
BlackBerry PlayBook: the US launch date is 19 April. Photograph: Robyn Beck/AFP/Getty Images

BlackBerry

 This article is more than 13 years old

BlackBerry PlayBook launch date, price and
specs revealed
RIM to release BlackBerry PlayBook in US and Canada on 19 April,
starting at $499; some features put it ahead of the iPad

Charles Arthur
Tue 22 Mar 2011 08.20 EDT

RIM is to release its BlackBerry PlayBook tablet in the US and Canada on
Tuesday 19 April.

The BlackBerry PlayBook with Wi-Fi will come in three models, featuring
16GB, 32GB or 64GB of storage at $499, $599 and $699 respectively, and go
on sale in Best Buy stores and Best Buy Mobile stores in the US, as well as
Best Buy and Future Shop stores in Canada.

And the UK? RIM tells us that it will be launched internationally in "Q2"
(April to June), but that neither pricing nor distribution channels have
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been announced. The software for the machines now out in the field in
certain hands is still "pre-final release", we understand.

Would-be customers in the US and Canada can place orders from today.
"Previews of the BlackBerry PlayBook have generated tremendous
excitement and we know that customers are eager to get their hands on
one," said RIM's regional managing director for North America, Craig
McLennan.

The pricing for the PlayBook puts it exactly level with Apple's iPad 2,
which launched in the US on 11 March and will start selling internationally
on Friday.

RIM has released a set of specifications for the PlayBook:

 7" 1024x600 WSVGA capacitive LCD touch screen

 0.9 lbs (425g) and 5.1" x 7.6" x 0.4" (130mm x 194mm x 10mm)

 1 GHz dual-core processor

 BlackBerry Tablet OS with support for symmetric multiprocessing

 MP3, AAC and WMA audio playback

 Support for high resolution video playback (H.264, MPEG4, WMV)

 1080p HDMI output

 Dual 1080p HD cameras for video conferencing and video capture (3MP
front and 5MP rear)

 1 GB RAM memory

 Up to 64 GB internal storage (16, 32 and 64 GB models)

 GPS, Orientation Sensor (Accelerometer), 6-Axis Motion Sensor
(Gyroscope), Digital Compass (Magnetometer)

 Stereo speakers and stereo microphones

 Wi-Fi (802.11 a/b/g/n) connectivity

 Bluetooth 2.1+EDR support

Many of those features give it parity with the iPad 2, and in some cases put
it slightly ahead. The key difference is in the screen size, which at 7" gives
it slightly less than half the total area of the 9.7" iPad. The iPad is heavier
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I hope you appreciated this article. Before you move on, I wanted to ask if you
would consider supporting the Guardian’s journalism as we enter one of the most
consequential news cycles of our lifetimes in 2024.

With the potential of another Trump presidency looming, there are countless
angles to cover around this year’s election – and we'll be there to shed light on
each new development, with explainers, key takeaways and analysis of what it
means for America, democracy and the world. 

From Elon Musk to the Murdochs, a small number of billionaire owners have a
powerful hold on so much of the information that reaches the public about what’s
happening in the world. The Guardian is different. We have no billionaire owner or
shareholders to consider. Our journalism is produced to serve the public interest –
not profit motives.

And we avoid the trap that befalls much US media: the tendency, born of a desire
to please all sides, to engage in false equivalence in the name of neutrality. We
always strive to be fair. But sometimes that means calling out the lies of powerful
people and institutions – and making clear how misinformation and demagoguery
can damage democracy.

From threats to election integrity, to the spiraling climate crisis, to complex
foreign conflicts, our journalists contextualize, investigate and illuminate the
critical stories of our time. As a global news organization with a robust US
reporting staff, we’re able to provide a fresh, outsider perspective – one so often
missing in the American media bubble.

Around the world, readers can access the Guardian’s paywall-free journalism
because of our unique reader-supported model. That’s because of people like you.
Our readers keep us independent, beholden to no outside influence and accessible
to everyone – whether they can afford to pay for news, or not.

If you can, please consider supporting us just once, or better yet, support us
every month with a little more. Thank you.

at 601g (1.33 pounds) and of course larger (9.5" x 7.31") though it is
apparently thinner at 0.34in.

RIM has not, however, announced an expected battery life.

Betsy Reed
Editor, Guardian US

5/23/24, 12:03 PM BlackBerry PlayBook launch date, price and specs revealed | BlackBerry | The Guardian

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2011/mar/22/blackberry-playbook-launch-date-price-specs 3/5SAMSUNG EX. 1038 - 3/5



Continue Remind me in July

One-time Monthly Annual

$5 per month $13 per month Other

5/23/24, 12:03 PM BlackBerry PlayBook launch date, price and specs revealed | BlackBerry | The Guardian

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2011/mar/22/blackberry-playbook-launch-date-price-specs 4/5SAMSUNG EX. 1038 - 4/5

https://support.theguardian.com/us/contribute?selected-contribution-type=MONTHLY&selected-amount=13&REFPVID=lwjfzm48sai7lp7eo6mg&INTCMP=gdnwb_copts_memco_2024-04-18_EPIC_3REASONS__US_CONTROL&acquisitionData=%7B%22source%22%3A%22GUARDIAN_WEB%22%2C%22componentId%22%3A%22gdnwb_copts_memco_2024-04-18_EPIC_3REASONS__US_CONTROL%22%2C%22componentType%22%3A%22ACQUISITIONS_EPIC%22%2C%22campaignCode%22%3A%22gdnwb_copts_memco_2024-04-18_EPIC_3REASONS__US_CONTROL%22%2C%22abTests%22%3A%5B%7B%22name%22%3A%222024-04-18_EPIC_3REASONS__US%22%2C%22variant%22%3A%22CONTROL%22%7D%2C%7B%22name%22%3A%22SUPPORTER_AMOUNTS_EVERGREEN__US_REGION%22%2C%22variant%22%3A%22CONTROL%22%2C%22testType%22%3A%22AMOUNTS_TEST%22%7D%5D%2C%22referrerPageviewId%22%3A%22lwjfzm48sai7lp7eo6mg%22%2C%22referrerUrl%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Ftechnology%2F2011%2Fmar%2F22%2Fblackberry-playbook-launch-date-price-specs%22%2C%22isRemote%22%3Atrue%7D&numArticles=3


Most viewed

5/23/24, 12:03 PM BlackBerry PlayBook launch date, price and specs revealed | BlackBerry | The Guardian

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2011/mar/22/blackberry-playbook-launch-date-price-specs 5/5SAMSUNG EX. 1038 - 5/5




