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954 pluck • pluperfect 
2pluck n (15c) 1 : an act or instance of plucking or pulling 2 : the 

heart, liver, lungs, and trachea of a slaughtered animal esp. as an item 
of food 3 : courageous readiness to fight or continue against odds 
: dogged resolution 

plucky \'pla-ke\ adj pluck,i,er; -est (1840) : SPIRITED, BRAVE -
p!uck,i•IY \'pla-ka-le\ adv - pluck,i,ness \'pla-ke-Ms\ n 

1 plug \'plag\ n [D, fr. MD plugge; akin to MHG pfloc plug] (1606) 1 a 
: a piece used to fill a hole : STOPPER b : an obtruding or obstructing 
mass of material resembling a stopper 2 : a flat compressed cake of 
tobacco 3 : a smaH core or segment removed from a larger object 4 
: something inferior; esp : an inferior often aged or unsound horse 5 
a : HYDRANT, FIREPLUG b : SPARK PLUG 6 : an artificial fishing lure 
used primarily for casting and made with one or more sets of gang 
hooks 7 : any of various devices resembling or functioning like a 
plug: as a : a male fitting for making an electrical connection to a live 
circuit by insertion in a receptacle (as an outlet) b : a device for con­
necting electric wires to a jack 8 : a piece of favorable publicity or a 
favorable mention usu. incorporated in general matter 

2plug vb plugged; plug,ging vt (1630) 1 a: to stop, make tight, or se­
cure by inserting a plug b : to remedy (a deficiency) as if by inserting 
a plug <trying to~ the gaps in their understanding) 2 : to hit with a 
bullet : SHOOT 3 : to advertise or publicize insistently ~ vi 1 : to be­
come plugged - usu. used with up 2 : to work doggedly and persis­
tently (plugged away at her homework) 3 : to fire shots - plug,ger 
n - plug into 1 : to connect or become connected to by or as ifby 
means of a plug <the city was plugged into the new highway system) 2 
: to load into as if by means of a plug (plugged the data into a comput­
er) 

plug and play n (1993) : a feature of a computer system by which pe­
ripherals are automatically detected and configured by the operating 
system - plug-and-play adj . 

plugged adj (1694) 1 of a coin : altered by the insertion of a plug of 
base metal 2 : closed by or as if by a plug : OBSTRUCTED 

plugged-in \'plggd-'in\ ac(j (1968) : technologically or socially in­
formed and connected <~ teenagers) 

plug hat n (1863): a man's stiff hat (as a bowler or top hat) 
1plug-in \'pfag-,in\ ac(j (1922) : designed to be connected to an electric 

circuit by plugging in <a~ toy) <a~ circuit board) 
2plug-in n (1946) 1 : something that plugs in 2 : a small piece of soft­

ware that supplements a larger program (as a browser) 
plug in vi (1893) : to establish an electric circuit by inserting a plug~ 
vt : to attach or connect to an electric receptacle (as an outlet) 

plug,o,la \(,)pla-'go-!g\ n [plug+ -ola (as in payola)] (1959): incidental 
advertising on radio or television that is not purchased like regular ad-
vertising 

plug-ug,ly \'p!ag-,ag-le\ n (1856) : THUG, TOUGH; esp : one hired to in­
timidate 

plum \'plam\ n, often attrib [ME, fr. OE plume, modif. of L prunum 
plum, fr. Gkproumnon] (bef. 12c) 1 : any of various trees and shrubs 
(genus Prunus) of the rose family with globular to oval smooth-skinned 
edible fruits that are drupes with oblong seeds; also : the fruit 2 : any 
of various trees with edible fruits resembling plums; also : the fruit 3 
a : a raisin when used in desserts b : SUGARPLUM 4 : something su­
perior or very desirable; esp : something desirable given in retur.n for a 
favor 5 : a dark reddish purple - plum,like \-,Ilk\ adj • 

plum,age \'plil-mij\ n [ME, fr. MF, fr. OF, fr. plume feather - more at 
PLUME] (14c) : the feathers of a bird - plum,aged \-mijd\ ac(j 

1plumb \'plgm\ n [ME, fr. AF plum,plomb, fr. Lplumbum lead] (14c): a 
lead weight attached to a line and used to indicate a vertical direction 
- out of plumb or off plumb : out of vertical or true 

2plumb adv (15c) 1 : straight down or up : VERTICALLY 2 chiefly dial 
: to a complete degree: ABSOLUTELY <'you're~ crazy', she remarked, 
with easy candor -Harper's Weekly) 3 : in a direct manner : EXACT­
LY; also : without interval of time : IMMEDIATELY 

3 plumb vt (15c) 1 : to weight with lead 2 a : to measure the depth of 
with a plumb b: to examine minutely and critically <~ingthe book's 
complexities) 3 : to adjust or test by a plumb line 4 : to seal with 
lead 5 [back-formation fr. plumber] : to supply with or install as 
plumbing ,,,.._, vi : to work as a plumber 

