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<~hay) 4: PAY, CONTRIBU
over $5000)-fork-er

ork-ball fork- bol\ n (1936

used

ork-ball \fork- bol n (1936) asebaaseba

gripped between the forked index and middle fingers

had

ball

forked \'förkt, 'fór-kad\ adj (13c) 1: resembling a fork esp. in having
one end divided into two or more branches or points~lightning) 2
:shaped like a fork or having a forked part (a~ road:shaped nke a tork or having a forked part a road)

used inforked tongue (1833): intent to mislead or deceive- usu. used
the phrase to speak with forked tongue

fork-lift \fork-lift\ л (1944): a self-propelled machine for hoisting and
transporting heavy objects by means of steel fingers inserted under the

fork-ten-der \fork-ten-dər\ adj (1973): tender enough to be easily
pierced or cut with a fork <~filet mignon>
forky \for-kë\ adi fork-ier; -est (1695): FORKED (a~beard>
for-lorn \far-lorn, fór-\ adj [ME forloren, fr. OE, pp. of forléosan to

lose, Ir.jor-+ leosan to lose- more at LOSEJ (bel. 12c) 1a: BEREFTlose, fr. for- +leosan to lose-more at LOSE] (bef. 12c) 1 a: BEREFT,
FORSAKEN left quite~ of hope) b: sad and lonely because of isola-
tion or desertion: DESOLATE a~ landscape) 2: being in poor con-
dition: MISERABLE, WRETCHED ~ tumbledown buildings) 3: near-
ly hopeless a~attempt> syn see ALONE- for-lorn-ly ady-for-

lorn-ness-lórn-nas)tu
forlorn hope n [by folk etymology fr. D verloren hoop, lit., lost band]
(1579) 1: a body of men selected to perform a perilous service 2: a
desperate or extremely difficult enterprise
form form\n [ME forme, fr. AF furme. forme, fr. L forma form. beau-

ty] (13c) 1 a: the shape and structure of something as distinguished
from its material b: a body (as of a person) esp. in its external ap-
pearance or as distinguished from the face: FIGURE c archaic: BEAU-
TY 2: the essential nature of a thing as distinguished from its matter:
as a: IDEA la b: the component of a thing that determines its kind

3 a: established method of expression or proceeding: procedure ac-
cording to rule or rote; also: a standard or expectation based on past
experience: PRECEDENT (true to~, the champions won again) b:a
prescribed and set order of words: FORMULA the of the marriage
service) 4: a printed or typed document with blank spaces for inserservice) 4: a printed or typed document with blank spaces for inser-
tion of required or requested information <tax ~s) 5 a (1): conduct
regulated by extrancous controls (as of custom or etiquette): CEREМО-
NY (2): show without substance b: manner or conduct as tested by

prescribed or accepted standard (rudeness is simply bad~cpresct

:manner or style of periorming or accomplishing according to recog-
nized standards of technique (a strong swimmer but weak on~ ба
: the resting place or nest of a hare b: a long seat: BENCH 7 a:a

pporting frame model of the human figure or part (as the torso) of

the human figure usu, used for displaying apparel b: a proportioned
and often adjustable model for fitting clothes e: a mold in which con-
crete is placed to set 8: the printing type or other matter arranged
and secured in a chase ready for printing 9 a: one of the different
modes of existence, action, or manifestation of a particular thing or

par
substance: KIND (one~ of respiratory disorder) (a~ of art) b: a
distinguishable group of organisms c: LINGUISTIC FORM d: one of
the different aspects a word may take as a result of inflection or change
of spelling or pronunciation (verbal ~s) e: a mathematical expres-
sion of a particular type (a bilinear (a polynomial 10 a (1)

orderly method of arrangement fas in the nresentation of de
: orderly method of arrangement (as in the presentation of ideas)
: manner of coordinating elements (as of an artistic production or
course of reasoning) (2): a particular kind or instance of such ar-
rangement (the sonnet is a poetical~ b: PATTERN, SCHEMA <argu-
ments of the same logical: the structural element, plan. or de
ments of the same togical the structural element, plan, or de-
sign of a work of art- compare CONTENT 2c d: a visible and mea-
surable unit defined by a contour: a bounded surface or volume 11
: a grade in a British school or in some American private schools 12 a
(1): the past performance of a race horse (2): RACING FORM b
known ability to perform a singer at the top of her condis

