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| APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
16/360,964 01/18/2022 11225365 408889-0004 9424
64194 7590 12/28/2021
Niro McAndrews, LLP
12 Beach Lane

Ogden Dunes, IN 46368

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment is 368 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will include
an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office
of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments
should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management (ODM) at
(571)-272-4200.

INVENTORC(S) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional inventors):

Maurice Joseph Paul Tabone, Moorebank, AUSTRALIA;

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http:/pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.
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16/360,964 - GAU: 3733

Page 1 of
FORM PTO-1449 U.S. Department of Commerce | Atty. Docket No. Serial No.
Patent and Trademark Office 16/360,964
Examiner: Confirm. No.
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Kirsch 9424
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
(Use several sheets if necessary)
Applicant:
Tabone
Filing Date: Group:
March 21, 2019 3733
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
Examiner
Initial Document Number Date Name Class
C "j‘”ge(s’) applled 10574956 | #3+26+8 Mpule et al. Fietsehert- HO4N9/31
tof[document, 2/2020 E CONSIDERED
E INER DAT
3 sz
9/17,/2021
U.S. PATENT PUBLICATION DOCUMENTS
Examiner
Initial Document Number Date Name Class
20070017845 | 01/25/2007 Tietschert 206/52.1
EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
Examiner
Initial Document Number Date Name Class
CA2541375 | 04/21/2005 Tietschert
JP2007508207 | 04/05/2007 Tietschert
CN1863717 | 11/15/2006 Tietschert
W02005035392 | 04/21/2005 Tietschert
EXAMINER /'ANDREW T KIRSCH;’ DATE CONSIDERED g5 '/2 4 /20 21

ALL REFERENCES COMNESIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH.

Ex.1002 / Page 2 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al



PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL
Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:  (571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate. All
further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected
below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications.
Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block | for any change of address)

64194 7590 09/13/2021 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
Niro McAndrews. LLP I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
’ States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
12 Beach Lane addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
Ogden Dunes. IN 46368 the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.
Brian LynCh (Typed or printed name)|
/Bl'ian Lynch/ (Signature)
December 13, 2021 (Date)
| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/360,964 03/21/2019 Maurice Joseph Paul Tabone 408889-0004 9424

TITLE OF INVENTION: CONTAINER BASE AND LID WITH PLANAR AREA FOR FLAT APPLICATION OF ADHESIVE MEMBRANE

| APPLN. TYPE | ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE | DATE DUE |
nonprovisional MICRO $300 $0.00 $0.00 $300 12/13/2021
| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
KIRSCH, ANDREW THOMAS 3733 220-833000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address” (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363).

(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys Niro McAndrews. LLP
or agents OR, alternatively, 1 ’

(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a

registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 2

2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is
listed, no name will be printed.

| Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached.

() "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/
SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number is required.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ Individual [ Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. Fees submitted: Missue Fee [publication Fee (if required) [JAdvance Order - # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above)

[ Electronic Payment via EFS-Web [ Enclosed check (I Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

(] The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.
NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature [Brian LynCh/ Date December 13, 2021
Typed or printed name Brian LynCh Registration No. 58,794
Page 2 of 3
PTOL-85 Part B (08-18) Approved for use through 01/31/2020 OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number: 16360964

Filing Date: 21-Mar-2019

. . CONTAINER BASE AND LID WITH PLANAR AREA FOR FLAT APPLICATION OF
Title of Invention:

ADHESIVE MEMBRANE
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Maurice Joseph Paul Tabone
Filer: Brian Patrick Lynch
Attorney Docket Number: 408889-0004
Filed as Micro Entity
Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Suz—;l'g(t;)l in
Basic Filing:
Pages:
Claims:
Miscellaneous-Filing:
Petition:
Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
UTILITY ISSUE FEE 3501 1 300 300
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Description

Fee Code

Quantity

Amount

Sub-Total in
USD(S)

Extension-of-Time:

Miscellaneous:

Total in USD ($)

300

Ex.1002 / Page 5 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al




Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 44494413
Application Number: 16360964
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 9424

Title of Invention:

CONTAINER BASE AND LID WITH PLANAR AREA FOR FLAT APPLICATION OF
ADHESIVE MEMBRANE

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Maurice Joseph Paul Tabone

Customer Number:

64194

Filer:

Brian Patrick Lynch

Filer Authorized By:

Attorney Docket Number: 408889-0004
Receipt Date: 13-DEC-2021
Filing Date: 21-MAR-2019
Time Stamp: 09:42:11

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes

Payment Type CARD

Payment was successfully received in RAM $300

RAM confirmation Number E2021BC043100267

Deposit Account

Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:
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File Listing:

Document .. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name . . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (if appl.)
92398
1 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) Issue_Fee_Tabone.pdf no 1
013b160a24e2952b1781f1f809ab872c69cH
2d81
Warnings:
Information:
38004
2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
bb35780bd5121b06fa08a5993c652a982d 1,
b72ca
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes){ 130402

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

| EXAMINER |
64194 7590 09/13/2021
Niro McAndrews, LLP KIRSCH, ANDREW THOMAS
12 Beach Lane
Ogden Dunes, IN 46368 | ARTUNIT PAPER NUMBER |
3733
DATE MAILED: 09/13/2021
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO.
16/360,964 03/21/2019 Maurice Joseph Paul Tabone 408889-0004 9424

TITLE OF INVENTION: CONTAINER BASE AND LID WITH PLANAR AREA FOR FLAT APPLICATION OF ADHESIVE MEMBRANE

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE I PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional MICRO $300 $0.00 $0.00 $300 12/13/2021

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STATUTORY PERIOD
CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES NOT REFLECT A CREDIT
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN
THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST
TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity
fees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Mail
Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980.
It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at

www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.
Page 1 of 3

PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL
Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:  (571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate. All
further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected
below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications.
Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address)

64194 7590 09/13/2021 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
Niro McAndrews. LLP I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
’ States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
12 Beach Lane addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
Ogden Dunes, IN 46368 the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.
(Typed or printed name)
(Signature)
(Date)l
I APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/360,964 03/21/2019 Maurice Joseph Paul Tabone 408889-0004 9424
TITLE OF INVENTION: CONTAINER BASE AND LID WITH PLANAR AREA FOR FLAT APPLICATION OF ADHESIVE MEMBRANE
| APPLN. TYPE | ENTITY STATUS I ISSUE FEE DUE I PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE | DATE DUE |
nonprovisional MICRO $300 $0.00 $0.00 $300 12/13/2021

I EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
KIRSCH, ANDREW THOMAS 3733 220-833000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address” (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). (1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
or agents OR, alternatively, 1

M| Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence

Address form PTO/SB/122) attached (2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a

registered attorney or agent) and the names of upto 2
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is
listed, no name will be printed.

(] "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/
SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number is required.

. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

|95}

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : (] Individual [ Corporation or other private group entity (] Government

4a. Fees submitted: [MIssue Fee (JPublication Fee (if required) [JAdvance Order - # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above)

(] Blectronic Payment via EFS-Web [ Enclosed check (] Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

[ The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.
NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

M| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

M| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

M| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature Date
Typed or printed name Registration No.
Page 2 of 3
PTOL-85 Part B (08-18) Approved for use through 01/31/2020 OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

I APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/360,964 03/21/2019 Maurice Joseph Paul Tabone 408889-0004 9424
| EXAMINER |
64194 7590 09/13/2021
Niro McAndrews, LLP KIRSCH, ANDREW THOMAS
12 Beach Lane
Ogden Dunes, IN 46368 | ARTUNIT PAPER NUMBER |

3733

DATE MAILED: 09/13/2021

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the requirement
that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See Revisions to Patent
Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer providing an initial
patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to provide a patent term
adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant approximately three weeks prior
to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the patent. Any request for reconsideration
of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term adjustment) should follow the process
outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3 of 3

PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)

Ex.1002 / Page 10 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al



OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and Budget
approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency request to
collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration date for the
agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the agency to inform
the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon
the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions
for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office,
U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection
of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements
of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)
(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information
is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent
application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not
be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment
of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5§ U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records may
be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the
Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting
a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply
with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility
to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C.
2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection
of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall
not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed
in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application
is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)
16/360,964 Tabone, Maurice Joseph Paul

Notice of Allowability Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
ANDREW T KIRSCH 3733 No

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
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"5200354" | "5775516" | "6053321" |
"6230964" | "6244444" | "6308832" |
"6364115" | "7931148" | "D263684" |
"D305000" | "D376314" | "D407015" |
"D411448" | "D420905" | "D448288" |
"D479127" | "D531028" | "D534421" |
"D553489" | "D600113" | "D601014" |
"D606392" | "D615858" | "D624399" |
"D624402" | "D624403" | f
"D624815").PN. OR ("8616373").URPN.

