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itention, or litigation; esp : DISPUTE, Chy
es-to-bal\ adj — con-test-er n -

7). 1: a struggle for superiority or victgy,
retition in which each contestant Emomﬁ
or interference from his competitors

‘also *kan-\ n'(1665) 1 : one that Parts,
hat contests an award or decision

a-shan\ n (1580) : CONTROVERSY, DEBATE
E, weaving together of words, fr. L cong,
sherence, fr. contéxere to weave together, f,
~ more at TECHNICAL] (ca. 1568) 1.’y
urround a word or passage and can

the interrelated conditions in which s,
ENVIRONMENT, SETTING — con-text.[ns
kstu-al \kin-'teks-che-wal, kan-, -chal\ ad

'fré\ adj (1964) ; of, relating to, or being,
1 on rules that describe a change in a sty
1ts outside of the string; also : being such,

¢s-cha-wa-liz, -cha-liz\ vt -ized; -izedng
| or activity) in a context .

ar, 'kidn-,, kn-"\ # [F, fr. L contextus, pp o
«ct, process, or manner of weaving parts iy,
.0 formed {a~ of lies) 2: CONTEXT

-a-t&\ n, pi -ties (1612) : the quality or sty
IMITY

was\ adj [L contiguus, fr. contingere to ha
ONTINGENT] {ca. 1609) 1 : being in acm:
boundary or at a point 2 of dngles : apy
in time or sequence 4 : touching or ey
1broken sequence {~ row houses} syn s.
s.ly adv— con-tig-u-ous-ness n

Ds\ n (14c). 1 : SELF-RESTRAINT; €5p : a e
ourse 2 : the ability to retain a bodily dis
zzdj [ME, fr. MF, fr. L continent-, continens
i{in — more at CONTAIN] €14¢) 1 : exercis
TRICTIVE~— constisnent«ly adv
"kant-nent\ n [in senses 1 & 2, fr. L comy
tinere; to hold together, contain; in Senses i
nens continuous mass of land, mainland, f
(1541) 1 archaict CONTAINER, CONFINES ]
NLAND 4 a: one of the six or seven grey
sbe b cap: the continent of Europe — use

n-t°I\ adj (1760) 1 a : of, relating to, or
at {~ waters); specif, often cap : of or rela.
rope excluding the British Isles b often g
a cuisine derived from the classic dishes o
2 aoften cap : of or relating to the colonie
atinental Congress) b: being the part of the
1 continent; also : being the part: of the US
ates — coneti-nen-tal-Iy \-t°l-8\ adv

.a often cap : an American soldier of the
antal army b (1) : a piece of Continentd
least bit ¢(not worth a ~) 2 : an inhabitan
continent of Euroge 1 !

often cap € (1911) : a light breakfast (asdl

6) : a hypothetical slow movement of ik
+d viscous zone within the earth — comparc

12) :.a shallow submarine plain of varymg
3 a continent and typically ending in a steef

0) : the usu. steep slope from a continentd

cy !

rupted activity (annoyed by the incessant quarreling). PERPETUAL sug-
csts unfailing repetition or lasting duration (a land of perpetual

g owfall). PERENNIAL implies enduring existence often through con-

t renewal {a perennial source of controversy).

3 tinn-ance \kon-'tin-yii-an(t)s\ n (14c) 1: CONTINUATION 2 : the
“"‘:mt of continuing : DURATION 3 : the quality of enduring : PERMA-
XS 4: an adjournment of a court case to a future day
optinu-ant \-yii-ont\ r (1861) 1 : something that continues or

as a continuation 2 : a speech sound (as a fricative or vowel)
that is proilu%gfl during one emission of breath — compare STOP —
jnuant ac/
o e adj (1555) obs : CONTINUOUS, UNINTERRUPTED
n-tineueastion \Kon-tin-ys-‘wa-shen\ n (14c) 1': the act or fact of
ntinuing in or the prolongation of a state or activity 2: resumption
after an interruption 3 : something that continues, increases, or adds
n_ﬁn.u-a~tlve \_kan-';m-ya—.wi-m{, -wa-tlv\_ad{ (1684) : expressing
contiﬂ“ity or continuation {as of an idea or action, )
conetin-uiea-tor \oWa-tor\ n (1646) : one that continues
con-tin-ue \ken-"tin-()yii\ vb -tin-ued; -tinu-ing [ME, fr. MF con-
inuer, Ir. L continuare, fr. continuus] vi(14c) 1: to maintain without
iterruption a condition, course, or action 2 : to remain in existence

