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492 forkball e Formosan termite

This material may be protected by Copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)

{~ hay) 4 : PAY, CONTRIBUTE — used with over, out, or yp <had to
~ aver $5000> — forkear n ' I
fork-ball \'fork-bol\ # (1936) : a baseball pitch in which the ball is
gripped between the forked index and middle fingers . X

forked \'[orkt, *for-kad\ adf (13c) 1 : resembling a fork esp. in having
one end divided into two or more branches or points (~ lightning) 2
: shaped like a fork or having a forked part a ~ road)

forked tongue » (1833) ; intent to mislead or deceive — usu, used in
the phrase fo speak with forked tongue

forkelift \'fork-,lift\ n# (1944) : a self-p lled machine for hoeisting and
transporting hicavy objects by means of steel fingers inserted under the

oad
fork—ten-der \'fork-"ten-dar\ adj (1973) : tender enough to be easily
pierced or cut with a fork {~ filet mignon
forky \for-ke\ adf fork-l-er; -est (1695) : FORKED {(a ~ beard)
for-lorn ‘far-"lorn, for-\ ad/ [ME forloren, fr. OE, pp. of forléosan to
lose, fr. for- + l[éosan to lose — more at LOSE] (bef. 12¢) 1 & : BEREFT,
FORSAKEN <left quite ~ of hope) b : sad and lonely because of isola-
tion or desertion : DESOLATE {a ~ landscape) 2 : being in poor con-
dition : MISERABLE, WRETCHED {~ tumbledown buildings)> 3 : near-
ly hopeless <a ~ atlempty syn see ALONE — for-lorn:ly adv — for-
lorn-ness \-'1orn-nas\ n
forlorn hope n [by lolk ctymology fr. I verloren hoop, lit., lost band]
(1579) 1 : abody of men selected to perform a perilous service 2:a
desperate or extremely difficult enterprise
torm \'(orm\ n [ME forme, fr. AF furme, forme, fv. L forma form, beau-
1yl (13c) 1 a: the shape and structure of something as distinguished
from its material b i a body (as of a person) esp, in its external ap-
pearance or as distinguished from the face : FIGURE € archaic : BEAU-
TY 2 the essential nature of a thing as distinguished from its matter:
as a:IDEA la b : the component of a thing that determines its kind
3 a : established method of expression or proceeding : procedure ac-
cording to rule or rote; also : a standard or expectation based on past
experience : PRECEDENT {true to ~, the champions won again) b:a
prescribed and set order of words : FORMULA <the ~ of the marriage
service) 4 : a printed or typed document with blank spaces for inser-
tion of required or requested information {tax ~s)» 5 a (1) : conduct
regulated by extraneous controls (as of custom or etiquette) : CEREMO-
NY (2): show without substance b : manner or conduct as tested by
a prescribed or accepted standard {rudeness is simply bad ~> ¢
: manner or style of performing or accomplishing according to recog-
nized standards of technique ¢a strong swimmer but weak on ~> 6a
: the resting place or nest of a hare b : a long seat : BENCH 7 a:a
supporting frame model of the human figure or part (as the torso) of
the human figure usu. used for displaying apparel b : a proportioned
and often adjustable model for fitting clothes € : a mold in which con-
crete is placed to set 8 : the printing type or other matter arranged
and secured in a chase ready for printing 9 a : one of the different
modes of existence, action, or manifestation of a particular thing or
substance : KIND {one ~ of respiratory disorder) <a ~ of art) b:a
distin?uishab]e group of organisms € : LINGUISTIC FORM d : one of
the different aspects a word may take as a result of inflection or change
of spelling or pronunciation ¢{verbal ~s> e : a mathematical expres-
sion of a particular type <a bilincar ~3 ¢a polynomial ~> 10 a (1)
: orderly method of arrangement (as in the presentation of ideas)
: manner of coordinating elements (as of an artistic production or
course of reasoning) (2) @ a particular kind or instance of such ar-
rangement <the sonnet is a poctical ~3 b : PATTERN, SCHEMA (argu-
ments of the same logical ~> ¢ : the structural element, plan, or de-
sign of a work of art — compare CONTENT 2¢ d : a visible and mea-
surable unit defined by a contour : a bounded surface or volume 11
: a grade in a British school or in some American private schools 12 a
(1) : the past performance of a race horse (2) : RACING FORM b
: known ability to perform <a singer at the top of her ~> ¢ : condi-
tion suitable for performing (as in athletic competition) {back on ~3
orm ¥ (13¢) 1 a: to give a particular shape to : shape or mold into a
certain state or after a particular model {~ the dough into a ball) <{a
state ~ed along republican lines> b : to arrange themselves in (the
dancers ~ed a line} € : to model by instruction and discipline {a
mind ~ed by classical education) 2: to give form or shape 1o : FASH-
ION, CONSTRUCT 3 ; to serve to make up or constitute : be an essen-
tial or basic element of 4 : DEVELOP, ACQUIRE {~ n habit} 5:1oar-
range in order : DRAW UP 6 & : to assume an inflection se as to pro-
duce (as a tense) {~s the past in -ed> b : to combine to make (a
compound word) ~ v 1 : to become formed or shaped 2 : to take
form : come into existence : ARISE 3 : 1o take on a definite form,
shape, or arrangement — forme-abil-i-ty \,fér-mo-'bi-la-t&\ n — form-
able \'for-ma-bal\ adf — form en : to take up a formation next o
form- or formo- comb form [formic] : formic acid {formate)
~form adf comb jorm [F & L: F -forme, fr. L ~formis, r. forma] : in the
4, form or shape of : resembling <filiforns)
tar-mal \'for-mal\ adi [ME, fr. L formalis, fr. forma) (14¢) 1 a : be-
longing to or constituting the form or essence of a thing {~ cause)
: relating to or involving the outward form, structure, relationships, or
arrangement of elements rather than content {~ logic) a ~ style of
painting) <a ~ approach to comparative linguisticsy 2 a : following
or according with established form, custom, or rule {lacked ~ school-
ing» {a ~ dinner party) {~ attire) b : done in due or lawful form ¢a
~ contracty {received ~ recognition) 3 a : characterized by punc-
tilious respect for form @ METHODICAL {very ~ in all his dealingsy b
: rigidly ceremontous : PRIM - 4 3 having the arpeamnce without the
substance {~ Christians who go to church only at Easter) syn sce
CEREMONIAL — forsmalsly \-ma-I¢\ adv — for-mal-ness n
:htmaf 1t (1605) : something (as a dance or a dress) formal in character
formal adi [formula + *-al] (ca. 1934) : 'MOLAR
torm-al.deshyde \for-'mal-da~hid, far-\ n [ISV form- + aldelyde]
(1872) 1 a colorless pungent irritating gas CHz0 used chiefly in agueous
solution as a disinfectant and preservative and in chemical synthesis
for-ma-lin \'for-ma-lan, - lén\ » [Formalin, a trademark] (1893) : a clear
aqueous solution of formaldehyde containing a small amount of meth-
anol used esp, as a preservative
for-mal-ise Brit var of FORMALIZE
for-mal-ism \'for-ma- li-zam\ # (1839) 1 : the practice or the doctrine
of strict adherence to prescribed or external forms (as in religion or