CDERWENT
US-PGPUB; OR

| USPAT;
_USOCR;
'EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT

- US-PGPUB;
- USPAT;

_USOCR;
'EPO; JPO;

_DERWENT
‘US-PGPUB; OR

|USPAT;
'USOCR

OR

S ON 2014/09/12
1813

12014/09/12
:18:24 -

ON  2014/09/12
:18:24 :

S70

71

572

136
46

%

"220".clas. and (flange rim) with (die
- with cut$4)

220" clas. and (flange rim) with (die
with cut$4) same (holes apertures)

:"220".clas. and (flange rim) with (die
- with cut$4) same (holes apertures
. slots)

"220".clas. and (flange rim) with (die
-with cut$4) with (holes apertures slots)
: :USOCR;

US-PGPUB;
|USPAT;
'USOCR;

.EPO; JPO;

DERWENT
US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR;

EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT

US-PGPUB;
 USPAT;
 USOCR;
'EPO; JPO;
'DERWENT

 US-PGPUB;

USPAT;

_EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT

‘OR

oR

OR

oR

ON  2014/09/15

215:49

ON  2014/09/15
1556

ON 2014/09/15

15:57

ON  2014/09/15
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:S74 56 - (US-20100001014-$ or US- -US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON :2014/09/15
2 : $20050082185-$ or US-20130062342-$  USPAT; ; 116:19 :

;or US-20040226955-$).did. or (US- :USOCR; :

' 5893587-$ or US-6352170-$ or US- :DERWENT

1 4202464-$ or US-3552634-$ or US- :

- 3561668-$ or US-4346833-4 or US-

:D615858-$ or US-D631337-$ or US-

16129233-$ or US-6131760-$ or US-

16170723-$ or US-6364100-$ or US-

: 7258233-$ or US-4499353-$ or US-

:6412637-$ or US-7556173-$ or US-

1 4193496-$ or US-7762421-$ or US-

- 4969570-$ or US-7073309-$ or US-

i 5174464-$ or US-5261551-$ or US-

 5433412-$ or US-4884718-$ or US-

: 5704649-$ or US-6070723-$).did. or

i (US-5866183-$ or US-4570818-$ or :

' US-5405009-$ or US-4005776-$ or US-

14312451-$ or US-4209095-$ or US- :

- 5353935-$ or US-6016914-$ or US-

: 4266666-$ or US-4739883-$ or US-

24842141-$ or US-5129517-$).did. or

' (US-3082903-% or US-3344974-$ or :

: US-3417897-$ or US-2780385-$ or US- :

© 1582489-$ or US-3096905-$ or US- :

:3129014-$ or US-1343955-$ or US-

- 3182851-% or US-1743980-% or US-

i 3397774-$ or US-3495758-$ or US- :

- 3327843-$).did. or (US-5405009-$).did. -

'S75 19 574 and transparent ‘US-PGPUB; OR "ON :2014/09/15
L % USPAT; 116:19 :
{USOCR; : :
‘EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT

576 4 'S74 and transparent and food 'US-PGPUB; ' OR ‘ON
L | USPAT;
- USOCR;
-EPO; JPO;
: : : :DERWENT : :
'S77 2,403 ©220/315 ‘US-PGPUB; OR ON
; ; USPAT;
‘USOCR;
EPO; JPO;
‘DERWENT

S78 471 220/833 |USPAT “OR ON

S79 300 220/826 S USPAT R ON
f : : : : ~ 16:54

'S80 3,568  206/459.5 'US-PGPUB; OR ON
o z (USPAT; f
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{US-PGPUB;
- USPAT;
:USOCR;
‘EPO; JPO;
‘DERWENT

US-PGPUB;
_USPAT;
USOCR;
'EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT
US-PGPUB;
_USPAT;
| USOCR;

'EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT

583

1206/1.5

© b65d55/0818.cpc. b65d55/06.cpc.
: b65d43/162.cpc. b65d43/163.cpc.
- b65d2203/02.cpc.

OR

‘ON :2014/09/15
16:54 :

ON  2015/10/20
: 13:35 :

S84

85

272

b65d2251/1016.cpc.

| 's125921"pn.

|US-PGPUB;
|USPAT;
 USOCR;
EPQ; IPO;
'DERWENT

US-PGPUB;
_USPAT;
|USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
. DERWENT

OR

R

ON  2015/10/20

;13:35

ON  2015/10/21
1325

586

587

:3,042

285

. b65d55/0818.cpc. b65d55/06.cpc.
b65d43/162.cpc. b65d43/163.cpc.
b65d2203/02.cpc.

b65d2251/1016.cc.

US-PGPUB;
 USPAT;
 USOCR;
'EPO; JPO;
DERWENT

- US-PGPUB;
- USPAT;
-USOCR;
“EPO; JPO;
' DERWENT

“OR

oR

‘ON  12016/08/02

15:24

ON  2016/08/02
115:24 :

89

20

b65d55/0818.cpc. b65d55/06.cpc.
: b65d43/162.cpc. b65d43/163.cpc.
- b65d2203/02.cpc.

be5d2251/1016.cpc.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
 USOCR;
'EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT
 US-PGPUB;
(USPAT;
'USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT

oR

2017/06/15
11:39 :

ON  2017/06/15
: 11:39
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("1695286" | "2138241" | "2202279" |
"2544975" | "2885135" | "3043354" |
"3082903" | "3344974" | "3397774" |
"3580485" | "3670952" | "3902540" |
"3942707" | "3955710" | "4096986" |
"4202464" | "4312451" | "D165219" |
"D258268").PN. OR ("4570818").URPN.

("3495758").URPN.

US-PGPUB;
_USPAT;
-USOCR

OFF  2018/12/10
o1res
OFF  2018/12/10
111:30 ;

1592

593

83

("4060173" | "4098430" | "4427129" |
"4498589" | "4499353" | ,
"4570818").PN. OR ("4687129").URPN.
("2937746" | "3424306" | "3776375" |
"3856137" | "3881601" | "3937389" |
"4427705" | "4512474" | "4687129" |
"4896770" | "D185890" | "D267394" |
"D294123" | "D305733").PN. OR
("5018622").URPN.

US-PGPUB;
|USPAT;
_USOCR

- US-PGPUB;
{USPAT;

USOCR

-OR

R

%OFF 2018/12/10

;11:32

OFF  2018/12/10
: :11:35 :

1594

595

413

213

b65d2251/1016.cpc.

: (b65d55/0818.cpc. b65d55/06.cpc.
: b65d43/162.cpc. b65d43/163.cpc.
- b65d2203/02.cpc.) and label and

. flange

US-PGPUB;
|USPAT;

- USOCR;
‘EPO; JPO;

DERWENT

US-PGPUB;
_USPAT;
|USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
. DERWENT

OR

R

%ON 2018/12/10

11:47

ON  2018/12/10
11:47 3

596

597

599

1388

175

b65d25/36.cpc.
b65d2101/0007.cpc.
 B65B7/2864.cpc.

- BesD77/36.cpc.

- US-PGPUB;
 USPAT;

- USOCR;
:EPO; JPO;

'DERWENT

' US-PGPUB;
USPAT;

. USOCR;
'EPO; JPO;
DERWENT

'US-PGPUB;
|USPAT;

| USOCR;
'EPO; JPO;

_DERWENT
US-PGPUB;
(USPAT;

‘USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
. DERWENT

“OR

oR

oR

‘ON  12018/12/10

14:24

ON  2018/12/10
:14:26 :

2018/12/10
114:33 ;

ON  2018/12/10
: %14:49
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5103

 (tabone near2 maurice ).in.

;("20040226955" | "4312451" |
:"5405009" | "5636737" | "5893587" |
1"6352170" | "6540074").PN.

(tabone near2 maurice near2 joseph
“near2 paul).in.

(tabone near2 maurice).in.

 US-PGPUB;
_USPAT

US-PGPUB;
- USPAT;
:USOCR;
:EPO; JPO;
:DERWENT

US-PGPUB;
_USPAT;
USOCR;

.EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT

US-PGPUB;
|USPAT;

| USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
DERWENT

R

OFF  2018/12/10
: 115:24 :

ON  2018/12/10
16:13 :

ON  2018/12/10
: 16:13 :

15104

5105

2

§(tabone near2 joseph near2 paul).in.

