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digs

—digres-sion [-‘gresan/ n —digresaiva -'gresiv]
ad —dlgressively [-'0sivid] adv —digresaive
ness |.'gresivnis/ n

dlgs » plural n, fnformal living quarters: setiled [nto naw
digs in Los Angeles. *1ate 19th centt short for diggings,
used in the same sense, probably referring to the
land where a farmer digs, L.e,, works and, by exten-
sion, lives.

dl-hedral [d'hédinlf bad) having or contained by two
plane faces: a dhedral angle.

»n an angle formed by two plane faces. m Aoronautics
inclinarion of an aircraft’s wing from the horizon-
1al, esp. upward away from the fuselage. Compare
with ANHEDRAL. ® Climbing a place where two planes
of rock meet at an angle of between 60* and 120°,
tlate 18th cent.: from oi! ‘two' + -hedral (sce
-HEDRON).

di-hy-brid [di*hibrid/ »n Genetics a hybrid that is het-
erozygous for alleles of two different genes: [as adj)
a dihybrid cross.

di-hydrle [di'hidrik/ »adj Chemistry (of an alcohol)
containing two hydroxyl groups. "late 19th cent.:

. from br! ‘two' + HYDROGEN + -iC.

~\ di-hydrodes-tos-ter-one [di,hidrotes'lasta,rdn] »n.

Biochemistry a male sex hormone that is the active

—<J  form of testosterone, formed from testosterone in
bodily tissue. ©1950s: from dihydro- (in the sense
‘containing two hydrogen atoms in the molecule’) +
TESTOSTERONE.

dl-hy-drox-y-ac-e-tone | dihl,draksa'asl,16n] » n. Chem-
istry a synthetic compound with strong reducing
properties, used in lotions for coloring the skin in
sunlight. * Chem. formula: (CH;OH)CO, Plate 19th
cent.: from diiydroxy- (in the sense ‘containing two
hydroxyl groups in the molecule’) + ACETONE.

Dl-jon Jd&'z1bn; dé'zran| an industrial city in eastern
central France, the former capital of Burgundy; pop.

151,640.

Dl-jon mus-ard » 5. a medium-hot mustard, typical-
ly prepared with white wine and originally made in
Dijon, France,

dik-dik ['dik ,dik] »n. a dwarf antelope found on the
dry savanna of Africa, the female of which is larger
than the male. » Genus Madoqua, family Bovidae:
several species. late 19th cent.: a local word in East
Africa, imitative of its call.

dike! fdik/ (also dyke) »n. 1 a long wall or embank-
ment built to prevent flooding from the sea. ® joften
in place names| a low wall or earthwork servingas a
boundary or defense: Offa’s Dike. m a causeway. = Ge-
ology an intrusion of igneous rock cutting across ex-
isting strata. Compare with siL. 2 a ditch or wa-
tercourse.

by [trans ] [often as adj| (diked) provide (land) with a
wall or embanlkanent to prevent flooding. PMiddle
English (denoting a trench or ditch): from Old Norse
dik, related to orre. Sense 1 has been influenced by
Middle Low German dik *dam’ and Middle Dutch dijc
“ditch, dam.’

»PHRASE Oput one's finger in the dike attempt to
stem the advance of something undesirable. [from a
story of a small Dutch boy who saved his communi-
ty fnim a flood by placing his finger in a hole in a
dike,

dike? »n. variant spelling of pvkez,
diktat [dik'tat] »n. an order or decree imposed by

someone in power without popular consent: a dikta!

Jfrom the Bundestag | he can dishand the legislature and
rule by diktat. 1930s: from German, from Latin dic-

tatun ‘something dictated,’ neuter past participle of

dictare.

DIL Electronics » abbr. dual in-line (package). See DIP.

Dian-tin [di'lantin|®n. Medicine trademark for PHENY-
TOIN. 21930s: from pi! ‘two' + -I- + fhydjant(o)in.

dilap-l-date [di'lapl,dat/ »v. [trans)] archaic cause
{something) to fall into disrepair or ruin. Pearly
16th cent. (in the sensc ‘waste, squander’); from

Latin dilapidat- *"demolished, squandered,’ from the

verb dilapidare, literally ‘scatter as if throwing

stones,” from di- ‘apart, abroad'+ lapis, lapid- *stone.’

