially as hereinbefore described with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

CENTURY MFG. CO by their Registered Patent Attorneys FREEHILLS PATENT ATTORNEYS 9 June 1998
CD/9816.

6 ABSTRACT i A portable automobile booster including an electrical storage i device having a positive
terminal and a negative terminal; a housing for containing said electrical storage device; a first cable (6) having
a first end and a second end, the first end connected to the positive terminal of said electrical storage device; a
second cable (6) having a first end and a second end, the first end connected to the negative terminal of said
electrical storage device; a first clamp (7) connected to the second end of said first cable said first clamp
including a hand gripping end and a clamping end, said clamping end constructed for electrically connecting
said first cable to a 1,0 ~positive terminal of an automobile battery, said hand gripping end i ooperable to
selectively open and close said clamping end; a second i, ;clamp connected to the second end of said second
cable .4 00 1 15 said second clamp including a hand gripping end and a clamping end, said clamping end
constructed for electrically connecting said second cable to one of a negative terminal of said automobile battery
and a ground of an automobile, said hand gripping end operable to selectively open and close said clamping end;
a first holster (4) connected to said housing and provided for receiving said first clamp and a second holster
connected to said housing (1) iX", and provided for receiving said second clamp ili.
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WO 00/24108

PORTABLE BATTERY CHARGER INCLUDING AUTO-POLARITY
SWITCH

Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to portable charging systems, and more
specifically to portable charging systems including an auto-polarity switch for
providing a proper polarity connection in charging batteries or jump starting an

automobile which has a discharged battery.

Background of the Invention

Most automobiles or other devices powered by an internal combustion
engine, such as watercraft, etc., rely at least in part on a battery as part of its power
source. For example, an automobile needs a battery to start the engine operating (the
engine must be spun up to speed externally before they can operate). Once the
engine is operating or running, the battery is charged by a generator connected to the
engine. The battery is usually able to store enough charge for the periods that the
engine is not running in order to start the engine when needed.

There are many things that will cause a battery to lose its charge, such as
leaving the lights on or playing the radio after the engine is turned off, or a short
circuit in the battery which drains the battery. When there is not enough charge in
the battery, the engine cannot be started, i.e. the battery is discharged. As a result,
the battery must be recharged or boosted by another power source. Very often
another vehicle is brought to the vicinity of the vehicle with the discharged battery to
jump start the vehicle. Another solution was proposed by U.S. Patent 5,589,292
which provides a portable booster battery to recharge the discharged battery. |

One concern in using a portable battery such as the portable booster battery
disclosed U.S. Patent No. 5,589,292 to charge batteries that have been discharged is
making sure that proper polarity between the portable battery and the battery to be
charged is proper. It is imperative to connect the portable battery and the battery to
be charged with proper polarity, i.e. positive to positive terminal connections and
negative to negative terminal connections. Failure to do so will rapidly drain the

portable battery and further cause serious damage to either or both electrical systems

PCT/US99/21926
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that the two batteries are used in. However, it is often difficult to determine which
battery terminal is positive and which is negative because of the accumulation of dirt
or lack of lighting. )

The polarity problem has been solved by a variety of methods in the battery
jumper cable arrangement environment, such as the technique disclosed in U.S.
Patent No. 4,400,658. There is a need for a portable battery charging system that has
the polarity problem solved. Such a portable charging system would need to provide
a charge or boost to another battery regardless of the charging terminals of the
battery to be charged to which the positive or negative terminals of the portable
charging system are connected. Such a system would eliminate the problems and
dangers associated with incorrect charging battery to discharged battery terminal

connections.

Summary of the Invention

The present invention relates to a portable battery with an auto-polarity
switch for providing a proper polarity connection in charging a battery of a device,
such as an automobile, i.e. jump starting an automobile, etc.

The present invention provides for a portable, auto-polarity battery booster
apparatus. The portable apparatus in accordance with the present invention includes
a power storage device, such as a battery, which is capable of providing power to an
electrical system such as another battery. The portable apparatus can also be used in
many other power supply applications or battery charging applications. For
example, it can be used to jump start a vehicle with a dead battery. The apparatus
can also be recharged by an outside power source. Further, the portable apparatus
ensures a proper polarity connection between the power storage device of the

apparatus and the electrical system.

Brief Description of the Drawings

Referring to the drawings wherein like numerals represent like parts
throughout the several views:
FIGURE 1 is a schematic view of a general embodiment of the auto-polarity

battery booster apparatus;
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FIGURE 2 is a front view of a portable, auto-polarity battery booster
apparatus in accordance with the present invention;

FIGURE 3 is a back view of the battery booster apparatus of FIGURE 2;

FIGURE 4 is a top view of the battery booster apparatus of FIGURE 2;

FIGURE 5 is a bottom view of the battery booster apparatus of FIGURE 2;

FIGURE 6 is a plane view of the inside of the battery booster apparatus of
FIGURE 2;

FIGURE 7 is a schematic view of a specific embodiment of the auto-polarity
battery booster apparatus;

FIGURE 8 is a plane view of one embodiment of an auto-polarity switch of
the battery booster apparatus;

FIGURE 9 is a perspective view of the auto-polarity switch;

FIGURE 10 is an exploded view of the auto-polarity switch;

FIGURE 11 is a front view of the auto-polarity switch; and

FIGURE 12 is a cross-sectional view of the auto-polarity switch along line

A-A of FIGURE 11.

General Description

In one embodiment constructed according to the principles of the present
invention, a portable battery booster apparatus for boosting an electrical system with
a first terminal and a second terminal, comprises a battery having a first terminal and
a second terminal, a housing enclosing the battery and the first and second terminals
of the battery, an automatic switch having a first pair of contacts and a second pair of
contacts, the switch being enclosed in the housing, a first cable with a first end
connected to the first terminal of the battery and a second end selectively connected
to a first contact of the first pair of contacts of the switch, the first cable being
enclosed in the housing, a second cable with a first end connected to the second
terminal of the battery and a second end selectively connected to a second contact of
the first pair of contacts of the switch, the second cable being enclosed in the
housing, a third cable with a first end connected to a first contact of the second pair
of contacts of the switch, the first end of the third cable being partially enclosed in
the housing, a fourth cable with a first end connected to a second contact of the

second pair of contacts of the switch, the first end of the fourth cable being partially
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enclosed in the housing, a first clamp connecting to a second end of the third cable,
the first clamp being detachably mounted onto a first side of outside of the housing,
a second clamp connecting to a second end of the fourth cable, the second clamp
being detachably mounted onto a second side of the outside of the housing, and
wherein when the electrical system is boosted by the battery booster apparatus, the
first clamp and the second clamp connect to the first terminal and the second
terminal of the electrical system, respectively, such that the first and second
terminals of the battery are electrically connected to the first and second terminals of
the electrical system, the switch switches connections between the first pair of
contacts and the second pair of the contacts to ensure that the first terminal of the
battery and the first terminal of the electrical system have the same polarity, and the
second terminal of the battery and the second terminal of the electrical system have
the same polarity.

In one aspect of the invention, the apparatus may also include an ON/OFF
switch. The ON/OFF switch is connected between the battery and the switch. When
the ON/OFF switch is off, the switch is in a neutral, non-contacting position, and the
first pair of contacts are not electrically connected with the second pair of contacts.
When the ON/OFF switch is on, the electrical system is boosted by the battery.

In another aspect of the invention, in a first embodiment the auto-polarity
switch comprises three coils which are wound around two cores and a plunger,
respectively. The plunger is moved to a first contacting position when the first
terminals of the battery and the electrical system have the same polarity and the
second terminals of the battery and the electrical system have the same polarity. The
plunger is moved to a second contacting position when the first terminals of the |
battery and the electrical system have the opposite polarity and the second terminals
of the battery and the electrical system have the opposite polarity. In one
embodiment, the switch is a double pole double throw switch.

In the first embodiment of the switch i accordance with the invention, the
coil assembly has a bobbin shape with two dividers for separating the first, second,
and third coils from each other. In addition, the switch may include an enclosure for
enclosing the coil assembly. The plunger extends from the enclosure and connects

to a double pole double throw switch.
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In the first embodiment of the switch in accordance with the present
invention, the first pair of contacts are arranged and configured to be a pair of
bottom switch contacts and a pair of top switch contacts. When the plunger is in the
first contacting position, the bottom switch contacts are connected to the second pair
of contacts, and when the plunger is in the second contacting position, the top switch
contacts are connected to the second pair of contacts.

In a second embodiment, the auto-polarity switch includes a polarity sensing |
circuit, and a reversing relay operated by the sensing circuit. The sensing circuit
includes a full wave rectifier electrically connected to a differential amplifier circuit
which is electrically connected to external cables having clamps electrically
connected thereto, which are to be removably attached to the battery to be charged.
The full wave rectifier provides a positive voltage to the polarity sensing circuit
regardless of the polarity connection of the clamps to the source to be charged. The
differential amplifier circuit is electrically connected to a first relay coil and a second
relay coil which are electrically connected to the relay control circuit and cause
selective activation of movable contacts in the relay to so that the reversing relay
acts as a switch in switching the connections between a first pair of contacts and a
second pair of the contacts to ensure that a first terminal of the battery and a first
terminal of the electrical system have the same polarity, and a second terminal of the
battery and a second terminal of the electrical system have the same polarity.

In other embodiments, such as the embodiment shown in Figure 1, the auto-
polarity switch may be an electromechanical type, or an electronic type comprised of
solid state devices or microprocessor type, all of which would include a type of
change-over switch 50. In such other embodiments the auto-polarity switch 50
would include a polarity detector comprised of a electric differential type, a
processing circuit and two sets of pairs of electrical transmission conducting wires
terminals. The switch would be installed between the portable charger battery 50
and the external charging source connection cables 24 and 26 to provide for
switching between two pair of contacts connected to a pair of electrical transmission
conducting wires terminals 28 and 30.

It will be appreciated that other types of suitable auto-polarity switches can

be used without departing from the present invention. The examples of the other
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types of switches, but not limited to these examples, are solid-state switches or other
electro-mechanical switching devices. It will be also appreciated that other
conventional polarity detection/protection devices, or automatic polarity sensing
battery charger devices can be used without departing from the present invention.

In another aspect of the invention, the housing includes switch retention
grooves for retaining the switch in one side of the housing. The housing also
includes cable retention grooves for retaining the first, second, third, and fourth
cables to the housing. Further, the housing includes battery retention grooves for
retaining the battery to the housing.

In yet another aspect of the invention, the apparatus includes a first holster
for receiving and covering the first clamp and a second holster for receiving and
covering the second clamp. In one embodiment, the first and second holsters are
attached to the outside of the housing. Further, the first and second holsters are
pivotably connected to the housing.

In an additional aspect of the present invention, a plurality of accessories can
be included to provide additional features and advantages of the invention. For
example, a display can be included to display a level of charge remaining in the
battery. A cigarette lighter female receptacic member can also be added to provide
power to an electrical system which is equipped with a male cigarette lighter plug.
Further, a male cigarette lighter plug member can be added to the present invention
to provide it with the ability to connect the battery in the housing to a power source
outside the housing to recharge the battery. Furthermore, a handle can be included
to carry the battery booster apparatus such that the housing and the handle form a
portable box unit.

While the invention will be described with respect to a preferred embodiment
configuration and with respect to particular components, it will be understood that
the invention is not to be construed as limited by such configurations or components.
Further, while the preferred embodiment of the invention will be described in
relation to boosting or recharging a vehicle or automobile battery, it will be
understood that the scope of the invention is not to be limited by this environment in

which the preferred embodiment is described herein.
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These and various other advantages and features which characterize the
invention are pointed out with particularity in the claims annexed hereto and forming
a part hereof. However, for a better understanding of the invention, its advantages
and objectives obtained by its use, reference should be had to the drawings which
form a further part hereof and to the accompanying descriptive matter, in which

there is illustrated and described a preferred embodiment to the invention.

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment

The present invention provides for a portable, auto-polarity battery booster
apparatus. The portable apparatus in accordance with the present invention includes
a power storage device which is capable of providing power to an electrical system
such as a battery. The portable apparatus can also be used in many other power
supply applications or battery charging applications. For example, it can be used to
jump start a vehicle with a dead battery. The apparatus can also be recharged by an
outside power source. Further, the portable apparatus ensures a proper polarity
connection between the power storage device of the apparatus and the electrical
system.

In the following description of the exemplary embodiment, reference is made
to the accompanying drawings which form a part hereof, and in which is shown by
way of illustration the specific embodiment in which the invention may be practiced.
Tt is to be understood that other embodiments may be utilized when structural and
other changes may be made without departing from the scope of the present

invention.

Turning now to Figures 1-4, there is illustrated front, back, top, and bottom

‘views of a preferred battery booster apparatus designated by the reference numeral

20. The apparatus 20 includes a housing 22 preferably made out of plastic.
Electrical cables 24,26 extend out of the housing 22 and are retained along outside
grooves 25,27 of the housing 22. Extra outside grooves 25°, 27° can be arranged to
wrap long cables and/or for aesthetic purposes. One end of each cable 24,26 is
connected to a clamp 28,30 (best seen in Figure 6), respectively. Each of the cables
24,26 is connected to either the positive terminal or the negative terminal of a power

storage device, such as a battery 40 (best seen in Figure 5), in the housing 22.

7

NOCO Exhibit 2005

ADC v. NOCO

IPR2024-00671

Page 1374



10

15

20

25

30

WO 00/24108

PCT/US99/21926

Accordingly, one of the clamps can be called positive clamp (marked as “+” in
Figures 3 and 4), and the other one can be called negative clamp (marked as “-*“ in
Figures 3 and 4). As it will be discussed later, since the apparatus 20 has an auto-
polarity switch 50 (best seen in Figures 5 and 6), it does not matter which clamp is
positive and which is negative when the clamps are in use.

The clamps 28,30 are preferably received and covered by holsters 32,34,
respectively, and are removably clamped to a bit within the holster. The holsters
28.30 help avoiding accidental electrical contacts between the clamps and adjacent
items. A cigarette lighter receptacle member 36 can also be included in the
apparatus 20 to provide power to electrical systems such as cell-phones, lighting,
etc. A charge status display 38 can also be included in the apparatus 20 to display
the level of charge remaining in the power storage device, such as the battery 40
(best seen in Figure 5), in the housing 22. The display 38 can be arranged and
configured preferably in a plurality of LED lights to show a series of charge status.
It will be appreciated that other suitable display means can be used to indicate the
charge status within the scope of the invention. Further, a handle 42 can be molded
into the housing 22 to allow easy carrying of the apparatus 20 to the vicinity of the
dead battery. It will be appreciated that other types of handles can be used within
the principles of the invention. For example, an extra handle piece can be attached
to the housing, etc.

Figure 5 shows the internal details of the housing 22 (opened from the back
side by removing the mounting screws 21). The battery 40 has a positive terminal
44 and a negative terminal 46. An electrical cable 48 is connected to the positive
terminal 44 at one end of the cable 48. The other end of the cable 48 is connected to
the auto-polarity switch 50. An electrical cable 52 is connected to the negative
terminal 46 at one end of the cable 52. The other end of the cable 52 is connected to
the switch 50. Also, it can be seen that the cable 24 extends from outside of the
housing 22 to inside of the housing and is retained in the grooves of the housing.
The other end of the cable 24 connects to the switch 50. Similarly, the cable 26
extends from outside of the housing 22 to inside of the housing and is retained in the
grooves of the housing. The other end of the cable 26 connects to the switch 50.

The details of the cigarette lighter receptacle member 38 and the display 38 are

8
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preferably shown in Figure 5. It will be appreciated that other suitable arrangements
of the cigarette lighter receptacle member 36 and the display 38 can be used without
departing from the principles of the invention.

Figure 6 illustrates a schematic, functional view of the battery booster
apparatus 20. The apparatus 20 has the auto-polarity switch 50 interfacing with the
battery 40. The switch 50 preferably includes a coil assembly 51 and a switching
assembly 53. The coil assembly 51 has three coils 60, 62, 64 wound around three
core members 534, 56, 58, wherein the central core member 56 is a plunger,
respectively. The three coils 60, 62 64, the outside cores 54, 58 and the central core
(plunger) 56 are disposed along a longitudinal axis 66. The plunger 56 is placed
between the outside cores 54, 58. The coil windings and three core assembly makes
up two solenoids, a center solenoid 63 comprised of core member 56 and windings
62 wound around the central core member 56 and an outside solenoid 65, 67,
comprised of outside core members 54 and 58 and windings 60 and 64 would around
the outside core members 54, 56. The outside coil windings 60 and 64 of the outside
solenoid are each wound with an equivalent number of turns. The center coil
windings 62 of the central solenoid are wound with two times as many turns as
cither of outside coil windings 60, 64. Further, the windings of the first outside coil
member 60 are opposite to the windings of the second outside coil member 64. The
windings of the central coil 62 can be in the same direction as the windings of the
first outside coil member 60 or in the same as the winding of the second outside coil
member 64.

Accordingly, when the internal battery energizes the center coil windings 62,
an electrical current flows through the center coil windings 62 (i.e. an ON/OFF

| switch 68 is closed) and the plunger 56 which is preferably comprised of a ferrous
metal becomes magnetized. When there is no current flowing through the external
coil windings 60 and 64 and the battery has energized the center coil windings 62,
plunger 56 and switch contacts are held at a neutral position. This is because the
center coil windings 62 is centered over the plunger 56 and there is no magnetic
force being applied to the plunger 56 by either member of the outside solenoid 65,
67. Outside coil windings 60 and 64 are connected in series and wound in opposite

directions. The ends of outside coil windings 60 and 64 that are not connected in
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series are electrically connected to cables 24 and 26 and clamps 28 and 30. When
the external clamps 28 and 30 are connected to the power source to be charged,
current flows through the outside coil windings 60 and 64, causing outside core
members 54 and 58 to be magnetized. The magnetization of outside core members
54 and 58 creates a force pulling or pushing central core member 56, depending on
the polarity connection of clamps 28 and 30 to the power source to be charged, and |
the direction of the turns in coil windings 60, 62 and 64. When the outside coil
windings 60 and 64 and the central coil winding 64 are all energized, current flowing
through the outside coil windings 64 can either flow in the same direction as the
current through the central coil windings 62 or in the opposite direction and current
flowing through the outside coil windings 60 can either flow in the same direction as
the current through central coil windings 62 or in the opposite direction. When
current is flowing through the central coil windings 62 in a clockwise direction and
through the outside coil windings 64 in a clockwise direction, it is flowing through
outside coil windings 60 in a counter clockwise direction. Or, when current is
flowing through central coil windings 62 in a clockwise direction and through the
outside coil windings 64 in a counter clockwise direction, it is flowing through the
outside coil windings 60 in a clockwise direction. The direction of current flowing
through outside coil windings 60 and 64 depends on the polarity connection of
clamps 28 and 30 to the power source to be charged.

Assuming that current is flowing through central coil windings 62 ina
clockwise direction and through the outside coil windings 64 in a clockwise
direction, it is flowing through outside coil windings 60 in a counter clockwise

direction. Accordingly, the magnetic field in core 54 is opposite the magnetic field

'within central core 56. The opposing magnetic forces causes the magnetic field in

core 54 to negate half the magnetic force in the central core 56. The magnetic field
generated by core 58 is in the same direction as that within central core 56 and adds
its magnetic energy to core 54, causing full coil strength to be centered in the
direction of core 58. This causes the central core 56 to be pulled in the direction of
outside core 58.

When the central core 56 is pulled in the direction of outside core 58, the two

cores 56 and 58 are very close but do not touch. This is because if either the outside
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coils 60 and 64 or central coil 62 are no longer energized, by way of removing
clamps 28 and 30 from the power source to be charged or opening switch 68, the air
space provides the central core 56 with the positioning necessary to return back to its
neutral position. The same would also be true when the central core 56 is pulled in
the direction of core 54. The two cores 54 and 56 are very close, but do not touch.
The air space between the two cores 54 and 56 provides the central core 56 with the
positioning necessary to return back to its neutral position. |

A switch rod 74 is mounted on one end of the plunger 56 (best seen in Figure
9). The plunger 56 is held between the two cores 60,64 by two springs 70,72. The
springs 70,72 are shown schematically in Figure 6. In one preferred embodiment,
the springs 70,72 are attached to the switch rod 74, and the switch rod 74 is disposed
proximate the center of the switch assembly 53. In this case, since the pulling forces
are equal, the springs keep the plunger centered, 1.e. the switch 50 is in a neutral,
non-contacting position. To preserve the charges stored in the battery 40, the
ON/OFF switch 68 is normally open.

Figures 7-11 illustrate details of the switch assembly 53. The coils 60, 62, 64
are wound around outside core members 54 and 58 and central core member 56.
The coils 60 and 62 are separated by a divider 78. An insulating member 80 is
mounted on the divider 78 to help insulate the magnetic fields generated by each of
the coils 60, 62. Similarly, the coils 62 and 64 are separated by a divider 82. An
insulating member 84 is mounted on the divider 82 to help insulate the magnetic
fields generated by each of the coils 62, 64.

As shown in Figures 7 and 11, the switch rod 74 is mounted in the plunger
56 at one end, extends through a center bore 86 of the core 58, is mounted on a,
bottom switch plate 88 which links a pair of bottom switch contacts 90,92, is
attached to the two springs 70,72 (only spring 72 is shown in Figure 9), and is
mounted on a top switch plate 94 which links a pair of top switch contacts 96,98.
The coils, the plunger, and the cores are preferably disposed in an enclosure 100
with a cover 102. The bottom switch plate 88, the bottom switch contacts 90,92, the
springs 70,72, the top switch plate 94, and the top switch contacts 96,98 are retained
in an enclosure 104. The enclosure 104 has a pair of top slots 106,108 and a pair of

bottom slots (not shown). A pair of top bus bars or terminals 110,112 are inserted in
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the top slots 106,108 and retained by the enclosure 104. A pair of bottom bus bars
or terminals 114,116 are inserted in the bottom slots and retained by the enclosure
104.

In one embodiment, the terminal 110 is electrically connected to the positive
terminal of the internal power storage device or the battery 40 via the cable 48 as
shown in Figure 5. The terminal 116 is electrically connected to the negative
terminal of the internal power storage device or the battery 40 via the cable 52 as
shown in Figure 5. The terminals 112 and 114 are electrically connected to the
terminals of the external power source, e.g. a dead battery, via the cable 24 and the
cable 26 and via the clamps 28,30, respectively. It is generally required that a proper
polarity be established between the external power source and the internal power
source, i.e. the positive terminals are electrically connected to each other, and the
negative terminals are electrically connected to each other. In the present invention,
the switch 50 connects the terminals with proper polarity in an automatic fashion.
First, it is assumed that the positive terminal of the external power source is
connected to the bus bar or terminal 112 and the negative terminal of the external
power source is connected to the bus bar or terminal 114. When the ON/OFF switch
68 is closed, the plunger 62 is attracted toward the core 64 and repelled from the
core 60. This action translates the movement of the switch rod 74 toward the
enclosure 104. Accordingly, the spring 70 is compressed (not shown), and the
spring 72 is expanded. Thus, the bottom contact 90 is connected between the top
bus bar 110 and the top bus bar 112, i.e. the positive terminals of the internal and
external power source devices are electrically connected. Meanwhile, the bottom
contact 92 is connected between the bottom bus bar 114 and the bottom bus bar 116,
i.e. the negative terminals of the internal and external power source devices are
electrically connected.

Similarly, if the negative terminal of the external power source is connected
to the bus bar or terminal 112 and the positive terminal of the external power source
is connected to the bus bar or terminal 114, when the ON/OFF switch 68 is closed,
the plunger 62 is attracted toward the core 60 and repelled from the core 64. This
action translates the movement of the switch rod 74 toward the enclosure 100.

Accordingly, the spring 70 is expanded (not shown), and the spring 72 is
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compressed. Thus, the top contact 96 is connected between the top bus bar 110 and
the bottom bus bar 114, i.e. still the positive terminals of the internal and external
power source devices are electrically connected. Meanwhile, the top contact 98 is
éonnected between the top bus bar 112 and the bottom bus bar 116, i.e. still the
negative terminals of the internal and external power source devices are electrically
connected.

It will be appreciated that the arrangement of the bottom switch contacts
90,92, the top switch contacts 96,98, the top bus bars 110,112, and the bottom bus
bars 114,116 can be varied within the scope and spirit of the invention. It will also
be appreciated that connection arrangement of the positive and negative terminals of
the internal power storage source or battery 40 can be varied within the scope and
spirit of the invention. For example, the positive terminal of the internal battery 40
can be connected to the top bus bar 112, and the negative terminal of the internal
battery 40 can be connected to the bottom bar 114, etc. It will be appreciated by a
person skilled in the art that the connection arrangement can be varied as long as the
positive and negative terminals of the internal power source are disposed in a
diagonal position.

Therefore, even if a user applies the clamps to the wrong terminal
connections, i.e. negative to positive or positive to negative between the external and
the internal power sources, the switch 50 automatically switches to a proper polarity.

Further, as shown in Figures 7-11, the switch 50 is arranged and configured
in such a manner that the switch 50 is able to fit in the housing 22. The housing 22
provides inside grooves to retain the switch 50 as well as many other components,
such as cables, cigarette lighter wires, and the display wires, etc.

It will be appreciated that other types of suitable switches can be used
without departing from the present invention. The examples of the other types of
switches, but not limited to these examples, are solid-state switches, other electro-
mechanical switching devices. It will be also appreciated that other conventional
polarity detection/protection devices, or automatic polarity sensing battery charger
devices can be used without departing from the present invention.

While a particular embodiment of the invention has been described with

respect to its application for providing power to a battery, such as jump starting a
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vehicle, etc., it will be understood by those of skill in the art that the invention is not
limited by such application or embodiment for the particular components disclosed
and described herein. It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that other
circuit configurations that embody the principles of this invention and other
applications therefor can be configured within the spirit and intent of this invention.
The circuit configuration described herein is provided as only one example of an
embodiment that incorporates and practices the principles of this invention. Other -
modifications and alterations are well within the knowledge of those skilled in the

art and are to be included within the broad scope of the appended claims.
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1. A portable battery booster apparatus for bgosting an electrical system with a

first terminal and a second terminal, comprising:

a)
b)

c)

d)

2)

h)

i)

a battery having a first terminal and a second terminal;

a housing enclosing the battery and the first and second terminals of
the battery; |
a switch having a first pair of contacts and a second pair of contacts,
the switch being enclosed in the housing;

a first cable with a first end connected to the first terminal of the
battery and a second end selectively connected to a first contact of the
first pair of contacts of the switch, the first cable being enclosed in
the housing;

a second cable with a first end connected to the second terminal of the
battery and a second end selectiviey connected to a second contact of
the first pair of contacts of the switch, the second cable being
enclosed in the housing;

a third cable with a first end connected to a first contact of the second
pair of contacts of the switch, the first end of the third cable being
partially enclosed in the housing;

a fourth cable with a first end connected to a second contact of the
second pair of contacts of the switch, the first end of the fourth cable
being partially enclosed in the housing;

a first clamp connecting to a second end of the third cable, the first
clamp being detachably mounted onto a first side of outside of the
housing;

a second clamp connecting to a second end of the fourth cable, the
second clamp being detachably mounted onto a second side of the
outside of the housing; and

wherein when the electrical system is boosted by the battery booster
apparatus, the first clamp and the second clamp connect to the first

terminal and the second terminal of the electrical system,
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respectively, such that the first and second terminals of the battery are
electrically connected to the first and second terminals of the
electrical system, the switch switches connections between the first
pair of contacts and the second pair of the contacts to ensure that the
first terminal of the battery and the first terminal of the electrical
system have the same polarity, and the second terminal of the battery
and the second terminal of the electrical system have the same |

polarity.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising an ON/OFF switch connected
between the battery and the switch, wherein when the ON/OFF switch is off, the
switch is in a neutral, non-contacting position, the first pair of contacts are not
electrically communicated with the second pair of contacts, when the ON/OFF

switch is on, the electrical system is boosted by the battery.
3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the electrical system is another battery.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the switch comprises:
a coil assembly having a longitudinal axis, the coil assembly including:
a first coil, disposed around outside of the coil assembly, winding
around a first core which is disposed inside of the coil assembly;
a second coil, disposed around outside of the coil assembly, winding
around a second core which is disposed inside the coil assembly; and
a third coil, disposed around outside of the coil assembly and between
the first coil and the second coil, winding around a plunger, the plunger being
movable along the longitudinal axis between the first and second cores;
wherein the plunger is moved to a first contacting position when the first
terminals of the battery and the electrical system have the same polarity and the
second terminals of the battery and the electrical system have the same polarity, the
plunger is moved to a second contacting position when the first terminals of the
battery and the electrical system have the opposite polarity and the second terminals

of the battery and the electrical system have the opposite polarity.
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5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the switch is arranged and configured by a
double pole double throw switch.
6. The apparatus of claim 4, further comprising an ON/OFF switch connected

between the battery and the switch, wherein when the ON/OFF switch is off, the
switch is in a neutral, non-contacting position, the first pair of contacts are not
electrically communicated with the second pair of contacts, when the ON/OFF
switch is on, the electrical system is boosted by the battery, the ON/OFF switch is

operated outside of the housing.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the switch is arranged and configured by a

double pole double throw switch.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the first pair of contacts are arranged and
configured to be a pair of bottom switch contacts and a pair of top switch contacts,
wherein when the plunger is in the first contacting position, the bottom switch
contacts are connected to the second pair of contacts, and when the plunger is in the

second contacting position, the top switch contacts are connected to the second pair

of contacts.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising switch retention grooves for

retaining the switch in one side of the housing.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, further comprising cable retention grooves for

retaining the first, second, third, and fourth cables to the housing.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising battery retention grooves for

retaining the battery to the housing.

12. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a first holster for receiving and

covering the first clamp and a second holster for receiving and covering the second
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clamp, wherein the first and second holsters are attached to the outside of the

housing.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the first and second holsters are

pivotably connected to the housing.

14. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the coil assembly has a bobbin shape witﬁ

two dividers for separating the first, second, and third coils from each other.

15. The apparatus of claim 14, further comprising an enclosure for enclosing the
coil assembly, wherein the plunger extends from the enclosure and connects to a

double pole double throw switch.

16. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a display for displaying a level

of charge remaining in the battery.

17. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a cigarette lighter receptacle
member disposed on the housing and electrically connected to the battery, the
receptacle member providing power to an electrical system which equips with a

cigarette lighter plug.

18. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a cigarette lighter plug member
extending from the housing and electrically connected to the battery, the plug

member being connectable to a power source outside the housing to recharge the

‘battery inside the housing.

19. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a handle for carrying the battery

booster apparatus, wherein the housing and the handle form a portable box unit.

20. A portable, auto-polarity battery booster apparatus for boosting an electrical

system with a positive terminal and a negative terminal, comprising:
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h)
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a power storage device having a positive terminal and a negative
terminal;

a housing enclosing the power storage device and the positive and
negative terminals of the power storage device;

an auto-polarity switch enclosed in the housing for connecting
between the power storage device and the electrical system;

a first cable with one end connected to the positive terminal of the
power storage device and another end selectively connected to the
switch, the first cable being enclosed in the housing;

a second cable with one end connected to the negative terminal of the
power storage device and another end selectively connected to the
switch, the second cable being enclosed in the housing;

a third cable with one end connected to the switch;

a fourth cable with one end connected to the switch;

a first clamp connecting to another end of the third cable and
disposed outside of the housing;

a second clamp connecting to another end of the fourth cable and
disposed outside of the housing; and

wherein when the positive and negative terminals of the electrical

system are electrically connected to the first and second clamps, respectively, the

switch switches to a first contacting position to ensure the positive terminal of the

battery is electrically connected to the positive terminal of the electrical system, and

the negative terminal of the battery is electrically connected to the negative terminal

of the electrical system.

21. A portabie, auto-polarity battery booster apparatus for boosting an electrical

system with a positive terminal and a negative terminal, comprising:

a)
b)

a housing;

a battery, the battery having charges to provide power to the electrical

system, the battery having a positive terminal and a negative terminal, the battery

being enclosed in the housing;
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©) a plurality of connecting members, the connecting members
electrically connecting between the terminals of the battery and the terminals of the
electrical system, the plurality of connecting mem})ers being enclosed in the
housing, two of the plurality of connecting members being partially extended from
the housing; and

d) a switch, the switch being arranged and configured to electrically
connect between the battery and the electrical system, the switch being enclosed in -
the housing, the switch automatically switching between a first connecting position
and a second connecting position to ensure that the positive terminal of the electrical
system is electrically connected to the positive terminal of the battery and that the
negative terminal of the electrical system is electrically connected to the negative

terminal of the battery.
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(54) Title: DEVICE FOR CHARGING OF RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES

FIG. 1

(57) Abstract: Present invention relates to a device (1)
for charging of rechargeable batteries, comprising a house
(2) with a transformer, cable (3) with a plug (4) for mains
input, cables (5, 6) for supplying electric power to the
battery, clamping devices (7, 8) for connection to the
poles of a battery, switch (11) for activation and deactiva-
tion of the charging device (1) and at least one visual in-
dicator (12) to give the user an indication of the charging
progress, said house (2) has such a design that the cables
(3,5,6) and the plug (4) are completely or partially situat-
ed in the house (2), and the clamping devices (7, 8) are at-
tached to holding means (9, 10) which protrude from the
house (2), said holding means (9, 10) comprise two pro-
truding elements, said cables (5, 6) lor are winded around
the circumference of the house (2) between each of the
protruding elements of respective holding means.
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DEVICE FOR CHARGING OF RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES

The present invention relates to a charging device for charging of lead batteries
and other rechargeable battery types. The invention relates in particular to so
called “domestic chargers” which can be used especially for the charging of

lead batteries for vehicles.

Many different types of devices for charging of lead batteries and other batteries
are known. What is common for many of these chargers is that the charging
device is fitted with a long row of buttons/switches, where the user is faced with
a humber of choices that must be made to start the charging process.
Furthermore, a well known problem with many chargers is that sparks are
generated when making the connection to the battery. Another problem is that
the cable ends, both for connection to the battery and to the mains, are not
easily handled in a simple and sensible way when the product shall be tidied

away and be stored after use.

Therefore, the inventor has provided a charging device where focus is given to
the user and to the ease of operation. The charging device is characterised in
that a simple, clean and functional design which takes into consideration that
the connection cables are coiled and fastened to the product housing. The
coiling and fastening steps are integrated in a new and innovative way. The
user only needs to uncoil the cables and then to connect the crocodile clamps
to the battery and make the connection to the mains. Thereafter the charging is
initiated by pushing the on/off button. This will be regarded as very safe as the
user is not exposed to unnecessary sparks and the like in the connection
process. The charger will itself detect and adjust the charging process
according to the size of the battery and the surrounding temperature. During
charging and after completion of the charging the indicator on the charger will,
at any time, give the status of the charging. The charging will finish on its own or

in that the user presses stop to terminate.

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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For this purpose a software program is developed that is adapted to a charging
process for batteries of any size and condition. In addition, attention is given to
a simple, clear and, not least, user-friendly interface with the help of the on/off

button of the unit and the display.

The form of the charging device and the mechanical design of its components
are very demanding as both the mains cable and the battery cables are easily
coiled round after use and fastened to the product so that these are firmly
secured during storage. Both the clamps and the mains plug are fastened to the

housing. These considerations mean that special adaptations are made on the

. electronic components and the edb board.

It has also been an assumption that in the design a compact unit is made with
corresponding layout and choice of components so that the unit is as small as
possible. This means that the heat loss through the housing of the product has
been a critical parameter. The collaboration between electronics and mechanics
Is carried out in such a way that it does not lead to overheating of the electronic

parts.

In addition, some extra equipment for connecting has been developed. For this
purpose a watertight plug that can be taken out and inserted again is formed on
the battery cable. This gives the possibility of connection of the additional
equipment that, among other things, comprises cables with eyelet terminals and
a plug to the battery charger. This means that the user can fit a series of
permanent cables, with a corresponding plug on the batteries, to a part of the
motorised equipment that requires regular charging. The charger can then be
easily transported from location to location to carry out the charging job. A
small, removable battery indicator is also developed that can be connected to
this equipment to indicate whether a battery needs charging or not.

These, and other aims and advantages are achieved with a charging device for
charging of lead batteries and other rechargeable battery types, encompassing
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a housing with a transformer, cable with a plug for connection to the mains,
cables for supply of electric power to the battery, clamping means for
connection to the poles of a battery, a switch for the activation and deactivation
of the charging device and at least one visual indicator to give the user an
indication of the charging progress, characterised in that the housing has a
shape so that the cables and the plug are completely, or partly, lying in the
housing and the clamping devices are fastened to the holding means that
protrudes from the housing, when the device is not in use, as each holding
means comprises two protruding elements, that the cables for the connection of
the battery are coiled around the circumference of the housing between each of

the protruding elements of the respective holding means.

The cable for connection to the mains is preferably coiled around the periphery
of the housing and the plug is preferably placed in a recess in the housing when

the device is not in use.

The paths of the coiling of the cable with the plug and the cables for connection
to the battery are preferably, in the main, in parallel and axially displaced in

relation to each other.

Furthermore, the device preferably comprises an electronic unit that
measures/senses which type of battery that is to be charged, the surrounding

temperature and the battery capacity.

The electronic unit preferably controls the charging voltage and the charging
process as a function of the measured parameters.

The device comprises an indicator that gives the user a visual indication of the

charging process.

The charging device is preferably adapted to charging open and closed lead
batteries, AMG batteries and gel batteries with a capacity of 4-225 Ah.
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The indicator preferably comprises at least one LED.

The invention will now be explained in more detail with the help of an

embodiment example with reference to the enclosed figures, where:

Figs. 1-3 show a charging device according to the present

invention, seen in perspective from different directions.

Fig. 4 shows an example of a typical course of charging at a charge

current of 4 A.

An embodiment of the charging unit according to the present invention is shown

in the figures 1-3.

The charging unit, referred to as 1, comprises a housing 2, connected to said
housing 2 is a mains cable 3 with a plug 4 for connection to a mains socket, and
two cables 5, 6, for connection to respective battery poles. The cables 5, 6 are
connected to their own clamping device 7, 8. The clamping devices 7, 8 are
shaped so that they can engage with respective poles on a battery.
Furthermore, the clamping devices 7, 8 are formed so that they can be fastened
to respective holding means 9, 10 on the housing 2 when the charging unit 1 is
not in use. Each holding means 9, 10 comprises two protruding elements, to
which elements respective clamping devices can be fastened when the device
is not in use. The cable 3 for connection to the mains is coiled around the
periphery of the housing 2 and the plug 4 is placed in a recess in the housing 2
when the device is not in use. The coil paths of the cable 3 for connection to the
mains and the cables 5, 6 for connection to the battery are, in the main, in
parallel and axially displaced with respect to each other.

This means that the device will be very compact and all cables will be kept in

place when the device is not in use, so that it is simple to store the device and it
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will be very simple to remove the cables and the clamping devices when the

charging unit is to be used.

Furthermore, a switch 11 is arranged on the housing 2 with which the charging
unit can be activated. Furthermore, the charging unit 2 is fitted with an indicator
12 that shows the operating state of the charging device.

Furthermore, an electronic unit (not shown) is placed in the housing 2 that
measures/senses the type of battery which is to be charged, controls the
charging process and switches off the device after the charging is completed.

The electronic unit will automatically detect the size of the battery (battery
capacity) and find a suitable charge voltage. Furthermore, the surrounding
temperature will be detected and the electronic unit will compensate the charge

voltage accordingly.

The charging device can be used for batteries with a capacity of 4 — 225 Ah
and battery types that can be charged with the help of the device are open and
closed lead batteries, so called AGM batteries and gel batteries.

The charging device according to the invention functions as follows:

The charger is connected to the battery that is to be charged with the help of the
clamping devices 8, 9 and the plug 4 is placed in a wall socket or the like, which
supplies a voltage of 230V. The charging commences when the switch 11 is
activated. The charging device can also be used as a current supply for a

limited period, and this time period is determined by the electronic unit.

Example
A typical course of charging at 4 A is shown in fig. 4.
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The X-axis gives the different steps described below, while the Y-axis gives the

current in A.

4 amp

Charging step

1) Analyse the

Measure the voltage at I=0

Find battery size
(Ah capacity)

state 1 second
5 sec.
Batt. Stat. ind. Time
2) Soft start Start charging at constant current 1, 2, 4 A measure voltage

Increase current if AV < 0.2V
15 sec on (always wait 15 sec to the next current level) 15
sec off x3

If AV >= 0.2V charge directly with existing current 1-2-4 A

3) Main charging

Start main charging at correct current level according to
battery size.
Max time 4 amp 12 h

2amp 8 h

Tamp 2h

4) Top charging

Constant. Voltage 14.4 V until I<1A
Max time 4amp6 h

2amp4h

1Tamp 3 h
5) Maintenance 13.8 V min at 4 h max 24 h from step 1
charging
6) Analyse Turn off charging measure voltage

7) Rest mode

Rest until next week
If Vbat < 12.7 VV go to step 8

8) Waking

Waking, start new charge cycle

In this embodiment example the indicator comprises five LED lamps and one

warning lamp. These will give the user the following indications:
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Step O Check output charge line
1%t the crocodile
2" the 12 V plug

Step 1 Analyse
Start timer counter
Measure battery voltage
Indicate battery status green light

>12.65V all five segments light up
1255V -12.65V four segments light up
1245V -12565V three segments light up
1235V -1245V two segments light up
35V -1235V one segment lights up

< 3.5 V Error mode Warning Triangle red light

Step 2 Soft Start
LED indication
1 amp: one LED blinking
2 amp: two LEDs blinking
4 amp: three LEDs blinking

Step 3 Main Charge
1%t 2" 3" | EDs/charging indication

If battery not connected the warning light will light up.
If wrong polarity the warning light will light up.

Step 4 Top Charge
1%t 2" 3" 4™ | EDs/charging indication

Step 5 Maintain charge

All five segments light Green (no blinking)
After 24 h Go to sleep I=0A Step 7

All segments pulsing from low to high intensity.
2 sec increase intensity
Turn off 1sec
and so on
Step 6 Analyse
1%, 2" 3 4™ 5™ | EDs/charging indication

Measure the voltage after 2 mins, |=0A
If Vbat > 13.0 V after 2 mins OK Go to step 6

If Vbat < 13.0 V after 2 mins OK Go to Error RED warning
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turns on (no blinking)

Step 7 Sleep
5 No special indication
Step 8 Wake up

Go to Step 1 for new charging cycle.
10
14.7 VV Button
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Claims

1.

Charging device (1) for charging of lead batteries and other rechargeable
battery types, encompassing a housing (2) with a transformer, cable (3) with a
plug (4) for connecting to the mains, cables (5, 6) for supply of electric power to
a battery, clamping devices (7, 8) for connection to the poles of a battery, switch
(11) for the activation and deactivation of the charging device (1) and at least
one visual indicator (12) to give the user an indication of the charging progress,
characterised in thatthe housing (2) is of such design that the cables
(3, 5, 6) and the plug (4) are completely or partly lying inside the housing (2)
and the clamping devices (7, 8) are fastened to the holding means (9, 10) that
protrude from the housing when the device is not in use, as each holding means
(9, 10) encompasses two protruding elements, that the cables (5, 6) for
connection to the battery are coiled around the circumference of the housing (2)
between each of the protruding elements of the respective holding means (9,
10).

2.

Charging device according to claim 1,

characterised in thatthe cable (3) for connecting to the mains is coiled
around the periphery of the housing (2) and that the plug (4) is placed in a

recess in the housing (2) when the device is not in use.

3.

Charging device (1) according to any of the preceding claims,
characterised in thatthe path of the coiling of the cable (3) with the
plug (4) and the cables (5, 6) for connection to the battery are, in the main, in
parallel and axially displaced in relation to each other.

4.
Charging device (1) according to any of the preceding claims,
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characterised in thatthe device (1) further incorporates an electronic
unit that measures/senses which type of battery that is to be charged, the
surrounding temperature and the capacity of the battery.

5.
Charging device (1) according to claim 3,
characterised in thatthe electronic unit controls the charging voltage

and the charging process as a function of the measured parameters.

6.
Charging device (1) according to any of the preceding claims,

characterised in thatthe device (1) encompasses an indicator (12) that

gives the user a visual indication of the charging process.

7.

Charging device (1) according to any of the preceding claims,
characterised in thatitis adapted to charging of open and closed lead
batteries, AMG batteries and gel batteries with a capacity of 4-225 Ah.

8.
Charging device (1) according to any of the preceding claims,

characterised in thatthe indicator (12) comprises at least one LED.
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A system for supplying electrical power to a vehicle comprises: - a network of electricity consuming units,
which is able to be powered in a range of voltages less than or equal to a maximum network voltage
(Vmax_network), - a first electrical accumulation battery connected to the network, and exhibiting a first

maximum voltage when unloaded (VOmax_Batt1) which is less than the maximum network voltage

(Vmax_network), - a second electrical accumulation battery connected to the network, exhibiting a second
maximum voltage when unloaded (VOmax_Batt2), which is greater than the maximum voltage when

unloaded of the first battery (VOmax_Batt1), and a minimum acceptable voltage when unloaded

(VOmini_Batt2) which is below the maximum network voltage (Vmax_network), - a drivable alternator
connected to the network, and able to deliver to the second battery an electrical energy under a setpoint
voltage drivable to various setpoint values (Valt_low, Valt_high). The system furthermore comprises an
electronic management facility, configured to impose at least two different setpoint voltages successively on
the alternator when the vehicle is running, namely a low alternator voltage (Valt_low) which is strictly greater
than the first maximum voltage when unloaded of the first battery (VOmax_Batt1), and a high alternator
voltage (Valt_high) which is strictly greater both than the minimum voltage when unloaded of the second

battery (VOmini_Batt2), and than the low alternator voltage (Valt_low).

Description

METHOD FOR RECHARGING A BATTERY TORQUE S OF A VEHICLE OF DIFFERENT NOMINAL
VOLTAGES AND ASSOCIATED SYSTEM The invention relates to power supply systems for motor vehicles
propelled by a thermal engine or with a hybrid electric - electric propulsion, and in particular to power supply

systems comprising several batteries of different types.

It may indeed be desirable to use different types of batteries in parallel in order to take advantage, for
example, of the good capacity of a lead-acid battery to supply energy for a cold start, and of the high specific
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energy as well as the the greatest endurance in terms of charging and discharging cycles of a lithium-ion
type battery.

The patent application US 201 1 00 1352 thus describes a system in which both types of batteries are
present, the no-load voltages and the internal resistances of the two batteries being chosen so that, for a
constant alternator voltage, this or preferably the lithium battery which discharges and recharges, the lead
battery thus undergoing a lower number of charging and discharging cycles.

The use of the lead battery is then preferentially reserved for the starting phases of the vehicle.

To achieve such a configuration, the maximum no - load voltage of the lithium battery must remain relatively
close to the maximum no - load voltage of the lead - acid battery. The maximum energy capacity of the
lithium battery is therefore limited.

Such a system makes it possible to increase the lifetime of the lead-acid battery, but makes it necessary to
limit the performance of the lithium batteries used. In addition, the constant voltage of the alternator must be
chosen high enough to allow simultaneous charging of the lead-acid battery and the lithium battery, which
induces overconsumption of fuel compared to a system with only a lead-acid battery. . --> The aim of the
invention is to propose a system for powering a vehicle comprising two batteries, this system not only
increasing the lifetime of the lead battery, but also reducing the average fuel consumption of the battery.
vehicle.

For this purpose, a system for supplying electrical energy to a vehicle comprises:

a dc network, of at least one electrical consumer element, able to be supplied in a voltage range less than
or equal to a maximum network voltage,

a first electric storage battery connected to the network, and having a first maximum voltage at no load less
than the maximum network voltage,

a second electric accumulator battery connected to the network, having a second maximum voltage
unladen, greater than the maximum no-load voltage of the first battery, and a minimum acceptable voltage
not exceeding the maximum mains voltage,

a controllable alternator connected to the network, and capable of delivering to the second battery an
electrical energy under a setpoint voltage that can be controlled at different setpoint values.

The system further comprises an electronic management unit, configured to impose on the alternator during
the rolling of the vehicle, successively at least two different setpoint voltages, namely a low alternator voltage
which is strictly greater than the first maximum voltage. empty of the first battery, and a high alternator
voltage which is strictly greater than both the minimum voltage of the second battery empty, and the
alternator low voltage. According to some embodiments, the alternator may be an alternator system
comprising an alternator associated with a DC / DC transformer (direct current / direct current, also called
"DC / DC converter"). The alternator can then be controllable itself in tension. According to another
embodiment, the setpoint voltage can be controllable by modifying only the setpoint of the DC / DC
transformer, the alternator being not controllable in voltage. In yet another embodiment, the --> The nominal
voltage can be controlled by modifying both the voltage delivered by the alternator and the setpoint of the
DC / DC transformer.

According to an improved embodiment, the system further comprises a DC / DC voltage transformer
adapted to lower the voltage delivered by the second battery to the network. The second fully charged
operating voltage of the second battery can then be greater than the maximum mains voltage.
Advantageously, the voltage transformer is bidirectional, and is able to supply the second battery at a
voltage greater than the maximum voltage of the network when the alternator delivers a current under the
high alternator voltage.

The first battery may be a lead-acid battery, and the second battery may be a lithium battery, particularly a
lithium-ion type battery. The second battery may also be a lead acid battery (conventional or reinforced lead
or VRLA according to the English "Valve Regulated Lead Acid Battery") with different characteristics of the
first battery.

The electronic management unit can be configured to open a switch of the second battery when the vehicle
is in a parking mode, that is to say engine stopped, and can be configured, if the voltage of the first battery
goes under a first threshold and simultaneously the voltage of the second battery is above a second
threshold, to close the switch for a predetermined period before performing the next start of the vehicle. This

predetermined period makes it possible to partially recharge the first battery. NOCO Exhibit 2005
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According to another aspect, in a management method of a motor vehicle equipped with a first battery and a
second battery for supplying electrical energy, the two batteries having maximum voltages with different
voids and being connected to the same alternator and to the same DC electrical network of the vehicle, it
imposes a low alternator voltage during the first rolling phases of the vehicle, and imposes a high alternator
voltage higher than the alternator low voltage during second vehicle taxiing phases such as regenerative
braking phases, less --> fuel consumers than the first phases. The first rolling phases correspond to rolling
phases out of deceleration. Advantageously, this method can be applied to a motor vehicle where the first
battery, the second battery and the alternator are connected in parallel.

Preferably, the high alternator voltage is imposed when the vehicle is in a recuperative deceleration phase,
and the low alternator voltage is imposed when the vehicle is in an acceleration phase of the engine.

It is possible to impose an alternator intermediate voltage that is strictly greater than the alternator low
voltage and less than or equal to the alternator high voltage, when a charge level of the second battery
becomes lower than a threshold load, and / or when a certain mo of vehicle running other than the
deceleration, is detected, and / or if the current delivered by the second battery to the network exceeds a
certain threshold. The level of the intermediate alternator voltage may be different in the different cases
mentioned.

For example, it is possible to supply the second battery with a DC / DC transformer by bringing the voltage
across the battery to a value between 15V and 17V during the vehicle's regenerative deceleration phases.
The system may include solar panels embedded on the vehicle, and connected to the network.

The system may also include an electrical outlet adapted for recharging the second battery on a network
outside the vehicle.

According to a preferred embodiment, the second battery may be a refurbished lithium battery that has
already been used to provide automotive propulsion energy. Typically the second lithium battery is
composed of two "worn" modules of a traction battery for an electric vehicle, that is to say whose state of
charge is between 70% and 80% of their initial capacity. The system according to the invention uses these
modules in a voltage range corresponding to a state of charge of between 5% and 30% of their initial
capacitance. To avoid unloading these modules below their state of use, a switch is --> placed between the
lithium battery and the rest of the system, this switch being open as soon as the state of charge of the
battery reaches a state of charge of 5% and is no longer recharged by the system according to the invention,
so typically in "parking" mode, that is to say when the vehicle engine is stopped.

The electronic management unit may for example be configured to impose a low alternator voltage which is
less than or equal to 1.05 times the maximum no-load voltage of the first battery, or even less than 1.035
times the maximum voltage at the first battery. empty of the first battery.

The alternator low voltage can for example be between 12, 8 and 13.5V, and the alternator high voltage can
be between 14 and 15V.

According to an advantageous embodiment, the second battery can be powered by a DC / DC transformer
by bringing the voltage across the battery to a value between 15V and 17V during the recuperative
deceleration phases of the vehicle.

Other objects, features and advantages of the invention will appear on reading the following description,
given solely by way of non-limiting example, and with reference to the appended drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of a feed system according to the invention,

FIG. 2 is a graph showing the relative levels of different voltages involved in the operation of the feed
system of FIG. 1,

FIG. 3 is an algorithm illustrating a possible management mode of the feed system of FIG. 1.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, a system 1 for powering a vehicle comprises an electrical network 2, an alternator 3,
a first battery 4, for example a lead-acid battery, a second battery 7, for example a battery lithium-ion battery,
and an electronic management unit 1 0. The second battery 7 is provided with a switch 1 1 for disconnecting
the network 2. The alternator 3 is able to convert from --> the mechanical energy taken from a shatft
connected to a heat engine (not shown) in electrical energy sent to the electrical network 2.

On the electrical network 2 are disposed electrical consumers 6, such as an air conditioning device, lighting
means and heating means. The alternator 3 is connected to the terminals of the first battery 4. The second
battery 7 is connected in parallel to the first battery 4. The electrical consumers 6 are connected in parallel to

the network 2. The network 2 comprises a ground connection 5 on the chassis of the vehicle. Thadwetwearl3os
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also supplies a starter capable of starting the engine of the vehicle to initiate the first combustion cycle.

According to the variants, the second battery 7 can be connected to a DC / DC transformer 8 connected in
series with the battery 7, so that the voltage across the second battery 7 can be higher than the maximum
voltage. network 2.

In the embodiments in which the second battery 7 is associated with a DC / DC transformer 8, energy
production means such as solar panels 9 can be connected to the terminals of the second battery 7, which
allows the maximum voltage delivered by these solar panels 9 to be higher than the maximum voltage of the
network 2. The electronic management unit is connected to the alternator 3, to which it is able to impose a
variable setpoint voltage and in particular, to which it is able to impose two distinct values of set values, a
first value denoted Valt low and a second value denoted Valt high higher than the first value.

The electronic management unit 1 0 is also connected to the switch 11, which may be of the mechanical-
electromagnetic type, or of the electronic type, for example in the form of a transistor. By opening the switch
1 1, the electronic management unit 10 can disconnect the second battery 7 from the network, and prevent
an inadvertent discharge of the second battery 7.

The first battery, especially if the first battery is a lead-acid battery, can be used preferentially at --> start of
the engine of the vehicle, to power a starter. The electronic management unit 1 0 disconnects the second
battery 7 (for example a lithium battery, and more precisely of the lithium-ion type) using the switch 1 1, as
soon as the vehicle is in "parking" mode. . In this way, the battery 7 is not discharged. The second battery 7
then remains disconnected from the network until the next start of the vehicle engine has been made.

Lead-acid batteries have excellent cold start capability, and so it is the first lead-acid battery 4 that is used
when the vehicle's heat engine is started.