: known ability to pertorm a singer at the top of her~ c: condi-
tion suitable for performing (as in athletic competition) <back on~
form (13c) 1 a: to give a particular shape to: shape or mold into a
certain state or after a particular model the dough into a ball> <a
stateed along republican lines) b: to arrange themselves in the

ed along republican lines) b: to arrange themselves in (the
dancersed a line) c: to model by instruction and discipline <a
mind ~ed by classical education> 2: to give form or shape to: FASH-
ION, CONSTRUCT 3: to serve to make up or constitute: be an essen-

tial or basic element of 4: DEVELOP, ACQUIRE ~ a habit) 5: to ar-
ange in order: DRAW UP 6 a: to assume an inflection so as to pro-

tense)s the past in -ed) : 1o combine to make (а
compound word)~vi 1: to become formed or shaped 2: to take
form: come into existence: ARISE 3: to take on a definite form,
shape, or arrangement-form-abil-i-ty\for-ma-'bi-la-të\-form-
able \'for-ma-bəl\ ad-form on: to take up a formation next to

form-or formo- comb form formic): formic acid (formate>
-form adi comb form [F & L; F-forme, fr. L -formis, fr. forma]: in the
form or shape of: resembling <filiform>
for-mal 'for-mal\ adj [ME, fr. L formalis, fr. forma] (14c) 1 a: be-
longing to oror constitutingconstituting thet form or essence of a thing ~ cause> b
: relating to or involving the outward form, structure, relationships, or
arrangement of elements rather than content <~logic) (a~ style of
painting) (a~approach to comparative linguistics 2 a: following
or according with established form, custom, or rule lacked school-

ing) (a~ dinner party> <~attire> b: done in due or lawful form <aineng win estheuas an, custom,of e lacked sehool-

contract) (received~ recognition) 3 a: characterized by punc-
tilious respect for form: METHODICAL (very in all his dealings> b

ceremonious: PRIM 4: having the appearance without the
Christians whe church only at Easte

CEREMONIALformal-lyhemale church only at Easter)2. for-mal.ness
formal n (1605): something (as a dance or a dress) formal in
formal adj formula +¹al] (ca. 1934): моLAR
form-al.de hyde \for-'mal-da-,hid, for-\n[ISV form-
(1872): a colorless pungent irritating gas CH₂O used chiefly in(1872): a colorless pungent irritating gas CH2O used chiefly in aqueous
solution as a disinfectant and preservative and in chemical synthesis

for-ma-lin for-ma-lan, -len\n [Formalin, a trademark] (1893)
aqueous solution of formaldehyde containing amount

for-mal lse Brit var of FORMALIZE

for-mal-ism for-ma-li-zam\n (1839) 1: the
strict adherence to prescribed or external

art); also: an instance of this 2: marked attention to arrangertion to arrangement,style, or artistic means (as in art or literature) usu. with correspondinde-emphasis of content-for-mal-ist\-list\n or adj-for-mal-is-tie\for-ma-lis-tik\ adj
for-mal-i-ty \fór-'ma-la-te\ n, pl-ties (1597) 1: compliance withe with for-mal or conventional rules: CEREMONY 2: the quality or state of
ing formal 3: an established form or procedure that is required or

2ocedure that is
conventional (the interview was just a~
for-mal-ize \for-ma-,liz\ vw -ized; -iz-ing (1646) 1: to give a cert
or definite form to: SHAPE 2al-iz-able \il-zə-bal\ adi-for mmal

to: SHAPE 2 a: to make formal b: to give form
status or approval to-for-mal-iz-able-li-zo-bal\ adfor-mallza-tion fór-mə-lə-zä-shən\-for-mal-iz-er \for-ma-li-zər\
form-am-ide \for-'ma-,mid; 'for-ma-,mid, -mad\ n [ISVform- + amide)(1852): a colorless hygroscopic liquid CHONH2 used chiefly as a sof

for-mant \'for-mant, -mant\n (1901): a characteristic component ofthe quality of a speech sound; specif: any of several resonance bandsheld to determine the phonetic quality of a vowel
for-mat\fór-,mat\n [F or G; F, fr. G, fr. L formatus, pp. of formare