—dl-lap-l-da-tion [di Japi'dasHan/ n.

di-lap-l-dat-ed [di'lapi datid| » adj. (of a building or ob-
ject) in a state of disrepair or ruin as a result of age
or neglect.

di-lat-a |di'l3tnsé| bn. Chemistry the phenomenon
exhibited by some fluids, sols, and gels in which
they become more viscous or solid under pressure,

dilatation | dile'tasken; ,di-/ Pn. chielly Medicine

the process of becoming dilated. m the ac-
tion of dilating a vessel or opening. wa dilated pan
of a hollow organ or vessel. “late Middle English:

474

via O1d French from late Latin dilatatiofn:), from the
verb dilatare (see piLATE).

dida4atlon and curettage (also didadlon and cu-
rottage) (abbr.: D and C) »n. Medicina a surglcal pro-
cedure Involving dilatation of the cervix and curet-
tage of the uterus, performed after a miscarriage or
for the remaval of cysts or tumors.

di-late ['di,lat; di'lalf »v. 1 make or become wider,
larger, or more open: [intrans | her eyes dilated with hor-
ror | [trans.| the woman dilaled her nostrils 2 [intrana |
(dilate on) speak or write at length on (a subject).
tlate Middle English: from Old French dilater, from
Latin dflatare ‘spread out,’ from di- ‘apant’ + latus
‘wide.' —dHata-ble agj —dHadlon [di'lAston] n,

dida-tor |'di later; di'later] Pn. a thing that dilates
something, in particular: w{also dilator muscle)
Anatomy a muscle whose contraction dilates an
organ or aperture, such as the pupil of the cye. ®a
surgical instrument for dilating a tube or cavity in
the body. ® a vasodilatory drug.

dil-ato-ry ['dilo,16¢8] » ad). slow to act: he had been dila-
tory in appainting a solicitor. ® Intended to cause delay.
they resorted to dilatory procedural tactics, forcing a post-
ponement of peace talks. *late Middle English: from
late Latin dilatorius *delaying,’ from Latin dilator “de-
layer,” from dilat- ‘deferred,’ from the verb differre.
—dilato-rily | die'téreléf adv. —dil-a-to-rl-ness n.

dil-do ['dildd] »n. (pl. -dos) an object shaped like an
erect penis used for sexual stimulation. ® wulgar
slang a stupid or ridiculous person. blate 16th cent.:
of unknown origin.

di-lem-ma [di‘loma/ »n. a situation in which a difficult
choice has to be made between two or more alter-
natives, esp. equally undesirable ones: the people
often face the dilemma of feeding themselves or their cattle.
® nformal a difficult situation or problem: the insolu-
ble dilemma of adolescence, ® Logic an argument forc:
ing an opponent to choose either of two unfavor-
able alternatives. bearly 16th cent. (denoting a form
of argument involving a cholce between equally un-
favorable alternatives): via Latin from Greek dilém-
ma, from di- ‘twice’ + lémma *premise.’

USAGE Dilemma should be reserved for reference
to a predicament in which a difTicult choice must
be made between undesirable alternatives: You see
his dlemma? If he moves to London, he may never see his
parents again. Bul {f he stays In Seattle, he may be giving
;p the best job offer of his life. The weakened use of

ilemma to mean simply "a difficult situation or
problem’ (the dflemma of a teacher shortage) is record-
ed as early as the first part of the 17th century, but
many regard this use as unacceptable and it
should be avoided in written English,

dilet-tante [ dili'tant[ »n (pl -tan-l |-'13nt8] or -tantes)
a person who cultivates an area of interest, such as
the arts, without real commitment or knowledge:
[as adj| a dilettante approach to sclence. ® archaic a per-
son with an amateur interest in the arts, bmid 18th
cent.: from Italian, ‘person loving the arns,” from
dilettare ‘to delight,” from Latin delectare, —dilettan-
tish agj —dilettantism |- tizem/ n.
Di-li ['dilé/ (also DIf, DilI, Dilly) the capital and chief
rt of East Timor, on the northern coast of the Is-
nd: pop. 51,700.

dili-gence! |'dlajens/»n. careful and persistent work
or effort. ®Middle English (in the sense ‘close atten-
tion. caution’): via Old French from Latin diligentia,
from diligent- *assiduous’ (see DILGENT),

dil-l.gence? »n, historical a public stagecoach. Plate
17th cent.: from French, shortened from carrosse de
diligence ‘coach of speed.’

dill-gent ['dilajani| »adj having or showing care and
conscientiousness in one's work or duties: many
caves are located only after a diligent search. See note at
susy. "Middle English: via Old French from Latin
diligens, diligent- “assiduous,’ from diligere ‘love, take
delight in.' —dili-gently adv.

dill [dif »n. an aromatic annual herb of the parsley
family, with fine blue-green leaves and yellow flow-
ers. The leaves and seeds of dill are used for Mavor-
ing and for medicinal purposes. ® Anethum grave-
olens, family Umbelliferae, ®(also dillweed or dill
weed) the fresh or dried leaves of this plant used 1o
favor food. »0ld English dile, dyle; related to Dutch
dille and German Dill; of unknown ultimate origin.

Dillin-ger ['dilinjor/, John {1903-34), US. criminal. He
was a bank robber who made daring escapes from
jail and was named “Public Enemy Number 1" by
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).. He was
eventually betrayed by the “lady in red” in an am-
bush set up by the FBI.