. gNDURE 3 : t0 remain in a place or condition : STAY 4 : to resume
an activity after interruption ~ vt 1 a : KEEP UP, MAINTAIN {~s
walking) b: to keep going or add to : PROLONG; also : to resume q(ter
intermission .2 : to cause to continue 3 : to allow to remain in a

Jace or condition : RETAIN 4 : to postpone (a legal proceeding) by a
continuance — comn-tinueer \-yii-ar\ n . )

syR CONTINUE, LAST, ENDURE, ABIDE, PERSIST mean to exist over a period

of time or indefinitely. CONTINUE applies to a process going on without
ending (the search for peace will continue). LAST, esp. when unquali-
fied, may stress existing beyond what is normal or expected (buy
shoes that will last). ENDURE adds an implication of resisting destruc-
tive forces or agencies (in spite of everything, her faith endured). ABIDE
implies stable and constant existing esp. as opposed to mutability {a
Jove that abides through 40 years of marriage). PERSIST suggests oul-

continuance e contradiction 251

2¢constra \'kan-trs, "kon-, -tri\ n [AmerSp,
short for_contra-revolucionario counterrevo-
lutionary] (1981) : a member of a guerrilla
group opposed to the Sandinista govern-
ment in Nicaragua

contra- prefix [ME, fr. L, fr. contra against,
opposite — more at COUNTER] 1 : against
: contrary : contrasting {contradistinction)
2 ; pitched below normal bass {contracc-
tave

con-tra-band \'k#n-tra-,band\ n [It contrab-
bando, fr. ML contrabannum, fr. contra- +
bannus, bannum decree, of Gmce origin;
akin to OHG bannan to command — more at BAN] (ca. 1529) 1: ille-
gal or prohibited traffic in goods : SMUGGLING 2 : goods or merchan-
dise whose importation, exportation, or possession is forbidden; also
+ smuggled goods 3: a slave who during the Civil War escaped to or
was brought within the Union lines — contraband adj

constra-band-ist \-ban-dist\ n (ca. 1818) : SMUGGLER

con-tra-bass \'kén-trs-,bas\ n [It contrab, , fr. contra- + basso bass]
(ca. 1611) : DOUBLE BASS — constra-bass-ist \-,ba-sist\ n

con-tra-bas-soon \Kin-tra-bo-'siin, -ba-\ n (1891) : a double-reed
woodwind instrument having a range an octave lower than that of the
bassoon — called also double bassoon

con-tra.cep-tion \kin-tra-"sep-shan\ n [contra- + conception] (1886)
i deliberate prevention of conception or impregnation — con-tra-cep-
tive \-'sep-tiv\ adj or n

1con-tract \'kdn-,trakt\ n [ME, fr. L contractus, fr. contrahere to draw
together, make a contract, reduce in size, fr. com- 4 trahere to draw]
(14c) 4 : a binding agreement between two or more persons or
parties; esp : one legally enforceable b : a business arrangement for
the supply of goods or services at a fixed price {make parts on ~) ¢
: the act of marriage or an agreement to marry 2 : a document de-
scribing the terms of a contract 3 : the final bid to win a specified
number of tricks in bridge 4 : an order or arrangement for a hired

contour map

Jasting the normal or appointed time and often ol Y or
doggedness (the sense of guilt persisted) . i . .
continued adj (15¢) 1 : lasting or extending without interruption {(~
successy 2 : resumed after interruption (a ~ story) .
continued fraction n (ca. 1856) : a fraction whose numerator is an
integer and. wh0§e denominator is an integer plus a fl:aclimi whose
pumerator is an integer and whose denominator is an integer plus a
fraction and so on i 3 y

contin-uing adj (14c) 1 : CONTINUOUS, CONSTANT {~ poverty) 2
: needing no renewal : ENDURING {~ fame) — con-tin-u-ing:ly adv
continuing education n (1954) ; formal courses of study for adult
part-time students y i

constismu-i-ty \,kén-t’n-"ii-5-t&, -'yii-\ », pl -ties (15¢) 1 a: uninter-
rupted connection, succession, or union b : uninterrupted duration or
continuation esp. without essential change 2 : something that has,

exhibits, or provides continuity: as & : a script or scenario in the per- .

forming arts b : transitional spoken or musical matter esp. for a radio
or television program ¢ : the story and dialogue of a comic strip 3
: the property of being mathematically continuous

con-tin-uo \ksn-'tin-y2-,wd, -'ti-na-\ n, pl -u.0s [It, Ir. continuo contin-
uous, fr. L continuus] (1724) : a bass part (as for a keyboard or
stringed instrument) used esp. in baroque ensemble music and consist-
ing of a succession of bass notes with figures that indicate the required
chords — called also figured bass, thoroughbass

constineusons \ken-'tin-yii-as\ adj [L continuus, fr. continére to hold
together — more at CONTAIN] (1673) 1 : marked by uninterrupted
extension in space, time, or sequence 2 of a function : having the
property that the absolute value of the numerical difference between
the value at a given point and the value at any point in a neighborhood
of the given point can be made as close to zero as desired by choosing
the neighborhood small enough sym see CONTINUAL — comstineu-
ous:ly adv — con-tin-u-ous.ness n !

