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random 

1773-1833. U.S. statesman Rnd author. 4. a town in E 
Ma$$8.chusett:8, S of Boston. 28,218. 5. a male gi vcn 
name. 

ran•dom (ran'dam). adj. 1. proceeding, made, or oc­
curring wi thout definite aim, reason, or pattern: t he rari­
dom selection of nu mbers. 2. St,ati..stics. of or chnrn.ctcr­
izing a process of selection in which each i tem of a set 

has an equal probability of being chosen 3. Building 
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hazard way: Contestants were chosen at random from 
the studio audience. �du. 6. Building Trades. without 
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Gmc) -ranldom•IY, odu. -ran"dom•ness, n. 
-Syn. 1. haphazard, chance. fortuit.ous. 

ran/ dom ac/ cess, 1. the capacity of a videodisc or 
compact disc player that allows the user to select and re-
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or desired: an executive's need fo r random access to lega l 
ex�rts. ( 1950-55) 

ran•dom-ac•cess (ran'd.>m nk'ses). adJ. Computers. 
1. of or pertaining to a storage medium in which records 
can be read or written at the same time from or Lo any 
main storage address. 2. See dlirect-access. 

ranldom-access memlory. Computent. See RAM. 
ranldom erlror. Statuttcs. an error that has a ran­
dom distribution and can bo attributed LO chance. Cf. 
systematic error. [ 193:;...40) 

ran•dom•ize (ran'da mlzl), u.t., -ized, -iz•ing. to 
order or select in a random ma nner, as in a sample or 
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Brit., ranldom•lael. [ 1 926-30: RANDOM + •IZE) -ran1• 
dom•l•za"tlon, n. -ran,dom•Jzler, n. 

ranldom linet, Survey. a triaJ survey li ne run from a 
station toward a predetermined point that cannot be 
seen from the station. 

ran'dom numl ber. StotUtics. a number chosen by a 
random sampling. as from a table (ranldom numlber 
talblel or generated by a computer. I 1925-30] 

ran/dom samlpling, Statistics. a method of select­
ing a sample Cran'dom sam1ple) from a statistical pop­
ulation in such a way that eve ry possible sample that 
could be selected has a predetermined probabi lity of 
being selected. ( 1895- 1900] 

ranldom varliable. Statist ics. a quantity that takes 
any of a set of values with specified probabi1ities, Abo 
called variate. [ 193:,...40] 

rantdom walk/, 1. Statistics. the path taken by a 
point or quantity that moves in steps. where the direc­
tion of ea.ch step is determjned random ly. 2. Physics. 
the tendency of particles in random motion to achieve a 
net displacement or to drift in a particular direclion. 
(1900-05] 

R and R, 1. rest and recreat.ion. 2. rest and recupera ­
tion . 3 .  rock-'n'-roll. Also, R&R 

rand•y (ran'de), ad;. , rand•l•er. rand•l•est, n .. pl, rand• 
lea. -adj. 1. sexual ly aroused: lustful; lecherous. 2. 
Chiefly Scot. rude and aggressive. -n. 3. ChU!fly Scot 
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Ran•dy (ran'dEJ, rL 1. a male given name, form of 
Randall or Randolph. 2. a fem.ale given name. 

ra•nee (ra'ne. rii ne'), n. (in India) 1. the wife of a 
rajah, 2. a reignin g queen or P:rincoss . Also, rant. 
[ 1690-1700; < Hindi ram < Skt rcvii1 queen (fem. dcriv 
of rajan king)} 

rang1 (rang), u. pt. of rlna:2• 
rang2 (raog), n. ln(ornial. a boomerang, [by shorten­
ing] 
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poeeible: the range of steel prices: a wide range of styles. 
2. the extent or scope of the operation or action of some­
thi ng: within. range of uision.. 3. the dista nce to which a 
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targets for practice in shooting weapons: o ri(fe ron,ie. 
6. an area used for night-testing missiles. 7. the dis­
tance of something to be located from some poi nt of op­
eration as in sound ra,nging. 8. the disto.nce that can be 
covered by an aircraft., ship, or other vehicle, carrying a 
normal load without refueling. 9. Statistics. the differ­
ence between the largest and smallest values in a statis­
tical distribution. 10. a continuous course of masonry of 
the same height from end to end. 1 1. Music. compass 
(def. 4). 12. Suruey. a. the hor·izontal di rection or ex-
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series of divisions numbered east or west from the prin­
cipal meridian of the survey and consisti ng of a row of 
townships, each six miles square, that are numbered 
north or south from a base line. 13. Nauig. a line estab­
lished by markers or lights on shore for the location of 
soundings. 14. a rank, class, or order: m the higher 
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over an area or region . 17. Also called rana:eland. an 
area or tract that is or may be ranged over, esp. an opeo 
region for the grazing of livestock. 18. the region over 
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tained by a given function throughout its domain. 20. a 
chain of mountains forming a single system: the Catskill 
Range. 21.  a large portable or stationary cooking stove 
having burners bui lt into the top su rface and contamjng 
one or more ovens. 22. Physics. the maximum distance 
that a charged particle, as a eroton, can penetrate a 
given medium and still maintam sufficient kinetic en• 

