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eagle ray 
spotted eagle ray 

Aetobatus narinari 

Eames chair 

ear1 

A. auricle 
13. semicircular canals 

C. cochlea 
D. cochlear nerve 

E. Eustachian tube 
F. eardrum 
G. ear canal 

560 

E 
Phoenician Greek Roman 

e' or E (e) n., pl. e's or E's also es or Es 1. The fifth letter of the 
modern English alphabet. 2. Any of the speech sounds represented by 
the letter e. 3. The fifth in a series. 4. Something shaped like the letter 
E. 5. E A grade that indicates failing stntus. 6. M11sic a. The third tone 
in the scale of C major or the fifth tone in the rdarivc minor stale. b. A 
key or 8cale in which E is the tonic. c. A written or printed note rcprC• 
sentlng this tont. d. A string, key, or pipe tuntd to the pitch of this lone. 
7. e Mathematics The base of the natural system of logarithms, having a 
numerical value of approximately 2.71828. 8. E The hypothesized tradi­
tional source of those narrative portions of the Pentateuch in which God 
is referred to as Elohim rather than with the Tetragrammaton. [Sense 8, 
from ELOHIM.] 

e 2 abbr. electron 
E abbr. 1 a. east b. eastern 2. Baseball error 3. excellent 
E. abbr. 1. earl 2. English 
e- also E- pref. Computer or computer network: e-cash; e-zine. See 
Usage Note at virtual. [From E-MAIL] 

E•a (,;ta) n. Mythology The Babylonian god of primordial waters. 
[Akkadian. See ~yw in Appendix II.] 
each (ech) adj. Being one of two or more considered individually; 
every: Each person cast a vote. My technique improved with each lesson. 
❖ pron. Every one of a group comidered individually; each one. ❖ adv. 
For or to each one; apiece: ten cents each. [Middle English ech, from Old 
English iflc. See lik- in Appendix I.] 

Usage Note The traditional rule holds that the subject of a sentence 
beginning with encl, is gmmmnticnlly slngulur, and the verb and follow­
ing pronouns must be singulAr accordingly: Eac/1 of the npnr1111a111s lws 
(not l,11ve) its (not tJ,cir) ow11 private e111m11n: (not a11trnnn:s). Whtn cac/1 
follows a plural subject, however, the verb and subsequent pronouns re­
main in the plural: The aparrments each have their own private entrances 
(not has its own private entrance). But when each follows the verb with 
we as its subject, the rule has an exception. One may say either We boys 
have each our own room or We boys have each his own room, though the 
latter form may strike readers as stilted. • The expression each and every 
is likewise followed by a singular verb and, at least in formal style, by a 
singular pronow1: Each anti every driver knows (not know) what his or her 
(not their) job ,s to be. See Usage Notes at every, they. 

each other pron. Each the other. Used to indicate that a relationship 
or an action is reciprocal among the members of the set referred to by 
the antecedent: The boys like each other. 

Usage Note It is often maintained that each other should be used lo 
denote a reciprocal relation between two entities, with one another re­
served for more than two: thus The twins dislike each other but The triplets 
dislike one another. Sixty-four percent of Usage Panelists say that they fol­
low this rule in their own writing. But it should be pointed out that many 
reputable writers from Samuel Johnson onward have ignored the rule 
and that the use of each other for more than two, or of one another for 
two, cannot be considered incorrect. In particular, there are contexts in 
which each other and one another are subtly different in meaning. When 
speal<lng of an ordered series of events or stages, one another is the pre­
ferred form. Thus the sentence The waiters followed one another into the 
room was preferred by 73 percent of the Usage Panel to the sentence The 
waiters followed each other into the room. • Each other should not be used 
as the subject of a clause in writing. Instead of We always know what each 
other is thinki11g, one should write Enc/1 of us k11ows what the other is 
th/11ki11g. • The possessive forms of eacl, otl1u~nd one another are written 
eacl, other's and one 1111other's: The boys wore cnc/1 01/,cr's (not each others') 
coats. They had forgotten one another's (not one anothers') names. 

ea•ger' (elgar) adj. -ger•er, -ger•est 1. Having or showing keen 

Italian initial letter 
depicting grape 
harvesting and 

winemaking, from a 
1476 ed it ion of Pliny 

the Eider's Historia 
Natura/is. 

