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digs 

~ '11rH1lon f•'grosH11n/ n --dl11,.Hlve /·'gro5'v/ 
adj -dl1!reHtv.fY /-'QRISMO/ adv ~ l,orH-SIYeo 
nna /•'groalvn,5/ n 

dlg1 ►plurnl n. 1n/of1rl1t/ living quar1rn: Jrlllrrl lnro nnv 
dig, In l.oJAt\(tll"- r> la1c 19th ren1.: shon for Jtl('<ln}(J. 
used In thr µmr st'nsr, prob.1bly l'l'frmni: 10 1hr 
land whrrt' ,1 f,umrr dlJt,, l.r .• work, and, by cxtrn• 
slon, lovrs. 

dl-hMtr•l/dl'Mdrol/ ►lid/ having or ronralnrd by two 
plant (act,: a df!rtdrnl nn~lt. 

►n ~n nnglr forml'd by two planr fat't's, ■ Aol'Olllul/cs 
lncllnHfon of an alrC'r.ln's wing from thr horiron­
••I. r,p. upw;ml aw.-.y fmm thr fuselaiir. Comf"'l'l' 
wilh ANlfEORAL . Cllmblng a plan! Whl'n' two pl,1ncs 
of rode meet al nn angle of berwN-n 60' and 120•. 
r,la1c 18th cent.: from 01•• "lwo' + -htdrnl (sec 
-t!EOIION). 

dl-hy-brld {di'hlbrid/ ►n Genotlcs a hybrid lhat iJ hct• 
eroeygous for Jlleles of two difTcl'l'nt grnrs: 1a, ~) 
adlh)tmdtTOU. 

dl-hy-drtc {dl'hldrik/ ► ttd/ Cht1mlstry (nf an alcohol) 
conlalnlng two hydroxyl group, . Mate 19th ccnl.: 

' ~ from 01-• 'two' -t HYOROOtN -t ofC. 
dl-hy-dro-tes,101,ter-ono {dl,hldrOtos'tasto,rOn/ ►n. 

D 8JOCMmlstry a male sex hormone that Is the actlvt' 
- form or testostcronr, fom1cd from trst~trrone In 

bodily tissue. t> t9SOs: from dlhydm· tin the sense 
' 'cont.ilnlng two hytlmgen atoms in the molecule')+ 

TEIJTOSTEflONE. 

dl-hy-drox-y,ec+tono /,dihl,draks6'nsl,t0n/ ►n. Chem• 
lstry a synlhetic compound with atrong rrducing 
proprrties, used in lotloru for roloring thr skin In 
sunlight • Chem. fonnufo: (CH10H)CO. !>late 19th 
cent.: from d(l1ydroxy, (in the sense 'containing two 
hydroxyl groups in the molrcule') + ACETONE. 

Dl➔on /d6'ZHOH; d6'ZNAn/ an indunrfal city in r,ull'm 
~ntnl Franrl!, the formerapltal of Burgundy: pop. 
ISl,6"0. 

DI-Jon mus,tard ►n. a mcdlum•hot mustard, typical• 
ly preparrd with white wine and originally made In 
Dijon, Fr.mcc. 

dlk-dlk {'dok ,dik/ ►n. a dwarf antelopr found on the 
dry s;rv;inm of Mric;i, thl' fem.ille ofwhkh ls larger 
than the rmle. • Genus M11doqu11, family Bovidal': 
several s)'«i,s. !>lat, 19th cent: a 10011 word in l!ast 
Mric;i. Imitative oflts call. 

