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Why the IPhone Doesn't Record Video

Apple’s iPhone can tell you what traffic’s like by color coding the roads in
its Google Maps application, so why can’t the iPhone record video? After
all, its processor is clearly fast enough to handle video recording, and it has
a 2-megapixel camera for taking still photos. One caller to the Wisconsin
Public Radio show [...]
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Apple's iPhone can tell you what traffic's like by color coding the roads in its Google
Maps application, so why can't the iPhone record video? After all, its processor is
clearly fast enough to handle video recording, and it has a 2-megapixel camera for
taking still photos.

One caller to the Wisconsin Public Radio show I appeared on this morning assigned

blame for the iPhone's lack of video recording to Apple being partners in the film
business. He claimed Steve Jobs's buddies didn't want people using their iPhones to
record movies in theaters.

My theory, on the other hand, has to do with Apple's overall approach. Ever notice
that there hasn't been a single iPod in the past five and a half years with the ability to
record music right out of the box? (I'm not talking voice memos here, I mean
connecting the thing to a stereo and recording CDs or vinyl directly to MP3.)
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There are hundreds of MP3 players that can record music, so why not the iPod? For
the same reason the iPod doesn'treceive FM: because Apple cannot protect the user
from bad-sounding audio. What if you were to record something too hot, resulting
inhorrible digital clipping, or too low, putting too much noise in the signal? Apple
would have to include a volume meter to helpyou set the volume level at the right
level, or some other sort of volumestabilizer, and even then, it'd be possible to
record something andhave it sound horrible. There's also the matter of naming
andorganizing recordings (something that would, granted, be easier using an
iPhone's virtual keyboard rather than the iPod's two-way scrollwheel).

It's true that Apple discourages piracy in several ways, but that's not the primary
reason Apple's portableproducts don't record audio and video, iPhone included.
It'sbecause Steve Jobs can't abide the thought of someone using his productsto make
something that looks or sounds like crap.

(Another question is why the iPhone doesn't allow videoconferencing. That's
probably a bandwidth-related issue. I

expect the eventual 2G iPhone to run on a faster wireless network than Edge andto
allow video chat -- but still not video or audio recording.)

(image from news.com)
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Everything You Say to Your Echo Will Soon Be Sent to Amazon, and You Can’t
Opt Out

Amazon is killing its “Do Not Send Voice Recordings” privacy feature on March 28 as the company

aims to bolster Alexa+, its new subscription assistant.
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How to Shop for Vinyl Records Online
Don't just load up on Amazon! Here are the best ways to find your favorite records on wax.

PARKER HALL

The Best Video Doorbell Cameras

Never miss a delivery. These WIRED-tested picks will help you keep tabs on your front door from

anywhere.
SIMON HILL
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Our 8 Favorite Down Comforters

Snuggle up under our favorite comforters for every season and every budget.

LOURYN STRAMPE

TRENDING STORIES
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How Do | Find a Mattress?

After testing nearly two dozen mattresses, [ have some tips on how you can find the best mattress
for you, from firmness and materials to deciphering warranties.

MOLLY HIGGINS
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The Anti-DEI Agenda Is Reprogramming America
President Trump’s anti-DEI playbook doesn’t just affect the makeup of America’s workplaces. It also

impacts cultural production. Just ask Netflix’s former head of diversity.

JASON PARHAM

DOGE’s Cuts at the USDA Could Cause US Grocery Prices to Rise and Invasive
Species to Spread

Thousands of US Department of Agriculture employees, including food inspectors and disease-
sniffing-dog trainers, remain out of work, leaving food to rot in ports and pests to proliferate.

