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vi to lend or sell with discounts-at a discount 1 below 411 discountenance / disembogue r::~~•: price; below face value 2 worth little; unwanted and t ions in trea tm~nt; s_how _pai:ti~lity_ (in (au_or of) !Jr prejudice 
asily obtmned . (against) -adj. mvolvmg discmnmation; distingwshing carefully J -coun-tenance (rus kount"n ans) vt. -•nanced, -•nanc•!ng [ms- -SYN. DISTINOUJSH 
IScoUNTENANCE] 1 to make asham~d or embarrassed; disconcert dis-crimi·nat·ing (-niit'iJJ) adj. 1 that discriminates; distinguish­
~ to refuse approval or support to; rusc~mage . ing 2 able to make or see fine distinctions; discerning 3 DlSCRIMJ-

dlS·COUnt•er (dis'koun tar) n. one that discounts; specif., DISCOUNT NATORY 

HOUSE dis-crimi-na•tion (di skrim'i na'shan) n. [L discrimin.atio] 1 the 
11-dlscount house (or sto_re) a_ retail store that sells its goods for act of discriminating, or distinguishing differences 2 the ability to 

Jess than the regular or list prices make or perceive distinct ions; perception; discernment 3 a~ pa~­
dlscount rate 1 DISCOUNT (n: 3) 2 the ra~e. at which the Federal tiality, or bias, in the treatmen~ of a person or gr~up, which 1s 
Reserve Banks ruscount or rediscount securities offered by member unfair, illegal, etc. b) an act, policy, pattern of behaVIor, etc. char-
banks acterized by such partiality 

dls-cour•age (di skw-'ij) vt. -•aged , -•ag-ing _[ME discoragen < OFr dis•crimi-na-tive (-nat'iv, -na tiv) adj. _1 makin_g i:me distin~ti~ns; 
descoragier: see DIS- & COURAGED _1 to depnve of courage, hope, or discerning 2 characterized by or showing parfaality or preJuclice; 
confidence; dishearten 2 to adVJse or pe:suade ~a perSOJ?-) _ to discriminatory 
refrain 3 to prevent or ttr to prevent ~Y disapprovrng or rrusmg dis•crimi•na•tor (cli skrim'i nat'ar) n. 1 one that discriminates 2 
objections or obstacles - v,. to become discouraged . Radio a circuit for demodulating frequency-modulated or phase­

dls-cour-age•ment (-mant) n . [OFr d!?scor~gement) 1 a d1sco)ll"- modulated canier waves 
aging 2th fact , state, or feeling of bemg cliscouraged 3 anything dis•crimi•na-tory (-na tor'e) adj. 1 practicing discrimination, or 
that discourages . showing prejudice 2 discriminating, or distinguishing 

dts-cour-ag•ing (-i JJ) adj. that discourages; disheartenmg; dis•cur-sive (di skw-'siv) adj. [ML discursiuus < L discursus: see 
depressing -dis-cour'•ag -ing ly adv. DISCOURSE] 1 wandering from one toJ?ic to a.not~er; skimming 

dis-course (di~'kors'; also, & for u. usually, dis k6rs' ) n. [ME & over many apparently unconnected sub;ects; rambhng; desultory; 
OFr discours < L discursus, discourse < pp. of discurrere, to run to digre8 8ive 2 based on the conscious l )~fl of reasoning rather than 
and fro < dis-, from, apart + currere, to run: see C_URRENT) 1 on intuition - dis-cur'•sively adv. -dis• 
communication of ideas, information, etc.~ esp. by talking; conver- cur'•sive•ness n. 
sation 2 a long and formal treatment 01 a subject, in speech or diS·CUS (dis'kas) n_. ,pl. dis'-cuses or_ dl~ci 
writing· lecture; treatise; dissertation 3 [Archaic] ability to rea~on; (dis'i') [L < Gr dtskos < base of dikem, 
ration~ty - vi. --coursed', -•cours'•lng 1 to carry on conversationi to throw, akin to deiknynai, to show, 
talk· confer 2 to speak or wi·ite (on or upon a subject) formally ana point out: see DICTIOND 1 a heavy disk, 
at some length - vt. [Archaic] to utter or tell -SYN. SPEAK -dis· usually made of metal and wood, that is 
cours'er n. thrown for distance as a test of strength 