1 5 99 

ergy to produce ioniinlion i n the medium. 23. Naut. a. 
a large cleat for securing various lines, esp. the tacks and 
sheets of courses. b. o length of anchor cable laid on 
deck. 24. In range, (of two or more objects observed 
from a vessel) l ocated one directly behind the other. 
--adj. 25. working or grazing on a range: ronJ::e horses; 
range an imals like steer ottd sheep. 
-v.t. 26. to d.row up or arran�c {persons or thjngs) in 
rows or lines or in a specific position, company, or trroup: 
The sergeant  ra,iged the troops In columns of .stx across. 
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proper places on stage. 28. to place in a particulnr class; 
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pass over or t�rough (an a.reo or region) i n all directions, 
as in exploring or searching: They ronge.d the entire 
countryside. 31. to pasture (cattle) on a range. 32. to 
direct or train. as a tclescop,e, upon on object. 33. to ob-
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may descend smoothly. 
-u. i.. 35. to vary within certain limits: prices ran�tnR 
from $5 to $10, 36. to ha,.�c a certain voncty of things 
somehow related emotions: ranging fr-om smugness to 
despair. 37. to move around or through a region in all 
directions, as people or ani.mals, 38. to rove. roam. or 
wander; The talk ranged ouer a oonety of subjects, 39. 
to stretch out or extend in e line, as things: shabby 
houses ransed along the road. 40. to extend. run. or go 
in a certain direction: o bou ndary rangine from east and
west. 41. to l ie or extend i n  the same hne or plane, as 
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occur over nn area or Lhrou ghout a period, as an animaJ 
or plant. 44. to have a specified range, as a gun, mis­
sile. etc. 45. to find the range, as of something aimed at 
or to be locat.ed. 46. Naul. (of an anchored \•essel) t.o 
swerve or sheer (o/1.en fol. by about) [1350-1400; (n .) 
ME < OF renge row, deriv.  of ren.c_ line; see RANK'; (v.) 
ME rangen < l\·1F ranger, OF reng1er, deriv of renc] 
-Syn. 1. sweep. reach. RANCE, COM PASS. LATITUDE, 
scorE refer to extent or brendth. RANCE cmpho.sizes ex­
tent and di ·vcrsity: the range of one's in terests. COM PASS 
suggests definite limits: u.•tthin the compass of one's 
mind. LATITUDE emphasizes the idea of freedom from 
na.rrow confines, thus breadth or extent: granted latitude 
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gallons. 14. kind. sort. 15.  tier. file 26. align. rank. 
27. array. 37. See roam. 39. lie. 

ranged (ranjd), ad;. Build111s Trades. coursed. 1 1520-
30: RA.NG E + -ED1l 

range/ find'er. any of various instruments for deter• 
mining t.he dis�-i nce from the observer to a particular ob­
ject. as for sighting o gun or adjusting the focus of a 
camera. Also, range/flndlar. [ 1870-75] 

range,fand <r•f\i'land'). 11. range {def. 17). ( 1930-35: 
RANGE + -LANO) 

Rangefley Lakes/ ( raajlle), a group of lakes in W 
Maine 

range, line'. (in U.S. publ ic-land surveys) one of two 
parallel lines running norlh and south that define t.he 
east and west borders of a township. Cf. township (def. 
2), township line. [18 10-20. Amer.] 

range•mas•ter (reaj'mas'tar. -mi.i'star}, n. a pel'son 
io charge of a firi ng ninge. (RA NOE ➔ MASTER] 

range/ of accommodal tlon, Ophtholm. the range 
of djstance over which an object can be accurately 
focused on the retina by accommodation of the eye. 

range/ of stabil/ity, Naual Arch,t. the angle to the 
perpeodic-ular through which a vessel may be heeled 
without losing the ability LO right itself 

range/ oil/, oil suitable for burning as the fuel of a 
kitchen st-ove. 

range' paral/ysls, Vet. Patllol. See Marek'• dis• 
ease. [ I 930-35 J 

range/ pole/. Su rvey. a conspicuously pai nted po le 
held upright to show the position of a survey mark. 

