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(57) ABSTRACT 

Where each of Switches opposed to each other detects 
optical-Signal shutoff or optical-Signal deterioration on the 
reception side of its port, the Switch brings a link of the port 
down and outputs an auto-negotiation configuration code, as 
an LAN signal. Upon receiving the LAN Signal transmitted 
from the Switch, a repeating-transmission apparatus trans 
mits the transmitted Signal to an auto-negotiation monitor. 
The auto-negotiation monitor performs code analysis for the 
transmitted LAN signal. Where the auto-negotiation monitor 
detects that the transmitted LAN Signal is the auto-negotia 
tion configuration code, it notifies a monitor apparatus that 
“The Switch detects a failure and the link is down.', as an 
alarm. 
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AUTO-NEGOTIATION MONITOR SYSTEM, 
REPEATING-TRANSMISSION APPARATUS, AND 
AUTO-NEGOTIATION MONITOR METHOD USED 

THEREFOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0001) 1. Field of the Invention 
0002 This application claims priority to prior application 
JP 2003-342750, the disclosure of which is incorporated 
herein by reference 
0003. The present invention relates to an auto-negotiation 
monitor System, a repeating-transmission apparatus, and an 
auto-negotiation monitor method used therefor, and particu 
larly relates to a technology for detecting a failure that 
occurs in a network for transferring an LAN (local area 
network) signal between Switches via the repeating-trans 
mission apparatus and determining the failure point. 
0004 2. Description of the Related Art 
0005 Usually, in a known network including Ethernet (a 
registered trademark) Switches (hereinafter referred to as 
LAN Switches) connected to each other with a long distance 
therebetween, a repeating-transmission apparatus is pro 
vided between the LAN Switches for increasing the LAN 
Signal propagation distance (refer to Japanese Unexamined 
Patent Publication (JP-A) No. 2003-110585, for example). 
0006. In general, the repeating-transmission apparatus 
and the LAN Switches are monitored by a monitor apparatus, 
So as to detect a failure and determine the failure point in the 
event of failure. However, where a failure occurs in an 
optical fiber on the reception side of the LAN Switch, the 
failure can be detected only by the LAN Switch, not by the 
repeating-transmission apparatus. That is to Say, where a 
failure occurs in an optical fiber on the transmission side of 
the repeating-transmission apparatus, Signal deterioration or 
optical-Signal Shutoff in the optical fiber can be detected only 
by the LAN Switch. Though the repeating-transmission 
apparatus cannot monitor the Signal deterioration, the opti 
cal-signal shutoff, and the link state of the LAN Switches, 
this configuration presents no problem, as long as the 
monitor apparatus monitors the LAN Switches and the 
repeating-transmission apparatus. 

0007. However, a problem may arise in the case where 
the LAN Switches are not monitored by the monitor appa 
ratus for Some reason that the administrator or the monitor 
system for the LAN Switches is different from that of the 
repeating-transmission apparatus. Where the administrator 
of the LAN Switches is different from that of the repeating 
transmission apparatus, the repeating-transmission appara 
tus is owned by a carrier for leasing lines and the LAN 
Switch is owned by a customer of the carrier, for example. 
According to the above-described configuration, the monitor 
apparatus cannot monitor the LAN Switch. Subsequently, the 
monitor apparatus cannot detect the failure in the reception 
side optical fiber of the LAN Switch and determine the 
failure point. Therefore, where a failure occurs in the recep 
tion-side optical fiber of the LAN Switch, it takes much time 
to detect the failure, determine the failure point, and put the 
System back in order. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0008 Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide an auto-negotiation monitor System that can 
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monitor the link state of LAN Switches opposed to each 
other and determine which of the opposing LAN Switches 
brought its link down. 
0009. Another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a repeating-transmission apparatus Suitable for the 
above-described auto-negotiation monitor System. 
0010 Still another object of the present invention is to 
provide an auto-negotiation monitor method used for the 
above-described repeating-transmission apparatus. 
0011. An auto-negotiation monitor System according to 
the present invention transferS local-area-network signals 
between opposing Switches via at least one of repeating 
transmission apparatus and monitors the repeating-transmis 
Sion apparatus and the opposing Switches by a monitor 
apparatuS. 

0012. According to an aspect of the present invention, the 
repeating-transmission apparatus comprises a code discrimi 
nation block that receives the local-area-network Signal 
transmitted from each of the opposing Switches and that 
determines whether or not a predetermined code for auto 
negotiation exists by monitoring the local-area-network Sig 
nal, where the auto-negotiation is performed for establishing 
connection between the opposing Switches. The repeating 
transmission apparatus further comprises an alarm unit for 
determining which of the Switches transmitted the predeter 
mined auto-negotiation code that arrived earlier than the 
other, where the code discrimination unit determines that the 
predetermined auto-negotiation code exists, and notifying 
the monitor apparatus of the determination result, as an 
alarm. 