KATE KNIBBS

7112

Maxell, Ltd.
Ex. 2031
Page 7 of 12

https://www.wired.com/2007/06/why-the-iphone-2/


https://www.wired.com/story/anti-dei-agenda-reprogramming-america/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_36b7cdb8-9c22-4141-bbce-ba8c1d0bd4da_roberta-similarity1_fallback_cral-top2-2
https://www.wired.com/story/anti-dei-agenda-reprogramming-america/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_36b7cdb8-9c22-4141-bbce-ba8c1d0bd4da_roberta-similarity1_fallback_cral-top2-2
https://www.wired.com/story/anti-dei-agenda-reprogramming-america/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_36b7cdb8-9c22-4141-bbce-ba8c1d0bd4da_roberta-similarity1_fallback_cral-top2-2
https://www.wired.com/story/usda-food-supply-chains/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_36b7cdb8-9c22-4141-bbce-ba8c1d0bd4da_roberta-similarity1_fallback_cral-top2-2
https://www.wired.com/story/usda-food-supply-chains/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_36b7cdb8-9c22-4141-bbce-ba8c1d0bd4da_roberta-similarity1_fallback_cral-top2-2
https://www.wired.com/story/usda-food-supply-chains/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_36b7cdb8-9c22-4141-bbce-ba8c1d0bd4da_roberta-similarity1_fallback_cral-top2-2
https://www.wired.com/story/usda-food-supply-chains/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_36b7cdb8-9c22-4141-bbce-ba8c1d0bd4da_roberta-similarity1_fallback_cral-top2-2

3/17/25, 9:24 PM Why the IPhone Doesn't Record Video | WIRED

The Renault 5 Turbo 3E, the World'’s First Electric Mini-Supercar, Looks as
Bonkers as We Hoped

The electric return of Renault’s iconic sports car has just taken a step closer to reality—and we got
our first glimpse of it.

VERITY BURNS
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Which Amazon Echo or Alexa Speaker Is Best for You?

We’ve rounded up our favorite speakers that let you talk to Alexa, from the best Echo speakers to
third-party options like the Sonos Era.

NENA FARRELL

https://www.wired.com/2007/06/why-the-iphone-2/ 9/12
Maxell, Ltd.
Ex. 2031

Page 9 of 12


https://www.wired.com/gallery/best-alexa-and-amazon-echo-speakers/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_36b7cdb8-9c22-4141-bbce-ba8c1d0bd4da_roberta-similarity1_fallback_cral-top2-2
https://www.wired.com/gallery/best-alexa-and-amazon-echo-speakers/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_36b7cdb8-9c22-4141-bbce-ba8c1d0bd4da_roberta-similarity1_fallback_cral-top2-2
https://www.wired.com/gallery/best-alexa-and-amazon-echo-speakers/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_36b7cdb8-9c22-4141-bbce-ba8c1d0bd4da_roberta-similarity1_fallback_cral-top2-2
https://www.wired.com/gallery/best-alexa-and-amazon-echo-speakers/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_36b7cdb8-9c22-4141-bbce-ba8c1d0bd4da_roberta-similarity1_fallback_cral-top2-2
https://www.wired.com/gallery/best-apple-3-in-1-wireless-chargers/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_36b7cdb8-9c22-4141-bbce-ba8c1d0bd4da_roberta-similarity1_fallback_cral-top2-2

3/17/25, 9:24 PM Why the IPhone Doesn't Record Video | WIRED

These 3-in-1 Wireless Chargers Can Juice Up Your iPhone, Apple Watch, and
AirPods at the Same Time

Keep your iPhone, Apple Watch, and AirPods topped up with these WIRED-tested docking systems.

SIMON HILL

The Best RAM for Your PC

Building a new computer or looking to upgrade your memory? Here are our favorite options right
now.

BRAD BOURQUE
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These Laptop Stands Run My Household, and Life Is Better for It

Attention Apple users: Rain Design makes the best minimal, fuss-free stands for Macbooks, iMacs,
iPads, and iPhones.

BOUTAYNA CHOKRANE

You May Like Sponsored Links by Taboola

Flight Attendant Reveals How To Fly Business Class For The Price of Economy
Online Shopping Tools

Al Bot Flips Wall Street on Its Head: Turns $1K into $50K in Record 30 Days

Investing Wisdom

Stop Wasting Time Painting Your Garage Floor. Do This Instead

Renuity Garage Coating

Look For Any High School Yearbook, It's Free
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