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1
MULTI-FOLD SIDE BRANCH MUFFLER

This invention relates generally to mufflers of the sound
modifying type used with internal combustion engines to
attenuate engine noise and more particularly to mufflers
conventionally referred to as side branch muftlers.

The invention is particularly applicable to and will be
described with specific reference to a straight through muf-
fler for use in sports cars or high performance automotive
vehicles. However, it will be appreciated by those skilled in
the art that the inventive concepts disclosed herein may be
utilized for any number of muffler applications and in
combination with or as part of other muffler systems or
concepts for attenuating a specific or a specific range of
sound waves.

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

The following patents do not form any part of this
invention but are incorporated by reference as indicative of
the muffler art so that details known to those skilled in the
art need not be repeated herein:

A) U.S. Pat. No. 5,659,158 to Browning et al., entitled
“Sound Attenuating Device and Insert”, issued Aug. 19,
1997,

B) US. Pat. No. 5,502,283 to Ukai et al., entitled
“Muffler”, issued Mar. 26, 1996,

C) U.S. Pat. No. 5,350,888 to Sager, Jr. et al., entitled
“Broad Band Low Frequency Passive Muffler”, issued
Sep. 27, 1994;

D) US. Pat. No. 5,129,793 to Blass et al., entitled
“Suction Muffler”, issued Jul. 14, 1992; and,

E) U.S. Pat. No. 4,006,793 to Robinson, entitled “Engine
Mutffler Apparatus Providing Acoustic Silencer” issued
Feb. 8, 1977.

BACKGROUND

Engine noise in an internal combustion engine typically is
generated by the sudden expansion of combustion chamber
exhaust gases. As the combustion gases are exhausted from
each cylinder of the engine, a sound wave front travels at
rapid sonic velocities through the exhaust system. This wave
front is the boundary between the high pressure exhaust
pulse and ambient pressure. When the sound wave front
exits the exhaust system, it continues to pass through the air
until three dimensional diffusion causes it to eventually
dissipate. As the wave front passes an object, an overpres-
sure is created at the surface of the object, and it is this
overpressure that is a direct cause of audible and objection-
able noise.

Since the inception of the internal combustion engine,
efforts have been underway to reduce or muftle the noise
caused by the engine. Obviously, considerable noise attenu-
ation or reduction can be achieved in a muffler having
dimensions that are large enough to permit three dimen-
sional dissipation of the sound waves within the muffler
housing. However, from a practical standpoint, design cri-
teria often dictate the size of the muffler which must be kept
as small as possible. Further means of attenuating engine
noise include the use of packing and complex baffle systems.
However, these approaches are often accompanied by a
substantial increase in the back pressure or resistance of the
muffler to the free discharge of the combustion gasses. The
increase in backpressure can result in a decrease in the
output horsepower of the engine with a resulting loss of
efficiency in fuel economy.
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Mufflers are classified in various manners within the art.
From a structural consideration, mufflers have been classi-
fied as being either of two basic types or configurations:

i) a compartmentalized type which comprises several
compartments sealed except for the inlets and outlets,
the compartments usually being sealed, noise entrap-
ment chambers; or,

ii) a type commonly known as a straight through muffler
which usually comprises a duct having a series of
perforations within a sealed housing.

In accordance with this classification, this invention is
particularly adaptable to mufflers of the straight through type
although, it could have application to compartmentalized
type mufflers.

From a functional view, mufflers may be classified as
dissipative or reactive. Dissipative mufflers are typically
composed of ducts or chambers filled with acoustic absorb-
ing materials such as fibre glass, steel wool or even porous
ceramics. Such materials absorb acoustic energy and trans-
form it into thermal energy. Reactive mufflers, on the other
hand, are composed of a number of inner connected cham-
bers of various sizes and shapes in which sound waves are
reflected to dampen or attenuate waves of a set frequency,
typically resonance frequency. This invention relates to a
reactive type muffler.

There are two types of reaction mufflers, a side branch
type muffler and a resonator type muffler. A resonator type
muffler uses various volumes of different shapes or sizes,
i.e., resonance chambers, interconnected with pipes and can
dampen not only resonance frequency but also sound waves
having frequencies near the resonance frequency. The draw-
back to resonator mufflers is the large volume required to
dampen low frequency sound waves.

The side branch muffler is the type of muffler to which this
invention relates. Generally, the side branch muffler has a
straight through pipe and an offset or a side branching off the
straight through pipe. The side branch is closed at its end and
may be bent or shaped with baffles as shown in some of the
patents incorporated by reference herein. When the sound
wave reaches the closed end of the side branch, it reflects
back towards the open end damping waves at the same
frequency and out of phase with the reflected wave. The side
branch muffler possesses an advantage over the resonator
type muffler in that a large volume is not required to dampen
any sound wave of a given frequency. However, low fre-
quency sound waves which produce the most objectionable
noise require long, side branch lengths which make it
difficult to fit within the confines of certain automotive
applications.

Apart from the functional and structural discussion above,
sports cars and high performance vehicles have additional
requirements. It has long been known that the exhaust
systems of such vehicles must be tuned to emit certain
sounds from the automobile which appeal to the purchaser
of such vehicles while satisfying noise regulations. Such
applications require attenuation of specific waves having set
frequencies to produce the desired sound. More particularly,
high performance mufflers of the type under discussion are
tuned to the specific type of engine to which the muffler will
be applied to. Specifically, the valving or breathing charac-
teristics of the engine are matched to the muffler over the
operating range of the engine to produce the desired tone.
Recent engineering advances in the structural rigidity of the
body or chassis of the vehicle in which the engine is
mounted have enhanced the sound of the engine within the
cabin of the vehicle. Specifically, a muffler could be tuned to
a desired sound with the engine on a test stand, but produce



5,952,625

3

objectionable resonance in the cabin. Since the cabin cannot
be dampened, the muffler has to be precisely tuned to
attenuate the sound waves producing the objectionable reso-
nance within the cabin.

The side branch type muffler, in theory, has the ability to
resolve this problem. However, until this invention, the
approach followed was random and haphazard and simply
involved reconstructing entirely different side branch
designs until one resulted in the removal of the objectionable
noise. Unfortunately, the length of the side branch typically
exceeded the space limitations for the muffler design.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, it is a principle object of the invention to
provide a side branch type muffler which can be readily
tuned to produce any desired sound in a compact design
avoiding the space limitations afflicting conventional side
type mufflers.

This feature along with other objects of the invention is
achieved in a muffler for an internal combustion engine with
an inlet and an outlet and an inner cylindrical casing axially
extending from the inlet through the outlet and defining an
open ended inner chamber contained therein through which
the exhaust gases pass. An outer concentric casing with axial
end sections is spaced radially outward from the inner casing
and defines therebetween a closed end outer chamber. A
slotted opening arrangement at a set axial position provides
fluid communication between the inner and outer chamber.
A sound attenuating arrangement within the outer chamber
includes a plurality of intermediate, cylindrical casings
which axially extend substantially the length of the outer
chamber and are radially spaced to overlie one another so
that each pair of radially adjacent casings forms an annular,
axially extending sound attenuation passage. Each sound
passage has an entrance in fluid communication with a
pressure wave at one end thereof and a sound reflection wall
at its opposite end to establish a second path therebetween.
Certain select sound passages have an entrance in fluid
communication with the slotted opening while other sound
passages have an entrance in fluid communication with an
adjacent sound passages whereby a plurality of sound pas-
sages having various sound path lengths is produced for
reflecting and attenuating a plurality of sound waves at set
frequencies, particularly sound waves of low frequency.