(tabone near2 joseph).in.

 US-PGPUB;
|USPAT;
 USOCR;
EPO; JPO;
'DERWENT

US-PGPUB;
_USPAT;
|USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
. DERWENT

OR

R

%ON 2018/12/10

‘16:14

ON  2018/12/10
116:14 3

15108

5109

50

141

 B65D77/36.cpc.

B6SB7/2864.cpc.

:US-PGPUB;
‘USPAT;
“USOCR;
:EPO; JPO;
‘DERWENT

- US-PGPUB;
- USPAT;
-USOCR;
“EPO; JPO;
' DERWENT

“OR

oR

‘ON  12020/12/28

§16:21

ON  2020/12/28
:16:21 :

sti1

40

b65d2101/0007.cpc.

besd25/36.cpc.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
 USOCR;
'EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT
US-PGPUB;
|USPAT;
'USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT

R

2020/12/28
16:21 :

ON  2020/12/28
g 16:21
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'OFF  2021/05/21
% 115:00 :

5112 62

su3 e

("3257062" | "3305086" | "4494650" |
"4650076" | "4732273" | "4753366" |
"4757899" | "4795080" | "4798133" |
"4872608" | "4886204" | "5046659" |
"5165947" | "5169014" | "5232094" |
"5269430").PN. OR ("5405009").URPN.
("20010002268" | "20030047474" |
"20030192808" | "20060138020" |
"20060144744" | 20060237454 |
"20060289549" | "20070095695" |
"20080020120" | "20080305218" |
"20090206082" | "2256723" |
"2715458" | "3128030" | "3164478" |
"3306462" | "3372812" | "3376046" |
"3410698" | "3740238" | "3937389" |
"4014450" | "4576330" | "4640416" |
"4844263" | "5009312" | "5046659" |
"5071060" | "5169014" | "5176272" |
"5310070" | "5405009" | "5445397" |
"5584408" | "5862930" | "5954203" |
"5996787" | "6054159" | "6220442" |
"6332546" | "6889838" | "7073680" |
"7243813" | "7243815" | "7284673" |
"7568589" | "7712626" | "D227226" |
"D267911" | "D287545" | "D308826" |
"D323114" | "D349050" | "D388324" |
"D502869" | "D510804" | "D571654" |

_US-PGPUB; OR
'USPAT;
_USOCR

US-PGPUB; OR
_USPAT;
{USOCR

OFF  2021/05/21

.S114 .97

S115 108

15116173

5117 1,368

("1695286" | "2138241" | "2202279" |
"2544975" | "2885135" | "3043354" |
"3082903" | "3344974" | "3397774" |
"3580485" | "3670952" | "3902540" |
"3942707" | "3955710" | "4096986" |
"4202464" | "4312451" | "D165219" |
"D258268").PN. OR ("4570818").URPN.
("1695286" | "2138241" | "2202279" |
"3082903" | "3344974" | "3397774" |
"3580485" | "3670952").PN. OR
("4202464").URPN.

§b65d2401/05.cpc.

b65d2203/02.coc.

'US-PGPUB; OR
(USPAT;
'USOCR

US-PGPUB; OR
USPAT;
_USOCR

US-PGPUB; OR
| USPAT;

: USOCR;

EPO; JPO;
‘DERWENT
‘US-PGPUB; OR
USPAT; :
- USOCR;
'EPO; JPO;
‘DERWENT

OFF

ON

2021/05/21
1825

ON 2021/05/21

118:30
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15120 1,857

 b65d2203/02.cpc. and b65d43/162.cpc.
i _USPAT;
 USOCR;

US-PGPUB; 2021/05/21

§18:30

EPO; JPO;

; DERWENT
- b65d51/245.cpc. and b65d43/162.cpc.

: :USPAT;
{USOCR;
'EPO; JPO;
{DERWENT

b65d25/205.cpc. US-PGPUB;
z  USPAT;

- USOCR;

US-PGPUB; OR  ON  2021/05/21
f ? :18:32 5

2021/05/21

‘OR
5 118:34

‘ON

.EPO; JPO;

:DERWENT

S121:17

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 220cIasandflangesamelabelsame
. (adhes$4 adher$4)

b65d25/205.cpc. and b65d43/162.cpc.

1("3082903" | "3410698" | :
:"3437199").PN. OR ("3556337").URPN. :
' ‘USOCR

. US-PGPUB;
 USPAT;

OR

‘USOCR;

EPO; JPO;

_USPAT;
USOCR;

_EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT

US-PGPUB;

US-PGPUB; 2021/05/21

%18:36

USPAT;

5124 1126,932

S50

127

- (tamper4$)(sticker label) same
(adhes$4 adher$4)

"220".clas. and flange same
- (tamper4$) same (sticker label) same
(adhes$4 adher$4)

© "220".clas. and flange same
. (tamper$4) same (sticker label) same
(adhes$4 adher$4)

"220".clas. and flange same

-US-PGPUB;
- USPAT;
- USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
‘DERWENT

- US-PGPUB;
- USPAT;
-USOCR;
“EPO; JPO;
' DERWENT

"220".clas. and flange same
(tamper4$) same (sticker label)

'US-PGPUB;
|USPAT;
 USOCR;

“OR ‘ON  12021/05/21

118:46

2021/05/21

oN
5 :18:46

oR

2021/05/21
118:46 :

_EPO; JPO;

. DERWENT
US-PGPUB;
|USPAT;
|USOCR;
_EPO; JPO;

2021/05/21

R |
18:46

- DERWENT
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1512820 "220".clas. and flange same -US-PGPUB; ' OR ‘ON  2021/05/21
; 2 : (tamper$4) same (sticker label) : USPAT; ; :18:46 :
:USOCR; : :
‘EPO; JPO;
; ; : §DERWENT : : : :
1S129 536  b65d43/162.cpc. and (tamper sticker  : US-PGPUB; OR “ON :2021/05/21
; : : label) :USPAT; i :18:47 :
{USOCR; ’ ?
.EPO; JPO;
{DERWENT

'S130 11 ("10574956" | "20040226955" | 'US-PGPUB; OR 'OFF 1 2021/05/24
- "20170341833" | "4312451" | USPAT 2 111:51 -
"4570818" | "5018622" | "5405009" | : :
"5636737" | "5893587" | "6352170" |
"6540074").PN.

5131 3 "4986414".pn. _US-PGPUB; OR 'ON  2021/05/24
o % (USPAT; 112:05 :
'USOCR;
'EPO; JPO;
DERWENT

51328 ((("TABONE") near3 ("Maurice"))).INV. :US-PGPUB; OR 'OFF  2021/05/24
z : (USPAT; 113:21 '
'USOCR;
_EPO; JPO; i
'DERWENT !

EAST Search History (Interference)

. Ref Hlts Search Query ' DBs Default §PIuraIs§Time Stampi
o - Operator
L8 0 (container base floor lid hinge cavity top  USPAT: AND ON  2021/09/07
: f -extension edge hole sidewall rim area : i 10:56
label).clm. :

15106 0 (container lid base surface cavity sidewall USPAT AND OFF  2018/12/10
f f :flange coplanar configuration membrane f : f :15:46
-adjacent flat).clm. :

S107 1 "5018627".pn. USPAT AND OFF  2018/12/10
; o ; z 116:02 ;

9/7/2021 10:56:27 AM
H:\Workspaces\15656623.wsp
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Application of:
Examiner: Kirsch
Tabone, Maurice
Group Art Unit: 3733
Serial No. 16/360,964
Confirmation No. 9424
Filed: March 21, 2019

N’ N N N N N N e’

Mail Stop: Responses
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Supplemental Response to Non-Final Office Action

Applicant submits this supplemental responsive to office action to address a
typographical error in the response filed August 25, 2021 and remove an limitation from claim
49. The arguments presented in the August 25, 2021 response are herein incorporated by

reference.

