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6 Adjectives an

vide terms for individual properties of t},,
e to prov! 45 well: physical properties like hardneg,

: ms 1o b : '
fanction of adjectives see 5 O iy

kinds just listed, and usuallzlf ﬁ:: 1;1 dness “nd cruelty
and heaviness, human tende
ent, and so on.
mﬂ;?: general definition, the above
inalanguage (if any) we should call’
some particular lexeme in English 1 Bid
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Central members of the adjectwe categ a]l  Sagn Lnt

the examples are
glven m[ ] where the adJectwes in ik o il e,

ey are happy), postpositive (someone

a basis for deciding which lexical category
ut it does not enable us to decide whethey

For this purpose we need to
tive or not.
is an ﬂdle‘:
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SRR R ”5.1 n %ﬁ; g-g[adabk: 3 d hence accept such degree modifiers as
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ave mﬂecmnal or analytic comparatives
very, t0o, en ough, and h' . happiest, more u useful, most useful).
gally m adverbs as modifiers (remarkably
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Chapter 6 Adjectives and adverbs

pREDICATIVE USE

b. She is late. (“behind SChEdU.IE:")

) b, He is old. ("‘has live“d a long time»)

e e

iii a. a hard worke 0 (s

i:: a. complete nonsense (“absolute”) » ]l; It 'j uite lawful. (“legal”) e
- ;;l I ﬁ zh ir (ﬂlawfuuy dﬂterminEd ) J ! q

Loz e ed”, This school is old cannot mean “Thj;

« i
Thus She is late cannot mean She recently tc’:en Jed”, and s0 on.
s the school I (or someone else) formerly @

ATTRIBUTIVE-ONLY USE ”)
ased

2] Jich
i a. the late queen (“recently 9

‘hutive- nd ordinar
u Potential differences between attributive only a | y
attributive adjectives e
Ordinary attributive adjectives can be used Pmdlcat‘ffellf'mlth v sam}el sens;, 2l
call these ascriptive adjectives since they can occur as complement to the e be in its
utive adjectives characteristically have

ascriptive sense (Ch. 4, §5.5.1). Ascriptive attrib stica
ptive (Ch. 4, 855 for shy in [3], whereas most attributive-only

 the four properties illustrated summarily

adjectives lack one or more of them.
[3] i ENTAILMENT X is a shy N entails X is an N (e.g. Tom is a shy man entails

Tom is a man).
A shy N gives an answer to the question What kind of an N

is X? (e.g. A shy man is an answer to the question What kind
i MoDIFIABILITY  Shy can itself be modified (e.g. @ very shy man,).
iv PrO-FORM  Shycan modify the pro-form one (e.g. Tom is the shy one).
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it also falls within the denotation of the r
attributive-only adjectives also have t I

[4] i Tomisalone pas
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(b) The subset pgo‘f&éf e
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The nominal man denotes

EX2014. p. 4



4.1 ibut;
¢ Mtrthutwe-nnly adjectives

555

abll:d};ﬁ rs by virtue of being gradable, but non-gradable ascri
m

Ptive adjectives
X altl t modifiers of some kind, as in strictly alphabeticq| order or a] wholly
AWy CCCP d so on. Some attributive-only adjectives are gradape or otherwise |

ant number are not. Compare: |

e ___ b. a very hﬁ?‘d worker
. eﬂ o b. *th_e very/upparently ME queen ll
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iﬂl so this property is relevant only in the case of count NPs. With 1

;ﬁm@ﬂnau}r applies with ascriptive adjectives, whereas attributive-only
;“ , mixed results. Compare:
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