In accordance with another important feature of the
invention, the sound wave arrangement further includes at
least one annular stop plate extending within a selected
sound passage between radially adjacent intermediate cas-
ings forming the selected sound passage. The stop plate is
positioned at a set axial distance within the selected sound
passage correlated to the axial distance a sound wave travels
from a passage entrance to the stop plate whereby any sound
wave of any specific frequency may be attenuated by
positioning the stop plate at a set axial distance in a sound
passage thus permitting the muffler to be tuned to any
desired sound.

In accordance with a specific feature of the invention, the
selected adjacent passages in fluid communication with one
another are limited in number, preferably not to exceed
three, to assure isolation and attenuation of specific sound
waves at set frequencies without undue interference from
other reflected waves of different frequencies.

In accordance with an important feature of the invention,
the axial spacing of the slotted opening arrangement is at
least equal to the radial spacing between adjacent interme-
diate casings to permit energy transmission of the sound
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waves in the sound passages. Still further, the axial distance
of the entrance of each sound passage is at least equal to the
radial distance between adjacent casings to likewise permit
energy transmission of the sound waves in the sound pas-
sages. Importantly, the volume of each sound passage, which
is sized large enough to transmit the wave’s energy, is
maintained approximately equal for all sound passages by
successively decreasing the radial height for successively
larger diameter sound passages to avoid pressure undula-
tions and accompanying sound wave variations as the waves
travel in a sound path from one sound passage to another
sound passage.

In accordance with yet another specific but important
feature of the invention, the slotted opening arrangement
includes the inner casing having a first section secured to the
inlet and a second section secured to the outlet with each
section having an open end facing the other and axially
spaced from one another a set distance to define an annular,
axially extending slot whereby pulse waves produced by the
exhaust gases are transmitted from the inner chamber to the
outer chamber without encountering any obstruction which
would otherwise adversely affect the power of the sound
waves.

In accordance with yet another feature of the invention,
the muffler has at least two divider plates axially extending
from the inlet to the outlet and radially extending from the
inner casing through the intermediate casings to the outer
casing to divide the plurality of sound passages completely
circumscribing the inner casing into at least two pluralities
of sound passages partially circumscribing the inner casing,
each plurality of divided passages functioning as a separate
muffler. The arrangement of the entrances of the sound
passages in one of the separate mufflers is different than that
of the other muffler so that the axial length of the sound paths
through adjacent sound passages for certain sound passages
in one muffler is different than those in the other muffler thus
increasing the number of sound paths of different lengths for
sound wave attenuation by reflection.

In accordance with yet another important feature of the
invention, every other intermediate casing is affixed to a
radial end wall of the outer casing and each intermediate
casing between each affixed intermediate casing is sus-
pended by radial spacers therebetween and fixed by an
annular passage closing plate adjacent the slotted opening
whereby a compact, folded side branch muffler having long
effective branches results in a rigid muffler which can be
easily assembled.

In accordance with still another feature of the invention,
the muffler includes first and second mufflers as described
connected in series by an extension pipe secured to the outlet
of the first muffler’s inner casing and the inlet of the second
muffler’s inner casing. The extension pipe may be folded
back at 180 degrees into a U shape to transversely align the
first and second casings thereby maintaining the axial dis-
tance of the muffler at a minimum while further increasing
the plurality of sound waves which can be separately attenu-
ated by the muffler.

It is thus an object of the invention to provide a compact
muffler having a plurality of folded side branches capable of
attenuating a plurality of sound waves produced by the
exhaust gases of an internal combustion engine.

It is another object of the invention to provide a compact
muffler of the side branch type capable of attenuating sound
waves having a low frequency.

Still another object of the invention is to provide a muftler
which has an arrangement of sound passages and sound
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paths resulting therefrom which are relatively free of
obstructions to avoid otherwise developing numerous
reflecting waves at frequencies which could potentially
interfere with the dampening or attenuation of desired
waves.

It is another object of the invention to provide a muffler
which has in its design, the ability to be tuned to produce any
desired sound and particularly a sound associated with high
performance automobiles and/or sports cars.

Yet another object of the invention is to provide a muftler
which can be readily tuned to isolate and eliminate exhaust
gas noises producing objectionable noises attributable to
resonance frequencies occurring within the cabin or passen-
ger compartment of an automotive vehicle.

Still another object of the invention is to produce a short
side branch muffler capable of attenuating low frequency
noise.

Another object of the invention is to produce a side branch
muffler capable of attenuating a relatively large plurality of
sounds produced by the exhaust gases of an internal com-
bustion engine over a relatively wide range of sound wave
frequencies.

Yet another object of the invention is to provide a muftler
having not only the characteristics as described but in
addition having a straight through exhaust design producing
little back pressure which would otherwise adversely affect
the performance of the engine.

Yet another object of the invention is the provision of a
straight through muffler in which an outer casing functioning
to form a chamber for a sound reflection arrangement also
functions as the muffler housing otherwise required in side
branch muffler designs minimizing the cost of the muffler.

Still another object of the invention is to provide a sound
attenuation arrangement which can be applied to any type of
muffler design for attenuating noise of a set frequency or
range of frequencies.

Still another object of the invention is to provide a muffler
which can be easily assembled in a wide variety of configu-
rations and is relatively inexpensive.

These and other objects, features and advantages of the
invention will become apparent to those skilled in the art
upon a reading of the Detailed Description of the invention
set forth below taken together with the drawings which be
described in the next section.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention may take physical form in certain parts and
arrangement of parts, a preferred embodiment of which will
be described in detail and illustrated in the accompanying
drawings which form a part hereof and wherein:

FIG. 1 is an axially sectioned, perspective view of a
muffler incorporating the invention in one of its simplest
forms;

FIG. 2 is a cross-section view of the muffler of FIG. 1
taken along lines 2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic representation of attenuation of
a sound wave by the reflection thereof;

FIG. 4 is a diagrammatic representation of the harmonics
of a sound wave;

FIG. 5 is an axially extending, sectioned view of a
preferred embodiment of the muffler of the invention;

FIG. 6 is an axially extending section view of the muffler
of FIG. 5 taken along lines 6—6 of FIG. §;

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectioned view of the muffler of FIG. 5
taken along lines 7—7 of FIG. §;
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FIG. 8 is an exploded, perspective assembly view of the
muffler of FIG. 5;

FIG. 9 is an axially section view of an alternative embodi-
ment of the inventive muffler similar to that of FIG. 5;

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectioned view of the muffler of FIG.
9 taken along lines 10—10 of FIG. 9;