interest, intense desire, or impatient expectancy. See Usage Note at anx­
ious. 2. Obsolttc Tort; sharp; c:ut1i11g. [Middle English agu, sour, sharp, 
lmpcluous, from Anglo-Nom,an egre, from Latin acer. • cc ak- in Ap­
pendix I.] -eatger•ly ndv. -eafger•ness 11. 
ea•ger2 (elgar, /i/gar) n. Variant of eagre. 
eager beaver 11. /11for111al One that is exceptionally, often cxcessivcly 
industrious or zealou.s: "'fire eager beavers of industry 5c/do,11 reac/1 li1tir 
potential, much less rise to the top" (Newsweek) . -ealger-bealver (e'­
g,r-belvar) adj. 
ea•gle (el gal) n. 1. Any of various large diurnal birds of prey of the 
family Accipitridae, including members of the genera Aquila and Hali­
aeetus, characterized by a powerful hooked bill, keen vision, long broad 
wings, and strong soaring flight, 2. A representation of an eagle used as 
an emblem or insignia. 3. A gold coin formerly used in the United States, 
stamped with an eagle on the reverse side and having a face value of ten 
dollars. 4. Sports A golf score of two strokes under par on a hole. ❖ v. 
-gled, -gling, -gles Sports ~tr. To shoot (a hole in golf) in two strokes 
under par. -intr. To score an eagle in go! f. [ Middle English egle, from 
Anglo-Norman, from Old Proven~al aigla, from Latin aq11ila.J 
eagle eye 11. 1. Keen eyesight. 2. The :,bility or tendency to obmvt 
closely or pay attention to detnil: 111011i1ors expemes wi1/1 an eagle eyt. 3. 
One th~! observes with close attention. -ea•gle-eyed (el gal-id') 111/j. 
eagle owl n. A large Eurasian owl (Bubo bubo) having brownish 
plumage and prominent ear tufts. 
eagle ray n. Any of numerous rays of the family Myliobatidae, found 
in tropical and subtropical shallow seas and noted for their massive jaws 
and large winglike pectoral fins, which they flap for propulsion. 
Ea•gle Scout (elg,l) n. One who has achieved the highest rank in 
the Boy Scouts. 
ea•glet (elgllt) n. A young eagle. 
ea•gre also ea•ger (c/1,.-;,r. 31!Wl 11. Sec bore'. !Origin unknown.] 
Ea•kins (iilkl'nz), Thomas 1844-1916. American r,alnttr known for 
highly realistic works, such as M11x Schmitt inn i11gle Scull (1871). 
eal•dor•man (t\lldar-m~n) 11. The chief magistrate of a district in 
Anglo-Saxon England. [Old English. See ALDERMAN.] 

Eames (cmz), Charles 1907-1978. American dc.~igner noted for an 
innovative series of chairs made of aluminum tublug and molded ply­
wood. 
Eames chair A trademark used for a functional chair, originally of 
molded plywood, with se:it and back pieces shaped to the contours of the 
humun body. 
ear' (Ir) 11. 1. /111nto11ry a. The vertet>mte orgm, of hearing, respons~le 
for mai.ntaining equilibrium as well os sensing sound nnd divided UI 
mammals into the cxtcrnnl cor, the middle car, and the inner car. b. The 
part of 1his organ that is cx1crnnlly visible. 2. An invertebrate organ anal• 
ogous to the mammalian car. 3 . The sense of hearing; a so1111d t!tnt gt'ttlel 
011 the ear. 4 . Sensitivity or reccpt1vencss to sound, csr,cdnllr,: a. Shai­
ncss or refinement of hearing: a si11gcr with 11 ~'Dori t'llr for 1am10tt)\ • 
The ability to play a pnssoge of music solely from hearing it: plays 1/,e 
pinHO by ear. c, llcsponsiveness to the sounds or forms o/ spoken lon· 
gungc: a writer wi1/, 11 good cnr for ilialoguc; has an enr for faroig11 /mt· 
g1mg~s. 5. Sy111pa1hc1ic or ravorob!c attention: "[The President] wavers 
l,envccu the 11110 pmitio11s, il,pa11di11g 011 w/,o Inst lttuJ /,is car" (Joseph C. 
Hal'$Ch). 6. Something resembling the external car in position or shaP_t• 
espcciaUy: a. A rtexible tuft or feather 1<>1'atcd above the eyes of ccrta!P 
birds, such as owls, 1hnt functions ,n visual communication but not tP 
hearing. Also called ear 111ft. b. A projecting handle, as on a vase or pitch· 
er. 7. A sm31.1 box in 1hc upper corn<!r of Lhe page in a ncwspnp~r ?r 
periodical that con tains a printed not ice, 1ucl1 us promotional motert~ 
or weather information. 8. ears /uform11/ l-landphoncs. -Idioms: a f 
ears Acutely attentive: Tell your lfory-we'rt nil ears! coming out 0 

(one's) ears In more 1hon adcqun1c amounts; ovcmbuntlant. give (or 