4plumb ac(j (15c) 1 : exactly vertical or true 2 : THOROUGH, COM­
PLETE syn see VERTICAL 

plum,ba,go \,plam-'ba-(,)g6\ n, pl -gos [Lplumbagin-, plumbago gale­
na, fr. plumbum] (1747) 1 [NL, fr. L] : any of a genus (Plumbago of 
the family Plumbaginaceae, the plumbago family) of chiefly tropical 
herbs and shrubs with alternate leaves and spikes of showy fiowers 2 
: GRAPHITE 1 

plumb bob n (ca. 1840) : the metal bob of a plumb line 
plumb,er \'pla-mgr\ n [ME, fr. AF plummer, plomner, fr. Lplumbarius, 
fr. plumbum] (!Sc) 1 : a dealer or worker in lead 2 : one who in­
stalls, repairs, and maintains piping, fittings, and fixtures involved in 
the distribution and use of water in a building 3 : a person whose job 
is to prevent or put an end to leaks of sensitive information 

plumber's helper n (1952): PLUNGER d - called also plumber's friend 
plumber's snake n (1938) : a long flexible rod or cable usu. of steel 
that is used to free clogged pipes 

plumb,ing \'p]g-mi1J\ n (1666) 1 : the act of using a plumb 2 : a 
plumber's occupation or trade 3 a : the apparatus (as pipes and fix­
tures) concerned in the di.,tribJJtion and use of ,vater in a building b 
: an internal system that resembles plumbing; esp : one consisting of 
conduits or channels for conveying fluids 

plum,bism \'p]gm-,bi-zam\ n [Lplumbum lead] (1876): lead poisoning 
esp. when chronic 

plumb line n (15c) 1 : a line (as of cord) 
that has at one end a weight (as a plumb 
bob) and is used esp. to determine verticali­
ty 2 : a line directed to the center of grav­
ity of the earth : a vertical line 

1plume \'pliim\ n [ME, fr. AF, fr. L pluma 
small soft feather - more at FLEECE] (14c) 
1 : a feather of a bird; as a : a large con­
spicuous or showy feather b : CONTOUR 
FEATHER C : PLUMAGE d : a cluster of 
distinctive feathers 2 a : material (as a 
feather, cluster of feathers, or a tuft of hair) P plume 2a 

worn as an ornament b : a token of honor or prowess : PRIZE 
: something resembling a feather (as in shape, appearance, or 
ness): as a : a plumose appendage of a plant b : an elongate 
usu. open and mobile column or band (as of smoke, exhaust 
blowing snow) c : an animal structure having a main shaft 
many hairs or filamentous parts; e;p : a full bushy tail d : any of 
eral columns of molten rock rising from the earth's lower mantle 
are theorized to drive tectonic plate movement and to underlie 
spots 

2 plume vt plumed; plum,ing (15c) 1 a : to provide or deck iv· 
feathers b : to array showily 2 : to indulge (oneself) in pride With lth 
obvious or vain display of self-satisfaction 3 of a bird a : to Pre"n 
and arrange the feathers of (itself) b : to preen and arrange (feathe;n) 

plumed adj (!Sc) : provided with or adorned with or as if with a Plui; 
- often used in combination <a white-plumed egret) e 

plume,let \'pliim-lat\ n (ca. 1847) : a small tuft or plume 
plu,me,ria \plil-'mir-e-a\ n [NL, genus name. fr. Charles Plumier t1704• 
Fr. botanist] (1753) : FRANGIPANI 

1 plum,met \'pla-mat\ n [MEplomet, fr. AF plume!, plomet, fr.plum lead 
lead weight - more at PLUMB] (14c) : PLUMB; also : PLUMB LINE , 

2plummet vi (1937) 1 : to fall perpendicularly <birds ~ed down) < 
: to drop sharply and abruptly <Prices ~ed) 

plum,my \'pla-me\ adj plum,mi,er; -est (1759) 1 a: full of plums ( 
rich~ cake) b , CHOICE, DESIRABLE <got a~ role in the movie) 2 a : having a plum color b : rich and mellow often to the point of af 
fectation (a,-...., singing voice) ~ 

plu,mose \'plii-,mos\ adj (ca. 1727) 1 : having feathers or plumes 
: FEATHERED 2 : FEATHERY <~ setae) ,/ 

1plump \'plamp\ vb [ME] vi (14c). 1 : to drop, sink, or come in contacfi 
suddenly or heavily <~ed down m the chair) 2: to favor or decide i 
favor of someone or something strongly or emphatically - used Wittl' 
for ~ vt 1 : to drop, cast, or place suddenly or heavily 2 : to give 
support and favorable publicity to 

2plump n (!Sc) : a sudden plunge, fall, or blow; also : the sound made by 
a plump 

3 plump adv (1594) 1 : with a sudden or heavy drop 2 a : straight 
down b ; straight ahead 3 : without qualification : DIRECTLY <~ 
out of luck) 