Respectfully submitted,

Date: August 27,2021

rian Lynch
Registration No. 58,794
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In the claims:

Please amend claims 48 and 49 as follows:

1-20. (Cancelled)

21.(Previously Amended) A container for packaging a product, the container comprising:
a base having a floor;
a lid movable about a hinge with respect to the base from an open position to a closed position,
wherein the closed position defines a cavity inside the container between the floor and the
lid,
the base, lid, and hinge having a unitary construction from a material having a generally defined
thickness between a first material surface and a second material surface disposed on
immediately opposite sides of the material, wherein at least a portion of the first material
surface is parallel to an immediately opposite portion of the second material surface;
the cavity having
a base portion dimensioned to contain a first portion of the product in the base and
a lid portion dimensioned to contain a second portion of the product in the lid, and
wherein
the lid portion is disposed beyond the base and outward from the base portion,
and
the cavity is generally defined by the second material surface;
the lid having

a substantially flat top disposed parallel to the floor when the lid is in the closed position,

-2/21-
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a substantially planar frontal extension
extending from the substantially flat lid top to a bottom edge of the lid,
wherein
the bottom edge is between, and outward from both, the substantially flat
lid top and the floor when the lid is in the closed position,
the substantially planar frontal extension extends obliquely relative to the
floor from the substantially flat lid top when the lid is in the closed
position,
having a first planar area on the substantially planar frontal extension’s portion of
the first material surface, and
having a first lid hole fully encompassed within a substantially planar lid area;
the base having
a sidewall extending from the floor to a base rim that generally defines an opening for the
base portion of the cavity, wherein the sidewall and floor each includes portions of both
the first and second material surfaces;
a base extension
extending from the base,
having
a primary surface area with a flat portion facing external to the cavity wherein the
flat portion is bounded by a first boundary and a second boundary,
a second planar area on the flat portion disposed obliquely to the floor, and
a secondary surface area that is

on the direct opposite side of the material from the flat portion and
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is an extension of the sidewall’s portion of the first material surface; and
wherein in the closed position

the first planar area, the second planar area, and the first and second boundaries of the flat
portion are all generally coplanar,

a first flat portion of a label covers both
the primary surface area of the base extension and the substantially planar lid area
of the substantially planar frontal extension, and

the primary surface area is adjacent to the substantially planar lid area of the substantially

planar frontal extension.

22 .(Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the lid has a lid rim that generally defines an opening for the lid portion of the cavity,
the bottom edge of the lid is located on the lid rim, and
the first flat portion of the label fully extends
from adjacent the substantially flat top

to the bottom edge of the lid.

23.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the first lid hole is fully circumscribed by a planar lid hole edge of the substantially planar lid

area.

24 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 23 wherein the base extension extends into

the first 1id hole when the lid is in the closed position, and
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the bottom edge of the lid is distant from the floor when the lid is in the closed position.

25.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the label has a second flat portion located between a third flat portion and the first flat portion of
the label, wherein

the second flat portion is located on the substantially flat top of the lid, and

the first flat portion is separated from the third flat portion by the width of the

substantially flat top of the lid.

26.(Previously Amended) The container of claim 21 wherein
the bottom edge of the lid extends from nearly adjacent the first lid hole to nearly adjacent a
second lid hole in the substantially planar lid area of the substantially planar frontal extension,

and the base has a rectangular cross section.

27.(Previously Amended) The container of claim 26 wherein
between the first lid hole and the second lid hole the bottom edge of the lid has a convex

curvature, and the base and lid are thermoformed from the material.

28.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the floor of the base has a length and a width, wherein
the length of the floor is bounded by a first end and a second end, and the substantially

planar frontal extension fully extends the length of the floor.
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29.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 28 wherein

the label fully extends the length of the floor.

30.(Previously Amended) The container of claim 21 wherein
the first lid hole is entirely located between the bottom edge of the lid and the substantially flat
top of the lid, and

the lid includes a plurality of domes adjacent to and flanking the substantially flat top.

31.(Previously Presented) A container for packaging a product,
the container comprising;:
a base having a floor;
a lid moveable about a hinge with respect to the base from:
a substantially open position to
a substantially closed position,
wherein the substantially closed position substantially defines a cavity disposed
substantially inside the container between the floor and the lid, the base and lid
both formed from a container material;
the cavity having
a base portion of the cavity dimensioned to contain at least a first portion of the product
disposed substantially inside the base, and
a lid portion of the cavity having a shape suitable to contain at least a second portion of
the product disposed outside the base portion of the cavity when the lid is in the

substantially closed position, wherein the lid portion of the cavity is disposed at
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least generally beyond the base and generally outward from the base portion of
the cavity;
the container material having
a material thickness generally defined by a first material surface disposed on an
immediately opposite side of the container material to a second material surface,
and
wherein a portion of the first material surface is substantially parallel with respect to an
immediately opposite portion of the second material surface;
the lid having
a substantially flat lid top area
disposed at least generally parallel to the floor when the lid is in the substantially
closed position and including
a lid top portion of the first material surface disposed on a first predominantly

external lid surface area,

a substantially planar frontal extension

extending from the substantially flat lid top area to a bottom edge of the lid,

wherein the bottom edge of the lid is
between the substantially flat lid top area and the floor when the lid is in
the substantially closed position and
beyond an area directly between the substantially flat lid top area and floor
when the lid is in the substantially closed position, and

having a lid front portion of the first material surface disposed on a second

predominantly external lid surface area extending generally downwardly from the
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substantially flat lid top area when the lid is in the substantially closed position
and the floor is positioned substantially horizontal with the substantially flat lid
top area located above the floor, wherein the substantially planar frontal extension
is disposed facing substantially upwardly with respect to the floor, and
a lid end portion defined generally at a margin of the lid, and
a lid hole substantially defined in the container material
by a lid hole edge and
fully encompassed within a substantially planar lid area,

wherein the second material surface of the substantially flat lid top area and the second
material surface of the substantially planar frontal extension intersect at an obtuse
angle;

the base having

the floor wherein, with respect to the cavity, the floor comprises an external floor surface
area disposed on the first material surface and an internal floor surface area
disposed on the second material surface,

a sidewall extending generally upwardly from the floor having, with respect to the cavity,
a predominantly external sidewall surface area disposed on the first material
surface and a predominantly internal sidewall surface area disposed on the second
material surface,

a rim wherein, a portion of the rim partially defines a base opening suitable for at least
partial receipt of the product into the base portion of the cavity, and

a base extension generally extending from the rim, the base extension comprising a

primary surface area disposed facing substantially externally with respect to the

-8/21-

Ex.1002 / Page 40 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al



base portion of the cavity, wherein the primary surface area comprising a flat
portion disposed on an extension of the predominantly internal sidewall surface
area of the second material surface, and wherein the base extension having a
secondary surface area on an immediately opposite side of the container material
to the flat portion of primary surface area, the secondary surface area disposed on
an extension of the predominantly external sidewall surface area of the first
material surface

wherein when the lid is in the substantially closed position, the substantially planar
frontal extension is disposed obliquely to the floor and projects generally away
from the hinge from, the substantially flat lid top area to, the lid end portion,
wherein the substantially planar frontal extension terminates substantially at the
margin;

a label

covering the substantially flat lid top area of the lid,

having a substantially flat portion covering the substantially planar frontal extension,

wherein
the label extends beyond the substantially planar frontal extension,
when the lid is in the substantially closed position, the label covers the flat portion

of the base extension; and
the lid having a first planar area disposed on the substantially planar frontal extension, the base
having a second planar area disposed on the flat portion of the primary surface disposed
obliquely to the floor,

wherein the first planar area and the second planar area are
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generally coplanar and
disposed facing externally with respect to the cavity when the lid is in the

substantially closed position.

32.(Previously Amended) The container of claim 31 wherein,

in the substantially closed position, both, the lid hole and the lid hole edge are entirely
encompassed within the substantially planar frontal extension, and

the first planar area has a surface area greater than 5 cm?.

33.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 31 wherein

the substantially flat lid top area has a width disposed generally between the hinge and the
substantially planar frontal extension;
the label has
a first flat portion encompassing the substantially flat portion,
a second flat portion covering the substantially flat lid top area, and
a third flat portion,
wherein the first flat portion is separated from the third flat portion by the width of the

substantially flat lid top area.