dike• /dik/ (also dyke) ►n. 1 a long wall or embank• 
ment built to prevent flooding from the sea. ■ foften 
in place namasJ a low w;ill or earthwork serving a1 a 
boundary or defense: Offa's DO«. ■ a c;iu5t'Way. ■ Ge· 
ology an Intrusion ofigneous rock cutting across ex­
isting strata. Compare wilh SILi... 2 a ditch or wa• 
te.rcoune. 
►v. !tntns.l !often as ~I (diked) provide (land) with a 
wall or embankment to prevent flooding. t>Middle 
English (denoting a trench or ditch): from Old Non<' 
due, related to DITCH. Sense 1 has been influenced by 
Middle Low German di1c 'dam' and Mlddle Dutch di)< 
'dirch. dam.' 
►PHRASE o pvt on••• finger In the dike attempt to 
stern the advance of somelhlng undesir.ible. ffrom a 
story of a small Dutch boy who savt'd his communi• 
ty from a flood by placing his fing!'r in a hole in a 
dike.I 

dike? ►n. varinnr speUingofcrtKez. 
d lk-tat Jd,k'ttlt/ ►n. an order or decree imposed by 
someone in power without popular consent: a diktat 
from tht Bundatag I ht can duband tht ltglJ/arurt and 
ndt by diktat. t-1930s: from German, from Latin die• 
tat11m 'something dlctJted. • neuter p,,st participle of 
dlctart. 

OIL Eleclronlcs ►abbr. dual in-line (packagl'). See DIP. 
DI.fan-Un /(i'lantin/ ► n. Medicine trademark for PHENY• 

TOtN. t> l930s: from 01-1 ' two'+ -1· + (hyd)atll(o}fn. 
di-lap-I-date /di'lapl,dat/ ►v. !trans.I archaic cause 
(something) to fall into dbrepair or ruin. r>early 
16th cenL (In lhc sense ·w.ute, squander'): from 
Latin dffnpldat• 'demolished, squandered,' from the 
verb dRapldart, literally 'scatter as if throwing 
stones,' from di· 'apart, abroad'+ lasrls, lapld· 'stone.' 
~l.fap-1,da-tlon fdl,lapl'daSHon/ n. 

di,lap-1-dat-ed /di'lapi,dAtld/ ►adj. (of a building or 01>­
jectl In a s1.11e of disrepair or ruin as J result of age 
or neglect. 

d l-1~-a_n-cy /di'l:'Jtn~/ ►n. Chemistry the phenomenon 
exh1b1ted by some fluids, sols. and gels in which 
they become more visC'ous or solid under prc:>Hure. 

dil,a,ta,tlon /,d1le'tflsHen: ,di•/ ►n. chli,l/y Mtldlcmo 
Physiology I he process of becoming dila1cd. ■ the ac• 
tion or dilating a vessel or opening.• a dilated pan 
of a hollow organ or vessel. ~late Middle English: 

474 

vb Old l"l'\'nch from i~re t.-irln dl111rorfn(n•J. from 1lie 
wrb dllnlart (sl'e Dtt.AT1), 

d l-la-t•llon and Cu-rtt-l1ge (nlw dl•l•llon Ind CU• 
,.,-tag•) (nhhr.: D ■nd C) ► n MtKf,cmt1 a surgkai pro­
crdul"l' Involving dil,1t,1tlo11 or the ctrvb anti cu!'f'I• 
Inge oft ht• lltl'nn, perfonnl:'d ~ner a mlsr.urfage or 
for lhe l"l'moval of cysts or tumon. 

di-late {'dl,1111, dl'l.\1{ ► v. 1 make or becnme wid<'r, 
larger, or moll! open: flntr11n1 J hrff)'1'1 cfRaltrl with llor• 
ror I lt111n,.I tltt \\'Oman dOnttd hrr nrnlr11J 2 l!nrritn• I 
(dllate on) speak or writr at length on (,1 subject). 
t>l,ite Middle English: from Old f""nch rlOnttr, fmrn 
Latin rlllnrnrt 'spn!ad 0111,' from di· 'npnr1' + 1111111 
'wide.' -dM■t,a.t,le Mi/ -dl.fl<llon /dl'IAsHon/ n. 

dl.fa,lor /'dl,IAlor; dl'l.\lor/ ►n. a thing lh,11 dllatr1 
somrthfng, In par1inllar: ■ (abo dll■tor mu1clel 
Anaromy a muscll' who~e contraction dilates ~n 
org;in or npel1ure, such •" thr pupil of the eye. ■ a 
surgic.il lru1rumen1 for dilating a tube or cavity In 
the body. ■ a vasod1lntory dmg. 