Lithium batteries have a better endurance in terms of cycling, and it is therefore the second battery that is
used to supply the vehicle's on-board network while driving the vehicle. The voltage of the network, that is to
say the measurable voltage between the terminals of the first battery 4, is imposed by that of the three
elements, among the alternator 3, the first battery 4 and the second battery 7 possibly associated with a DC /
DC transformer, which has the highest voltage between its two terminals.

By "terminals" of each of the elements, we mean the two connection points of this element to the network 2.

In the case where the system includes a DC / DC transformer 8, connected as described in FIG. 1, the term
"voltage across the set [second battery 7, DC / DC transformer 8]" means the voltage between the two
points. connecting this set to the network 2.

When the alternator 3 does not rotate, for example at the time of starting the vehicle, and the second battery
7 is disconnected by means of the switch 1 1, it is the first battery 4 which imposes the voltage on the
network 2 .

When the vehicle is running and the alternator 3 is operating, it is decided to control the voltage setpoint of
the alternator 3 above the maximum empty voltage of the first battery 4. In this way, it is not the first battery 4
which supplies the electrical power of the circuit 2. Depending on whether the voltage of the alternator 3 is
higher or lower than the voltage of the second battery 7, this --> then will be either the alternator 3 or the
second battery 7, or both simultaneously, which will provide the electrical energy of the network 2.

In the context of the invention, a second battery 7 is chosen, the maximum empty voltage of which is
sufficiently greater than the maximum empty voltage of the first battery 4, so as to be able to alternatively
impose two modes of operation. In the first mode of operation, the alternator voltage is set to a low value
"Low_value", which is greater than the maximum open-circuit voltage of the first battery "VOmax battl", itself
lower than the maximum voltage tolerated by the network "Vmax network". The alternator voltage "low valt"
is lower than the maximum voltage unladen of the second battery 7 "VOmax_batt2". In a second mode of
operation, the alternator voltage is equal to a high voltage generator value "High Valt", which is higher than
the low alternator voltage, while remaining lower than the maximum voltage tolerated by the generator.
network.

In this way, when the alternator 3 is regulated to deliver the alternator low voltage, and the second battery 7
is sufficiently charged so that its voltage is greater than the low alternator voltage, it is the second battery 7.
2. When, in this mode of operation, the operating voltage of the second battery 7 drops to the level of the low
alternator voltage, part of the electrical power of the network 2 is supplied. by the second battery 7, and a
part of the electrical energy is supplied by the alternator 3.

When the electronic management unit 10 imposes the second mode of operation, where it is theyalieeratesoos
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high voltage which is imposed, if the unladen voltage of the second battery is lower than the high alternator
voltage, it is is then the alternator which supplies the electrical energy to the network and which
simultaneously provides energy for recharging the second battery 7.

If no other means than the alternator 3 is provided to recharge the second battery 7, the second battery 7
can be recharged during the phases where it is the high alternator voltage is imposed, and can provide the
energy to the grid as long as its voltage remains higher than the alternator low voltage, --> the phases where
the electronic management unit 1 0 imposes the alternator low voltage.

It is preferable to impose a low alternator voltage just above the maximum empty voltage of the first battery,
so that during the phases when the low alternator voltage is imposed, the alternator takes as little as
possible of mechanical energy on the motor shaft driven by the heat engine. The alternator thus creates only
a limited fuel consumption, while ensuring that the first battery is constantly charged to its maximum level.

In the first mode of operation, as long as the second battery 7 is sufficiently charged (that is to say as long
as its voltage is greater than the low voltage of the alternator), it is the second battery 7 which supplies the
battery. electrical energy to the network 2.

The phases in which the high alternator voltage is imposed in order to recharge the second battery 7, are
preferably the low fuel cost running phases, for example the recuperative deceleration phases, ie to tell if the
vehicle is in a deceleration mode for using the engine brake, and to use some of the mechanical energy from
the motor shaft to rotate the alternator. For example, it suffices for the setpoint of the pedal of the vehicle to
correspond to a phase of engine deceleration.

Part of the kinetic energy of braking of the vehicle then serves to recharge the second battery 7. This energy
recovered during the braking phases then makes it possible to save fuel, by limiting the alternator voltage
imposed during the corresponding taxiing phases. in the first mode of operation.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of relative positioning of the various voltage values mentioned previously in the
description of the power supply system 1. The different levels shown in FIG. 2 illustrate the minimum empty
voltage of the first battery 4, ie, V mini batt |, the maximum no-load voltage of the first battery 4, that is
VOmax batt I, the minimum open-circuit voltage V Omini_batt 2 of the second battery 7 , the maximum empty
voltage VOmax_batt2 of the second battery, the --> Low alternator voltage Valt low, the high alternator
voltage Valt high and the maximum voltage Vmax network that the network 2 is able to withstand without
being damaged.

Typically, if one operates with a lead-acid battery as the first battery 4, and with, as a second battery, a
lithium-ion type battery resulting from the recovery of lithium-ion batteries used to propel electric vehicles or
hybrid, the minimum vacuum voltage VOmini beat | of the first lead acid battery is of the order of 12 volts,
and is substantially the minimum voltage VOmini_batt2 vacuum of the second lithium battery, or is a little
lower.

The maximum voltage at no load VOmax beats the first lead acid battery is of the order of 12.8 vo Its, and
the low alternator voltage Valt low which is imposed to be just above this maximum voltage at vacuum is of
the order of 1 3, 2 volts.

The maximum unloaded voltage VOmax_batt2 of the second lithium battery may be of the order of 16.8
volts, and the high voltage of alternator Valt high of the order of 15 volts to remain below the value.
maximum accepted by the network Vmax network, which it is of the order of 1 6 volts.

It is conceivable to use other types of battery for the first and the second battery, and the maximum voltage
of the second battery is not necessarily greater than the maximum voltage of the network. The alternator low
voltage should preferably be greater than the maximum no-load voltage of the first battery. One could
possibly consider a mo de embodiment where the low alternator voltage would be very slightly less than the
maximum empty voltage of the first battery, but it would then unnecessarily impose charging and discharging
cycles to the first battery by reducing the lifetime of it.

The maximum voltage of the second battery must necessarily be higher than the maximum no-load voltage
of the first battery, so as to be able to define a low voltage value of alternator between these two values of
maximum voltage at no load of the two batteries.

The alternator high voltage may be equal to, or greater than, the maximum empty voltage of the second
battery, by --> example if the maximum voltage of the second battery is lower than the maximum voltage
tolerated by the network.

The minimum empty voltage of the second battery must be lower than the high voltage of the aligspataribn2005
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order to allow at least partial charging of the second battery 7 during the operating phases with the high
voltage of the alternator.

The second battery 7 can be recharged, in addition during the phases when the alternator rotates to its high
voltage value, by additional electrical generating means such as solar panels 9. In the case where the
maximum voltage at no load of the second battery is less than the maximum voltage tolerated by the
network, or in the case where the system comprises a DC / DC transformer adapted to lower the voltage
delivered by the second battery to a voltage lower than the maximum voltage to the lattice, may also
consider recharging the second battery 7 on a network outside the vehicle, for example on a parking area.
The maximum no-load voltage of the second battery 7, that is to say VOmax_batt2, may be lower or higher
than the maximum voltage accepted by the network 2. If the maximum empty voltage of the second battery
is greater than the voltage The maximum voltage accepted by the network Vmax network, according to a
first embodiment, operates the second battery 7 on only part of its operating range that is to say for example
between the low voltage of the alternator and the high voltage alternator.

According to a second variant of operation, it is possible to exploit the second battery 7 over a wider range,
for example between the low alternator voltage and the maximum empty voltage accepted by the second
battery 7, if for example the system is provided with a DC / DC transformer 8, adapted to lower the voltage
delivered by the second battery 7 so as to bring it to a value less than or equal to the maximum voltage
tolerated by the network.

In this case, one can for example consider charging the second battery 7 at its maximum voltage when
empty from a network outside the vehicle, when the vehicle is stopped. This reserve of energy is then used
during the driving of the vehicle in the --> supplemented by a partial recharge of the battery at a high
alternator voltage when the vehicle is recovering deceleration.

If the DC / DC transformer is bidirectional, it can even be envisaged to charge the second battery at its
maximum voltage unladen by raising the voltage at the terminals of the second battery 7 relative to the high
voltage of the alternator during the phases of recuperative deceleration. .

For safety, in order to avoid even a partial discharge of the first battery 4, the alternator low voltage is
chosen slightly higher than the maximum empty voltage of the first battery 4.

The minimum empty voltage of the second battery 7 is preferably lower than the low voltage of the
alternator so that, when the vehicle is in a running mode where the low alternator voltage is imposed by the
generator unit. electronic management 10, the energy supplied by the alternator automatically comes to
supplement the energy provided by the second battery 7 when the voltage thereof is decreasing. This
prevents the voltage of the second battery 7 can go down to the minimum voltage tolerated VOmini_batt2.
Alternative embodiments could be envisaged where the minimum empty voltage of the second battery
would be greater than the low voltage of the alternator, but it is necessary for such a variant that the
electronic management unit 10 impose a high voltage of the alternator before that the voltage of the second
battery 7 does not fall below its minimum value. In all cases, the minimum voltage of the second battery 7
must be lower than the high voltage of the alternator.

The alternator low voltage is preferably lower than the maximum no-load voltage of the second battery 7. It
is as close as possible, by a higher value, to the maximum empty voltage of the first battery, while keeping a
margin of The difference in order to be sure that the alternator regulated alternator low voltage remains
above this minimum value VOmax beats I.

It is advantageous to use a second battery 7 whose maximum maximum voltage VOmax_batt2 is greater
than the voltage --> the maximum voltage Vmax of the network 2, which makes it possible, in order to
choose the values of the low alternator voltage and the high alternator voltage, to have the entire voltage
range between the maximum empty voltage of the first VOmax battery beats | and the maximum voltage
accepted by network Vmax_network.

In particular, this configuration is found when there is a network 2 of the vehicle whose maximum
acceptable voltage is of the order of 15 to 16 volts, and when a lead battery is used as the first battery 4,
whose maximum open-circuit voltage is about 12.8 volts, and a lithium-ion battery for the second battery 7,
for example a lithium-ion battery reconditioned following use for the propulsion of an electric vehicle. Such a
reconditioned battery has, for example, a maximum no-load voltage of the order of 16.8 volts and an
acceptable minimum voltage of not more than 12 volts.

In addition to switching to a high alternator voltage during the deceleration phases of the vehicleyadditionabos
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strategies implemented in the electronic management unit 10 may be defined, in order to avoid an excessive
discharge of the second battery 7 in the case of figure where the phases of recuperative deceleration are not
sufficiently frequent and / or sufficiently prolonged.

One can then choose to impose an alternator voltage intermediate between the low alternator voltage and
the high alternator voltage, that is to say strictly greater than the low alternator voltage and less than or equal
to the alternator voltage. high alternator voltage. One or more intermediate voltages can thus be imposed
during certain driving phases that may suggest that the next decelerations are distant in time. These driving
phases may include highway-type driving modes. One or more intermediate voltages may also be imposed
for pre-programmed driving modes in the electronic management unit because the operating point of the
engine, for these driving modes, corresponds to a lower fuel consumption than for others. driving modes. -->
The switching to an alternator alternating voltage can also be conditioned by the simultaneous detection of a
given driving mode, and a state of charge lower than or equal to a threshold charge state of the second
battery 7.

FIG. 3 illustrates an algorithm 1 that can be impregnated in the electronic management unit 10 of a power
supply system according to the invention. At an initial time 2 1, corresponding for example to the
commissioning of the vehicle or its return to service after a change of batteries, the electronic management
unit 10 tests, in a step 22, if the vehicle is in mode car park.

If this is the case, the electronic management unit 10 disconnects, if it is already done, the second battery 7
of the network 2 with the switch 1 1, in a step 23.

It then tests in a step 24, if the voltage across the second battery 7 has fallen below a voltage Vmin which
may, for example, be equal to the minimum voltage VOmini_batt2 vacuum of the second battery, or be a
slightly higher value than this minimum vacuum voltage.

If the measured voltage is lower than the threshold voltage Vmin, the electronic management unit 10
displays an alert message warning the driver that he must change the second battery 7, to a step 25. If the
voltage is higher than the threshold voltage Vmin, the electronic management unit returns to step 22.

When the test 22 indicates that the vehicle is no longer in the parking configuration, the electronic
management unit 10 tests in a step 26 the health of the second battery 7. This health test may for example
consist of checking whether the number cycles of charges and discharges already suffered by the second
battery 7 is less than a threshold number Nmax of charges and discharges, if the different cells of the battery
are sufficiently balanced, and if the voltage at the terminals of the battery is greater than or equal to the
threshold voltage Vmin.

If the answer is negative, the electronic management unit 1 0 displays the warning message corresponding
to step 25. If the result of the test 26 is positive, the electronic management unit carries out a test 27 to know
if the The vehicle's engine is active. If this --> is not the case, the electronic management unit 10 sets up a
strategy 28 for feeding the network 2 either from the first battery, or from the second battery, or from the two
batteries together , then return to step 22.

When the test 27 indicates that the engine of the vehicle is active, the electronic management unit tests at a
step 29 if the vehicle is in a mode of recuperative deceleration, that is to say if the vehicle is in a mode
deceleration device for using the engine brake, drawing a portion of the mechanical energy from the motor
shaft to rotate the alternator. For example, it suffices for the setpoint to the pedal of the vehicle corresponds
to a phase of engine deceleration.

If the vehicle is in a recuperative deceleration mode, the electronic management unit 10 imposes on the
alternator a high alternator voltage, for example 15 volts, in a step 31, and continues to loop on the test 29
and then on the piloting at the alternator high voltage 31, as long as the vehicle is decelerating.

If the vehicle is not in regenerative deceleration at the exit of the test step 29, the electronic management
unit 10 forces the alternator 3 to operate at the alternator low voltage, for example at 13 volts, at a step 30.

Following step 30, the electronic management unit 10 tests whether the vehicle and the second battery 7
are in a "forced load" configuration. Such a forced load configuration may for example correspond to the
case where the voltage across the second battery 7 drops below a threshold value Vi and where

simultaneously a time counter A(, which counts the time elapsed since the last deceleration, goes over a

threshold At.Math..

In this case, it can be considered that the voltage of the second battery begins to become insufficient, and
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that the driving mode detected is not a driving mode punctuated by sufficiently frequent decelerations.

If this test 32 reveals that it is in the forced-running configuration, the electronic management unit 10
imposes, at a step 33, a regulation of the alternator 3 at a voltage Valt Mid, for example equal to 14, 5 volts,
and continues to impose this mode of --> charge as long as the charge level of the battery tested at a step
34 has not reached a satisfactory minimum level SOC .sub.m i .sub.n .

This minimum charge level can for example be detected by a decrease of the charging current entering the
second battery 7.

When the test of step 34 indicates that the recharge level of the second battery is sufficient, the electronic
management unit 10 tests at a step 35 the health of the second battery 7, for example by checking that the
temperature of the battery The battery does not exceed a maximum temperature T .sub.max , verifying that
the balancing level between the different cells is sufficient, or that this level still makes it possible to
rebalance the different cells, and verifying that the voltage V across the second battery is greater than the
threshold voltage V .sub.m i .sub.n .

If the level of health detected in step 35 is insufficient, the electronic management unit 10 displays the alert
message corresponding to step 25. In the opposite case, the electronic management unit 10 tests at a step
36 if the different cells of the second battery 7 are sufficiently balanced. If this is the case, the electronic
management unit returns to the test step 22 to check if the vehicle, meanwhile, is in parking mode.

In the opposite case, the electronic management unit triggers a balancing of the cells in a step 37 and also
returns to the step 22.

The object of the invention is not limited to the embodiments described and may be the subject of numerous
variants, both as regards the arrangement of the different elements of the system 1, the operating algorithms
imp lantés in the electronic management unit 10 and / or the choice of types of batteries or other types of
accumulators.

The low voltage and high voltage impeded at the terminals of the second battery 7 can be obtained either by
regulating the voltage delivered by the alternator at two different levels or by raising the voltage at the
terminals of the second battery using a DC / DC transformer. The high voltage can also be obtained by
raising both the setpoint voltage across --> the alternator and transforming this voltage, using the DC / DC
transformer, into an even higher voltage across the second battery.

The operating algorithm, an example of which is given in FIG. 3, admits of a very large number of variants,
in particular as regards the succession of the various tests for determining which alternator voltage must be
imposed at a given instant, or in the defining one or more modes of forced charging. These forced charging
modes can be set with different Valt Mid alternator voltages depending on the modes. For example, it is
possible to define different modes of forced charging according to different conditions of charge level of the
second battery and different conditions of the type of running and / or operating point of the engine detected.
The electric accumulators referred to as first and second batteries may be electrochemical storage
batteries, for example a first lead battery and a second lithium ion battery. It is also possible to consider
using for the second battery other types of lithium batteries than lithium-ion batteries, other electrochemical
batteries or one or more supercapacitors.

The invention can be used for a power supply system of a propulsion vehicle by a heat engine. It can also
be used for a power system of an electric hybrid electric propulsion vehicle. In the latter case, it is possible
for example to use a lithium battery as the first battery used both for starting the vehicle and for occasional
propulsion of the vehicle, and a second supercapacitor type battery for accumulating energy during the
phases. deceleration. It is therefore necessary to understand in this application the term "electric
accumulator battery" in the broad sense since it encompasses storage systems of the supercapacitor type.
The system according to the invention makes it possible to reduce the overall fuel consumption of the
vehicle, to extend the life of the first battery, and, in the case where --> as a second battery a reconditioned
lithium battery, reduce the cost and the ecological footprint of the system.

It should be noted that the concept of using two batteries for different purposes can be expanded to more
than two batteries. In fact, it is conceivable to also use a third battery connected to the on-board network via
a DC / DC converter and a switch, this switch being closed in terms of "parking", that is to say engine
stopped, to provide the necessary electrical energy to the on - board consumers. Advantageously this third
battery consists of modules recovered from an electric vehicle traction battery, benefits from the best

performance points of the engine and the alternator to be recharged (for example in decelerationydadenivit 2005
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same way as the second battery at lithium), and benefits from a complementary charging system such as a
solar panel.

Similarly, the first lead battery used for starting the vehicle, can be connected to the on-board network via a
switch, to further specialize its use: this switch is closed for example only at startup, and on the best
performance points of the engine and the alternator when its state of charge is below a certain threshold.

It should be noted that the use of a switch between firstly a first battery and the onboard network and
secondly a second battery and the onboard network makes it possible to use for these two batteries identical
lead batteries. connected in parallel with the alternator without DC / DC intermediate while assigning them a
specific role (starting for one, consumption of the network for the other) and having them recharge at the
best points of efficiency of the engine and the alternator.

Claims

1. System (1) for supplying electrical energy to a vehicle, comprising:

a dc network (2) of at least one electrical consumer element (6) able to be supplied in a voltage range less
than or equal to a maximum network voltage (Vmax_network),

a first battery (4) of electrical accumulation connected to the network (2), and having a first maximum
voltage at no load (VO max Batt I) lower than the maximum network voltage (V max_network),

a second battery (7) of electrical accumulation connected to the network (2), having a second maximum
voltage unladen (VOmax_Batt2), greater than the maximum voltage at no load of the first battery (VOmax
Battl), and a minimum voltage acceptable vacuum (VOmini_Batt2) lower than the maximum network voltage
(Vmax_switch),

a controllable alternator (3) connected to the network (2), and capable of delivering to the second battery (7)
an electrical energy under a setpoint voltage that can be controlled at different setpoint values (low_valve,
high_valve),

characterized in that the system further comprises an electronic management unit (10), configured to
impose on the alternator (3) during the rolling of the vehicle, successively at least two different setpoint
voltages, namely a low voltage of alternator (Valt_basse) which is strictly greater than the first maximum
empty voltage of the first battery (VOmax Batt I), and a high alternator voltage (Valt high) which is strictly
greater than both the minimum empty voltage of the second battery (VOmini_Batt2), and the alternator low
voltage (Valt_basse).

2. System according to claim 1, further comprising a DC / DC voltage transformer (8) adapted to lower the
voltage delivered by the second battery (7) to the network, and wherein the second maximum voltage to no
load (VOmax_Batt2 ) of the second --> battery (7) is greater than the maximum mains voltage
(Vmax_network).

3. System according to claim 2, wherein the voltage transformer (8) is bidirectional, and is able to supply the
second battery (7) at a voltage greater than the maximum voltage of the network (Vmax network) when the
alternator ( 3) delivers a current under the alternator high voltage (high Valt).

4. System according to one of the preceding claims, wherein the first battery (4) is a lead battery, and the
second battery (7) is a lithium battery.

5. System according to one of the preceding claims, wherein the electronic management unit (10) is
configured to open a switch (1 1) of the second battery (7) when the engine of the vehicle is stopped and, if
the voltage of the first battery (4) goes under a first threshold and simultaneously the voltage of the second
battery is above a second threshold, to close the switch (1 1) for a predetermined period before performing
the next start of the vehicle.

6. A method of managing a motor vehicle equipped with a first battery (4) and a second battery (7) for
supplying electrical energy, the two batteries having maximum voltages with voids (VOmax_Batt | 2,
VOmax_Batt2 ) and being connected to the same alternator (3) and the same DC electrical network of the
vehicle (2), characterized in that it imposes a low alternator voltage (low Valt) during early phases of of the
vehicle, and imposes a higher alternator voltage (Valt high) higher than the low alternator voltage during
second vehicle running phases such as regenerative braking phases, less fuel-intensive than the first

phases. .
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7. The method as claimed in claim 6, in which the high alternator voltage (high Valt) is imposed when the
vehicle is in the recuperative deceleration phase, and the low alternator voltage (low valt) is imposed when
the vehicle is in the vehicle. an acceleration phase of the engine.

8. Process according to claims 6 to 7, wherein an alternator intermediate voltage (Valt Mid) is imposed, -->
strictly greater than the alternator low voltage (Low valt) and lower than or equal to the high alternator
voltage (High valt), when a charge level of the second battery (7) becomes lower than a threshold load, and /
or when a certain mode of driving the vehicle other than the deceleration, is detected, and / or if the current
delivered by the second battery (7) to the network exceeds a certain threshold.

Copyright © 2022 Clarivate Analytics. All rights reserved. Republication or redistribution of Clarivate
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(57) Abstract : A System for supplying electrical power to a
vehicle comprises: - a network of electricity consuming
units, which is able to be powered in a range of voltages
less than or equal to a maximum network voltage
(Vmax_network), - a first electrical accumulation battery
connected to the network, and exhibiting a first maximum
voltage when unloaded (VOmax_Battl) which is less than
the maximum network voltage (Vmax_network), - a second
electrical accumulation battery connected to the network,
exhibiting a second maximum voltage when unloaded (VO-
max_Batt2), which is greater than the maximum voltage
when unloaded of the first battery (VOmax_Baitl), and a
minimum acceptable voltage when unloaded
(VOmini_Batt2) which is below the maximum network vol-
tage (Vmax network), - a drivable alternator connected to
the network, and able to deliver to the second battery an
electrical energy under a setpoint voltage drivable to various
setpoint values (Valt low, Valt_high). The System further-
more comprises an electronic management facility, configu-
red to impose at least two différent setpoint voltages succes-
sively on the alternator when the vehicle is running, namely
a low alternator voltage (Valt_low) which is strictly greater
than the first maximum voltage when unloaded of the first
battery (VOmax_Battl), and a high alternator voltage
(Valt_high) which is strictly greater both than the minimum
voltage  when  unloaded  of thc  sccond  battery
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Un systéme d'alimentation en énergie électrique d'un véhicule, comprend: -un réseau d'organes consommateurs électriques, apte a
étre alimenté dans une gamme de tensions inférieure ou €gale a une tension maximale de réseau (Vmax_réseau), -une premiere
batterie d'accumulation électrique connectée au réseau, el présentant une premiere tension maximale a vide (VOmax_Battl) infé-
rieure a la tension maximale de réseau (Vmax_réseau), -une seconde batterie d'accumulation électrique connectée au réseau, pré-
sentant une seconde tension maximale a vide (VOmax_Batt2), supérieure a la tension maximale a vide de la premiére batterie (VO -
max_Battl), et une tension minimale & vide acceptable (VOmini_Batt2) inférieure a la tension maximale de réseau (Vmax_réseau),
-un alternateur pilotable connecté au réseau, et apte a délivrer a la seconde batterie une énergie électrique sous une tension de
consigne pilotable a différentes valeurs de consigne (Valt_basse, Valt_haute). Le systéme comprend en outre une unité de gestion
électronique, configurée pour imposerd l'alternateur lors du roulage du véhicule, successivement au moins deux tensions de
consigne différentes, 4 savoir une tension basse d'alternateur (Valt_basse) qui est strictement supérieure a la premiére tension
maximale a vide de la premiére batterie (VOmax_Battl), et une tension haute d'alternateur (Valt_haute) qui est strictement supé -

ricure a la fois 4 la tension minimale 4 vide de la scconde batteric (VOmini_Batt2), ct 4 la tension basse d'alternateur (Valt_bassc). NOCO Exhibit 2005
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1

PROCEDE DE RECHARGEMENT D'UN COUPLE DE
BATTERIES DE VEHICULE DE TENSIONS NOMINALES
DIFFERENTES, ET SYSTEME ASSOCIE

L'invention se rapporte aux systémes d'alimentation
¢lectrique de véhicules automobiles a propulsion par un moteur
thermique ou a propulsion hybride thermique-électrique, et
notamment aux systemes d'alimentation électrique comprenant
plusieurs batteries de types différents.

On peut en effet souhaiter utiliser différents types de
batteries en parallele afin de tirer parti par exemple de la bonne
capacité d'une batterie au plomb a fournir de l'énergie pour un
démarrage a froid, et de la forte énergie spécifique ainsi que de la
plus grande endurance en terme de cycles de charge et de décharge
d'une batterie de type lithium-ion.

LLa demande de brevet US 2011 00 1352 décrit ainsi un
systeme ol les deux types de batteries sont présentes, les tensions a
vide et les résistances internes des deux batteries étant choisies de
manieére a ce que, pour une tension d'alternateur constante, ce soit
de maniere préférentielle la batterie au lithium qui se décharge puis
se recharge, la batterie au plomb subissant ainsi un moindre nombre
de cycles de charge et de décharge.

L'utilisation de la batterie au plomb est alors réservée de
maniere préférentielle aux phases de démarrage du véhicule.

Pour permettre d'obtenir une telle configuration, la tension
maximale a vide de la batterie au lithium doit rester relativement
proche de la tension maximale a vide de la batterie au plomb. La
capacité énergétique maximale de la batterie au lithium s'en trouve
donc limitée.

Un tel systeme permet d'augmenter la durée de vie de la
batterie au plomb, mais oblige a limiter les performances des
batteries au lithium utilisées. En outre, la tension constante de
l'alternateur doit €tre choisie suffisamment élevée pour permettre de
recharger simultanément la batterie au plomb et la batterie au
lithium, ce qui induit une surconsommation de carburant par rapport
a un systeme muni uniquement d'une batterie au plomb.
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L'invention a pour but de proposer un systéme
d'alimentation é€lectrique d'un véhicule comprenant deux batteries,
ce systéme permettant non seulement d'augmenter la durée de vie de
la batterie au plomb, mais également de réduire la consommation
moyenne en carburant du véhicule.