rang•er (riin'jar), n. 1. Sec forest rana:er. 2. one of 
a body of armed guards who patrol a region . 3. (cop.) a 
U.S. soldler in World War 11 specially trained for making 
surprise raids and stlncks in smoU groups. Cf com­
mando (def. 1). 4. a soldier specially trained in the 
techniques of guerrilla warfare, esp. in jungle terrain. 5. 
u person who ranges or roves. 6. (esp. in Texas) a mem­
ber of the state police. 7. Br-it. a keeper of o royal forest 
or park. 8. Building Trades. wale (def. 5). 9. (cap. ) 
one of a series of instrumented U.S. space probes 
launched in the I960's that transmi tted closeup pictures 
of the moon before impacti ng the lunar surface. ( 1350-
1400; ME; see RANCE, -£R1] 

range/ tatble, one of a number of identical small ta­
bles that can be used together to form a single t.oble. 
(1870-76) 

range/ wool/. See territory wool. 
Ran•goon (rang gO:On'), n. former name of Yana:on. 
rang:•pur (rung'p00r, rung pOOrl), n. a variety of 
mandarin orange, bearicg a tart fruit. [named after 
Rangpur. region of Baaglodesh ) 

rang•y (rBn'jU), ad.,., ranc•l•er, rang•l0e1t. 1. (of ani­
mals or people) slender and long-limbed. 2. given 
to or fitted for ranging or moving about, as animals. 
3. mountainous. ( 1865-70; RANGE ➔ •Y 1 ] -rang11· 
nets, n. 

ra•ni (rlilne. rii n�'), n.., pL -nla. ranee. 
ran•ld (ranlid, ra'nid), -odj. 1. belonging or pertain­
ing to the frog family Ran idae. characterized by smoot.h, 
moist skin and semiaquatic habits. -,,. 2. fi-og 1 (def. 2). 
[1885-90; < NL Ran ,dae. equiv. to Ran(a) • genus (L 
rana frog) + •idae -rn"J 

Ralnf•khet disease/ (rii'ni ket'), Vet. PathoL See 
Newcastle dlaeaae. [named after Ranikhet, town in 
northern India] 

rankle 

Ran,Jlt Singh (runlji l sing'), ("'Lion of the Punjab") 
1780-1839, lndian maharaja; founder of the Sikh king. 
dom of Punjab. 

rank1 (rangkl, n l. a number of persons forming a 
separate class in a. social hierarchy or in any graded 
body. 2. o sociaJ or offidal 

r
osit.ion or standing, as in 

the armed forces: the rorih o captain.. 3. high position 
or station in the sociul or some similar scale: a woman of 
rank. 4. a class io any sca le of comparison. 5. relative 
position or st.anding. a writer of the first rorth.. 6. a row, 
line, or series of thiogs or persons; orchestra players ar­
ranged rn rank8. 7. ranks. a. the members of an anned 
service apart from its officers; enlisted personnel. b. mil­
itary enlisted personnel as a group. See table oo next 
page. 8. Usuolly, ranks. the general body of any party, 
society, or organization apa rt from t.he officers or lead­
ers. 9. orderly a1Tan gement; array. 10. a line of per­
sons. esp. soldiers. standing abreast in close- order fonna­
tion (d1stingmshed from file). 11 .  Brit. a place or 
station occupied by veh1cles availab le for hire; stand: a 
la.xi ro,ik. 12. CheM. one of the horizontal l ines of 
squares on a chessboard. 13. a set of organ pipes of the 
sumo kind and tonal color. 14. Also called determinant 
rank. Math. the order of the nonzero determinant of 
greatest order that can be selected from a given matrix 
by the elinlination of 1·ows and columns. 15. Mining. 
the classification of coal according lo hardn('6S, from !ig. 
nitc to anthraclte. 16. break ranks. a. to leave an as­
signed position in a military formation. b. to di5agree 
with, defect. from. or refuse t.o support one's colleagues. 
po.rty, or the l.ike. 17. pull rank (on). to make use of 
one's superior rank to gain an advantage over (some­
one). Also, pull one's rank (on). -u.t. 18. to arrange in 
raoks or in regular formation: The meri were ranked ac­
cording fo height. He ranked the chess pieces on. the 
board. 19. to assign to a particular position, station, 
class, etc .: She u•oB ranked omong the most admired citi­
zens. 20. to out.rank: The colonel rorik.s all other offic­
ers in the squadron. 21. Slang. to insult; criticize. 
-v, 1. 22. to form a rank or ranks. 23. to take up or 
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standing. 25. to be the senior in rank:. The colonel 
ranks at this camp. 26. Slang. to comp lam, [1560-70; 
< F raric (n , obs.). OF renc, ranc. rang row, line < Gmc, 
akin to RINC'] -rank-'less. adj. 
-Syn. 3. distinction. eminence. dignity. 6. range, 
tier. 9. alignment. 18-. align. range, arra_y. 