dll-a,to-ry {'d1lo,tOr~/ ►adj :slow tn ae1: ht had bttn dU11-
tmy In a1,prnnrlng a rollrlror. ■ lntendrd to ram!' delay. 
they rnorltd '" dllnrmy prorrc!ural lacttn, /ornng a post· 
1rontmmt 1>/llNlrt 1alks. l>Lltc Middle English: from 
late l-1tin df 11ror11u 'delaying.' from Latin dOator 'de­
layer,' from dRat• 'deferred.' from the verb dljftrrt. 
~11-e•to-rl.fy /,d1lo'tOr11liJ/ ttdv. ~ll•to-rkles1 n. 

dll-do /'d,ldO{ ►n. (pl. -do•) an object shaped like an 
erect penis med for sexual stimulation. ■ vulgar 
sl11nga stupid or ridiculous person. C> late 16th cent.: 
of unknown origin. 

di.fem-ma /dl'lomo/ ►n. a situJtion in which a difficult 
choice ha~ to be rn,,de bcrw«n two or more alter• 
natives, esp. equally unclesirahlc onH: lht ptoplt 
ojlm fart thr dar,nma of ftrdlng lhtnutlvrs or lhtlr ralllt. 
■ Informal a difficult sitmlllon or problem: tht lnsolu• 
bit dfftrnma of adoltsctnet. ■ Logic an argument fore• 
Ing an oppon!'nl to chome either of rwo unfavor· 
able alternatives. l>!'arly 16th cent. (denoting a form 
of argumrnt involving a choice betw«n equally un• 
favorable alternatives): via I-Hin from Gn•ek d(lim· 
ma, from di· 'twice'+ lhnma 'pl'l'mlse.' 
USAGE Dilemma should be reserved for refrrence 
to a pn.'dicament in which a difficult choice must 
be made between undesirable altemalivt's: You su 
l,IJ d0rmrna7 lfht mows to London, ht may ntVtr st~ his 
parmts ngnln. Llut lfht stays ln Stalllt, ht may bt' giving 
up tht bat Job afftr of hlJ lift. The weakened we or 
dilemma to mean simply 'a difficult situation or 
problem' (lht dRnnma of n ttathn shomigt) Is record· 
ed as early ns the fir:st po1rtofthe 17th century, but 
many regard this use as unacceptable and it 
should he avoided in written llngHsh. 

dll-et-tanto /,ddi'tant/ ►n (pl. -tain-11 /-'tante/ or •!antes) 
a per:son who cultiv.:nes an Jn.'a of interest, such as 
the arts, without real commitment or knowledge: 
las adj.I a dllmantt approorh ro snmre. ■ archaic a prr· 
son with an arnJleur Interest In the arts. C>mld 18th 
cenL: from Italian, 'pcnon loving the aru,' from 
diltttarr 'to delight,• from Latin dtlrctart. -dil .. t-t,n­
tlsh adj -dll-et-t•nt-11m /•,tlzem/ n. 

0 1-11 /'dde/ (also 01,lf, 0 11-11, D11-ly) the c.1pital and chief 
pon of l:.ur Timor. on the northern coast or the Is· 
lJnd: pop. 51,700. 

dll-i,genco• {'d,lojons/ ►n carefu l and j>('rsistentwork 
or effort. C>Mlddle English (In the sense 'dose atten• 
tion. c;iution'): via Old French from l..ilin dnll(mlla, 
from d11lgtnl· ·assiduous' (1« OIUGENTI. 

dil-1,gencei ►n. lilstorlcal a public sragecooch. r>late 
171.h cent.: from l'rrnch. shortened from rarmw dr 
dlllgmu 'coach of spttd. • 

dil,l,gent {'ddejont/ ►adJ having or showing c;ire and 
conscientiousness in one's work or duties: many 
rovrs art loraltil only nftrr n dilli:i-nt =rrh. Sre note at 
ousv. !>Middle P.nglish: via Old French from J.1tin 
dllf>:(ns, dllli:tnt· 'assiduous.' from da/grrt 'love, take 
delight in.' -dll-l11enl-llt' adv. 

dill /dol/ ►n. an aromatic :innual herb of tht• p;irsley 
family, wirh fine blue-green leaves and yellow flow· 
ers. The leaves and seeds of dill are med for flavor• 
ing and for medicinal purposes. • A11tthu111 graw­
olms, family Umbellifcrae. ■ (also dill-weed or dill 
weed) the fresh or dried leaves of this plant used to 
flavor food. t>Old English dUt, d)1t; related to Dutch 
dfllt and German vm: of unknown ultimate origin. 

