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11/22/24, 3:53 PM 

< response 

Dictionary 

response noun 

re·sponse ( ri-'span(t)s ~>)) 

Synonyms of response > 

1 : an act of responding 

Response Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster 

Thesaurus 

2 : something constituting a reply or a reaction: such as 

X 

a : a verse, phrase, or word sung or said by the people or choir after or in reply to the 

officiant in a liturgical service 

b : the activity or inhibition of previous activity of an organism or any of its parts 

resulting from stimulation 

c : the output of a transducer or detecting device resulting from a given input 

answer 

reply 

reaction 

take 

See all Synonyms & Antonyms in Thesaurus > 

Choose the Right Synonym for response 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/response 

.. 
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11/22/24, 3:53 PM Response Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster 

< 

Dictionary Thesaurus , ___________________ _ 
RESPONSE may imply a quick or spontaneous reaction to a person or thing that 

serves as a stimulus. 

a response to the call for recruits 

REPLY often suggests a thorough response to all issues, points, or questions raised. 

a point-by-point reply to the accusation 

REJOINDER can be a response to a reply or to an objection. 

a salesman with a quick rejoinder to every argument 

RETORT implies a reaction to an implicit or explicit charge, criticism, or attack which 

contains a countercharge or counterattack. 

she made a cutting retort to her critics 

He got a response to his letter. 

I am writing in response to your letter of July 17. 

When I told him my plan, I wasn't expecting such an enthusiastic response. 

Her response to their decision was to threaten to quit her job. 

When you knocked on the door, was there any response? 

Recent Examples on the Web 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/response 

.. 
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11/22/24, 3:53 PM Response Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster 

< 

Dictionary Thesaurus 

u u ,, 

In our review of the AirPods 4, our expert Tim Gideon praised the impressive bass 

response these earbuds deliver, as well as the hands-free Siri access and the possibility 

to use gestures to interact with the assistant. 

- Gabriela Vatu, PCMAG, 7 Nov. 2024 

Raimi told them not to film as well but was met with the same response. 

- Tresa Baldas, Detroit Free Press, 6 Nov. 2024 

Watch on Deadline Fubo's 60-page response draws from emails and comments from 

executives at the three media companies. 

- Dade Hayes, Deadline, 5 Nov. 2024 

See all Example Sentences for response > 

Etymology 

Middle English & Latin; Middle English respounce, from Anglo-French respuns, 

respounce, from Latin responsum reply, from neuter of responsus, past participle of 

respondere 

First Known Use 

14th century, in the meaning defined at sense 1 

Time Traveler 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/response 
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11/22/24, 3:53 PM Response Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster 

< 

Dictionary Thesaurus 

CD 0 
Facebook Twitter 

response noun 

re·sponse ( ri-'span(t)s .->)) 

1 : an act or instance of replying: ANSWER 

2 : words said or sung by the people or choir in a religious service 

3 : a reaction of a living thing to a stimulus 

response noun 

re·sponse ( ri-'span(t)s .->)) 

: the activity or inhibition of previous activity of an organism or any of its parts 

resulting from stimulation 

a conditioned response 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/response 
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