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to OEgrindan to grind] (bef. 12c) 
oEsri!'; aklnrindlng b: the product obtained 

~ (r, f grain for Jour or meal and the grain offals 2 
\ 11 (~ i,,tch 01udlPS t3e. matter of Interest or value forming 

fii' 0r •_,.,.Jn i~0unt. 4: somethln~ turned to advantage or 

~

11:J!110ff';o-1 aJys1s . fi one's null : 't; or 11 ('f or ~ra,se g,:ts! or oE gristle; akin to MLG grist el t ol' s10iJl thC p~ gr~ntm~dly : tough cartilaginous, tendi-

,1 ~_.J tsP· .i,l~ru.J.06• bl meats • 
~ ... ~~.s'iic) : eso, in~ J grls•tll0er: -est (14c) : consisting 

~
\,,r, ..• fll~~e~Je, 'igritak· 0> _ grls-tll0 ness n 
t brO.,.,· 'IS':5 (f'"J ste 1 f, grinding grain 

/~.s,-leSf!st1; (1602) : ~ f i~ki~\o OHO grioz sand] (bef, 12c) 
'i~~

1
r11il\ (r. osgreo' granule (as of sand); also: mate­

J'~\(J}ssr''eb: a har~~~~such granules 2: any of several 
,,, ~ °F' Jt,-\vliL s) ,ornpo fa stone that adapts it to grinding b 

1f ~ O ,b,,sl"e strllcture O expressed as their mesh 4 : firm• 

1:~11
111,i,Y3,: ~h: parricl~Sldi:· courage in the face of hardship or 

1~ ,btv1" •t • unyte adian politics 
-,:;1-__f0 or stie;ai i~ C762) : to give forth a grating sound_, vt 

JI ~0 ,ap,: • It ting l'I (1 grind or grate 2 : to cover or spread 

~

• Ste<'; gr :5 teeth) to ble) with a coarse abrasive 
~· (.S one o0th (as rn% security] (bef. 12c): peace, security, 

c'~: t~rfr. OE, fr. Ont~ed in early medieval England under 
~ \II [t,1 ' d or guara • 

~~~!r 1rn~1tions I in constr [pcrh. partly fr. •grit, partly fr. "'~ n"' ,ring or { grytt· akin to OE greot] (1579) : coarsely 
~ \/IP eal (r, O lhominy with the genn removed 

$,~ ~ '\; ~ : g~~~t (1598) 1 : containi~g or resembling 

~

~b~1grlt,tl.e~, tent: PLUCKY (a l"J herome) 3: having 

~~~~uslY pe:n~mpromis~g_realism (a l"J novel) - grit-
: ca;; 0r 1ous\11.tl•ness \1gn-te-n:,s\ n . . . 

~ ~ -,odt-9 . el adj., gray, fr. AF, fr._gns, of Gmc ongm; 
~I\ 11 [Mp(-fJo1j 1 archa_ic : gray hair 2 a : a roan coat 
r. l~grirgray] or roan anunal . 

.,off c0tor b: a ~~ling \'griz-liIJ, 'gn-z:,-\ vt (1740) : to make 
~c, ,tz,z1ed: gri ~RUMBLE 2: to become grayish 
~-g,i 1: c;~~iSc): sprinkled or streaked with gray: GRAY· 

~iil"" • z,ld\ 0141. ving gray hair (a l"J veteran) 
,.,1~); ~o ' ~;11,er: -est (1594) : GRIZZLED 

~

\'g!iZ•le\ad/
1
)9~1! very Jarge brown bear (Ursus arctos) found 

,..., 11 (179 ·us to Alaska - called also grizzly 
~ Ill""' ,t1twestern • • 
r,-,~ ~ onen fr. OE griinian,· akin to OHG grinan to 
~~\ vb ~~to utter a deep moan indicative of pain, grief, 
~ii(bef, 1

2
2c. t ~ake a harsh sound (as of creak_ing) und~r sud­

r:...nce d. :!..,;n ,- vt : to utter or express with groamng -
IIIP'~oge Su_. 