dls•cour-teous (dis lrar'te as) adj. not courteous; impolite; rude; and skill 2 the throwing of the cliscus 
ill-mannered -SYN. RUDE -dis•cour'-teous•ly adv. - dis-cour'• as a field event in track and field meets: 
teous-ness n. in full discus throw 

dls·cour-tesy (dis kwt'a se) n. 1 lack of courtesy; impoliteness; dis-cuss (di skus') vt. (ME discusse11, to 
bad manners; rudeness 2 pl. -sies a rude or impolite act or remark examine, scatter < L discussus, pp. of 

dis-cover (di skuv'ar) vt. [ME discouereri < OFr descourir < LL discutere, to strike asunder, scatter < 
discooperire, to discover, reveal: see DIS- & COVER] 1 to be the first dis-, aQart + quatere, to shake, beat: see DISCUS 
to find out see or know about 2 to find out; learn of the existence QUASH') 1 [Obs.] to disperse; dispel 2 
of; realize' 3 to' be the first nonnative person to find, come to, or see to t alk or write about; take up in conver-
(a continent, river, etc.) 4 to bring to prominence; make famous 5 sation or in a discourse; consider and argue the pros and cons of -
a) [Now Rare] to reveal; disclose; expose b) [Archaic] to uncover - dis•cuss'•able adj. or dis-cuss'·ible - dis-cuss'er n. 
SYN. LEARN -dis-cov'-er-able adj. -dls-cov'er-er n. SYN.-<flscuss implies a talking about something_in a deliberative 

dls-cov-ert (dis kuv'art) adj. IIME < OFr descovert, lit., not covered, fashfon with varying opinioD:9 offered 1-;on.structively and usu!11ly 
hence not protected: see DIS· & COVER] Law having no husband: amicabbr so as to settle an IS ue, decrde on a course of action, 
said of a spinster, widow, or divorcee -dis•cov'•er-ture (-ar char) n. etc.; argtie impli~s the ci~g of re~?S or evidence to 5)-lPP<!rt or 

diS•COV•ery (di skuv'ar e) n. , pl. --er-ies 1 the act of discovering 2 refute an assertion belief, proposition, etc.; debate 1mplies a 
anything discovered 3 [Archaic] the act of revealinf(; disclosure 4 formal argument, 'usually on p~lic 9.uestions, in _conte~ts 
Law any pretrial procedures, as the taking of depositions, for com- between opposing groups; di~p_!.lte rmplies argwn~t m which 
pelling the disclosure of pertinent, factual information there is a clash of opposmg opllllons, often presented man angry 

*Discovery Day COLUMBUS D AY or beated manner 
dis-credit (dis kred'it) vt. 1 to reject as untrue; disbelievE: 2 to _be * dis-cuss-ant (-ant) n. a person taking part in an organized discus­
~ reason for disbelieving or distrusting; cast doubt on [their e~lier sion 
hes dis~redit anything they may say} 3 to damage t~e credit or dis·CUS·Sion (di skush'en) n. [ME discussioun < LL discussioD the 
~ pu~tion of; disgrace - n. 1 ab~ence or l_oss of belief or trust; act of discussing; t alk or writing in which the pros and cons or 
c!isbehef; doubt 2 damage to ones reputation; loss of respect or various aspects of a subject are considered -under discussion 
status; disgrace; dishonor 3 something that causes disgrace or loss being discussed 
of status dis•dain (dis dan') vt. [ME disdeinen < OFr desdaignier < VL 

dls-cr~d·it•able (-a bal} a~j. damaging to one's reputation or sta- *disdignare, for LL dedigna.re < L dedignari < dis•, DIS- t dipnCf,ri: 
t_us; disgraceful -dls-cred ·It-ably adv. see DEIGN] to regard or treat as unworthy or beneath one s digmty; 

d1s-creet (di sk:ret' ) adj. IIME & OFr discret < L discretus, pp. of specif. , to refuse or reject with aloo~ coI?-tE!mpt or scorn - n . the 
discernere: see J?ISCERN] careful ab?ut what one says or does; pru- feeling, attitude, or expression of disdaining; aloof contempt or 
dent; esp., keepmg silent or r,reservmg confidences when necessary scorn -SYN. DESPISE 
-SYN. CAREFUL -dis-creet ly adv. -dis-creet'•ness n. dis•dain-ful (-fall adj. feeling or expressing disdain; scornful and 

