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Symbian CEO Disses Linux-Based Android, Tells Google to
Bring It

Nokia, who happens to own a 47 percent stake in Symbian, may have
welcomed Google’s Android mobile OS with open arms yesterday, but the
same can’t be said for Symbian’s CEO Nigel Clifford (pictured right). During
a Tokyo news conference on Tuesday, Clifford reacted to the search giant’s
mobile inroads the way a CEO of […]

Nigel_cliffordNokia, who happens to own a 47 percent stake in Symbian, may

have welcomed Google's Android mobile OS with open arms yesterday, but the same

can't be said for Symbian's CEO Nigel Clifford (pictured right). During a Tokyo news

conference on Tuesday, Clifford reacted to the search giant's mobile inroads the way

a CEO of a rival OS is supposed to: by downplaying its significance.
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While he did admit that Google's commitment to openness was "a good thing,"

Clifford expressed some serious doubts about the logic of releasing yet another

Linux-based platform into the market.

AI Lab Newsletter by Will Knight
WIRED’s resident AI expert Will Knight takes you to the cutting edge of this fast-changing field and beyond—keeping you

informed about where AI and technology are headed. Delivered on Wednesdays.
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"One of the reactions is, it's another Linux platform," Network World quotes Clifford

as saying during the news conference. "There's 10, 15, 20, maybe 25 different Linux

platforms out there. It sometimes appears that Linux is fragmenting faster than it

unifies."

To look at the figures released today, it would appear Clifford's bravado is justified.

By almost all accounts, Symbian dominates the smart-phone market everywhere

except the U.S. The company announced on Tuesday it sold 20.4 million smart

phone software licenses in the third quarter of 2007, a rise of about 56 per cent from

13 million it sold last year. On the heels of those gains, the company also saw overall

revenue increase 30 percent to $54.2 million from the $40.3 million a year ago. Then

came the kicker: Symbian has bragging rights to 165 million smart phones shipped

using one form of its mobile operating system.

And Google? Well, the company has already admitted it has no built-in business

model for Android and is instead focused on "delighting users."

"I think if you look at the market share slides you'll see we're no stranger to

competing with big brands," Clifford said during the news conference. "One other

element is to look at where the biggest opportunity is, and that is competing inside
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our customers for those products which are currently using our customers' operating

systems."

As Network World points out, Symbian's three biggest supporters right now are

Samsung, LG and Motorola. Those companies also happen to be partners in Google's

new OHA. And whether Google is willing to admit it or not, the two platforms will

inevitably end up competing to get into those manufacturers' handsets.

On that note, it looks like Symbian isn't willing to give up much ground to some

upstart mobile OS.

"We're the market leader, and we aim to remain the market leader," Clifford said.

[Via Network World]
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Nokia to Google: Welcome to the Mobile Market! (PS We're Not ...
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READ MORE

‘Big Balls’ No Longer Works for the US Government
The technologist Edward Coristine, a key operative in Elon Musk's so-called Department of

Government Efficiency who's gone by the name "Big Balls" online, has resigned, the White House

tells WIRED.

VITTORIA ELLIOTT
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The 42 Best Movies on Hulu This Week
28 Weeks Later, Idiocracy, and Barbara Walters: Tell Me Everything are just a few of the movies you

need to watch on Hulu right now.
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The Groove Thing Is a Bluetooth Speaker and Vibrator Combo, Because Why
Not?
Now you can feel your music in an entirely different way, but it might not hit the right notes.

AMANDA CHATEL
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This Is Why High-End Electric Cars Are Failing
There's a simple reason why high-end EVs have failed to spark the imaginations of auto buyers. To

remedy this, manufacturers need to revisit the days of the Model T.

CARLTON REID

A Phone (That’s Not a Phone) to Help You Stop Using Your Phone
The Methaphone—a clear slab of smartphone-shaped acrylic—is part cheeky art project, part helpful

tool for those looking to curb their phone addiction.

ARIELLE PARDES
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Google Wants to Get Better at Spotting Wildfires From Space
A partnership with the nonprofit Earth Fire Alliance and satellite manufacturer Muon Space is giving

Google a better shot at tracking wildfires—and using AI to process all the data being collected.

BOONE ASHWORTH
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Top NordVPN Coupons: 76% Off, Plus 3 Months Free
Save up to 76% on 2-year plans and get 3 free months with our NordVPN discount codes.

SCOTT GILBERTSON

Top Home Depot Promo Codes and Coupons for June 2025
Save 10%, plus up to 50% with the latest Home Depot promo code and coupons for patio furniture,

appliances, power tools with verified discounts for June 2025.

MATTHEW KORFHAGE
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Save up to $500 This Month With Our Tempur-Pedic Promo Codes
Whether you’re looking to upgrade your mattress, purchase a new office chair, or swap out your

bedding, our Tempur-Pedic coupons are guaranteed to help you save.
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Scientists Are Sending Cannabis Seeds to Space
The versatile cannabis plant could, some scientists think, one day be useful for lunar and Martian

colonists. For now, researchers will subject its seeds to radiation in orbit and see what happens.

SARAH SINCLAIR

Why You Need a Mattress Protector or Encasement
There are mattress protectors, and there are mattress encasements. Which level of protection is

better for you?

JULIA FORBES
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