FIG. 11 is an exploded, perspective assembly view of the
muffler of FIG. 9;

FIG. 12 is an axially sectioned view, similar to FIGS. 5§
and 9, of another alternative embodiment of the inventive
muffler;

FIG. 13 is a cross-sectioned view of the muffler of FIG.
12 taken along lines 13—13 of FIG. 12;

FIG. 14 is a graph showing the insertion loss in decibels
plotted on the y—y axis for various sound wave frequencies
plotted on the x—x axis for the inventive muffler compared
to the performance of a conventional single fold side branch
muffler;

FIG. 15 is a graph of attenuation in decibels plotted on the
y—y axis for waves of various frequencies plotted on the
x—x axis for the muffler shown in FIG. 12; and,

FIG. 16 is a wave attenuation graph similar to that of FIG.
15 for the muffler shown in FIG. 5.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Referring now to the drawings wherein the showings are
for the purpose of illustrating a preferred and alternative
embodiments of the invention only and not for the purpose
of limiting same, there is shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 a muffler
10 illustrating the basic concepts employed in the present
invention.

Muffler 10 has an inner, axially extending tubular casing
12 which is shown as cylindrical in all embodiments extend-
ing from an inlet 13 to an outlet 14. Inner casing 12 defines
an open ended inner tubular (shown as cylindrical in all the
embodiments) chamber 15 encompassed thereby through
which exhaust gases from an internal combustion engine
flow from inlet 13 to outlet 14 as shown by the arrows in
FIG. 1. Circumscribing inner casing 12 is an outer, axially
extending tubular casing 16 spaced radially outwardly from
inner casing 12. In all the embodiments shown outer casing
16 is cylindrical and concentric with inner casing 12 about
axially extending centerline 17. While a cylindrical arrange-
ment is preferred, it is not absolutely necessary for a
working of the invention. Oval or elliptical tubular configu-
rations will also work. Outer casing 16 and inner casing 12
define an axially extending outer annular chamber 20 ther-
ebetween. Outer casing 16 includes an inlet end wall section
21 adjacent inlet 13 and an outlet end wall section 22
adjacent outlet 14 radially extending and affixed to inner
casing 12 so that outer chamber 20 is closed ended. In the
drawings, muffler 10 is shown as a fabrication and end wall
sections 21 and 22 are shown as annular plates welded to
outer and inner casings 16, 12 to close outer chamber 20.
Either configuration is acceptable.

Generally mufflers include a housing which is not shown
in FIG. 1 or in the other drawings. A housing indicated by
dot-dash line 24 is optionally shown in FIG. 12 and the
housing generally fixes the position of inlet 13 and outlet 14
while functioning as support for the brackets and the like, if
needed, for securing muffler 10 within the vehicle’s exhaust
system. It is possible with muffler 10 to do away with the
housing per se as a separate piece of sheet metal containing
inner and outer casings 12, 16 because of end wall sections
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21, 22. In such instance, outer casing 16 will have a gauge
sufficiently thick to function as housing 24 as well as outer
casing 16. Thus reference to the term “housing” as used in
this patent and in the claims means either outer casing 16 or
a separate housing 24 encompassing outer casing 16.

Fluid communication between inner chamber 15 and
outer chamber 20 is through a slot arrangement which forms
an annular slot 25 having a set axial length circumscribing
inner casing 12. The slot arrangement is formed by con-
structing inner casing 12 as two separate cylindrical sec-
tions. An inlet inner casing section 26 is affixed by weldment
to inlet end wall 21 and an outlet inner casing section 27 is
affixed by welding to outlet end wall 22. Inlet inner casing
section 26 has an end confronting and axially spaced from
a confronting end on outlet inner casing section 27. The
axially spaced distance defines annular slot 25. It is some-
what important to note that slot 25 is not in the nature of a
perforation or an opening in a tube for reasons which will be
discussed further below. In order to support inlet and outlet
inner casing sections 26, 27 radial spacers 29 extending from
outer casing 16 to inner casing 12 are provided. Radial
spacers 29 are preferably arranged equally about the cir-
cumference of inner and outer casings 12, 16, typically at
angles of 120°. In muffler 10 of FIGS. 1 and 2 a total of six
spacers are utilized. It should also be noted that for ease in
discussing the invention, the term “inner casing” is used to
describe two separate cylinders which are referred to as
casing “sections” 26, 27.

Within outer chamber 20 is a sound attenuating mecha-
nism which takes the form of a sound attenuating, axially
extending, annular passage 30 formed in outer chamber 20.
In muffler 10 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, there is a sound
passage 30a extending on one side of slot 25 and a second
sound passage 305 formed on the other side of slot 25. The
axial distance of sound passage 30a is different than the axial
distance of sound passage 30b. Sound passages 30a, 30b are
folded side branches.

The basic concepts forming the underpinning of the
invention can now be explained with reference to the
configuration of muffler 10 as described for FIGS. 1 and 2.
Exhaust gases from the internal combustion engine are
exhausted as pulses of gas under pressure determined by the
engine’s timing controlling the opening and closing of
intake and exhaust valves. As noted in the Background, the
pressure pulse produced by the gases exhausted through the
exhaust valves carries a wave front which travels through
the exhaust system and dissipates in three dimensional
expansion. Whenever an obstruction is encountered by the
pulse wave, sound waves having a frequency spectrum or a
wide range of frequencies will be emitted. When the exhaust
gases travel through inner chamber 15, they will encounter
slot 25 and pressurize sound passages 30a, 30b which are
closed end because of inlet and outlet end wall sections 21,
22. Slot 25 is an obstruction and sound waves will travel
through slot 25, into sound passages 30a, 30b and will
contact end wall sections 21, 22 where they will reverse in
direction and travel and then exit sound passages 30a, 30b.

Referring now to FIG. 3 the sinusoidal form of a sound
wave traveling in space is depicted by a curve designated as
32. As is well known the frequency or period of the
sinusoidal sound curve is a function of the emitted sound.
High pitched sounds have waves with short frequencies and
low pitched sounds have long periods or frequencies. Low
pitched exhaust sounds are typically those which are objec-
tionable. When the sound wave travels through a sound
passage 30 and strikes an end wall section 21 or 22, i.e., a
sound reversal wall, it is reversed. More specifically, and for
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consistent terminology, the sound wave travels a sound path
which extends from inner chamber 15 through a sound
passage 30 to a reflecting wall and back. If the axial length
of the sound passage 30 or sound path length is matched to
the period of a given sound wave (i.e., period times speed
equals distance) it becomes possible to produce a reflected
sound wave which has its period shifted 180° as shown by
a matched reflected sound wave 33 in FIG. 3. Reflected
sound wave 33 thus cancels out or attenuates or dampens
incoming sound wave 32. FIG. 4 is drawn to illustrate the
presence of harmonics in sound wave 32. Assuming that
sound wave 32 was perfectly attenuated by reflected wave
33, 3rd order harmonic waves indicated by reference
numeral 35, 5th order harmonic waves indicated by refer-
ence numeral 36, 7th order harmonic waves indicated by
reference numeral 37 and 9th order harmonic waves indi-
cated by reference numeral 38 would still be present.
Because of the presence of harmonics, the reflecting wave
can never totally cancel or mute the incoming sound wave.
However the largest order of sound magnitude can be
canceled. This invention does not address the harmonic
waves. Generally speaking, and as shown in FIG. 4 the
energy or amplitude of such waves are less then the attenu-
ated sound waves and the noise is reduced. It is also
appreciated that whenever the sound wave strikes an object
it is reflected and if the sound wave strikes many objects in
the sound path many sound wave reflections will be pro-
duced which can interfere with the attenuation of a specific
sound wave.