34.(Previously Presented) A container for packaging contents intended for sale wherein, the
contents comprising a product, the container comprising;:
a container material substantially comprising a base, a floor and, a lid moveable with respect to

the base from, at least one substantially open position to, at least one substantially closed
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position wherein, the at least one substantially closed position substantially defining a cavity
disposed substantially inside the container between the floor and the lid;
the cavity comprising:
a base portion of the cavity to contain at least a first portion of the product disposed
substantially inside the base; and
a lid portion of the cavity modified to contain at least a second portion of the product
disposed substantially outside the base portion of the cavity wherein,
the container material further comprising;:
a material thickness having a dimension generally defined by two material surfaces
wherein, a first of the two material surfaces is disposed on an immediately opposite side
of the container material with respect to a second of the two material surfaces and
wherein, at least one portion of the first of the two material surfaces is disposed
substantially parallel with respect to an immediately opposite portion of the second of the

two material surfaces;

the lid comprising;:
the lid portion of the cavity comprising a shape suitable to contain at least the second
portion of the product disposed outside the base when the lid is in the at least one
substantially closed position wherein, the lid portion of the cavity is disposed at least
generally beyond the base and generally outwardly with respect to the base portion of the
cavity;
a hinged attachment to the base disposed generally adjacent to a hinged side of the lid
wherein, the lid is movable about the hinged attachment between, the at least one

substantially open position and, the at least one substantially closed position;
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a substantially flat lid top area disposed at least generally parallel to the floor when the lid
is in the at least one substantially closed position wherein, the substantially flat lid top
area comprising a lid top portion of the first of the two material surfaces disposed on a
first predominantly external lid surface area;

a substantially planar frontal extension comprising a lid front portion of the first of the
two material surfaces disposed on a second predominantly external lid surface area
extending generally downwardly from the substantially flat lid top area wherein, when
the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position and the floor is positioned
substantially horizontally, the substantially planar frontal extension is disposed facing
substantially upwardly with respect to the floor and, wherein comprising a lid end portion
defined generally at a margin of the lid wherein, the substantially planar frontal extension
is inclined at a reflex angle of less than 270 degrees with respect to the substantially flat
lid top area; and

at least one lid hole comprising an opening substantially defined in the container material
by a lid hole edge wherein, the at least one lid hole is fully encompassed within a

substantially planar lid area having the lid hole edge;

the base comprising:
the floor wherein, with respect to the cavity, the floor comprising, at least one external
floor surface area disposed on the first of the two material surfaces and at least one
internal floor surface area disposed on the second of the two material surfaces;
at least one sidewall extending generally upwardly from the floor and comprising, with

respect to the cavity, a predominantly external sidewall surface area disposed on the first
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of the two material surfaces and a predominantly internal sidewall surface area disposed
on the second of the two material surfaces;

a rim wherein, at least one portion of the rim partially defines a base opening suitable for
at least partial receipt of the product into the base portion of the cavity; and

at least one base extension generally extending from the at least one portion of the rim,
the at least one base extension comprising a primary surface area disposed facing
substantially externally with respect to the base portion of the cavity wherein, the primary
surface area comprising a flat portion disposed on an extension of the predominantly
internal sidewall surface area of the second of the two material surfaces and, wherein, the
at least one base extension comprising a secondary surface area on an immediately
opposite side of the container material to the flat portion of primary surface area, the
secondary surface area disposed on an extension of the predominantly external sidewall
surface area of the first of the two material surfaces wherein,

when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position and the container is
orientated wherein the floor is substantially horizontal and the at least one external floor
surface area faces substantially downwardly, the substantially planar frontal extension is
disposed obliquely to the floor and projects generally downwardly in a direction generally
away from the hinged side of the lid from, the substantially flat lid top area to, the lid end
portion wherein the substantially planar frontal extension terminates substantially at the

margin;

the container further comprising:
a first planar area disposed on the lid, within the bounds of the substantially planar frontal

extension; and
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a second planar area disposed on the flat portion of the primary surface, disposed obliquely with
respect to the floor wherein,
when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position,

the first planar area and the second planar area face substantially in the same direction wherein,

the container comprising;
a substantially flat area, inclined at a reflex angle of less than 270 degrees with respect to
the substantially flat lid top area wherein, the substantially flat area comprising:
a circumferential dimension which is substantially less than each of, a largest internal
perimeter of the base opening and an outermost perimeter of the lid;
an edge of the first planar area and at least part of the second planar area, disposed facing
at least substantially externally with respect to the cavity; and
at least one surface configuration between the lid and the base comprising, at least, the first
planar area of the lid, at least two distinct boundary portions of the flat portion of the primary
surface area and, the flat portion of the primary surface area of the at least one base extension
wherein, the flat portion comprising the second planar area disposed substantially co-planar with
respect to, both, the lid front portion of the first of the two material surfaces and the at least two
distinct boundary portions, to comprise the substantially flat area, wherein,
the substantially flat area is disposed substantially outside of the cavity of the container and is
suitable to be covered in a generally flat fashion by a substantially flat portion of an entire label
wherein, the entire label is proposed to be received by the container wherein the entire label is

larger than the substantially flat area and wherein,
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the substantially flat portion of the entire label is proposed to contour substantially to the
substantially flat area, in the generally flat fashion, to cover at least two immediately adjacent
surface portions of the container with respect to the at least one surface configuration wherein,
a first of the at least two immediately adjacent surface portions is the entire flat portion of the
primary surface area of the at least one base extension and, a second of the at least two
immediately adjacent surface portions is disposed on the substantially planar frontal extension
wherein,

when contouring to the substantially flat area and covering the at least two immediately adjacent
surface portions in the generally flat fashion, the substantially flat portion of the entire label is
proposed to at least generally contour to an outermost shape of the container including, at least
each of, the lid front portion of the first of the two material surfaces of the substantially planar
frontal extension, the second planar area and, the at least two distinct boundary portions of the

flat portion of the primary surface area of the at least one base extension.

35.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 34 wherein, the at least one base extension
comprising a formed section wherein, the formed section stands proud of the at least one portion
of the rim wherein, the second planar area comprising a planar perimeter wherein, a portion of
the planar perimeter defines at least two distinct sides of the second planar area and wherein, the
at least one lid hole is disposed at least generally adjacent to the first planar area wherein, when
the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position, the at least one lid hole corresponds to
and mates with the at least two distinct sides of the second planar area, to expose the second
planar area wherein, facilitating the at least one surface configuration, to provide the

substantially flat area.
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36.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 35 wherein, the lid hole edge is
substantially planar and wherein, when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position,
the lid hole edge and the at least one lid hole are entirely encompassed within a perimeter of the

substantially flat area.

37.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 35 wherein, the substantially flat 1id top
area has a width disposed generally between the hinged side of the lid and the substantially
planar frontal extension; the entire label having a first flat label portion, a second flat label
portion, and a third flat label portion located between the first and second flat label portions,
wherein the first flat label portion comprising the substantially flat portion of the entire label,;
wherein, when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position and the entire label is
received by the container, the third flat label portion substantially spans the width of the
substantially flat lid top area and is located directly above the floor, the first flat label portion is
separated from the second flat label portion by the width of the substantially flat lid top area, and
the substantially flat area is both, substantially parallel and immediately adjacent with respect to

the first flat label portion.

38.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 35 wherein, when the lid is in the at least
one substantially closed position, the at least one lid hole corresponds with the flat portion of the
primary surface area wherein, the formed section of the at least one base extension protrudes

from the base, generally into the at least one lid hole, to provide the substantially flat area
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wherein, the substantially flat area is substantially coplanar with the planar perimeter of the flat

portion.

39.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 36 wherein, a portion of the margin of the
lid extends from, a first opening area adjacent to a first of the at least one lid hole to, a second
opening area adjacent to a second of the at least one lid hole wherein, the portion of the margin
includes a most forwardly extended point of the lid when the lid is in the at least one
substantially closed position wherein, the most forwardly extended point of the lid is generally
disposed at the front of the container, on a directly opposite side of the container to the hinged

attachment.

40.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 39 wherein, when the lid is in the at least
one substantially closed position, the portion of the margin includes at least one point which is

closer, to either of, the first lid hole and the second lid hole, than to the floor of the base.

41.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 34 wherein, the container comprising at
least one mechanical locking mechanism disposed within the perimeter of the substantially flat

area, to lock the lid to the base when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position.

42 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 41 wherein, when the lid is in the at least
one substantially closed position, the margin of the lid extends from

a first lock area adjacent to a first of the at least one mechanical locking mechanism to
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a second lock area adjacent to a second of the at least one mechanical locking
mechanism;
wherein between the first lock area and the second lock area, the margin has at least one convex

curvature portion.

43 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 41 further comprising a chamfered
abutment of an edge of the first planar area and at least a part of the second planar area disposed

within the perimeter of the substantially flat area.

44 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 41 wherein, the first planar area and the
second planar area partially overlap when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed
position;

further comprising an overlap of a lid material portion and a base material portion, disposed
within the perimeter of the substantially flat area when the lid is in the at least one substantially

closed position.

45 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 44 wherein, the overlap includes the first
planar area located adjacent to the second planar area and disposed within the perimeter of the

substantially flat area.

46.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 45 wherein, first planar area of the overlap
is separated from the second planar area of the overlap by the dimension of the material

thickness.
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47 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 45 wherein, the substantially flat area is
covered with the substantially flat portion of the entire label in the generally flat fashion, to span

the overlap.