~• . n~r\ 11 (1795) 1 : one that groans 2 : a stale or corny 

~\'gr(I: 0,orstory . _ 
;it:;~[MEgrotes pl. fr. OEgrotan, pl. of grot; akin to OEgreot 

·~\'P'Ol\1 usu pl buJ 'si,,g or pl in constr : hulled grain broken into 
;,J(l2cl targ r than grits 2 : a grain (as of oats) exclusive of the hull 

~[ME~I, fr. MD] (14c) : an old British coin worth four pen-

;i \~r -sh~r\ n [ME, fr. AF groser wholesaler, fr. gros coarse, 
~-~ore at GROSS] (15c) : a dealer in staple f~dstuffs, 

produce and dairy products and usu. ho1!5ehold supplies 
~\'gros-'re, •gro-s:>-; •grosh-re\ n, J?I -C~r-ies (15c) 1 pl: co~­
iliiliiS sold by a grocer - usu. smg. m Bnt. usage 2 : a grocer s 

:\n\n [Old Grog, nickname of Edward Vernon t 1757 Eng. admi­
■ Jl:IPlllSlblc for diluting the sailors' rum] (1756) 1 : alcoholic li­
fltl:P: liquor (as rum) cut with water and now often served hot 
mkmoojuice and sugar sometimes added 2 : refractory materials 
•Clllbedpottcry and firebricks) used in the manufacture of refrac­
'Jproducts (as crucibles) to reduce shrinkage in drying and firing 
'9ft \'gra-ge\ adj grog0 gi,er; -est [grog] (1832) : weak and un­
talf i. ~ f~t or in action - grog0 gi•IY \'gra-g:,-le\ adv - grog­
;.\'gra-ge-n:is\ n 
"9111\'gra~m, 'gro-\ n [MF grosgrain .coarse texture] (1562): a 
ll!eloo!elywoven fabric of silk, silk and mohair, or silk and wool -
._ GP.OSGRAIN 

=t-",~·al,shap\ n (1790) chiefly Brit : a usu. low-class ba~oom 
(l OUJ\.n [ ter. of ME grynde, fr. 
B32J ~ akin to OE grund ground] ( ca. / " •. . 
, It.· the fold or depression mark- / /!. , • . •• - - ,. ~ 
llllhe::Urc of the lower abdomen 'J .,,_,,_-,:,: .. ,,.:! :•::.! .. ., ,. -.~ \, 

~ ~ this ~art of the thigh; also : the , • ,. •"·, : \ 

~lioe alon ne ~ a : th~ projecting ~ : • • "',,, _ 1 \ 
lllis meet b ~ whi~b two mtersecting 
iJ 3: a ri • • a nb that covers this 
~licre lo p~~iruthture built out from r to !rap sand o e sh.ore from ero- . 
t",~ga cba'n r Ito dtrect a current 
~lf(ti 18! . ne . 

~

._ 6). to build or equip with 
In.LI ., 

.. ~ vt g k - ..J,., 

1111. byRobe ro ~ed; grok-king. ' • 
~096J) · rtt A. Heinlein tl988 An:i • groin 2a 
F''!'lel \' • 0 underst d • 
1:afltlib &ra-111;1, 'sr:i-\ an Profoundly and intuitively , 
~,fytJe~~P that serv~ ~bs. F go~tte curb of a bridle] (1626) 

~ or ProJtrrn inateria} to :Jasngtteh.1ng, support, or reinforcement 
:~\'&ra ct something pas d h en or protect an opening or to 
,~~agc0 tn•,weJ ·W.il\ n~ t rough 1t • . 
~~~ Us(lith~spernz 

11 1.1vmsromil, fr. AF grumel, grome[J (14c) 
1111)\&nilll, ~ar~ White nutt~ of plants of the borage family having 
~ ~ ,Knilll\ II [ME 
~~~bo~~SBAVANTBl'(~l. 04c) 1 1 archaic : MAN, FELLOW 