2f,

art); alse : an instance of this 2 : marked altention to arrangement,
style, or artistic means (as in art or literature) usu. with corresponding
de-emphasis of content — for-mal-ist \-list\ # or adi — forsmalis-tic
\for-mo-lis-tik\ adf

for-malsi-ty \for-'ma-lo-té\ », pl -ties (1597) 1 : compliance with for-
mal or conventional rules : CEREMONY 2 : the quality or state of be.
ing formal 3 : an established form or procedure that is required op
conventional {the interview was just a ~)

for-mal-ize \'for-ma-liz\ w -Ized; ~lz.ing (1646) 1 : to give a certain
or definite form 10 : SHAPE 2 a ! to make formal b : to give formg|
status or approval to — for-mal-iz-able \-/li-za-bal\ ad/ — for-mals|-
za-tlon \,for-ma-la-*zi-shan\ n — for-mal-iz-er \'for-ma- li-zar\ n

form-am:ide \for-'ma-ymid; "for-ma-;mid, -mad\ n [ISV form- + amide]
(1852) : a colorless hygroscopic liguid CHONH; used chiefly as a sol-

vent

forsmant \'fér-mant, -;mant\ n (1901) : n characteristic component of
the quality of a speech sound; specif : any of several resonance bands
held to determine the phonetic quality of a vowel

for-mat \'for-,mat\ n [F or G; F, Ir. G, fr. L formatus, pp. of formare 10

form, fr. formal (1840) 1 : the shape, size, and general makeup (as of
something printed) 2 : general plan of organization, arrangement, or
choice of material (as for a television show) 3 : a method of organiz-

. ing data (as for storage) {various file ~s
format w for-mat-ted; for-matsting (1964) 1 : to arrange (as material

to be printed or stored data) in a particular format 2 : to prepare (as a
computer disk) for storing data in a particular format — for.mat-ter ,,
forsmate \'for-ymat\ n (1807) : a salt or ester of formic acid
for-ma-tion \for-‘mé-shan\ » (15c) 1 : an act of giving form or shape
to something or of taking form : DEVELOPMENT 2 : something that ig
formed <{new word ~s) 3 : the manner in which a thing is formed
: STRUCTURE (the peculiar ~ of the heart) 4 : a major kind of plant
growth (as forest, grassland, or tundra) characteristic of a broad eco-
logical region 5 a : any igneous, sedimentary, or metamorphic rock
represented as a unit b : any sedimentary bed or consecutive series of
beds sufficiently homogeneous or distinctive to be a unit 6 : an ar-
rangement of a body or group of persons or things in some prescribed
4 manner or for a particular purpose {flying in ~3»
for-ma-tive \'for-ma-tivy adf (15¢) 1 a : giving or capable of giving
form : CONSTRUCTIVE {a ~ influence} b : used in word formation or
inflection 2 i capable of alteration by growth and development; also
: producing new cells and tissues 3 : of, relating to, or characterized
by formative effects or formation {~ years) — for-ma-tive:ly adv

2formative »n (1816) : the element (as a suffix) in a word that serves to
give the word appropriate form and is not part of the base

form class » (1921) : a class of linguistic forms that can be used in the
same position in a construction and that have one or more morpholog-
ical or syntactical features in common

form-—critical adj (1933) : based on or applying form criticism

form criticlsm » (1928) : a method of critigism for determining the
sources and historicity of biblical writings through analysis of the writ-
ings in terms of ancient literary forms and oral traditions (as love po-
ems, parables, and proverbs) — form critic »

farme \'fom, "form\ n (15¢) Brir : FORM 8

formed \'formd\ adf (1565) : organized in a way characteristic of living
matter {mitochondria are ~ bodies of the cell}

forsmée \'for-mi, for-"\ adi [F, fem. pp. of former to form, fr. OF, fr. L.
JSormare] (15¢) of a heraldic cross : having the arms narrow at the center
and expanding toward the ends — see CROSS illustration

for-mer \'fér-mor\ adj [ME, fr. forme first, fr. OE forma — more at

FOREMOST] (12¢) 1 a : coming before in time b : of, relating to, or
occurring in the past {~ correspondence) 2 : preceding in place or
mrranchem : FOREGOING {the ~ part of the chapter) 3 : first in or-
der of two or more things cited or understood {of the two given, the ~
spelling s more common) <of the two spellings, the ~ is more com-
mon? 4 : having been previously : ONETIME <a ~ athleted syn see
PRECEDING
2farmeer \'for-mar\ n (14c) 1 : one that forms 2 chiefly Brit : a mem-
ber of a school form — usu. used in combination {sixth ~)
forsmerdy \'for-malr)-1&\ adv (1534) 1 : at an earlier time : PREVIOUS-
LY 2 o0bs : just before
form-fit-ting \'form-fi-tig\ adj (1897) : conforming to the outline of
the body : Hitting snugly (a ~ sweater)
form-ful \'form-{31\ adf (1753) : exhibiting or notable for form
enus n (1873) : an artificial tax ic categ tabli:
organisms (as imperfect fungi) of obscure true relationships
For.mi-ca \for-'mi-ka, far-\ trademark — used for any of various lami-
nated plastic products used esp. for surface finish
for-mic acid \'for-mik-\ # [irreg. fr. L formica ant — more at PISMIRE]
(1790) : a colorless pungent fuming vesicant liguid acid CH202 found
esp. ln ants and in many plants and used chiefly in dyeing and finishing
textiles
forsmiscary \'for-moa-,ker-é\ n, pl -car-ies [ML formicarium, fr. L for-
mica] (1816) : an ant nest ;
for-mi-da-ble \'for-ma-da-bal; for-‘mi-, far-'mi-\ adf [ME, fr. L formida-
bills, fx. formidare 1o fear, fr. formido terror, bogey: akin to Gk mormé
bogey] (15¢) 1 : causing fear, dread, or apprehension {a ~ prospect?
2 : having qualities that discourage approach or attack 3 : tending to
inspire awe or wonder : IMPRESSIVE — forsmi-da-bilsi-ty \,for-ma-da-
'bi-la-1&; fér-,mi-, for-\ n — for-mi-.da-ble-ness \'fér-mo-ds-bol-nas:
for-'mi-, for-\ n — for-mi-da-bly \-blé\ adv

form:less \'form-las\ adj (1591) 1 : having no regular form or shape
2 : lacking erder or arrangement 3 : having no p?\ysical existence —
form:less:ly adv — torm-less.ness n

form letter » (1909) 1 : a letter on a subject of frequent recurrence
that can be sent to different people without essential change except in
the address 2 : a letter for mass circulation that Is printed in many
copies and has a very general salutation (as Dear Friend)

formo- — see FORM-

For-mo-san termite \for-'mo-s°n-, for-, -z°n-\ n [Formosa (Taiwan)}
(1968) : a large termite (Coptotermes formosanus of the family Rhino-
termitidae) native to Taiwan and nearby areas and introduced into Ha-
waii, California, and some southern U.S. states where it is a destructive
pest of wooden structures — called also Forrnosan subterranean termite

hed for
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pulsion : IMPETUS € : a wave of excitation transmitted through tissues
and ¢sp. nerve fibers and muscles that results in physiological activity
or inhibition 3 a : a sudden spontaneous inclination or incitement to
some usu. unpremeditated action b : a propensity or natural tenden-
cy usu. other than rational 4 a : the product of the average value of a
force and the time during which it acts : the change in momentum pro-
duced by the force b : PULSE 4a syn see MOTIVE

imspul-sion \im-'pal-shan\ # (15c) 1 a: the act of impelling : the state
of being impelled b : an impelling force ¢ : an onward tendency de-
rived from an impulsion 2 : IMPULSE 3a 3 : COMPULSION 2

im-pul-sive \im-*pal-siv\ adj (15c) 1 : having the power of or actually
driving or impelling 2 a : arising {rom an impulse <an ~ decisiony b
: prone to act on impulse {an ~ rounu man} 3 : acting momentarily
8yn see SPONTANEOUS — Imspulssivesly ady — im-pulssive.ness n
— imepul-siv-isty \-,psl-'si-va-té\ n

im-pu-ni-ty \im-'pyii-na-té\ n [MF or L; MF impunité, fr. L impunitat-,
impunitas, fr. impune without punishment, fr. in- + poena pun

