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AT&T defends its data network from Verizon ad attacks

@ Prince McLean (https://appleinsider.com/editor/prince+mclean) / Nov 10, 2009

There’s a misrepresentation for that

Verizon's ads suggest that AT&T has no data coverage in much of the country by comparing only
AT&T's newer, faster 3.2 Mbit 3G network against its own 1.4 Mbit 3G EVDO while excluding any
mention of AT&T’s slower but functional EDGE service, as well as its free WiFi access points.

F Verizon Wireless

. 5X More 3G Coverage

Verizon's advertised 3G maps

T

A comparison of US population density explains
why AT&T hasn't focused its 3G deployment on
Nevada and rural areas of the Mountain Time Zone.

Actual US population map
(https://photos2.insidercdn.com/att.verizon.3g.coverage.png)
(https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?

_from_verizon_ad_attacks&text=AT %26 T+defends+its+data+network+from+Verizon+ad+attacks&url=https://appleinsider.com/articles/09/11/10/at

As Verizon has stepped up its efforts to portray AT&T's data network as sparse and largely unavailable, AT&T has published information
that shows Verizon isn't telling the whole story.

Verizon began advertising its 3G coverage against AT&T's in a series of ads poking fun at Apple's "there's an app for that" iPhone
commercials, presenting coverage maps of its own 3G CDMA/EVDO network in red against much more limited 3G service coverage maps for
AT&T's 3G network presented in blue.

Verizon's 3G

The problem is that Verizon isn't actually comparing the two company's data networks; it restricts its comparison to "3G data" because

outside of 3G, Verizon doesn't really have a data network; users revert to extremely slow CDMA 1xRTT service, which only provides dialup
speed data access.

Verizon began deploying EVDO Rev A as its 3G service enhancement in 2003, and by mid 2007 announced
(https://www.fiercewireless.com/press-releases/verizon-wireless-100-percent-wireless-broadband-network-now-enhanced-faster-speeds)

that its entire data network had been migrated over to the faster 3G technology, allowing download speeds of 0.6 to 1.4 Mbit and slightly
slower upload speeds.
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However, Verizon still says on its website (https://www.verizonwireless.com/b2c/mobilebroadband/?page=coverage) that for users "in Mobile
Broadband markets that do not yet have EV-DO Rev. A, you can expect download speeds of 400 to 700 Kbps and upload speeds of 60- to 80
Kbps."

There is no distinguishing between these two levels of service (one being similar to EDGE, the other being roughly twice as fast) on Verizon's
coverage maps.

Plans to upgrade beyond Rev A to EVDO Rev B or Ultra Mobile Broadband were put on hold when global carriers began to move away
(https://appleinsider.com/articles/09/11/04/bell_telus_provide_new_iphone_competition_in_canada.html) from Qualcomm's CDMA carrier
technologies to 3GPP UMTS, the emerging global standard for mobile networks. Verizon now plans to begin deploying LTE, which represents
the next generation of UMTS mobile networking, but is still years away from viable use. That means Verizon's existing 3G network is mature
and set in place, with little potential for performance enhancement.

AT&T's data networks

During the time Verizon was selling its slow CDMA 1xRTT data earlier in the decade, AT&T was building out GPRS, the similarly slow, dialup
speed data alternative associated with GSM networks globally. However, AT&T also began deploying EDGE, a "2.5G" service enhancement
that supplies typical download speeds of around 0.4 Mbit, approaching the low end of Verizon's EVDO Rev A 3G.

In 2005, AT&T began rolling out its first true UMTS 3G service, which enabled data service of up to 3.6 Mbit, significantly faster than Verizon's
EVDO. The company is now in the process of rolling out 7.4 Mbit enhanced UMTS data service in certain cities, including Charlotte, Chicago,
Dallas, Houston, Los Angeles and Miami. It plans to have the faster 7.2 3G service in 25 of its top 30 markets by the end of next year, and to
reach 90% of its 3G network by the end of 2011. By then, AT&T says it will begin deploying the faster LTE as well.