A cet effet, un systéme d'alimentation en énergie électrique
d'un véhicule, comprend :

-un réseau a courant continu, d'au moins un organe
consommateur électrique, aptc a étre alimenté dans unc gamme de
lensions inférieure ou é€gale a une lension maximale de réseau,

-une premiere batterie d'accumulation électrique connectée
au réseau, et présentant une premiére tension maximale a vide
inférieure a la tension maximale de réseau,

-une seconde batterie d'accumulation électrique connectée au
réseau, présentant une seconde tension maximale a vide, supérieure
a la tension maximale a vide de la premicre batterie, et une tension
minimale a vide acceptable inférieure a la tension maximale de
réseau,

-un alternateur pilotable connecté au réseau, et apte a
délivrer a la seconde batterie une énergie électrique sous une
tension de consigne pilotable a différentes valeurs de consigne.

Le systtme comprend en outre une unité de gestion
électronique, configurée pour imposer a l'alternateur lors du roulage
du véhicule, successivement au moins deux tensions de consigne
différentes, a savoir une tension basse d'alternateur qui est
strictement supérieure a la premicre tension maximale a vide de la
premicre Dbatterie, et une tension haute d'alternateur qui est
strictement supérieure a la fois a la tension minimale a vide de la
seconde batterie, et a la tension basse d'alternateur. Selon certaines
variantes de réalisation, ['alternateur peut é&tre un systeme
d'alternateur comprenant un alternateur associé a un transformateur
CC/CC  (courant  continu/courant  continu, encore  appelé
« DC/DC converter» en anglais). L'alternateur peut alors E&tre
pilotable lui-méme en tension. Selon un autre mode de réalisation,
la tension de consigne peut étre pilotable en modifiant uniquement
la consigne du transformateur CC/CC, l'alternateur n'étant pas
pilotable en tension. Selon encore un autre mode de réalisation, la
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tension de consigne peut €tre pilotable en modifiant a la fois la
tension délivrée par lalternateur et la consigne du transformateur
CC/CC.

Selon un mode de réalisation amélioré, le systeme comporte
en outre un transformateur de tension de type CC/CC apte a abaisser
la tension délivrée par la seconde batterie au réseau. La seconde
tension de fonctionnement a charge compléte de la seconde batterie
peut alors étre supérieure a la tension maximale de réseau.

Avantageusement le transformateur de tension  est
bidirectionnel, et est apte a alimenter la seconde batlerie a une
tension supérieure a la tension maximale du réseau quand
l'alternateur débite un courant sous la tension haute d'alternateur.

La premiere batterie peut étre une batterie au plomb, et la
seconde batterie peut étre une batterie au lithium, en particulier une
batterie de type lithium-ion. La seconde batterie peut également Etre
une batterie au plomb (classique ou au plomb renforcé ou encore
VRLA d'aprés l'anglais « Valve Regulated Lead Acide Battery ») de
caractéristiques différentes de la premiére batterie.

L'unité de gestion électronique peut étre configurée pour
ouvrir un interrupteur de la seconde batterie quand le véhicule est
dans un mode parking, c'est-a-dire moteur arrété, et peut éEtre
configurée, si la tension de la premicre batterie passe sous un
premier seuil et simultanément la tension de la seconde batterie est
au dessus d'un second seuil, pour refermer cet interrupteur pendant
une période prédéterminée avant d'effectuer le démarrage suivant du
véhicule. Cette période prédéterminée permet de recharger
partiellement la premicre batterie.

Selon un autre aspect, dans un procédé de gestion dun
véhicule automobile équipé d'une premicre batterie et d'une seconde
batterie d'alimentation en énergie électrique, les deux batteries
présentant des tensions maximales a vides différentes et étant
connectées a un méme alternateur et a un méme réseau électrique a
courant continu du véhicule, on impose une tension basse
d'alternateur pendant des premiéres phases de roulage du véhicule,
et I'on impose une tension haute d'alternateur plus élevée que la
tension basse d'alternateur pendant des secondes phases de roulage
du véhicule telles que des phases de freinage récupératif, moins
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consommatrices en carburant que les premicres phases. Les
premieres phases de roulage correspondent a des phases de roulage
hors décélération. Avantageusement, ce procédé peut étre appliqué a
un véhicule automobile ou la premiere batterie, la seconde batterie
et l'alternateur sont branchés en parallele.

De maniere préférenticlle, on impose la tension haute
d'alternateur quand le véhicule est en phase de décélération
récupérative, et on impose la tension basse d'alternateur quand le
véhicule est dans une phase d'accélération du moteur.

On peut imposer une tension intermédiaire d'alternateur,
strictement supérieure a la tension basse d'alternateur et inférieure
ou égale a la tension haute d'alternateur, quand un niveau de charge
de la seconde batterie devient inférieur a une charge seuil, et/ou
quand un certain mode de roulage du véhicule autre que la
décélération, est détecté, et/ou si le courant délivré par la seconde
batterie au réseau dépasse un certain seuil. Le niveau de la tension
intermédiaire d'alternateur peut étre différent dans les différents cas
cités.

On peut par exemple alimenter la seconde batterie a l'aide
d'un transformateur CC/CC en amenant la tension aux bornes de la
batterie a une valeur comprise entre 15V et 17V pendant les phases
de décélération récupérative du véhicule.

Le systtme peut comprendre des panneaux solaires
embarqués sur le véhicule, et connectés au réseau.

Le systeme peut également comprendre une prise électrique
adaptée pour un rechargement de la seconde batterie sur un réseau
extérieur au véhicule.

Selon un mode de réalisation préféré, la seconde batterie
peut €tre une batterie au lithium reconditionnée ayant déja servi a
fournir de l'énergie de propulsion automobile. Typiquement la
seconde batterie au lithium est composée de deux modules « usés »
d'une batterie de traction pour véhicule électrique, c'est-a-dire dont
I'état de charge est compris entre 70% et 80% de leur capacité
initiale. Le systéme selon l'invention utilise ces modules dans une
plage de tension correspondant a un état de charge compris entre 5%
et 30% de leur capacité initiale. Pour ne pas décharger ces modules
en de¢a de leur état de charge d'utilisation, un commutateur est
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placé entre la batterie au lithium et le reste du systéme, ce
commutateur étant ouvert des que l'état de charge de la batterie
atteint un état de charge de 5% et n'est plus rechargée par le
systeme selon l'invention, donc typiquement en mode « parking »,
c'est-a-dire lorsque le moteur du véhicule est arrété.

L'unité de gestion électronique peut par exemple Etre
configurée pour imposer une tension basse d'alternateur qui est
inférieure ou égale a 1,05 fois la tension maximale a vide de la
premicre batterie, voire inférieure a 1,035 fois la tension maximale
a vide de la premiére ballerie.

La tension basse d'alternateur peut par exemple étre
comprise entre 12,8 et 13,5V, et la tension haute d'alternateur peut
étre comprise entre 14 et 15V.

Selon un mode de réalisation avantageux, on peut alimenter
la seconde batterie a l'aide d'un transformateur CC/CC en amenant
la tension aux bornes de la batterie a une valeur comprise entre 15V
et 17V pendant les phases de décélération récupérative du véhicule.

D'autres buts, caractéristiques et avantages de l'invention
apparaitront a la lecture de la description suivante, donnée
uniquement a titre d'exemple nullement limitatif, et faite en
référence aux dessins annexés, sur lesquels :

- la figure 1 est une représentation schématique d'un

systtme d'alimentation selon l'invention,

- la figure 2 est un graphique représentant les
niveaux relatifs de différentes tensions intervenant
dans le fonctionnement du systéme d'alimentation
de la figure 1,

- la figure 3 est un algorithme illustrant un mode de
gestion possible du syst¢tme d'alimentation de la
figure 1.

Tel qu'illustré sur la figure 1, un systtme 1 d'alimentation
électrique d'un véhicule comprend un réseau électrique 2, un
alternateur 3, une premicére batterie 4, par exemple une batterie au
plomb, une seconde batterie 7, par exemple une batterie de type
lithium-ion, et une unité¢ de gestion électronique 10. La seconde
batteriec 7 est munic dun interrupteur 11 permettant de la
déconnecter du réseau 2. L'alternateur 3 est apte a converlir de
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I'énergie mécanique prélevée sur un arbre relié a un moteur
thermique (non représenté) en énergie éElectrique envoyée sur le
réseau électrique 2.

Sur le réseau électrique 2 sont disposés des consommateurs
électriques 6, comme par exemple un dispositif de climatisation, des
moyens d'éclairage et des moyens de chauffage. L'alternateur 3 est
connecté aux bornes de la premiére batterie 4. La seconde batterie 7
est connectée en parallele a la premieére batterie 4. Les
consommateurs électriques 6 sont branchés en paralléle sur le réseau
2. Le réseau 2 comprend une mise a la masse 5 sur le chissis du
véhicule. Le réseau 2 alimente également un démarreur apte a lancer
le moteur thermique du véhicule afin d'initier le premier cycle de
combustion.

Selon les variantes de réalisation, la seconde batterie 7 peut
étre reliée a un transformateur CC/CC 8 connecté en série a la
batterie 7, de maniére a ce que la tension aux bornes de la seconde
batterie 7 puisse étre plus élevée que la tension maximum du réseau
2.

Dans les variantes de réalisation ou la seconde ballerie 7 est
associée a un transformateur de type CC/CC 8, des moyens de
production d'énergie tels que des panneaux solaires 9 peuvent Etre
branchés aux bornes de la seconde batterie 7, ce qui autorise la
tension maximale délivrée par ces panneaux solaires 9 a étre plus
élevée que la tension maximum du réseau 2. L'unité de gestion
électronique est reliée a l'alternateur 3, auquel elle est apte a
imposer une tension de consigne variable et notamment, auquel elle
est apte a imposer deux valeurs distinctes de valeurs de consigne,
une premiere valeur notée Vall basse et une seconde valeur nolée
Valt_haute plus élevée que la premiere valeur.

L'unité de gestion électronique 10 est également reliée a
l'interrupteur 11 qui, peut étre de type mécanique-
électromagnétique, ou de type électronique, par exemple sous forme
d'un transistor. En ouvrant l'interrupteur 11, I'unité de gestion
électronique 10 peut déconnecter la seconde batterie 7 du réseau, et
éviter une décharge intempestive de cette seconde batterie 7.

La premiere batterie, notamment si la premiére batterie est
une batterie au plomb, peut étre utilisée de maniere préférenticlle au
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moment des démarrages du moteur thermique du véhicule, pour
alimenter un démarreur. L'unit¢ de gestion électronique 10
déconnecte la seconde batterie 7 (par exemple une batterie lithium,
et plus précisément de type lithium-ion) a l'aide de l'interrupteur
11, dés que le véhicule est en mode « parking ». On évite de cette
maniere de décharger la batterie 7. La seconde batterie 7 reste alors
déconnectée du réseau jusqu'a ce que le prochain démarrage du
moteur du véhicule ait été effectué.

Les batteries au plomb ont en effet une excellente capacité
de démarrage a froid, et c'est donc la premiére batterie 4 au plomb
qui est utilisée au moment du démarrage du moteur thermique du
véhicule.

Les batteries au lithium ont une meilleure endurance en
terme de cyclages, et c'est donc la seconde batterie qui est utilisée
pour alimenter le réseau de bord du véhicule pendant le roulage du
véhicule. La tension du réseau c'est-a-dire la tension mesurable
entre les bornes de la premicre batterie 4, est imposée par celui des
trois éléments, parmi l'alternateur 3, la premiére batterie 4 et la
deuxi¢me batterie 7 éventuellement associée a un transformateur
CC/CC, qui présente entre ses deux bornes la tension la plus élevée.

Par « bornes » de chacun des éléments, on entend les deux
points de connexion de cet élément au réseau 2.

Dans le cas ou le systeme inclut un transformateur CC/CC 8,
connecté comme décrit sur la figure 1, on entend par tension aux
bornes de l'ensemble [seconde batterie 7, transformateur CC/CC 8],
la tension entre les deux points de connexion de cet ensemble, au
réseau 2.

Quand l'alternateur 3 ne lourne pas, par exemple au moment
duo démarrage du véhicule, et que la seconde batterie 7 est
déconnectée au moyen de linterrupteur 11, c'est la premiere
batterie 4 qui impose la tension sur le réseau 2.

Quand le véhicule roule et que l'alternateur 3 fonctionne, on
choisit de piloter la consigne de tension de l'alternateur 3 au dessus
de la tension maximale a vide de la premiére batterie 4. De cette
maniere, ce n'est pas la premicre batterie 4 qui fournit l'énergie
¢lectrique du circuit 2. Selon que la tension de l'alternateur 3 est
plus élevée ou plus basse que la tension de la seconde batterie 7, ce
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sera alors soit l'alternateur 3, soit la seconde batterie 7, soit les
deux simultanément, qui fourniront 1'énergie électrique du réseau 2.

Dans le cadre de l'invention, on choisit une seconde
batterie 7 dont la tension maximale a vide est suffisamment
supérieure a la tension maximale a vide de la premiére batterie 4, de
maniére a pouvoir imposer alternativement deux modes de
fonctionnement. Dans le premier mode de fonctionnement, la
tension d'alternateur est {ixée a une valeur basse « Vall_basse », qui
est supérieure a la tension a vide maximale de la premiére batterie
« VOmax_battl », elle-méme inférieure a la (ension maximale
tolérée par le réseau « Vmax réseau ». La tension d'alternateur
« Valt_basse » est inférieure a la tension maximale a vide de la
seconde batterie 7 « VOmax_batt2 ». Dans un second mode de
fonctionnement, la tension d'alternateur est égale a une valeur haute
de tension d'alternateur « Valt haute », qui est supérieure a la
tension basse d'alternateur, tout en restant inférieure a la tension
maximale tolérée par le réseau.

De cette maniére, quand l'alternateur 3 est régulé pour
délivrer la tension basse d'alternateur, et que la seconde batterie 7
est suffisamment chargée pour que sa tension soit supérieure a la
tension basse d'alternateur, c'est la seconde batterie 7 qui fournit
I'énergie  électrique au réseau 2. Quand, dans ce mode de
fonctionnement, la tension de fonctionnement de la seconde batterie
7 descend au niveau de la tension basse d'alternateur, une partie de
I'énergie électrique du réseau 2 est fournie par la seconde batterie 7,
et une partie de 1'énergie électrique est fournie par l'alternateur 3.

Quand T'unité de gestion électronique 10 impose le second
mode de fonctionnement, ol c'est la tension haute d'alternateur qui
est imposée, si la tension a vide de la seconde batterie est inférieure
a la tension haute d'alternateur, c'est alors l'alternateur qui fournit
I'énergie électrique au réseau et qui fournit simultanément une
énergie permettant la recharge de la seconde batterie 7.

Si aucun autre moyen que l'alternateur 3 n'est prévu pour
recharger la seconde batterie 7, la seconde batterie 7 pourra donc se
recharger pendant les phases ou c'est la tension haute d'alternateur
qui est imposée, et pourra fournir de 1'énergie au réseau tant que sa
lension reslera supérieure a la tension basse d'alternateur, pendant
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les phases ol l'unité de gestion électronique 10 impose la tension
basse d'alternateur.

On impose de préférence une tension basse d'alternateur tout
juste supérieure a la tension maximale a vide de la premiére
batterie, de maniére a ce que, pendant les phases ol la tension basse
d'alternateur est imposée, l'alternateur préleéve le moins possible
d'énergic mécanique sur l'arbre moteur entrainé par le moteur
thermique. L'alternateur ne crée ainsi qu'une surconsommation
limitée de carburant, tout en assurant que la premiére batteric reste
constamment chargée a son niveau maximal.

Dans le premier mode de fonctionnement, tant que la seconde
batterie 7 est suffisamment chargée (c'est-a-dire tant que sa tension
est supérieure a la tension basse d'alternateur), c'est la seconde
batterie 7 qui fournit 1'énergie électrique au réseau 2.

Les phases ou l'on impose la tension haute d'alternateur en
vue de recharger la seconde batterie 7, sont de préférence les phases
de roulage a faible colit en carburant, par exemple les phases de
décélération récupérative, c'est-a-dire si le véhicule est dans un
mode de décélération permettant d'utiliser le frein moteur, et
d'utiliser une partie de l'énergie mécanique de l'arbre moteur pour
faire tourner l'alternateur. Il suffit par exemple pour cela que la
consigne a la pédale du véhicule corresponde a une phase de
décélération moteur.

Une partie de 1'énergie cinétique de freinage du véhicule sert
alors a recharger la seconde batterie 7. Cette énergie récupérée
pendant les phases de freinage permet ensuite d'économiser du
carburant, en limitant la tension d'alternateur imposée pendant les
phases de roulage correspondant au premier mode de
fonctionnement.

La figure 2 illustre un exemple de positionnement relatif des
différentes valeurs de tensions mentionnées précédemment dans la
description du systéme d'alimentation électrique 1. Les différents
niveaux représentés sur la figure 2 illustrent la tension minimale a
vide de la premiére batterie 4 soit VOmini_battl , la tension
maximale a vide de la premiére batterie 4 soit VOmax battl , la
tension minimale a vide VOmini_batt2 de la seconde batterie 7, la
tension maximale a vide VOmax_batt2 de la seconde batterie, la
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tension basse d'alternateur  Valt basse, 1la tension haute
d'alternateur Valt haute et la tension maximale Vmax réseau que le
réseau 2 est capable de supporter sans étre endommagé.

De manicre typique, si l'on fonctionne avec une batterie au
plomb comme premiére batterie 4, et avec, comme seconde batterie,
une batterie de type lithium-ion issue de la récupération de batteries
lithium-ion ayant servi a propulser des véhicules électriques ou
hybrides, la tension minimale a vide VOmini battl de la premicre
battcric au plomb cst de lordrc de 12 volts, et corrcspond
sensiblement a4 la tension minimale a vide VOmini_batt2 de la
seconde batterie au lithium, ou est un peu inférieure.

La tension maximale a vide VOmax battl de la premiére
batteriec au plomb est de l'ordre de 12,8 volts, et la tension basse
d'alternateur Valt _basse que l'on 1mpose pour étre juste au dessus
de cette tension maximale a vide est de l'ordre de 13,2 volts.

La tension maximale a vide VOmax_batt2 de la seconde
batterie au lithium peut étre de l'ordre de 16,8 volts, et la tension
haute d'altcrnatcur Valt hautc de l'ordre de 15 volts afin de rester
en dessous de la valeur maximale acceptée par le réseau
Vmax réseau, qui elle, est de l'ordre de 16 volts.

Il est envisageable d'utiliser d'autres types de batterie pour
la premiére et pour la seconde batterie, et la tension maximale de la
seconde batterie n'est pas obligatoirement supérieure a la tension
maximale du réseau. La tension basse d'alternateur doit de
préférence étre supéricure a la tension maximale a vide de la
premicre batterie. On pourrait éventuellement envisager un mode de
réalisation ou la tension bassc d'altcrnatcur scrait trés 1égérement
inférieure 4 la tension maximale a vide de la premicre batterie, mais
on imposerait alors inutilement des cycles de charge et de décharge
a la premicre batterie en réduisant la durée de vie de celle-ci.

La tension maximale de la seconde batteric devra Etre
obligatoirement supérieure a la tension maximale a vide de la
premiére batterie, de mani¢re a pouvoir définir une valeur de
tension basse d'alternateur entre ces deux valeurs de tension
maximale a vide des deux batteries.

La tcnsion hautc d'alternatcur pcut Ctre  ¢gale, voire
supérieure a la tension maximale a vide de la seconde batterie, par

NOCO Exhibit 2005
ADC v. NOCO
IPR2024-00671
Page 1456



10

15

20

25

30

35

WO 2012/160292 PCT/FR2012/051081

11

exemple si la tension maximale de la seconde batterie est inférieure
a la tension maximale tolérée par le réseau.

La tension minimale a vide de la seconde batterie doit Etre
inférieure a la tension haute d'alternateur afin de permettre une
charge au moins partielle de la seconde batterie 7 pendant les phases
de fonctionnement avec la tension haute d'alternateur.

LLa seconde batterie 7 peut €tre rechargée, outre pendant les
phases ou l'alternaleur (ourne a sa valeur de tension élevée, par des
moycns de production électriques supplémentaires tels que les
panneaux solaires 9. Dans le cas ol la tension maximale a vide de la
seconde batterie est inférieure a la tension maximale tolérée par le
réseau, ou dans le cas ou le systtme comprend un transformateur
CC/CC apte a abaisser la tension délivrée par la seconde batterie a
une tension inférieure a la tension maximale tolérée par le réseau,
on peut également envisager de recharger la seconde batterie 7 sur
un réseau extérieur au véhicule, par exemple sur une aire de
stationnement.

La tension maximale a vide de la seconde batterie 7, c'est-a-
dire VOmax_ball2, peut élre inférieure ou supérieure a la (ension
maximale acceptée par lc réseau 2. Si la tension maximale a vide de
la seconde batterie est supérieure a la tension maximale acceptée par
le réseau Vmax_réseau, selon une premiere variante de réalisation,
on exploite la seconde batterie 7 sur une partie seulement de son
domaine de fonctionnement c'est-a-dire par exemple entre la tension
basse d'alternateur et la tension haute d'alternateur.

Selon une seconde variante de fonctionnement, on peut
exploiter la seconde batterie 7 sur un domaine plus large, par
exemple entre la tension basse d'alternateur et la tension maximale
a vide acceptée par la seconde batterie 7, si par exemple lc systeme
est muni d'un transformateur CC/CC 8, apte a abaisser la tension
délivrée par la seconde batterie 7 de maniere a l'amener a une
valeur inférieure ou égale a la tension maximale tolérée par le
réseau.

Dans ce cas, on peut par exemple envisager de charge la
seconde batterie 7 a sa tension maximale a vide a partir d'un réseau
extérieur au véhicule, quand le véhicule est a l'arrét. On utilise
ensuite cette réserve d'énergie pendant le roulage du véhicule en la
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complétant par une recharge partielle de la batterie a une tension
haute d'alternateur quand le véhicule est en décélération
récupérative.

Si le transformateur CC/CC est bidirectionnel, on peut méme
envisager de charger la seconde batteric a sa tension maximale a
vide en ¢levant la tension aux bornes de la seconde batterie 7 par
rapport a la tension haute d'alternateur pendant les phases de
décélération récupérative.

Par sécurité, afin d'¢viter une décharge méme particllc de la
premiére Dbatterie 4, la tension basse d'alternateur est choisie
légérement supériecure a la tension maximale a vide de la premicre
batterie 4.

La tension minimale a vide de la seconde batterie 7 est de
préférence 1nférieure a la tension basse d'alternateur de maniére a
ce que, lorsque le véhicule est dans un mode de roulage ou la
tension basse d'alternateur est imposée par l'unité de gestion
¢lectronique 10, I'énergie  fournie par l'alternateur  vienne
automatiqucment compléter 1'énergic fournic par la scconde batteric
7 lorsque la tension de celle-ci vient a baisser. On évite ainsi que la
tension de la seconde batterie 7 puisse descendre a la tension
minimale tolérée VOmini_batt2.

On pourrait envisager des variantes de réalisation ou la
tension minimale a vide de la seconde batterie serait supérieure a la
tension basse d'alternateur, mais il faut pour une telle variante que
I'unité de gestion Electronique 10 i1mpose une tension haute
d'alternateur avant que la tension de la seconde batterie 7 ne
descende en dessous de sa valeur minimale. Il faut, dans tous les
cas, que la tension minimale a vide de la seconde batterie 7 soit
inférieure a la tension haute d'alternateur.

La tension basse d'alternateur est de préférence inférieure a
la tension maximale a vide de la seconde batterie 7. Elle est aussi
proche que possible, par valeur supérieure, de la tension maximale a
vide de la premicre batterie, tout en gardant une marge d'écart afin
d'étre slr que l'alternateur régulé en tension basse d'alternateur
reste au dessus de cette valeur minimale VOmax_battl .

Il est avantageux d'utiliser une seconde batterie 7 dont la
tension maximale a vide VOmax_batt2 est suplrieure a la tension
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maximale Vmax réseau du réseau 2, ce qui permet, pour choisir les
valeurs de la tension basse d'alternateur et de la tension haute
d'alternateur, de disposer de tout l'intervalle de tension compris
entre la tension maximale a vide de la premicre Dbatterie
VOmax_battl et la tension maximale acceptée par le réseau
Vmax_réseau.

On se trouve en particulier dans cette configuration lorsque
l'on a un réseau 2 du véhicule dont la tension maximale acceptable
cst de l'ordrc de 15 a 16 volts, et que l'on utilisc comme premicre
batterie 4 une batterie au plomb, dont la tension maximale a vide est
d'environ 12,8 volts, et une batterie lithium-ion pour la seconde
batterie 7, par exemple une batterie lithium-ion reconditionnée suite
a une utilisation pour la propulsion de véhicule électrique. Une telle
batterie reconditionnée présente par exemple une tension maximale
a vide de l'ordre de 16,8 volts et une tension minimale a vide
acceptable voisine de 12 volts.

Outre le basculement a une tension d'alternateur haute
pendant les phases de décélération du véhicule, des stratégics
complémentaires implémentées dans l'unité de gestion électronique
10 peuvent étre définies, afin d'éviter une décharge excessive de la
seconde batterie 7 dans les cas de figure ou les phases de
décélération récupérative ne sont pas suffisamment fréquentes et/ou
suffisamment prolongées.

On peut alors choisir d'imposer une tension d'alternateur
intermédiaire entre la tension basse d'alternateur et la tension haute
d'alternateur, c'est-a-dire strictement supéricure a la tension basse
d'altcrnatcur et inféricurcs ou ¢égalecs a la tension haute
d'alternateur. Une ou plusieurs tensions intermédiaires peuvent
ainsi &tre imposées pendant certaines phases de roulage qui peuvent
laisser supposer que les prochaines décélérations sont éEloignées
dans le temps. Ces phases de roulage peuvent comprendre des modes
de roulage de type autoroutier. Une ou plusieurs tensions
intermédiaires peuvent également &tre imposées pour des modes de
roulage préprogrammés dans l'unité de gestion électronique parce
que le point de fonctionnement du moteur, pour ces modes de
roulage, correspond a une consommation en carburant moins élevée
que pour d'autres modes de roulage.
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Le basculement vers une tension intermédiaire d'alternateur
peut également &tre conditionné par la détection simultanée d'un
mode de roulage donné, et d'un état de charge inférieur ou égal a un
¢tat de charge seuil de la seconde batterie 7.

La figure 3 illustre un algorithme 1 qui peut €étre implanté
dans 'unité de gestion électronique 10 d'un systéme d'alimentation
en énergie selon l'invention. A un instant nitial 21, correspondant
par exemple a la mise en service du véhicule ou a sa remise en
service aprés un changement de batteries, l'unité de gestion
¢lectronique 10 teste, a une élape 22, si le véhicule est en mode
parking.

Si c'est le cas, 'unité de gestion électronique 10 déconnecte,
si ce n'est déja fait, la seconde batterie 7 du réseau 2 a l'aide de
I'interrupteur 11, a une étape 23.

Elle teste ensuite a une étape 24, si la tension aux bornes de
la seconde batterie 7 est descendue en dessous d'une tension Vmin
qui peut, par exemple, &étre égale a la tension minimale a vide
VOmini_batt2 de la seconde batterie, ou étre une valeur légerement
supérieure a cette tension minimale a vide.

Si la tension mesurée est inférieure a la tension seuil Vmin,
I'unité de gestion électronique 10 affiche un message d'alerte
avertissant le conducteur qu'il doit changer la seconde batterie 7. a
une étape 25. Si la tension est supéricure a la tension seuil Vmin,
I'unité de gestion électronique retourne a l'étape 22.

Quand le test 22 indique que le véhicule n'est plus en
configuration de parking, l'unité de gestion électronique 10 teste a
une étape 26 la santé de la seconde batterie 7. Ce test de santé peut
par exemple consister a vérifier si le nombre de cycles de charges et
de décharges déja subies par la seconde batterie 7 est inférieur a un
nombre seuil Nmax de charges et de décharges, si les différentes
cellules de la batterie sont suffisamment équilibrées, et si la tension
aux bornes de la batterie est supérieure ou égale a la tension seuil
Vmin.