__dim

dlill plekde pn pickled cucumber Navared with din

dill wa-ter »n. an extract distilled from dill, 1ed g,
relleve flatulence.

dilly ['dia] » n. (pi. -lles) [usu, In sing | informat an ey,
cellent example of a particular type of person g
thing: that's a dilly of a breakfast recipe. late 199
cent. (as an adjective In the sense ‘delightful’y 5
teration of the first syllable of oEUGHTFUL o Dr(y
clous.

dilly-dally pv (-lies, -lled| [inteans | informal wasr,
time through aimless wandering or indecisinn: dowy
dilly-dally for too long. bearly 17th cent.: reduplic,.
tion of DALLY.

dioph-o-saur [di [ala’sdt/ (also dl-loph-o-sauruy js.
Iafo's6resf) »n one of the earliest of the |y
bipedal dinosaurs, which had two long cresty gn
the head and occurred in the early Jurassic
« Genus Dilophosaurus, infraorder Camosauna, mh
order Theropoda. Pmodern Latin, from Greek
dilophos ‘two-crested’ + sauros ‘lizard." —dHophs.
saurlan adf

dil-u-ent ['dilyGBent| fechnical »n a substance used 1o
dilute something,.

»ad. acting to cause dilution, “early 18th cent. (da
noting a medicine used to increase the inn
of water In the blood): from Latin diluent- “dissoly.
ing.' from the verb diluere.

dllute [dI'l6BN; di-| Py [trans | (often be diluted) make
{a liquid) thinner or weaker by adding water or ap.
other solvent to it: bleach can be duted with cold watey
wmake (something) weaker in force, content, of
value by modifying it or adding other elementstojy
the reforms have been diluted. ® reduce the value of 1
shareholding) by issuing more shares in a company
without increasing the values of its assets

*adj. (of a liquid) made thinner or weaker by having
had water or another solvent added to it. ® Chemisin,
(of a solution) h:vi:)ﬁr: relatively low concentration
of solute: a dilute on of potassium permanganate
® (of color or light) weak or low in concentration: ¢
short measure of dilute sun. bmid 16th cent.: from
Latin dilut- ‘washed away, dissolved,’ from the very,
diluere, —dHuter n.

di-lution [di'l5dswHan; di-| Pn. the action of making 3
liquid more dilute. ® the action of making some-
thing weaker in force. content. or value: he fs resia.
ing any dilution of dogma. ® a liquid that has been g;
luted. ®mthe degree to which a solution has been
diluted: the antibody was applied at a dilution of 150
= 3 reduction in the value of a shareholding due to
the issue of additional shares in a company withou
an increase in assets. —dHu-tive [-'I66lv] ad) (chiety
Finance).

dl-luvial [di'|6bvésl] » ad). of or relating 1o a flood o
Moods, esp. the biblical Flood. bmid 17th cent.
from late Latin diluvialis, from diluvium ‘deluge.’
from diluere ‘wash away.'

didu-vi-an [di'l&véon/ ®ad]. another term for owu-
VIAL.

dim [dim| »ad]. (dim-mer, dim-mesl) 1 (of a light
color, or illuminated object) not shining brightly or
clearly: her face was softened by the dim light ® (of an ob
Ject or shape) made difficult to see by darkness,
shade, or distance: a dim figure in the dark bitchen wjof
a room or space) made difficult to see in by dark
ness: long dim corridors. ® (of the cyes) not able to see
clearly: his eyes became dim. ® (of a sound) indistina
or muffled;: the dim drone of their voices ®{of
prospects) not giving cause for hope or optimism.
thelr prospects for the future looked pretty dim 2 not
clearly recalled or formulated in the mind. the had
dim memories of that time | the matter was in the dim and
distant past. ® informal stupid or slow 1o understand
you're just incredibly dim.

*v. (dimmed, dim-ming) make or become less brght
Ilmns.[ a smoky inferno that dimmed the sun | [nlrans | the

ights dimmed and the curtains parted. = {trans | lower (1
vehicle's headlights) from high to low beam [as a4 |
(dimmed) the car moved slowdy, its headlights dimmed
= make or become less intense or favorable |trans
the difficulty in sleeping couldn’t dim her happiness | |o
trans | the company's prospects have dimmed ® make or
become less able 1o see clearly: [trans | vour sizht v
dimmed | [intrans.) his eyes dimmed. @ make or become
less clear in the mind: [trans.| his win dimmad the mem
ory of the booing he'd received. Ol English dim dimem
of Germanic origin; related to German dialect nm
mer. —dim-ly adv. —dim-mish ady —dim-ness n

PPHRASE Otake a dim view of regard with disap
proval.

dl]Tl. Fabbr. mdimension. ® diminuendo ® dminu
tive,
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