~ ~~ 0 d b , a pc • one of several officers of the En­
'Qf" O&)j) 0/ horse; 3 .rson responsible for the feeding excrcis-

1 ~ : lo clean" BRIDEGROOM ' 

or dog) 2 : to:~ maintain the appearance of (as the 
e neat or attractive (an impeccably 

grist • grotty 551 

-ed woman) 3 : toJcl Joto readiness for a specific objective : PRB· 

PARE <was being --e as a presidential candidate) - vi : to groom 
oneself 

groom-er \ 1grO•mQr\ n (ca. 1890): one who grooms (as dogs) • 

grooms-man \'arOmz•mQn, 'arumz-\ n (1698) : a male friend who at• 

1 tends a bridegroom at hJs wedding 
groove \'grUv\ n (ME grove pit, cave, fr. MD groeve; akin to OHG , 

gruoba pit, cave, OE grqfan to dis - more at ORAVB] (16S9) 1 : a Ion& 

narrow channel or depression 2 a : a fixed routine : Rt.rr b : a situ­

ation suited to one's abilities or Interests : NICHE 3 : top form (a great 

talker when he ls In the->, 4: the middle of the strike zone In b~ 

ball where a pitch is most easily hit (a fastball right Jn the l"J) 5 : an 

2 enjoyable or exciting experience 8 : a pronounced enjoyable rhythm 

groove vb grooved: groov-lng vi (1686) 1 a : to make a groove In 

b : to join l>y a groove 2 : to perf eel by repeated practice (gro011ed her 

golf swing) 3 : to throw (a pitch) In the groove _, vi 1 : to become 

Joined or fitted by a groove 2 : to form a groove 3 : to enjoy oneself 

intensely 4 : to Interact harmoniously (contemporary minds and rock 

_, together -Benjamin DcMott) - groov•ar n 

groovy \'gril-ve\ a4/ groov•l•er: -est (ca. 1937) 1 : MARVELOUS, 

WONDE~L, EXCELLENT (f cit that this poetry was ... enjoyable, not 

to mention - -R. M. Muccigrosso) 2 : HIP, TRENDY (a younger 

and groovier audience -Robert MacKenzie) 
grope \'grop\ vb groped; grop-lng [ME, fr. OE griipian; akin to OE 

gripan to seize] vi (bcf. 12c) 1 : to Teel about blindly or uncertainly In 

search<-- for the light switch) 2 : to look for something blindly or 

uncertainly<- for the right words) 3 : to feel one's way - vt 1 
: FEEL UP 2 : to find (as one's way) by groping - grope n - grop­
er n 

gros0beak \'gro~1bek\ n [part trans. of F grosbec, fr. gros thick + bee 

beak] (ca. 1678): any of several finches (esp. families Cardinalidae and 

Fringillidae) of Europe and America having larrc stout conical bills 

grl:)•Schen \'gro-sh:,n, 'gro-\ n, pl groschen [G (1925) : a f ormcr Aus­

tnan monetary unit equal to 1/100 schilling 
gros-grain \'gro-,gran\ n [F grosgrain coarse tcxtµre] (1868): a strong 

close-woven corded fabric usu. of silk or rayon and often with cotton 

1 filler - compare OROORAM 
gross \'gros\ a4i [ME grosse, fr. AF & LL; AF gros large, thick, whole, 

fr. LL grossus coarse] (14c) 1 a archaic : immediately obvious b (1) 

: glaringly noticeable usu. because of inexcusable badness or objec­

tionableness (a l"J error) (2) : OUT-AND-OUT, UTI'ER (a l"J injustice) 

c : visible without the aid of a microscope 2 a : BIO, BULKY; esp : ex­

cessively fat b : growing or spreading with excessive luxuriance 3 a 
: of, relating to, or dealing with general aspects or broad distinctions 

b : consisting of an overall total exclusive of deductions <l"J income) 

