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CreateSnapshot 

Creates a snapshot of an Amazon EBS volume and stores it in Amazon 53. You can use snapshots for backups, to make copies of Amazon EBS volumes, 
and to save data before shutting down an instance. 

When a snapshot is created, any AWS Marketplace product codes that are associated with the source volume are propagated to the snapshot. 

You can take a snapshot of an attached volume that is in use. However, snapshots only capture data that has been written to your Amazon EBS volume 
at the time the snapshot command is issued; this may exclude any data that has been cached by any applications or the operating system. If you can 
pause any file systems on the volume long enough to take a snapshot, your snapshot should be complete. However, if you cannot pause all file writes to 
the volume, you should unmount the volume from within the instance, issue the snapshot command, and then remount the volume to ensure a 
consistent and complete snapshot. You may remount and use your volume while the snapshot status is p ending. 

To create a snapshot for Amazon EBS volumes that serve as root devices, you should stop the instance before taking the snapshot. 

Snapshots that are taken from encrypted volumes are automatically encrypted. Volumes that are created from encrypted snapshots are also 
automatically encrypted. Your encrypted volumes and any associated snapshots always remain protected . 

For more information, see Amazon Elastic Block Store and Amazon EBS Encrv.Rtion in the Amazon Elastic Compute Cloud User Guide for Linux. 

Request Parameters 

For information about the common parameters that all actions use, see Common Que[Y. Parameters . 

Description 

A description for the snapshot. 

Type: String 

Required: No 

Volumeld 

The ID of the Amazon EBS volume. 

Type: String 

Required: Yes 

DryRun 

Type: Boolean 

Required: No 

Response Elements 

The following elements are returned. 

requestld 

The ID of the request. 

Type: String 

snapshot 

Type: SnaRshot 

Errors 

For information about the errors that are common to all actions, see Common Client Errors. 

Examples 

Example 

This example creates a snapshot of the volume with the ID vol-1a2b3c4d. 

Sample Request 
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r"------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

' 

https: / /ec2. amazonaws. com/?Action=CreateSnapshot 
&Volumeid=vol-la2b3c4d 
&Description=Daily+Backup 
&AUTHPARAMS 

'-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sample Response 

<CreateSnapshotResponse xmlns="http://ec2.amazonaws.com/doc/2014-l0-0l/"> 
<requestid>59dbff89-35bd-4eac-99ed-be587EXAMPLE</requestid> 
<snapshotid>snap-la2b3c4d</snapshotid> 
<volumeid>vol-la2b3c4d</volumeid> 
<status>pending</status> 
<startTime>YYYY-MM-DDTHH:MM:SS.OOOZ</startTime> 
<progress>60%</progress> 
<ownerid>llll22223333</ownerid> 
<volumeSize>30</volumeSize> 
<description>Daily Backup</description> 

</CreateSnapshotResponse> 
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