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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY 

 

 

CAMBRIDGE MOBILE TELEMATICS, INC., 

 

Plaintiff, 

 

v. 

 

SFARA, INC. 

 

Defendant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civil Action No.: 3:23-cv-01368 

 

 

JOINT CLAIM CONSTRUCTION AND PREHEARING STATEMENT

Pursuant to L. Pat. R. 4.3 and the letter order extending deadlines (ECF No. 68), Plaintiff 

and Counterclaim-Defendant Cambridge Mobile Telematics, Inc. (“CMT”) and Defendant and 

Counterclaim-Plaintiff Sfara, Inc. (“Sfara”) hereby provide their Joint Claim Construction and 

Prehearing Statement regarding CMT’s asserted patents (U.S. Patent Nos. 10,246,037 (the “’037 

patent”) and 11,5878,368 (the “’368 patent”)) and Sfara’s asserted patents (U.S. Patent Nos. 

8,989,952 (the “’952 patent”) and 9,333,946 (the “’946 patent”)). 

I. CONSTRUCTION OF CLAIM TERMS ON WHICH THE PARTIES AGREE 

In accordance with L. Pat. R. 4.3(a), the parties state that they do not agree on the 

construction of any claim terms identified by the parties under L. Pat. R. 4.1(a). 

II. PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF DISPUTED CLAIM TERMS 

In accordance with L. Pat. R. 4.3(b), Exhibits A–D include: (1) each party’s proposed 

construction of each disputed term; (2) an identification of all references from the intrinsic 

evidence that support that construction; and (3) an identification of any extrinsic evidence known 

to the party on which it intends to rely either to support its proposed construction or to oppose any 
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other party’s proposed construction, including, but not limited to, as permitted by law, dictionary 

definitions, citations to learned treatises, prior art, and testimony of all witnesses including experts. 

III. IDENTIFICATION OF TERMS WHOSE CONSTRUCTION WILL BE MOST 

SIGNIFICANT TO THE RESOLUTION OF THE CASE 

In accordance with L. Pat. R. 4.3(c), the parties are required to identify the terms whose 

construction will be most significant to the resolution of the case and any disputed terms whose 

construction will be case or claim dispositive or substantially conducive to promoting settlement. 

CMT’s Position:  With respect to CMT’s asserted patents, CMT contends that there are 

no claim terms whose construction will be most significant to the resolution of the case or will be 

case or claim dispositive or substantially conducive to promoting settlement.  As set forth in 

Exhibits C and D, CMT asserts that all terms in the CMT asserted patents should be accorded their 

plain and ordinary meaning. 

With respect to Sfara’s asserted patents, CMT contends that construction of the listed 

“component” terms—specifically, whether those terms are means-plus-function limitations 

governed by 35 U.S.C. § 112(f) and, if so, whether the specification properly discloses 

corresponding structure for the recited function in those limitations—will be most significant to 

the resolution of the case and/or will be case or claim dispositive or substantially conducive to 

promoting settlement.  The listed limitations are present in each of the asserted independent claims 

in Sfara’s ’952 and ’946 patents.  Thus, if the Court agrees with CMT that these limitations are (1) 

means-plus-function limitations governed by § 112(f) and (2) indefinite under § 112(f) for failure 

to disclose corresponding structure, all asserted claims from the Sfara patents will be disposed of.   

“Component” Terms 

• “a mode-determining component operable to detect whether the device is in the vehicle 

and to generate an in-vehicle signal” / “detecting, via a mode-determining component, 
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whether the mode-determining component is in the vehicle; generating, via the mode-

determining component, an in-vehicle signal” (’952 patent, claims 1, 7, 13) 

• “a first detecting component operable detect a first parameter and to generate a first 

detector signal based on the first detected parameter” / “detecting, via a first detecting 

component, a first parameter; generating, via the first detecting component, a first 

detector signal based on the first detected parameter” (’952 patent, claims 1, 7, 13) 

