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MING‐TAO	YANG	
650.849.6783 

Ming.Yang@finnegan.com 

March 8, 2024 

James J. Lukas, Jr. VIA	EMAIL 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 
77 West Wacker Drive 
Suite 3100 
Chicago, IL 60601 
lukasj@gtlaw.com  

Re: Anderson	Power	Prods.	v.	BizLink	Technology	et	al., 
NDCA Case No. 3:23-cv-05436—Noninfringement & Invalidity of USPN 
8,808,017 

Dear Mr. Lukas: 

We received no response from you to our letter dated December 22, 2023 regarding 
the non-infringement of the accused BizLink products as well as the clear invalidity of the 
asserted Anderson claims in light of several invalidating references, including U.S. Patent 
No. 8,182,278, U.S. Patent No. 3,648,219, and Anderson’s own Saf-D-Grid connectors. 

To follow up on our letter, we reiterate the unrefuted facts that Anderson’s 
infringement assertion lacks any basis, and that Anderson’s own reading of claim 1 renders 
the asserted ’017 patent claims invalid by the anticipating prior art. BizLink, therefore, 
requests Anderson’s voluntary dismissal of its action. However, if no dismissal or 
resolution occurs, BizLink is prepared to seek invalidation of Anderson’s patent claims and 
seek the fees and costs incurred for having to respond to Anderson’s unfounded assertions.  

In addition to the invalid grounds BizLink identified in the letter dated December 
22, 2023, many more prior art references similarly demonstrate that Anderson’s patent 
claims are invalid and are unlikely to survive invalidity challenges. As examples, these 
invalidating prior art references include Winkler, U.S. Patent No. 2,838,739; Davis, U.S. 
Patent No. 5,785,557; Kataoka, U.S. Patent No. 8,182,278; and Wu, U.S. Patent No. 
6,585,536. 

Taking the ’739 patent as a non-exclusive example, it discloses Anderson’s claimed 
invention. Fig. 2, as reproduced below (annotated in color), and related descriptions 
anticipates the claims of the ’739 patent. 
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Specifically, the ’739 patent, including Figures 1-4, discloses a pair of electrical 
connectors (e.g., connectors 10, 12), including a first connector (e.g., connector 10) having a 
first insulating housing, and a first electrical contact (e.g., contact members 22, 24). As 
shown in FIGs. 1 and 2, the contact members 22, 24 have a connecting surface (e.g., 
elongated flat portion 32) that is substantially parallel with a longitudinal axis of the 
insulating housing and terminates in a leading end of the contact members 22, 24. A second 
connector (e.g., connector 12) has a second insulating housing and a second electrical 
contact (e.g., contact members 22, 24) supported within the second insulating housing. The 
’739 patent further discloses a first insulating barrier within the connector 10 extending 
beyond and covering the leading end of the contact members 22, 24, and a second 
insulating barrier extending beyond the contact members 22, 24 within the connector 12. 

 

Figure 1 of the ’739 patent 
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Annotated Figure 2 of the ’739 patent 

As shown in Figure 2 of the ’739 patent, the contact members in the connector is 
configured to laterally engage with the elongated flat portion 32 of the contact members in 
the connector when it is mated with another connector. The protrusion of the second 
insulating member is configured to be in close proximity with the first insulating member 
when the connectors are partially disconnected and the first and second electrical contacts 
are separated by a short distance, thereby blocking substantially all through-air arcing 
paths between the contact members in connectors. 

The ’739 patent teaches all limitations of claim 1 of the ’017 patent, including “the	
second	insulating	barrier	being	configured	so	as	to	be	in	close	proximity	with	the	first	
insulating	barrier when the first and second connectors are partially disconnected and the 
first and second electrical contacts are separated by a short distance, thereby	blocking	
substantially	all	through‐air	arcing	paths	between	the	first	and	second	electrical	contacts.”  

The other identified prior art references similarly anticipate claim 1 and anticipate 
the other claims or render them obvious. The lack of any infringement aside, the clearly 
anticipating or invalidating disclosures of the prior art references identified in our 
December 22, 2023, letter and in this letter further demonstrate that Anderson should not 
continue this litigation. Continuing this action with no plausible infringement basis and 
with the demonstrated invalidity of Anderson’s asserted patent makes this case exceptional 
under 35 U.S.C. § 285.  

Please let us know by March 18, 2024, if Anderson will dismiss its action or will 
propose other resolutions,. If no resolution is reached, BizLink will proceed with taking 
actions to invalidate the ’017 patent. 
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With Best Regards, 
 
 
Ming-Tao Yang 

MTY/jet 
Enclosures:   U.S. Patent Nos. 2,838,739, 5,785,557, 8,182,278, and 6,585,536. 
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