The discussion above covering dampening of sound
waves by reflection is conventional and forms the basis for
side branch mufflers. While muffler 10 of FIG. 1 only has
provision for dampening waves of two different frequencies,
it nevertheless does illustrate certain characteristics of the
present invention which are used in the various embodi-
ments of the invention discussed below. First, the side
branches are folded over. In fact the side branches are folded
parallel to inner casing 12 establishing the basis for a
compact design. Second, in order for the pressure of the
pulses and/or the energy of the sound waves to be dissipated
the axial spacing of slot 25 has to be at least as long as the
radial distance of slotted passage 30. This relationship has
been uncovered through trial and error. Simply providing
openings or perforations in the form of a series of aligned
openings do not produce consistent results or results as good
as that obtained with the configuration described. It is
believed this results because openings, such as those used in
prior art side branch mufflers, have edges defining the
openings which in themselves act as obstructions to the
wave front. The obstructions are reduced to a minimum
vis-a-vis slot 25 and the axial spacing thereof.

Referring now to FIGS. §, 6, 7 and 8, there is shown the
preferred embodiment of muffler 10 and reference numerals
used for explaining the components of muffler 10 shown in
FIGS. 1 and 2 will likewise be used in describing the same
components of muffler 10 shown in FIGS. 5-8. As best
shown in FIGS. 5 and 6 inlet inner casing section 26 and
outlet inner casing section 27 are formed differently than that
shown for muffler 10 in FIGS. 1 and 2 so that annular slot
25 is positioned at one end (i.e., the inlet end) of inner casing
12 to produce the longest sound passages 30. The sound
attenuating arrangement additionally includes a plurality of
generally cylindrical, concentric intermediate casings 40
radially spaced from one another within outer chamber 20.
There are three intermediate casings shown in FIGS. 5-8
which are designated 40a, 40b and 40c. The annular axially
extending space between adjacent casings 12, 16 and 40
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defines a sound attenuating passage 30. Specifically the
annular space between inner casing 12 and first intermediate
casing 40a defines first sound passage 30g; the space
between first and second intermediate casings 40a, 40b
defines second sound passage 30b; the space between sec-
ond and third intermediate casings 40b, 40c defines third
sound passage 30c¢; and the space between third intermediate
casing 40c and outer casing 16 defines fourth sound passage
30d. Any number of intermediate casings 40 can be used
provided the radial space therebetween is sufficient to permit
transmission of the energy of the sound waves.

Each sound passage 30 must have an entrance 42 and the
axially spacing of the entrance end should be at least as long
as the radial distance of the sound passage 30 or, alterna-
tively stated, at least as long as the radial distance between
adjacent casings 12, 40, 16. Entrances 42 for sound passages
30a, 30b, 30c and 30d are shown, respectively as 42a, 42b,
42c¢, 42d. In addition, for this embodiment, there is a back
entrance 42¢ for sound passage 30b. At the opposite end of
each sound passage is a reflecting wall which can be either
end wall section 21 or 22, an annular passage end plate 43
or a stop plate 45 whereat the wave is reflected. Thus, each
sound passage produces a reflecting wave for attenuation.
Sound passages 30 are arranged so that entrances 42 are
either adjacent slot 25 or adjacent an adjacent sound passage
30 and a variety of various configurations are illustrated in
the drawings. When entrance 42 of one sound passage
communicates with a radially adjacent sound passage two
sound paths are established, namely a first sound path
extending the axial length of the first sound passage and a
second sound path extending the axial length of the first
sound passage and the axial length of the second sound
passage. By arranging entrances 42, a variety of sound paths
of various lengths can be established to attenuate any sound
wave of a given frequency. As discussed with reference to
muffler 10 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, sizing the axial distances
of entrances 42 is necessary to assure transmission of sound
wave energy. Also the volume of each sound passage 30 not
only has to be maintained at a sufficient size to permit wave
energy transmission but also should be maintained consis-
tent with one another to avoid undue pressure undulations
which could adversely affect the sound waves when the
second waves travel a sound path extending along two or
more sound passages 30. Because each sound passage 30
circumferentially extends about inner casing 12 in a con-
centric relationship the average diameter of each sound
passage 30 has to successively increase as the passage are
spaced radially outwardly. The radial distance of each sound
passage 30 has to successively diminish for each radially
outward positioned sound passage 30. Thus the radial dis-
tance of sound passage 30a is larger than the radial distance
of sound passage 300 which in turn is larger than the radial
distance of sound passage 30c which in turn is larger than the
radial distance of sound passage 30d.

It is possible to provide a multiplicity of sound reflecting
paths which exceed the number of sound passages 30 and
this is accomplished in muffler 10 illustrated in FIGS. 5-8 by
fixing every other casing or alternating the fixing of every
other radially spaced casing to an outer casing end wall
section 21 and/or 22. Thus inner casing 12, intermediate
casing 40b and outer casing 16 is fixed to outlet end wall
section 22. Intermediate casings which are not fixed to an
end wall section, namely intermediate casings 40a and 40c,
are positioned radially by means of support spacers 29, have
entrances 42b, 42¢ spaced from outlet end wall section 22
and are closed at their axial ends opposite their entrances by
annular passage end plate 43. The sound attenuation
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arrangement includes for a given sound passage the posi-
tioning of an annular stop plate such as stop plate 45 shown
in the upper portion of muffler 10 in FIGS. 5 and 6 which
extends the radial distance of sound passage i.e., sound
passage 30b. Stop plate 45 bifurcates or divides a sound
passage 30 to produce an additional sound reflecting path 50.
Specifically for muffler 10 shown in FIGS. 5-8 there are four
sound passages 30 producing five sound paths 50 as illus-
trated by the arrows shown in the drawings.

