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. PREFACE 
Merriam-Webster's Dictionary and Thesaurus marks the introduc­

tion of a new kind of product from Merriam-Webster, one that 
combines the features of a dictionary, with its meanings, pronun­
ciations, and grammatical information, with the ynonym and 
antonym features of a thesaurus. Additionally, in this volume, 
.these features are not just combined but integrated into a unified 
whole, so that the reader and wdter can easily see the relationships 
between the Lwo kinds of infoanat:ion. 

The dictionary entries themselves are based on the b.ighly popu­
lar The Merriam-Webster .Dictionary and on Merriam-Webster's
Collegiate Dictionary. The thesaurus entries are drawn from 
Merriam-Webster's newest and most up-to-date thesaurus. The 
dictionary entries and thesaurus entries have been edited so as to 
ensure correspondence between the indicated dictionary senses 
and the selection of similar and contrasting words offered in the 
thesaurus lists. 

The more than 57,000 boldface dictionary entd.es give coverage 
to the most frequently used words in the language, and the defini­
tions have been based on examples of actual use found in the 
Merriam-Webster citation files, which now contain more than 75 
million words available through electronic searching. 

The thesaurus lists offer a total of more than 134,000 alternative 
words for the writer interested in findin·g a more appropriate or 
more colorfu.J word choice. Thesaw-us lists fo11ow their dictionary 
entries set off in a light, tinted box. Every dictionary sense that has 
a corresp_onding thesaurus list is marked with a black dlamond, 
and the thesaurus list is like.wise indicated. 

When there are multiple dictionary senses highlighted, the the­
saurus lists are marked with the appropriate dictionary sense num­
bers in square brackets to make it easy for the user to choose the 
corresponding list of synonyms. 

abide \;i-'bid\ vb abode \-'bod\ or
abidoed; abid-ing 1 ♦ : to bear pa-
tiently : ENDURE 2 a ♦ : to continue 
in a state or place b ♦ : to have one's 
abode - abide by : to conform or 
acquiesce to <abide by the law> 

♦ [I] bear, brook, countenance, 
endure, meet, stand, stick out, 
stomach, support, sustain, take, 
tolerate-more at BEAR ♦ [2a] con­
tinue, endure, hold, keep up, last, 
persist, run on-more at CONTINUE 
♦ [2b] dwell, live, reside-more at 
LIVE 
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