24

LIFESTYLE ||

™Weekly Jounal s wednesday, octaber 30, 2015

sk surfboard

Higk Leasen I3 the CED and Mr
Tathar Michasl Liason.

Life. & jnint wenture with his

The eFoil can reach speeds
up Lo 25 miles per hour
and lels the rider cruise
smoolhly above Lhe waler

cravhis e

o () et

&kin 1909, the renie Back
o the Future IF endasioned
& wark] ware peaple woudd
Naat abowe the gravnd s
trarel owver the water ina
wheelhss skatebosrd, AL e
time, that place seemed ta
oniy exdst in the Imagination or the celiod.

Fast-fanward three decaded. In the
sechuded sector of Bajuras in isabela, on the
narhwestern ragion of the sled, stands &
srnall factory that pianeered the Lechnology of
the dectric surfooard, 2 state of the art device
with & Tuturistic vise that seems Lo elTortbessly
lirsdtate aver the valer,

"It's & magc

carped, s the
haereerboard,”
said Mick

= THATCAN LY

firw burrsed drmm the Tadory in the
midst of the eFol's prototyoe testing
process, but Leascers dreams didn’t
burn e askes, Far from discouraging
the young entrepreneur, the sethack
halped bim refarus the business, Fram
el peird an, e fectory shilted ks
attention and dewoied |is resources
terward the develapment of the new
pad g, which wioudd revalulicrize the
future of wiater sports.

U 1 it meament, Leason recalled,
foding or foll surfirg was relathvely
urikrsary Surfers like Lard Hamikon
wern baginning Lo embrace hydrafcls
a lang fim or mast with wings- ard
discanering its po 1o Cruise in
ol typees of water redefirirg the
concept of a rideable wave.

Bul things were aboul 1a chargs, In
20 7, Lift imtroduced to the world the
first commercially availabde electric:
proswired hydrafil surfoard alter
besting the device in the turqucise
wealerd af Crashboal basch in
Aguacdila svd e Guijalsca Lake in
Quebradilas.

“The irroentian of
the eFoll, to make it
electrically propelied

Leson, CEQard Tt hag technology from the 0 put itout of

cofounder of

e warves, that s

taak place Fere in

our backyard, " the
3d-year-old engineer

Lif, & mghight  Tesla vehicle inside. an imvention that
he gliding and ] .

unarthodou N_"'k Lessun. CHGHond

characteristics cofounder of Lift

of his wave

riding machine.

Thre camguey, B joirt vergure with fis father
Michiagl, began marufacturing fustom made
surboards, paddleboards and Fydralsils
T kitesurfing & dechde o in this Lo of
40,268 inhabitares. It is a family business -that
arrpbays 20 warkers- irspited by a father s
son's shared passion for the ocean and the
sport of riding waves in their backyard at ‘illa
Mantafs, b secluded seiside resort near Jabos
beach.

Six years into the verure, an elecirical

taild THE WEEKLY
JOURNAL. It has
techncicgy Trom the Tesls vehicde
Insice,” he added with price.

How Does It work? Leason combomned
@ high-perfarmance basrd with a silent
electric mator that's mounted on an
allcarberiber hydralcl snd warks
with an sdvarced hium-ian battery,

t doesrit stop there. A wireless
refcte throttle that Teels ke & joystick
controds the sleek electric surfbcard
that comes in three colors: white, blue
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and black. & rider can travel for over
an hour at 3 speed that rarges from
51 25 mgh,

Besides offering waydarer the thrill
ol Mying ower ks wirler, the foil i an
emigion ard pollutant-free watencrall
'F.Idlng tne eFodl ewokes a comipketety
e Toeli dicated Leason of
the Sense of Feedom and scoeniure
that comes from cutting waves.

The rrajority of the eFoils
components are marafacured
In China, includirg all compasite
comporwnts ard the hard contraller,
bus the battery = bult in San
Francscn, just one datsl: e aroll
ararunad Puerts Rican walers in an
eFoll you need a permit and a license
issused kry the Depanmen of Matural
and Envircaimaental Resources.

'E'acrjtnlng &5 being assembbed
here in Puerle R where we can
maoaniter the quality, but that could
charige after we Build the brand,
rrake & dlronger. We could aksa
B0 back to marufaciuring those

Comporienils Fiene from riw materials

as we did In the beginning,” sakd
Leason.

A3 part of the expansion plan,
Uift submitted a proposal to acquire
B SpACE in & EEernmenl-cwned

dusstrinl park in neprkny Agasdila,

"Wie started shipping the product
in Apeil of 2018 snd since then we
have ol 1,600 units, wi
ks pretty good because they are

$12.000," Leason indicated with & grin

on his face. "1t Is ore of the world's
most expensive surfboards. At first,
everybody wioldd iy vau are orary
tha’s rever gonna work™,

e

He prowed them wrong. The
busiress s growing and nest pear's
Eoal is 1o double the number of units
sold, which ship mairdy to the United
Trates Lift alis sl \wnfmg Toils that
range fram $2.500 1 $2.700

5o, how does an American man
end up designng and developing
Tancy sufboards in a quisl carner in
Puerto Rico?

1 wiaes oy in Hata Rey, My
parents are Amencans. They came
here in the early 705 when they were
21- yuari-akd® ated Lo
"My grandfather, Hapden Leasaon,
had corme down in the s and
Started twa Tactaries in Maunabo
for autamokide and medical
marufacuring, those were offer
Tax Incentves back in the days.

For some: teme, Leason and his
Tarrily lived at Palmas del Marin
Humacao. They evertually mewed to
the Lirited States far & few pears,
belore finally sentling back m Puene
Rico. He attended high school at
T hi's Scheel in Condade,
where he fell in love with piysics and
studied engineering at the Unhversity
al Lirsh in Sal Lake City, His brother
and sister also e on the iskand,

A sell-prodaimed man
absesied with waler spans and
folls, Leascn was a chamip in the
windsurfing recing scere

Sty Tamily stayed here because
of the lifestyle. My mom
harsell 16 be Puernts B & i
not assodate herse¥ with Amer|
culture arytmore,” Leason sakd.
“Thare & no place e home [Pusra

Launched in 2008, the eFoll & an electnic surfhosrd that flosts cyer the water.

W invented i here, in the hnlyan! said Mick Leason of the process of designing
the eFoll in Isabels, »( ]
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