Si la réponse est négative, l'unité de gestion électronique 10
affiche le message d'alerte correspondant a 1'étape 25. Si le résultat
du test 26 est positif, I'unité de gestion électronique effectue un test
27 pour savoir si le moteur thermique du véhicule est actif. Si ce
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n'est pas le cas, l'unité de gestion électronique 10 met en place une
stratégie 28 permettant d'alimenter le réseau 2 soit a partir de la
premicére batterie, soit a partir de la seconde batterie, soit a partir
des deux batteries conjointement, puis retourne a l'étape 22.

Lorsque le test 27 indique que le moteur thermique du
véhicule est actif, 1'unité de gestion électronique teste a une étape
29 si le véhicule est dans un mode de décélération récupérative,
cest-a-dire  si le véhicule est dans un mode de décélération
permettant d'utiliser le frein moteur, cn puisant une partie de
I'énergic  mécanique de l'arbre moteur pour faire (ourner
l'alternateur. 11 suffit par exemple pour cela que la consigne a la
pédale du véhicule corresponde a une phase de décélération moteur.

Si le véhicule est en mode de décélération récupérative,
l'unité de gestion électronique 10 impose a l'alternateur une tension
haute d'alternateur, par exemple 15 volts, a une é&tape 31, et
continue a boucler sur le test 29 puis sur le pilotage a la tension
haute d'alternateur 31, tant que le véhicule est en décélération.

Si le véhicule n'est pas en décélération récupérative a la
sortie de I'élape de test 29, l'unité de gestion électronique 10
impose a lalternateur 3 de fonctionner a la tension basse
d'alternateur, par exemple a 13 volts, a une étape 30.

Suite a 1'étape 30, 1'unité de gestion électronique 10 teste si
le véhicule et la seconde batterie 7 sont dans une configuration « de
charge forcée ». Une telle configuration de charge forcée peut par
exemple correspondre au cas ol la tension aux bornes de la seconde
batterie 7 descend en dessous d'une valeur seuil Vi et ou
simultanément un compteur de temps Ai, qui comptabilise le temps
écoulé depuis la derniere décélération, passe au dessus dun seuil
AT,

Dans ce cas de figure, on peut considérer que la tension de la
seconde batterie commence a devenir insuffisante, et que le mode de
roulage détecté n'est pas un mode de roulage ponctué de
décélérations suffisamment fréquentes.

Si ce test 32 révele que l'on se trouve dans la configuration
de marche forcée, I'unité de gestion électronique 10 impose, a une
¢tape 33, unc régulation de l'alternateur 3 a unc tension Valt Mid
par exemple égale a 14,5 volts, et continue a imposer ce mode de
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charge forcée tant que le niveau de recharge de la batterie testé a
une étape 34 n'a pas atteint un niveau satisfaisant minimal SOC_j,.

Ce niveau de charge minimal peut par exemple étre détecté
par une baisse du courant de recharge entrant dans la seconde
batterie 7.

Quand le test de 1'étape 34 indique que le niveau de recharge
de la seconde batterie est suffisant, 1'unité de gestion électronique
10 teste a une étape 35 la santé de la seconde batterie 7, par
exemple en vérifiant que la température de la batteric ne dépasse

pas une température T maximale, en vérifiant que le niveau

max
d'équilibrage entre les différentes cellules est suffisant, ou a défaut
que ce niveau permet encore de rééquilibrer les différentes cellules,
et en vérifiant que la tension V aux bornes de la seconde batterie est
supérieure a la tension seuil V i,.

Si le niveau de santé détecté a l'étape 35 est insuffisant,
l'unité de gestion électronique 10 affiche le message d'alerte
correspondant a l'étape 25. Dans le cas contraire, l'unité de gestion
¢lectronique 10 teste a unc étape 36 si les différentes cellules de la
seconde batterie 7 sont suffisamment équilibrées. Si c'est le cas,
l'unité de gestion électronique revient a ['étape de test 22
permettant de vérifier si le véhicule, entre temps, se trouve en mode
parking.

Dans le cas contraire, l'unité de gestion électronique
déclenche un équilibrage des cellules a une étape 37 et retourne
€galement a 1'étape 22.

L'objet de l'invention ne se limite pas aux exemples de
réalisation décrits et peut faire l'objet de nombreuses variantes,
aussi bien en ce qui concerne l'agencement des différents éléments
du systetme 1, les algorithmes de fonctionnement implantés dans
l'unité de gestion électronique 10 et/ou le choix des types de
batteries ou autres types d'accumulateurs.

La tension basse et la tension haute imposées aux bornes de
la seconde batterie 7, peuvent €tre obtenues soit en régulant la
tension délivrée par l'alternateur a deux niveaux différents, soit en
¢levant la tension aux bornes de la seconde batterie a l'aide d'un
transformateur CC/CC. La tension haute peut également ¢Etre
obtenue en élevant a la fois la tension de consigne aux bornes de

NOCO Exhibit 2005
ADC v. NOCO
IPR2024-00671
Page 1462



10

15

20

25

30

35

WO 2012/160292 PCT/FR2012/051081

17

l'alternateur et en transformant cette tension, a l'aide du
transformateur CC/CC, en une tension encore plus élevée aux bornes
de la seconde batterie.

L'algorithme de fonctionnement, dont un exemple est donné
en figure 3, admet de trés nombreuses variantes, notamment en ce
qui concerne la succession des différents tests pour déterminer
quelle tension d'alternateur doit €tre imposée a un instant donné, ou
dans la définition d'un ou de plusieurs modes de charge forcée. Ces
modcs de charge forcée peuvent &Etre définis avec différentes
tensions d'alternateur Valt Mid selon les modes. On peut par
exemple définir différents modes de charge forcée suivant
différentes conditions de niveau de charge de la seconde batterie et
différentes conditions de type de roulage et/ou de point de
fonctionnement du moteur détecté.

Les accumulateurs électriques désignés sous le terme de
premiere et seconde Dbatterie peuvent é&tre des batteries
d'accumulation de type électrochimique, par exemple une premiere
batterie au plomb et une seconde batterie de type lithium-ion. On
peut également envisager d'utiliser pour la seconde batterie d'autres
types de batteries lithium que les batteries lithium-ion, d'autres
batteries de type électrochimique ou encore un ou plusieurs
supercondensateurs.

L'invention peut étre utilisée pour un systeme d'alimentation
d'un véhicule a propulsion par un moteur thermique. Elle peut
€galement étre utilisée pour un systeme d'alimentation électrique
d'un véhicule a propulsion hybride thermique électrique. Dans ce
dernier cas, on peut par exemple utiliser une batteriec au lithium
comme premiere batterie servant a la f{ois pour le démarrage du
véhicule et pour la propulsion occasionnelle du véhicule, et une
seconde batterie de type supercapacité pour accumuler de 1'énergie
pendant les phases de décélération. Il faut donc comprendre dans
cette demande le terme « batterie d'accumulation électrique » au
sens large puisqu'il englobe des systemes de stockage de type
supercapacité.

Le systtme selon l'invention permet de réduire la
consommation globale en carburant du véhicule, de prolonger la
durée de vie de la premiere batterie, et, dans le cas ou on utilise
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comme seconde batterie une batterie au lithium reconditionnée, de
réduire le colit et I'empreinte écologique du systéme.

Il est a noter que le concept d'utilisation de deux batteries
pour des usages différents peut étre élargi a plus de deux batteries.
En effet il est enviseageable d'utiliser également une troisieme
batterie connectée au réseau de bord par lintermédiaire d'un
convertisseur CC/CC et dun commutateur, ce commutateur étant
fermé en mode « parking » c'est-a-dire moteur arrété, pour fournir
I'énergie électrique nécessaire aux consommateurs du réseau de
bord. Avantageusement cette troisieme batterie est constituée de
modules récupérés d'une batterie de traction de véehicule électrique,
bénéficie des meilleurs points de rendement du moteur et de
I'alternateur pour étre rechargée (par exemple en décélération, de la
méme manicre que la deuxiéme batterie au lithium), et bénéficie
d'un systéme de recharge complémentaire tel qu'un panneau solaire.

De méme la premiere batterie plomb utilis€ée pour le
démarrage du véhicule, peut &tre connectée au réseau de bord par
l'intermédiaire d'un commutateur, permettant de spécialiser encore
plus son utilisation : ce commutateur est par exemple fermé
seulement au démarrage, et sur les meilleurs points de rendement du
moteur et de l'alternateur lorsque son état de charge est en dessous
d'un certain seuil.

Il est a noter que l'utilisation d'un commutateur entre d'une
part une premiere batterie et le réseau de bord et d'autre part une
deuxieéme batterie et le réseau de bord permet d'utiliser pour ces
deux batteries des batteries plomb identiques connectées en
parallele de l'alternateur sans CC/CC itermédiaire tout en leur
attribuant un rdle spécifique (démarrage pour l'une, consommation
du réseau de bord pour lautre) et en les faisant recharger aux
meilleurs points de rendement du moteur et de l'alternateur.
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REVENDICATIONS

1. Systéme (1) d'alimentation en énergie électrique d'un
véhicule, comprenant :

-un réseau (2) a courant continu, d'au moins un organe (6)
consommateur ¢électrique, apte a &tre alimenté dans une gamme de
tensions 1nférieure ou égale a une tension maximale de réseau
(Vmax_résean),

-une premicre  batteric  (4) d'accumulation  Electrique
connectée au réseau (2), et présentant une premicre tension
maximale a vide (VOmax_Battl) inférieure a la tension maximale de
réseau (Vmax_réseaun),

-une seconde batterie (7) d'accumulation  électrique
connectée au réseau (2), présentant une seconde tension maximale a
vide (VOmax_Batt2), supérieure a la tension maximale a vide de la
premiére batterie (VOmax_Battl), et une tension minimale a vide
acceptable (VOmini_Batt2) inféricure a la tension maximale de
réscau (Vmax_réscan),

-un alternateur (3) pilotable connecté au réseau (2), et apte a
délivrer a la seconde batterie (7) une énergie électrique sous une
tension de consigne pilotable a différentes valeurs de consigne
(Valt_basse, Valt_haute),

caractérisé en ce que le systétme comprend en outre une unité
de gestion électronique (10), configurée pour imposer a
'alternateur (3) lors du roulage du véhicule, successivement au
moins deux tensions de consigne différentes, a savoir une tension
basse d'alternateur (Valt_basse) qui est strictement supérieure a la
premicre tension maximale a vide de la premicre Dbatterie
(VOmax_Battl), et une tension haute d'alternateur (Valt haute) qui
est strictement supérieure a la fois a la tension minimale a vide de
la seconde batterie (VOmini_Batt2), et a la tension basse
d'alternateur (Valt_basse).

2. Systeme selon la revendication 1, comportant en outre un
transformateur de tension (8) de type CC/CC apte a abaisser la
tension délivrée par la seconde batterie (7) au réseau, et dans lequel
la seconde tension maximale a vide (VOmax_Batt2) de la seconde
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batterie (7) est supérieure a la tension maximale de réseau
(Vmax_réseau).

3. Systtme selon la revendication 2, dans lequel le
transformateur de tension (8) est bidirectionnel, et est apte a
alimenter la seconde batterie (7) a une tension supérieure a la
tension maximale du réseau (Vmax réseau) quand l'alternateur (3)
débite un courant sous la tension haute d'alternateur (Valt haute).

4. Systéme selon l'une des revendications précédentes, dans
lequel la premiére batteric (4) est unc batterie au plomb, et la
seconde batlerie (7) est une batterie au lithium.

5. Systeme selon l'une des revendications précédentes, dans
lequel 1'unité de gestion électronique (10) est configurée pour ouvrir
un interrupteur (11) de la seconde batterie (7) quand le moteur du
véhicule est arrété et, si la tension de la premicre batterie (4) passe
sous un premier seuil et simultanément la tension de la seconde
batterie est au dessus d'un second seuil, pour refermer cet
interrupteur (11) pendant une période prédéterminée  avant
d'effectuer le prochain démarrage du véhicule.

6. Procédé de gestion d'un véhicule automobile équipé d'une
premiére batterie (4) et d'une seconde batterie (7) d'alimentation en
énergie électrique, les deux batteries présentant des tensions
maximales a vides (VOmax_Battl2, VOmax_Batt2) différentes et
étant connectées a un méme alternateur (3) et 3 un méme réseau
électrique a courant continu du véhicule (2), caractéris€ en ce que
I'on impose une tension basse d'alternateur (Valt basse) pendant des
premieres phases de roulage du véhicule, et I'on impose une tension
haute d'alternateur (Valt_haute) plus élevée que la tension basse
d'alternateur pendant des secondes phases de roulage du véhicule
telles que des phases de freinage récupératif, moins consommatrices
en carburant que les premiéres phases.

7. Procédé selon la revendication 6, dans lequel on impose la
tension haute d'alternateur (Valt haute) quand le véhicule est en
phase de décélération récupérative, et on impose la tension basse
d'alternateur (Valt _basse) quand le véhicule est dans une phase
d'accélération du moteur.

8. Procédé selon les revendications 6 a 7, dans lequel on
impose une tension intermédiaire d'alternateur (Valt Mid),
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strictement supérieure a la tension basse d'alternateur (Valt basse)
et inférieure ou égale a la tension haute d'alternateur (Valt_ haute),
quand un niveau de charge de la seconde batterie (7) devient
inférieur a une charge seuil, et/ou quand un certain mode de roulage
du véhicule autre que la décélération, est détecté, et/ou si le courant
délivré par la seconde batterie (7) au réseau dépasse un certain
seuil.
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electrical energy under a setpoint voltage drivable to various
setpoint values (Valt low, Valt_high). The System further-
more comprises an electronic management facility, configu-
red to impose at least two différent setpoint voltages succes-
sively on the alternator when the vehicle is running, namely
a low alternator voltage (Valt_low) which is strictly greater
than the first maximum voltage when unloaded of the first
battery (VOmax_Battl), and a high alternator voltage
(Valt_high) which is strictly greater both than the minimum
voltage  when  unloaded  of thc  sccond  battery
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Un systéme d'alimentation en énergie électrique d'un véhicule, comprend: -un réseau d'organes consommateurs électriques, apte a
étre alimenté dans une gamme de tensions inférieure ou €gale a une tension maximale de réseau (Vmax_réseau), -une premiere
batterie d'accumulation électrique connectée au réseau, el présentant une premiere tension maximale a vide (VOmax_Battl) infé-
rieure a la tension maximale de réseau (Vmax_réseau), -une seconde batterie d'accumulation électrique connectée au réseau, pré-
sentant une seconde tension maximale a vide (VOmax_Batt2), supérieure a la tension maximale a vide de la premiére batterie (VO -
max_Battl), et une tension minimale & vide acceptable (VOmini_Batt2) inférieure a la tension maximale de réseau (Vmax_réseau),
-un alternateur pilotable connecté au réseau, et apte a délivrer a la seconde batterie une énergie électrique sous une tension de
consigne pilotable a différentes valeurs de consigne (Valt_basse, Valt_haute). Le systéme comprend en outre une unité de gestion
électronique, configurée pour imposerd l'alternateur lors du roulage du véhicule, successivement au moins deux tensions de
consigne différentes, 4 savoir une tension basse d'alternateur (Valt_basse) qui est strictement supérieure a la premiére tension
maximale a vide de la premiére batterie (VOmax_Battl), et une tension haute d'alternateur (Valt_haute) qui est strictement supé -

ricure a la fois 4 la tension minimale 4 vide de la scconde batteric (VOmini_Batt2), ct 4 la tension basse d'alternateur (Valt_bassc). NOCO Exhibit 2005
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1

PROCEDE DE RECHARGEMENT D'UN COUPLE DE
BATTERIES DE VEHICULE DE TENSIONS NOMINALES
DIFFERENTES, ET SYSTEME ASSOCIE

L'invention se rapporte aux systémes d'alimentation
¢lectrique de véhicules automobiles a propulsion par un moteur
thermique ou a propulsion hybride thermique-électrique, et
notamment aux systemes d'alimentation électrique comprenant
plusieurs batteries de types différents.

On peut en effet souhaiter utiliser différents types de
batteries en parallele afin de tirer parti par exemple de la bonne
capacité d'une batterie au plomb a fournir de l'énergie pour un
démarrage a froid, et de la forte énergie spécifique ainsi que de la
plus grande endurance en terme de cycles de charge et de décharge
d'une batterie de type lithium-ion.

LLa demande de brevet US 2011 00 1352 décrit ainsi un
systeme ol les deux types de batteries sont présentes, les tensions a
vide et les résistances internes des deux batteries étant choisies de
manieére a ce que, pour une tension d'alternateur constante, ce soit
de maniere préférentielle la batterie au lithium qui se décharge puis
se recharge, la batterie au plomb subissant ainsi un moindre nombre
de cycles de charge et de décharge.

L'utilisation de la batterie au plomb est alors réservée de
maniere préférentielle aux phases de démarrage du véhicule.

Pour permettre d'obtenir une telle configuration, la tension
maximale a vide de la batterie au lithium doit rester relativement
proche de la tension maximale a vide de la batterie au plomb. La
capacité énergétique maximale de la batterie au lithium s'en trouve
donc limitée.

Un tel systeme permet d'augmenter la durée de vie de la
batterie au plomb, mais oblige a limiter les performances des
batteries au lithium utilisées. En outre, la tension constante de
l'alternateur doit €tre choisie suffisamment élevée pour permettre de
recharger simultanément la batterie au plomb et la batterie au
lithium, ce qui induit une surconsommation de carburant par rapport
a un systeme muni uniquement d'une batterie au plomb.
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L'invention a pour but de proposer un systéme
d'alimentation é€lectrique d'un véhicule comprenant deux batteries,
ce systéme permettant non seulement d'augmenter la durée de vie de
la batterie au plomb, mais également de réduire la consommation
moyenne en carburant du véhicule.

A cet effet, un systéme d'alimentation en énergie électrique
d'un véhicule, comprend :

-un réseau a courant continu, d'au moins un organe
consommateur électrique, aptc a étre alimenté dans unc gamme de
lensions inférieure ou é€gale a une lension maximale de réseau,

-une premiere batterie d'accumulation électrique connectée
au réseau, et présentant une premiére tension maximale a vide
inférieure a la tension maximale de réseau,

-une seconde batterie d'accumulation électrique connectée au
réseau, présentant une seconde tension maximale a vide, supérieure
a la tension maximale a vide de la premicre batterie, et une tension
minimale a vide acceptable inférieure a la tension maximale de
réseau,

-un alternateur pilotable connecté au réseau, et apte a
délivrer a la seconde batterie une énergie électrique sous une
tension de consigne pilotable a différentes valeurs de consigne.

Le systtme comprend en outre une unité de gestion
électronique, configurée pour imposer a l'alternateur lors du roulage
du véhicule, successivement au moins deux tensions de consigne
différentes, a savoir une tension basse d'alternateur qui est
strictement supérieure a la premicre tension maximale a vide de la
premicre Dbatterie, et une tension haute d'alternateur qui est
strictement supérieure a la fois a la tension minimale a vide de la
seconde batterie, et a la tension basse d'alternateur. Selon certaines
variantes de réalisation, ['alternateur peut é&tre un systeme
d'alternateur comprenant un alternateur associé a un transformateur
CC/CC  (courant  continu/courant  continu, encore  appelé
« DC/DC converter» en anglais). L'alternateur peut alors E&tre
pilotable lui-méme en tension. Selon un autre mode de réalisation,
la tension de consigne peut étre pilotable en modifiant uniquement
la consigne du transformateur CC/CC, l'alternateur n'étant pas
pilotable en tension. Selon encore un autre mode de réalisation, la
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tension de consigne peut €tre pilotable en modifiant a la fois la
tension délivrée par lalternateur et la consigne du transformateur
CC/CC.

Selon un mode de réalisation amélioré, le systeme comporte
en outre un transformateur de tension de type CC/CC apte a abaisser
la tension délivrée par la seconde batterie au réseau. La seconde
tension de fonctionnement a charge compléte de la seconde batterie
peut alors étre supérieure a la tension maximale de réseau.

Avantageusement le transformateur de tension  est
bidirectionnel, et est apte a alimenter la seconde batlerie a une
tension supérieure a la tension maximale du réseau quand
l'alternateur débite un courant sous la tension haute d'alternateur.

La premiere batterie peut étre une batterie au plomb, et la
seconde batterie peut étre une batterie au lithium, en particulier une
batterie de type lithium-ion. La seconde batterie peut également Etre
une batterie au plomb (classique ou au plomb renforcé ou encore
VRLA d'aprés l'anglais « Valve Regulated Lead Acide Battery ») de
caractéristiques différentes de la premiére batterie.

L'unité de gestion électronique peut étre configurée pour
ouvrir un interrupteur de la seconde batterie quand le véhicule est
dans un mode parking, c'est-a-dire moteur arrété, et peut éEtre
configurée, si la tension de la premicre batterie passe sous un
premier seuil et simultanément la tension de la seconde batterie est
au dessus d'un second seuil, pour refermer cet interrupteur pendant
une période prédéterminée avant d'effectuer le démarrage suivant du
véhicule. Cette période prédéterminée permet de recharger
partiellement la premicre batterie.

Selon un autre aspect, dans un procédé de gestion dun
véhicule automobile équipé d'une premicre batterie et d'une seconde
batterie d'alimentation en énergie électrique, les deux batteries
présentant des tensions maximales a vides différentes et étant
connectées a un méme alternateur et a un méme réseau électrique a
courant continu du véhicule, on impose une tension basse
d'alternateur pendant des premiéres phases de roulage du véhicule,
et I'on impose une tension haute d'alternateur plus élevée que la
tension basse d'alternateur pendant des secondes phases de roulage
du véhicule telles que des phases de freinage récupératif, moins
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consommatrices en carburant que les premicres phases. Les
premieres phases de roulage correspondent a des phases de roulage
hors décélération. Avantageusement, ce procédé peut étre appliqué a
un véhicule automobile ou la premiere batterie, la seconde batterie
et l'alternateur sont branchés en parallele.

De maniere préférenticlle, on impose la tension haute
d'alternateur quand le véhicule est en phase de décélération
récupérative, et on impose la tension basse d'alternateur quand le
véhicule est dans une phase d'accélération du moteur.

On peut imposer une tension intermédiaire d'alternateur,
strictement supérieure a la tension basse d'alternateur et inférieure
ou égale a la tension haute d'alternateur, quand un niveau de charge
de la seconde batterie devient inférieur a une charge seuil, et/ou
quand un certain mode de roulage du véhicule autre que la
décélération, est détecté, et/ou si le courant délivré par la seconde
batterie au réseau dépasse un certain seuil. Le niveau de la tension
intermédiaire d'alternateur peut étre différent dans les différents cas
cités.

On peut par exemple alimenter la seconde batterie a l'aide
d'un transformateur CC/CC en amenant la tension aux bornes de la
batterie a une valeur comprise entre 15V et 17V pendant les phases
de décélération récupérative du véhicule.

Le systtme peut comprendre des panneaux solaires
embarqués sur le véhicule, et connectés au réseau.

Le systeme peut également comprendre une prise électrique
adaptée pour un rechargement de la seconde batterie sur un réseau
extérieur au véhicule.

Selon un mode de réalisation préféré, la seconde batterie
peut €tre une batterie au lithium reconditionnée ayant déja servi a
fournir de l'énergie de propulsion automobile. Typiquement la
seconde batterie au lithium est composée de deux modules « usés »
d'une batterie de traction pour véhicule électrique, c'est-a-dire dont
I'état de charge est compris entre 70% et 80% de leur capacité
initiale. Le systéme selon l'invention utilise ces modules dans une
plage de tension correspondant a un état de charge compris entre 5%
et 30% de leur capacité initiale. Pour ne pas décharger ces modules
en de¢a de leur état de charge d'utilisation, un commutateur est
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placé entre la batterie au lithium et le reste du systéme, ce
commutateur étant ouvert des que l'état de charge de la batterie
atteint un état de charge de 5% et n'est plus rechargée par le
systeme selon l'invention, donc typiquement en mode « parking »,
c'est-a-dire lorsque le moteur du véhicule est arrété.

L'unité de gestion électronique peut par exemple Etre
configurée pour imposer une tension basse d'alternateur qui est
inférieure ou égale a 1,05 fois la tension maximale a vide de la
premicre batterie, voire inférieure a 1,035 fois la tension maximale
a vide de la premiére ballerie.

La tension basse d'alternateur peut par exemple étre
comprise entre 12,8 et 13,5V, et la tension haute d'alternateur peut
étre comprise entre 14 et 15V.

Selon un mode de réalisation avantageux, on peut alimenter
la seconde batterie a l'aide d'un transformateur CC/CC en amenant
la tension aux bornes de la batterie a une valeur comprise entre 15V
et 17V pendant les phases de décélération récupérative du véhicule.

D'autres buts, caractéristiques et avantages de l'invention
apparaitront a la lecture de la description suivante, donnée
uniquement a titre d'exemple nullement limitatif, et faite en
référence aux dessins annexés, sur lesquels :

- la figure 1 est une représentation schématique d'un

systtme d'alimentation selon l'invention,

- la figure 2 est un graphique représentant les
niveaux relatifs de différentes tensions intervenant
dans le fonctionnement du systéme d'alimentation
de la figure 1,

- la figure 3 est un algorithme illustrant un mode de
gestion possible du syst¢tme d'alimentation de la
figure 1.

Tel qu'illustré sur la figure 1, un systtme 1 d'alimentation
électrique d'un véhicule comprend un réseau électrique 2, un
alternateur 3, une premicére batterie 4, par exemple une batterie au
plomb, une seconde batterie 7, par exemple une batterie de type
lithium-ion, et une unité¢ de gestion électronique 10. La seconde
batteriec 7 est munic dun interrupteur 11 permettant de la
déconnecter du réseau 2. L'alternateur 3 est apte a converlir de
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I'énergie mécanique prélevée sur un arbre relié a un moteur
thermique (non représenté) en énergie éElectrique envoyée sur le
réseau électrique 2.

Sur le réseau électrique 2 sont disposés des consommateurs
électriques 6, comme par exemple un dispositif de climatisation, des
moyens d'éclairage et des moyens de chauffage. L'alternateur 3 est
connecté aux bornes de la premiére batterie 4. La seconde batterie 7
est connectée en parallele a la premieére batterie 4. Les
consommateurs électriques 6 sont branchés en paralléle sur le réseau
2. Le réseau 2 comprend une mise a la masse 5 sur le chissis du
véhicule. Le réseau 2 alimente également un démarreur apte a lancer
le moteur thermique du véhicule afin d'initier le premier cycle de
combustion.

Selon les variantes de réalisation, la seconde batterie 7 peut
étre reliée a un transformateur CC/CC 8 connecté en série a la
batterie 7, de maniére a ce que la tension aux bornes de la seconde
batterie 7 puisse étre plus élevée que la tension maximum du réseau
2.

Dans les variantes de réalisation ou la seconde ballerie 7 est
associée a un transformateur de type CC/CC 8, des moyens de
production d'énergie tels que des panneaux solaires 9 peuvent Etre
branchés aux bornes de la seconde batterie 7, ce qui autorise la
tension maximale délivrée par ces panneaux solaires 9 a étre plus
élevée que la tension maximum du réseau 2. L'unité de gestion
électronique est reliée a l'alternateur 3, auquel elle est apte a
imposer une tension de consigne variable et notamment, auquel elle
est apte a imposer deux valeurs distinctes de valeurs de consigne,
une premiere valeur notée Vall basse et une seconde valeur nolée
Valt_haute plus élevée que la premiere valeur.

L'unité de gestion électronique 10 est également reliée a
l'interrupteur 11 qui, peut étre de type mécanique-
électromagnétique, ou de type électronique, par exemple sous forme
d'un transistor. En ouvrant l'interrupteur 11, I'unité de gestion
électronique 10 peut déconnecter la seconde batterie 7 du réseau, et
éviter une décharge intempestive de cette seconde batterie 7.

