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wave into its component parts according to a given characteristic, such
as frequency ef wavelength. b. Separation of visible light into colors by
refraction ov diffraction. 5. Clemistry See disperse system.
dispersion medium u. The continuous medium, such as a gas,
liguid, or solid, in which a disperse phase is distributed. Also called con-
tinnons phase, external plase.

dis.per-sive (di-spar/siv, -2iv) adj. 1. Tending to become dispersed.
2. Tending 1o produce dispersion, —dissperfsive-ly adv

dis-pir-it (di-spirfit) tnv. -itsed, -it-ing, -its To cause 1o lose spirit
or enthusiasm; dishearten. See Synonyms ar discourage. [oi(s)- +
SPIRIT]

dis-pir-it-ed (di-spir/itid) adj. Affected or marked by low spirits;
dejected. See Synonyms at depressed. —dis-pirfiteed.ly adv.
dis.place (dis-plas’) trr -placed, -plac.ing, -placses 1a. To move,
shift, or force from the usual place or position: Wasn'? the net displaced
before the puck went in? b, To force to leave a place of residence: The
conflict displaced theusands of people. 2. To move or shift from the usual
placeor position, especially to force to feave a homeland or other place of
residence: miflions of refugees wha were displaced by the war. 3. Chemistry
To replace (an atom, radical, fon, or molecule} in a compound during
a reaction. 4. Physics To push sside and veeupy the physical space of
(a volume of fluid}: a boat that displaces 1,000 cubic meters of water. 5.
Ta take the place of; supplant: when coal displaced wood as the danmi-
nant energy source. 6, To discharge from a job, office, or position. —dis»
place’asble adj. —dis-plac’er .

displaced person n One who has been driven from one’s home-
land or place of residence by war, internal upheaval, or nataral disaster.
dis.place.ment (dis-plis’mant) n. 1a. The act of displacing. b. The
condition of having been displaced. 2. Chemistry A reaction in which
an atom, radical, ion, or moelecule replaces another in a compound, 3.
Plysics a. A vector or the magnitude of a vector from the initial position
ta & subsequent position assuméd by3 body. b, The weight of volume of
a fluid displaced by a floating body, used especially as a measurement of
the weight or bulk of ships. 4. The volume displaced by a single stroke
of a piston in an engine or pump, 5. Geology a. The relative movement
between the two sides of a fault, b. The distance between the two sides
of a fault. Also called dislocation. 8. Psychiatry A psychological defense
mechanism in which there is an unconscious shift of emotions, affect,
or desires from the original object to @ more acceptable or immediate
substitute,

displacement ton u. A unit for measuring the displacement of 2
ship affoat, equivalent (o one long ton or about ane cuble meter of salt
water

dis.play (di-splat) v -played, -play-ing, -plays —fr 1a, To pres-
ent to view; cause 1o be seen. See Synonyms at show. b. To exhibit
ostentatiously; show oft: seemred eager 1o display his athletic ability. ¢. To
show (images or information) on a screen. 2. "o be or give evidence of;
manifest or reveal: writhig that displays broad knowledye; a decision that
displays poor judgment. 3. To spread out; unfurl: The peacock displayed
its fare. 4. To position (s protein, for example) on the surface of 2 biclogi-
cal entity such as a virus: proteins displayed on a bacteriophage. —intr,
Zoology To exhibit a behavioral display. 2 n. 12 The act of displaying,
b. Ostentatious exhibition: a display of musical talent. €. A public exhi-
bition. d. Objects or merchandise set out for viewing by the public. 2,
A demonstration or manilestation: o display of temper. 3a. Zoology A
specialized pattern of behavier used o communicate visually, such as
the presentation of colors or plumnage by male birds as part of courtship
or intimidation. b. An instance of such behavior 4. An advertisement
or headline designed to catch the eye. 5. A device, such as a television or
computer monitor, that displays an image by converting a video signal
inta visible form. 6. Biochemistry An In vitre method by which geneti-
cally engineered proteins are placed on the surface of a biological entity
{such as a bacteriophage, yeast, or ribosome) so that the properties of
these prateins and those they bind 1o can be analyzed and manipulated
for research purposes. —idiom: on display In public view; for all
to see. (Middle English displayen < Anglo-Norman desplejer < Medi-
cval Latin displicare, to unfold < Latin, to scatier : dis-, apart; see D1s- +
Pliciire, 10 fold; see plek- in App. 1]

