
AMAZON-1019 
8,204,134



IBM DICTIONARY 
OF COMPUTING 

Compiled and edited by 

GEORGE McDANIEL 

McGRAW-HILL, INC. 
New York San Francisco Washington, D.C. Auckland Bogota 

Caracas Lisbon London Madrid Mexico City Milan 
Montreal New Delhi San Juan Singapore 

Sydney Tokyo Toronto 



Limitation of Liability 
While the Editor and Publisher of this book have made reasonable efforts to 
ensure the accuracy and timeliness of the information contained herein, nei­
ther the Editor nor the Publisher shall have any liability with respect to loss or 
damage caused or alleged to be caused by reliance on any information con­
tained herein. 

Copyright © 1994 by International Business Machines Corporation. All rights 
reserved. Printed in the United States of America. Except as permitted under 
the United States Copyright Act of 1976, no part of this publication may be 
reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a data 
base or retrieval system, without the prior written permisssion of the pub­
lisher. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 DOC/DOC 9 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 

ISBN 0-07-031488-8 (HC) 
ISBN 0-07-031489-6 (PBK) 

The sponsoring editor for this book was Daniel A. Gonneau and the 
production supervisor was Thomas G. Kowalczyk. 

Printed and bound by R. R. Donnelley & Sons Company. 

Tenth Edition (August 1993) 
This is a major revision of the IBM Dictionary of Computing, SC20-1699-8, 
which is made obsolete by this edition. Changes are made periodically to the 
information provided herein. 
It is possible that this material may contain reference to, or information about, 
IBM products (machines and programs), programming, or services that are 
not announced in your country. Such references or information must not be 
construed to mean that IBM intends to announce such IBM products, pro­
gramming, or services in your country. Comments may be addressed to IBM 
Corporation, Department E37/656, P. 0. Box 12195, Research Triangle Park, 
NC27709. 

International Edition 
Copyright© 1994 by International Business Machines Corporation. Exclusive 
rights by McGraw-Hill, Inc. for manufacture and export. This book cannot be 
re-exported from the country to which it is consigned by McGraw-Hill. The 
International Edition is not available in North America. 
When ordering this title, use ISBN 0-07-113383-6. 

This book is printed on acid-free paper. 



PLM 

programming, and other applications. PL/I is capable 
of handling a large variety of data structures and 
easily allows variation of precision in numeric compu­
tation. (T) (2) A programming language that is 
designed for use in a wide range of commercial and 
scientific computer applications. (A) 

PLM Program logic manual. 

plQt (l) To represent graphically on a medium. 
(2) To draw or diagram. (3) To connect point-by­
point coordinate values. 

plotter (1) An output unit that directly produces a 
hardcopy record of data on a removable medium, in 
the form of a two-dimensional graphic representation. 
(T) (2) See drum plotter, flatbed plotter. See 
Figure 113. 

Figure 113. Plotter 

plotter step size The increment size on a 
plotter. (I) (A) 

plotting head The part of a plotter used to create 
marks on a display surface. (I) (A) 

PLR Program library release. 

PLU Primary logical unit. 

plugboard A perforated board into which plugs or 
pins can be placed to control the operation of equip­
ment. (I) (A) Synonymous with control panel, 
pinboard. 

plugboard chart A chart that shows, for a given job, 
where plugs must be inserted into a plugboard. 
(I) (A) Synonymous with plugging chart. 

plug-compatible Pertaining to devices provided by 
different manufacturers that can operate together. 

plugging chart Synonym for plugboard chart. 

[514] pointer 

plug-in tabulator On a typewriter, a tabulator stop 
that is set or changed directly by hand. (T) 

PLV Production Level Video. 

PM OS/2 Presentation Manager. 

PMOS Positive-channel metal oxide semiconductor. 
A technology used in field effect transistors that uti­
lizes the properties of a p-type semiconductor material, 
usually doped silicon, and that when energized 
produces a flow of positive charge carriers (holes). 

PMS (1) Public Message Service. 
Matching System. 

(2) Pantone 

PMX Programmable operator message exchange. 

pocket A card stacker in a card sorter. (I) (A) 

pocket calculator Synonym for hand-held calculator. 
(T) (A) 

POF Point-of-failure restart. 

POI Program operator interface. 

point (1) In printing, a unit of about 1/72 of an inch 
used in measuring typographical material. There are 
twelve points to the pica. (2) In printing, in the Didot 
point system, a unit of 0.0147 inch. There are twelve 
Didot points to the cicero. (3) The second byte of a 
double-byte character set (DBCS) code, which 
uniquely identifies double-byte characters in the same 
ward. See also ward. (4) See addressable point, 
available point, branchpoint, breakpoint, checkpoint, 
decimal point, entry point, radix point, reentry point, 
rerun point, rescue point, restart point, view point. 

pointer (l) A data element that indicates the location 
of another data element. (T) (2) In computer 
graphics, a manually operated functional unit used to 
specify an addressable point. A pointer may be used 
to conduct interactive graphic operations, such as 
selection of one member of a predetermined set of 
display elements, or indication of a position on a 
display space while generating coordinate data. (T) 
(3) An identifier that indicates the location of an item 
of data. (A) (4) In SAA Advanced Common User 
Access architecture, the symbol displayed on the 
screen that a user moves with a pointing device, such 
as a mouse. (5) A physical or symbolic identifier of a 
unique target. (6) In Pascal, a value used to define 
variables that contain the address of dynamic vari­
ables. (7) In the C language, a variable that holds the 
address of a data object or a function. (8) See current 
volume pointer, file pointer, horizontal pointer, 
instruction pointer, space pointer, space pointer 
machine object, system pointer, vertical pointer. 