La premiere batterie, notamment si la premiére batterie est
une batterie au plomb, peut étre utilisée de maniere préférenticlle au
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moment des démarrages du moteur thermique du véhicule, pour
alimenter un démarreur. L'unit¢ de gestion électronique 10
déconnecte la seconde batterie 7 (par exemple une batterie lithium,
et plus précisément de type lithium-ion) a l'aide de l'interrupteur
11, dés que le véhicule est en mode « parking ». On évite de cette
maniere de décharger la batterie 7. La seconde batterie 7 reste alors
déconnectée du réseau jusqu'a ce que le prochain démarrage du
moteur du véhicule ait été effectué.

Les batteries au plomb ont en effet une excellente capacité
de démarrage a froid, et c'est donc la premiére batterie 4 au plomb
qui est utilisée au moment du démarrage du moteur thermique du
véhicule.

Les batteries au lithium ont une meilleure endurance en
terme de cyclages, et c'est donc la seconde batterie qui est utilisée
pour alimenter le réseau de bord du véhicule pendant le roulage du
véhicule. La tension du réseau c'est-a-dire la tension mesurable
entre les bornes de la premicre batterie 4, est imposée par celui des
trois éléments, parmi l'alternateur 3, la premiére batterie 4 et la
deuxi¢me batterie 7 éventuellement associée a un transformateur
CC/CC, qui présente entre ses deux bornes la tension la plus élevée.

Par « bornes » de chacun des éléments, on entend les deux
points de connexion de cet élément au réseau 2.

Dans le cas ou le systeme inclut un transformateur CC/CC 8,
connecté comme décrit sur la figure 1, on entend par tension aux
bornes de l'ensemble [seconde batterie 7, transformateur CC/CC 8],
la tension entre les deux points de connexion de cet ensemble, au
réseau 2.

Quand l'alternateur 3 ne lourne pas, par exemple au moment
duo démarrage du véhicule, et que la seconde batterie 7 est
déconnectée au moyen de linterrupteur 11, c'est la premiere
batterie 4 qui impose la tension sur le réseau 2.

Quand le véhicule roule et que l'alternateur 3 fonctionne, on
choisit de piloter la consigne de tension de l'alternateur 3 au dessus
de la tension maximale a vide de la premiére batterie 4. De cette
maniere, ce n'est pas la premicre batterie 4 qui fournit l'énergie
¢lectrique du circuit 2. Selon que la tension de l'alternateur 3 est
plus élevée ou plus basse que la tension de la seconde batterie 7, ce
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sera alors soit l'alternateur 3, soit la seconde batterie 7, soit les
deux simultanément, qui fourniront 1'énergie électrique du réseau 2.

Dans le cadre de l'invention, on choisit une seconde
batterie 7 dont la tension maximale a vide est suffisamment
supérieure a la tension maximale a vide de la premiére batterie 4, de
maniére a pouvoir imposer alternativement deux modes de
fonctionnement. Dans le premier mode de fonctionnement, la
tension d'alternateur est {ixée a une valeur basse « Vall_basse », qui
est supérieure a la tension a vide maximale de la premiére batterie
« VOmax_battl », elle-méme inférieure a la (ension maximale
tolérée par le réseau « Vmax réseau ». La tension d'alternateur
« Valt_basse » est inférieure a la tension maximale a vide de la
seconde batterie 7 « VOmax_batt2 ». Dans un second mode de
fonctionnement, la tension d'alternateur est égale a une valeur haute
de tension d'alternateur « Valt haute », qui est supérieure a la
tension basse d'alternateur, tout en restant inférieure a la tension
maximale tolérée par le réseau.

De cette maniére, quand l'alternateur 3 est régulé pour
délivrer la tension basse d'alternateur, et que la seconde batterie 7
est suffisamment chargée pour que sa tension soit supérieure a la
tension basse d'alternateur, c'est la seconde batterie 7 qui fournit
I'énergie  électrique au réseau 2. Quand, dans ce mode de
fonctionnement, la tension de fonctionnement de la seconde batterie
7 descend au niveau de la tension basse d'alternateur, une partie de
I'énergie électrique du réseau 2 est fournie par la seconde batterie 7,
et une partie de 1'énergie électrique est fournie par l'alternateur 3.

Quand T'unité de gestion électronique 10 impose le second
mode de fonctionnement, ol c'est la tension haute d'alternateur qui
est imposée, si la tension a vide de la seconde batterie est inférieure
a la tension haute d'alternateur, c'est alors l'alternateur qui fournit
I'énergie électrique au réseau et qui fournit simultanément une
énergie permettant la recharge de la seconde batterie 7.

Si aucun autre moyen que l'alternateur 3 n'est prévu pour
recharger la seconde batterie 7, la seconde batterie 7 pourra donc se
recharger pendant les phases ou c'est la tension haute d'alternateur
qui est imposée, et pourra fournir de 1'énergie au réseau tant que sa
lension reslera supérieure a la tension basse d'alternateur, pendant
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les phases ol l'unité de gestion électronique 10 impose la tension
basse d'alternateur.

On impose de préférence une tension basse d'alternateur tout
juste supérieure a la tension maximale a vide de la premiére
batterie, de maniére a ce que, pendant les phases ol la tension basse
d'alternateur est imposée, l'alternateur préleéve le moins possible
d'énergic mécanique sur l'arbre moteur entrainé par le moteur
thermique. L'alternateur ne crée ainsi qu'une surconsommation
limitée de carburant, tout en assurant que la premiére batteric reste
constamment chargée a son niveau maximal.

Dans le premier mode de fonctionnement, tant que la seconde
batterie 7 est suffisamment chargée (c'est-a-dire tant que sa tension
est supérieure a la tension basse d'alternateur), c'est la seconde
batterie 7 qui fournit 1'énergie électrique au réseau 2.

Les phases ou l'on impose la tension haute d'alternateur en
vue de recharger la seconde batterie 7, sont de préférence les phases
de roulage a faible colit en carburant, par exemple les phases de
décélération récupérative, c'est-a-dire si le véhicule est dans un
mode de décélération permettant d'utiliser le frein moteur, et
d'utiliser une partie de l'énergie mécanique de l'arbre moteur pour
faire tourner l'alternateur. Il suffit par exemple pour cela que la
consigne a la pédale du véhicule corresponde a une phase de
décélération moteur.

Une partie de 1'énergie cinétique de freinage du véhicule sert
alors a recharger la seconde batterie 7. Cette énergie récupérée
pendant les phases de freinage permet ensuite d'économiser du
carburant, en limitant la tension d'alternateur imposée pendant les
phases de roulage correspondant au premier mode de
fonctionnement.

La figure 2 illustre un exemple de positionnement relatif des
différentes valeurs de tensions mentionnées précédemment dans la
description du systéme d'alimentation électrique 1. Les différents
niveaux représentés sur la figure 2 illustrent la tension minimale a
vide de la premiére batterie 4 soit VOmini_battl , la tension
maximale a vide de la premiére batterie 4 soit VOmax battl , la
tension minimale a vide VOmini_batt2 de la seconde batterie 7, la
tension maximale a vide VOmax_batt2 de la seconde batterie, la
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10

tension basse d'alternateur  Valt basse, 1la tension haute
d'alternateur Valt haute et la tension maximale Vmax réseau que le
réseau 2 est capable de supporter sans étre endommagé.

De manicre typique, si l'on fonctionne avec une batterie au
plomb comme premiére batterie 4, et avec, comme seconde batterie,
une batterie de type lithium-ion issue de la récupération de batteries
lithium-ion ayant servi a propulser des véhicules électriques ou
hybrides, la tension minimale a vide VOmini battl de la premicre
battcric au plomb cst de lordrc de 12 volts, et corrcspond
sensiblement a4 la tension minimale a vide VOmini_batt2 de la
seconde batterie au lithium, ou est un peu inférieure.

La tension maximale a vide VOmax battl de la premiére
batteriec au plomb est de l'ordre de 12,8 volts, et la tension basse
d'alternateur Valt _basse que l'on 1mpose pour étre juste au dessus
de cette tension maximale a vide est de l'ordre de 13,2 volts.

La tension maximale a vide VOmax_batt2 de la seconde
batterie au lithium peut étre de l'ordre de 16,8 volts, et la tension
haute d'altcrnatcur Valt hautc de l'ordre de 15 volts afin de rester
en dessous de la valeur maximale acceptée par le réseau
Vmax réseau, qui elle, est de l'ordre de 16 volts.

Il est envisageable d'utiliser d'autres types de batterie pour
la premiére et pour la seconde batterie, et la tension maximale de la
seconde batterie n'est pas obligatoirement supérieure a la tension
maximale du réseau. La tension basse d'alternateur doit de
préférence étre supéricure a la tension maximale a vide de la
premicre batterie. On pourrait éventuellement envisager un mode de
réalisation ou la tension bassc d'altcrnatcur scrait trés 1égérement
inférieure 4 la tension maximale a vide de la premicre batterie, mais
on imposerait alors inutilement des cycles de charge et de décharge
a la premicre batterie en réduisant la durée de vie de celle-ci.

La tension maximale de la seconde batteric devra Etre
obligatoirement supérieure a la tension maximale a vide de la
premiére batterie, de mani¢re a pouvoir définir une valeur de
tension basse d'alternateur entre ces deux valeurs de tension
maximale a vide des deux batteries.

La tcnsion hautc d'alternatcur pcut Ctre  ¢gale, voire
supérieure a la tension maximale a vide de la seconde batterie, par
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exemple si la tension maximale de la seconde batterie est inférieure
a la tension maximale tolérée par le réseau.

La tension minimale a vide de la seconde batterie doit Etre
inférieure a la tension haute d'alternateur afin de permettre une
charge au moins partielle de la seconde batterie 7 pendant les phases
de fonctionnement avec la tension haute d'alternateur.

LLa seconde batterie 7 peut €tre rechargée, outre pendant les
phases ou l'alternaleur (ourne a sa valeur de tension élevée, par des
moycns de production électriques supplémentaires tels que les
panneaux solaires 9. Dans le cas ol la tension maximale a vide de la
seconde batterie est inférieure a la tension maximale tolérée par le
réseau, ou dans le cas ou le systtme comprend un transformateur
CC/CC apte a abaisser la tension délivrée par la seconde batterie a
une tension inférieure a la tension maximale tolérée par le réseau,
on peut également envisager de recharger la seconde batterie 7 sur
un réseau extérieur au véhicule, par exemple sur une aire de
stationnement.

La tension maximale a vide de la seconde batterie 7, c'est-a-
dire VOmax_ball2, peut élre inférieure ou supérieure a la (ension
maximale acceptée par lc réseau 2. Si la tension maximale a vide de
la seconde batterie est supérieure a la tension maximale acceptée par
le réseau Vmax_réseau, selon une premiere variante de réalisation,
on exploite la seconde batterie 7 sur une partie seulement de son
domaine de fonctionnement c'est-a-dire par exemple entre la tension
basse d'alternateur et la tension haute d'alternateur.

Selon une seconde variante de fonctionnement, on peut
exploiter la seconde batterie 7 sur un domaine plus large, par
exemple entre la tension basse d'alternateur et la tension maximale
a vide acceptée par la seconde batterie 7, si par exemple lc systeme
est muni d'un transformateur CC/CC 8, apte a abaisser la tension
délivrée par la seconde batterie 7 de maniere a l'amener a une
valeur inférieure ou égale a la tension maximale tolérée par le
réseau.

Dans ce cas, on peut par exemple envisager de charge la
seconde batterie 7 a sa tension maximale a vide a partir d'un réseau
extérieur au véhicule, quand le véhicule est a l'arrét. On utilise
ensuite cette réserve d'énergie pendant le roulage du véhicule en la
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complétant par une recharge partielle de la batterie a une tension
haute d'alternateur quand le véhicule est en décélération
récupérative.

Si le transformateur CC/CC est bidirectionnel, on peut méme
envisager de charger la seconde batteric a sa tension maximale a
vide en ¢levant la tension aux bornes de la seconde batterie 7 par
rapport a la tension haute d'alternateur pendant les phases de
décélération récupérative.

Par sécurité, afin d'¢viter une décharge méme particllc de la
premiére Dbatterie 4, la tension basse d'alternateur est choisie
légérement supériecure a la tension maximale a vide de la premicre
batterie 4.

La tension minimale a vide de la seconde batterie 7 est de
préférence 1nférieure a la tension basse d'alternateur de maniére a
ce que, lorsque le véhicule est dans un mode de roulage ou la
tension basse d'alternateur est imposée par l'unité de gestion
¢lectronique 10, I'énergie  fournie par l'alternateur  vienne
automatiqucment compléter 1'énergic fournic par la scconde batteric
7 lorsque la tension de celle-ci vient a baisser. On évite ainsi que la
tension de la seconde batterie 7 puisse descendre a la tension
minimale tolérée VOmini_batt2.

On pourrait envisager des variantes de réalisation ou la
tension minimale a vide de la seconde batterie serait supérieure a la
tension basse d'alternateur, mais il faut pour une telle variante que
I'unité de gestion Electronique 10 i1mpose une tension haute
d'alternateur avant que la tension de la seconde batterie 7 ne
descende en dessous de sa valeur minimale. Il faut, dans tous les
cas, que la tension minimale a vide de la seconde batterie 7 soit
inférieure a la tension haute d'alternateur.

La tension basse d'alternateur est de préférence inférieure a
la tension maximale a vide de la seconde batterie 7. Elle est aussi
proche que possible, par valeur supérieure, de la tension maximale a
vide de la premicre batterie, tout en gardant une marge d'écart afin
d'étre slr que l'alternateur régulé en tension basse d'alternateur
reste au dessus de cette valeur minimale VOmax_battl .

Il est avantageux d'utiliser une seconde batterie 7 dont la
tension maximale a vide VOmax_batt2 est suplrieure a la tension
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maximale Vmax réseau du réseau 2, ce qui permet, pour choisir les
valeurs de la tension basse d'alternateur et de la tension haute
d'alternateur, de disposer de tout l'intervalle de tension compris
entre la tension maximale a vide de la premicre Dbatterie
VOmax_battl et la tension maximale acceptée par le réseau
Vmax_réseau.

On se trouve en particulier dans cette configuration lorsque
l'on a un réseau 2 du véhicule dont la tension maximale acceptable
cst de l'ordrc de 15 a 16 volts, et que l'on utilisc comme premicre
batterie 4 une batterie au plomb, dont la tension maximale a vide est
d'environ 12,8 volts, et une batterie lithium-ion pour la seconde
batterie 7, par exemple une batterie lithium-ion reconditionnée suite
a une utilisation pour la propulsion de véhicule électrique. Une telle
batterie reconditionnée présente par exemple une tension maximale
a vide de l'ordre de 16,8 volts et une tension minimale a vide
acceptable voisine de 12 volts.

Outre le basculement a une tension d'alternateur haute
pendant les phases de décélération du véhicule, des stratégics
complémentaires implémentées dans l'unité de gestion électronique
10 peuvent étre définies, afin d'éviter une décharge excessive de la
seconde batterie 7 dans les cas de figure ou les phases de
décélération récupérative ne sont pas suffisamment fréquentes et/ou
suffisamment prolongées.

On peut alors choisir d'imposer une tension d'alternateur
intermédiaire entre la tension basse d'alternateur et la tension haute
d'alternateur, c'est-a-dire strictement supéricure a la tension basse
d'altcrnatcur et inféricurcs ou ¢égalecs a la tension haute
d'alternateur. Une ou plusieurs tensions intermédiaires peuvent
ainsi &tre imposées pendant certaines phases de roulage qui peuvent
laisser supposer que les prochaines décélérations sont éEloignées
dans le temps. Ces phases de roulage peuvent comprendre des modes
de roulage de type autoroutier. Une ou plusieurs tensions
intermédiaires peuvent également &tre imposées pour des modes de
roulage préprogrammés dans l'unité de gestion électronique parce
que le point de fonctionnement du moteur, pour ces modes de
roulage, correspond a une consommation en carburant moins élevée
que pour d'autres modes de roulage.
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Le basculement vers une tension intermédiaire d'alternateur
peut également &tre conditionné par la détection simultanée d'un
mode de roulage donné, et d'un état de charge inférieur ou égal a un
¢tat de charge seuil de la seconde batterie 7.

La figure 3 illustre un algorithme 1 qui peut €étre implanté
dans 'unité de gestion électronique 10 d'un systéme d'alimentation
en énergie selon l'invention. A un instant nitial 21, correspondant
par exemple a la mise en service du véhicule ou a sa remise en
service aprés un changement de batteries, l'unité de gestion
¢lectronique 10 teste, a une élape 22, si le véhicule est en mode
parking.

Si c'est le cas, 'unité de gestion électronique 10 déconnecte,
si ce n'est déja fait, la seconde batterie 7 du réseau 2 a l'aide de
I'interrupteur 11, a une étape 23.

Elle teste ensuite a une étape 24, si la tension aux bornes de
la seconde batterie 7 est descendue en dessous d'une tension Vmin
qui peut, par exemple, &étre égale a la tension minimale a vide
VOmini_batt2 de la seconde batterie, ou étre une valeur légerement
supérieure a cette tension minimale a vide.

Si la tension mesurée est inférieure a la tension seuil Vmin,
I'unité de gestion électronique 10 affiche un message d'alerte
avertissant le conducteur qu'il doit changer la seconde batterie 7. a
une étape 25. Si la tension est supéricure a la tension seuil Vmin,
I'unité de gestion électronique retourne a l'étape 22.

Quand le test 22 indique que le véhicule n'est plus en
configuration de parking, l'unité de gestion électronique 10 teste a
une étape 26 la santé de la seconde batterie 7. Ce test de santé peut
par exemple consister a vérifier si le nombre de cycles de charges et
de décharges déja subies par la seconde batterie 7 est inférieur a un
nombre seuil Nmax de charges et de décharges, si les différentes
cellules de la batterie sont suffisamment équilibrées, et si la tension
aux bornes de la batterie est supérieure ou égale a la tension seuil
Vmin.

Si la réponse est négative, l'unité de gestion électronique 10
affiche le message d'alerte correspondant a 1'étape 25. Si le résultat
du test 26 est positif, I'unité de gestion électronique effectue un test
27 pour savoir si le moteur thermique du véhicule est actif. Si ce
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n'est pas le cas, l'unité de gestion électronique 10 met en place une
stratégie 28 permettant d'alimenter le réseau 2 soit a partir de la
premicére batterie, soit a partir de la seconde batterie, soit a partir
des deux batteries conjointement, puis retourne a l'étape 22.

Lorsque le test 27 indique que le moteur thermique du
véhicule est actif, 1'unité de gestion électronique teste a une étape
29 si le véhicule est dans un mode de décélération récupérative,
cest-a-dire  si le véhicule est dans un mode de décélération
permettant d'utiliser le frein moteur, cn puisant une partie de
I'énergic  mécanique de l'arbre moteur pour faire (ourner
l'alternateur. 11 suffit par exemple pour cela que la consigne a la
pédale du véhicule corresponde a une phase de décélération moteur.

Si le véhicule est en mode de décélération récupérative,
l'unité de gestion électronique 10 impose a l'alternateur une tension
haute d'alternateur, par exemple 15 volts, a une é&tape 31, et
continue a boucler sur le test 29 puis sur le pilotage a la tension
haute d'alternateur 31, tant que le véhicule est en décélération.

Si le véhicule n'est pas en décélération récupérative a la
sortie de I'élape de test 29, l'unité de gestion électronique 10
impose a lalternateur 3 de fonctionner a la tension basse
d'alternateur, par exemple a 13 volts, a une étape 30.

Suite a 1'étape 30, 1'unité de gestion électronique 10 teste si
le véhicule et la seconde batterie 7 sont dans une configuration « de
charge forcée ». Une telle configuration de charge forcée peut par
exemple correspondre au cas ol la tension aux bornes de la seconde
batterie 7 descend en dessous d'une valeur seuil Vi et ou
simultanément un compteur de temps Ai, qui comptabilise le temps
écoulé depuis la derniere décélération, passe au dessus dun seuil
AT,

Dans ce cas de figure, on peut considérer que la tension de la
seconde batterie commence a devenir insuffisante, et que le mode de
roulage détecté n'est pas un mode de roulage ponctué de
décélérations suffisamment fréquentes.

Si ce test 32 révele que l'on se trouve dans la configuration
de marche forcée, I'unité de gestion électronique 10 impose, a une
¢tape 33, unc régulation de l'alternateur 3 a unc tension Valt Mid
par exemple égale a 14,5 volts, et continue a imposer ce mode de
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charge forcée tant que le niveau de recharge de la batterie testé a
une étape 34 n'a pas atteint un niveau satisfaisant minimal SOC_j,.

Ce niveau de charge minimal peut par exemple étre détecté
par une baisse du courant de recharge entrant dans la seconde
batterie 7.

Quand le test de 1'étape 34 indique que le niveau de recharge
de la seconde batterie est suffisant, 1'unité de gestion électronique
10 teste a une étape 35 la santé de la seconde batterie 7, par
exemple en vérifiant que la température de la batteric ne dépasse

pas une température T maximale, en vérifiant que le niveau

max
d'équilibrage entre les différentes cellules est suffisant, ou a défaut
que ce niveau permet encore de rééquilibrer les différentes cellules,
et en vérifiant que la tension V aux bornes de la seconde batterie est
supérieure a la tension seuil V i,.

Si le niveau de santé détecté a l'étape 35 est insuffisant,
l'unité de gestion électronique 10 affiche le message d'alerte
correspondant a l'étape 25. Dans le cas contraire, l'unité de gestion
¢lectronique 10 teste a unc étape 36 si les différentes cellules de la
seconde batterie 7 sont suffisamment équilibrées. Si c'est le cas,
l'unité de gestion électronique revient a ['étape de test 22
permettant de vérifier si le véhicule, entre temps, se trouve en mode
parking.

Dans le cas contraire, l'unité de gestion électronique
déclenche un équilibrage des cellules a une étape 37 et retourne
€galement a 1'étape 22.

L'objet de l'invention ne se limite pas aux exemples de
réalisation décrits et peut faire l'objet de nombreuses variantes,
aussi bien en ce qui concerne l'agencement des différents éléments
du systetme 1, les algorithmes de fonctionnement implantés dans
l'unité de gestion électronique 10 et/ou le choix des types de
batteries ou autres types d'accumulateurs.

La tension basse et la tension haute imposées aux bornes de
la seconde batterie 7, peuvent €tre obtenues soit en régulant la
tension délivrée par l'alternateur a deux niveaux différents, soit en
¢levant la tension aux bornes de la seconde batterie a l'aide d'un
transformateur CC/CC. La tension haute peut également ¢Etre
obtenue en élevant a la fois la tension de consigne aux bornes de

NOCO Exhibit 2005
ADC v. NOCO
IPR2024-00671
Page 1487



10

15

20

25

30

35

WO 2012/160292 PCT/FR2012/051081

17

l'alternateur et en transformant cette tension, a l'aide du
transformateur CC/CC, en une tension encore plus élevée aux bornes
de la seconde batterie.

L'algorithme de fonctionnement, dont un exemple est donné
en figure 3, admet de trés nombreuses variantes, notamment en ce
qui concerne la succession des différents tests pour déterminer
quelle tension d'alternateur doit €tre imposée a un instant donné, ou
dans la définition d'un ou de plusieurs modes de charge forcée. Ces
modcs de charge forcée peuvent &Etre définis avec différentes
tensions d'alternateur Valt Mid selon les modes. On peut par
exemple définir différents modes de charge forcée suivant
différentes conditions de niveau de charge de la seconde batterie et
différentes conditions de type de roulage et/ou de point de
fonctionnement du moteur détecté.

Les accumulateurs électriques désignés sous le terme de
premiere et seconde Dbatterie peuvent é&tre des batteries
d'accumulation de type électrochimique, par exemple une premiere
batterie au plomb et une seconde batterie de type lithium-ion. On
peut également envisager d'utiliser pour la seconde batterie d'autres
types de batteries lithium que les batteries lithium-ion, d'autres
batteries de type électrochimique ou encore un ou plusieurs
supercondensateurs.

L'invention peut étre utilisée pour un systeme d'alimentation
d'un véhicule a propulsion par un moteur thermique. Elle peut
€galement étre utilisée pour un systeme d'alimentation électrique
d'un véhicule a propulsion hybride thermique électrique. Dans ce
dernier cas, on peut par exemple utiliser une batteriec au lithium
comme premiere batterie servant a la f{ois pour le démarrage du
véhicule et pour la propulsion occasionnelle du véhicule, et une
seconde batterie de type supercapacité pour accumuler de 1'énergie
pendant les phases de décélération. Il faut donc comprendre dans
cette demande le terme « batterie d'accumulation électrique » au
sens large puisqu'il englobe des systemes de stockage de type
supercapacité.

Le systtme selon l'invention permet de réduire la
consommation globale en carburant du véhicule, de prolonger la
durée de vie de la premiere batterie, et, dans le cas ou on utilise
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comme seconde batterie une batterie au lithium reconditionnée, de
réduire le colit et I'empreinte écologique du systéme.

Il est a noter que le concept d'utilisation de deux batteries
pour des usages différents peut étre élargi a plus de deux batteries.
En effet il est enviseageable d'utiliser également une troisieme
batterie connectée au réseau de bord par lintermédiaire d'un
convertisseur CC/CC et dun commutateur, ce commutateur étant
fermé en mode « parking » c'est-a-dire moteur arrété, pour fournir
I'énergie électrique nécessaire aux consommateurs du réseau de
bord. Avantageusement cette troisieme batterie est constituée de
modules récupérés d'une batterie de traction de véehicule électrique,
bénéficie des meilleurs points de rendement du moteur et de
I'alternateur pour étre rechargée (par exemple en décélération, de la
méme manicre que la deuxiéme batterie au lithium), et bénéficie
d'un systéme de recharge complémentaire tel qu'un panneau solaire.

De méme la premiere batterie plomb utilis€ée pour le
démarrage du véhicule, peut &tre connectée au réseau de bord par
l'intermédiaire d'un commutateur, permettant de spécialiser encore
plus son utilisation : ce commutateur est par exemple fermé
seulement au démarrage, et sur les meilleurs points de rendement du
moteur et de l'alternateur lorsque son état de charge est en dessous
d'un certain seuil.

Il est a noter que l'utilisation d'un commutateur entre d'une
part une premiere batterie et le réseau de bord et d'autre part une
deuxieéme batterie et le réseau de bord permet d'utiliser pour ces
deux batteries des batteries plomb identiques connectées en
parallele de l'alternateur sans CC/CC itermédiaire tout en leur
attribuant un rdle spécifique (démarrage pour l'une, consommation
du réseau de bord pour lautre) et en les faisant recharger aux
meilleurs points de rendement du moteur et de l'alternateur.
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REVENDICATIONS

1. Systéme (1) d'alimentation en énergie électrique d'un
véhicule, comprenant :

-un réseau (2) a courant continu, d'au moins un organe (6)
consommateur ¢électrique, apte a &tre alimenté dans une gamme de
tensions 1nférieure ou égale a une tension maximale de réseau
(Vmax_résean),

-une premicre  batteric  (4) d'accumulation  Electrique
connectée au réseau (2), et présentant une premicre tension
maximale a vide (VOmax_Battl) inférieure a la tension maximale de
réseau (Vmax_réseaun),

-une seconde batterie (7) d'accumulation  électrique
connectée au réseau (2), présentant une seconde tension maximale a
vide (VOmax_Batt2), supérieure a la tension maximale a vide de la
premiére batterie (VOmax_Battl), et une tension minimale a vide
acceptable (VOmini_Batt2) inféricure a la tension maximale de
réscau (Vmax_réscan),

-un alternateur (3) pilotable connecté au réseau (2), et apte a
délivrer a la seconde batterie (7) une énergie électrique sous une
tension de consigne pilotable a différentes valeurs de consigne
(Valt_basse, Valt_haute),

caractérisé en ce que le systétme comprend en outre une unité
de gestion électronique (10), configurée pour imposer a
'alternateur (3) lors du roulage du véhicule, successivement au
moins deux tensions de consigne différentes, a savoir une tension
basse d'alternateur (Valt_basse) qui est strictement supérieure a la
premicre tension maximale a vide de la premicre Dbatterie
(VOmax_Battl), et une tension haute d'alternateur (Valt haute) qui
est strictement supérieure a la fois a la tension minimale a vide de
la seconde batterie (VOmini_Batt2), et a la tension basse
d'alternateur (Valt_basse).