0013. According to another aspect of the present inven 
tion, a repeating-transmission apparatus is provided between 
opposing Switches opposed to each other for repeating and 
transferring a local-area-network Signal. The repeating 
transmission apparatus is monitored by a monitor apparatus, 
with the opposing Switches. 
0014) The repeating-transmission apparatus includes a 
code discrimination block that receives the local-area-net 
work Signal transmitted from each of the opposing Switches 
and that determines whether or not a predetermined code for 
auto-negotiation exists by monitoring the local-area-net 
work signal, where the auto-negotiation is performed for 
establishing connection between the opposing Switches. The 
repeating-transmission apparatus further includes an alarm 
unit for determining which of the opposing Switches trans 
mitted the predetermined auto-negotiation code that arrived 
earlier than the other, where the code discrimination unit 
determines that the predetermined auto-negotiation code 
exists, and notifying the monitor apparatus of the determi 
nation result, as an alarm. 

0015 According to still another aspect of the present 
invention, an auto-negotiation monitor method is provided 
for transferring local-area-network signals between oppos 
ing Switches opposed to each other via at least one repeating 
transmission apparatus and monitoring the repeating-trans 
mission apparatus and the opposing Switches by a monitor 
apparatuS. 

0016. The auto-negotiation monitor method comprises 
the Steps of receiving the local-area-network Signal trans 
mitted from each of the opposing Switches and determining 
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whether or not a predetermined code for auto-negotiation 
performed for establishing connection between the opposing 
Switches exists by monitoring the transmitted local-area 
network signal. The auto-negotiation monitor method fur 
ther comprises the Steps of determining which of the oppos 
ing Switches transmitted the predetermined auto-negotiation 
code that arrived earlier than the other, where the existence 
of the predetermined auto-negotiation code is determined, 
and notifying the monitor apparatus of the determination 
result, as an alarm. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0017 FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the configu 
ration of an auto-negotiation monitor System according to a 
first embodiment of the present invention; 
0.018 FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the configu 
ration of one of two auto-negotiation monitors shown in 
FIG. 1; 
0.019 FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the configu 
ration of the other auto-negotiation monitor shown in FIG. 
1; 
0020 FIG. 4 is a sequence chart illustrating operations 
performed, where a failure occurs therein, in the auto 
negotiation monitor System of the first embodiment; 
0021 FIG. 5 is a sequence chart illustrating operations 
performed, at the time of failure recovery, in the auto 
negotiation monitor System of the first embodiment; and 
0022 FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating the configu 
ration of an auto-negotiation monitor System according to a 
Second embodiment of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

0023 The concepts of the present invention will be 
described prior to embodiments of the present invention. 
0024. An auto-negotiation monitor system of the present 
invention has the function of monitoring auto-negotiation 
configuration codes that are output from opposing LAN 
Switches by an apparatus for repeating and transmitting an 
Ethernet (a registered trademark) (hereinafter referred to as 
LAN) signal without terminating an MAC (media access 
control) layer. Here, an MAC Switch may be used as a 
Substitute for the LAN Switch. Hereinafter, the above 
described Switches will be referred to as Switches. 

0.025 The auto-negotiation function is defined in IEEE 
802.3 “3. Media access control frame, structure” (hereinafter 
referred to as Document 1) and IEEE 802.3 “36. Physical 
Coding Sublayer (PCS) and Physical Medium Attachment 
(PMA) sublayer, type 1000BASE-X” (hereinafter referred 
to as Document 2). The Switch used for the present invention 
has the above-described auto-negotiation function. 
0026. Where a failure occurs, the Switch detects the 
failure, brings the link of its port down, and transmits the 
auto-negotiation configuration code. 
0027) Here, where the 1000BASE-X auto-negotiation is 
performed, the auto-negotiation configuration code (/C/Or 
dered set) is transmitted, in place of a link-test pulse signal 
used for auto-negotiation performed for automatically 
Switching between 10BASE and 100BASE. Accordingly, it 
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becomes possible to determine that the opposing Switches 
are normally connected to each other. 
0028. That is to say, according to the 1000BASE-X 
auto-negotiation defined in Documents 1 and 2, two network 
apparatuses transmit information about an operable mode to 
each other before starting data transmission and reception 
therebetween So that a predetermined operation mode Suit 
able for each of the two network apparatuses can be selected. 
0029. The 1000BASE-X auto-negotiation is performed 
by exchanging the auto-negotiation configuration code (/C/ 
Ordered set) between the two network apparatuses. Where 
the auto-negotiation is finished, linkup is established 
between the two network apparatuses So that data transmis 
Sion and reception can be performed therebetween. In a 
link ok (linkup) State, the network apparatuses do not trans 
mit the configuration code (/C/Ordered set). 
0030 Thus, in the auto-negotiation monitor system, the 
repeating-transmission apparatus confirms LAN signals 
transmitted from the Switches and monitors the auto-nego 
tiation configuration code transmitted from the Switches, 
whereby the above-described objects are achieved. 
0031 More specifically, where a failure occurs in an 
optical fiber on the reception Side of one of the Switches, the 
Switch brings the link of its port down according to the 
definition described in Documents 1 and 2, and transmits the 
auto-negotiation configuration code (/C/Ordered set). 
0032. Upon receiving the auto-negotiation configuration 
code transmitted from the Switch, the other Switch brings the 
link of a reception port down and transmits the auto 
negotiation configuration code. 
0033. The repeating-transmission apparatus monitors the 
LAN signal transmitted from one of the Switches and the 
other LAN signal transmitted from the other Switch, and 
determines which of the two Switches transmitted the auto 
negotiation configuration code that arrived earlier than the 
other. According to the determination result, the auto-nego 
tiation monitor System can determine which of the two 
Switches detected the failure and brought the port link down. 
0034. The repeating-transmission apparatus notifies a 
monitor apparatus of the determination result, as an alarm. 
For example, upon receiving the auto-negotiation configu 
ration code that was transmitted from one of the two 
Switches and that arrived earlier than the other, the repeat 
ing-transmission apparatus determines that the Switch 
detected a failure and brought the link of its port down, and 
notifies the monitor apparatus of information about the 
determination. 