• “a second detecting component operable detect a second parameter and to generate a 

second detector signal based on the second detected parameter” / “detecting, via a 

second detecting component, a second parameter; generating, via the second detecting 

component, a second detector signal based on the second detected parameter” (’952 

patent, claims 1, 7, 13) 

• “a field-detecting component operable to detect at least one of an electric field, a 

magnetic field and an electro-magnetic field and to generate a detected field signature 

based on the detected one of an electric field, a magnetic field and an electro-magnetic 

field … wherein said field-detecting component is further operable to detect a second 

one of an electric field, a magnetic field and an electro-magnetic field and to generate 

a second detected field signature based on the detected second one of an electric field, 

a magnetic field and an electro-magnetic field” /  “detecting, via a field-detecting 

component, at least one of an electric field, a magnetic field and an electro-magnetic 

field; generating, via the field-detecting component, a detected field signature based on 

the detected one of an electric field, a magnetic field and an electro-magnetic field; … 

detecting, via the field-detecting component, a second one of an electric field, a 

magnetic field and an electro-magnetic field; and generating, via the field-detecting 

component, a second detected field signature based on the detected second one of an 

electric field, a magnetic field and an electro-magnetic field” (’946 patent, claims 1, 8, 

15) 

• “an input component operable to input the detected field signature into the database” / 

“inputting, via an input component, the detected field signature into the database” (’946 

patent, claims 1, 8, 15) 

• “an accessing component operable to access the detected field signature from the 

database” / “accessing, via an accessing component, the detected field signature from 

the database” (’946 patent, claims 1, 8, 15) 

• “a comparing component operable to generate a comparison signal … wherein said 

comparing component is operable to generate the comparison signal based on a 

comparison of the detected field signature and the second detected field signature” / 

“generating, via a comparing component, a comparison signal … wherein said 

generating a comparison signal comprises generating the comparison signal based on a 

comparison of the detected field signature and the second detected field signature” 

(’946 patent, claims 1, 8, 15) 

• “an identifying component operable to identify one of an item and a location based on 

the comparison signal” / “identifying, via an identifying component, one of an item and 

a location based on the comparison signal” (’946 patent, claims 1, 8, 15) 
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In addition to the “component” terms listed above, CMT contends that the construction of 

the following terms will be most significant to the resolution of the case and/or will be case or 

claim dispositive or substantially conducive to promoting settlement: 

• “in-vehicle signal” (’952 patent, claims 1, 7, 13) 

• “wherein said mode-determining component is further operable to generate a crash 

mode signal based on the in-vehicle signal, the first detector signal and the second 

detector signal” / “generating, via the mode-determining component, a crash mode 

signal based on the in-vehicle signal, the first detector signal and the second 

detector signal”1 (’952 patent, claims 1, 7, 13) 

Sfara objects below to CMT arguments that certain terms of the Sfara patents are indefinite 

and/or should be construed under 35 U.S.C. § 112(f), most of which are that claims including those 

terms are invalid as indefinite under § 112(f) for failure to disclosure sufficient structure for 

performing the claimed functions.  Sfara argues that CMT should have identified  these arguments 

in CMT’s Rule 3.3 Invalidity Contentions served October 26, 2023.  These invalidity grounds 

necessarily arise out of the claim construction process, however, and therefore are timely.  In 

addition, Sfara also raised a new indefiniteness argument for the first time during the claim 

construction process as part of its Local Patent Rule 4.1 disclosure.2  (Sfara dropped its new  

indefiniteness argument after reviewing CMT’s response to Sfara’s objection.)  In any event, given 

that both parties had an opportunity to address all arguments during the initial claim construction 

 
1 Like the other “component” terms, CMT contends that this limitation is a means-plus-function 

limitation governed by § 112(f).  However, rather than asserting indefiniteness under § 112(f), 

CMT contends that the structure for this limitation should be the specific algorithm(s) disclosed in 

the specification.  See Ex. A at 10. 

