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DEVELOPMENT OF MNUSCULf DEVELOPMENT OF MINUSCULE 

NORTH MODERN ROMAN ROMAN CAROL MODERN -
SEMITIC GREEK ETR LATIN 

GOTHICI ITALIC IROMIIN E CURSIVE UNCIAL MIN GOrHIC ITALIC ~ 
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The fifth letter of the English alphabet developed from North Semitic he. Originally a consonant with an h-sound, it was 
transformed into a vowel in Greek. although in Classical Greek and in certain local alphabets North Semitic heth (see H) was 

used to represent eta (long e) The minuscule je) was derived from the capital (E) through the uncial form. 

E. • (OJ, n.hpL E'e or Ee, ••• or ••· l. tho fU\h letter of 
the Eng He alphabet:. o vowel. 2. nny apoken aound 
reprtl8'lnted by Lhe lelter E or e, ne In mer. mttl, mire, 
otc. 3. eomelhing huving tho ehope or on E. 4. o writ.­
too 01· printed represent.Rllon of the leuer E or e. ts. a 
device, u a prlnLer"e Lypc, for reproducing the letter E 
ore.· 

E, l. east. 2. eastern. 3. English. 4. excellent. 5. Ex­
preBSway. 

E. Symbol. 1. the finh in order or in a eerlea. 2. (eome­
lime, l.c;.) (in eomo grocllng ey•teme) a grodo or mark, a• 
In school or college, indlctillng tho quality of II etudont'e 
work Is in need of lmprovemonL In order to be po88ing. 
3. Mwsic;. L the third tone In the ecole of C major or tho 
flfth tone In tho relative minor acale, A minor. b. " 
etring, key, or pipo tuned to thio tone. c. o written or 
printed note reprcsenllng thia tone. d. (In the fixed ay&­
tem ofaolmizotion) tho third ton.e of the ecolo ofC major, 
called mi. •· the tonollty hnving E aa the tonic note, 4. 
(,omellmea I.e.) I.ho meclleval Roman numeral for 260. Cf. 
Ronuin num•r•ls. !5. Ph;yaica, Elee1. •· electric field. b. 
11lect.ric field ab'ength. 6. Phyaic•. onorgy. 7. Blochem. 
See slutemlc acid. 8. Logic See unlv•rul neptlve. 
9. o proportionul •hoo width aizo nnrrowor than EE and 
wider thnn 0 . 

e, 1. electron. 2. Physics. elementary charge. 
e, Symbol. l. Moth. a Lronecendent.al conatont C(\UOI to 
2,7182818 . .. , u d oe the baee or notur11I loganthma; 
the limit of the expresaion (1+1/n)• aa n appronchea infi­
nity. 2 . Lcgic. See unlverul neptlve. 

e-, ver, of••-•, occurring in words of .Latin origin before 
coneonante other thon c, f. p, q, •• and t: emi1. 

E., 1. Earl. 2. Enrth. 3. east. 4. Easter. !5. eastern. 
6. engineer, 7_ engineering. 8. Engllah. 

e., l. eldest. 2. Football. end. 3. engineer, 4_ engi­
neering. 5. entrance.. 6. Baseball. error, errors. 

E•• (Alli), n. the Akkodlan god of willd.om, the aon of 
Apsu and father of Marduk: the count.erpru1. of Enki. 
... , n auffix occurring in loanword8 Crom Latin: cornea. 
[ < L •fo, -000, -ca, fem. sing. and neut.. pl. of -eus, -oeus, 
-euo: see -SAN] 

ea., each. 
E.A.A,, Engineer in Aeronautics and Astronautics, 
e•ch (&ch), adj. 1. ovory one of two or moro coneidc,red 
indlvlduolly or one by one: each t lone in a building: a 
hallway with a door 01 ,och end. -pron. 2. evcr,v one 
lndlvld1111lly; each ono: Eoch hod a different eolulloll ro 
the problem. ~u. 3. to1 Crom, or for each; eploco: 
Th'7 coot o dollor coeh. [oef, 900; ME cche. OE -,le, 
eq_u,v. to 6 over (see AY' ) + (ge)llc Al.JIK.E; c. OHG lio ­
gillh. OFrl• cllllt, D. LG •llrJ 
-Syn. l. &en, IIVERY 11re nlike ln having o diatribu­
r.lve meening. Of two or moro memben, compoeing an 
sggrogate, CACH diro<:te aUA>n!,Jon to the eeparllto mem­
b11r11 in tum: Each child (of thO!Ml considru-tld end onu­
mcrnted) roceiu•d a /ors• opplr. Ev1111v emphallizce in­
clu•lvcneea or univeraaUty: E""ry chUd (of oll In 
existence) lilru to~loy. 
-u ..... Tho 8 ·ective EACII UI elwoys followad br 0 
eingulnr noun: eoc puaon; each boolt. Whan the eqjac­
tivo rollowa a plural subject, tho verb ogro&a with the 
subject: Tltr,y each dreas in different tlylu. The hou• .. 
eoch houe central h•oting. When the pronoun ucn 
comoe lmmadiutoly before the VOJ"b, it olwoya tokes 11 
olnguJnr verb: Each come• (noL come) from a dlffer•nl 
country. When tho pronoun la foUowed by an of phrase 
containing n plurol noun or proru,un, there lo " tende.ncy 
for the vorb to be plural: Each of the rondidoru hot (or 