2. Systeme selon la revendication 1, comportant en outre un
transformateur de tension (8) de type CC/CC apte a abaisser la
tension délivrée par la seconde batterie (7) au réseau, et dans lequel
la seconde tension maximale a vide (VOmax_Batt2) de la seconde
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batterie (7) est supérieure a la tension maximale de réseau
(Vmax_réseau).

3. Systtme selon la revendication 2, dans lequel le
transformateur de tension (8) est bidirectionnel, et est apte a
alimenter la seconde batterie (7) a une tension supérieure a la
tension maximale du réseau (Vmax réseau) quand l'alternateur (3)
débite un courant sous la tension haute d'alternateur (Valt haute).

4. Systéme selon l'une des revendications précédentes, dans
lequel la premiére batteric (4) est unc batterie au plomb, et la
seconde batlerie (7) est une batterie au lithium.

5. Systeme selon l'une des revendications précédentes, dans
lequel 1'unité de gestion électronique (10) est configurée pour ouvrir
un interrupteur (11) de la seconde batterie (7) quand le moteur du
véhicule est arrété et, si la tension de la premicre batterie (4) passe
sous un premier seuil et simultanément la tension de la seconde
batterie est au dessus d'un second seuil, pour refermer cet
interrupteur (11) pendant une période prédéterminée  avant
d'effectuer le prochain démarrage du véhicule.

6. Procédé de gestion d'un véhicule automobile équipé d'une
premiére batterie (4) et d'une seconde batterie (7) d'alimentation en
énergie électrique, les deux batteries présentant des tensions
maximales a vides (VOmax_Battl2, VOmax_Batt2) différentes et
étant connectées a un méme alternateur (3) et 3 un méme réseau
électrique a courant continu du véhicule (2), caractéris€ en ce que
I'on impose une tension basse d'alternateur (Valt basse) pendant des
premieres phases de roulage du véhicule, et I'on impose une tension
haute d'alternateur (Valt_haute) plus élevée que la tension basse
d'alternateur pendant des secondes phases de roulage du véhicule
telles que des phases de freinage récupératif, moins consommatrices
en carburant que les premiéres phases.

7. Procédé selon la revendication 6, dans lequel on impose la
tension haute d'alternateur (Valt haute) quand le véhicule est en
phase de décélération récupérative, et on impose la tension basse
d'alternateur (Valt _basse) quand le véhicule est dans une phase
d'accélération du moteur.

8. Procédé selon les revendications 6 a 7, dans lequel on
impose une tension intermédiaire d'alternateur (Valt Mid),
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strictement supérieure a la tension basse d'alternateur (Valt basse)
et inférieure ou égale a la tension haute d'alternateur (Valt_ haute),
quand un niveau de charge de la seconde batterie (7) devient
inférieur a une charge seuil, et/ou quand un certain mode de roulage
du véhicule autre que la décélération, est détecté, et/ou si le courant
délivré par la seconde batterie (7) au réseau dépasse un certain
seuil.
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FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.5.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.5.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1874, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.5.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
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BATTERY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR BATTERIES
IN ENGINE START AND DEEP CYCLE APPLICATIONS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION
This application claims priority to United States Patent Application No.
17/175014, filed February 12, 2021, and claims priority to and the benefit of United
States Provisional Patent Application No. 63/032148, filed on May 29, 2020, both of

which are incorporated herein in their entireties.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to battery charging systems, and more particularly, to
battery charging systems configured with engine start batteries and deep cycle

batteries.

BACKGROUND

Lithium iron phosphate (LiFePQ,) batteries often include protection modes,
such as Under Voltage Protection (UVP) mode and Over Voltage Protection (OVP)
mode, to protect the batteries from being completely discharged and overcharged.

During Under Voltage Protection mode, a control system of a lithium iron phosphate

battery disconnects the cell pack from the battery posts to prevent further discharge.

In the Under Voltage Protection mode, the control system disconnects the cell pack
from the battery’s posts, whereby the measured voltage across the posts is zero. In
this mode, the battery may appear as if it is completely “dead”. Automatic battery
chargers do not detect such condition and are unable to charge the battery when in
the Under Voltage Protection mode.

Similarly, when a lithium iron phosphate battery is in Over Voltage Protection
(OVP) mode, the control system disconnects the cell pack from the battery posts to
prevent overcharging. In this mode, there is no load on the charging system. VWhen

the battery is in such mode, an electrical system of a vehicle to which the battery is
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coupled often suffers improper operation, such as dash board lights flickering, check
engine light, etc. Such problems do not typically occur with a conventional battery,
such as lead acid, flooded, AGM, etc., which presents a constant load to a charging
system regardless of the state of charge of the battery.

Additionally, a charging system can create excessive electrical potential and
high current flow from the charging system. Charging systems can generate
between about 12 Volts direct current to more than 20 Volts direct current at
currents as high as 60 amps. Such high voltage and current can damage cells in
lithium iron phosphate battery batteries.

Charging systems often do not produce clean direct current. Rather, charging
systems may create a great deal of ripple, which may cause improper charging of

the battery packs cells leading to shortened lifetimes and damage.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A battery management system for engine start applications, battery charging
and deep cycle applications for batteries such as, but not limited to, electric vehicle
battery packs and cells and battery chemistries, such as, but not limited to, lithium
iron phosphate batteries, lead acid batteries, gel batteries, and absorbed gel mat
batteries is disclosed. The battery management system is configured to control the
charge and charging of each cell individually. The battery management system may
be configured to control the charge of a battery which may consist of a plurality of
cells, such as, but not limited to, lithium iron phosphate cells, and in at least one
embodiment, the battery may consist of, but is not limited to being formed from, four
lithium iron phosphate cells connected in series and a battery management system
to ensure proper charge and safe operation. The battery management system may
be configured to control the charge and charging of each cell individually and not
control charging based only on the overall metrics of the battery as a whole, which is

a sum total of each of the individual cells within the battery.
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The battery management system may be configured to address the problems
previously set forth as follows. The battery management system may include an
under voltage protection mode to protect one or more cells, or an entire battery
formed from a plurality of cells from losing too much voltage. Unlike conventional
technology, the battery management system can enable a voltage to be present
across the poles of a battery when the battery is in undervoltage protection mode to
enable the battery voltage to be monitored. As such, the battery management
system may be configured to allow a battery’s voltage to be read while in under
voltage protection mode while limiting current flow. Under voltage protection mode
may also automatically clear once the battery charge is sufficient or may be cleared
via direction from a user through a wireless or other communications interface.
Under voltage protection mode may also automatically clear, such as being
temporarily suspended, upon detection of an engine start attempt.

The battery management system may alsc be configured to protect one or
more cells of a battery or the entire battery via an over voltage protection mode. In
particular, the battery management system may be configured to continuously
monitor each cell of a battery and start to discharge the cell when the cell
approaches over voltage protection value. The battery management system may be
configured to regulate the input voltage and current.

The battery management system may be configured for engine starts
applications. In particular, the battery management system may be configured to
replace cell banks with super capacitors or may be configured to be compatible with
a combination of cell banks and super capacitors allowing for high instantaneous
current draw events, such as, but not limited to engine starts. The battery
management system may be configured to collect cells into pack banks, which may
allow one or more packs to be discharged while the other packs are being charged
and thus always maintaining a load on the charging system. The battery
management system may be configured {o integrate learning/filtering into the
software to customize the reserve charge set aside for engine starts. The battery

management system may include a battery charging system including one or more
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power source connections. The battery charging system may include one or more
voltage regulators per battery cell.

The battery management system may include a controller configured to
control voltage via under and over voltage protection modes and to charge each cell
individually in a multicell battery. The battery management system may include
precision voltage references for use as a direct comparison for under voltage
protection and over voltage protection. The controller may be configured to sense
whether an individual cell voltage is equal to or greater than an over voltage
protection reference voltage. If the individual cell voltage is equal to or greater than
the over voltage protection reference voltage, then the controller may engage the
over voltage protection mode via opening a charging field effect transistor. The
controller may be configured such that when the controller senses that an individual
cell voltage is equal to or less than an under voltage protection reference voltage,
the microcontroller may engage the under voltage protection mode via opening a
discharging field effect transistor. In at least one embodiment, the controller is a
microcontroller or other appropriate device.

The battery management system may include a voltage regulator for
regulating input for the cell charging circuit to filter out input voltage ripple before it
reaches the plurality of cells. The voltage regulator may be set to a charge voltage
level, thereby allowing maximum loading on the external charging system. The
voltage regulator may have operating modes including a constant current mode and
a constant voltage mode. The voltage regulator may be in constant current mode
when the cell voltage is less than the current voltage level. The battery
management system may include a feedback loop measuring cell voltage to
properly control the state of the regulator.

The battery management system may include a system control module
configured to maintain the integrity of an electrical system, such as a vehicle
electrical system, to which the battery management system is attached when the
battery management system is in an over voltage mode. In particular, the system

control module simulates a battery so that the electrical system, such as a vehicle

4
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electrical system, to which the battery management system is attached does not
develop odd, explained errors and operating conditions when the battery
management system is in an over voltage mode. The system control module may
emulate the battery’s impedance when measuring the voltage of each cell. The
system control module of the battery management system may include a discharge
field effect transistor and a battery impedance emulator circuit, wherein the cell
voltage is measured with the discharge field effect transistor open and the battery
impedance emulator circuit engaged, thereby maintaining a quieting load on the
external charging system, which models a lead acid battery and a absorbent glass
mat battery. The controller may implement hysteresis to prevent an oscillation of
states in the feedback loop. The controller may use a voltage reguiator to maintain
maximum applied voltage while in constant current mode. Once cell voltage
reaches a charge level voltage, the controller fixes a regulated voltage adjust
entering constant voltage mode and remains in this mode until cell voltage level
drops below the charge voltage level. The voltage regulator may be configured to
accept input voltage within a range between 12 Volts direct current and 20 Volts
direct current.

The battery management system may include a cell balancing system
configured to compare cell performance and adjust cells with voltages misaligned
from target voltages. The cell balancing system may include one or more discharge
resistors and one or more voltage monitors on each cell.

The battery management system may include a communication system,
which may be wireless or another design, enabling the battery management system
to communicate with remote devices to transmit data regarding cell and cell pack
characteristics. The communication system may enable inter-battery management
system communications to facilitate parallel and series battery configurations. The
battery management system may include an alert system for indicating operational
features of the battery management system. The battery management system may
include an input system configured to receive input to control aspects of the battery

management system.
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The controller may include an engine start mode in which the battery is
discharged to the under voltage protection level and under voltage mode is
engaged. The controller may disengage the under voltage protection mode for a
specified window of time, referred to as an engine start window, thereby enabling an
engine start to be attempted during the engine start window. The battery
management system may include a battery impedance emulator to stabilize the
battery management system when in over voltage protection mode.

An advantage of this system is that each cell of a battery, such as a lithium
battery, may be individually analyzed and individually charged such that each cell
may be fully charged thereby fully charging the battery as a whole.

Another advantage of this system is that when the battery management
system is in over voltage protection mode, a filtering circuit is engaged which
emulates a standard battery thereby eliminate electrical system malfunctions.

Yet another advantage of this system is that when the battery management
system is in under voltage protection mode, the battery voltage is still detectable on
the battery posts allowing smart chargers to automatically detect the battery and
start charging the battery.

Another advantage of this system is that the battery management system is
configured to regulate both voltage and current into a cell pack, thereby eliminating
charging system instability which can damage cells.

Still another advantage of this system is that the battery management system
is configured to detect smart battery chargers and provides a direct charging path for
the cells for smart battery chargers, thereby allowing the smart battery charger to
directly control charging.

These and other embodiments are described in more detail below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES
Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of the battery management system.
Figure 2 is a schematic diagram of a portion of the battery management

system.
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Figure 3 is a schematic diagram of another embodiment of the battery
management system.

Figure 4 is a schematic diagram of another embodiment of the battery
management system.

Figure 5 is a schematic diagram of another embodiment of the battery
management system.

Figure 6 is a schematic diagram of another embodiment of the battery

management system.

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the baitery management system including the

battery charging system.

Figure 8 is a schematic diagram of the system enabling users to access data

collected via the system from remote locations.

Figure 9 is a schematic diagram of a machine in the form of a computer

system within which a set of instructions, when executed, may cause the machine to

perform any one or more of the methodologies or operations of the system.
Figure 10 is a schematic diagram of a battery with a battery management
system contained therein.

Figure 11 is a schematic diagram of a battery with a battery management

system contained therein and coupled to a battery charger or other power source.

Figure 12 is a schematic diagram of a battery with a battery management
system contained therein, positioned within a vehicle and coupled to a vehicle
charging system therein.

Figure 13 is a schematic diagram of a battery management system self-
contained within a battery management system housing and attached to positive
and negative posts of a battery and also including connections so that the battery
management system can be coupled to another system.

Figure 14 is a schematic diagram of a battery management system self-
contained within a battery management system housing and positioned remotely
from the battery. The battery management system may be in electrical

communication, in series, with the positive and negative posts of the battery and
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may be in electrical communication with a vehicle charging system, a battery
charger or a power source.

Figure 15 is a schematic diagram of a battery management system self-
contained within a battery management system housing and positioned remotely
from the battery. The battery management system may be in electrical
communication with only the negative posts of the battery and may be in electrical

communication with a vehicle charging system, a battery charger or a power source.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

As shown in Figures 1-15, a battery management system 10 for engine start
applications, battery charging and deep cycle applications for batteries such as, but
not limited to, electric vehicle battery packs and cells and battery chemistries, such
as, but not limited to, lithium iron phosphate batteries, lead acid batteries, gel
batteries, and absorbed gel mat batteries is disclosed. The battery management
system 10 may be configured to control the charge and charging of each cell on an
individual cell basis. The battery management system 10 may be configured to
control the charge of a battery 12 which may consist of a plurality of cells 13, such
as, but not limited to, lithium iron phosphate cells, and in at least one embodiment,
the battery 12 may consist of, but is not limited to being formed from, four lithium
iron phosphate cells connected in series and a battery management system 10 to
ensure proper charge and safe operation. The battery 12 may be removably
coupled to the battery management system 10.

In at least one embodiment, the battery management system 10 may include
a battery charging system 11 including one or more power source connections 36,
as shown in Figure 7, and one or more voltage monitors 18 per battery cell 13, as
shown in Figures 1 and 3-5. The battery management system 10 may include one
or more controllers 14 configured to control voltage and charging of each cell 13
individually in a multicell battery 12. The battery management system 10 may be
formed from one or more printed circuit board assemblies (PCBA). The one or more

printed circuit board assemblies may implement embodiments, such as, but not
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limited to, the configurations shown in Figures 1 and 3-6 and described herein. The
one or more printed circuit board assemblies may enable a system integrator to
customize a battery 12 and other components.

The battery management system 10 may be configured in a number of
different ways. In particular, the battery management system 10 may be positioned
within a battery housing 46, as shown in Figure 10. As such, the battery 12 and
battery management system 10 may appear to be a single unit contained within the
battery housing 46. In another embodiment, as shown in Figure 11, the battery
management system 10 may be positioned within a battery housing 46 and coupled
to a battery charger 11 or a power source 36. In an embodiment shown in Figure
12, the battery management system 10 may be positioned within a battery housing
46 and coupled to an electrical system and vehicle charging system 50 positioned
within a vehicle 48. In another embodiment, as shown in Figure 13, the battery
management system 10 may be self-contained within a battery management system
housing 52 that mounts to the posts 15 of a battery 12. The battery management
system housing 52 may include posts 54 for connection to an electrical system of a
vehicle 48 and the like. In another embodiment, as shown in Figure 14, the battery
management system 10 may be self-contained within a battery management system
housing 52 that may be positioned remotely from a battery 12 and coupled to the
battery posts 15 via electrical wires and the like and may be coupled to a vehicle
charging system 50, battery charging system 11, power source 36 and the like. In
such configuration, the battery management system 10 may be wired in series to
both battery posts 15. In another embodiment, as shown in Figure 15, the battery
management system 10 may be self-contained within a battery management system
housing 52 that may be positioned remotely from a battery 12 and coupled to a
negative battery post 15 via an electrical wire or the like and may be coupled to a
vehicle charging system 50, battery charging system 11, power source 36 and the
like.

The battery management system 10 may be configured to monitor a number

of parameters. In particular, the battery management system 10 may be configured
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to measure input voltage independent of cell pack voltage and independent of
individual cell voltages. The battery management system 10 may be configured to
measure input current to the battery 12. Similarly, the battery management system
10 may be configured to measure output current from the battery 12. The battery
management system 10 may be configured to measure the state of charge of the
battery cells 13 and the cell pack forming the battery 12. The battery management
system 10 may be configured to measure resting voltage of the battery cells 13
while charging. In at least one embodiment, the battery management system 10
may accomplish this by removing the input charge momentarily and measuring the
resting voltage during this momentary removal of the input charge. The battery
management system 10 may compensate for temperature. If the battery 12 is
above a temperature threshold, i.e. too hot, then the battery management system 10
will stop the discharge current. If the battery 12 is below a temperature threshold,
i.e. too cold, then the battery management system 10 will stop the charge current.

In at least one embodiment, the battery management system 10 may be
configured to control current or voltage, or both, to each cell to prevent overcharging
and damage to the battery 12. The battery management system 10 may operate in
one of a plurality of modes including, but not limited to, a normal mode, an under
voltage protection mode and an over voltage protection mode, at any given time.
The battery management system 10 may be configured such that the battery 12 has
voltage present on the posts 15 of the battery 12. Such configuration enables
chargers and charging systems to work properly to charge the battery 12.

The battery management system 10 may include an under voltage protection
mode to protect one or more cells 13, or an entire battery 12 formed from a plurality
of cells 13 from losing tco much voltage. Unlike conventional technology, the
battery management system 10 can enable a voltage to be present across the poles
of a battery 12 when the battery 12 is in undervoltage protection mode to enable the
battery voltage to be monitored. As such, the battery management system 10 may
be configured to allow a battery’s voltage to be read while in under voltage

protection mode while limiting current flow. Additionally, the battery management

10
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system 10 may be configured to allow a minimum discharge current to operate
critical systems, such as, but not limited to the security system described herein.
The battery management system 10, a user or the like may adjust this minimal
current flow available when one or more battery cells 13 are in under voltage
protection mode, for example, during an emergency start in the engine start mode.
As such, the battery management system 10 may function such that a voltage
across the posts of a battery 12 may always be present, even in under voltage
protection mode. Under voltage protection mode may also automatically clear once
the battery charge is sufficient or may be cleared via direction from a user through a
wireless or other communications interface. Under voltage protection mode may
also automatically clear, such as being temporarily suspended, upon detection of an
engine start attempt discussed below.

The battery management system 10 may be designed to require no
calibration. The battery management system 10 may use one or more, or multiple,
voltage references as a direct comparison for under voltage protection and over
voltage protection. Under voltage protection mode occurs when the voltage of one
or more of the cells 13 is less than a threshold. The battery management system 10
may then open the discharge path preventing further discharging of the cells 13.
The threshold can be set at a point to prevent damage to the cells 13 or to allow
sufficient charge in the cells 13 for critical operations such as an engine start. Over
voltage protection mode occurs when the voltage of one or more of the cells 13 is
greater than a threshold. The battery management system 10 may open the
charging path preventing further charging of the cells 13. The threshold is set at a
point to prevent damage to the cells.

The battery management system 10 may include a controller 14, which in at
least one embodiment, may be, but it not limited to being, a microcontroller 14. The
controller 14 may be configured to control voltage via under and over voltage
protection modes and to charge each cell individually in a multicell battery 12. The
battery management system 10 may include precision voltage references for use as

a direct comparison for the under voltage protection mode and the over voltage
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protection mode. The controller 14 may be configured to sense whether an
individual cell voltage is equal to or greater than an over voltage protection mode
reference voltage. If the individual cell voltage is equal to or greater than the over
voltage protection reference voltage, then the controller 14 may place the individual
battery cell 13 or entire cell pack forming the battery 12 in over voltage protection
mode. In at least one embodiment, the controller 14 may place the individual battery
cell 13 or entire cell pack forming the battery 12 in over voltage protection mode via
opening a charging field effect transistor 24. The controller 14 may be configured
such that when the controller 14 senses that an individual cell voltage is equal to or
less than an under voltage protection mode reference voltage, the controller 14 may
place the individual battery cell 13 or entire cell pack forming the battery 12 in the
under voltage protection mode. In at least one embodiment, the controller 14 may
place the individual battery cell 13 or entire cell pack forming the battery 12 in the
under voltage protection mode via opening a discharging field effect transistor 26. In
at least one embodiment, the controller 14 is a microcontrollier or other appropriate
device.

A voltage regulator 16 may be used as the input for the cell charging circuit.
The voltage regulator 16 may filter input voltage ripple before it reaches the cells.
The voltage regulator 16 may be set to the charge voltage level. Setting the voltage
regulator 16 to the charge voltage level will allow maximum loading on the external
charging system. This loading models a lead acid or absorbent glass mat style
battery 12. The battery management system 10 uses the voltage regulator 16 as a
direct current voltage regulator to generate the power output power algorithm to
charge and maintain the batter cells 13 individually. The algorithm may be broken
into two main parts: constant current control mode and a constant voltage mode.
The constant voltage mode may be set by feedback resistors in the voltage reguiator
circuit. Constant current may be set by measuring the resting voltage of the battery
cells 13 and using variable feedback resistors to set a voltage higher than the
resting cell voltage. The difference is that in the set voltage versus the resting cell

voltage depends on the state of charge of the cells 13. A lower state of charge will
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require less difference between the set voltage and resting cell voltage. The
constant current mode voltage set point will be increased until the voltage reaches
the constant voltage limit of the charging algorithm. It is important to incrementally
increase the set point voltage in smaller increments when the state of charge is low
on the battery cells to prevent the battery management system 10 from going into an
over current protection mode in the regulator 16. The DC regulator 16 has a current
limit and increasing the set point voltage prematurely will cause the DC regulator 16
to go in an overload/shutdown mode or cause the regulator 16 to fail.

The voltage regulator 16 will have two operating modes: a constant current
mode and a constant voltage mode. In order to properly control the state of the
voltage regulator 16, there may be a feedback loop measuring the cell voltage and
the voltage regulator 16 adjust. The cell voltage will be measured with the discharge
field effect transistor open and the battery impedance emulator circuit engaged so
the external charging system will maintain the quieting load on the system; thereby,
maintaining the model of a lead acid or absorbent glass mat battery 12. The voltage
regulator 16 may be in constant current mode when the cell voltage is less than the
current voltage level. The microcontroller 14 may use an adjustable voltage
regulator 16 to maintain the maximum output of the voltage regulator 16 while in
constant current mode. Once the cell voltage reaches the charge level voltage, the
microcontrolier 14 will fix the reguiated voltage adjust entering constant voltage
mode and will remain in this mode until the cell voltage level drops below the charge
voltage level. Hysteresis may be added to ensure there is not an oscillation of the
states in the feedback loop. The voltage regulator 16 measures a cell voltage for a
single battery cell 13 independently of other battery cells 13 within the same battery
12.

Typical charging systems in vehicles have a wide variance of input charge
power. There often exists large fluctuations in current and voltage in these systems.
Voltages can range from 12 Volts direct current to greater than 20 Volts direct
current. The voltage regulator 16 may accept this wide range of input current and

voltages and output a consistent state for the battery cells to charge. As such, the
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voltage regulator 16 may regulate the input voltage and input current. This may
allow for longer cell life, longer battery life, longer battery pack life, and more
consistent performance.

The battery management system 10 may include a cell balancing system 28.
The cell balancing system 10 may be incorporated to maximize the life of the battery
cells. This may consist of a discharge resistor and a voltage monitor 18 on each
cell. The voltage monitor 18 may compare all four cells performance and activate
the discharge resistor if a cell is significantly higher in voltage than its counterparts.
The battery cells 13 may be discharged independently from each other within a
single battery 12 or multiple batteries 12.

The battery management system 10 may include a wired or wireless
communication system 30, as shown in Figures 3-5. In at least one embodiment,
the communication system 30 may be, but is not limited to being, a wireless module
20. In at least one embodiment, the communication system 30 may be configured to
communicate with an application to a user or others to monitor individual cell status,
cell pack status and other data, such as, but not limited to, state of charge of one or
more of the cells individually, state of charge of all of the cells forming a battery,
voltage of the cells, voltage of all of the cells forming a battery, temperature of the all
of the cells forming a battery, discharge current, charge current, number of charging
cycles on each cell, input voltage, temperature, whether the battery is in under
voltage protection mode, whether the battery is in over voltage protection mode,
discharging current and charging current, number of charging cycles, status of cell
balancing, determination of how close a voltage of each cell is to an average voltage
of all the cells. The communication system 30 may be configured for inter-battery
management system 10 communications to facilitate parallel and series battery
configurations. The communication system 30 may be configured to transmit alerts
to an application such as, but not limited to, under voltage protection mode, over
voltage protection mode. The communication system 30 may be configured to

receive commands from an application such as, but not limited to, enabling security
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features, disengaging under voltage protection. The communication system 30 may
be configured to enable discharging given proximity to an authorized mobile device.

The battery management system 10 may include an alert system 31
configured to indicate to a user various information. In at least one embodiment, the
alert system 31 may include one or more visual alerts, such as, but not limited to,
three light emitting diodes to indicate the battery 12 is powered, the communication
system 30 is operational, and an error light emitting diode indicating any
abnormalities. The alerts system 31 may communicate alerts to a user via visual
indicators physically attached to the system or via communications, such as through
the wireless communication system 30 to a user device 102, 111 and the like.

The battery management system 10 may also include an input system 34
configured to enable a user to input information into the system 10. In at least one
embodiment, the input system 34 may be formed from one or more input devices,
such as, but not limited to buttons, one to reset the communication system 30 and
one to reset the microcontroller 14. in at least one embodiment, the battery
management system 10 may be configured such that the input system 34 is a
device, such as, but not limited to a user device 102, 111, as shown in Figure 8,
which may be a computer, a laptop, a tablet device, a phablet, a server, a mobile
device, a smartphone, a smart watch, and/or any other type of computing device. A
user may communicate with the battery management system 10 via any appropriate
portal on the user device 102, 111, such as, but not limited to, a battery
management system application (app), other software programs and the like. The
battery management system 10 may communicate to a user in through a user
account, which the user may choose to view on any device, with alerts and other
notifications set forth herein. The user may communicate with the battery
management system 10 via the user account via any device. The user account may
be established on a system for use by the battery management system 10.