48.(Previously Amended) A container for packaging a product, the container comprising:
a base having a floor;
a lid movable about a hinge with respect to the base from an open position to a closed position,
wherein the closed position defines a cavity inside the container between the floor and the
lid;
the base, lid, and hinge having a unitary construction from a material having a generally defined
thickness between a first material surface and a second material surface disposed on
immediately opposite sides of the material, wherein at least a portion of the first material
surface is parallel to an immediately opposite portion of the second material surface;
the cavity having
a base portion dimensioned to contain a first portion of the product in the base and
a lid portion dimensioned to contain a second portion of the product in the lid, and
wherein, when the lid is in the closed position,
the lid portion of the cavity is disposed beyond the base and adjacent to the base
portion of the cavity, and
the cavity is generally defined by the second material surface;
the lid having a lid area comprising a first area disposed on the first material surface to face
substantially externally with respect to the cavity when the lid is in the closed position;
the base having
a sidewall extending from the floor to a base rim that generally defines an opening for the
base portion of the cavity, wherein the sidewall and floor each includes portions

of both the first and second material surfaces; and

-19/21 -

Ex.1002 / Page 51 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al



a base extension extending from the base, comprising a base area having a second area
configured to face substantially externally with respect to the cavity when the lid is in the
closed position;

wherein, when the lid is in the closed position,

a label location area is disposed substantially on
a first part of the first area of the lid and
a first part of the second area of the base extension,
the first part of the first area is adjacent to the first part of the second area and
substantially coplanar to
an adjacent flat part of the lid area, and
the first part of the first area of the lid surrounds the first part of the second area of the
base extension,
the label location area is configured to receive, on an outermost part of the container, a
flat portion of a label that
is substantially coplanar to the adjacent flat part of the lid area,
covers the first part of the first area and the first part of the second area,

and transverses the label location area.

49.(Currently Amended) The container of claim 48 wherein,
when the lid is in the closed position the base rim is located between the second area of the base

extension and the floor of the base;

the product is located within the cavity;

the container includes the flat portion of the label;

the base includes ribs adapted hold the product;
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the lid further includes a substantially flat lid top area and, when the lid is in the closed position,
the label location area is inclined at a reflex angle of less than 270 degrees with respect to

the substantially flat lid top area.

50.(Previously Amended) The container for packaging the product of claim 49 wherein,
the product is fresh retail produce;
the first area includes an edge portion comprising an edge of the material; and
when the lid is in the closed position
the second area of the base extension and the first area of the lid face substantially in the
same direction, and
the second area is disposed substantially adjacent to the edge portion of the first area of

the lid.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Application of:
Examiner: Kirsch
Tabone, Maurice
Group Art Unit: 3733
Serial No. 16/360,964
Confirmation No. 9424
Filed: March 21, 2019

N N N N N N e e’

Mail Stop: Responses
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Response to Non-Final Office Action

Responsive to the non-final office action mailed May 26, 2021, the Applicant submits

this amendment and response.
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In the claims:

Please amend claims 21, and 48-50 as follows:

1-20. (Cancelled)

21.(Currently Amended) A container for packaging a product, the container comprising:
a base having a floor;
a lid movable about a hinge with respect to the base from an open position to a closed position,
wherein the closed position defines a cavity inside the container between the floor and the
lid;
the base, lid, and hinge having a unitary construction from a material having a generally defined
thickness between a first material surface and a second material surface disposed on
immediately opposite sides of the material, wherein at least a portion of the first material
surface is parallel to an immediately opposite portion of the second material surface;
the cavity having
a base portion dimensioned to contain a first portion of the product in the base and
a lid portion dimensioned to contain a second portion of the product in the lid, and
wherein
the lid portion is disposed beyond the base and outward from the base portion,
and
the cavity is generally defined by the second material surface;
the lid having

a substantially flat top disposed parallel to the floor when the 1id is in the closed position,
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a substantially planar frontal extension
extending from the substantially flat lid top to a bottom edge of the lid,
wherein
the bottom edge is between, and outward from both, the substantially flat

lid top and the floor when the lid is in the closed position,

the substantially planar frontal extension extends obliquely relative to the

floor from the substantially flat lid top when the lid is in the closed

position,
having a first planar area on the substantially planar frontal extension’s portion of
the first material surface, and
having a first lid hole fully encompassed within a substantially planar lid area;
the base having
a sidewall extending from the floor to a base rim that generally defines an opening for the
base portion of the cavity, wherein the sidewall and floor each includes portions of both
the first and second material surfaces; surfaces;
a base extension
extending from the base,
having
a primary surface area with a flat portion facing external to the cavity wherein the
flat portion is bounded by a first boundary and a second boundary,
a second planar area on the flat portion disposed obliquely to the floor, and
a secondary surface area that is

on the direct opposite side of the material from the flat portion and
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is an extension of the sidewall’s portion of the first material surface; and
wherein in the closed position

the first planar area, the second planar area, and the first and second boundaries of the flat
portion are all generally coplanar,

a first flat portion of a label covers both
the primary surface area of the base extension and the substantially planar lid area
of the substantially planar frontal extension, and

the primary surface area is adjacent to the substantially planar lid area of the substantially

planar frontal extension.

22.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the lid has a lid rim that generally defines an opening for the lid portion of the cavity,
the bottom edge of the 1id is located on the lid rim, and
the first flat portion of the label fully extends
from adjacent the substantially flat top

to the bottom edge of the lid.

23.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the first lid hole is fully circumscribed by a planar lid hole edge of the substantially planar lid

area.

24 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 23 wherein the base extension extends into

the first lid hole when the lid is in the closed position, and
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the bottom edge of the 1id is distant from the floor when the lid is in the closed position.

25.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the label has a second flat portion located between a third flat portion and the first flat portion of
the label, wherein

the second flat portion is located on the substantially flat top of the lid, and

the first flat portion is separated from the third flat portion by the width of the

substantially flat top of the lid.

26.(Previously Amended) The container of claim 21 wherein
the bottom edge of the lid extends from nearly adjacent the first lid hole to nearly adjacent a
second lid hole in the substantially planar lid area of the substantially planar frontal extension,

and the base has a rectangular cross section.

27.(Previously Amended) The container of claim 26 wherein
between the first lid hole and the second lid hole the bottom edge of the lid has a convex

curvature, and the base and lid are thermoformed from the material.

28.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the floor of the base has a length and a width, wherein
the length of the floor is bounded by a first end and a second end, and the substantially

planar frontal extension fully extends the length of the floor.
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29.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 28 wherein

the label fully extends the length of the floor.

30.(Previously Amended) The container of claim 21 wherein
the first lid hole is entirely located between the bottom edge of the lid and the substantially flat
top of the lid, and

the lid includes a plurality of domes adjacent to and flanking the substantially flat top.

31.(Previously Presented) A container for packaging a product,
the container comprising:
a base having a floor;
a lid moveable about a hinge with respect to the base from:
a substantially open position to
a substantially closed position,
wherein the substantially closed position substantially defines a cavity disposed
substantially inside the container between the floor and the lid, the base and lid
both formed from a container material,;
the cavity having
a base portion of the cavity dimensioned to contain at least a first portion of the product
disposed substantially inside the base, and
a lid portion of the cavity having a shape suitable to contain at least a second portion of
the product disposed outside the base portion of the cavity when the lid is in the

substantially closed position, wherein the lid portion of the cavity is disposed at
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least generally beyond the base and generally outward from the base portion of
the cavity;
the container material having
a material thickness generally defined by a first material surface disposed on an
immediately opposite side of the container material to a second material surface,
and
wherein a portion of the first material surface is substantially parallel with respect to an
immediately opposite portion of the second material surface;
the lid having
a substantially flat lid top area
disposed at least generally parallel to the floor when the lid is in the substantially
closed position and including
a lid top portion of the first material surface disposed on a first predominantly

external lid surface area,

a substantially planar frontal extension

extending from the substantially flat lid top area to a bottom edge of the lid,

wherein the bottom edge of the lid is
between the substantially flat 1id top area and the floor when the lid is in
the substantially closed position and
beyond an area directly between the substantially flat lid top area and floor
when the lid is in the substantially closed position, and

having a lid front portion of the first material surface disposed on a second

predominantly external lid surface area extending generally downwardly from the
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substantially flat lid top area when the lid is in the substantially closed position
and the floor is positioned substantially horizontal with the substantially flat 1id
top area located above the floor, wherein the substantially planar frontal extension
is disposed facing substantially upwardly with respect to the floor, and
a lid end portion defined generally at a margin of the lid, and
a lid hole substantially defined in the container material
by alid hole edge and
fully encompassed within a substantially planar lid area,