dis.please (dis-pléz’) v -pleased, -pleas-ing, -pleas-es —tr To
cause annayance or vexation to, —mir To cause displeasure or annoy-
ance, [Middle English displesen < Old French desplaire, desplais- < Volgar
Latin *displacére < Latin displicere : Latin dis-, dis- + Latin placére, to
please; see prease.] —dis-pleas’ing.ly adv,

dis.pleas.ure (dis-plezhfar) n. 1. The condition or fact of being dis-
pleased; dissatisfaction. 2. Disconmifort, uneasiness, or pain. 3. Archaic
An injurious affense. [Middle English displesure < Old French desplaisir
< dles-, dis- + plaisir, pleasurg; see PLEASURE.]

dis.port (di-spirt’} v -port-ed, -port-ing, -ports —intr. To amuse
aneself in 4 light, lrolicsome manner. —tr. 1, To amuse (oneself} in
a bight, frolicsome manner. 2. To display. % . Frolicsome diversion.
[Middie English disporter < Old French desporter, to divert : des-, apart;
see pis- 4 parter, to carty (< Latin purtirg see port?).]
dis.pos.a.ble (di-spifza-bal) ndj. 1. Designed to be disposed of after
use: dispesable divpers; disposable razers. 28, Remaining to a person after
taxes have been deducted: disposable income. b, Free for use; available:
Every disposable piece of eqiipment was sént to the fire. < n An article,
such as a paper diaper or hypodermic syringe, thul can be disposed of
after one use, —dis.pos’asbillisty n. —dis-posta.bly adu
dis.pos.al (di-spofzal) 1, 1. A particular order, distribution, or place-
ment: g pleasing disposal of plants and lawn. 2. A particular method of
attending 1o or settling matiers. 3. ‘Transference by gift or sale: 4, The
act or process of getting rid of samething. 5. An clectric device installed
bielow a sink that grinds garbage so it can be fushed wwiy. 6. The liberty

dispersion medium | dispute

or power ta dispose of something: funds that were at our disposal,
dis-pose (di-spaz!) v. -posed, -pos.ing, -pos-es —fr. 1. Ta putinto
a willing or receptive frame of mind; incline: "If we're going to preach the
palitics of virtue, then we need lo prowote the social conditions that dispose
people to be virtuons” (Lillian B, Rubin). 2. To pluce or set in a particular
order; arrange: "Sally . . . was begiitning to loosen the upper sheet and dis-
pase the pillows” (Harriet Beecher Stowe). —intr To determine the course
of events: Man proposes, God disposes. —phrasal verb: dispose of
1. To finish dealing with something; settle: Lets dispose of the matter and
turn 1o something else. 2. To give or transfer (o someane clsc, especially
permanently: She disposed of her estate amang her heirs, He disposed of
his mentoirs to a research library. 3. To pet rid of; throw out: I disposed
of the mewspapers after reading thems. 4. To kill or destray. [IMiddle Eng-
lish disposen, to arrange < Old French disposer, ulteration (influenced by
paser, to put, place) of Latin disponere, to arrange ; dis-, apart; see Di1s—+
pinere, 1o pui; see apo- in App. L] —dis-pos’er .

dis.posed (di-spozd?) adj, 1. Having a preference, disposition, or
tendency: ‘n fronticr population that was more disposed to risk taking”
(George Black), 2. Thrown out; discarded: disposed diapers,
dis-po-si-tion (dis'pa-zish’an) n, 1. One’s usual mood; temprrament:
a sweet disposition. 2a, A habitual inclination; a tendency: a disposition
ta disagree. b. A physical property or tendency: a swelling with a disposi-
tion to nupture. 3. Arrangement, positioning, or distribution: o cheerful
disposition of colors and textures; a convay oriented bito a north-south
disposition. 8. An act of disposing: a bestowal or transfer to anather. 5,
The power or liberty to control, direct, or dispose: the funds that were put
at her disposition. [Middle English disposicioun < Old French disposition
< Latin dispositis, disposition- < dispositus, past participle of dispanere, to
dispose; see DISPOSE.]

