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P bt “":i-;\'sia distinguished by visipie
i erica an ,dl
in b%t:l /l\;?tls on the head which can dgteclzt g.rsy lgﬁre
151:27: [b}l,umerous genera and species, including

ir:;ttlzn?;e;i]ties) 1 a feeling of sorrow and compassion

aused by the sufferings of others. 2 a cause for regret
C

or disappointment: what a pity- » V. (pities, pitying,

iti el pity for.
- s;::le:ls)sgefos pity’s sake informal used to express

impatience or make an urgent appeal. more’s the pity
informal used to express rjg;?;ingly by >
itying adj. " .

: gilllé;,r\}l\ 1lﬂ\il\lliﬁzr';lr;yOFgr pjite ‘compassion’, from L. pietas
‘piety’. A .
itvriasi [ti'ra1as1s/ P n. Medicine a skin disease

plc%l;:lactse::iéfd by the shedding of fine flaky scales.

— ORIGIN C17: mod. L., from Gk pzturlaszs.scurt‘ -

pit mosso /pjus 'mpsavu/ > adv. & adj. Music more quickly.

— ORIGIN from Ital. ]

pivot »n. 1 the central point, pin, or shaft on Whl'Ch
2 mechanism turns or oscillates. 2 a person or thmg
playing a central part in an activity or organization.
= (also pivotman) chiefly N. Amer. a player ina cgr.ltral
position in a team sport. 3 the person or position from
which a body of troops takes its reference point when
moving or changing course. b v. (pivots, pivoting,
pivoted) 1 turn on or as if on a pivot. = provide with or
fix on a pivot. 2 (pivot on) depend on.

— DERIVATIVES pivotable ad.

— ORIGIN ME: from Fr., prob. from dial. pue ‘tooth of a
comb’ and Sp. pu(y)a ‘point’.

pivotal » adj. 1 fixed on or as if on a pivot. 2 of crucial or
central importance.

pixel /piks(3)l, -sel/ » n. Electronics a minute area of
illumination on a display screen, one of many from
which an image is composed.

— ORIGIN 1960s: abbrev. of picture element.

pixelate /piksolert/ (also pixellate or pixilate)

»v. divide (an image) into pixels, typically for display or
storage in a digital format. sdisplay (a person’s image)
as a small number of large pixels, typically in order to
disguise their identity.

— DERIVATIVES pixelation n.

Pixie (also pixy) » n. (pl. pixies) a supernatural being in
folklore, typically portrayed as small and human-like in
form, with pointed ears and a pointed hat.

— DERIVATIVES pixieish adj.

~ ORIGIN C17: of unknown origin.

pixilated (also pixillated) b adj. bewildered: confused
=informal, dated drunk. f :

~ DERIVATIVES pixilationn,

g'l({)i'ﬁl:xilg: vzg. of pixie-led, lit. ‘led astray by pixies’, or

i KIE, On the pattern of words such as elated.

Plczola ['piztsa, 'pitsa/ »n. a dish of Italian origin,

i o A e SN ke

B S g, lit."pie: eese, and other ingredients.
Plizzazz (also pizazz or pzazz) p n.

combination of vitality and style.

~ ORIGIN said to have been coj :
: n
fashion editor of ed by Diana Vreeland,

Harper’s Bazaar in the 1930S.

Pizzeria /pi:tso'rizs, 'mit
Pi:tsa'Tizs, 'pitsa-/ p . i
made, sold, or ealten.p ! Mty

- -OR!GIN from Ita],
Pizzicato / pitsi'ka:tay
strlflgs of a violin or
one’s ‘ﬁnger.} n. (pl.

informal an attractive

/ Music b adv, & adj. plucking the

other stringed instrument with
Plzzicatos or nivzicasi / +iN +hic

IPort of London )
placable /plak-
placated., /elaky QQ !
~ DERIVATIVES plac
lacard 29
P /'Plakad/ p
posted on a wall o ,
» v. /also pla'ka:d/ to";w :
™ QIRIGIN C15 (denoting ..
placquart, from plggy;..,
placate /pla_-kem'fplqu‘?’f
appease. :
— DERIVATIVES
placatory adj.
~ ORIGIN C17 (earlier (Cy6;
placare ‘appease’,
place »n.1 aparticular 0s
location. minformal a person
reached by a reader at 5.
space available or desj
or available position: é?
or proper position of
3 a position in a seq
rank or status. a specific
place to ask. =Brit. any of the
four positions in a race. s\
especially in a horse race. 4
a series indicated in dec
ratios to one decimal p
or short street. »v. 1 pu
2 find an appropriate
the implementation of (ar
obtain a connection for (a
(something, especially sha
award a specified position
= (be placed) Brit. achieve
= be among the first three
three in the US).4 re
of: she eventually said s
American Football score (a 8
— PHRASES give place
go places informal 1 trav b gf;(lier st
in one’s place in ones: / WOr(r;llN
position or status. in plac Placog.
work; established. 2 N-ATE! Da
any distance. in pla

Placating

in stolen
placer? »
in the be
valuable
—~ ORIGIN (
placet /p
or unive:
— ORIGIN |
placid » :
nature.
- DERIVA1
— ORIGIN !
placere ©
Placing |
placed. 5
arace oy
large qy
placket
fastenip

another’s place C
point of view. put sO
humiliate someone I
take place occur- tak |
or recognized Pom {100
— DERIVATIVES |
— ORIGIN ME: {T0f

space’, from :
placebo /pk

or regime PI
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