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ture Ring, and Ident-a-Call.

While distinctive ringing is common in busi-
nesses with private exchanges, there are now
phones and peripherals for residential and small
business users which will distinguish calls on
separate lines, or provide a means to call
through to another callee with codes that make
a different ringing sound or sequence. 1It's
handy if you get a lot of calls for teenagers
that you want them to answer themselves.

distort To deform, contort, warp or pervert
out of a normal sound, shape or condition.
Distortion is sometimes intentional, as in dis-
torting the sound from an electric guitar or syn-
thesizer to create some special effect. In most
cases, however, distortion of a transmission is
an undesirable fault condition.

distortion An undesirable change in the ba-
sic characteristics of a wave or data transmis-
sion sufficient to interfere with the informa-
tion, or its perception. Extraneous noise is not
technically considered to be distortion. In vi-
sual images, distortion usually involves unde-
sirable aberrations in the basic characteristics
of the image, such as color, shapes, or lines
which misform or obscure the original features,
or of the entire image, in which case the outer
contours may become squeezed or twisted. Tn
sound distortion, the pitch, speed, or timbre of
the sound may be altered, to make it difficult
to discern the content or source of the sound.

distribute To apportion, spread out, scatter,
dole, deal out, or dispense; to give out, broad-
cast, or deliver to members in a group.

distributed backbone A backbone is a cen-
tral ‘artery’ or trunk in a network. A distrib-
uted backbone is one in which network seg-
ments are interconnected through hubs joined
with backbone cables. Thus, there may be
multiple segments or rings, joined to one an-
other through a backbone segment. See back-
bone, collapsed backbone.

distributed computing A system in which
the computing processes are divided up, par-
celled out, or otherwise handled simulta-
neously, or in which computing services are
apportioned, broadcast, or delivered to users.
A local area network (LAN) or wide area net-
work (WAN) are examples of distributed com-
puting environments. Users of individual work-
stations ¢an work independently of one an-
other on tasks that are frequently carried out,
yet can share common files, applications, and
devices distributed around the system. This
permits more open and efficient use of re-
sources.
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A render farm is another example of distrib-
uted computing in which a centralized system
parcels out individual tasks related to construct-
ing 3D models and images. These are assigned
to various machines, and the completed pro-
cesses or objects reintegrated to create a com-
pleted rendering, thus potentially speeding up
processing time. The Internet represents an
example of distributed computing in that rout-
ing and transmitting of messages occurs
through a cooperative network of many inter-
connected systems; and many common re-
sources (Web sites, archives, applications,
search utilities, online chats) are shared among
users.

Distributed Computing Environment DCE.
A commercially developed set of services from
Digital Equipment Corporation (DEC) that sup-
ports the development, maintenance, and use
of distributed computer applications. It is based
on the Open Software Foundation’s DCE. (The
Open Software Foundation is now The Open
Group.)

distributed file system A file system which
is distributed across more than one partition,
more than one device, more than one work-
station, or more than one system. Some oper-
ating systems can set up a distributed file sys-
tem across partitions, or across disks, in such a
way that a directory or set of files appears to
the user as though it were all in one place,
thus making it transparent, appearing as a single
logical unit, even though the physical under-
pinnings are different devices. See redundant
array of inexpensive disks (RAID).

distributed network administration DNA.
1. A wiring and services distribution scheme
which divides up the administration and ac-
tual physical connections into smaller units,
which may be one per department, one per
floor, or some other arrangement. This is con-
venient for systems where there are significant
physical limits on the length of individual trans-
missions cables (as in some fiber optic instal-
lations), or where operations or maintenance
personnel are assigned to different sections of
the building, or where different types of wir-
ing are used for different departments or areas
of the premises. See distribution, distribution
frame. 2. A wireless services system in which
administration is subdivided into particular re-
gions or sections of the service (a local area,
city, or state). This is a common administra-
tive system for nationwide wireless systems that
cover a large area of territory, but through
which many users roam from region to region.

Distributed Queue Dual Bus DQDB. A con-
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