0035 Thus, in the auto-negotiation monitor system, the 
repeating-transmission apparatus monitors the auto-negotia 
tion configuration codes transmitted from the opposing 
Switches. The repeating-transmission apparatus determines 
which of the two Switches transmitted the auto-negotiation 
configuration code earlier than the other Switch, thereby 
determining which of the two Switches detected a failure. AS 
a result, where a failure occurs in an optical fiber on the 
transmission side of the repeating-transmission apparatus, 
the repeating-transmission apparatus can detect the failure 
OCCCCC. 

0036). Accordingly, in the auto-negotiation monitor sys 
tem, the repeating-transmission apparatus monitors the auto 
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negotiation configuration codes transmitted from the LAN 
Switches. That is to Say, the repeating-transmission appara 
tus can monitor the link state of two LAN Switches and 
which of the LAN Switches transmitted the auto-negotiation 
configuration code earlier than the other Switch. Subse 
quently, the repeating-transmission apparatus can detect a 
failure that cannot be detected by a known repeating 
transmission apparatus, Such as a failure occurs in an optical 
fiber on the reception side of the LAN Switch. 
0037. The reasons why it is possible to monitor the link 
State of the LAN Switch by monitoring the auto-negotiation 
configuration codes will be described. AS defined in Docu 
ments 1 and 2, the LAN Switch performs LAN-frame 
transmission (transmission of /D/Code group, /S/Ordered 
Set, and /T/Ordered set), or transmission of a code indicating 
the idle state (transmission of /I/Ordered set), where the port 
of the LAN switch is in the link ok state. Where a failure is 
detected, the LAN Switch brings the link of its port down and 
transmits the auto-negotiation configuration code (/C/Or 
dered Set). 
0038) Referring to FIG. 1, an embodiment of the auto 
negotiation monitor System according to the present inven 
tion will be described. FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating 
the configuration of an auto-negotiation monitor System 
according to a first embodiment of the present invention. 
0039. In FIG. 1, the auto-negotiation monitor system 
includes repeating-transmission apparatuses 1 and 2, 
Switches 3 and 4, and a monitor apparatus 5. The repeating 
transmission apparatus 1 and the Switch 3 are connected to 
each other by optical fibers 101 and 102, and the repeating 
transmission apparatus 2 and the Switch 4 are connected to 
each other by optical fibers 201 and 202. The Switches 3 and 
4 are connected to each other via the repeating-transmission 
apparatuses 1 and 2. 
0040. Each of the switches 3 and 4 is formed as the LAN 
Switch Such as the Ethernet (a registered trademark) Switch, 
or the MAC Switch. Each of the Switches 3 and 4 has the 
function of transferring a frame and the auto-negotiation 
function that is defined in Documents 1 and 2. The Switch 3 
includes a port 31 and the Switch 4 includes a port 42. 
0041. The repeating-transmission apparatus 1 includes an 
auto-negotiation monitor 11 and an LAN-signal repeater 12, 
So as to repeat and transmit an LAN signal without termi 
nating an MAC layer. The repeating-transmission apparatus 
2 includes an auto-negotiation monitor 21 and an LAN 
Signal repeater 22, So as to repeat and transmit the LAN 
Signal without terminating the MAC layer. 
0042. The LAN signal output from the port 31 is input to 
the repeating-transmission apparatuS 1. The auto-negotiation 
monitor 11 performs code analysis for the LAN Signal input 
to the repeating-transmission apparatus 1. The LAN Signal is 
converted by the LAN-signal repeater 12 for repeating 
transmission and transmitted to the repeating-transmission 
apparatuS 2. The Signal input to the repeating-transmission 
apparatus 2 is converted back to the LAN signal by the 
LAN-Signal repeater 22, Subjected to code analysis by the 
auto-negotiation monitor 21, and transmitted to the Switch 4. 
0043. The LAN signal output from the port 41 is input to 
the repeating-transmission apparatuS 2. The input LAN 
Signal is Subjected to code analysis by the auto-negotiation 
monitor 21, converted for repeating-transmission by the 
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LAN-Signal repeater 22, and transmitted to the repeating 
transmission apparatuS 1. The Signal input to the repeating 
transmission apparatus 1 is converted back to the LAN 
Signal by the LAN-Signal repeater 12, Subjected to code 
analysis by the auto-negotiation monitor 11, and transmitted 
to the Switch 3. 

