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Glossary.of Semiconductor Terms

Advanced Manufacturing: “Manufacturing” is making things, whether it's food, paper, cars, or computer chips. “Advanced Manufacturing”

means there is a lot of automation used to make things. The semiconductor industry is considered Advanced Manufacturing.

Bunny suit: The suits that people wear in the fab. They keep us from shedding lint and dust onto the wafers.

Chips or Computer Chips: The “brains” inside many of today’s devices like smartphones, tablets, VR headsets, laptops, etc. Sometimes

people call chips “semiconductors” or “integrated circuits”.

Die: Hundreds, or even thousands of chips, are built onto a single wafer. When the wafer is finished, we dice up the individual chips, also

called die.

Advanced Bunny Suit Chips or

Manufacturing Computer Chips

Fab: Short for “fabrication”, which means “manufacturing” or “making”. The fab is where we the make semiconductors. Sometimes we

refer to the fab as the "clean room”

Semiconductor: When people talk about “semiconductors” they are talking about computer chips, or simply “chips”. The chips are built

onto silicon, which is not a conductor or an insulator, but has properties in between — that's where we get the name semiconductor.

Silicon: An element (with the chemical symbol Si) that we can get from sand or quartz (which is Silicon Dioxide, chemical symbol SiO2 ).

When melted at high temperatures, pure silicon can be pulled into an solid cylindrical ingot and then sliced into thin wafers.
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onto silicon, which is not a conductor or an insulator, but has properties in between — that’s where we get the name semiconductor.

Silicon: An element (with the chemical symbol Si) that we can get from sand or quartz (which is Silicon Dioxide, chemical symbol SiO2 ).

When melted at high temperatures, pure silicon can be pulled into an solid cylindrical ingot and then sliced into thin wafers.
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Fab Semiconductor Silicon Transistors Wafer

Transistors: The tiny devices built into the computer chips that do all of the calculations. There can be billions of transistors ona single

computer chip! On GF chips, each transistor can be as small as 12 nanometers.

Wafer: The flat round disk of silicon, which chips are built on.
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