COHCl81: n"TNOLOO'r KEY: <, de.ccndod OT borTOWed rrom; >, 
whonce; b .. blend of. blended; c, rognolo wllh: cf., oompure; dorlv .. 
derivauvo-; equiv,, equfvnl~nt; ';'~~i irnitadvc: obi., ~liqve; r., re­
plodn , •·• •tem: op.. apellms, •r;.,.od: reap,, r09J>0l1mg, mpellod; 
::..~~ ~h~~s!!:"t~!•r~rif;y i~td:~~~ fro~~~~~: t. prob,bly 

houe) spolten on the ;..,ue. Some usege guidea ma.lntoin 
i.h11t only u10 singular verb le correet., tiuL plunl vnrba 
occur frequently oven In odited writing. 

It le alao aometimea aoid that the pronoun uc11 muaL 
alwo.ye be referred to by o. ainwlor pronoun, but again 
octuol WIDge doee not regularfy obtierve this atricture: 
Each motnber of our garden club hod their own special 
intereal& In ~ho moaL form11I epeech ond wrillng, aingu­
lar vorb& and prooouna occur more fl-cq_uonl.ly than plu ­
ral: Each mornb<!r . .. hod hi, own •pec1ol inter,.11. The 
use of plurol forffl!', eapeoia.Uy plural pronourtll, hos been 
increasing in the united Stnt,ce, portin11y bccauae of the 
desire to avoid using he or hi• to refer to o femnle. 

ANYON'lt, ANYBODY, &VSttYON£, JCVKRVBOOY, NO ONE, 
SOMl:ONI:, ond BOMI&onv follow the Mme gonernl pat­
teme of pronoun agreement ee EACH. See nfao they. 

••chi oth'•r, ench the other; ono another (used ns a 
compound reclprocol pronoun): ro ,trike al each olhu; to 
hold •och other'• honth; to loue ~oclt otltel". (bof. 1000; 
ME: OE. See v.011, ants&] -u ..... Although eomo iruiiat that SACH OTUCR b<, 
used only in reference to two (Tile two condidore1 re­
•pecred each other) nnd ONB ANOTRl:R in reference to 
thrco or more (Tho three nations threaten one another), 
In etandord practice they ero interchangeable. EACH 
OTUl!R le nOL restricted to two, nor ie ON£ "NOflll!R re­
slricLed to three or more. 

The poaeeaalve of ""'011 OTHER is eoch other's; the pos­
&e.ssive of ONE ANOTllt.R ie one another-'«. 

•ad., (in prescriptions) the same. [ < L eiidem) 
Ead•mund I (edlmand, iVad m<lond'). See Edmund I. 
Eadmund II. See Edmund 11. 
E•d• (edz), n. J•m•• Buchanan, 1820--87, U.S. engi­
neer and invent.or. 

Ead•wlna (ed'win, iVad winla), n. Edwin (def. 1). 
-e••• plural of -<1a: tracheae. 
Ea•••n (elgan), n. a town in SE Minnesota. 20,532. 
•••••r' (l!lgar), at(;, l. keen or ardent In desire or 
feoHng; lmpotiontly longing: I am eoger for news about 
th~m. He ia eager to aing. 2. chnrooterlzed by or revcul ­
ing great eomeotneas: on •<>&•r look 3. Obs. keon; 
ah~; biting. (1260-1300; ME •lire < AF, OF esre, oigre 
< Vt. •iicrua for L iicer ehorp) ---••r•IY, oau. 
_., •••• ,,. ... n. 
-Syn. 1- onthuelaatlc, dolliroue. Seo avid. 2. fervent, 
,:ealoua, fervid , lntont, lntenae, eameat. -Ant. 1, 2. 
incllfforont. uninterested. 2. heedless, 
•••••r' (illger, algar), n. Chiefly Brit. eagre. ••'••r bea/ver (i!lg;,r), a pereon who is excessively 
diligent or overly zeoloue. [1940-4.5, Amer.] 

