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1. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items:
Box No. 1 Basis of the opinion
|:| Box No. I Priority
[:l Box No. III Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability
D Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention
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D Box No. VI Certain documents cited

2.  FURTHER ACTION

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this-opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the International
Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to
be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66.1bis(b) that written opinions of this International

Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application

Box No. VIII  Certain observations on the international application

Searching Authority will not be so considered.

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA a
written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing of Form
PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later.

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220.
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* WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY
PCT/NZ2007/000286
Box No. I Basis of this opinion
1. Withregard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of:
The international application in the language in which it was filed
A translation of the international application into, , which is the language of a

translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)).

2. D This opinion has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized by or notified
to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43bis.1(a))

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, this opinion has been '
established on the basis of:

a. type of material

D a sequence listing

[:l table(s) related to the sequence listing
b. format of material |

D on paper

D in electronic form
c. time of filing/furnishing

[:I contained in the international application as filed.
I:I filed together with the international application in electronic form.

D furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search.

4, In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been
filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that
in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished.

5. Additional comments:
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement
1. Statement
Novelty (N) Claims 26-28 YES
Claims 1-25 NO
Inventive step (IS) Claims YES
Claims 1-28 NO
Industrial applicability (IA)  Claims 1-28 ) YES
Claims : NO

2. Citations and explanations:
D1 = The Importance of Utilising Electronic Identification for Total Farm Management: A Case Study of
Dairy Farms on the South Coast of NSW
D2= WO 2006/059916
D3 = AU 775809
D4 = GB 2232053
D5= WO 2000/001226

Novelty (N): Claims 1-25

Claims 1-25:

Citation D1 discloses a computerised system (paragraph 5.1.4) that records/registers and identifies (diagram 5.1,
paragraph 5.4.1) animals, allowing animals priority entry via a channel to remote resources (diagram 5.2 — steps
19 and 20, paragraphs 5.3.1, 5.5.2). Therefore, the subject matter of independent claims 1, 16 and 20 lacks
novelty. The citation also discloses the features of dependent claims 2 to 3, 7 to 13, 17 and 21 to 23 (chapter 5),
4 (paragraphs 5.2.2.6, 5.2.2.9), 5, 18 and 25 (paragraph 5.2.2.8), 15 (paragraphs 5.5.1, 5.5.3), 6, 19 and 24
(paragraph 5.3.4) and 14 (paragraphs 5.2.2.3, 5.4.2). : :

Claims 1-4,7-14,16,17,20-23:

Citation D2 (page 10 lines 31 to 33, page 11 lines 11to 16, page 17 lines 9 to 11, page 21 lines 16 to 26, page 18
lines 17 to 28, figure 3, figure 5 etc.) discloses drafting priority animals for milking or feeding, rendering the
subject matter of the claims not novel.

Claims 1-5,9-18,20-23,24:

Citation D3 discloses a computerised system (page 69 line 35) that records/registers (page 22 lines 6 to 8, page
22 lines 21 to 25, page 77 lines 1 to 8) and identifies (page 80 lines 30 to 34) animals, allowing animals priority
entry via a channel 22 (having a queue threshold - figure 5) into sort pens 30 leading to one of several remote
resources (figure 7, page 94 line 1 to page 95 line 36) like feed pens A to D of a feedlot (page 28 lines 15 to 19).
Citation D3 (page 23 lines 24 to 30, page 4 line 3 to page 25 line 28) also discloses a similar approach
(identification, queuing) within a feedlot (figure 2). Therefore, the subject matter of independent claims 1, 16,
20 and that of the dependent claims cannot be considered novel.

NOTE: Continuation in Supplemental Box.
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Supplemental Box

Claims 1-4,9-13,15-17,20-23:

Citation D4 discloses a computerised system (page 3 line 23) that records/registers (page 1 line 25) and identifies (page
3 line 24) animals, allowing animals priority entry via a channel to remote resources (figure 2, page 4 lines 12 to 19).
Therefore, the subject matter of independent claims 1, 16 and 20 lacks novelty. The citation also discloses the features
of dependent claims 2 to 3, 17 and 21 to 23 (page 4 lines 12 to 19), claim 4 (page 1 line 28 - animal of weaker health),
claims 9, 10 (figure 1), claims 11 to 13 (page 4 lines 7 to 12, page 1 lines 12 to 18) and claim 15 (page 1 lines 21 to 26).

Claims 1-4,6-17,19-24:

Citation D5 discloses a computerised system (page 9 line 10) that records/registers (page 8 lines 21 to 22, page 10 lines
10 to 16, page 10 line 24) and identifies (page 10 lines 18 to 20) animals, allowing animals priority entry via a channel
| to remote resources (page 8 lines 10 to 14). Therefore, the subject matter of independent claims 1, 16 and 20 lacks
novelty. The citation also discloses the features of dependent claims 2 to 3, 17 and 21 to 23 (page 8 lines 10 to 14),
claims 4, 6, 15, 19, 24 (page 11 lines 4 to 11), claims 7 to 13 (page 9 lines 24 to 28, figure 1, page 9 line 11, page 11
lines 8 to 16) and claim 14 (page 11 lines 1 to 4).

Inventive Step (IS); Claims 1 to 28

Claims 1 to 25:

As above.

Citation D3 (which relates to beef cattle) is immediately applicable to dairy cattle. Hence, the subject matter of
dependent claim 7 lacks an inventive step in view of the disclosures in this citation.

Claims 26 to 28:

The subject matter of the claims lacks an inventive step because it merely involves the application or implementation of
a commonly known as well as a disclosed (citation D1 for example) technology to a specific dairy farm/floor layout.
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