+SYNONYMS disposition, temperament, character, personality, nature
These nouns refer to the combination of qualities that identify a person.
Disposition is approximately equivalent to prevailing frume of mind or
spirit: ‘A patronizing disposition always has its meaner side” (George Eliot),
Temiperament applies broadly to the sum of emotions, habits, and beliefs
that affect or determine a person’s actions and reactions: “She is. .. of 2
very serene and proud and digrified temperament” (H.G. Wells). Character
can refer to a defining or distinguishing set of persanal traits: "Whateyer
Jiis peculinrities of character and outlook, he was far and away the most
conversable person in ot cirele” (Andrew Ryan). More ofien, though, it
emphusizes a person’s positive moral and ethical qualities: "Education s
for its object the formation of character” (Herbert Spencer). Personality is
the sum of distinetive traitz that give a person individuality: an outgomg,
friendly personality. Nature denotes native or inherent qualities: "It is niy
habit,—Fhope [ may say, my nature,—~to believe the best of people” [George
W, Curtis).

dis-pos-i-tive (dis-poe/i-tiv) adj. Law 1. Relating to or determining
the outconie of a case or decision. 2. Relating to or involving the distribu-
tion of property, as through a trust or will,

dis.pos.sess (dis’pa-zts?) fr.. -sessed, -sess-ing, -sessses To de-
prive {anather) of the possession or occupancy of something, such as
real property. —dis’pos-ses’sion (-z¢éshfan) n. —dis’pos-ses’sor .
—dis’pos«sesrsoery (-zésfa-r2) adj.

dis:pos.sessed (dis'po-z&st!) adj. 1. Deprived of possession. 2,
Spiritually impoverished or alienated. —dis’pos-sessed’
dis.praise (dis-praz’) (rv, -praised, -prais-ing, ~prais-es To ex-
press disapproval af; censure, < . Disapproval; censure. [Middle Eng-
lish dispreisen < Old Fronch despreiser, variant of desprisier < Late Latin
diprotisire see DEPRECIATE.] —dissprais’er n. —dis-prais’/ingly adv.
dis-prize (dis-priz’) tr.v. -prized, -priz-ing, -priz-es Archaic To
digdaln or undervalue; scorn. [Middle English disprisen < Old French
desprister; see DISPRAISE.]

dis-proof (dis-praof?) . 1. The act of refuting or disproving, 2. Evi-
dence that refutes or disproves.

dis.pro-por.tion (dis'pra-pérfshan) n. 1. Absence of praportion,
symmetry, or propey relation: the disproportion between the gravity of
geapolitical events and the time available 1o dealwith them, 2. An instance
of a disproportionate relation. < fry. -tioned, -tion«ing, -tions To
make disproportionate.

dis.pro-par-tion-al (dis'pra-por'sha-nsl) adj, Disproportivnate.
—dis'prosporftion-al:ly adu.

dis-pro-por-tion.ate (dis’pro-porsha-ait) adj. Out of proportion,
as in size, shape, or amount, —dis’pro-porftion-ate-ly adv. —dis’-
pro-por/tion-ate-ness in.

dis-prove (dis-praov’} (ry. -proved, -prov-ing, -proves To prove
1o be fulse, invalid, or in ereor; refute. [Middle English disproven < Old
French desprover @ des-, dis- + prover, Lo prove; see prove.] —dise
prov’asble adj. —dis-provfai n,

dis-pu-tant (di-spydot/nt, die'pya-tant) adi. Engaged in dispute or
argument, < #. One engaged in a dispute,

dis.pu-ta-tion (dis'pya-tatshon) n. 1. The act of disputing; debate.
2. An academic exercise consisting of 4 formal debate or ap oral defense
of a thesls,

dis-pu-ta.tious (dis'pya-tifshas) adj. nclined to dispute. See Syn-
anyms at argumentative. —dis’pu-ta’tious-ly wly. —dis’pu-ta’-
tious-ness .

dis.pute (di-spycoi?) » -put-ed, -putsing, -putes —r. 1a. Toargue
about; debate: an issue that was disputed at the pational convention. b. To
argue ot debate with (semeone). 2. To question the truth or validity of;
doubr: Her friends disputed her intennions. 3a. To strive Lo gain or win;
strugple over: The two comntrivs disputed the region for decades: b. To
strive againsts resist: disputed e advance of the marauders, —isee 1. To
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