This year however, the company reports (https://www.att.com/gen/press-room?pid=4800&cdvn=news&newsarticleid=27068) having
installed an additional 2,000 cell sites to extend or improve service coverage. This includes deploying new 850 MHz 3G service which
existing phones can use, as well as augmenting its mobile network with the largest WiFi hotspot network in the US, with 20,000 sites. Apple
has worked with AT&T to setup automatic, free login to AT&T's WiFi networks on the iPhone whenever users come within range. WiFi offers far
faster network speeds than any type of 3G network, in the typical range of around 5 Mbps.

THE LEGEND
OF BATMAN

Verizon's 3G ruse

This historical setting allows Verizon to compare its entire data network against just the faster portion of AT&T's 3G mobile data network while
ignoring AT&T's existing 2.5G network that approaches Verizon's EVDO in speed. By only comparing the newest segment of AT&T's network,
Verizon can advertise "3G maps" that are technically accurate, but grossly misleading to users who want to obtain data service to download
email and access the web.
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It also appears that Verizon is counting its service areas providing less than Rev A service as part of its 3G coverage, when in fact these

ci3iver about the same perfgegance as AT&T's EDGE sepfigaws |(-|HO‘I'V'\I{I;T89/7APPLEINSIDER comHow- VIDEOS
(HTTPS://APPLEINSIDER.COM) (HTTPS://APPLEINSIDER.COM) (HTTPS://APPLEINSIDER COM/REVIEWS) . ' (HTTPS://APPLEI

Verizon doesn't mention that the network data activities it presents in its advertisements don't require 3G service and will work with any data
service. Nor does it call attention to the fact that AT&T's 3G network is already as much as twice as fast as its own, and is in the process of
being upgraded to even faster service.

Verizon's own LTE upgrade plans won't kick in for at least another year or two and won't be available to existing phone users (as new LTE
phones will be required to use it); modern phones like the iPhone 3GS can already use the faster 7.2 Mbit service AT&T is in the process of
deploying.

To 3G or not 3G:

Verizon ads count its own slow EVDO segments but not AT&T’s EDGE

35

28

broadband

21

0.7

AT&T EDGE 2.5G AT&T UMTS 3G Verizon EVDO 3G

Mobile data network speed ranges in Mbits, not counting AT&T’s 7.2 Mbit service only in select cities.

(https://photos2.insidercdn.com/att.verizon.3g.speed.png)

The fine print in Verizon's ads notes that its "five times more" 3G maps and comparisons relate only to surface area in square miles, not to the
percentage of coverage of actual population centers. AT&T says its entire data network reaches more than 296 million users, or 98% of the
population, while its 3G service is available in 9,400 cities in 350 metropolitan areas in the US. Most users are more interested in getting data
service where they live and work rather than knowing there is a certain number of square miles of land with Verizon's 3G service.

That has prompted AT&T to sue to stop (https://appleinsider.com/article.php?id=12175) Verizon's ads, while also publishing updates on its
own network upgrades (https://www.att.com/networknews).

AT&T is also working to expand its trial of the 3G MicroCell
(https://appleinsider.com/articles/09/09/21/att_3g_microcell_to_cost_150_require_no_monthly_fees.html), used to patch remaining service
holes with users' own Internet access, from the original test markets in Charlotte and Raleigh, North Carolina. On October 5, the trial was
expanded to include Atlanta, GA and Columbia, SC. Yesterday it added a pilot program in San Diego, CA. The company has still not yet
committed to a date for its nationwide launch, however.

Verizon's ads targeting AT&T are the company's best bet in defending steep losses as its parade of iPhone-killers fail to attract attention.
Applelnsider earlier reported (https://appleinsider.com/articles/09/11/06/report_apple_to_launch_verizon_iphone_in_q3_2010.html) that Apple
is believed to be developing a "worldmode" iPhone that can work across both AT&T's UMTS and Verizon's EVDO networks.