OIJ.lln,ger f'd,llnjor/,John ( 1903-34), U.S. criminal. He 
~~s a bank robber who made d.:Jring escapes rrom 
Jai l and was named •Public Enemy Number 1• by 
the federal Durl'au of Investigation lflllt. He W3.\ 
l'Ventually berrayecl by I he "lady in red" In an am• 
bmh set up by lhc All. 

din, ------
dlll pick.Jo ►n pkklcd rurumht-r O•vnrrJ will) t11n 
dlll wa-tar ►n. an l'Xlr:ICt dhlflll'd from dlll. lllr<I t (1 
relieve flalllltnce. 

dlf.ly {'ddb/ ~n. (pl. -1111) 111111. In 11ng I inlorm1tt .an"· 
ctllrnt c~ampl«! of a pa11lrul11r IYJI<! nf fl"l'YIII °' 
thing: 11101·, n dflly ,if a lwtirl,fa,t mfp, ~Lne 1911) 
rcnr. (as .1n adjmlve In the Sffl'IC 'dflll(hll\ol't ,~ 
ter:itlnn of thr finl syll,1ble of OEuoHT,111. Of OCO. 
CIOUS, 

d ll-ly-d,l.fy ~ v (•IIH, -lledt llnlr1tns I lnlorma/ w:i_ir, 
rim" through alrnll'n w,1nderlng or ndechlnn. do,i·1 
dmy-dally frtr too l"'1,t. i>rarly t?lh re?nl.· rr dupllQ. 
tfon of DALLY. 

dl-lop~ aur /dl,IAlo'&l}rf (alw dl◄oph-ouu-rut i,,. 
IAlo'aOre,/) ►n one of lhc c.irllr11 of th~ t,rgr 

blprd,,J dlno,.1un, which had two lon,t CTt'111 °" 
the h!'ad nnd occurred In 1hc rnrly Jur:t\lk Pffltld 
• Cenm D{ll)pltosaun11, inf-raord!'r C;tmrnauru, 111~ 

ordrr Thrropoda. t>modern l.11in, from Cruk 
dtJorhm 'rwo-cttsted' • J011ro1 'll1ard.' ~l-lopll.o. 
HU-fHn ltd/. 

dtt-u-ent f'dlly6llent/ tochnlcJ,I ►n ., "''"unrr 11ic<1 ro 
dilute something. 
►adj. acting to came dilution. e>early 1'1Ch rent. (di­
noting :i mrdldne used ro lncrea~e the propt>1110ti 
or w,uer In tht blood): from J.,rln ,rnuntl• 'dloot,,. 
Ing.' from the verb dllutrt. 

d l,lute /dl'l~t; di·/ ► v. lt111n, I (nfirn bo dllutedJ m dkt 
(a liquid) thlnnl'r or we,1ker by adding warrr 1>r •r>­
other solvent to it: 11/tarh ran bt dllultd with mid ,..atn 
■ m.1ke (something) Wt!'.Jker In forcr, conltnt, or 
value by modifying It or adding other <'lrmmruo11 
rht reforms hmtf' bttn dlluttd. ■ n.'duce I hr v;ilue of I~ 
sh,11'1.'holding) by lm1ing more sh;ircs In a comp~ny 
wilhout increasing t.he values of 115 111st'U. 
► 11dj (of a llquldl made thinner o r weaker by hnlng 
had w.ttcr or another solvent added to it. ■ Chorn.1!ty 
(of a aolution) having a reLulvtly low concrnlmion 
of solute; a dllutt sc/ultan of polassfu111 pmnan~nai, 
■ (of color or light) weak or low In concentration: a 
shon mta1urt of dtlult run. t>mid 16th crnr.: from 
IAitin dllut• 'w;ished aw:iy, diuolvN1,' from tht vl'fb 
dtlurrr. --dMut,ar n. 