0044) Here, the LAN-signal repeaters 12 and 22 may 
have any configurations So long as they can repeat and 
transmit an LAN signal. That is to Say, any System can be 
used for the LAN-signal repeaters 12 and 22. For example, 
an SONET/SDH (Synchronous Optical NETwork/Synchro 
nous Digital Hierarchy) system, a WDM (Wavelength Divi 
Sion Multiplexing) system, and So forth, may be used. 
004.5 FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the configu 
ration of the auto-negotiation monitor 11 shown in FIG. 1. 
In this drawing, the auto-negotiation monitor 11 has a code 
discriminator 111 (a first code discriminator) for discrimi 
nating a code defined in Documents 1 and 2 from a signal 
that is input thereto, a code discriminator 112 (a Second code 
discriminator) for discriminating a code defined in Docu 
ments 1 and 2 from a signal that is output therefrom, and an 
alarm unit 113 connected to the code discriminators 111 and 
112. The code discriminators 111 and 112 collectively serve 
as a code discrimination block 110. 

0046) The code discriminator 111 performs code analysis 
for the input Signal and transmits a notification to the alarm 
unit 113 upon receiving the auto-negotiation configuration 
code (C/Ordered set). Upon receiving the code indicating 
the idle State (/I/Ordered set), or a code indicating data 
(/D/Code group, /S/Ordered set, and (T/Ordered set) for a 
time period longer than predetermined time period T1, the 
code discriminator 111 cancels the alarm notification trans 
mitted to the alarm unit 113. 

0047 The code discriminator 112 performs code analysis 
for an output signal and transmits a notification to the alarm 
unit 113, where the auto-negotiation configuration code 
(/C/ordered Set) is transmitted thereto. Upon receiving the 
code indicating the idle State (/I/Ordered set), or the code 
indicating data (/D/Code group, /S/Ordered set, and (T/Or 
dered set) for a time, period longer the predetermined time 
period T1, the code discriminator 112 cancels the alarm 
notification transmitted to the alarm unit 113. 

0048. Upon receiving the notification from the code 
discriminator 111, the alarm unit 113 issues an alarm for 
notifying the monitor apparatus 5 that the Switch 3 opposed 
to the repeating-transmission apparatuS 1 detected a failure 
and the link is down. Upon receiving the notification from 
the code discriminator 112, the alarm unit 113 issues an 
alarm for notifying the monitor apparatus 5 that the Switch 
4 opposed to the repeating-transmission apparatuS2 detected 
a failure and the link is down. 

0049) However, where the alarm unit 113 receives the 
notifications transmitted from both the code discriminators 
111 and 112, the alarm unit 113 places a higher priority on 
the notification that arrived earlier than the other. That is to 
say, where the alarm unit 113 receives the notification 
transmitted from the code discriminator 112 after receiving 
the notification transmitted from the code discriminator 111, 
the alarm unit 113 does not perform anything. 
0050. Where the notification, which caused the alarm unit 
113 to issue the alarm for the monitor apparatus 5 and is 
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transmitted from either the code discriminator 111 or the 
code discriminator 112, is canceled, the alarm unit 113 
cancels the alarm issued to the monitor apparatuS 5 after 
predetermined time period T2 elapses. Further, during the 
predetermined time period T2 after the above-described 
notification transmitted from the code discriminator 111 or 
the code discriminator 112 is cancelled until the alarm issued 
to the monitor apparatuS 5 is cancelled, the alarm unit 113 
does not issue an alarm to the monitor apparatus 5 upon 
receiving another notification transmitted from either the 
code discriminator 111 or the code discriminator 112. 

0051 FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the configu 
ration of the auto-negotiation monitor 21 shown in FIG. 1. 
In this drawing, the configuration of the auto-negotiation 
monitor 21 is the same as that of the auto-negotiation 
monitor 11 shown in FIG. 2. The auto-negotiation monitor 
21 has a code discriminator (Second code discriminator) 211 
for discriminating the code defined in Documents 1 and 2 
from an input signal, a code discriminator (first code dis 
criminator) 212 for discriminating the code defined in Docu 
ments 1 and 2 from an output Signal, and an alarm unit 213. 
The code discriminators 211 and 212 collectively serve as a 
code discrimination block 210. 

