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N Ui old s apers( ) : one of several officers of the En-
Wnr:' (335 o1r horses 3 B%g%;gsnble for the feeding, exercis-
« to ' OM - - . 1 4
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gromil, ft. A grumel, gromel] (14c)

€]
cgﬁ't‘]';g of plants of the borage family having

grist e grotty 551

~ed woman) 3 : to get Into readiness for a specific objective : PRE-
g ﬁg:;éwas being ~ed as a presidential candlgalc) ~~ vi i to groom

groom-er \'grli-mor\ » (ca. 1890) : one who grooms (as dogs)

grooms.man \'griimz-man, 'grl'x)mz-\ n (169%) : a male friend who at-
tends a bridegroom at his wedding

groove \'grliv\ n [ME grove pit, cave, fr. MD groeve; akin to OHG
gruoba pit, cave, OE grafan to dig — more at GRAVE] (1659) 1:along
narrow channel or dcgresslon 5 ; a fixed routine : RUT b : a situ-
atlon suited to one's abllities or interests : NICHE 3 : top form (a great
talker when he {s in the ~. 4 : the middle of the strike zone in base-
ball where a pitch is most easily hit <a fastball right in the ~> 5: an
enjoyable or exciting experience 6 : a pronounced enjoyable rhythm
roove vb grooved; groov.ing vt (1686) 1 a : to make a groove in
: to Join by a groove 2 : to perfect by repeated practice {grooved her

golf swing) 3 : to throw (a pitch) in the groove ~ vi 1 : to become

oined or fitted by a groove 2 : to form a groove 3 : to enjoy oneself

intensely 4 : to interact harmoniously (contemporary minds and rock
~ together —Benjamin DeMott) — groov-er n

groovy \'gril-vé\ ad/ groov-l-er; -est (ca. 1937) 1 : MARVELOUS,
WONDERFUL, EXCELLENT (felt that this poetry was . . . enjoyable, not
to mention ~ —R. M. Muccigrosso) 2 : HIP, TRENDY {a younger
and groovier audience —Robert MacKenzie)

grope \'grdp\ vh groped; grop-ing [ME, fr. O grapian; akin to OE
&ripan to seize] vi (bef. 12c) 1: to%cel about blindly or l.mccrt.am]y in
search (~ for the light switchy 2 : to look for something blindly or
uncertainly {~ for the right words) 3 : to feel one's way ~ v 1
;FEEL UP 2 : to find (as one's way) by groping — grope » — grop-

rn

gros-beak \'grés-bék\ n [part trans. of F grosbec, fr. gros thick + bec
beak] (ca. 1678) : any of several finches (esp. families Cardinalidae and
Fringillidae) of Europe and America having large stout conical bills

gro-schen \'gr-shon, 'gré-\ , p! groschen [G] (1925) : a former Aus-
trian monetary unit equal to Y100 schilling

gros-grain \'gro-,gran\ » [F gros grain coarse texture] (1868) : a strong
close-woven corded fabric usu. of silk or rayon and often with cotton

5 filler — compare GROGRAM /
gross \'gros\ adj [ME grosse, fr. AF & LL; AF gros large, thick, whole,
fr. LL grossus coarse] (14c) 1 a archaic : immediately obvious b.( 1
: glaringly noticeable usu, because of inexcusable badness or objec-
tionableness (a ~ error) (2) : OUT-AND-OUT, UTTER {a ~ injustice)
¢ : visible without the aid of a microscope 2 a : BIG, BULKY; ésp : €X~
cessively fat b : growing or spreading with excessive luxuriance 3a
: of, relating to, or dealing with general aspects or broad distinctions
b : consisting of an overall total exclusive of deductions {~ income)
— compare NET 4 : made up of material or perceptible elements .5
archaic : not fastidious in taste : UNDISCRIMINATING 6 a : coarse in
nature or behavior : UNREFINED b : gravely deficient in civility or de-
cency : crudely vulgar {merely ~, a scatological rather than a porno-
graphic impropriety —Aldous Huxley) ¢ : inspiring disgust or dis-
taste (that sandwich looks ~) 7 : deficient in knowledge : IGNO-
RANT, UNTUTORED SYN see COARSE, FLAGRANT — gross-ly adv —
gross-ness n
2gross n (1579) 1 obs : AMOUNT, SUM 2 : overall total exclusive of de-
ductions
3gross vt (1884) : to earn or bring in (an overall total) exclusive of de~
ductions (as for taxes or expenses) — gross-er n
4gross n, pl gross [ME gros, prob. fr. AF grosse sum, whole, fr. fem. of
gros] (14¢) : an aggregate of 12 dozen things {a ~ of pencils)
gross anatomy » (1888) : a branch of anatomy that deals with the
macroscopic structure of tissues and organs
gross domestic product » (1970) : the gross national product exclud-
ing the value of net income earned abroad
gross national product n (1947) : the total value of the goods and ser-
vices produced by the residents of a nation during a specified period
(as a year) .
gross—out \'gros-aut\ », often attrib (ca. 1968) : something inspiring
disgust or distaste
gross out v (1965) : to offend, insult, or disgust by something gross
gross ton n (ca. 1923) : LONG TON
gros-su-lar \'gras-ya-lor\ n [NL Grossularia, genus name of the goose-
berry] (1819) : a variety of garnet that is most commonly green and
consists of calcium aluminum silicate
gros-su-la-rite \-lo-,rit\ # [G Grossularit, fr. NL Grossularia] (ca. 1847)
+ GROSSULAR
gro-szy \'gro-shé\ also grosz or grosze \'grosh\ n, pl groszy [Poll
(1916) — see zloty at MONEY table
1grot \'grit\ n [MF grotte, fr. It grotta] (1506) : GROTTO
gro-tesque \gro-'tesk\ n [MF & OIt; MF, fr. Olt (pittura) grottesca, lit.,
cave painting, fem. of grottesco of a cave, fr. grotta] (1561) 1 a: a style
of decorative art characterized by fanciful or fantastic human and ani-
mal forms often interwoven with foliage or similar figures that may dis-
tort the natural into absurdity, ugliness, or caricature b : a piece of
work in this style 2 : one that is grotesque ' 3 : SANS SERIF

zgrotesque adj (1603) : of, relating to, or having the characteristics of

the grotesque: as a : FANCIFUL, BIZARRE b : absurdly incongruous
C : departing markedly from the natural, the expected, or the typical
Syn see FANTASTIC — gro-tesque-ly adv — gro-tesque-ness n

gro-tes-que-rie also gro-tes.que-ry \gro-'tes-ko-ré\ n, pl -ries [gro-
tesque + F -erie -ery] (ca. 1666) 1 : something that is grotesque 2
: the quality or state of being grotesque : GROTESQUENESS

grot-to \'gra-()to\ n, pl ?rottoes also %ronos [It grotta, grotto, fr. L
crypta cavern, cryptj (1617) 1:cAvE : an artificial recess or struc-
ture made to resemble a natural cave

grotsty \'gri-té\ aqj grot.ti-er; -est [origin unknown] (1964) chiefly Brit
: wretchedly shabby : of poor quality; also : FILTHY, GROSS
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