627

in.ac.tive \(,)i-'nak-tiv\ adj (1664) : not active: as a (1) : SEDENTARY
(2) : INDOLENT, SLUGGISH b (1) : being out of use (2) : relating to or
being members of the armed forces who are not performing or avail-
able for military duties (3) af a disease : QUIESCENT ¢ (1) : chemical-
ly inert (2) : optically neutral in polarized light d : biologically inert
esp. because of the loss of some quality (as infectivity or antigenicity)
— in-acstive:ly adv — in-acstivei-ty \-,nak-"ti-va-té\ n
SYN INACTIVE, IDLE, INERT, PASSIVE, SUPINE mean not engaged in
work or activity, INACTIVE applies to anyone or anything not in action
or in operation or at work <on inactive status as an astronaut} inac-
Hive accounts), IDLE applies to persons that are not busy or occupied
or lo their powers or their implements {workers were fdle in the
fieldsy. INERT as applied to things implies powerlessness to move or to
affect other things; as applied to persons it suggests an inherént or ha-
hit}ml indisposition to activity {ners ingredients in drugsy {an inert
citizenry), PASSIVE implies immobility or lack of normally expected

impulsion e inarguable

B

— more at PAIN] (1532) : exemption or freedom from pur

resy to an external force or influence and often suggests deliber-

harm, or loss <laws were flouted with ~>

im-pure \(Jim-"pyur\ adj [ME, fr. MF & L; MF, fr. L impurus, fr. in- +
pirus Eurc] (15¢c) : not pure: as @ : LEWD, UNCHASTE b : contiining
something unclean : FOUL {(~ water) ¢ : ritually unclean d : mixed
or impregnated with an extraneous and usu. unwanted substance {an
~ chemical) — im-pure.ly adv — im-pure-ness n

imepusristy \',:.)Inb'pyllr-a-té\ n, pi -tles (15¢) 1 : something that is im-
pure or makes something ¢lse impure {removing fmpurities from wa-
tery 2 : the quality or state of being impure

imspusta-tion \,im-pys-"ti-shony n (1581) 1 : the act of imputing: as
8 : ATTRIBUTION, ASCRIFTION b : accusaTion {denied any ~ of un-
fairnessy € : INSINUATION 2 : something imputed — im-pu-tastive
\im="pyti=ta-tiv\ adf — imspustadive.ly qdv

im-pute \im-'pytit\ v im-put-ed; im-put-ing [ME, fr. AF imputer, fr. L
fmpuetare, fr. in- + putare to consider] (14¢) 1 : to lay the responsibility
or blame for often falsely or unjustly 2 : to credit to a person or a
cause : ATTRIBUTE <our vices as well as our virtues have been imputed
to bodily derangement —B. N. Cardozo) Syn see ASCRIBE — im-put-
abilsisty \-,py{l-ta-'bi-ls-t€\ » — im-put-able \-'pyii-to-bal\ acif

1in \'in, an, °n\ prep [ME, fr. OE; akin to OHG f# in, L in, Gk en} (bef.
12c) 1 a— used as a function word to indicate inclusion, location, or
position within limits (~ the lake) {wounded ~ the leg) {~ the sum-
mer» b :INTO 1 {went ~ the house) 2 — used as a function word to
indicate means, medium, or instrumentality {written ~ pencily
¢bound ~ leather) 38 — used as a function word to indicate limita-
tion, qualification, or circumstance <alike ~ some respects) (left ~ a
hurry?> b i InNTO 2a (broke ~ pictesy 4 — used as a function word
to indicate purpose {(said ~ reply> 5 — used as a function word to in-
dicate the larger member of a ratio <one ~ six is eligible)
2jn \Yin\ adv (bef. 12c) 1 a (1) : to or toward the inside esp. of a house or
other building {come ~) (2) : to or toward some destination or par-
ticular place {flew ~ on the first plane) (3): at close quarters : NEAR
(p]a:ly close¢ ~3» b : so as to incorporate <mix ~ the flour} — often
used in combination <(built-iz bookcuses» ¢ : to or at an appropriate
place <fit a piece ~) 2 a : within a particular place; esp : within the
customary place of residence or business {the doctoris ~> b :inthe
position of participant, ingider, or officeholder — often used with on
{~ on the joke) ¢ (1) : an good terms (2) : in a specified relation
{~ bad with the boss) (3):in a position of assured or definitive suc-
cess d i in vogue or season € of ar oil well : in production f:in
one's presence, possession, or control <after the crops are ~) g
: from a condition of indistinguishability to one of clarity {fade ~) —
in for : certain to experience {in for a rude awakening)
3in \in\ adi (1599) 1 a: that is located inside or within {the ~ part> b
: that is in pasition, operation, or power {thc ~ party} € : INSIDE 2
2 : that is directed or bound inward : INCOMING {the ~ train> 3 a
: extremely fashionable (the ~ thing to doy b : Keenly aware of and
_respousive to what is new and fashionable {the ~ crowd)
4in\lin\ n (1764) 1 : one who is in office or power or on the inside <a
matter of ~s versus outs) 2 : INFLUENCE, PULL {enjoyed some sort
_of ~ with the commandant —Henriette Roosenburg)
Singbbr 1inch 2 inlet

In spmbol indium
N afbr Indiana

in= or il- or im= or ir- prefix [ME, fr. AF, fr. L; akin to OE un-] : not
: NON-, UN- — us. il- before I {illogical), im- before b, m, or p {imbal-
anced dmmoraly {fmpractical), ir- before r {irreducible), und in- be-

o, fore other sounds {inconclusive

in-or - or im-ar ir- prefix [ME, fr. AF, fr. L, fr. in in, into] 1 :in
< within : into : toward : on — usu. i/~ before / {illuviation), imi- before
b, m, or p {immingle), ir- before r <irradiance), and in- before other

4 sounds {infiltrate) 2 : 'EN- imbrute) {mperil) Cinspirit)

-in n suffix [F -ine, fr. L -ina, fem. of -intts of or belonging to — more at
-EN] 1 a : neutral chemical compound (insulin) b : enzyme {pan-
creatin) ¢ : antibiotic {penicillin) 2 : >INE la, b {epinephrin) 3

» : pharmaceutical product (niaciny

-in n.comb form [sit-in] : organized public protest by means of or in fa-

_vorof : demonstration {teach=in) {love-in)

in-abilsi-ty \,i-na-"bi-la-t&\ n [ME inhabifite disqualification, fr. ML in-
habilitas, fr. L in- + habilitas ability] (15c) : lack of sufficient power, re-
_sources, or capacity <his ~ to do math)
in ab.sen-tia \in-ab-'sen(t)-sh(e-)s\ adv [L] (1886) : in absence {gave
_him the award in absentia>
In-ac:ces-sisble \;-nik-'se-sa-bal, (,)i-nak-\ ad/ [ME, fr. MF or LL;