Referring to the top portion of FIG. §, a sound wave
travels a first sound path from slot 25 through first passage
entrance 42a and along the axial distance of first sound
passage 30a until it strikes outlet end wall section 22
whereat it is reflected and this first path is indicated by a
point designated by the reference numeral 50a. A sound
wave travels a second sound path from slot 25 through first
passage entrance 42a, along the axial distance of first sound
passage 30a, through second passage entrance 42b and
along the length of second passage 30b until it strikes stop
plate 45 whereat it is reflected and this second path is
indicated by a point designated by the reference numeral
50b. A sound wave travels a third sound path from slot 25
through fourth passage entrance 42d and along fourth sound
passage 304 until it strikes outlet end wall section 22
whereat it is reflected and this third sound path is indicated
by a point designated by the reference numeral 50c. A sound
wave travels a fourth sound path from slot 25 through fourth
passage entrance 42d, along fourth sound passage 30d,
through third passage entrance 42¢ and along third sound
passage 30c until it strikes passage end plate 43 whereat it
is reflected and this fourth sound path is indicated by a point
designated by the reference numeral 50d. Finally a sound
wave travels a fifth sound path from slot 25 through fourth
passage entrance 42d, along fourth sound passage 30d,
through third passage entrance 42¢, along the length of third
sound passage 30c and then through back entrance 42¢ and
along second sound passage 305 until contacting stop plate
45 whereat the wave is reflected and this fifth sound path is
indicated by a point designated by the reference numeral
50e. Also it should be noted that a short attenuation sound
path exists from slot 25 to outer casing 16. Each of the sound
attenuation paths have different lengths and attenuate sound
waves of different frequencies. Any number of sound paths
can be established. However, there are not a large number of
sound paths within any given combination of connected
sound passages 30 (preferably no more than three) so that a
large number of potentially conflicting reversed wave fronts
do not exist.

The sound paths 50 illustrated for the drawing top portion
of muffler 10 shown in FIGS. 5-8 are typical of various
folded side branches which can be constructed in accordance
with the invention. Other sound passage 30 configurations
for producing various lengths of sound paths 50 vis-a-vis the
axial position of stop plate 45 will suggest themselves to
those skilled in the art. One of the underpinnings of the
invention is the recognition that a side branch can be
constructed to be folded over to extend parallel to the length
of a straight through muffler provided that certain dimen-
sional relationships are maintained. Those relationships
include first providing a sufficient volume for the sound
passage 30 to transmit the energy of the sound wave. That
is the sound wave must travel unimpeded through the
passage to generate a reflection wave that in turn can travel
back through sound passage 30 to cancel out the sound
wave. Once the volume is established the entrances for the
waves to travel from inner casing 12 into sound passages 30
cannot unduly restrict the pressure pulse nor provide
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obstructions in the wave path. In the embodiments
discussed, this restriction is met by the configuration of slot
25 and entrances 42 expressed in terms of the radial dis-
tances of the sound passages 30. More precise mathematical
formulas can be developed to express the relationship but
those formulas will use, as an important factor, the radial
distance of sound passage 30. Finally, because of the ser-
pentine nature of sound paths 50, the volume of sound
passages 30 should remain relatively constant with respect
to one another. This is accomplished by varying the radial
distance of sound passages 30 so that the mean diameter of
successively larger diameter sound passages 30 is reduced.

By way of example, a muffler 10 of the configuration
typified in FIGS. 5-8 was developed for a high performance
automobile, specifically, a Corvette. The diameter of inner
casing 12 was set at 2.5", the diameter of a high performance
exhaust pipe. The axial distance of muffler 10 from inlet 13
to outlet 14 was approximately 14.5", a dimension which
would be considered small for resonators used in combina-
tion with mufflers on other vehicles. The diameter of outer
casing 16 was set at approximately 5.5". The radial distance
of sound passages 30 progressively varied from the first
innermost sound passage 30a of about 0.5" to the outermost
fourth sound passage 30d of about 0.3". The axial distance
of annular slot 25 and the axial distance of entrances 42 was
set at about 0.5" (although this distance can be extended to
as high as about 1"). With this configuration of a muffler
constructed in accordance with the embodiment illustrated
in FIGS. 5-8, a sound attenuation for the five sound paths
50a-50e described above is illustrated in the graph depicted
in FIG. 16. In FIG. 16 the length of the five sound paths 50
are converted into the wave frequency of a sound wave
which is attenuated by a reflecting wave developed in sound
passage(s) 30 for that sound path and is shown on the
horizontal axis. The decibel reduction in sound is shown on
the vertical axis. Significantly, large decibel sound reduc-
tions for low frequency waves are now possible.

The muffler designer can now specifically tune muffler 10
for any application while maintaining the advantages of a
straight through exhaust design. That is, one of the distin-
guishing features of the muffler of the invention is that sound
paths 50 are separately identifiable from one another. Other
muffler designs incorporate complex chambers and baffles.
Dimensionally changing one baffle causes a “pyramid”
effect resulting in different sound changes occurring in the
other baffles. Inherent in this invention is that sound paths 50
are separate from one another and identifiable. It now
becomes possible to change any one sound path to tune or
cancel out any specific wave without adversely affecting the
other attenuations. As indicated in the Background discus-
sion above, the rigid unibody designs now being developed
for performance vehicles promote resonance frequencies in
the cabin at various operating speeds of the engine. The only
practical manner to address this problem is to identify the
objectionable sound wave frequency and then tune the
muffler design for that vehicle by positioning stop plate 45
in a sound passage 30 at a distance which can attenuate the
objectionable sound wave. The invention makes this pos-
sible. Prior art mufflers could only resolve the problem by
haphazard trial and error approaches which could remove
one objectionable noise and replace it with another.

This characteristic of the invention can be somewhat
shown by reference to the graph set forth in FIG. 14. FIG.
14 shows an insertion loss on the vertical axis for sound
waves of various frequencies (plotted at %5 Octave center
frequency in Hz) on the horizontal axis for a muffler
constructed in accordance with the invention shown by
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dashed line 58 and a conventional single folded side branch
muffler shown by solid line 59. The insertion loss shown on
the y—y axis is the variation in sound (for the plotted wave
frequencies) produced by a muffler when compared to the
variation in sound (for the plotted wave frequencies) pro-
duced by a straight exhaust pipe (no muffler present). Ideally
the muffler would have a straight horizontal line over a set
range of wave frequencies indicating an ability to totally
tune out objectionable sounds. This is not practically pos-
sible for any number of reasons, including harmonics as
discussed above. FIG. 14 shows that the muffler of the
present invention attenuates the sound over a wider range of
wave frequencies than a conventional side branch muffler. It
is thus possible to better tune the muffler of the invention
when compared to conventional side branch mufflers. As
noted in the Background, side branch muftlers are generally
preferred over other types of sound dampening arrange-
ments because of their ability to dampen specific sound
waves. The objection to side branch mufflers, which was a
valid objection until this invention, is the space required by
such muffler. FIG. 14 shows that the multi-folded side
branch arrangement disclosed herein has a better ability to
dampen sound waves than conventional side branch muf-
flers.

