
7/10/25, 2:27 PMToken ring aims for two-factor security around your finger - CNET

Page 1 of 22https://www.cnet.com/reviews/token-ring-preview/

ENDING  7/11 LIVE

TOP PRIME DAY DEALS 01
d"ys

09
hours

32
minutes

17
seconds

Our team  of  experts  have
scoured  Prime  Day  deals  to  bring
you  the  biggest  savings.

Tech  >  Mobile  >  Smartwatches

Token Ring *ims to wr*p security
*round your finger
Jewelry that makes payments, unlocks doors and works as
a password manager.

4  min  read

I'm not sure I  want my entire life on a ring I wear on my finger. But
Token's pitch for the future of wearables is pretty fascinating:
something that acts not as a fitness tracker or notifier, but simply as a
secure ID. Sooner or later, it's an angle that other wearables are bound
to get deeper into, too.
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The Token Ring is the first product made by Token, a company
specializing in biometric security (no relation to the old networking
term). The ring is made of thick metal and plastic, but inside it  has an
optical sensor, a fingerprint sensor, and NFC and Bluetooth along with
a chip with a secure element inside. It  can pay for things. It  can unlock
things. It's basically a wallet and keychain on a ring.

This isn't a unique idea: smartwatches can already unlock computers
using two-factor authentication, and many wearables have contactless
payments. But Token's added fingerprint sensor and NFC accessories
could expand the range of its security and its unlocking ambition. One
ring to...well, you know how the Lord of the Rings quote goes.

Token  in  two  sizes.  The  fingerprint  reader's  on  the  inside.

Scott  Stein/CNET

Two-f&ctor jewelry

Token's unique quality is its fingerprint sensor on the underside. Take it
o[, and it  requires a swipe before it  activates again. A rainbow-colored
LED pulse shows it  recognizes the ID, but a red flash means it  was
rejected. The $249 ring (roughly £195 or AU$330) comes with a
brushed stainless steel finish, but also comes in black rhodium and 14k
rose gold ($299 -- £235 or AU$390) finishes.

Token uses gestures as well  as near-field. It  can do contactless
payments, but it  can also unlock computers via password: Knock on a
table and the ring sends its code to a nearby computer.

How will  all  this work and be safe? Token is already working with
Microsoft to support the ring with Windows 10 , as well  as Visa and
Mastercard for contactless payments.

Using something like Token could remove the need for entering
passwords and Token's taking that seriously: The company's working
with FIDO Alliance partner companies (a non-profit focusing on