F, fr. LL inaccessibilis, fr. L in- + LL accessibilis accessible] (15¢)
: not accessible {an ~ area) <an ~ goul) — in.ac.ces.sisbilsi-ty

\~ise-50-"bi-1a-1&) n — in-acsces-si:bly \sc-53-blE\ wdy
In-ac.cu-ra.cy \(,)i-'na-kya-ra-sg, -k(a-Jro-sé\ n, pl -cies (ca, 1755) 1
.+ the quality or state of being inaccurale 2 : MISTAKE, ERROR
In:ae-cu-rate \-'a-kys-rat, -k(o-)rat\ adj (1738) : not accurate : FAULTY
(;}u informationy — In-ac-cu-rate.ly \-kva-rot-lg, -k(a-Jrot-, -kyart-\
ady
";J-ac-tion \(pi-'nak-shan\ n (1707) : lack of action or activity : IDLE-

ESS

in.ac.ti.vate \(i-"naksta-vilt\ v¢ (1906) : to make inactive <chemicals
to ~ viruses) — in-ac-tl-va-tion \-nak-to-'vi-shan\ n

ate veness or self-control {passive r 5. SUPINE applies
only to persons and commonly implies abjectness or indolence <a su-
pine willingness to |'3Iay the fool).
in.ad M )i-*na-di-kwa-s&\ n, pl -cies (1787) 1 : the quality or
state of being inadequate 2 : INSUFFICIENCY, DEFICIENCY
In-ad-e-quate \-kwat\ adi (1671) : not adequate : INSUFFICIENT {~
equipment; alse : not capable {was ~ as a leader) — in-ad-e-quate-
Iy adv — in-ad-e-quate-ness n
in-ad-mis-si-ble \i-nad-"mi-sa-bal\ adf (1776) : not admissible <~ evi-
dcncei) — insad-mis:si-bilsl-ty \-ymi-s3-'bi-13-18\ » — in.ad-mis-si-
bly \-'mi-sa-bl&\ ady
in-ad-ver-tence \i-nod-'vor-t>n()s\ n [ME, fr. ML inadvertentia, fr. L
in- + advertent-, advertens, prp. of advertére 10 advert] (15¢) 1 : the
fact or action of being inadvertent 2 : a result of inattention : OVER-
SIGHT
in-ad-ver.en-cy \-t>n(t)-sé\ #, p! -cies (1592) : INADVERTENCE
in-ad-ver-tent \-t°nt\ adj {back-formation fr. inadvertence] (1653) 1
: not focusing the mind on a matter : INATTENTIVE 2 : UNINTENTION-
. AL {an ~ omission} — in-ad-ver-ently adv
in-ad-vis-able \;i-nad-"vi-za-bal\ & SI 870) : not advisable : not wise or
Fmdn:nl {m~ hasiey — in-adsvissabilsisty \- vi-za-'bi-la-1é\ n
-Inae n pl sifix INL -fuae, fr, L, fem. pl. of -inus] : members of the sub-
family of — in all names of zoological subfamilies in recent classifica-
tions {Felinae)>
in-alien-able \())i-'nil-ys-ns-bsl, -'na-lé->-ns-\ adj [prob. fr. F in-
aliénable, ft. in- + aliénable alienable] (ca. 1645) : incapable of being
alienated, surrendered, or transferred <~ rl*hls) — in-allen-abil-i-ty
-jnal-yo-noa-'bi-la-tg, -,na-lé \ o — in-ali bly ‘-*niil-yva-na-blé,
-'na-1€-0-na-\ adv
in-al-ter-able \())i-'nol-t(s-)ra-bsl\ adj (1541) : not alterable : UNALTER-
ABLE — in-al-ter-abil-i-ty \-nol-t(a-)ra-'bi-la-té\ » — in.al-ter-able-
ness \-'nol-t(a-)ro-bal-nas\ n — in-al-ter-ably \-blé\ adv
in-amo-ra-ta \i-na-ma-'rit-ta\ n [1t 4§ ata, fr. fem. of i) ato,
pp. of innamorare 1o inspire with love, fr. in- (Ir. L) + amore love, fr. L
amor— more at AMOROUS] (1651) : a- woman with whom one is in love
or has intimate relations
in-and-in \;in-an(d)-"in\ adv or adf (1765) : in repeated generations of
the same or closely related stock (families . . . of one blood through
B mating or marrying ~ —F. H. Giddings) {~ breeding)
inane \i-'nin\ ad/ nan-er; -est [L fnanis] (1662) 1 : EMPTY, INSUB-
ANTIAL 2 ¢ lacking significance, meaning, or point ; SILLY {~ com-
ments)  SyA see INSIPID — inanesly ady — inanesness \-'nin-nas\ n
2ina{1’e c'}l ll?sﬁ) i void or empty space <a voyage into the limitless ~
=V. G. de>
in-ans-mate \(Ji-'na-na-mat\ adf [ME, fr. LL inanimatus, fr. L in- +
i pp. O imare to animate] (15¢) 1 : notanimate: @ ; not
endowed with life or spirit (an ~ objecty b : lacking consciousness
or power of motion {an ~ body> 2 : not animated or lively : puLL —
in-an-l-mate-ly adv — In-an-i-mate.ness n
insas«nistion \,i-na-'ni-shan\ z (14c) : the quality or state of being empty:
a : the exhausted condition that results from lack of food and water b
: the absence or loss of social, moral, or intellectual vitality or vigor
inan-i-ty \i-'na-na-té\ », p/ -ties (1603) 1 : the quality or state of being
inane: as  a : lack of substance : EMPTINESS b : vapid, pointless, or
fatuous character : SHALLOWNESS 2 : something that is inane
in-ap-par-ent \,i-na-'per-ant\ adj (1626) : not apparent — in-ap-par-
ent:ly adv
in.apspeas.able \,i-na-'pé-za-bal\ adj (1803) : UNAPPEASADLE
insapspestence \(,)i-'na-pa-tan(t)s\ 7 (ca, 1691) : loss or Inck of appetite
in-ap-pli-ca-ble \(,)i-'na-pli-ka-bal also i-na-'pli-ka-\ agj (1656) : not
applicable : IRRELEVANT — in-ap-pli-ca-bil-lsty \-na-pli-ka-'bi-la-18
alse i-na-pli-ka-\ » — in-ap-pli-ca-bly \()i-'na-pli-ka-blé also i-na-
'pli-ka-\ adv
in-ap-po-site \(i-'na-pa-zat\ adi (1661) :'not apposite : not apt or per-
tinent — in-ap-po-site-ly ady — in.ap-po-site-ness n
insapspre.cia.ble \,i-na-"pré-sha-bal, -pri-sh(g-)a-bal\ ﬂrJ{ rob. fr. F
inappréciable, fr. MF inappreciable, i, in- + appreciable] (1802) : too
small to be Pcmc}vcd {an ~ amount) — in-ap-pre:cia-bly \-bl&\ ady
in-ap ti i=na-*pré-sha-tiv, -'pri- also -'pré-shé- -\ adi (1869)
: not appreciative {~ of their workersy — in-ap-pre-cla-tive-ly adv
— in.ap.pre.ciative-ness n
Insap+proach+able \i-na-"pré-cha-bal\ adf (ca. 1828) : not approach-
able : INACCESSIBLE {her boss came across as ~)
in-apsprospri-ate \,i-na-'pro-pré-at\ adi (1804) : not appropriate : UN-
SUITABLE — Insapspro-pri-ate:ly adv — in-ap-pro-pri-ate-ness n
in-apt \(,)i-'napt\ adf (ca. 1670) : not apt: a : not suitable {an ~ anal-
ogyy b1 INEPT — Insaptly \-'nap(1)-18\ adv — in-apt.ness \-nas\ n
in-ap-ti-tude \(,)i-'nap-ta-tid, -tyid\ n (1620) : lack of aptitude
in-arsgu-able \(,)i-'nir-gya-wa-bal\ adf (ca. 1875) : not arguable : not
open to doubt or debate <her impact was substantial and ~5
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odor, fr. L, fr. alére to smell — more at opor] (1876) : a dry fulls
bodied Spanish sherry