df.lu-Uon /di'k5as11on; di·/ ►n the action of 1T1.Jklng • 
liquid more dilute. ■ the action of m,1klng SOR!f­
thing weaker In fore!!, content. or value: II, IJ rrrtir­
lng any dUurtan of dogma. ■ a liquid that ha, bttn di­
luted. ■ the degree to which a solution h.11 ~n 
diluted: lht antibody wa.s appl~a Ill a dllullon of l 5o 
■ a n'duction In lhe value of a shan.'holding dut 10 
the brue of addition:11 shan-s In a cornp,iny wilhout 
an increase In assets. -<IMu-tlve /·'l60tiv/ 11dJ fcllitf.'y 
Finance). 

df.lu-vf.al /d1'~6or/ ► ttdj. of or l'l'lating 10 a flood or 
flood,. esp. Lhe bibllc;il Flood. t>mld 17th C'fRL 
from late Lalin dfluvlallJ. from dlluvlu111 'drlug, : 
from dQutrt 'w;uh aW3y.' 

dl-lu-vl-an fdi' l~eon/ ►ad/. anothrr 1rm1 for ~u­
VIAt... 

dim /dim/ ►adj. (dim-mer, dim-meat) 1 (nf II hgh1. 
color, or Illuminated object) not shininit bnghtlyor 
cle;irly: htr fact MU wfttntd l,y rllr dim ligl,1 • fof ;in ol> 
Ject or shape) made difficult to see by darkn~,. 
shade, or distance: 11 dlmjigurtfn tht ,lark l11rhrn ■ tof 
a room or spare) made difficult to sre 10 by ~r\:· 
ness: langdl111 romdor,. • (of the cyl',) nor .1hll' rn ~ 
cll'arly: hu t)'tf b«amt dim. ■ (of II soundt tndnuna 
or muffled: tht dim ,front nf lhtlr ,'fl!m ■ lof 
prospects) not giving causr for hope or opumbm. 
rhtlr pn>Jp«ts for lht fururt fool.rd prtlly dim 2 no1 
clrarly rl'called or formulated in the mind: w haJ 
dim mtmOrlts afrhar llmt I tht mnttrr w,u ,n rht "''" o....t 
dlJlanr past. ■ lnlormal slllpid or ~low to umkn w id 
yoo'l"l'Jun r,umllblytlfm. 
►v. (dimmed, dim-ming) make or become I.•\\ hn)1hl 
(llllns.l n smoky lnftm11 tha1 dfmrnr,l thr sun I l•nlrJl'tl I 1/o.1 
llgl,u dlmmrd and tlit omnlru J)l]ntd. ■ (Ir.Ins J lowu td 

vehicle's he;idlighu ) from high to low l1<•Jm IJ1 ~ I 
(dimmed) tht ror m,nvd slowly, Its hr11,1!,~l111 Jomlllnl 
■ make or become less Intense or fa\'orabl, ft=I 
tht d![Jlrulty In sl«plng rouldn't dlrn h~r h111•1nn, 11 , ,,,. 

trans I !ht romJKiny's pm11~•CB h,iv,· ,llm111t•,I ■ nuke or 
become less able to s~ clearly: I trans I 1,,ur Jllhl n 
dtmmtd I llntfilN.f hlJ t)'N dfmm,'tl. ■ m,1k,· ,,r b,~• 
less clear in the mind: !trans.I his mn d1mm,·,I rhl ,.,,.,. 
uryoflht boo(ng hr'rl rtrrlw,I <•Old Engh,h Jim Junn. 
of Grrmanic origin; related to Gl'rman l11.1k ll ur-1 
mtr. -dlm-ly adv. -<llm,mlsh ad1 -dlm-ness n 

►PHRASE O lako a d im view of r~ard With d11Jp 
prov;iJ. 

d im. ►abbr. ■ dlmen~inn. ■ llun11111end,, ■ l11rnmu 
live. 
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