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Overview of the National Architecture

The National Architecture for ITS is the definitive framework that will guide deployment of intelligent transportation systems in the U.S.
for the next 20 years or more.

The Architecture is the result of the efforts of numerous organizations over 3 years, coupled with a broad public review process. The completed
plan represents a national consensus on the course ITS development should take for the U.S.

The National Architecture began under USDOT sponsorship in 1993, and has resulted in completion (in June '96) of a set of 16 documents that
describe the technical and philosophical foundation for a nationwide system to enable delivery of all 30 ITS user services. The documents also
describe the envisioned path by which the system components will be developed, integrated, and evolved. The program also generated
information on the potential benefits achievable through integration of various components of the ITS infrastructure.

The architecture will be maintained over time, and should continue to serve as a framework for ongoing and future ITS development, both public
and private.

The National Architecture for ITS: Framework for Integrated Transportation into the 21st Century 1s a booklet that describes -- at a basic level --
the National Architecture, the concept of system architecture in general, and the program that developed the National Architecture.

It answers questions such as:

¢ What IS the National Architecture?
¢ What Does 1t do for [TS?

s How Did the National Architecture Develop?
¢ What Does the Architecture Tell Us?

e What Happens Next?

The browsable’ Vision Statement assembled by the architecture developers 1s a great way to get a feel for the kind of multifaceted ITS
development that 1s expected to result from the National Architecture.

Another excellent resource is the more detailed Building the ITT: Putting the National Architecture into Action which describes how to use the
architecture to integrate actual transportation systems at the metropolitan level
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