0.052 Since the functions of the code discriminators 211 
and 212, and the alarm unit 213 are the Same as those shown 
in FIG. 2, the description thereof is omitted here. 
0.053 FIG. 4 is a sequence chart for illustrating opera 
tions performed, where a failure occurs in the auto-negotia 
tion monitor System according to this embodiment. 
0.054 Referring to FIGS. 1 to 4, operations performed, 
where a failure occurs in the optical fiber 102 on the 
reception side of the Switch 3 in the auto-negotiation moni 
tor system, will now be described. 

0055 Where the failure occurs in the optical fiber 102 (a1 
in FIG. 4), the Switch 3 detects optical-signal shutoff or 
optical-Signal deterioration on the reception Side of the port 
31 (a2 in FIG. 4), brings the link of the port 31 down (a3 in 
FIG. 4), and outputs an auto-negotiation configuration code 
(/C/Ordered set), as an LAN signal (a4 in FIG. 4). 
0056. Upon receiving the LAN signal transmitted from 
the Switch 3, the repeating-transmission apparatuS 1 trans 
mits the LAN signal to the auto-negotiation monitor 11. The 
auto-negotiation monitor 11 transmits the input LAN signal 
to the code discriminator 111 and the LAN-signal repeater 
12. 

0057 The code discriminator 111 performs code analysis 
for the input LAN signal. Then, where the code discrimi 
nator 111 detects that the input LAN signal is the auto 
negotiation configuration code (a6 in FIG. 4), the code 
discriminator 111 transmits a notification to the alarm unit 
113. Upon receiving the notification transmitted from the 
code discriminator 111, the alarm, unit 113 issues an alarm 
to the monitor apparatus 5, where the alarm indicates that 
“the Switch 3 detected a failure and the link is down” (a7 in 
FIG. 4). 
0.058. The LAN-signal repeater 12 converts the transmit 
ted LAN Signal into a repeating-transmission signal to be 
repeated and transmitted to the repeating-transmission appa 
ratus 2, and transmits the repeating-transmission signal to 
the repeating-transmission apparatus 2 (as in FIG. 4). 

Apr. 7, 2005 

0059. In the repeating-transmission apparatus 2, the 
LAN-Signal repeater 22 converts the Signal transmitted from 
the repeating-transmission apparatus 1 to the LAN Signal 
and transmits the LAN Signal to the auto-negotiation moni 
tor 21. The auto-negotiation monitor 21 transmits the LAN 
signal to the code discriminator 211 and the Switch 4 (a8 in 
FIG. 4). 
0060. The code discriminator 211 performs code analysis 
for the input LAN signal. Then, where the code discrimi 
nator 211 detects that the input LAN signal is the auto 
negotiation configuration code (a 9 in FIG. 4), the code 
discriminator 211 transmits a notification to the alarm unit 
213. Upon receiving the notification transmitted from the 
code discriminator 211, the alarm unit 213 issues an alarm 
to the monitor apparatus 5, where the alarm indicates that 
“the Switch 3 detected a failure and the link is down' (a10 
in FIG. 4). 
0061. Upon receiving the auto-negotiation configuration 
code, the Switch 4 brings the link of the port 41 down (a11 
in FIG. 4) and outputs the auto-negotiation configuration 
code, as the LAN signal (a12 in FIG. 4) 
0062. Upon receiving the LAN signal transmitted from 
the Switch 4, the repeating-transmission apparatus 2 trans 
mits the LAN signal to the auto-negotiation monitor 21. The 
auto-negotiation monitor 21 transmits the LAN signal to the 
code discriminator 212 and the LAN-signal repeater 22. The 
code discriminator 212 performs code analysis for the 
transmitted LAN signal. Then, where the code discriminator 
212 detects that the transmitted LAN signal is the auto 
negotiation configuration code (a14 in FIG. 4), the code 
discriminator 212 transmits a notification to the alarm unit 
213. Since the alarm unit 213 had received the notification 
from the code discriminator 211, the alarms unit 213 does 
not perform anything upon receiving the notification trans 
mitted from the code discriminator 212 (a15 in FIG. 4). 
0063. The LAN-signal repeater 22 converts the transmit 
ted LAN Signal into a repeating-transmission signal to be 
repeated and transmitted to the repeating-transmission appa 
ratus 1, and transmits the repeating-transmission signal to 
the repeating-transmission apparatus 1 (a13 in FIG. 4). 
0064. In the repeating-transmission apparatus 1, the 
LAN-Signal repeater 12 converts the repeating-transmission 
Signal transmitted from the repeating-transmission apparatus 
2 back to the LAN signal and transmits the LAN signal to 
the auto-negotiation monitor 11. In the auto-negotiation 
monitor 11, the transmitted LAN signal is transmitted to the 
code discriminator 112 and the Switch 3 (a16 in FIG. 4). 
0065. The code discriminator 112 performs code analysis 
for the transmitted LAN signal. Then, where the code 
discriminator 112 detects that the transmitted LAN signal is 
the auto-negotiation configuration code (a17 in FIG. 4), the 
code discriminator 112 transmits a notification to the alarm 
unit 113. Though the notification is transmitted from the 
code discriminator 112, the alarm unit 113 does not perform 
any operations, Since it had received the notification trans 
mitted from the code discriminator 111 (a18 in FIG. 4). 
0066. Thus, where a failure occurs in the optical fiber 
102, the repeating-transmission apparatuses 1 and 2 detect 
the failure, based on the auto-negotiation configuration code 
transmitted from the Switch 3, and an alarm is issued for 
notifying the monitor apparatus 5 of the failure. 
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0067 FIG. 5 is a sequence chart illustrating operations 
performed at the time of failure recovery in the auto 
negotiation monitor System of this embodiment. Operations 
performed, where the optical fiber 102 recovers from a 
failure, will now be described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 
3 and 5. 