An important concept of the invention is that a relatively
large plurality of side branches can be incorporated into
muffler 10 without unduly increasing its diametrical size.
Referring still to FIGS. 5-8, a divider plate 60 extends
axially from inlet end wall section 21 to outlet end wall
section 22 and radially from inner casing 12 to outer casing
16. As best shown in FIG. 7, divider plate 60 actually is
comprised of a series of equal length divider plate segments
shown as first segment 60a radially extending from inner
casing 12 to first intermediate casing 40a, second segment
60b radially extending from first intermediate casing 40a to
second intermediate casing 40b; third segment 60c radially
extending from second intermediate casing 405 to third
intermediate casing 40c and fourth segment 60d radially
extending from third intermediate casing 40c¢ to outer casing
16. Divider segments are welded to casings 12, 16 and 40 to
increase rigidity of muffler 10. As best shown in FIG. 7,
diametrically opposite divider plate 60 is a second divider
plate 61. It likewise is constructed of second divider plate
segments 61a, 61b, 61c and 61d. Divider plates 60, 61
transform muffler 10 shown in FIGS. 5-8 and as thus far
described into two mufflers. One muffler configuration is
shown at the top portion of FIGS. 5 and 7 above divider
plates 60, 61 and the other muffler configuration is shown at
the lower portion of FIGS. 5 and 7 below divider plates 60,
61. It should be clear that muffler 10 as previously described
can function without divider plates 60, 61. In that case,
annular sound passages 30 would completely circumscribe
inner and outer casings 12, 16.

By dividing sound passages 30 into two pluralities vis-
a-vis divider plates 60, 61 it is now possible to insert an
additional stop plate(s) 45a in a sound chamber 30 below
divider plates 60, 61. As best shown in FIGS. 5§ and 8, a
second stop plate 454 is inserted in sound passage 305 but
at a different axial position than that whereat stop plate 45
was inserted. The path lengths previously described as the
second path length 505 and the fifth path length 50e for
sound passages 30 above divider plates 60, 61 is different
than the second and fifth path lengths 505, 50¢ for sound
passages 30 below divider plates 60, 61.

Divider plates 60, 61 make it possible to circumferentially
split annular sound passages 30 into two like pluralities of
sound passages thus increasing the number of wave frequen-
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cies muffler 10 can attenuate without increasing the diameter
of outer casing 16. In theory any number of divider plates
can be utilized and there is no requirement that sound
passages 30 be divided in equal arcuate segments. However,
as discussed above, the volume of each sound passage 30
must be sufficient to transmit the energy of the sound waves.
As a practical matter this requirement limits the number of
divider plates which can be inserted into the muffler. It is
believed, for the muffler size discussed above, that a maxi-
mum number of six divider plates could be incorporated into
the muffler design preferably spaced at 60° arcuate incre-
ments and producing six equal pluralities of sound wave
passages 30.

Referring now to FIGS. 9, 10 and 11 there is shown an
alternative embodiment of muffler 10 and the reference
numerals used for explaining the components of muffler 10
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 and FIGS. 5-8 will likewise be used
in describing the same components of muffler 10 shown in
FIGS. 9-11. Muftler 10 of FIGS. 9-11 is a simplified version
of muffler 10 shown in FIGS. 5-8. The alternative embodi-
ment muffler of FIGS. 9-11 also has four axially extending,
annular sound passages 30a, 30b, 30c and 30d, but there is
no stop plate 45. As a result there are only four sound paths
50a, 50b, 50c, 504.

Specifically a sound wave travels a first path from slot 25
through first passage entrance 42a and along the axial
distance of first sound passage 30a until it strikes outlet end
wall section 22 whereat it is reflected and this first path is
indicated by a point designated by the reference numeral
50a. A sound wave travels a second path from slot 25
through first passage entrance 424, along the axial distance
of first sound passage 30a, through second passage entrance
42b and along the length of second passage 30b until it
strikes passage end plate 43 whereat it is reflected and this
second path is indicated by a point designated by the
reference numeral 50b. A sound wave travels a third path
from slot 25 through third passage entrance 42c, along the
length of third sound passage 30c until it strikes outlet end
wall section 22 whereat it is reflected and this third sound
path is indicated by the reflection point designated by the
reference numeral 50c. A sound wave travels a fourth path
from slot 25 through third passage entrance 42c, along the
length of third sound passage 30c, through fourth passage
entrance 42d and along the length of fourth sound passage
30d until it strikes inlet end wall section 21 whereat it is
reflected and this fourth sound path is indicated by a point
designated by the reference numeral 50d.

The alternative embodiment of FIGS. 9-11 does not use
divider plates 60, 61 so that sound passages 30 extend
completely about the circumference of inner and outer
casings 12, 16. Also, to form sound passages 30, interme-
diate cylindrical casings 40 can be affixed to either inlet end
wall section 21 as shown by intermediate casing 40c, or
outlet end wall section 22 as shown by intermediate casing
40b or to passage end plate 43 as shown by intermediate
casing 40a. In summary, while stop plates 45 and divider
plates 60, 61 are particularly important and unique aspects
of the invention, the inventive muffler shown in its most
basic form in FIGS. 1 and 2 will function, in its most basic
application form if constructed in accordance with the
alternative embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 9-11.

Referring now to FIGS. 12 and 13, there is shown a still
further alternative embodiment of the inventive muffler and
the reference numerals used for explaining the components
of muffler 10 shown in FIGS. 1-2 and FIGS. 5-8 and FIGS.
9-11 will likewise be used in describing the same compo-
nents of muffler 10 shown in FIGS. 12-13. In the alternative
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embodiment of FIGS. 12 and 13, it is shown that muffler 10
can actually comprise a plurality of mufflers connected in
series by an extension pipe which can be either straight or
folded back onto itself to form a U shaped configuration. As
shown in FIG. 12, there are two mufflers 104, 105 and the
outlet inner casing section 26 of first muftler 10 in turn has
an extension section 70 folded 180° back unto itself to form
a U shape configuration which forms an inlet inner casing
section 26 for second muffler 10b. As indicated above, a
muffler housing 24 can be optionally provided although this
iS not necessary.

Both mufflers 10a, 10b have stop plates 45 but neither
muffler has divider plates 60, 61. Muffler 10a has sound
passages 30 configured in the manner described for muftler
10 illustrated in FIGS. 5-8 and produces five sound paths
50a—50¢ as shown and as described with reference to FIGS.
5-8. In addition muffler 10 also produces a short sound path
for a high frequency wave which extends from slot 25 to
outer casing 16 and is indicated by its reflection point S0f.

Muffler 105 has three sound passages 30a, 30b and 30c
configured in a manner to produce three sound paths indi-
cated by reference numerals 50a, 505 and 50c at the reflec-
tion points of the sound paths. In addition muffler 105 also
has the short sound path 50f extending from slot 25 to outer
casing 16.

Referring now to FIG. 15 there is shown a graph of the
attenuation for the various sound paths described for muf-
flers 10a and 10b similar to the graph of FIG. 16 described
with reference to muffler 10 shown for FIGS. 5-8. FIG. 15
shows the muftler design is capable of attenuating a number
of sound waves and particularly a number of sound waves in
the low frequency sound range.

The invention has been described with reference to a
preferred and to alternative embodiments. Modifications and
alterations will occur to others skilled in the art upon reading
and understanding the detailed description of the invention
set forth herein. For example the invention has been
described with reference to cylindrical and concentric con-
figurations. While this arrangement is distinctly preferred,
the invention may function with other tubular shapes and
configurations which may not need to completely circum-
scribe the straight through inner casing. Still further, the
sound passages could be utilized in other muffler designs not
incorporating a straight through inner casing but employing
other muffler concepts such as Helmholtz resonators or
sound absorbing materials. Such mufflers may have to be
tuned to dampen certain set critical sound waves and the
multi-folded side branch design described herein easily
lends itself to such application. It is intended to include all
such modifications and alterations insofar as they come with
the scope of the present invention.

