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(57) ABSTRACT

Drink bottles, or drink containers with cap assemblies that
include a drink spout. In some embodiments, the drink spout
is pivotally coupled to a base of the cap assembly. In some
embodiments, the drink spouts include mouthpieces, includ-
ing self-sealing and/or bite-actuated mouthpieces. In some
embodiments, the cap assembly includes a handle, which
may include at least one guard for the drink spout and/or
mouthpiece. In some embodiments, the drink containers
include a manual on/off valve. In some embodiments, the
dispensing spout includes a mount for the mouthpiece and/or
cooperates with the cap to provide a manual on/off valve to
selectively restrict flow of drink fluid from the drink con-
tainer regardless of the drink spout’s and/or mouthpiece’s
configuration. In some embodiments, the drink containers
include a drink tube extending from external of the drink
containers and/or an air return system.
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EX PARTE
REEXAMINATION CERTIFICATE

THE PATENT IS HEREBY AMENDED AS
INDICATED BELOW.

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appeared in the
patent, but has been deleted and is no longer a part of the
patent; matter printed in italics indicates additions made
to the patent.

AS A RESULT OF REEXAMINATION, IT HAS BEEN
DETERMINED THAT:

Claim 1 is determined to be patentable as amended.

Claims 3-8, 13, 14, 18 and 19, dependent on an amended
claim, are determined to be patentable.

New claims 20-23 are added and determined to be
patentable.

Claims 2, 9-12 and 15-17 were not reexamined.

1. A drink container, comprising:

a fluid container having a neck with an opening and
having an internal compartment sized to hold a volume
of potable drink fluid;

a cap assembly removably coupled to the fluid container
to cover the opening, wherein the cap assembly defines
a fluid conduit for drink fluid to flow from the fluid
container and through the cap assembly to a user,
wherein the fluid conduit includes an inlet through
which drink fluid from the fluid container may enter the
fluid conduit, and a dispensing outlet through which
drink fluid in the fluid conduit may be dispensed from
the cap assembly to a user, and further wherein the cap
assembly comprises:

a cap assembly base removably coupled to the neck of
the fluid container, wherein the cap assembly base is
configured to be selectively and repeatedly
decoupled from and re-coupled to the neck of the
fluid container;

a pivotal mount coupled to the cap assembly base for
pivotal movement relative to the cap assembly base,
the pivotal mount comprising a mount outlet,
wherein the pivotal mount includes a pair of lateral
projections, wherein the cap assembly base defines a
pair of sockets into which the pair of lateral projec-
tions extend;

a resilient mouthpiece engaged with the mount outlet
and removably coupled to the pivotal mount for
pivotal movement with the pivotal mount relative to
the cap assembly base, wherein the resilient mouth-
piece is pivotal about an axis defined by the pair of
lateral projections as the pair of lateral projections
rotate within the pair of sockets;

wherein the resilient mouthpiece defines a portion of
the fluid conduit, including the dispensing outlet;

wherein the resilient mouthpiece and the pivotal mount
are configured to be selectively pivoted between a
stowed position and a dispensing position, and fur-
ther in the dispensing position, the dispensing outlet
is positioned further away from the cap assembly
base than when the resilient mouthpiece and the
pivotal mount are in the stowed position;

wherein the resilient mouthpiece is adapted to resil-
iently compress responsive to compressive forces
applied to the resilient mouthpiece by a user’s teeth;
and
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a manual on/off valve having a closed configuration, in
which the manual on/off valve obstructs the fluid
conduit to restrict drink fluid from flowing between
the inlet and the dispensing outlet, and an open
configuration, in which the manual on/off valve
permits drink fluid to flow through the fluid conduit
from the inlet to the dispensing outlet; wherein the
manual on/off valve includes a flexible tube that
defines a portion of the fluid conduit;

wherein when the manual on/off valve is in the closed
configuration, the tube is crimped to obstruct the
flow of drink fluid through the fluid conduit; and

wherein when the manual on/off valve is in the open
configuration, the tube is not crimped and does not
obstruct the flow of drink fluid through the fluid
conduit.

20. A drink container, comprising:
a fluid container having a neck with an opening and

having an internal compartment sized to hold a volume
of potable drink fluid;

cap assembly removably coupled to the fluid container
to cover the opening, wherein the cap assembly defines
a fluid conduit for drink fluid to flow from the fluid
container and through the cap assembly to a user,
wherein the fluid conduit includes an inlet through
which drink fluid from the fluid container may enter the
fuid conduit, and a dispensing outlet through which
drink fluid in the fluid conduit may be dispensed from
the cap assembly to a user, and further wherein the cap
assembly comprises:

a cap assembly base removably coupled to the neck of the

fluid container, wherein the cap assembly base is con-
figured to be selectively and repeatedly decoupled from
and re-coupled to the neck of the fluid container;

a pivotal mount coupled to the cap assembly base for

pivotal movement relative to the cap assembly base, the
pivotal mount comprising a mount outlet, wherein the
pivotal mount includes a pair of lateral projections,
wherein the cap assembly base defines a pair of sockets
into which the pair of lateral projections extend;

a resilient mouthpiece engaged with the mount outlet and

removably coupled to the pivotal mount for pivotal
movement with the pivotal mount relative to the cap
assembly base, wherein the resilient mouthpiece is
pivotal about an axis defined by the pair of lateral
projections as the pair of lateral projections rotate
within the pair of sockets;
wherein the resilient mouthpiece defines a portion of
the fluid conduit, including the dispensing outlet;
wherein the resilient mouthpiece and the pivotal mount
are configured to be selectively pivoted between a
stowed position and a dispensing position, and fur-
ther in the dispensing position, the dispensing outlet
is positioned further away from the cap assembly
base than when the rvesilient mouthpiece and the
pivotal mount are in the stowed position;
wherein the resilient mouthpiece is adapted to resil-
iently compress responsive to compressive forces
applied to the resilient mouthpiece by a user’s teeth;
dust cover configured to at least partially cover the
dispensing outlet when the mouthpiece and pivotal
mount are in the stowed position, wherein the dust
cover remains stationary when the mouthpiece and the
pivotal mount are selectively pivoted between the
stowed position and the dispensing position; and
manual on/off valve having a closed configuration, in
which the manual on/off valve obstructs the fluid con-
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duit to restrict drink fluid from flowing between the inlet
and the dispensing outlet, and an open configuration, in
which the manual on/off valve permits drink fluid to
flow through the fluid conduit from the inlet to the
dispensing outlet; wherein the manual on/off valve
includes a flexible tube that defines a portion of the fluid
conduit;

wherein when the manual on/off valve is in the closed

configuration, the tube is crimped to obstruct the flow
of drink fluid through the fluid conduit; and

wherein when the manual on/off valve is in the open

configuration, the tube is not crimped and does not
obstruct the flow of drink fluid through the fluid con-
duit.

21. The drink container of claim 20, wherein the cap
assembly base further comprises a handle that extends from
the cap assembly base, and further whevein the handle is
secured to the cap assembly base in a position that obstructs
removal of the pair of lateral projections from the pair of
sockets.

22. The drink container of claim 20, wherein when the
resilient mouthpiece is pivoted from the stowed position to
the dispensing position, the resilient mouthpiece pivots away
from the dust cover.

23. The drink container of claim 20, wherein the vesilient
mouthpiece includes projections that extend generally trans-
verse to the portion of the fluid conduit that extends through
the resilient mouthpiece, and further wherein the projections
engage an end region of the pivotal mount.
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