olym-plad \o-'lim-pg-ad, 0\ n, often cap IME Olympias, fr. L
Olympiad-, Olympias, fvr. Gk, [r. Olympia, site of ancient Olympic
Games] (14¢) 1 : one of the 4-year intervils between Olympic Games
by which time was reckoned In ancient Greece 2 : a quadrennial cel-
ebration of the modern Olympic Games; also : a competition or series
of competitions resembling an olympiad esp. in variety or challenge

10lym-pi-an \-pé-an\ adj (15c¢) 1': of or relating to Mount Olympus in
Thessaly 2 : bcrluing or characteristic of an Olymplan; esp : LOFTY

his . . . formula of glib simplicity and ~ arrogance —Richard Pollak

2p0lympian adj (15923 1 : of or relating to the ancient Greek region of
Olympia 2 : of, relating to, or constituting the Olympic Games

3glymplan # (1606) : a particlpant in Olympic Games

4plymplan n (1843) 1 : one of the ancient Greek deities dwelling on
Olympus 2 ; a being of lofty detachment or superior attai

865

omis-sion \6-'mi-shan, a-\ # IME omissioun, {r. AF omissfon, fr. LL
fs8i issio, [r. L omittere] (14¢) 1 a : something neglected or
2 : the act of omit-

olympiad e on

left undone b : apathy toward or neglect of duty
ting : the state of being omitted

omit \6-"mit, a-\ w qmrt-tad: omitting [ME omitten, fr, L omittere, fr.
ob- toward + mittere 1o let go, send — more at oB-] (15¢) 1 : to leave
out or leave unmentioned ¢~ one important detaily 2 : to leave un-
done : FAIL. 3 obs : DISREGARD 4 obs ! GIVE UP

om:mastid-lsum \i-ma-"ti-dé-am\, n, pl -tidJda ‘-dé-o\ [NL, fr. Gk
omimat-, omma ¢ye; akin to Gk épy eye — more at BYE] (1884) : one of
the elements: corresponding to a small simple eye that make up the
compound eye of an arthropod — nm-ma-lrd-i-al \ede-al\ ad/

Jomni- comb(qmr [L, fr. ominis] : all : universally {omnidircctionaly

omeni+bus \"im-ni-(,)bas\ n [F, fr. L, for all, dat. pl. of omnis] (1829) 1
1 a usu. automotive public vehicle designed to carry a large number of

Olympian Games » f” (1593) : oLYMPIC GAMES |
Olympia oyster \o-lim-pé-a-, 6-\ n [Olympia. Washington] (1908) : a
small flavorful native oyster (Ostrea lurida) of the Puget Sound area of
the Pacific coast of No. America — called also Olympia
olymspic \a-lim-pik, 0-\ adj (1590) 1 : “orymrian 1
ing to the Olympic Games
olympic Games n p/ (ca, 1610) 1 : an ancient Panhellenic festival
held every fourth year and made up of contests of sports, music, and
literature with the victor’s prize a crown of wild olive 2 : a modified
revival of the ancient Olympic Games consisting of international ath-
letic contests that are held at separate winter and summer gatherings at
four year intervals — called also Olympics
Olym+pus \a-'lim-pas, 6-\ n [L, fr. Gk Olympos] (15¢) : a mountain in
Thessaly that in Greek mythology is the abode of the gods
om \'om\ » [Skt] (1788) : a mantra consisting of the sound \'om\ and
used in contemplation of ultimate reality
OM abbr order of merit
-oma n suffix, p! -omas also -omata [L omat-, -oma, fr. Gk -omat-,
-ama, fr, -6- (stem vowel of causative verbs in ~oun) + -mat-, -ma, suffix
denoting result — more at -MENT] ¢ tumor (adcnama& ¢libromeay
Oma-ha \'é-ma-ho, - hi\ n, p/ Omaha or Omahas [Omaha umdha, a
seif«!usisnnﬂon] (1814) 1 : a member of an American Indian people
of northeastern Nebraska 2 : the Siouan language of the Omaha
oma-sum \d-'ma-sam\ », p/ oma-sa \-sa\ [NL, fr. L, tripe of a bullock]
(1556) : the third chamber of the ruminant stomach that is situated be-
tween the reticulum and the ab — compare RUMEN
OMB abbr Office of Management and Budget
omsbre \'im-bar; Yim-bré, *am-, -,bri\ n [F or Sp; F hombre, fr. Sp, lit.,
man — more at HOMBRE] (ca. 1661) : an old three-handed card game
popular in Burope esp. in the 17th and 18th centuries
om:+bré \'iim-,bri\ ad/ [F, pp. of ombrer to shade, fr. It ombrare, fr. om-
bra shade, fr. L umbra — more at UMBRAGE] (1893) : having colors or
tones that shade into each other — used esp. of fabrics in which the
color Is graduated from light to dark — ombré »
om-buds-man \*im-,budz-man, '6m-, -bodz-, -;man; im-'budz-, 5Sm-\ »,
p! -men \»mon\ [Sw, lit., representative, fr. ON umbothsmathr, fr. um-
both commission + mathr man] (1959) 1 : a government official (as in
Sweden or New Zealand) appointed to receive and investigate com-
plaints made by individuals against abuses or capricious acts of public
officials 2 : one that investigates, reports on, and helps settle com-
plaints — om:buds:mansship \-ship\ n
om-buds-per-son \~par-s>n\ i ( 1974) : OMBUDSMAN 2
-ome n siffix [NL -oma, {r. L, -oma] ! mass {phyllome
omesga \o-"mi-ga, -'meé-, -'me-\ v [IME, {r. GK & mega, lit., large o] (15c)
1: the 24th and last letter of the Greek alphabet — see ALPHABET table
2 : the extreme or final part : END 3 a: a negatively charged elemen-
tary particle that has a mass 3270 times the mass of an electron —
called also omega minus b : a very short-lived unstable meson with
mass 1532 times the mass of an electron — called also onega meson
ome.ga-3 \-'thré\ adj (1967) : being or T 1 of poly t d
futty acids that have the final double bond in the hyé'mcnrhun chain
between the third and fourth carbon atoms from the end of the mole-
cule opposite that of the carboxyl group and that are found esp. in fish,
fish oils, green leafy vegetables, and some nuts and vegetable oils
omea.dat or om-e.lette \'im-lat, "i-ma-\ n [F omeletre, alter. of MF
/i alter. of ale lle thin plate, ultim. fr. L Jamella, dim.
of lamina] (ca. 1611) : beaten eggs cooked without stirring until set and
served folded in half
omen \'a-moan\ n [L omin-, omen] (1582) : an occurrence or phenome-
non believed to portend a future event : AUGURY
omen.tum \d-*men-tam\ n, p/ -ta \-to\ or -tums [L; perh, akin to L in-
dyere to put on, exuere to take off — more at EXUVIAE] (1682) : a fold
of peritoneum connecting or supporting abdominal structures (as the
stomach and liver); also : a fold of peritoneum free at one end —
omen-tal \-'men-t°1\ adj
omep.ra.zole \G-'me-pra-,zdl, -'mé-, -zol\ n [ISV omepr- (of unknown
origin) + benzimidazole] (1984) @ a benzimidazole derivative Ci7H1o-
Ny that inhibits gastric acid secretion
mer \'a-mar\ n [Heb ‘Gmer] (ca. 1608) 1 : an ancient Hebrew unit of
ry capacity equal to %o ephah 2 a aften cap : the sheal of barley tra-
itionally offered in Jewish Temple worship on the second day of the
assover b eap @ a 7-week liturgical period of anticipation for Shavuot
'abﬁinnlng with the second day of the Passover
G or omg abbr oh my Go
‘Omel.gron \i-ma-krin, '6-, Brit 6-'mi-()kriin\ # [ME, {r. Gk o mikron,
lit,, small 0] (15¢) 1 the 15th letter of the Greek alphabet — see ALPHA
‘BET table
m-lsnous \"i-ma-nos\ adf (1580) : bcindg or exhibiting an omen : poR-
TENTOUS; esp ¢ foreboding or foreshadowing evil @ INAUSPICIOUS —
Omsi-nous:ly adv — om+l-nous-ness n
8yn oMINOUS, PORTENTOUS, PATEFUL mean having a menacing or
ih.ma!cn]nf rl.s;i:ccl. OMINOUS implics !m\rlrlg a menacing, alarming
character foreshadowing evil or di < rumblings from the
Volcano), PORTENTOUS suggests being fr]shlcnlnalfy big or impressive
ut now seldom definitely connotes forewarning of calamity an eerie
and portentous stillness, FATEFUL suggests being of momentous or
decisive imgurtance' {the fateful conference that led to war).
Omis.si-ble *mi=sa-bal\ adi (1816) : that may be omitted