- compare NET 4 : made up of material or perceptible elements 5 
archaic : not fastidious in taste : UNDISCRIMINATING 6 a : coarse in 

nature or behavior : UNREFINED b : gravely deficient in civility or de­

cency: crudely vulgar (merely l"J, a scatological rather than a porno­

graphic impropriety -Aldous Huxley) c : inspiring disgust or dis­

taste (that sandwich looks ,_,) 7 : deficient in knowledge : IGNO­

RANT, UNTUTORED syn see COARSE, FLAGRANT - gross-ly adv -

2 
gross0ness n 

gross n (1579) 1 obs : AMOUNT, SUM 2 : overall total exclusive of de­

ductions 
3gross vt (1884) : to earn or bring in (an overall total) exclusive of de-

4 
ductions (as for taxes or expenses) - gross-er n 

gross n, pl gross [ME gros, prob. fr. AF grosse sum, whole, fr. fem. of 

gros] (14c): an aggregate of 12 dozen things (a - of pencils) 
gross anatomy n (1888) : a branch of anatomy that deals with the 

macroscopic structure of tissues and organs 
gross domestic product n (1970) : the gross national product exclud­

ing the value of net income earned abroad 
gross national product n (1947) : the total value of the goods and ser­

vices produced by the residents of a nation during a specified period 
(as a year) , · 

gr!)SS-Out \'gros-,aut\ n, often attrib (ca. 1968) : something inspiring 
disgust or distaste 

gross out vt (1965) : to offend, insult, or disgust by something gross 

gross ton n (ca. 1923) : LONO TON 

gros•SU•lar \'gras-y:,-far\ n [NL Grossularia, genus name of the goose­

berry] (1819) : a variety of garnet that is most commonly green and 

consists of calcium aluminum silicate • • , • 

gros0 su0 la0 rite \-J:,-,rit\ n [G Grossularit, fr. NL Grossularia] (ca. 1847) 
: OROSSULAR , 

gro-szy \'gro-she\ also grosz or grosze \'grosh\ n, pl groszy [PoU 

(1916) - see zloty at MONEY table 
grot \'grat\ n [MF grotte, fr. It grotta] (1506): OROITO 

1 gro0teSC;IU~ \gro-'tesk\ n (MF & Olt; MF, fr. Olt (pittura) grottesca, lit., 

cave pamting, fem. of grottesco of a cave, fr. grotta] (1561) 1 a : a style 

of decorative art characterized by fanciful or fantastic human and ani­

mal fonns often interwoven with foliage or similar figures that may dis­

tort the natural into absurdity, ugliness, or caricature b : a piece of 

2 
work in this style 2 : one that is grotesque 3 : SANS SERIF 

grotesque a4i (1603) : of, relating to, or having the characteristics of 

the grotesque: as a : FANCIFUL, BIZARRE b : absurdly incongruous 

C : departing markedly from the natural, the expected, or the typical 

syn sec FANTASTIC - gro0 tesque0 ly adv - gro0 tesque0 ness n 

gro0tes0 que0rle also gro0tes0 que-ry \gro-'tcs-b-re\ n, pl -rles (gro­

tesque + F -erie -ery] (ca. 1666) 1 : something that is grotesque 2 
: the quality or state of being grotesque : GROTESQUENESS 

grot-to \'gra-(,)to\ nj pl grottoes also grottos [It grotta, grotto, fr. L 

crypta cavern, crypt (1617) 1 : CAVE 2: an artificial recess or struc-

ture made to resemble a natural cave ' •• • 

grot-ty \'gri-te\ a4i grot-tl0er: -est [origin unknown] (1964) chiefly Brit 

: wretchedly shabby : of poor quality; also : FILTHY, GROSS 

\Q\ abut \~ kitten, F table \Qr\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \a\ m~p,' ma/ 

\au\ out - \ch\ chin \e\ bet \e\ easy \g\ go \i\ hit \i\ ice \j\ Job 

\o\ sing \o\ go \6\ law \6i\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \ii\ loot \u\ foot 

\y\ yet \zh\ vision, beige \k, n, oo, u:, Y\ see Guide to Pronunciation 
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