0068. In this embodiment, where the optical fiber 102 
recovers from the failure (b1 in FIG. 5), auto negotiation is 
performed between the Switches 3 and 4 (b2 in FIG. 5), and 
the port 31 of the Switch 3 links up with the port 41 of the 
switch 4 (b3 and b4 in FIG. 5). Then, the switches 3 and 4 
Start transmitting the code indicating the idle State (I/Or 
dered set), or the code indicating data (/D/Code group, 
/S/Ordered set, and /T/Ordered set) (b5 in FIG. 5). 
0069. Upon receiving the LAN signal transmitted from 
the Switch 3, the repeating-transmission apparatuS 1 trans 
mits the LAN signal to the auto-negotiation monitor 11. The 
auto-negotiation monitor 11 transmits the LAN signal to the 
code discriminator 111 and the LAN-signal repeater 12. 

0070 The code discriminator 111 performs code analysis 
for the transmitted LAN signal. Where the code discrimi 
nator 111 detects that it received the idle-state code, or the 
data code for a time period longer than the predetermined 
time period T1 (b7 in FIG. 5), the code discriminator 111 
transmits data to the alarm unit 113 for canceling the alarm 
notification. Upon receiving the alarm notification, the alarm 
unit 113 cancels the alarm issued to the monitor apparatuS 5 
after the predetermined time period T2 elapses (b8 in FIG. 
5). 
0071. Where the repeating-transmission apparatus 1 
transmits the repeating-transmission signal to the repeating 
transmission apparatus 2 (b6 in FIG. 5), the LAN-signal 
repeater 22 converts the transmitted repeating-transmission 
Signal back to the LAN Signal and transmits the LAN Signal 
to the auto-negotiation monitor 21. The auto-negotiation 
monitor 21 transmits the LAN signal, that is, the idle-state 
code or the data code to the code discriminator 211 and the 
switch 4 (b9 in FIG. 5). 
0.072 The code discriminator 211 performs code analysis 
for the transmitted LAN signal. Where the code discrimi 
nator 211 detects that it received the idle-state code, or the 
data code for a time period longer than the predetermined 
time period T1 (b10 in FIG. 5), the code discriminator 211 
transmits data to the alarm unit 213 for canceling the alarm 
notification. Upon receiving the alarm notification, the alarm 
unit 213 cancels the alarm issued to the monitor apparatuS 5 
after the predetermined time period T2 elapses (b11 in FIG. 
5). 
0.073 Thus, according to this embodiment, the repeating 
transmission apparatuses 1 and 2 can detect the failure 
recovery, based on the code of the LAN Signal transmitted 
from the Switch 3. Further, where the optical fiber 102 
recovers from the failure, the repeating-transmission appa 
ratuses 1 and 2 can cancel the alarm. 

0.074 That is to say, in this embodiment, the repeating 
transmission apparatuses 1 and 2 monitor the auto-negotia 
tion configuration codes transmitted from the Switches 3 and 
4 opposed to each other. Therefore, the repeating-transmis 
Sion apparatuses 1 and 2 can monitor the link State of the 
opposing Switches 3 and 4 at all times. 
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0075) Further, in this embodiment, since the repeating 
transmission apparatuses 1 and 2 monitor both the auto 
negotiation configuration code transmitted from the Switch 3 
and the auto-negotiation configuration code transmitted 
from the Switch 4, it becomes possible to determine which 
of the Switches 3 and 4 detected a failure and brought its link 
down. 

