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Apple CEO Tim Cook speaks about the new Apple Watch during an event in California, 9
September 2014. Photograph: Justin Sullivan/Getty
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Apple makes move into wearables with
smartwatch and new iPhones
Smartwatch is first big launch since the iPad from a firm
that investors had said was showing a lack of innovation

Charles Arthur in
Cupertino and Samuel
Gibbs
Tue 9 Sep 2014 17.40 EDT
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Apple has unveiled its much awaited smartwatch, the first significant
product launch from the company since the launch of the iPad and the first
that has been fully developed under the leadership of the chief executive
Tim Cook.

The Apple Watch, which will be available from early next year, will combine
health and fitness tracking, including heart rate monitoring, with
communications. It will also be able to store music, provide directions when
the wearer is walking, send messages and allow access to hundreds of third-

party apps, such as Twitter and Facebook.
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iPhone 6 and iPhone 6 Plus.

At the unveiling in Cupertino, California, Cook called it "the most personal
device we've ever created". The launch of the watch, along with two new
iPhone models and a smartphones cashless payment system, comes amid
increasing pressure from investors, worried about a perceived lack of
innovation following the death of Apple's co-founder Steve Jobs.

The new versions of the iPhone have larger screens, in a move to catch up
with the growing demand for larger phones, from Asia particularly. The
iPhone 6 and iPhone 6 Plus come with a 4.7in and 5.5in screen. The watch
screen display is controlled via a crown on the side of the phone, which turns
like a traditional jog dial and adjusts functions on the watch, such as
zooming and time setting. It also has a touch screen.

"We're at a compelling beginning, designing technology to be worn, to be
truly personal," said Jonathan Ive, the British head designer at Apple, as he
introduced the range.

Cook added: "We've been working on it for a long time."

An array of designs and straps were shown on stage, before the audience rose
to give Cook a standing ovation. The device will be available in three
editions: the stainless steel Watch, aluminium Watch Sport, and 18c gold
Apple Watch Edition. All three need a constant wireless connection to an
iPhone to operate and will start at $349 in the US.

The screen is covered by a curved sapphire glass screen touch screen that can
also detect pressure as well as simple touch to differentiate between a tap
and a touch. Several of Apple's apps will be available on the Watch, including
Siri, Messages, Maps and lots of at-a-glance information pulled from
calendars, email and other apps on an iPhone.
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Apple Watch.

The watch feeds the health information into Apple's Health app for the
iPhone and iPad, allowing review and analysis of the data.

Apple Watch also includes a new communication app called digital touch,
which allows users to tap the screen and send a virtual poke to another
wearer, as well as send small drawings and even a heart beat.

The wearable technology market is a growth area for mobile technology as
smartphones reach a 70% saturation point in developed markets including
the US and UK. Rival watch and wearable device makers are keeping a wary
eye on Apple, which up-ended the music industry and drove once dominant
phone makers like Blackberry to the brink of extinction, and whose iPad
helped shrink personal computer sales for a time before they recently
recovered.

"Wearables" have been the subject of intense focus over the past year as
Samsung, LG, and most recently Motorola have launched their own
"smartwatches" using Google's Android system.

But analysts forecast that Apple would rise to dominate the market next
year. "The wearables market has so far lacked a leader to fire up the masses,
and all eyes are on Apple at this point," said eMarketer's senior analyst Cathy
Boyle.

Cook also hailed a new system to drive mobile payments via smartphones
using fingerprint recognition which he said would "create an entirely new
category of service".

The ApplePay system aims to kickstart the so far slow-moving market for
mobile payments, which banks and credit card companies have struggled to
get people to adopt, but could also give Apple growing power in the
payments industry. "ApplePay will forever change the way all of us buy
things," said Cook.
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At this dangerous moment for dissent
I hope you appreciated this article. Before you close this tab, I wanted to
ask if you could support the Guardian at this crucial time for journalism in
the US.
When the military is deployed to quell overwhelmingly peaceful protest,
when elected officials of the opposing party are arrested or handcuffed,
when student activists are jailed and deported, and when a wide range of
civic institutions – non-profits, law firms, universities, news outlets, the
arts, the civil service, scientists – are targeted and penalized by the federal

The new iPhone 6 will feature a mobile wallet NFC payment system.

The ApplePay system, which works with the newly announced iPhone 6 and
6 Plus phones, stores the details for any customer card on the phone securely
in a form that cannot be extracted even if the phone is stolen. Transactions
are authenticated by a fingerprint sensor on the phone, sending a onetime
"token" via the shortrange NFC system to the retailer's terminal to authorise
payments.

Eddy Cue, Apple's head of services, emphasised that customer privacy was
key.

The iPhone is Apple's biggest source of revenue, generating more than 50%
of its total sales in any quarter, and the move to introduce larger screens
years after rivals such as Samsung will shore up its position as competition
intensifies in the smartphone market, where Chinese rivals such as Huawei
and Xiaomi have begun to eat into the sales of established players.

The Flint Center holds a particular resonance for Apple because it was the
location for the launch of the first iMac "marking the rebirth of Apple", said
Cook.

"I usually go through some numbers but today we have so much to go

through I'm going to dispense with that other than to say everything's great,"
Cook said.
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government, it’s hard to avoid the conclusion that our core freedoms are
disappearing before our eyes – and democracy itself is slipping away.
In any country on the cusp of authoritarianism, the role of the press as an
engine of scrutiny, truth and accountability becomes increasingly critical.
At the Guardian, we see it as our job not only to report on the suppression
of dissenting voices, but to make sure those voices are heard.
Not every news organization sees its mission this way – indeed, some have
been pressured by their corporate and billionaire owners to avoid
antagonizing this government. I am thankful the Guardian is different.
Our only financial obligation is to fund independent journalism in
perpetuity: we have no ultrarich owner, no shareholders, no corporate
bosses with the power to overrule or influence our editorial decisions.
Reader support is what guarantees our survival and safeguards our
independence – and every cent we receive is reinvested in our work.
The Guardian’s global perspective helps contextualize and illuminate what
we are experiencing in this country. That doesn’t mean we have a single
viewpoint, but we do have a shared set of values. Humanity, curiosity and
honesty guide us, and our work is rooted in solidarity with ordinary people
and hope for our shared future.
It has never been more urgent, or more perilous, to pursue reporting in

the US that holds power to account and counters the spread of
misinformation – and at the Guardian we make our journalism free and
accessible to all. Can you spare just 37 seconds now to support our work
and protect the free press?
We value whatever you can spare, but a recurring contribution makes the
most impact, enabling greater investment in our most crucial, fearless
journalism. As our thanks to you, we can offer you some great benefits –
including seeing far fewer fundraising messages like this. We’ve made it
very quick to set up, so we hope you’ll consider it. Thank you.
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Betsy Reed
Editor, Guardian US
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