wherein the second material surface of the substantially flat lid top area and the second
material surface of the substantially planar frontal extension intersect at an obtuse
angle;

the base having

the floor wherein, with respect to the cavity, the floor comprises an external floor surface
area disposed on the first material surface and an internal floor surface area
disposed on the second material surface,

a sidewall extending generally upwardly from the floor having, with respect to the cavity,
a predominantly external sidewall surface area disposed on the first material
surface and a predominantly internal sidewall surface area disposed on the second
material surface,

a rim wherein, a portion of the rim partially defines a base opening suitable for at least
partial receipt of the product into the base portion of the cavity, and

a base extension generally extending from the rim, the base extension comprising a

primary surface area disposed facing substantially externally with respect to the
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base portion of the cavity, wherein the primary surface area comprising a flat
portion disposed on an extension of the predominantly internal sidewall surface
area of the second material surface, and wherein the base extension having a
secondary surface area on an immediately opposite side of the container material
to the flat portion of primary surface area, the secondary surface area disposed on
an extension of the predominantly external sidewall surface area of the first
material surface

wherein when the lid is in the substantially closed position, the substantially planar
frontal extension is disposed obliquely to the floor and projects generally away
from the hinge from, the substantially flat lid top area to, the lid end portion,
wherein the substantially planar frontal extension terminates substantially at the
margin;

a label

covering the substantially flat lid top area of the lid,

having a substantially flat portion covering the substantially planar frontal extension,

wherein
the label extends beyond the substantially planar frontal extension,
when the lid is in the substantially closed position, the label covers the flat portion

of the base extension; and
the lid having a first planar area disposed on the substantially planar frontal extension, the base
having a second planar area disposed on the flat portion of the primary surface disposed
obliquely to the floor,

wherein the first planar area and the second planar area are
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generally coplanar and
disposed facing externally with respect to the cavity when the lid is in the

substantially closed position.

32.(Previously Amended) The container of claim 31 wherein,

in the substantially closed position, both, the lid hole and the lid hole edge are entirely
encompassed within the substantially planar frontal extension, and

the first planar area has a surface area greater than 5 cm?.

33.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 31 wherein

the substantially flat lid top area has a width disposed generally between the hinge and the
substantially planar frontal extension;
the label has
a first flat portion encompassing the substantially flat portion,
a second flat portion covering the substantially flat lid top area, and
a third flat portion,
wherein the first flat portion is separated from the third flat portion by the width of the

substantially flat 1id top area.

34 (Previously Presented) A container for packaging contents intended for sale wherein, the
contents comprising a product, the container comprising:
a container material substantially comprising a base, a floor and, a lid moveable with respect to

the base from, at least one substantially open position to, at least one substantially closed
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position wherein, the at least one substantially closed position substantially defining a cavity
disposed substantially inside the container between the floor and the lid;
the cavity comprising:
a base portion of the cavity to contain at least a first portion of the product disposed
substantially inside the base; and
a lid portion of the cavity modified to contain at least a second portion of the product
disposed substantially outside the base portion of the cavity wherein,
the container material further comprising:
a material thickness having a dimension generally defined by two material surfaces
wherein, a first of the two material surfaces is disposed on an immediately opposite side
of the container material with respect to a second of the two material surfaces and
wherein, at least one portion of the first of the two material surfaces is disposed
substantially parallel with respect to an immediately opposite portion of the second of the

two material surfaces;

the lid comprising:
the lid portion of the cavity comprising a shape suitable to contain at least the second
portion of the product disposed outside the base when the lid is in the at least one
substantially closed position wherein, the lid portion of the cavity is disposed at least
generally beyond the base and generally outwardly with respect to the base portion of the
cavity;
a hinged attachment to the base disposed generally adjacent to a hinged side of the lid
wherein, the lid is movable about the hinged attachment between, the at least one

substantially open position and, the at least one substantially closed position;
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a substantially flat lid top area disposed at least generally parallel to the floor when the lid
is in the at least one substantially closed position wherein, the substantially flat lid top
area comprising a lid top portion of the first of the two material surfaces disposed on a
first predominantly external lid surface area;

a substantially planar frontal extension comprising a lid front portion of the first of the
two material surfaces disposed on a second predominantly external lid surface area
extending generally downwardly from the substantially flat 1id top area wherein, when
the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position and the floor is positioned
substantially horizontally, the substantially planar frontal extension is disposed facing
substantially upwardly with respect to the floor and, wherein comprising a lid end portion
defined generally at a margin of the lid wherein, the substantially planar frontal extension
is inclined at a reflex angle of less than 270 degrees with respect to the substantially flat
lid top area; and

at least one lid hole comprising an opening substantially defined in the container material
by a lid hole edge wherein, the at least one lid hole is fully encompassed within a

substantially planar lid area having the lid hole edge;

the base comprising:
the floor wherein, with respect to the cavity, the floor comprising, at least one external
floor surface area disposed on the first of the two material surfaces and at least one
internal floor surface area disposed on the second of the two material surfaces;
at least one sidewall extending generally upwardly from the floor and comprising, with

respect to the cavity, a predominantly external sidewall surface area disposed on the first
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of the two material surfaces and a predominantly internal sidewall surface area disposed
on the second of the two material surfaces;

a rim wherein, at least one portion of the rim partially defines a base opening suitable for
at least partial receipt of the product into the base portion of the cavity; and

at least one base extension generally extending from the at least one portion of the rim,
the at least one base extension comprising a primary surface area disposed facing
substantially externally with respect to the base portion of the cavity wherein, the primary
surface area comprising a flat portion disposed on an extension of the predominantly
internal sidewall surface area of the second of the two material surfaces and, wherein, the
at least one base extension comprising a secondary surface area on an immediately
opposite side of the container material to the flat portion of primary surface area, the
secondary surface area disposed on an extension of the predominantly external sidewall
surface area of the first of the two material surfaces wherein,

when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position and the container is
orientated wherein the floor is substantially horizontal and the at least one external floor
surface area faces substantially downwardly, the substantially planar frontal extension is
disposed obliquely to the floor and projects generally downwardly in a direction generally
away from the hinged side of the lid from, the substantially flat lid top area to, the lid end
portion wherein the substantially planar frontal extension terminates substantially at the

margin;

the container further comprising:
a first planar area disposed on the lid, within the bounds of the substantially planar frontal

extension; and
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a second planar area disposed on the flat portion of the primary surface, disposed obliquely with
respect to the floor wherein,
when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position,

the first planar area and the second planar area face substantially in the same direction wherein,

the container comprising;
a substantially flat area, inclined at a reflex angle of less than 270 degrees with respect to
the substantially flat lid top area wherein, the substantially flat area comprising:
a circumferential dimension which is substantially less than each of, a largest internal
perimeter of the base opening and an outermost perimeter of the lid,;
an edge of the first planar area and at least part of the second planar area, disposed facing
at least substantially externally with respect to the cavity; and
at least one surface configuration between the lid and the base comprising, at least, the first
planar area of the lid, at least two distinct boundary portions of the flat portion of the primary
surface area and, the flat portion of the primary surface area of the at least one base extension
wherein, the flat portion comprising the second planar area disposed substantially co-planar with
respect to, both, the lid front portion of the first of the two material surfaces and the at least two
distinct boundary portions, to comprise the substantially flat area, wherein,
the substantially flat area is disposed substantially outside of the cavity of the container and is
suitable to be covered in a generally flat fashion by a substantially flat portion of an entire label
wherein, the entire label is proposed to be received by the container wherein the entire label is

larger than the substantially flat area and wherein,
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the substantially flat portion of the entire label is proposed to contour substantially to the
substantially flat area, in the generally flat fashion, to cover at least two immediately adjacent
surface portions of the container with respect to the at least one surface configuration wherein,
a first of the at least two immediately adjacent surface portions is the entire flat portion of the
primary surface area of the at least one base extension and, a second of the at least two
immediately adjacent surface portions is disposed on the substantially planar frontal extension
wherein,

when contouring to the substantially flat area and covering the at least two immediately adjacent
surface portions in the generally flat fashion, the substantially flat portion of the entire label is
proposed to at least generally contour to an outermost shape of the container including, at least
each of, the lid front portion of the first of the two material surfaces of the substantially planar
frontal extension, the second planar area and, the at least two distinct boundary portions of the

flat portion of the primary surface area of the at least one base extension.