0076 FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating the configu 
ration of an auto-negotiation monitor System according to a 
second embodiment of the present invention. Unlike the 
auto-negotiation monitor System of the first embodiment 
shown in FIG. 1, the auto-negotiation monitor system of this 
embodiment has one repeating-transmission apparatus. 
0077. A repeating-transmission apparatus 6 includes an 
LAN-signal amplifier 63. The LAN-signal amplifier 63 
amplifies an LAN signal transmitted from the Switch 3 and 
outputs the amplified LAN signal to the Switch 4. Further, 
the LAN-signal amplifier 63 amplifies the LAN signal 
transmitted from the Switch 4 and outputs the amplified 
LAN signal to the Switch 3. Subsequently, the repeating 
transmission apparatus 6 can increase an LAN-signal propa 
gation distance between the Switches 3 and 4. The repeating 
transmission apparatus 6 further includes a code 
discriminator 61 (first code discriminator) for receiving the 
LAN signal transmitted from the Switch 3, a code discrimi 
nator 64 (second code discriminator) for receiving the LAN 
Signal transmitted from the Switch 4, and an alarm unit 62 
connected to the code discriminators 61 and 64. The code 
discriminators 61 and 64 may collectively called a code 
discrimination block 60. 

0078. The LAN signal transmitted from the switch 3 to 
the repeating-transmission apparatus 6 is input to the code 
discriminator 61 and the LAN-signal amplifier 63. The LAN 
signal is amplified and transmitted to the Switch 4. The LAN 
Signal transmitted from the Switch 4 to the repeating 
transmission apparatuS 6 is input to the code discriminator 
64 and the LAN-signal amplifier 63. The amplified LAN 
Signal is transmitted to the Switch 3. 
007.9 The code discriminators 61 and 64 perform code 
analysis for the transmitted LAN signal. As a result, where 
the code of the LAN signal is determined to be the auto 
negotiation configuration code, the code discriminators 61 
and 64 transmit a notification to the alarm unit 62. Upon 
receiving the notification transmitted from the code dis 
criminator 61, the alarm unit 62 issues an alarm to a monitor 
apparatus 7, where the alarm indicates that “the Switch 3 
detected a failure and brought its link down”. Where the 
alarm unit 62 receives the notification transmitted from the 
code discriminator 64, the alarm unit 62 issues an alarm to 
the monitor apparatus 7, where the alarm indicates that “the 
Switch 4 detected a failure and brought its link down”. Here, 
where both the code discriminators 61 and 64 transmit the 
alarm to the alarm unit 62, the alarm unit 62 places a higher 
priority on the notification that had been transmitted earlier 
than the other. 

0080 Where the notification that caused the alarm unit 62 
to issue the alarm for the monitor apparatus 7 and that was 
transmitted from the code discriminator is canceled, the 
alarm unit 62 cancels the alarm issued to the monitor 
apparatus 7 after the predetermined time period T1 elapses. 
Further, during the predetermined time period T2 after the 
above-described notification transmitted from the code dis 
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criminator is cancelled until the alarm issued to the monitor 
apparatus 7 is cancelled, the alarm unit 62 does not issue an 
alarm to the monitor apparatus 7 upon receiving another 
notification transmitted from the code discriminator. 

0081. Thus the auto-negotiation monitor system accord 
ing to the present invention can monitor the link State of 
opposing Switches at all times and determine which of the 
Switches detected a failure and brought its link down. 
What is claimed is: 

1. An auto-negotiation monitor System for transferring 
local-area-network Signals between opposing Switches via at 
least one repeating-transmission apparatus and monitoring 
the at least one repeating-transmission apparatus and the 
opposing Switches by a monitor apparatus, 

wherein the repeating-transmission apparatus comprises: 
a code discrimination block that receives the local-area 

network signal transmitted from each of the opposing 
Switches and determines whether or not a predeter 
mined code for auto-negotiation exists by monitoring 
the local-area-network signal, where the auto-negotia 
tion is performed for establishing connection between 
the opposing Switches, and 

an alarm unit for determining which of the opposing 
Switches transmitted the predetermined auto-negotia 
tion code that arrived earlier than the other, where the 
code discrimination block determines that the prede 
termined auto-negotiation code exists, and notifying 
the monitor apparatus of the determination result, as an 
alarm. 

2. The auto-negotiation monitor System according to 
claim 1, wherein each of the opposing Switches brings a link 
of its port down, where a failure occurs in an optical fiber on 
a reception Side, and outputs the predetermined auto-nego 
tiation code. 

3. The auto-negotiation monitor System according to 
claim 2, wherein the repeating-transmission apparatus 
repeats and transferS the local-area-network Signal without 
terminating a media-acceSS-control layer. 

4. The auto-negotiation monitor System according to 
claim 1, wherein the repeating-transmission apparatus is 
provided for each of Said opposing Switches and wherein 
each of the repeating-transmission apparatuses comprises an 
auto-negotiation monitor that is connected to the Switch 
corresponding thereto Via a reception-side optical fiber and 
a transmission-side optical fiber and that includes the code 
discrimination block and the alarm unit, and an LAN-signal 
repeater for repeating the local-area-network Signal between 
the auto-negotiation monitor and the repeating-transmission 
apparatus opposed thereto. 