2 : of or relat-

maal

51 BUS 2 abook containing reprints of a number of works
2omnibus adi (1842) 1 : of, relating to, or providing for many things at
once 2 : containing or including many items ¢an ~ billy
omeni.com.pe-tent \ellr_rl-ni"kﬁm-ga-ianl\ adi (1827) : able to handle
any situation; esp : having the authority or legal capacity to act in all
matters — om-ni-com-pe-tence \-tan(t)s\ n
o isdi tion«al \im-ni-da-'rek-shnal, -ni-, -()di-, -she-n°l\ adi
(1927) : being in or involving all directions; esp : receiving or sending
radio waves equally well in all diréctions <~ antenna)
om:nifarssous \iim-na-'fer-8-as\ adi [LL omnifarius, fr. L omni- +
fariug (as in mudtifarius diverse) — more at MULTIFARIOUS] (1653) : of
all varieties; forms, or kinds {~ interests}
omenif-l-cent \ilm-'ni-fa-sont\ adf [L omni- + E ficent (as in magnifi-
cend)] (1677) : unlimited in creative power
om:nip-o-ence \iim-'ni-pa-tan(t)s\ # (15¢) 1 & the quality or state of
; being omnipotent 2:an :ﬁcncy or force of unlimited power
om-nip-o-tent \-tant\ adf [ME, fr. AF, ir. L omnipotent-, omnipotens, ir,
omni- + potent-, potens potent] (14c) 1 aften cap : ALMIGHTY | 2
: having virtually unlimited authority or influence {an ~ ruler) 3 oby
5 } ARRANT — om-nip-o-tent-ly a
‘'omnipotent n (1600) 1 : one who is omnipotent 2 ¢ap : cop 1
om+nl-pres-ence \,im-ni-"pre=z*n(t)s\ n (1601) : the quality or state of
being omnipresent @ URIQUITY
omeni-pres-ant \-z*nt\ adi (1609) : present in all places at all times
om-ni-range \Yim-ni-,rinj\ # (1946) : a system of radio navigation in
which any bearing relative to a special radio transmitter on the ground
may be chosen and flown by an airplane pilot — called also ommnidirec-
tional ran .
omenissclence \im-'"ni-shan(t)s\ n [ML ommniscientia, fr. L omni- + sci-
entia knowledge — more at SCIENCE] (ca, 1610) : the quality or state of
being omniscient
om-ni-scient \-shant\ ad/ [NL omuiscient-, ommnisciens, back-formation
fr. ML esninisciential (ca, 1604) 1 : having infinite nwareness, under-
standing, and inslfhl 2 @ possessed of universal or complete knowl-
edge — omyni-scient-ly ady F
om:nisum-gath-er.um \.ﬁm«n&amﬂa«}hmmm\ n, pl omnium-—
gatherums [L omnium (gen. pl. of omnis) + E gather + L -wm, noun
ending] (1530) : a miscellaneous collection (as of things or persons)
omnisvore \'dm-ni-,vor\ n [NL omnivora, neut. pl. of omnivorus, fr. L]
(1887) : one that is omnivorous
om-nivso.rous \im-*niv-ras, -'ni-vo-\ adf [L ommnivorus, fr. omni- +
-voruy -vorous] (ca. 1656) 1 : feeding on both animal and vegetable
substances 2 ¢ avidly !nklnf in everything as il devouring or consum-
ing {an ~ reader) — omeniv«0-rous:ly ady
om+pha-los \'am(p)-fo- s, -los\ n [Gk, navel — more at navEL] (1855)
: a central point ! HUB, FOCAL POINT
om+pha-lo-skepsis \im(p)-fa-16-"skep-sos\ n [NL, {r. Gk omphalos +
shepsis examination — more at spy] (1925) : contemplation of one's
navel as an aid to meditation; a/so @ NAVEL-GAZING
on \'én, 'an\ prep IME an, on, prep. & adv,, fr. OE; akin to OHG ana on,
Gk ana up, on] (bef, 12c) 1a — used as a function word to indicate
position in contact with and supported by the top surface of {the book
Is lying ~ the table) b — used as a function word to indicate position
in or in contact with an outer surface (the fly landed ~ the ceiling) {1
have a cut ~ my finger) {paint ~ the wall> ¢ — used as a function
word to indicate position in close proximity with {a village ~ the sea)
(stay ~ your opponenty d — used as a function word to indicate the
location of something {~ the left} {~ the south side of the house)
{~ the farm)> 2 a — used as a function word to indicate a source of
attachment or support {~ a string> <stund ~ one foot) <hang it ~ a
nail) b — used as a function word to indicate a source of dependence
{you can rely ~ me) {feeds ~ insects) (lives ~ a pension) € —
used as a function word to indicate means of conveyance {~ the bus)
d — used s a function word to indicate presence in the possession of
{had a knife ~ him> 3 — used as u function word to indicate a time
frame¢ during which something takes place <a parade ~ Sunday) or an
instant, action, or occurrence when something begins or is done {~
cue) {~ arriving home, I found your letter> <news ~ the hour) {cash
~ delivery) 4 archaic : OF 5 a — used as a function word to indi-
cate manner of doing something; often used with the {~ the sly> (keep
everything ~ the up-and-up) b — used as a function word to indi-
cate means or agency {cut mysell ~ a knife) (talk ~ the telephone}
¢ — used as a function word to indicate a medium of expression ¢~
stage) <{best show ~ television) 6 a (1) — used as a function word to
indicate active involvement in a condition or status (~ the increase)
{~ the lookout) (2) : regularly using or showing the effects of using
{~ drugs) b — used as a function word to indicate invalvement or
participation {~ tour) {~ the team) {~ duty) € — used as a func-
tion word to indicate inclusion {put it ~ the agenda) d — used asa
function word to indicate position or status in proper relationship with
a standard or objective {~ schedule) 7 a — used as a function word
to indicate reason, ground, or‘basis (as for an action, opinion, or com-