Petitioner Samsung Ex-1231, 0002

https://www.tokenring.com/
https://www.tokenring.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Token_ring
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Token_ring
https://www.cnet.com/tags/nfc/
https://www.cnet.com/tags/nfc/
https://www.cnet.com/tags/bluetooth/
https://www.cnet.com/tags/bluetooth/
https://www.cnet.com/
https://www.cnet.com/
https://fidoalliance.org/about/overview/
https://fidoalliance.org/about/overview/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjss5dSm2rZTMJ3DiyRSkl0fu5gjsNI2bfQtbFOoA5_AbGnpZYSOjdisI7LmK8hu7WPvBt6wXzMM5Npyy2MEfhrTvG9N5mKemth8nrGF7UxILOeUC5KCJ8XHQvGtHkR71m8-SioWzeLfQfuBPN1uvKsY7xBcWZCA8CeacVoZD5klirfL_sAEwHLu-13za3kSNsIALR-JXY9rHqCKKhZ8c4hm6GXTFs8g4dPT_ScI3I7KyeknZaScdcQTk1RalldfaW-wHSnJce_sSXuxJgD1Cg81hkbtZtBaQ-PhdpWiyFO64QmpYRJsjpXlsOD-EqMCtLWBoFn4-84BBYaAh4lYC7y-VlndS9DfbfZsilllMl1NpJ4Y0l-82nnjR-d7XDnOlHffF&sai=AMfl-YQ9jYCNd-sSSI-0cr2f_Mz0GiJvIvAU8LSmThW_F4hJ-mAuwNVtrL2GdbQ8PzdPyyW7ktTcQE7hro9U&sig=Cg0ArKJSzA4MLiRUS__P&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjsvexVBFg0_21B0QzrrZyQCkX399tG4TGM-NIEVij9RO9UaRHbro0zK1jfi8KHPvFdzc7qRDBUBH2eagPojL4UkzS6eQa4WtKzNttTpJSxEjLuULjPt3biRz_Yf-xpyH2rsujOJkN83TzpTYeaGgLMAusZOYoIk9ZZLFJv046tOWQk2bPJtzRRQlW_3_qabzmQq8EeXxWUO3DxzJ9Mx_3-jwhGj8dr1x0oCIrrICSfuFgn3HJUzHNfBvX5r2AhYPa3EDQYPYJ3FF1sJM3no_EW7vA-v5EoTnbMbeCy_VQPirUzCyuikVJBiK87bvWBbM3f1_RoTNGmINWpXj9fbe_1W-vjenlkbtEcH8yHT2OVgeyQqoCwkHxT43ks8JUh5yc7QaC6DP7AP2mwsU-FNHpt4zKL5WWK6qNFr_nYbh8HPlzDkEmA%26sai%3DAMfl-YRpu3rcNleUvorEBUDmOWTKiFV3YA9VSb_Dryd_khvaxv2EBWxCd-SdEMvURGJ3WtyAPeAlh1q7QlWsVYbB7gdLzsxR_a6dHqe_uztwwwSgGy5lA7aR7vcxKmsPI4Od9hKfiJIuSsdP3Me7uGPsDUt0PlgbVgW4O1hjZb_yuZZMrhl9EmQwINouWWIsqQVWpXriiZRxsCTsqPhoewY0CjsbZ3oA813eabmBomC2Sww%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzLhEJGDGez9UEAE%26fbs_aeid%3D%255Bgw_fbsaeid%255D%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttps://www.bestbuy.com/site/promo/copilotpcs-intel%2526ref%253D306%2526loc%253D3759877436
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjss5dSm2rZTMJ3DiyRSkl0fu5gjsNI2bfQtbFOoA5_AbGnpZYSOjdisI7LmK8hu7WPvBt6wXzMM5Npyy2MEfhrTvG9N5mKemth8nrGF7UxILOeUC5KCJ8XHQvGtHkR71m8-SioWzeLfQfuBPN1uvKsY7xBcWZCA8CeacVoZD5klirfL_sAEwHLu-13za3kSNsIALR-JXY9rHqCKKhZ8c4hm6GXTFs8g4dPT_ScI3I7KyeknZaScdcQTk1RalldfaW-wHSnJce_sSXuxJgD1Cg81hkbtZtBaQ-PhdpWiyFO64QmpYRJsjpXlsOD-EqMCtLWBoFn4-84BBYaAh4lYC7y-VlndS9DfbfZsilllMl1NpJ4Y0l-82nnjR-d7XDnOlHffF&sai=AMfl-YQ9jYCNd-sSSI-0cr2f_Mz0GiJvIvAU8LSmThW_F4hJ-mAuwNVtrL2GdbQ8PzdPyyW7ktTcQE7hro9U&sig=Cg0ArKJSzA4MLiRUS__P&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjsvexVBFg0_21B0QzrrZyQCkX399tG4TGM-NIEVij9RO9UaRHbro0zK1jfi8KHPvFdzc7qRDBUBH2eagPojL4UkzS6eQa4WtKzNttTpJSxEjLuULjPt3biRz_Yf-xpyH2rsujOJkN83TzpTYeaGgLMAusZOYoIk9ZZLFJv046tOWQk2bPJtzRRQlW_3_qabzmQq8EeXxWUO3DxzJ9Mx_3-jwhGj8dr1x0oCIrrICSfuFgn3HJUzHNfBvX5r2AhYPa3EDQYPYJ3FF1sJM3no_EW7vA-v5EoTnbMbeCy_VQPirUzCyuikVJBiK87bvWBbM3f1_RoTNGmINWpXj9fbe_1W-vjenlkbtEcH8yHT2OVgeyQqoCwkHxT43ks8JUh5yc7QaC6DP7AP2mwsU-FNHpt4zKL5WWK6qNFr_nYbh8HPlzDkEmA%26sai%3DAMfl-YRpu3rcNleUvorEBUDmOWTKiFV3YA9VSb_Dryd_khvaxv2EBWxCd-SdEMvURGJ3WtyAPeAlh1q7QlWsVYbB7gdLzsxR_a6dHqe_uztwwwSgGy5lA7aR7vcxKmsPI4Od9hKfiJIuSsdP3Me7uGPsDUt0PlgbVgW4O1hjZb_yuZZMrhl9EmQwINouWWIsqQVWpXriiZRxsCTsqPhoewY0CjsbZ3oA813eabmBomC2Sww%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzLhEJGDGez9UEAE%26fbs_aeid%3D%255Bgw_fbsaeid%255D%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttps://www.bestbuy.com/site/promo/copilotpcs-intel%2526ref%253D306%2526loc%253D3759877436