4plump n [MEplumpe] (15c) chiefly dial: GROUP, FLOCK <a~ of ducks 
rose at the same time -H. D. Thoreau) 

5plump vb ['plump] vt (1533) : to make plump~ vi : to become plump 
6 plump adj [ME, dull, blunt, fr. MD plomp] (1569) 1 : having a full 

rounded usu. pleasing form (a,_,, woman) 2 : AMPLE, ABUNDANT_ 
plump,ish \'plam-pish\ adj 

plump,en \'plam-pan\ vb (1687): 5PLUMP 
1 plump,er \'plam-par\ n ['plump] (1690) : an object carried in the 

mouth to fill out the cheeks • 
2plumper n ['plump] (ca. 1785) chiefly Brit: a vote for only one candi­

date when two or more are to be elected to the same office 
1 plump,ly \'plgm-ple\ adv (1611) : in a plump way <a~ pretty girl) 
2 plumply adv ['plump] (1786) : in a wholehearted manner and without 

hesitation or circumlocution : FORTHRIGHTLY 
1 plump•ness \'plamp-nas\ n (1545) : the quality or state of being plump 
2 plumpness n (1780): freedom from hesitation or circumlocution 
plum pudding n (1711) : a rich boiled or steamed pudding containing 
fruits and spices , 

plum tomato n (ca. 1900) : a small oblong tomato 
plu,mule \'plii-(,)myiil\ n [NLplumula, fr. L, dim. of pluma small soft 
feather - more at FLEECE] (ca. 1741) 1 : the primary bud of a plant 
embryo usu. situated at the apex of the hypocotyl and consisting of 
leaves and an epicotyl 2 : a down feather 

plumy \'plil-me\ adj plum,i,er; -est (1582) 1 : DOWNY 2 : having or 
resembling plumes 

1plun,der \'plan-dar\ vb plun,dered; plun,der,ing \-d(a-)ril)\ [G 
p/iindern] vt (1632) 1 a : to take the goods of by force (as in war): PIL­
LAGE, SACK <invaders ~ed the town) b : to take by force or wrong­
fully: STEAL, LOOT <~ed artifacts from the tomb) 2: to make exten­
sive use of as if by plundering: use or use up wrongfully<~ the land) ~ vi : to commit robbery or looting - plun,der,er \-dar-ar\ n 

2plunder n (1643) 1 : an act of plundering ; PILLAGING 2 : something. 
taken by force, theft, or fraud : LOOT 3 chiefly dial : personal or 
household effects syn see SPOIL 

plun,der,ous \-d(a-)ras\ a(ij (1845): given to plundering 
1 plunge \'p!anj\ vb plunged; plung,ing [ME, fr. AF plunger, fr. VL 

"plumbicare, fr. L plumbum lead] vt (14c) 1 : to cause to penetrate or 
enter quickly and forcibly into something <Plunged the dagger) 2 : to . 
cause to enter a state or course of action usu. suddenly, unexpectedly,'· 
or violently (plunged the nation into economic depression) ,....._, vi 1 
: to thrust or cast oneself into or as if into water 2 a : to become 
pitched or thrown headlong or violently forward and downward; also 
: to move oneself in such a manner (plunged off the embankment) b 
: to act with reckless haste : enter suddenly or unexpectedly <plunges 
into project after project) c : to bet or gamble heavily and recklessly 
3 : to descend or dip suddenly <the stock's value plunged) 

2plunge n (!Sc) : an act or instance of plunging : DIVE; also : SWIM 
plung,er \'plan-jgr\ n (1611) : one that plunges: as a : DIVER b_: a 
reckless garnb1er or spt:culaior c (1) : a sliding reciprocating piece 
driven by or against fluid pressure; e,p : PISTON (2) : a piece with a 
motion like that,of a ram or piston d : a rubber suction cup on a han~ 
die used to free plumbing traps and waste outlets of obstructions 

plunk \'pla1Jk\ or plonk \'pla1Jk, 'pl61Jk\ vb [imit.J vt (1805) 1 : to 
pluck or hit so as to produce a quick, hollow, metallic, or harsh soun~ 
2 : to set down suddenly : PLUMP~ vi 1 : to make a plunking soun 
2 : to drop abruptly : DIVE 3 : to come out in favor of someone or 
something : PLUMP - used with for - plunk n - plunk,er n 

plunk down vi (1891) : to drop abruptly : settle into position~ vt 1 a 
: to put down usu. firmly or abruptly (plunked the items down on the 
counter) b: to settle (oneself) into position <plunked himself down °0 

the bench) 2 : to pay out <reluctant to plunk down the money for a· 
new car) 

plu,per,fect \,plli-'pgr-fikt\ adj [ME plupe1fyth, modif. of LL plus· 
quampe1fectus, lit., more than perfect] (15c) 1 : PAST PERFECT 2 : ut· 
terly perfect or complete - pluperfect n 
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