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cocci; chemoorganotrophic organisms with respiratory or ler-
mentative metabolism. | jmi-kri-kiik'sds-2,g |

microcode [comput scif A code that employs microin-
structions; not ordinarily used in programming. { 'mi
kro, kad |

microcomputer [computscr] 1. A digital computer whose
central processing unit resides on a single semiconductor inte-
gtated circuit chip, a microprocessor. 2. An electronic device,
typically consisting of a microprocessor central processing unit,
semiconductor memory (RAM), graphics display, and key-
hoard.  Typical configurations also include a hard disk for
persistent memory, a compact disk drive, a disk drive which
allows removable disks to be used to move data in and out of
the machine, and a pointing device.  { jmi-krd-kam'pyiid-ar }

microcomputer development system [COMPUT sci] A
complete microcomputer system that is used to test bath the
software and hardware of other microcomputer-based systems.
| 'm1-kro-kam'pyiid-ar di'vel-op'mant sis-tam |

microconsumer See decomposer. | jmi-krd-kon'sii-mar |
microcontroller [ELECTR] A microcomputer. microproces-
sor, or other equipment used for precise process control in
data handling, communication, and manufacturing.  { jmitkrde
kan'trol-ar |

microcopy [Grarpmics] A photographic reproduction that is
too small to be read without magnification, | 'mi*krd kip-e |
microcoquina [PETR] A clastic limestone composed wholly
or partially of cemented sand-size particles of shell detritus,
| 'mikro-ka'ke-na |

Microcotyloidea [mvv zoo] A superfamily of ectoparasitic
trematodes in the subclass Monogenea. | jmi-kro kid-al'oid:
o}

microcoulomb  [pLEc] A unit of electric charge equal ©
one-millionth of a coulomb. Abbreviaed wpC. | imm
kro'ki, lim

microcrack See microfissure. | 'mi-kro krak |
microcrystalline [crystar] Compased of or contaning
crystals that are visible only under the microscope. | imi+
krd'krist-al-an }

microcrystallinewax [MATER| A petroleum wax containing
small, indistinct crystals, and having a higher molecular weight,
melting point, and viscosity than paraffin wax; used in lami-
nated paper and electrical coil coating. | {mikro'krist-al-an
‘'waks |

Microcyprini  [verT zoo] The equivalent name for Cyprin-

odontiformes.  { ,mi‘krd-sa'pré,né |
microcyst [MED] A very small cyst.  { 'mikrasist }
microcyte [MeED] A red blood cell whose diameter or mean

corpuscular volume or both are more than two standard devia-
tions below the normal mean.  Also known as micraerythro-
cyte. | 'mi-krasit |

microcythemia [Mep] Blood characterized by the presence
of small red blood cells, | jmi-keo-si'thé:me:a |

microcytic anemia [vED]  Any form of anemia in which
small erythrocytes oceur in the blood. [ jmi-krajsid-ik a'ne:
me-a |

microcytosis [MED] A blood disurder claacterized by a
preponderance of microcyies. | Jmikra-si'to-sas |

microdactyly [MED] A condition of abnormal smallness of
fingers or toes. | mi-krd'dak-ta-le |

microdensitometer [specT] A high-sensitivity densitome-
ter used in spectroscopy to detect spectrum lines too faint on
anegative to be seen by the humaneye. | jmi-krd,den-sa'tim-
ad-ar |

microdiagnostic program [compPuT sci] A microprogram
that tests a specific hardware component, such a5 a bus or store
location, for faults. { !mi-kid,di-ag'nis-tik 'pro-gram |
microdialysis [analy cHEM| A technique for sampling bio-
logical systems in which a short length of hollow-fiber dialysis
membrane is implanted into any tissue or fluid compartment,
andd through which compounds in the extracellular fluid are
collected for subsequent analysis. | mi-kro-di'al-a-sas |
microdiffusiometer [EnG| A type of diffusiometer in which
diffusion is measured over microscopic distances, greatly
reducing the time required for the measurement and the effects
of vibration and temperature changes. [ mi-krd-da'fyiiz-ar |
microdisk [comeut sci] A small floppy disk with a diame-
ter between 3 and 4 inches (7 and 10 centimeters). Also
known as microfloppy disk, [ 'mi-kro,disk |