or G. makeare toform, fr. forma] (1840) 1: the shape, size, and general makeup (as ofsomething printed) 2: general plan of organization, arrangement, orchoice of material (as for a television show) 3: a method of organizing data (as for storage) (various files
2format vi for-mat-ted; for-mat-ting (1964) 1: to arrange (as material
to be printed or stored data) in a particular format 2: to prepare (as a
computer disk) for storing data in a particular format-for-mat-terpi(1807): a salt or ester of formic
for-ma-tion \for-'ma-shən\n (15c) 1: an act of giving form or shape
to something or of taking form: DEVELOPMENT 2: something that is
formed <new word ~s) 3: the manner in which a thing is formed
:STRUCTURE (the peculiar~ of the heart) 4: a major kind of plangrowth (as forest grassland. or tundra) characteristic of a br of1growth (as forest, grassland, or tundra) characteristic of a broad eco-
logical region 5 a: any igneous, sedimentary, or metamorphic rock
represented as a unit b: any sedimentary bed or consecutive series of
beds sufficiently homogeneous or distinctive to be a unit 6: an a
rangement of a body or group of persons or things in some prescribed
manner or for a particular purpose fying in~
for-ma-tive \'for-ma-tiv\ adj (15c) 1 a: giving or capable of giving
form: CONSTRUCTIVE (a~ influence) b: used in word formation orinflection 2: capable of alteration by growth and development; also
: producing new cells and tissues 3: of, relating to, or characterized
by formative effects or formation <~years)-for-ma-tive-ly ady
formative (1816): the element (as a suffix) in a word that serves to
give the word appropriate form and is not part of the base

aform class n (1921): a class of linguistic forms that can be used in the
same position in a construction and that have one or more morpholog-ical or syntactical features in common

form-critical adj (1933): based on or applying form criticism
form criticism n (1928): a method of criticism for determining thesources and historicity of biblical writings through analysis of the writ-
ings in terms of ancient literary forms and oral traditions (as love po-
ems, parables, and proverbs)- form critic
forme fóm. förm\n (15c) Brit: FORM 8

formed \formd\ adj (1565): organized in a way characteristic of living
matter <mitochondria are bodies of the cell>

for-mée\fór-,mā, for-\ adj [F, fem. pp. of former to form, fr. OF, fr.L
formare] (15c) of a heraldic cross: having the arms narrow at the center
and expanding toward the ends-see CROss illustrationand expanding toward the ends-see CROSS illustration
for-mer for-mər\ adj [ME, fr. forme first, fr. OE forma more at
FOREMOST] (12c) 1 a: coming before in time b: of, relating to, or
occurring in the past <~ correspondence) 2: preceding in place or
arrangement: FOREGOING the~ part of the chapter) 3: first in or-

der of two or more things cited or understood (of the two given, the~
spelling is more common) <of the two spellings, the~ is more com-
mon) 4: having been previously: ONETIME a athlete) syn see

2form-er \for-mor\
ber of a school form

for-mer-ly 'for-mo(r)-le\adv
just before

form-fit-ting form-fi-tin\
the body: litting snugly (athe body: fitting snugly a sweater)

ixth~

r time: P

form-ful \"form-fǝl\ adj (1753): exhibiting or notable for form
form genus (1873): an artificial taxonomic category established for
organisms (as imperfect fungi) of obscure true relationships
For-mi.ca \fór-'mī-ka, for-\ frademark-used for any of various lamiFor-mi-ca for-mi-kə, fər-\trademark- used for any of various
nated plastic products used esp. for surface finish

for-mic acid \for-mik-\ [irreg. fr. L formica ant-more at PISMIRE
(1790): a colorless pungent fuming vesicant liquid acid CH₂O2 found
esp. in ants and in many plants and used chiefly in dyeing and finishing
textiles

for-mi-cary
mica) (1816): an
for-mi da-ble \'for-mə-də-bəl;
bilis, fr. formidare fr. formido

[ME. fr. L formida.

bogey; akin to Gk mormо
bogey] (15c) 1: causing fear, dread, or apprehension prospect)
2: having qualities that discourage approachC tending to
inspire for-mi.da-bil-i-tyfor-ma-da
'bi-la-të; fór-mi-, fər--for-mi.da-ble-ness \'for-ma-da-bəl-nas;
tor-mi-,för-'mi-, fər--for-mi.da-bly-blefг--fоr-mi-da-bly-ble adyady
form-less \form-las\ adj (1591) 1: having no regular form or shap
2: lacking order or arrangement 3: having no physical existence
form-less-ly ady-form-less.ness
form letter (1909) 1: a letter on a subject of frequent recurrence

that can be sent to different people without essential change except in
the addres 2: a letter for mass circulation that is printed in man
copies and has a very general salutation (as Dear Friend)
formo--see FORM
For-mo-san termite \fór-'mô-s°n-, for-, -z°n-\n (Formosa (Taiwan)]
(1968): a large termite (Coptotermes formosanus ofof the family Rhino
termitidae) native to Taiwan and nearby areas and introduced into
waii, California, and some southern U.S. states where it is a destructive
pest of wooden structures-called also Formosan subterranean termite
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