rank2_ (rangk), ad;. , -er. •est. 1. growing with exccssivt­
luxunance; vigorous and tall of growth: toll rank weed.r;. 
2. producing an excessi ve and coarse growth. as land 3. 
havi ng an offensively stron g smell or taste: a rarak cigar. 
4. offensively strong, us a smell or taste. 5. utter; abso• 
lute: o rank amateur; rank treachery. 6. highly offen­
sive; disgusting: a ran.k s,ght of carnage. 7. gro�ly 
coarse. vulgar, or indecent; rank language. 8. Slang. in­
ferior; contemptible. [bef. 1000: ME: OE ranc bold, 
proud; c. ON rohhr straight, bold] -rank1 lsh, acl.J. 
-ranklly, odu. -rank'ness, n. 
-Syn. 1. abu ndant, exuberant. 5. complete, i,heer. 
entire 6. repu..li,ive. repellent. See flagrant. 7. foul. 

Rank (Rangk), n. Ot,to (oVo). 1884-1939, Austrian 
psychoanalyst. 

rank/ and file'. 1. the members of a group or organi­
zation apart from its leaders or officers. 2. rank 1 (def. 
7a). ( 1690-1600) -rank'•and-flle1. adj. 

rank-and-fil•er (rangk'an f1llar), n. a member of the 
rank and file. ( 1 935-40, Amer.: rank and file + -ER1] 

Ran,ke (Rang'ko). n. Le•0•pold von (la'o polt' fan), 
t 795-1886. German his.tonan 
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meted from the ranks. [ 1825-35; RANK 1 + -ER 1) 

ran•ket (rang'kit). n. a double-reed wind instrument 
of the l6th a nd 1 7th centuries. Also, ranlkett, rackett. 
Also called sausage bassoon. ( 1875--80; < G Rankett] 

Ran•kln (ranglkm), n. Jeannette. 1880-1973. U.S. 
women 'a.ri ghts leader and pacifist.; first woman elected 
to Congress; served 1917-19, 1941-43. 

Ran•klne (rang'kin), n. 1. Wllllam John Mac•q':'�rn 
(ma kw6m'). 1820--70. Scottish engineer and phys1c1st. 
-adj. 2. Thcrmody11am. pertaining to on_ nbsolute tem­
perature scale (Ran/kine acale1) in wh1<·.-h the degree 
intervals are equal to t hose of the Fahrenheit .scale and 
in which (r Ranki ne equals -459.T Fahrenhe1t. Cf. ab­
solute temperature scale, Kelvin (defs. 2, 3). 

Rantklne cylcle, Thermodynam. the hyPothetical 
cycle of a steam engine in which all heat transfers take 
place at constant pressure and in which expansion and 
compression occur adiabatica lly Also ca lled Claualu1-
cycle. (1895-1900; named after W. J. M. RANKIN£} 

rank•ing (rang'king). adj. 1. senior or sup�rior i n 
rnnk, position, etc.: a ranking d1plorryot. 2. pr(?mmen� or 
highly re1tarded: o ranking aut�ont-y on Soviet affmr_s. 
3. occupy ms a specific rank, position, etc. (often used m 
combination): a low-rankin8 c:recutw�. -n.. 4. _an net or 
instance of indicating relat1,·e st.anding. 5. a hst show­
ing such st.anding. [ 1860-65; RANK 1 + -ING•, •IN0 1l 

ran•kle (ranglkal), ,, . .  •kled, -kllna. -u.i. l.  (of un­
pleasant feelings, experiences. etc.) t� C(?nlinue �o cause 
keen irritation or bitt.er resentment within the mmd; fes. 
ter; be painful. -u.r .. 2. to cause. keen i. rri�tio_n or bit­
ter resentment in: His colleogue s harsh cntlclsm ran­
kled h,m for days. [ 1 250-1300; ME ranclen < MF 
rari.cler. OF roortder, var. of draoncler to fester, de�iv. of 
drao,tde a. sore < LL dracun.c1tlu$ small serpent. dim. of 
L drocO serpent; see DRAOON, CARBUNCLE] -ran'klina:• 
ly. adu. 
-Syn. 1, 2. irritate, gall. chafe. 

CONCISE f'llONUNCIATION xn: act, cape. dire, pcirt; set, eqtwl: jf. lC"t'; 
ox. OlH'r, Order, oil, book. bOor, our; up, Urge: c:hald, smg; shot; lh1.P1.. 
t-hat. �h aft m lreasurt. a - o a& in oton.e. c a, in s;>"tittm. ; os in 
easily, o aa in gallop, u. as in cin;u.s; � a.s in fu'f> (fa'r), hQ_ur 1ou•r•: I and n can serve n.11 syllabic consonants, as kn cradle (krad11), .ma 
button (but/n). Sec the full key insidu the front cover. 
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