conetin-ueum \kan-'tin-yii-am\ n, pl -ua \-yii-s\ also -u-ums [L, neut.

an(t)s\ ra (ca. 1530) 1 : CONT

an(t)-sé\ n, pl -cies (1561) 1 : the qualit
it 2: acontingent event or condition:as &
cy) that may but is not certain to occur {try-
-5 b : something liable to happen as an ad-
hing else sym see JUNCTURE 3
: a fee for services (as of a lawyer) paid upe
‘he services and usu. calculated as a perceat:
“the client — called also contingent fee
. 1947) : a table of data in which the ro¥
according to one variable and the colum
ng to another variable and which is used esf
tion between variables -
at\ adj [ME, fr. MF, fr. L contingent-, contt®
have contact with, befall, fr. com- + tanges
iENT] (14¢)  1: likely but not certain tobxv;
logically necessary; esp : EMPIRICAL 3 -
- unforeseen causes b : subject to chance®
STABLE ¢ ; intended for use in circums
4 : dependent on or conditioned by SO
sitated : determined by free choice syb ¢
ent.ly adv : i
something contingent : CONTINGENCY 2:
LEGATION, DETACHMENT ;
al, -yal\ adj [ME, fr. MF, fr. L mpu_nuuwg’
\uing indefinitely in time without interruph®
1 steady usu. rapid succession <a history
.1y adv =
JOUS, CONSTANT, INCESSANT, PERPETUAL, PEREC
['By continued occurrence or recurrence. 0
lose prolonged succession or recurrencé .
ole weekend). CONTINUOUS usu. implies b
patial extension (football’s oldest continut®
ies uniform or persistent occurrepce or 0 £
pain). INCESSANT implies ceaseless or unif!

of cont ] (1646) 1 : a coherent whole characterized as a collec-
tion, sequence, or progression of values or elements varying by minute
degrees (“good” and “bad” . . . stand at opposite ends of a ~ instead of
describing the two halves of a line —Wayne Shumaker) 2 : the set of
teal numbers including both the rationals and the irrationals; broadly
: a compact set which cannot be separated into two sets neither of
which contains a limit point of the other
constort \kon-"tort\ vb [ME, fr. L contortus, pp. of contorquére, fr. com-
+ torguére to twist — more at TORTURE] vt (PISC) : to twist in a violent
manner (features ~ed with fury) = vi: to twist into or as if into a
strained shape or expression syn see DEFORM — con-tor-tion \-tor-
shan\ n — constorstive \-"tor-tiv\ adj :
ton-tor-tion-ist \kan-'tor-sh(s-)nist\ n (1859) : one who contorts;
specif: an acrobat able to twist the body into unusual postures — con-
tor:tion. ¢ \~tor-sha-"nis-tik\ adj

‘constour \"k4 stur\ n [F, fr. It contorno, fr. contornare to round off, fr.
ML, to turn around, fr. L com- + fornare to turn on a lathe — more at
TURK] (1662) 1 : an outline esp. of a curving or irregular figure
: SHAPE; also : the line representing this outline 2 : the general form
o structure of something : CHARACTERISTIC — often used in pl. (~s of
amelody) Cto delineate the tortured psychological ~s of the tribal past
;—B, 1. Phillips) 3 : a usu. meaningful change in intonation in speech
,WJ'n see OUTLINE

n‘jlltmlr adj (1844) 1: following contour lines or forming furrows or
A Bts along them {(~ flooding} (~ farming) 2 : made to fit the con-
‘r.wr of something ¢a ~ couch) {~ sheets)

‘ontour v (1871) 1 a: to shape the contour of b : to shape so as
r:b tt contours 2: to construct (as a road) in conformity to a contour
‘“ntour feather n (1867) : one of the medium-sized feathers that form
c;"; general covering of a bird and determine the extérnal contour
Ian;o“r line n1 (1844) : a line (as on a map) connecting the points on a
o surface that have the same elevation

ito; OUr map n (1862) : a map having contour lines 5

ph]:;tm \'kan-tra\ prep [L] (15c) 1 : AGAINST — used chiefly in the
5¢ pro and contra 2 in opposition or contrast to — used before a
Proper name :