1
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putation) ¢I have it ~ good authority) (~ one condition} {the inter-
est will be 10 cents ~ the dollary b — used as a function word to in-
dicate the cause or source {profited ~ the sale of stock) € — used as
a function word to Indicate the focus of abligation or responsibility
{drinks are ~ the house) <put the blame ~ med) 8a —usedasa
function word to indicate the object of collision, opposition, or hostile
action ¢bumped my head ~ a limb) ¢an attack ~ religion) <pulled a
gun ~ mey b — used as a function word to indicate the object with
respeet to some disndvantage, handicap, or detriment ¢has three inches
in height ~ me) <a 3-game lead ~ the second-place team} {the joke's
~me> 9a— used as a function word to indicate destination or the
focus of some action, movement, or directed effort {orept up ~ himy
{feast your eyes ~ thisy {working ~ my skii {made a payment ~
the loan> b — used as a function word to indicate the focus of feel-
ings, determination, or will ¢have pity ~ me) (keen ~ sports) <a
curse ~ you) €— used as a lunction word to indicate the object with
respect to some misfortune or disadvantageous event {the crops died
~ them> d — used as a function word to indicate the subject of
study, di ion, or consideration {a book ~ insects) <reflect ~ that
a moment) dagree ~ priced @ : with respect to <go light ~ the salty
¢short ~ cashy 10 — used as a function word to Indicate reduplica-
tion or succession in a series {loss ~ loss)
2on ady (bef. 12¢) 1 @ : in or into a position of contact with an upper
surface esp, 50 as to be positioned for use or operation {put the plates
~=3 Bt inorinto aposition of being attached to or covering a surface;
esp : in or into the condition of being worn {put his new shoes ~>
a : forward or at a more advanced point in space or time {went ~
home) {later ~~> b 2 in contii or fon {rambled ~3 Cand
b tiah 3: i>nt0 operalion or a position permitting operation {switched
the i~
3on adf (ca. 1541) 1 ¢ engaged in an activity or function (as a dramatic
role) 2 a (1) ; being in operation ¢the radio is ~3» (2) : placed so0 as
1o permit oﬁcmllon {the switch is ~3 b ! taking place or being
broadeast <the game is ~> 3 : aware of something — usu. used with
1o {my boss was ~ to me> 4 @ INTENDED, PLANNED ¢has nothing ~
for tonighty 5 Brit ; talking or harping incessantly — used with abour
6 chiefly Brir : regarded as possible or feasible — usu, used in negative
constructi 7!:: gaged in or as if in a performance {the comedi-
an was always ~> b : being at a high level of performance
ON or Ont abbr Ontario
Y.on n suffix [18V, alter. of -one] : chemical compound not a ketone or
other oxo compound {parathion
2.on n sufix [r. -on (in jon)] 1 : subatomic particle <nucleon) 2 a
s unit : quantum {photon> {magneton> b : basic hereditary compo-
nent {cistrony {operon>
-0n 1 sy [NL, ir. -on (in argon)] : noble gas {radon)
on-again, oﬂ—a?aln adf (1948) : existing briefly and in an intermit-
tent unpredictable wa léou-asain, off-again fads)
on-a-ger \'i-ni-jar\ # [ME, wild ass, fr.
L, fr. Gk onagros, fr. onos ass + agros
field — more at ACRE] (14c) 1 : an
Asian wild ass (Equus hemionus onager
syn. E. onager) that usu, has a broad
dorsal stripe and is related to the kiang
2 [LL, fr. L] : & hedvy catapult used in
ancient and medieval times
on and off adv (1748) : OFF AND ON —
on—and-off adf
onan-ism \'6-na-ni-zom\ n [prob. fr.
NL onanismus, fr. Onan, son of Judah
(Gen 38:9)] (ca. 1741) 1 : MASTURBA-
TION 2 : COITUS INTERRUPTUS 3
! SELF-GRATIFICATION — onan:«is-tic \,6-na-'nis-tik\ adj
onsboard \'on-'bord, 'dn-\ adi (1960) : carried within or occurring
" aboard a vehicle (as a satellite or an automaobile) {an ~ computer)
once \'wan(1)s\ adv [ME enes, fr. gen. of en one]l (12¢) 1 : one time
and no more {rode a horse only ~> 2 : at any one time : under any
circumstances : EVER {didn't ~ thank me)> 3 : at some indefinite
time in the past : FORMERLY {was ~ a booming mining town})
one degree of relationship {first cousin ~ removed) — once and for
all 1 : with finality : DEFINITIVELY 2 ; for the last time — once in a
" while : NOow AND THEN
once 7 (13c) : one single time : one time at least {please be on time this
~3y—atonce 1:atthesame time : SIMULTANEOUSLY 2% IMMEDI-
ATELY 3 :1BoTH {af once funny and sad)
3ance adl (1691) : that once was : FORMER (& ~ successful actor)y
4once cenf (1761) & at the moment when @ AS SOON AS {~ she spoke, T
recognized her)
once—over \,won(t)s-'0-veor, 'won(t)s-\ # (1913) : a swift examination
or survey; esp : a swift comprehensive appraising glance {gave me the

on e oherousness

onager 2

~>

once that conf (1874) : oneE

onschoscars.cl-a-sis \an-ka-sar-'ki-o-sas\ n, pf -a-s8es \~séz\ [NL, fr.
Onchecerca, genus 0? worms] (1911) : infestation with or disease
caused by filarial worms (genus Onchocerca); esp @ a human disease
marked by subcutancous nodules, dermatitis, and visual impairment
and caused by a worm (0. velvulis) found in Africa and tropical Amer-
ica which is transmitted by the bite of a female blackily — called also
river blindness

on-cid-i-um \dn-'si-dé-am, an-'ki-\ n [NL, fr. Gk onkos barbed hook —
more at ANGLE] (ca. 1868) : any of a genus (Oncidium) of showy tropi-
cal American chiefly epiphytic orchids

onco- comb form [NL, fr. Gk onkos bulk, mass; akin to Gk enenkein to
carry — more at ENOUGH] : tumor {oncology)

on-co.gene \Yin-kd- jen\ n (1969) : a gene having the potential to
cause a normal cell to become cancerous

on:co-gen-e-sls \,in-ko-Yje-na-sos\ 7 [NL] (ca. 1932) : the induction or
formation of tumors

ons-co-gen-ic \-jenik\ adi (1936) 1: rclaring to tumor formation 2
+ tending to cause tumors — on-co-ge-nic-i-ty \-jo-'ni-sa-18\ n

on+col-0-gy \iin-'kii-la-j&, dn-\ n (ca. [8BS7) : the study of tumors — on-
coslog-i-cal \,iin-ks-"1&-ji-kol\ also on-co-log-ic \-jik\ adf — on-col-
o«glst \in-"ka-la-jist, in-\ n