•••••• (el gal), n., v., -sl..r, -slln._ -n. l. any of eov­
urnl large, eoaring birda of prey bolonging to the howk 
family Accipitrldoo, noted for Lholr alzc, strength, and 
powore of flight ond vision: formerly wideopread in 
North Amorica1 eagles are mosl.ly confined to AlnalUI ond 
n few leolotea populations. er. bald •••I•, aoldan 
NSI•. 2. a figure or representation of on eagle, much 
used as nn emblem; the Roman eosl•. 3. a el.aoda.rd, 
seal, or the. like bearing euch a figure . 4. one of e pair 
of silver inei.snla in the ahope or eoglee with oull!trelchod 
winll" wom by a colonel in the U.S. Army, Air Force, and 
Manne Corpe ond by o c11_£tnln in the U.S. Navy. 5. 
(cap.) a gold coin of tho U .s .• traded for investment, 
ovnilnble in donomln11tlons of D, 10. U, and 50 dollars 
contoininjl I/ 10 to l troy ounce of gold, h11vlng on its re­
verse a picture of on eoglo: firet laaued in 1986. 6. a for­
mer gold coin of tho U.S., lMuad until 1983, equal to 10 
dollare, showing an ceglu on its reverao. 7. Golf. n score 
or two below per for ony olnglo hole. 6. (cop.) Astron. 
tho cooetellatlon Aquila. 9. Carda. •· a representation 
in green of an aglo, used 011 plllying c11rds to designate 
n suit in Lha pack additlo1111l to tho four standard auii.. 
b. a cnrd or a eull eo de&ignated. c. ••••••• the euit ft,. 
aelr. -u.t. 10- Golf. to fflJ.lke an oagla on (a hole). 
(1350--1400; ME egle < AF, OF eglt1 oigle < L oquila, n. 
use of fem. of oquil"" da.rk-coloreo) 

••'•'• eye1, 1. unuauolly sharp visual powora· kten 
obilily to wol!>h or observo. 2. a peraon who ho.a·•~ 
vision or who mo.intoina a keen watchluln<!fla, 3. alort 
watchfulnc81. ( 1695-1605] 

••••• .. yed (elgal Id'), adj. having keen viaion, 
[1596-1606) 

••'•'• owll, ony of severol lor110 owls of tho sonu.i 
Bubo. having prominent tui\a of foathore on each 1ldo or 
the head, eep. 8. bubo of Europa nnd Aaio. [1670-a()J 

E•'&I• P••al. a city in S Texas, on the Rio Grande. 
21,407. 

••'••• r•Y', any of severttl roye or the family ?,fyU. 
obntidoe, round In tropical ll<!M and noted for the eoorina 
movemontl by which they propel thomsolves thrcugh 
the water. [1856-60) 
••' •'• scout/, a boy scout who haa nchleved the 
highest rank in U.S. scouting. [J910-15, Amer.) 

•••••••ton• (111 gol et.On'), n. a eonoretionory lump of 
ironatone about tho afae of o wolnut, formerly believed I<> 
be carried by ceglo& to their noale oa I\ mngical aid in 
loylng egga. (J691>-1606; SAOU + STONE) ••••••t (e'gUt), It. a young eagle. [1565-75; < MF ai­
gl<llc (In hernldry). See ""OLE, ·ET) 

•••••••wood (IYpl wcl&dl), n , ogolloch. (1610-~ 
trans. of Pg poo d'agu.ila wood of ogolloch, by conf\iJl~n 
of Pg 6euln oaglt> with oguilo < Maloyol11m asil oaal• 
loch) ••••r• (Vgor, Alger), n. Chiefly Brit. o tidal boro or 
Oood. Alao, H•■r. [1640-o0; oppor. ref.r. earlier fl/lOf, 
ag,r, ob&curely akin to hyger. hlJln,; (c . AL (12th can• 
tury) higro. tho tidol bore of tho Sovern); compr1red wfU, 
OE lsor, eogor Oood, high tido, though pre.oervotion or I 
ln modem fonne ie problomollc) 

E••k•n• (ii'kinz), "· ThomH, 1844--1916, U.S. painter. 
••l•dOr•m•n (iil'der man), n., pl. -men. Obs. alder­
man. Al80, -l'd•r•m•n. 

Ea•Hn• (ei'Jing), n, a borough of Greater London, Eng• 
land, 29'7,600. 

EAM, Notional Liborat on Fl"onl, o Greek underground 
fl!eietonce mov ment of World Wnr II ond l)Olltical ooaU), 
tioo of various lof\iet g,:oups. [ < ModGk E(thnl~6 
A(pcle11rJier6Hk6) M(clopo)] 

Eam•• (ilmz), " · Chari••• 1907-78, U.S. furniture de• 
oigner and architect. 

"-tohalr 
(def. 1) 

Eameal ch••r'. 1. Alao colled LCM chair. a aide c1tior 
doslg,iod by Chtirlt>e Eomoo In Ult6, ho vlng o tie.oder ~~­
bulor steel fl-omo wiLh n ecut and buok of molded P ~ 
wood ponela. 2. Alao c.illed Eem•"' loun..,- ctialrf, n 
armchair · wit•h mRtching ottoman de&lgned by Chnr1e;j 
Eomee in 1956, hovlng sopRrotu headreat. oockrest, en 
aeat aectionn of molded plywood fltt.ed wllh leather cll!t 
ions and mounted on o mcud baeu thut con swivel or u 
[1945-60, Amer. ] 
... n, an element w,ed to form aqjectlvua f'rom noun~ 
ending in ◄•• cru1lo"1!an. ( < L -t(us) (Gk -•io•l. , oe(IJI 
(Gk -olos), · •(ws) + - AN] 