microdisk laser [orTics] A very small semiconductor laser

mig rofigh

that consists of a quantum well structure formed into
such that total internal reflection of photons traveljp, i
the perimeter of the disk results in high-Q Whispeﬁng
resonances. | 'mi-kro,disk (l@-zor |
microdissection [giol] Dissection under g Micrg,
{ imi-kro-di'sek-shan |
Microdomatacea [PALEON] An extinct superfamily
tropod mollusks in the order Aspidobranchia. | iy
ma'tas-ga | :
microearthquake [GEoPHYS] An earthquake wigy a i
intensity, usually less than 3 on the Richter scale,  Afso oyt
as microquake,  ( mr-kro'arth kwik |
microelectrode  [ENG] 1. In biological research, gy g
trode with a microscopic tip dimension that may he |
adjacent to or inside a cell for the purpose of recordj
electric potentials of single cells, passing electrical cupgg,
injecting electrically charged substances into the cell,
physical chemistry, a minute electrode used to perform g
ysis of small quantities of material. [ ,mi-keo-i'lek trog.
microelectrolysis [PHYS cHEM]  Electrolysis of smaj|
tities of material. [ jmi-kro-i lek'tril-a-sas |
micro-electro-mechanical system [ENG] A sys
which micromechanisms are coupled with microelactey
most commonly fabricated as microsensors or microacy
Abbreviated MEMS. Also known as microsystem, |
kro-i, lek-tra-ma'kan-a-kal sis-tam }
microelectronic circuitry See microcireuitry.
'triinik 'sar-kacté |
microelectronics  [ELECTR|  The technology of consirug
circuits and devices in extremely small packages by
techniques.  Also known as microminialurization; micrg
tem electronics. | jmiked:i lek'triin-iks |
microelectrophoresis [AnaLy criem]  Direct micro
observation and measurement of the velocity of migra
ions or other charged bodies through a solution toward o
sitely charged electrodes.  Also known as optical cyl
ometry, | jmi-krdei lek-tra-fa'ré-sas |
microelement [eLecTR]  Resistor,  capacitor,  tra
diode, inductor, transformer, or other electronic ele
combination of elements mounted on a ceramic wafer ()
centimeter thick and about (.75 centimeter square; indivi
microelements are stacked, interconnected, and potted o
micromodules. [IND BNG]  An element of a waork
whose time span is too short to be observed by the
eye, | jmikro'el-a-mant |
microemulsion [MATER] A thermodynamically stablé
persion of two immiscible liquids, stabilized by surfac
is typically clear because the dispersed droplets are 151
100 nanometers in diameter, | 'mi-kro-i'mal-shan]
microemulsion flooding See micellar flooding. [ i0FHS
i'mal-shan ‘flad-in |
microencapsulation [cHEM ENc]  Enclosing of malerts
capsules from well below | micrometer 1o aver 2000 mieHE
ters in diameter. | 'mi-keb-in kap-sa'la-shan |
microencephaly See micrencephaly, [ imiko-en'sel 28
microengineering [EnG] The design and productits
small, three-dimensional objects, usually for mianufactifs
high volumes at low cost. | ;mi-keg,en-ja'nirig |
microenvironment [Ecoi|  The specific environmél e
tors in 4 microhabitat. | imi-kid-in'vi-arn-mant | i
microerythrocyte See microcyte. | Imi-krdya'rith 13
microevolution [EvoL] 1. Evolutionary processes
from the aceumulation of minor changes over a relative
period of time; evolutionary changes due to gene
2. Evolution of species. | Im-kid,ev-a'livshan 10
micrafabrication [enc] The technology of fub
microsystems from silicon wafers, using standard Sl?““
tor process technologies in combination with spect
oped processes. | jmi-kid,fab-ra'ka-shan }
microfacies [peTrR] The composition, features
ance of o rack or mineral in thin section under the M
| jmi-kro'fa-shéz |
microfarad [ELEC] A unit of capacitance equd
lionth of a farad.  Abbreviated pF. { hmi-kro'far
microfauna [ecow] Microscopic animals such &5 55
and nematodes. | 'mivkra,fon-a |
microfibril  [cELLMOL]  The submicroscopic unil of
scopic cellular fiber. | jmi-kro'fi-bral | ¢
microfiche [Graprics] A microfilm card or 8
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