to kill someone
2con-tract \vt 2a & vi ! usu 'kén-trakt, others usu kon-"\ vb [ME, fr.
MF or L; MF contracter to agree upon, fr. L contractus] vt (14c) 1 a
: to bring on oneself esp. inadvertently : INCUR (~ing debts) b : to
become affected with {~ pneumonia) 2 a: to establish or undertake
by contract b : BETROTH; also : to establish (a marriage) formally ¢
(1) : to hire by contract (2) : to purchase (as goods or services) on a
contract basis — often used without 3 a: LIMIT, RESTRICT b: KNIT,
WRINKLE {frown ~ed his brow) ¢ : to draw together : CONCENTRATE
4 : to reduce to smaller size by or as if by squeezing or forcing together
5: to shorten (as a word) by omitting one or more sounds or letters =~
vi 1: to make a contract 2 : to draw together so as to become di-
minished in size {metal ~s on cooling); also : to become less in com-
pass, duration, or length {muscle ~s in tetanus) — constractsdbil:i.ty
\kan-,trak-to-'bi-la-t§, kin-\ n — contractsible \kon-'trak-ts-bal,
*kdn-\ adj
S¥I CONTRACT, SHRINK, CONDENSE, COMPRESS, CONSTRICT. DEFLATE mean
to decrease in bulk or volume. CONTRACT applies to a drawing together
of surfaces or particles or a reduction of area or length {caused her
muscles to contract). SHRINK implies a contracting or a loss of material
and stresses a falling short of original dimensions (the sweater will
shrink when washedg, CONDENSE implies a reducing of something ho-
mogeneous to greater compactness without significant loss of content
{condense the essay into a paragraph). COMPRESS implies a pressing
into a small compass and definite shape usu. against resistance {com-
pressed cotton into bales). CONSTRICT implies a tightening that reduces
diameter (the throat is constricted by a tight collar). DEFLATE implies a
contracting by reducing the internal pressure of contained air or gas
{deflate the balloon).
contract bridge \'kdn-trakt-\ n (1924) : a bridge game distinguished
by the fact that overtricks do not count toward game or slam bonuses
conetrac-tile \kon-"trak-tl, -til\ adj (ca. 1706) : having or concerned
with the power or property of contracting {(~ proteins of muscle fi-
brils) — constracstilsisty \ kin- trak-"ti-la-t&\ n
contractile vacuole n (1877) : a vacuole in a unicellular organism
that contracts regularly to discharge fluid from the body
con-trac-tion \kan-'trak-shan\ #n (15¢c) 1 a: t! > action or process of
contracting : the state of being contracted b : the shortening and
thickening of a functioning muscle or muscle fiber ¢ : a reduction in
business activity or growth 2 : a shortening of a word, syllable, or
word group by omission of a sound or letter; also : a form produced by
such shortening — constrac-tion.al \-shnal, -sha-n’l\ adj — con-
trac-tive \kon-"trak-tiv, 'kidn-\ adj — constrac-tion.ary \ken-'trak-
sha-ner-&\ adj
con-trac-tor \! usu 'kdn-trak-ter, 2 usu ken-"\ n (1548) 1 : one that
contracts or is party to a contract: as a : one that contracts to per-
form work or provide supplies b : one that contracts to erect build-
ings 2: something (as a muscle) that contracts or shortens
constrac-tu-al \ken-'trak-cha-wal, -chsl, -shwal\ adj (1861) : of, relat-
ing to, or constituting a contract — con-trac-tu-al-ly adv
con-trac-ture \kon-'trak-char\ n (1601) : a permanent shortening (as
of muscle, tendon, or scar tissue) producing deformity or distortion
con-tra.dict \kan-trs-"dikt\ vt [L contradictus, pp. of contradicere, fr.
contra- + dicere to say, speak — more at DICTION] (ca. 1576) 1: to
assert the contrary of : take issue with 2 : to imply the opposite or a
denial of (your actions ~ your words) syn see DENY — con-tra-dict-
able \-'dik-to-bal\ adj — con-tra-dic-tor \-'dik-tar\ n
con-tra-dic-tion \kiin-tro-'dik-shan\ n (14c) 1: act or an instance of
contradicting a : a proposition, statement, or phrase that asserts

or implies both the truth and falsity of something b : a statement or -

phrase whose parts contradict each other {a round square is a ~ in
terms) 3 a: logical incongruity b : a situation in which inherent

\a\ abut \*\ kitten, F table \or\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \d\ mop, mar
\at\ out \ch\chin \e\bet \&\easy \g\go \i\hit \M\ice \j\job
\p\ sing \o\ go \o\law \6i\ boy \th\thin \th\the \ii\loot \i\ foot
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \4, k, ", ¢, &, &, &, ¥\ see Guide to Pronunciation
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