2 Sfara also failed to timely disclose the proposed functions and structures for terms that CMT 

identified as being means-plus-function limitations.  See L. Pat. R. 4.2 (requiring that each party, 

“for each term which any party contends is governed by 35 U.S.C. § 112(6), identify the 

structure(s), act(s), or material(s) corresponding to that term’s function”).   
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exchanges and will further submit briefing and expert declarations, there is no prejudice to either 

side and the Court should overrule Sfara’s objections.  

Sfara’s Position:  As a threshold matter, Sfara objects to CMT’s belated contention that 

any claim terms are either indefinite and/or subject to 35 U.S.C. § 112(6) because those arguments 

were not preserved in CMT’s Local Patent Rule 3.3 disclosures.  

 Pursuant to Local Patent Rule 4.3(c), Sfara identifies the following claim terms as most 

significant to the resolution of the case and potentially dispositive of CMT’s patent infringement 

claims, because a proper construction of such terms will establish that Sfara does not practice any 

asserted claim of CMT’s asserted patents.  

• “telematics data” (’037 Patent, claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 9, 10, 20, 23, 26, and 27) 

• “metrics” (’037 Patent, claims 1, 8, 20, 22, and 23) 

• “automatically generating” (’037 Patent, claims 1 and 10) 

• “human-readable prose documentation” (’037 Patent, claims 1 and 20) 

• “narrative” (’037 Patent, claims 1, 17, and 20) 

• “features of the vehicle crash” (’037 Patent, claims 1, 10-16, 18, and 20)  

• “operate the plurality of sensors” / “operating a plurality of sensors” (’368 Patent, 

claims 1 and 17) 

• “additional data” (’368 Patent, claims 1, 5, 6, 7, 9, 16, 17, 18, and 20). 

While the other terms identified for construction may be dispositive regarding the 

particular claims that they appear in, the above-identified terms affect all claims and construction 

of those claims may be most conducive to resolving key issues in this litigation. 
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IV. ANTICIPATED LENGTH OF CLAIM CONSTRUCTION HEARING 

In accordance with L. Pat. R. 4.3(d), the parties currently anticipate that the claim 

construction hearing will require up to one day, with equal time apportioned to each side.  In 

accordance with L. Pat R. 4.6 and the letter order extending deadlines (ECF No. 68), on May 24, 

2024, which is after the completion of claim construction briefing, the parties will meet and confer 

and propose a schedule for the claim construction hearing, including a revised estimate for the 

length of the hearing that takes into account the final list of issues in in dispute.   

At the claim construction hearing, the parties propose that each side address each disputed 

term before moving on to the next disputed term, until all disputed terms are covered.   

The parties further propose that, one week before the claim construction hearing, the Court 

hold a two-hour hearing for a technology tutorial, with each side presenting for up to one hour.   

V. IDENTIFICATION OF CLAIM CONSTRUCTION WITNESSES AND 

TESTIMONY 

In accordance with L. Pat. R. 4.3(e), the parties agree that neither side will call any live 

witnesses at the claim construction hearing.  As set forth in Exhibits A–D, the parties may rely 

upon expert testimony to support their respective claim construction positions; such testimony will 

be in the form of expert declarations and/or expert deposition testimony. 
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Dated: March 1, 2024 

HILL WALLACK LLP 

 

/s/ Eric Abraham 

      

Eric I. Abraham, Esq. 

Hill Wallack LLP  

21 Roszel Road 

Princeton, New Jersey 08543 

(609) 924-0808 

 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 

Cambridge Mobile Telematics, Inc.  

 

DAIGNAULT IYER LLP 

 

/s/ Ted Willian Van Buskirk 

      

Tedd William Van Buskirk 

Daignault Iyer LLP 

8618 Westwood Center Drive Suite 150 

Vienna, VA 22182 

(201) 736 6751 

 

Attorneys for Defendant  

Sfara, Inc.  
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