dl~•crep-ancy (di skrep'an se) n.,pl. -•cies IIME discrepaun.s < OFr aloof-SYN. PROUD -dis•dain'•fulfy adv. -dls•daln'-ful•ness n. 
discr;ri~nce < L discrepantia < discrepans, prp. of discrepare, to dis-ease (di zez' ) n. 1fME disese, inconvenience, trouble, sickness< 
sofun differently< d!-5-, from + crel!are? to rattle: _see CR;AVENil lack OFr desaise, discomfort < des- ms- + aise, EASEil 1 an:,,: departure 
~ agreement, or an mstance of this; difference; mcons1stency from health· illness in general 2 a particular destructive process 

dls•cr~p-ant (di skrep'ant; also dis'~a p~nt) adj. [¥E dis_crepan;te in an organ ' or organism, with ~ specific cause and characteristic 
< L disc,:epansJ lacking agreement; differing; at vanance; mcons1s- symptoms; specif., an i+lness; a1ln1ent 3 any ~~mful or destruc­
t~ot - chs-crep'•antly adv. tive condition, as of society - vt. -·ea~ed', -•e.as ·!09 [ME disesen < 

dis,crete (di skret' ) adj. [ME di.scret: see DISCREET] 1 separate OFT desaaisier < the n .] to cause disease rn; mfect or derange: 
a_nd distinct; not attached to others; unrelated 2 made up of dis- usually in pp. -dis-eased' adj. 
tmc~ Parts; discontinuous 3 designat.iug or of an electronic circujt SYN-disease moy apply generally to any deviation of the body 

avmg separate transistors, resistors, etc. -dls·crete'ly adv. -dis• fro.:0 its normal or healthy state, or it may refer to a particular 
dyete'•ne_ss n. disorder with a specific cause and characteristic symptoms; 

~-cre-t1on (cli skresh'an) n. [ME discrecioun < OFr discrecion < L malady usually refers to a deep-seated chronic disease, fre-
discretio, separation (in LL, discernment) < di~cretus: see .ms- quently one that is ult!,mately fatal; ailment refer to a mild, 
CREE'!') 1 the freedom or authonty to make dec1s1ons and choices· chronic disorder [the mmor ailments of the aged.] 
P~er to judge or act 2 the quality of being disc_reet, or c~refu! d·s-em-bark (di ,. bark' dis'im bark') vt. [Fr desembarq_uer: see 
a ut what one does and says; prudence 3 [Archaic) the action or 1 8 Im ·; ( d ) fr a shi · _ 
Power of discerning· J·udgment -at one's discretion as one wishes DIS· & El'IIBA~) to unloaa passengers ~r goo 18 om .6 Paf, arr 

dis-er t· ' _ . , . . gul d b craft etc. - v,. to go ashorn from a ship or eave an a1rcr t or 
0 , e- lon-a_ry (-er'e) adJ. le~t to ones discretion· re ate Y otbe; means of tl·ansportation -dis-em•bar-ka•tlon (dis'em bar kii' 

d.ne 5 _own choice: also dis-cre'•t1onal shan dis em'-) n 
~:·it~mi•n~ble (di skrim'a na bal) adj. that can be discriminated dis•em-bar-rass· (dis'.im bar'as) ~- to rid or.relieve of something 

di . _tin_gmshed . . embarrassing, annoymg, entangling, perplexmg, or burdensome 
iss ;:1m1-nant _(-nant) n_. Math. an express10n whose value or sign dis-em-body (dis'im bad'e, dis'im bad'e) vt. --bod'•ied, -•bod'y•ing 

di ~d 1:o classify functions to free from bodily existence· make incorporeal - dls'•em•bod'-ied 
i!•cnn:11-n_ate (di sk:rim'i nat'; for qdj., -nit)~- ~-nat'~d,_ -•nar•lng adj. -dis' •em-bod'i•ment n . ' 
disJ;. .d1scrw~u~a.!us, pp. _of q1scnm11~are, to d1v1de, distinguish < dis-em-bogue (dis'im bog') vt. , vi. --bogued', -•bog. u'ing [Sp 
co 1.men., div:is1on, distinction < ~iscemere: see DISCERN_] 1 to desemhocar to come out of the mouth of a river or haven < des- (L 
d.nst.1tute a difference between· differentiate 2 to recogmze the ' . . . 
ifference between· distinguish -vi. 1 to see the difference See the inside front covet for pronunc1at1on lnform~t1on. 

(between things); distinguish 2 to be discerning 3 to make distinc- The symbol * is used to mark terms of American origin. 
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