The battery management system 10 may include an engine start mode
enabling an engine to which a battery of the battery management system 10 is

attached, to be started. In at least one aspect of the engine start mode, the battery
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management system 10 may be configured to enable an emergency start function.
If the battery 12 is discharged to the under voltage protection threshold and a user
would like to reset the battery 12 to try and perform an engine start, the controller 14
will disengage the under voltage protection mode upon boot-up. This will allow the
user to perform a boot with input to the controlier 14 such as via a controller reset
button, which may be, but is not limited to being, positioned inline on a charging
cable, then immediately try an engine start before time expires on the engine start
mode and under voltage protection mode is activated. During use, when the battery
12 is discharged to an under voltage protection level, the battery management
system 10 engages the under voltage protection mode. In the under voltage
protection mode, the batter management system 10 prevents the battery from
discharging any voltage to protect the battery 12 from being completely discharged,
thereby preventing further battery discharge and thus also prevents actions such as
engine start. The controller 14 of the battery management system 10 may enable
an emergency start function by temporarily disengaging the under voltage protection
mode to create an engine start window in which the battery is permitted to
discharge, thereby enabling an engine start to be attempted during the engine start
window. The engine start window may be, but is not limited to being between two
seconds of time and five minutes of time. In another embodiment, the engine start
window may be, but is not limited to being between ten seconds of time and one
minute of time. The controller 14 may automatically disengage the under voltage
protection mode once the battery charge is sufficient.

A user may indicate the user's desire to try an emergency start on a vehicle,
such as, but not limited to a motorcycle, to which the battery management system
10 is attached. As such, the user may disengage the under voltage protection mode
via user input, such as, but not limited to, the user turning an ignition key on and off
a predetermined number of times, pushing an engine start button on and off a
predetermined number of times, via a user interface, such as, but not limited to, a
wireless device, such as an application on a cellular phone communicating via a

wireless interface, such as a radio frequency interface, or other such input. The
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under voltage protection mode may be disengaged through a wired, a wireless or
other type communications interface. In another embodiment, the controller 14 may
automatically disengage the under voltage protection mode upon detection of an
engine start attempt via use of the ignition key or ignition system.

The battery management system 10 may include a system control module
configured to maintain the integrity of an electrical system, such as a vehicle
electrical system, to which the battery management system 10 is attached when the
battery management system 10 is in an over voltage protection mode. In particular,
the system control module simulates a battery 12 so that the electrical system, such
as a vehicle electrical system, to which the battery management system 10 is
attached does not develop odd, explained errors and operating conditions when the
battery management system 10 is in an over voltage protection mode. The system
control module may emulate the battery’s impedance when measuring the voltage of
each cell. The system control module of the battery management system 10 may
include a battery impedance emulator 38 to stabilize the battery management
system 10 when in over voltage protection mode. During use, when one or more of
the battery cells 13 in a call pack forming a battery 12 reach or exceed an over
voltage protection level, the battery management system 10 may engage the over
voltage protection mode. Once engaged, the over voltage protection mode
disconnects the battery cells 13 from the loading battery management system 10.
This can cause the battery management system 10 to become unstable resulting in
electrical system failures, however, the battery impedance block 32 emulates the
load of a standard battery thereby maintaining the battery management system 10
stability and preventing system instability.

The battery management system 10 operates such that each impedance
block 32 emulates the battery 12, as shown in Figure 2. When an impedance block
32 reaches capacity, the impedance block 32 is switched out and a discharged
impedance block 32 switched in. The capacity of the impedance block 32 is
determined by measurements of the voltage on the input. Each impedance block 32

may be self-discharging. The number of impedance blocks 32 necessary depends
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on the discharge time of each impedance block 32 versus the characteristics of the
charging system to which the battery 12 is coupied.

The battery management system 10 may include a security system
configured to secure the battery 12 to prevent theft of a vehicle by securing the
battery 12. In at least one embodiment, the battery management system 10 may be
configured to prevent outflow of current and thereby prevent an engine start after the
security system has been activated. The security system may be activated
automatically by the controller 14 after a predetermined threshold has been met.
The security system may be activated by a user. The user may communicate with
the controller 14 via the communication system 30.

The battery management system 10 may include a smart charger detection
moduie configured to detect the presence of a smart charger attached to posts of a
battery 12. A smart charger is configured to only apply a charge when it detects a
voltage across the posts, also referred to as the battery terminals, of the battery 12.
If a smart charger doesn't sense voltage across the posts, then the smart charger
will not apply a charge. During use, the battery management system 10 may sense
that it is receiving an input charge. The battery management system 10 may
remove all battery cells 13 from supplying voltage to the battery posts. The battery
management system 10 then determines whether a charge remains at the battery
posts. If a charge remains, the battery management system 10 concludes that
conventional charger is attached to the battery 12. If the battery management
system 10 determines that no charge exists across the posts of the battery 12, the
battery management system 10 concludes that a smart charger is attached to the
battery 12.

The battery management system 10 may be configured such that at least two
different charging paths exist. In particular, the battery management system 10 may
have a charging path for a conventional charger in which a regulator exists. The
battery management system 10 may also include a charging path whereby a smart

charger is attached directly to posts of a battery 12. As such, the charging path for a
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smart charger is a direct path to the cell pack, battery 12, thereby allowing the smart
charger to manage charging.

The battery management system 10 may be configured for engine starts
applications. In particular, the battery management system 10 may be configured to
replace cell banks 12 with super capacitors or may be configured to be compatible
with a combination of cell banks and super capacitors allowing for high
instantaneous current draw events, such as, but not limited to engine starts. The
battery management system 10 may be configured to collect cells into pack banks,
which may allow one or more packs 12 to be discharged while the other packs 12
are being charged and thus always maintaining a load on the charging system. The
battery management system 10 may be configured to integrate leaming/filtering into
the software to customize the reserve charge set aside for engine starts. The
battery management system 10 may include a battery charging system 11 including
one or more power source connections. The battery charging system 11 may
include one or more voltage regulators per battery cell.

The battery management system 10 may include a voice control module. The
voice control module may enable input to be made by the battery management
system 10 to be controlled via voice commands. The battery management system
10 may be configured to be an intelligent system to learn the language and dialect of
the user. The battery management system 10 may be configured to be adjusted to
operate in any language configurable by a user. An example of a voice command
would be a user stating verbally “Security Enable”, which would enable the security
system described herein and limit the current flow out of the battery 12 to prevent an
engine start but allow the electronics to be powered. The battery management
system 10 may be configured such that the voice control module can be
incorporated in an embodiment in which the battery management system 10 is
embedded in the battery 12. The battery management system 10 could be included
within a combo charger/jump-pack. A speaker 40, microphone 42 and amplifier 44,
as shown in Figure 15, may be included to enable the voice control module. In at

least one embodiment, the battery management system 10 includes a command set
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of words that a user could use verbally to control various aspects of the battery
management system 10. in at least one embodiment, the battery management
system 10 may be in communication with a remote server system, such as, but not
limited to an Amazon Web Services and the like, via the wireless communication
system 30 to enable the voice control module to operate on a greater range of
commands. For instance, more CPU power would be available on Amazon Web
Services servers which would allow for wider range of voice input.

As shown in Figures 8 and 9, the battery management system 10 may include
a wireless communication system 30 enabling analysis and review of the data of the
battery management system 10 to take place anywhere desired. The system 10
may be configured to be accessible via systems such as, but not limited to, machine
learning services, data and content services, computing applications and services,
cloud computing services, internet services, satellite services, telephone services,
software as a service (SaaS) applications and services, mobile applications and
services, platform as a service (PaaS) applications and services, web services,
client servers, and any other computing applications and services. The system 10
may include a first user 101, who may utilize a first user device 102 to access data,
content, and applications, or to perform a variety of other tasks and functions. As an
example, the first user 101 may utilize first user device 102 to access an application
(e.g. a browser or a mobile application) executing on the first user device 102 that
may be utilized to access web pages, data, and content associated with the system
10. The system 10 may include any number of users.

The battery management system 10 may be configured to use the wireless
communication system 30 o enable a user to communicate with the battery
management system 10. The battery management system 10 may include one or
more wireless modules 20, which may be fashioned as a hubs to communicate
wirelessly to the wireless communication system 30. The hub 20 could bein a
charger with a WiFi connection and, through the wireless communication system 30,
connect to tire pressure monitors, battery monitors, OBD data ports, and the like.

The hub 20 could connect through a user's WiFi network to a servers of a battery
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management system provider. The hub 20 could also be connected to servers of a
battery management system provider via the wireless communication system 30
described herein. A user may monitor the status of connected sensors through any
connection to the battery management system 10, such as, but not limited to, a
mobile app, a web-based portal and other devices described herein. A user may
also control the battery management system 10 and such features as stopping a
battery charger, enabling a security feature and the like. The command of the
battery management system 10 may be either for an individual consumer or for fleet
management. The battery management system 10 may be monitored via the
wireless communication system 30 to via home speakers such as Amazon’s Alexa.
The battery management system 10 may include an alert system to generate and
send alerts to a user such as, but not limited to, “Low Battery Warning”, “Low Tire
Pressure Warning”, *Vehicle Is Moving", “Temperature Warning”, and the like. A
user may also issue verbal commands such as “Charge My Battery” and the like that
could be received via a microphone in close proximity to the user and transmitted via
the wireless communication system 30 to the battery management system 10.

In at least one embodiment, the wireless communication system 30, as shown
in Figures 8 and 9 may include a first user device 102 utilized by the first user 101
may include a memory 103 that includes instructions, and a processor 104 that
executes the instructions from the memory 103 to perform the various operations
that are performed by the first user device 102. In certain embodiments, the
processor 104 may be hardware, software, or a combination thereof. The first user
device 102 may also include an interface 105 (e.g. screen, monitor, graphical user
interface, etc.) that may enable the first user 101 to interact with various applications
executing on the first user device 102, to interact with various applications executing
within the system 10, and to interact with the system 10 itself. In certain
embodiments, the first user device 102 may include components that provide non-
visual outputs. For example, the first user device 102 may include speakers, haptic
components, tactile components, or other components, which may be utilized to

generate non-visual outputs that may be perceived and/or experienced by the first
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user 101. In certain embodiments, the first user device 102 may be configured to
not include interface 105. In certain embodiments, the first user device 102 may be
a computer, a laptop, a tablet device, a phablet, a server, a mobile device, a
smartphone, a smart watch, and/or any other type of computing device.
Nustratively, the first user device 102 is shown as a mobile device in Figure 8.

In addition to the first user 101, the system 10 may include a second user
110, who may utilize a second user device 111 to access data, content, and
applications, or to perform a variety of other tasks and functions. As with the first
user 101, in certain embodiments, the second user 110 may be any type of user that
may review data from the system 10. Much like the first user 101, the second user
110 may utilize second user device 111 to access an application (e.g. a browser or a
mobile application) executing on the second user device 111 that may be utilized to
access web pages, data, and content associated with the system 10. The second
user device 111 may include a memory 112 that includes instructions, and a
processor 113 that executes the instructions from the memory 112 to perform the
various operations that are performed by the second user device 111. In certain
embodiments, the processor 113 may be hardware, software, or a combination
thereof. The second user device 111 may also include an interface 114 (e.g. a
screen, a monitor, a graphical user interface, etc.) that may enable the second user
110 to interact with various applications executing on the second user device 111, to
interact with various applications executing in the system 10, and to interact with the
system 10. In certain embodiments, the second user device 111 may be a
computer, a laptop, a tablet device, a phablet, a server, a maobile device, a
smartphone, a smart watch, and/or any other type of computing device.
Hustratively, the second user device 111 may be a computing device in Figure 1.
The second user device 111 may also include any of the componentry described for
first user device 102.

In certain embodiments, the first user device 102 and the second user device
111 may have any number of software applications and/or application services

stored and/or accessible thereon. In certain embodiments, the software applications
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and services may include one or more graphical user interfaces so as to enable the
first and second users 101, 110 to readily interact with the software applications.
The software applications and services may also be utilized by the first and second
users 101, 110 to interact with any device in the system 10, any network in the
system 10, or any combination thereof.

The system 10 may also include a communications network 135. The
communications network 135 of the system 10 may be configured to link each of the
devices in the system 10 to one another. For example, the communications network
135 may be utilized by the first user device 102 to connect with other devices within
or outside communications network 135. Additionally, the communications network
135 may be configured to transmit, generate, and receive any information and data
traversing the system 10. In certain embodiments, the communications network 135
may include any number of servers, databases, or other componentry, and may be
controlied by a service provider. The communications network 135 may also include
and be connected to a cloud-computing network, a phone network, a wireless
network, an Ethernet network, a satellite network, a broadband network, a cellular
network, a private network, a cable network, the Internet, an internet protocol
network, a content distribution network, a virtual private network, any network, or
any combination thereof. lHustratively, server 140 and server 150 are shown as
being included within communications network 135.

Notably, the functionality of the system 10 may be supported and executed by
using any combination of the servers 140, 150, and 160. The servers 140, and 150
may reside in communications network 135, however, in certain embodiments, the
servers 140, 150 may reside outside communications network 135. The servers 140
and 150 may be utilized to perform the various operations and functions provided by
the system 10, such as those requested by applications executing on the first and
second user devices 102, 111. In certain embodiments, the server 140 may include
a memory 141 that includes instructions, and a processor 142 that executes the
instructions from the memory 141 to perform various operations that are performed

by the server 140. The processor 142 may be hardware, software, or a combination

23

NOCO Exhibit 2005
ADC v. NOCO
IPR2024-00671
Page 1530



WO 2021/242833 PCT/US2021/034211

thereof. Similarly, the server 150 may include a memeory 151 that includes
instructions, and a processor 152 that executes the instructions from the memory
151 to perform the various operations that are performed by the server 150. In
certain embodiments, the servers 140, 150, and 160 may be network servers,
routers, gateways, switches, media distribution hubs, signal fransfer points, service
control points, service switching points, firewalls, routers, edge devices, nodes,
computers, mobile devices, or any other suitable computing device, or any
combination thereof. In certain embodiments, the servers 140, 150 may be
communicatively linked to the communications network 135, any network, any
device in the system 10, or any combination thereof.

The database 155 of the system 10 may be utilized to store and relay
information that traverses the system 10, cache information and/or content that
traverses the system 10, store data about each of the devices in the system 10, and
perform any other typical functions of a database. In certain embodiments, the
database 155 may store the output from any operation performed by the system 10,
operations performed and output generated by the first and second user devices
102, 111, the servers 140, 150, 160, or any combination thereof. In certain
embodiments, the database 155 may store a record of any and all information
obtained from any data sources utilized by the system 10 to facilitate the operative
functions of the system 10 and its components, store any information and data
obtained from the internal and external data sources 201, 202, store the
agglomerated models 208, store outpuis generated by an application under
evaluation 230, store feedback received from the first and second users 101, 110
and/or the first and second user devices 102, 111, store inputs entered into or
utilized to interact with the application under evaluation 230, store software code 245
generated by the system 10, store reports 242 generated by the system 10, store
analyses 243 generated by the system 10, store test results 246 generated by the
system 10, store test data 247, store media training videos and media content, store
any information generated and/or received by the system 10, any other data

traversing the system 10, or any combination thereof. In certain embodiments, the
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database 155 may be connected to or reside within the communications network
135, any other network, or a combination thereof. In certain embodiments, the
database 155 may serve as a central repository for any information associated with
any of the devices and information associated with the system 10. Furthermore, the
database 155 may include a processor and memory or be connected to a processor
and memory to perform the various operations associated with the database 155. In
certain embodiments, the database 155 may be connected to the servers 140, 150,
160, the first user device 102, the second user device 111, any devices in the
system 10, any other device, any network, or any combination thereof.

The database 155 may also store information obtained from the system 10,
store information associated with the first and second users 101, 110, store location
information for the first and second user devices 102, 111 and/or first and second
users 101, 110, store user profiles associated with the first and second users 101,
110, store device profiles associated with any device in the system 10, store
communications traversing the system 10, store user preferences, store
demographic information for the first and second users 101, 110, store information
associated with any device or signal in the system 10, store information relating to
usage of applications accessed by the first and second user devices 102, 111, store
any information obtained from any of the networks in the system 10, store historical
data associated with the first and second users 101, 110, store device
characteristics, store information relating to any devices associated with the first and
second users 101, 110, or any combination thereof. The user profiles may include
any type of information associated with an individual (e.qg. first user 101 and/or
second user 110), such as, but not limited to a username, a password, contact
information, demographic information, psychographic information, an identification of
applications used or associated with the individual, any attributes of the individual,
any other information, or a combination thereof. Device profiles may include any
type of information associated with a device, such as, but not limited to, operating

system information, hardware specifications, information about each component of
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the device (e.g. sensors, processors, memories, batteries, etc.), attributes of the
device, any other information, or a combination thereof.

In certain embodiments, the database 155 may store algorithms facilitating
the operation of the system 10 itself, any software application utilized by the system
10, or any combination thereof. In certain embodiments, the database 155 may be
configured to store any information generated and/or processed by the system 10,
store any of the information disclosed for any of the operations and functions
disclosed for the system 10 herewith, store any information traversing the system
10, or any combination thereof. Furthermore, the database 155 may be configured
to process queries sent to it by any device in the system 10.

In certain embodiments, the system 10 may communicate and/or interact with
an external network 165. In certain embodiments, the external network 165 may
include any number of servers, databases, or other componentry, and, in certain
embodiments, may be controlled by a service provider. The external network 165
may also include and be connected to a cloud-computing network, a phone network,
a wireless network, an Ethernet network, a satellite network, a broadband network, a
cellular network, a private network, a cable network, the Internet, an internet protocol
network, a content distribution network, a virtual private network, any network, or
any combination thereof.

The system 10 may also include a software application or program, which
may be configured to perform and support the operative functions of the system 10.
In certain embodiments, the application may be a software program, a website, a
mobile application, a software application, a software process, or a combination
thereof, which may be made accessible to users utilizing one or more computing
devices, such as first user device 102 and second user device 111. The application
of the system 10 may be accessible via an internet connection established with a
browser program executing on the first or second user devices 102, 111, a mobile
application executing on the first or second user devices 102, 111, or through other
suitable means. Additionally, the application may allow users and computing

devices to create accounts with the application and sign-in to the created accounts
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with authenticating username and password log-in combinations. In certain
embodiments, the software application may execute directly as an instalied program
on the first and/or second user devices 102, 111, such as a mobile application or a
desktop application. In certain embodiments, the software application may execute
directly on any combination of the servers 140, 150, 160.

The software application may include multiple programs and/or functions that
execute within the software application and/or are accessible by the software
application. For example, the software application may include an application that
generates web content and pages that may be accessible to the first and/or second
user devices 102, 111, any type of program, or any combination thereof.

Notably, in certain embodiments, various functions and features of the system
10 may operate without human intervention and may be conducted entirely by
computing devices, robots, programs, and/or processes. For example, in certain
embodiments, multiple computing devices may interact with devices of the system
10 to provide the functionality supported by the system 10.

Referring now also to Figure 18, at least a portion of the methodologies and
techniques described with respect to the exemplary embodiments of the system 10
can incorporate a machine, such as, but not limited to, computer system 1000, or
other computing device within which a set of instructions, when executed, may
cause the machine to perform any one or more of the methodologies or functions
discussed above. The machine may be configured to facilitate various operations
conducted by the system 10. For example, the machine may be configured to, but is
not limited to, assist the system 10 by providing processing power to assist with
processing loads experienced in the system 10, by providing storage capacity for
storing instructions or data traversing the system 10, or by assisting with any other
operations conducted by or within the system 10.

In some embodiments, the machine may operate as a standalone device. In
some embodiments, the machine may be connected (e.g., using communications
network 135, another network, or a combination thereof) to and assist with

operations performed by other machines and systems, such as, but not limited to,
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the first user device 102, the second user device 111, the server 140, the server
150, the database 155, the server 160, or any combination thereof. The machine
may assist with operations performed by other component in the system, any
programs in the system, or any combination thereof. The machine may be
connected with any component in the system 10. In a networked deployment, the
machine may operate in the capacity of a server or a client user machine in a
server-client user network environment, or as a peer machine in a peer-to-peer (or
distributed) network environment. The machine may comprise a server computer, a
client user computer, a personal computer (PC), a tablet PC, a laptop computer, a
desktop computer, a control system, a network router, switch or bridge, or any
machine capable of executing a set of instructions (sequential or otherwise) that
specify actions to be taken by that machine. Further, while a single machine is
illustrated, the term “machine” shall also be taken to include any collection of
machines that individually or jointly execute a set (or multiple sets) of instructions to
perform any one or more of the methodologies discussed herein.

The computer system 1000 may include a processor 62 (e.g., a central
processing unit (CPU), a graphics processing unit (GPU, or both), a main memory
1004 and a static memory 1006, which communicate with each other via a bus
1008. The computer system 100 may further include a video display unit 1010,
which may be, but is not limited to, a liquid crystal display (LCD), a flat panel, a solid
state display, or a cathode ray tube (CRT). The computer system 100 may include
an input device 1012, such as, but not limited to, a keyboard, a cursor control device
1014, such as, but not limited to, a mouse, a disk drive unit 1016, a signal
generation device 1018, such as, but not limited to, a speaker or remote control, and
a network interface device 1020.

The disk drive unit 1016 may include a machine-readable medium 1022 on
which is stored one or more sets of instructions 1024, such as, but not limited to,
software embodying any one or more of the methodologies or functions described
herein, including those methods illustrated above. The instructions 1024 may also

reside, completely or at least partially, within the main memory 1004, the static
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memory 1006, or within the processor 62, or a combination thereof, during execution
thereof by the computer system 100. The main memory 1004 and the processor 62
also may constitute machine-readable media.

Dedicated hardware implementations including, but not limited to, application
specific integrated circuits, programmable logic arrays and other hardware devices
can likewise be constructed to implement the methods described herein.
Applications that may include the apparatus and systems of various embodiments
broadly include a variety of electronic and computer systems. Some embodiments
implement functions in two or more specific interconnected hardware modules or
devices with related control and data signals communicated between and through
the modules, or as portions of an application-specific integrated circuit. Thus, the
example system is applicable to software, firmware, and hardware implementations.

In accordance with various embodiments of the present disclosure, the
methods described herein are intended for operation as software programs running
on a computer processor. Furthermore, software implementations may include, but
are not limited to, distributed processing or component/object distributed processing,
parallel processing, or virtual machine processing can also be constructed to
implement the methods described herein.

The present disclosure contemplates a machine-readable medium 1022
containing instructions 1024 so that a device connected to the communications
network 135, another network, or a combination thereof, can send or receive voice,
video or data, and communicate over the communications network 135, another
network, or a combination thereof, using the instructions. The instructions 1024 may
further be transmitted or received over the communications network 135, another
network, or a combination thereof, via the network interface device 1020.

While the machine-readable medium 1022 is shown in an example
embodiment to be a single medium, the term "machine-readable medium” should be
taken to include a single medium or multiple media (e.g., a centralized or distributed
database, and/or associated caches and servers) that store the one or more sets of

instructions. The term "machine-readable medium" shall also be taken to include
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any medium that is capable of storing, encoding or carrying a set of instructions for
execution by the machine and that causes the machine to perform any one or more
of the methodologies of the present disclosure.

{18 1]

The terms "machine-readable medium,” "machine-readable device," or
"computer-readable device" shall accordingly be taken to include, but not be limited
to: memory devices, solid-state memories such as a memory card or other package
that houses one or more read-only (non-volatile) memories, random access
memories, or other re-writable (volatile) memories; magneto-opticatl or optical
medium such as a disk or tape; or other self-contained information archive or set of
archives is considered a distribution medium equivalent to a tangible storage
medium. The "machine-readable medium," "machine-readable device," or
"computer-readable device” may be non-transitory, and, in certain embodiments,
may not include a wave or signal per se. Accordingly, the disclosure is considered
to include any one or more of a machine-readable medium or a distribution medium,
as listed herein and including art-recognized equivalents and successor media, in
which the software implementations herein are stored.

The foregoing is provided for purposes of illustrating, explaining, and
describing embodiments of this invention. Modifications and adaptations to these
embodiments will be apparent to those skilled in the art and may be made without

departing from the scope or spirit of this invention.
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CLAIMS

We claim:

1. A battery management system for a battery, comprising:
a controller configured to be coupled to a muiticell battery;
wherein the controller is configured to control charging and discharge of each

cell individually of the multicell battery.

2. The battery management system of claim 1, wherein the controller is a

microcontrolier.

3. The battery management system of claim 1, wherein the controller is
configured to determine whether an individual cell voltage is equal to or greater than
an over voltage protection reference voltage and, if the individual cell voltage is
equal to or greater than the over voltage protection reference voltage, then the

controller places that individual cell into an over voltage protection mode.

4, The battery management system of claim 1, wherein the controller is
configured to determine whether an individual cell voltage is equal to or less than an
under voltage protection reference voltage, and, if the individual cell voltage is equal
to or less than the under voltage protection reference voltage, then the controller

places that individual cell into an under voltage protection mode.

5. The battery management system of claim 1, wherein the controller
includes a system control module configured to maintain the integrity of an electrical
system to which the battery management system is attached when the battery

management system is in an over voltage protection mode.
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6. The battery management system of claim 5, wherein the system control
moduie comprises a discharge field effect transistor and a battery impedance
emulator circuit, wherein cell voltage is measured with the discharge field effect

transistor open and the battery impedance emulator circuit engaged, thereby

maintaining a quieting load on the external charging system, which models a battery.

7. The battery management system of claim 1, wherein the controller
includes a smart charger detection module configured to detect the presence of a
smart charger attached directly to a battery and enable a smart charge to charge the

multicell battery.

8. The battery management system of claim 1, wherein the controller

includes an alert system configured to generate alerts.

9. The battery management system of claim 1, further comprising a

battery charging system comprising at least one voltage regulator per battery cell.

10.  The battery management system of claim 1, further comprising a
voltage regulator for input for the cell charging circuit to filter out input voltage ripple

from a charge before the charge reaches the cells of the muiticell battery.

11.  The battery management system of claim 10, wherein the voltage
regulator is set to a charge voltage level, thereby allowing maximum loading on the

external charging system.
12.  The battery management system of claim 10, wherein the voltage

regulator has operating modes include a constant current mode and a constant

voltage mode.
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13. The battery management system of claim 10, wherein the voltage
regulator is in constant current mode when the cell voltage is less than the current

voltage level.

14.  The battery management system of claim 10, further comprising a

feedback loop measuring cell voltage to control a state of the regulator.

15.  The battery management system of claim 14, wherein the controller

implements hysteresis to prevent an oscillation of states in the feedback loop.

16.  The battery management system of claim 10, wherein the controller
includes an adjustable voltage regulator to maintain maximum output of applied

voltage while in constant current mode.

17.  The battery management system of claim 10, wherein once cell voltage
reaches a charge level voltage, the controller fixes a regulated voltage adjust
entering constant voltage mode and remains in this mode until cell voltage level

drops below the charge voltage level.

18.  The battery management system of claim 10, wherein the voltage
regulator is configured to accept input voltage within a range between 12 Volts direct

current and 20 Volts direct current.

19.  The battery management system of claim 1, further comprising a cell
balancing system configured to compare individual cell performance and adjust

individual cells with voltages misaligned from target voltages.

20.  The battery management system of claim 19, wherein the cell
balancing system comprises at least one discharge resistor and at least one voltage

monitor on cells individually.
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21.  The battery management system of claim 1, further comprising a
wireless communication system enabling the battery management system to

communicate with remote devices to transmit data regarding at least one cell.

22. The battery management system of claim 1, further comprising an input
system configured to receive input to control aspects of the battery management

system.

23. The battery management system of claim 1, wherein the controller
includes an engine start mode in which the controller enables a user to attempt an
engine start of a vehicle to which the battery management system is attached even
when one or more of the cells is in under voltage protection mode by temporarily
suspending the under voltage protection mode to create an engine start window,

thereby enabling an engine start to be attempted during the engine start window.

24. The battery management system of claim 1, further comprising a voice
control module to enable input to the battery management system be made via voice

commands.
25. The battery management system of claim 1, further comprising a

security system configured to secure the battery to prevent theft of a vehicle to

which the battery is attached by preventing outflow of current from the battery.
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