7/10/25, 2:27 PMToken ring aims for two-factor security around your finger - CNET

Page 3 of 22https://www.cnet.com/reviews/token-ring-preview/

with FIDO Alliance partner companies (a non-profit focusing on
interoperability between apps and device) to add support, and the ring
is aiming to work with the World Wide Web Consortium's API for
strong cryptography in web browsers.

Using  Token  Ring  with  the  NFC-equipped  Token  Lock.

Scott  Stein/CNET

It unlocks your o4ce, your c&r... your door

With a separately-sold car plug, Token says its ring can be
programmed to work with any car with a smart button: It'll  work with
car doors now, and eventually the Start button down the road.

It could also work as a door-unlocking key in a home, provided that
lock is made by Token for now. I  saw it in a set demo and it  made the
deadbolt unlock, but as a representative of Token admitted, smart
locks are a "weird ass" space. Not many of them use NFC at the
moment, opting for Bluetooth instead. And iOS 11, for example, doesn't
do NFC door unlocking directly from the phone lock screen -- it'll  only
work in-app. But Token's aim is to make door unlocking more
immediate and nearer range.

Token says its ring can used as an HID proximity card, provided your
ojce allowed it  to be programmed as an ojce ID alternative.
According to Token, the ring's two-factor authentication is more secure
than a standard proximity card. Maybe biometric jewelry could be like
the BYO device movement in ojce smartphones . Maybe not.
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Scanning  a  fingerprint  on  a  prototype  Token  Ring  before  wearing.

Scott  Stein/CNET

How long until &ll we&r&bles st&rt doing this?

Either way, Token Ring raises an interesting proposition: Eventually,
wearables are bound to start being wallets, keys and even wearable
passcode keychains. It's one step below getting a wearable implant.
How secure this ends up being, and how easy to use, remains to be
seen. It's an idea that Token is diving into ahead of the pack, but others
are bound to follow.

It could be an amazing idea, if it  all  works. Or, terrifying, if you worry
about the idea of one device being your entire secure identity. I'm
looking forward to trying it  when it  arrives in December, but I'm also

skeptical about all  the pieces coming together.

Key specs

Battery life: two weeks (inductive charging cradle)•

50 meter water resistance•

Fingerprint sensor•

EALm+ secure element on ring•

Bluetooth, NFC•

Optical sensor registers if owner is wearing it  or not•

Works with iOS, Android, Windows, MacOS•
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Sizes US 6p12•

9 mm wide, 2.5 mm thick•

$349 for Token and Token Lock (roughly £275 or AU$460)•

$349 for Token and Token Car Plug adapter (roughly £275 or
AU$460)

•

$399 for Token, Token Lock, and Car Plug (roughly £315 or AU$530)•
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Deals

A Lot of Prime D*y De*ls Are Overhyped
but These 75+ De*ls Under $25 Are Worth
Buying Right Now
CNET's experts have combed through hundreds of deals to bring you the best
ones under $25 in every category.
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We're on the third day of Amazon's massive Prime Day sale. The price cuts are as big as the
sale event, with discounts across a variety of categories including big ones like TVs,
mattresses and appliances, and smaller ones like everyday essentials and health and wellness
goods. And get this: You don't have to shell  out big bucks for a great deal.

There are plenty of excellent deals, even record low prices, live right now that won't require you
to spend more than $25. We've rounded up the best of these budget finds, including smart
home gadgets, health and wellness and home essentials.

This story is part of Am$zon Prime D$y, CNET's guide to everything you need to know
and how to find the best deals.

With the impending tari[-related price hikes, now is a great time to get some essentials before
the prices go up. These budget deals are an excellent way to save some cash on everyday
essentials. CNET's shopping experts have curated these deals and, below, you'll  find something
to fit your needs. We're also working to update this article throughout the sale as o[ers expire
and new ones become available so make sure to check back regularly.

We're also monitoring competing sales at Best Buy and Walmart. If you have a little more room
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