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Pentagon Cancels $96M Biometric Ring
Contract Amid Privacy Concerns
March 7, 2025

[Editor’s Note (April 10, 2025):[Editor’s Note (April 10, 2025):[Editor’s Note (April 10, 2025):[Editor’s Note (April 10, 2025): This article has been updated to re2ect the Defense Health Agency’s
o:cial explanation for the contract cancellation, which cited reprioritization rather than privacy or security
concerns. An earlier version inaccurately referenced criticism from privacy advocates and a planned
reevaluation of monitoring technologies.]

The U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) has abruptly canceled a $96 million contract for wearable biometric
technology due to reprioritization. The contract, awarded to Oura Health in September 2024, was intended
to provide 200,000 smart rings to military personnel for health monitoring and early disease detection.

The Defense Health Agency (DHA) announced the termination of the contract on March 6, 2025, explaining
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that the acquisition was no longer required.

The smart rings were designed to track various physiological
metrics, including heart rate, body temperature, and sleep
patterns, with the goal of identifying early signs of illness,
including infectious diseases. Oura’s recent technological
developments had expanded its health tracking capabilities
beyond basic metrics, making them an attractive choice for
military applications.

The cancellation comes at a notable time for Oura Health, which had recently reached a $5 billion valuation
and was actively expanding its enterprise health monitoring capabilities through strategic acquisitions.

Source: Defense Scoop, Breaking Defense

—
March 7, 2025 – by the ID Tech Editorial Team

Related News

Filed Under: Features, News
Tagged With: biometric technology, Defense Health Agency, Department of Defense, Digital Privacy, health monitoring,
military surveillance, Oura Health, wearable devices

DoD Awards $96M
Contract to Oura

US Army Seeks
Next-Gen
Healthcare Tech

Apple’s Radar
Patent Signals
New Frontier in
Contactless
Biometrics and
Health Monitoring

SwingHub
Implements Facial
Recognition
System to Block
Registered
Offenders, Reports
Early Success

Thai Project
Collects Biometric
Data of Myanmar
Exiles

Searching for
Faces in Big
Databases –
Identity News
Digest

Petitioner Samsung Ex-1297, 0002

https://breakingdefense.com/2025/03/this-acquisition-is-no-longer-required-defense-health-agency-cancels-96m-wearable-solicitation/
https://idtechwire.com/oura-adds-more-health-tracking-features-for-women/
https://idtechwire.com/oura-reaches-5b-valuation-amid-strategic-expansion-and-technological-growth/
https://defensescoop.com/2023/11/22/watchdog-review-compels-dod-to-refresh-its-biometrics-policy/
https://breakingdefense.com/2025/03/this-acquisition-is-no-longer-required-defense-health-agency-cancels-96m-wearable-solicitation/
https://idtechwire.com/features/
https://idtechwire.com/news/
https://idtechwire.com/topics/biometric-technology/
https://idtechwire.com/topics/defense-health-agency/
https://idtechwire.com/topics/department-of-defense/
https://idtechwire.com/topics/digital-privacy/
https://idtechwire.com/topics/health-monitoring/
https://idtechwire.com/topics/military-surveillance/
https://idtechwire.com/topics/oura-health/
https://idtechwire.com/topics/wearable-devices/
https://idtalk.transistor.fm/
https://idtechwire.com/dod-awards-96m-contract-to-oura/
https://idtechwire.com/dod-awards-96m-contract-to-oura/
https://idtechwire.com/us-army-seeks-next-gen-healthcare-tech/
https://idtechwire.com/us-army-seeks-next-gen-healthcare-tech/
https://idtechwire.com/apples-radar-patent-signals-new-frontier-in-contactless-biometrics-and-health-monitoring/
https://idtechwire.com/apples-radar-patent-signals-new-frontier-in-contactless-biometrics-and-health-monitoring/
https://idtechwire.com/swinghub-implements-facial-recognition-system-to-block-registered-offenders-reports-early-success/
https://idtechwire.com/swinghub-implements-facial-recognition-system-to-block-registered-offenders-reports-early-success/
https://idtechwire.com/thai-project-collects-biometric-data-of-myanmar-exiles/
https://idtechwire.com/thai-project-collects-biometric-data-of-myanmar-exiles/
https://idtechwire.com/searching-for-faces-in-big-databases-identity-news-digest/
https://idtechwire.com/searching-for-faces-in-big-databases-identity-news-digest/