5. The auto-negotiation monitor System according to 
claim 4, wherein the code discrimination block comprises: 

a first code discriminator that receives the local-area 
network signal transmitted from one of the opposing 
Switches and that determines whether or not the pre 
determined auto-negotiation code exists by monitoring 
the transmitted local-area-network Signal; and 

a Second code discriminator that receives the local-area 
network signal transmitted from the other of the oppos 
ing Switches and that determines whether or not the 
predetermined auto-negotiation code exists by moni 
toring the transmitted local-area-network Signal. 
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6. The auto-negotiation monitor System according to 
claim 1, wherein the repeating-transmission apparatus is 
provided between the opposing Switches, connected to one 
of the opposing Switches via reception-Side and transmis 
Sion-Side optical fibers, and connected to the other of the 
opposing Switches via reception-side and transmission-side 
optical fibers, 

wherein the code discrimination block comprises: 
a first code discriminator that receives the local-area 

network signal transmitted from one of the opposing 
Switches and that determines whether or not the pre 
determined auto-negotiation code exists by monitoring 
the transmitted local-area-network Signal; and 

a Second code discriminator that receives the local-area 
network signal transmitted from the other of the oppos 
ing Switches and that determines whether or not the 
predetermined auto-negotiation code exists by moni 
toring the transmitted local-area-network Signal; 

wherein the alarm unit determines which of the Switches 
transmitted the predetermined auto-negotiation code 
that arrived earlier than the other, where one of the first 
and Second code discriminators determines that the 
predetermined auto-negotiation code exists, and noti 
fies the monitor apparatus of the determination result, 
as the alarm, and 

wherein the repeating-transmission apparatus further 
comprises an LAN-Signal amplifier that amplifies the 
local-area-network Signal transmitted from one of the 
opposing Switches and outputs the amplified signal to 
the other of the opposing Switches, and that amplifies 
the local-area-network Signal transmitted from the 
other of the opposing Switches and outputs the ampli 
fied signal to Said one of the opposing Switches. 

7. A repeating-transmission apparatus that is provided 
between opposing Switches for repeating and transferring a 
local-area-network Signal and that is monitored by a monitor 
apparatus, with the opposing Switches, the repeating-trans 
mission apparatus comprising: 

a code discrimination block that receives the local-area 
network signal transmitted from each of the opposing 
Switches and determines whether or not a predeter 
mined code for auto-negotiation exists by monitoring 
the local-area-network signal, where the auto-negotia 
tion is performed for establishing connection between 
the opposing Switches, and 

an alarm unit for determining which of the Switches 
transmitted the predetermined auto-negotiation code 
that arrived earlier than the other, where the code 
discrimination block determines that the predetermined 
auto-negotiation code exists, and notifying the monitor 
apparatus of the determination result, as an alarm. 

8. The repeating-transmission apparatus according to 
claim 7, wherein each of the opposing Switches brings a link 
of its port down, where a failure occurs in an optical fiber on 
the reception Side, and outputs the predetermined auto 
negotiation code. 

9. The repeating-transmission apparatus according to 
claim 8, wherein the repeating-transmission apparatus 
repeats and transferS the local-area-network Signal without 
terminating a media-acceSS-control layer. 
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10. The repeating-transmission apparatus according to 
claim 7, wherein the code discrimination block comprises: 

a first code discriminator that receives the local-area 
network signal transmitted from one of the opposing 
Switches and that determines whether or not the pre 
determined auto-negotiation code exists by monitoring 
the transmitted local-area-network Signal; and 

a Second code discriminator that receives the local-area 
network signal transmitted from the other of the oppos 
ing Switches and that determines whether or not the 
predetermined auto-negotiation code exists by moni 
toring the transmitted local-area-network Signal. 

11. The repeating-transmission apparatus according to 
claim 10, wherein the repeating-transmission apparatus fur 
ther comprises an LAN-signal amplifier that amplifies the 
local-area-network Signal transmitted from one of the oppos 
ing Switches and outputs the amplified Signal to the other of 
the opposing Switches, and that amplifies the local-area 
network signal transmitted from the other of the opposing 
Switches and outputs the amplified Signal to Said one of the 
opposing Switches. 

12. An auto-negotiation monitor method for transferring 
local-area-network Signals between opposing Switches 
opposed to each other via at least one repeating-transmission 
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apparatus and monitoring the repeating-transmission appa 
ratus and the opposing Switches by a monitor apparatus, the 
auto-negotiation monitor method comprising the Steps of: 

receiving the local-area-network Signal transmitted from 
each of the opposing Switches, 

determining whether or not a predetermined code for 
auto-negotiation performed for establishing connection 
between the opposing Switches exists by monitoring 
the transmitted local-area-network Signal, 

determining which of the opposing Switches transmitted 
the predetermined auto-negotiation code that arrived 
earlier than the other, where the existence of the pre 
determined auto-negotiation code is determined, and 

notifying the monitor apparatus of the determination 
result, as an alarm. 

13. The auto-negotiation monitor method according to 
claim 12, wherein each of the opposing Switches brings a 
link of its port down, where a failure occurs in an optical 
fiber on the reception Side, and outputs the predetermined 
auto-negotiation code. 
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