Having thus defined the invention it is claimed:

1. A muffler for attenuating the sounds of combustion
gases exhausted from an internal combustion engine com-
prising:

a cylindrical inner casing having an inlet in fluid com-
munication with said gases exhausted from said engine
and an outlet through which said gases are exhausted to
atmosphere, said inner casing axially extending
between said inlet and said outlet to define an open
ended inner chamber through which said gases pass;

a cylindrical outer casing concentric with said inner
casing, spaced radially outward from and completely
circumscribing said inner casing and axially extending
substantially the distance between said inlet and said
outlet, said outer casing having radial end sections at



5,952,625

15

said inlet and said outlet extending to said inner casing
to define a closed ended outer chamber whereby said
outer chamber is an axially extending annular chamber
concentric with said inner chamber;

slotted opening means providing substantially unimpeded

fluid communication between said inner and outer
chambers at a set axial position; and,

sound attenuation means within said outer chamber for

producing reflected waves attenuating at least one
sound wave of a set frequency;

said sound attenuation means includes a plurality of

intermediate, concentric cylindrical casings within said
outer chamber, said intermediate casings axially
extending substantially the distance of said outer cham-
ber and overlying one another, each pair of radially
adjacent casings forming an annular, axially extending
sound attenuation passage, each sound passage having
an entrance in fluid communication with a pressure
wave at one axial end thereof and a sound reflecting
wall at its opposite end to establish a second path
therebetween whereby a plurality of sound waves at
different set frequencies are attenuated.

2. The muffler of claim 1 wherein each sound passage has
an end opposite its entrance, each entrance establishing a
sound path in each sound passage which produces a reflec-
tion wave at the sound passage end for sound wave
attenuation, certain adjacent sound passages selected to have
a sound passage entrance adjacent to an adjacent sound
passage end to establish a sound path extending the total
axial distances of said selected adjacent sound passages
whereby sound waves of low frequency can be attenuated.

3. The muffler of claim 2 wherein said selected adjacent
sound passages in fluid communication with one another do
not exceed three in member to assure isolation and attenu-
ation of a set wave frequency without undue interference
from reflective waves of different frequencies.

4. The muffler of claim 2 wherein said sound attenuation
means further includes at least one stop plate extending
within a selected sound passage between radially adjacent
intermediate casings forming said selected sound passage,
said stop plate positioned at a set axial distance correspond-
ing to a set frequency of at least one sound wave to be
attenuated by said selected sound passage.

5. The muffler of claim 2 wherein the axial distance of
said slotted opening is at least as great as the radial distance
between adjacent intermediate casings so that wave energy
can be dissipated in said sound passages.

6. The muffler of claim 5 wherein said entrance of each
sound passage has an axial distance at least as great as the
radial distance of the sound passage that the sound wave
enters to insure transmission of sound wave energy within
said sound passage.

7. The muffler of claim 6 wherein the volume of each
sound passage is maintained approximately equal to one
another by successively reducing the radial distances of
successively larger diameter sound passages.

8. The muffler of claim 2 wherein at least one selected
intermediate casing is fixed at one axial end to one of said
outer casing’s radial end section, said muffler further includ-
ing a radial spacer on each side of said selected intermediate
casing for supporting and spacing radially adjacent interme-
diate casings.

9. The muffler of claim 8 further including at least two
divider plates axially extending from said inlet to said outlet
and radially extending from said inner casing to said outer
casing, said divider plates dividing said plurality of sound
passages completely circumscribing said inner casing into at
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least two like pluralities of sound passages partially circum-
scribing said inner casing; the axial distance of at least some
of said sound paths in said sound passages in one plurality
different than the axial distances of some of said sound paths
in some of said sound passages in the other plurality of
sound passages whereby a larger number of set sound wave
frequencies are attenuated.

10. The muffler of claim 9 wherein said divider plates do
not exceed six in number and said divider plates are posi-
tioned at equally spaced angular increments about said inner
casing.

11. The muffler of claim 2 further including a second
muffler as set forth in claim one and an extension pipe
secured between said outlet of said muffler and said inlet of
said second muffler.

12. The muffler of claim 11 wherein said extension pipe
is bent at 180° in a U shape so that said first and second
casings are transversely aligned with one another.

13. The muffler of claim 4 wherein the axial distance of
said slotted opening is at least as great as the radial distance
between adjacent intermediate casings so that wave energy
can be transmitted in said sound passages.

14. The muffler of claim 13 wherein said entrance of each
sound passage has an axial distance at least as great as the
radial distance of the sound passage that the sound wave
enters to insure transmission of sound wave energy within
said sound passage.

15. The muffler of claim 14 wherein the volume of each
sound passage is maintained approximately equal to one
another by successively reducing the radial distances of
successively larger diameter sound passages.

16. A muffler for attenuating the sounds of combustion
gases exhausted from an internal combustion engine com-
prising:

a tubular inner casing having an inlet in fluid communi-
cation with said gases exhausted from said engine and
an outlet through which said gases are exhausted to
atmosphere, said inner casing axially extending
between said inlet and said outlet to define an open
ended inner chamber through which said gases pass;

an outer casing spaced radially outward from and at least
partially circumscribing said inner casing and axially
extending substantially the distance between said inlet
and said outlet, said outer casing having radial end
sections at said inlet and said outlet extending to said
inner casing to define a closed ended outer chamber;

slotted opening means providing substantially unimpeded
fluid communication between said inner and outer
chambers at a set axial position;

sound attenuation means within said outer chamber for
producing reflected waves attenuating at least one
sound wave of a set frequency; and,

said inner casing is unobstructed and has a diameter
approximately that of said inlet and said outlet whereby
said muffler induces little back pressure on said engine.

17. A muffler for attenuating exhaust gas sounds com-
prising:

a generally cylindrical, open ended inner casing axially
extending from an inlet end to an outlet end, said inner
casing defining an inner chamber circumscribed
thereby through which exhaust gases flow;

a generally cylindrical closed end outer casing, said outer
casing generally concentric with said inner casing and
axially extending the length of said inner casing to
define an outer chamber therebetween, said closed end
of said outer casing including an outlet end section



5,952,625

17

extending radially inward from said outer casing to said
inner casing generally adjacent said outlet and an inlet
end section extending radially inward from aid outer
casing to said inner casing generally adjacent said inlet;

a plurality of general cylindrical, concentric intermediate

casings axially extending within said outer chamber,
spacer means between radially adjacent intermediate
casings for maintaining said intermediate casings in
radially spaced, generally overlying relationship to one
another, each adjacent pair of casings forming an
annular, axially extending sound attenuation passage
therebetween, each sound passage having an entrance
at one of its ends and a sound reflecting wall at its
opposite end establish a sound path between its ends;
selected sound passages being in fluid communication
with said inner chamber at said entrances and selected
sound passages being in fluid communication with
adjacent sound passages at said entrances thereof to
establish a plurality of different length sound paths
through said sound passages; and

slotted opening means at a set axial position in said inner

casing for providing fluid communication between said
inner and outer chamber whereby sound wave energy is
transmitted through said slotted opening means into
selected sound passages having entrances in fluid com-
munication with said inner chamber for attenuation of
a multiplicity of sound waves having set frequencies
correlated to the length of said sound paths.