1

on.com-ing V'on-ka-min, "in-\ adf (1844) 1 a : coming nearer in iy,
or space <the ~ year) {an ~ car} b : FUTURE <looked forward to lli:

~~visity 2 : EMERGENT, RISING {the ~ generation)

Tone \'wan\ adi [ME on, an, {r. OE an; akin to OHG ein one, L unus {0

oinos), Skt eka] (bef, 12¢) 1 : being a single unit or thln3b<~ day g1 5

2 a: being one in particular (early ~ morning) : being Pre.
Iy what is indicated {~ fine person) 3 a : being the same in
kind or quality {both of ~ species> b (1) : constituting a unified g,
tity of two or more components {the combined elements form ~ gy},
stance) (2) : being in agreement or unfon {am ~ with you on thi
4 a:soME 1 ¢will see you again ~ day)> b : being a certain individuﬂ
specified by name ¢~ John Doe made a speechy 5@ ONLY 2a <the ~
person she wanted to marry)

lime)

*one n (bef. 12¢) 1 — see NUMBER table 2 : the number denoting yp;.

ty 3 a : the first in a set or series — often used with an attributjyy
noun {day ~3» b : an article of clothing of a size designated 4y,
{wears a ~» 4 : asingle person or thing <has the ~ but needs ¢ <
othery 5 : a one-dollar bill — at one : at harmony : in a state of
agreement — for one : as one example <I for one disagree)

Jone pron (13c) 1 :a certain indefinitely indicated person or thing ¢gyy,

~ of his friendsy 2a:ani of a vaguely Brow,
: anyone at all {~ never knows) b — used as a third person subsup.
tute for a first person pronoun {I'd like to read more but ~ doesny't
have the time> 3 : asingle Instance of a specified action <felt like bejy.
ing him ~ —John Casey)
usage Sense 2a Is usu. a sign of a formal style. A formal style excludeg
the participation of the reader or hearer; thus ene is used where a legs
formal style might address the reader directly {for the consequen
of such choices, one has only oneself to thank —Walker Gibson, Ty
generle one has never been common In informal use in either Britigh
or American English, and people who start sentences with one oftey
shift to another pronoun more natural to casual discourse {when ong
is learning the river, he is not allowed to do or think about anything.
else —Mark Twain}. Use of ene to replace a first-person pronoup—
sense 2b—has occas, been eriticized, It is more common in British Fp.
glish than in American {I'm watching this pretty carefully and | hg
that the issue will come up in the Lords and one may be able to speak
aboul it —Donald Coggan.

-one n swifix [ISY, alter. of -ene] : ketone or related or analogous com.
pound or class of comzpuunds <lactone) {quinone)

one another pron (1526) : EACH OTHER U888 see EACH OTHER

one—armed bandit \'wan-'irm(d)-\ alse one-arm bandit » (1934)
i SLOT MACHINE 2

one—bag+ger \-"ba-gar\ n (1952) : SINGLE 2

one—dimensional ad/ (1883) 1 : having one dimension 2 : lacking
depth ! SUPERFICIAL {~ charactersy — one—dimensionality »

one-fold \"wan-f0ld, ~'iold\ ad/ (bef. 12c) : constituting a single undi-
vided whole

one-=hand-ed \-"han-dad\ adi (15c) 1 : having or using only one hand
{could beat him up ~> 2a : designed for or requiring the use of anly
one hand b : effected by the use of only one hand

one—horse \-'hors\ adf (1739) 1 : drawn or operated by one horse 2
1 SMALL, SMALL-TIME {a ~ town}

Onel«da \d-'ni-da\ n, pl Onelda or Oneidas [Oneida ongyate?, lit,
standing rock) (1666) 1 : a member of an American Indian people
orig. of New York 2 ! the Iroquoian language of the Oneida people

onelsric \o-'ni-rik\ adi [Gk oneiros dream; akin to Arm anwrf dream)
(1859) : of or relating to dreams : DREAMY — onel-rl-caldy \-r-
Ik(a=)E\ adv

onei-ro-man-cy \&-"ni-ra-yman(t)-s&\ n [Gk oneiros + E -mancy] (1652)
1 divination by means of dreams

one=lin+«er \ywan-"li-nar\ n (1967) 1 : a very succinct joke or witticism
2 : a succinct or meaningful and esp. accurate statement

one—man ad/ (1842) : of or relating to just one individual: as a : con-
sisting of only on¢ individual {a ~ committee} b (1) : done, present-
ed, or produced by only one individual ¢a ~ stage play} (2) : featur-
ing the work of a single artist (as a painter) <a ~ show of ofls) ¢ ide-
signed for or limited to one individual

one-man band n (1925) 1 : a musician who plays several instruments
during a solo performance 2 : a person who alone undertakes or is re-
sponsible for several tasks

one-ness \'woan-nas\ » (ca. 1555) : the quality or state or fact of being
one: as @ : SINGLENESS b : INTEGRITY, WHOLENESS C : HARMONY!
d : SAMENESS, IDENTITY @ @ UNITY, UNION

one—night-er \pwan-"ni-tar\ 1 (ca. 1937) : ONE-NIGHT STAND

one—night stand » (1880) 1 : a performance (as of a play or coni )
given (as by & traveling group of actors or musicians) only once in e
of aserics of localities 2 @ a locality used for one-night stands b:a
stopover for a one-night stand 3 @ a sexual encounter limited 1o & sin-
gle occasion; afse : a partner in such an encounter

one—note \'wan-nat\ adf (1969) : unvarying in tone or emphasis : MO
NOTONOUS {a ~ campaigner)

one—off \\wan-*of\ adf (1934) 1 : limited to a single time, occasion, 0T
instance ! ONE-SHOT ¢~ gigs) 2 : SINGULAR, UNIQUE ¢a ~ design)
—one—off n

one—on-one \wan-6n-"wan, (wan-En-\ adf or ady (1967) 1 : playlng
directly against a single opposi nsﬂlluyer : involving a direct encout:
ter between one person and another dod

one—piece adj (1880) : consisting of or made in a single undi'-fl.pa_
picce ¢a ~ bathing suity — one—plece n — one—piec-er \'wan-
sar\m

oner-ous \fi-na-ros, 'o-\ adj IME, fr. MF honereus, fr. L anerosus: it
aner-, onws burden; akin to Skt anas cart] (14¢) 1 : involving, imeﬁ;
ing, or oonstitutinghn burden : TROUBLESOME {an ~ tasky 2 : having
legal obligations that outweigh the advantages <an ~ contract)
oner-ous:ly adv — oner.ous:ness n X ing

S¥N ONEROUS, BURDENSOME, OPPRESSIVE, EXACTING mean 1rl'llfn'15u i
hardship. ONEROUS stresses being laborious and heavy esp- h‘;’gm
i ul ¢the task of cleaning up the messy, BURDEN! e
suggests causing mental as well as physical strain {burderuwl‘lgy_ in
sponsibilities). oPPRESSIVE implies extreme harshness or st CTING
what Is imposed <the opprexsive tyranny of a police state}. Emh-: e
implies rigor or sternness rather than tyranny or injustice in t

mands made or in the one demanding <an exacting employer)-
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