Until that arrives next year, Verizon can only advertise that the iPhone on AT&T doesn't really have enough usable service coverage, despite
the fact that iPhone users consume around half of the country's mobile data bandwidth. In the meantime, observers point out that its "there's
a map for that" ads really only serve to advertise the iPhone App Store, a subject Verizon should probably just ignore.

Headwater Partners I LLC
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(https://appleinsider.com/articles/24/07/24/iphone-17-
cameras-may-get-variable-aperture-for-better-bokeh)

iPhone 17 cameras may get variable aperture for better bokeh
(https://appleinsider.com/articles/24/07/24/iphone-17-cameras-may-get-variable-
aperture-for-better-bokeh)
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iPhone 17 again said to kill off plus size in favor of iPhone slim
(https://appleinsider.com/articles/24/07/24/iphone-17-again-said-to-kill-off-plus-
size-in-favor-of-iphone-slim)
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(https://appleinsider.com/articles/24/07/23/microsoft-
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Microsoft Copilot is fairly relaxed about trademark use
(https://appleinsider.com/articles/24/07/23/microsoft-copilot-is-fairly-relaxed-
about-trademark-use)
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Apple's M3 MacBook Air 15-inch with 16GB RAM, 512GB SSD drops to $1,499
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Sonos apologizes for screwing up its revamped iOS
app launch
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launch)
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Apple's M3 MacBook Pro 14-inch with 16GB RAM,
1TB SSD is on sale for a record low $1,749
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(https://appleinsider.com/articles/24/07/25/fortnite—coming—to—iphones—in—
the-eu-via-altstore)

Apple's iPhone shipments are still getting squeezed in China by rising rivals
(https://appleinsider.com/articles/24/07/25/apples-iphone-shipments-are-still-
getting-squeezed-in-china-by-rising-rivals)

(https://appleinsider.com/articles/24/07/25/apples-iphone-shipments-are-
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How to Factory Reset iPhone without Password or Apple ID
% . (https://appleinsider.com/articles/24/07/25/how-to-factory-reset-iphone-without-

password-or-apple-id)
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(https://appleinsider.com/articles/24/07/25/how-to-factory-reset-iphone-
without-password-or-apple-id)

LATEST VIDEOS

(https://appleinsider.co/articles/24/07/25/hands—on—everything—new—
with-carplay-in-ios-18)

Hands on: Everything new with CarPlay in iOS 18

(https://appleinsider.com/articles/24/07/25/hands-on-everything-new-with-

carplay-in-ios-18)

(https://appleinsider.com/inside/macos-sequoia/tips/how-to-get-started-
with-iphone-mirroring-in-ios-18-and-macos-sequoia)

How to use iPhone Mirroring in iOS 18 and macOS Sequoia
(https://appleinsider.com/inside/macos-sequoia/tips/how-to-get-started-with-
iphone-mirroring-in-ios-18-and-macos-sequoia)
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(https://appleinsider.com/articles/24/04/26/retro-gold-rush-these-
emulators-are-coming-to-the-app-store-soon)

Retro gold rush: which emulators are on the App Store, and what's coming

(https://appleinsider.com/articles/24/04/26/retro-gold-rush-these-emulators-are-

coming-to-the-app-store-soon)
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LATEST REVIEWS

(https://appleinsider.com/articles/24/07/24/oyen-digital-u34-bolt-ssd-
review---enormous-drive-speed-in-a-rugged-package)

Oyen Digital U34 Bolt SSD review - Enormous drive speed in a rugged package
(https://appleinsider.com/articles/24/07/24/oyen-digital-u34-bolt-ssd-review---
enormous-drive-speed-in-a-rugged-package)

(https://appleinsider.com/art|c|es/24/07/‘l2/Igitech-mx-keys-s-review-
great-typing-feel-and-feature-packed)

Logitech MX Keys S review: Great typing feel and feature packed
(https://appleinsider.com/articles/24/07/12/logitech-mx-keys-s-review-great-
typing-feel-and-feature-packed)
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