18. The muffler of claim 17 further including a stop plate
in a given sound passage, said stop plate extending radially
between adjacent intermediate casings forming said given
sound passage whereby the length of said path extending
into said given sound passage is varied.

19. The muffler of claim 18 wherein said slotted opening
means includes said inner casing having a first section
secured to said inlet end section and a second section
secured to said outlet end section, each inner casing section
having an end facing the other and axially spaced from each
other a set distance to define said slotted opening.

20. The muffler of claim 19 wherein wherein the axial
distance of said slotted opening is at least as great as the
radial distance between adjacent intermediate casings so that
wave energy can be transmitted in said sound passages.

21. The muffler of claim 20 wherein said entrance of each
sound passage has an axial distance at least as great as the
radial distance of the sound passage that the sound wave
enters to insure dissipation of sound wave energy within said
sound passage.

22. The muffler of claim 21 wherein the volume of each
sound passage is maintained approximately equal to one
another by successively reducing the radial distances of
successively larger diameter sound passages.

23. The muffler of claim 17 wherein at least one selected
intermediate casing is fixed at one axial end to one of said
outer casing’s radial end section, said muffler further includ-
ing a radial spacer on each side of said selected intermediate
casing for supporting and spacing radially adjacent interme-
diate casings.

24. The muffler of claim 17 further including at least two
divider plates axially extending from said inlet to said outlet
and radially extending from said inner casing to said outer
casing, said divider plates dividing said plurality of sound
passages completely circumscribing said inner casing into at
least two like pluralities of sound passages partially circum-
scribing said inner casing; the axial distance of at least some
of said sound paths in said sound passages in one plurality
different than the axial distances of some of said sound paths
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in some of said sound passages in the other plurality of
sound passages whereby a larger number of set sound wave
frequencies are attenuated.

25. The muffler of claim 17 further including a second
muffler as set forth in claim 23 and an extension pipe secured
between said outlet by said muffler and said inlet of said
second muffler.

26. The muffler of claim 17 wherein said inner casing is
unobstructed and has a diameter approximately that of said
inlet and said outlet whereby said muffler induces little back
pressure on said engine.

27. The muffler of claim 17 wherein said selected adjacent
sound passages in fluid communication with one another do
not exceed three in member to assure isolation and attenu-
ation of a set wave frequency without undue interference
from reflective waves of different frequencies.

28. In a muffler for attenuating the sounds of exhaust
gases produced by an internal combustion engine, the muf-
fler including a housing with an exhaust inlet and an exhaust
outlet and a tubular inner casing axially extending from said
inlet to said outlet defining an inner chamber extending
therein through which said exhaust gases pass, the improve-
ment comprising:

an outer casing at least partially circumscribing said inner
casing and axially extending substantially the length of
said inner casing, said outer casing defining with said
inner casing a closed outer chamber therebetween;

a plurality of general cylindrical, concentric intermediate
casings axially extending within said outer chamber,
spacer means between radially adjacent intermediate
casings for maintaining said intermediate casings in
radially spaced, generally overlying relationship to one
another, each adjacent pair of casings forming an
annular, axially extending sound attenuation passage
therebetween, each sound passage having an entrance
at one of its ends and a sound reflecting wall at its
opposite end establish a sound path between its ends;
selected sound passages being in fluid communication
with said inner chamber at said entrances and selected
sound passages being in fluid communication with
adjacent sound passages at said entrances thereof to
establish a plurality of different length sound paths
through said sound passages; and,

slotted opening means at a set axial position in said inner
casing for providing fluid communication between said
inner and outer chamber whereby sound wave energy is
transmitted through said slotted opening means into
selected sound passages having entrances in fluid com-
munication with said inner chamber for attenuation of
a multiplicity of sound waves having set frequencies
correlated to the length of said sound paths.

29. The improvement of claim 28 wherein said sound
reflecting means includes a stop plate interposed in a
selected sound passage at a set axial distance for attenuating
sound wave of a given frequency whereby said muffler may
be tuned for any specific application.

30. The improvement of claim 28 wherein said inner
casing includes a first inner cylindrical section affixed to said
inlet and a second inner cylindrical section affixed to said
outlet, said slotted opening means includes the spacing
between said first and second inner sections spanning a set
axial distance at a set position between said inlet and said
outlet to define a slotted opening extending circumferen-
tially about said inner casing, said set axial distance of said
slotted opening being at least as long as the radial spacing
between adjacent intermediate casings whereby the energy
of the sound waves is dissipated within said sound passages.
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31. The muffler of claim 28 wherein said entrance of each
sound passage has an axial distance at least as great as the
radial distance of the sound passage that the sound wave
enters to insure transmission of sound wave energy within
said sound passage.

32. The muffler of claim 28 wherein the volume of each
sound passage is maintained approximately equal to one
another by successively reducing the radial distances of
successively larger diameter sound passages.

33. The muffler of claim 32 wherein at least one selected
intermediate casing is fixed at one axial end to one of said
outer casing’s radial end section, said muffler further includ-
ing a radial spacer on each side of said selected intermediate
casing for supporting and spacing radially adjacent interme-
diate casings.

34. A muffler for attenuating the sounds of exhaust gases
from an internal combustion engine comprising:

a generally cylindrical, axially extending inner casing
through which exhaust gases flow in a substantially
unimpeded, straight through manner from an inner
casing inlet to an inner casing outlet, said inner casing
defining an open ended inner chamber;

a generally cylindrical outer casing concentric with and
spaced radially outwardly from said inner casing, said
outer casing at least partially circumscribing said inner
casing and axially extending a substantial distance
along the length of said inner casing, said outer casing
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having at each of its ends a radially inwardly extending
end section to define a generally annular closed outer
chamber;

a slotted opening associated with said inner casing pro-
viding fluid communication from said inner chamber to
said closed outer chamber, said slotted opening at a
fixed axial distance with respect to said inner casing for
producing a reflected sound wave corresponding to the
axial distance of said closed outer chamber relative to
said slotted opening.

35. The muffler of claim 34 wherein said sound attenu-
ating means includes a stop plate radially extending between
said outer and inner casings, said stop plate set at a fixed
axial distance from said slotted opening for attenuating
specific sound waves of a frequency correlated to the length
of said outer chamber between said stop plate and said
slotted opening.

36. The muffler of claim 35 wherein said set axial distance
of said slotted opening is at least as great as the radial
distance of said outer chamber whereby sound wave energy
is assured of transmission within said outer chamber.

37. The muffler of claim 36 further including at least one
divider plate within said closed chamber producing a plu-
rality of separate, discrete sound passages within said closed
chamber.