35.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 34 wherein, the at least one base extension
comprising a formed section wherein, the formed section stands proud of the at least one portion
of the rim wherein, the second planar area comprising a planar perimeter wherein, a portion of
the planar perimeter defines at least two distinct sides of the second planar area and wherein, the
at least one lid hole is disposed at least generally adjacent to the first planar area wherein, when
the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position, the at least one lid hole corresponds to
and mates with the at least two distinct sides of the second planar area, to expose the second
planar area wherein, facilitating the at least one surface configuration, to provide the

substantially flat area.
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36.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 35 wherein, the lid hole edge is
substantially planar and wherein, when the 1id is in the at least one substantially closed position,
the lid hole edge and the at least one lid hole are entirely encompassed within a perimeter of the

substantially flat area.

37.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 35 wherein, the substantially flat lid top
area has a width disposed generally between the hinged side of the lid and the substantially
planar frontal extension; the entire label having a first flat label portion, a second flat label
portion, and a third flat label portion located between the first and second flat label portions,
wherein the first flat label portion comprising the substantially flat portion of the entire label;
wherein, when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position and the entire label is
received by the container, the third flat label portion substantially spans the width of the
substantially flat 1id top area and is located directly above the floor, the first flat label portion is
separated from the second flat label portion by the width of the substantially flat lid top area, and
the substantially flat area is both, substantially parallel and immediately adjacent with respect to

the first flat label portion.

38.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 35 wherein, when the lid is in the at least
one substantially closed position, the at least one lid hole corresponds with the flat portion of the
primary surface area wherein, the formed section of the at least one base extension protrudes

from the base, generally into the at least one 1id hole, to provide the substantially flat area
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wherein, the substantially flat area is substantially coplanar with the planar perimeter of the flat

portion.

39.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 36 wherein, a portion of the margin of the
lid extends from, a first opening area adjacent to a first of the at least one lid hole to, a second
opening area adjacent to a second of the at least one lid hole wherein, the portion of the margin
includes a most forwardly extended point of the lid when the lid is in the at least one
substantially closed position wherein, the most forwardly extended point of the lid is generally
disposed at the front of the container, on a directly opposite side of the container to the hinged

attachment.

40.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 39 wherein, when the 1id is in the at least
one substantially closed position, the portion of the margin includes at least one point which is

closer, to either of, the first lid hole and the second lid hole, than to the floor of the base.

41.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 34 wherein, the container comprising at
least one mechanical locking mechanism disposed within the perimeter of the substantially flat

area, to lock the lid to the base when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position.

42.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 41 wherein, when the lid is in the at least

one substantially closed position, the margin of the lid extends from

a first lock area adjacent to a first of the at least one mechanical locking mechanism to
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a second lock area adjacent to a second of the at least one mechanical locking
mechanism,;
wherein between the first lock area and the second lock area, the margin has at least one convex

curvature portion.

43 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 41 further comprising a chamfered
abutment of an edge of the first planar area and at least a part of the second planar area disposed

within the perimeter of the substantially flat area.

44 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 41 wherein, the first planar area and the
second planar area partially overlap when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed
position;

further comprising an overlap of a lid material portion and a base material portion, disposed
within the perimeter of the substantially flat area when the lid is in the at least one substantially

closed position.

45.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 44 wherein, the overlap includes the first
planar area located adjacent to the second planar area and disposed within the perimeter of the

substantially flat area.

46.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 45 wherein, first planar area of the overlap
is separated from the second planar area of the overlap by the dimension of the material

thickness.
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47.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 45 wherein, the substantially flat area is
covered with the substantially flat portion of the entire label in the generally flat fashion, to span

the overlap.

48.(Currently Amended) A container for packaging a product, the container comprising:
a base having a floor;
a lid movable about a hinge with respect to the base from an open position to a closed position,
wherein the closed position defines a cavity inside the container between the floor and the
lid;
the base, lid, and hinge having a unitary construction from a material having a generally defined
thickness between a first material surface and a second material surface disposed on
immediately opposite sides of the material, wherein at least a portion of the first material
surface is parallel to an immediately opposite portion of the second material surface;
the cavity having
a base portion dimensioned to contain a first portion of the product in the base and
a lid portion dimensioned to contain a second portion of the product in the lid, and
wherein, when the lid is in the closed position,
the lid portion of the cavity is disposed beyond the base and adjacent to eutward
from the base portion of the cavity, and

the cavity is generally defined by the second material surface;
the lid having a lid area comprising a first area disposed on the first material surface to face
substantially externally with respect to the cavity when the lid is in the closed position;
the base having
a sidewall extending from the floor to a base rim that generally defines an opening for the
base portion of the cavity, wherein the sidewall and floor each includes portions

of both the first and second material surfaces; surfaces; and
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a base extension extending from the base, comprising a base area having a second area dispesed
on-the-second-material surface; configured to face substantially externally with respect to
the cavity when the lid is in the closed position;

wherein, when the lid is in the closed position,

a label location area is disposed substantially on
a first part of the first area of the lid and
a first part of the second area of the base extension,
the first part of the first area is adjacent to and the first part of the second area [are] and
substantially coplanar te
each-otherand
an adjacent flat part of the lid area, and
the first part of the first area of the 1id surrounds the first part of the second area of the

base extension.

the label location area is configured to receive, on an outermost part of the container, a
flat portion of a label that
is substantially coplanar to the adjacent flat part of the lid area,
covers the first part of the first area and the first part of the second area,

and transverses the label location area.

49.(Currently Amended) The container of claim 48 wherein,

when the lid is in the closed position the base rim is located between the second area of the base

extension and the floor of the base;

the product is located within the cavity;

the material is a thermoformed structure forming the unitary construction of the base, lid, and
hinge;
the container includes the flat portion of the label;

the base includes ribs adapted hold the product;
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the lid further includes a substantially flat lid top area and, when the lid is in the closed position,
the label location area is inclined at a reflex angle of less than 270 degrees with respect to

the substantially flat lid top area.

50.(Currently Amended) The container for packaging the product of claim 49 wherein,

the packaged product is fresh retail produce;

the first area includes an edge portion comprising an edge of the material; and

when the lid is in the closed position

the second area of the base extension and the first area of the lid face substantially in the

same direction, and

the second area is disposed substantially adjacent to the edge portion of the first area of

the 1id.
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Response:

Allowed Claims

The Examiner noted that claims 21-47 are allowed. The Applicant thanks the Examiner

for noting that these claims are allowable.
Claim Amendments

Claim 21 has been amended to further clarify the meaning of “extends obliquely.” Claim
48 has been amended to further distinguish over the references cited by the examiner. Dependent
claims 49 and 50 has been amended to clarify the relationship of the features the base and lid,

and to specify the location or types of product in the container.
35U8C112

Claim 49 has been amended to read “the container includes the flat portion of the label.”
The Applicant thanks the Examiner for pointing out this typographical mistake.

35U8C 102

The Examiner rejected claims 48 through 50 as being anticipated based on U.S. Patent
No. 4,986,414 issues to Ashley.

Claim 48 has been amended to recite that “when the lid is in the closed position, ...
the first part of the first area of the lid surrounds the first part of the second area of the base
extension.” Claims 21 and 23 recite a similar limitation: “a first lid hole fully encompassed
within a substantially planar lid area ... wherein the base extension extends into the first lid hole

when the lid is in the closed position.”
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It appears that in the office action, the Examiner made the following assignments to the
Ashley reference regarding the limitations “first part of the first area of the lid” and “first part of

the second area of the base.”

first part of the first
area of the lid

first part of the second
area of the base

While the Applicant does not concede that the Ashley reference discloses these limitations, using
the Examiner’s assignments, the first part of the first area of the lid does not surround the first

part of the second area of the base in the Ashley reference as now required by claim 48.

As Ashely now does not disclose every limitation of claim 48, the 35 USC 102 rejection
cannot be maintained. Claims 49 and 50 depend off claim 48 and are not anticipated by Ashley at

least based on inherency.

Conclusion

For the reasons stated in the response, the Applicant believes all the pending claims, as
currently written, are allowable. If issues remain outstanding, the Examiner is invited to contact

the Applicant’s representative at (312)-755-8581 Monday through Friday between 10 AM and 5

PM Eastern time.
Respectfully submitted,
Date: August 25, 2021
rian Lynch

Registration No. 58,794
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New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO.
16/360,964 03/21/2019 Maurice Joseph Paul Tabone 408889-0004 9424
64194 7590 05/26/2021 | EXAMINER
Niro McAndrews, LLP
12 Beach Lane KIRSCH, ANDREW THOMAS

Ogden Dunes, IN 46368

| ART UNIT [ PparerNUMBER
3733
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

16/360,964 Tabone, Maurice Joseph Paul
Office Action Summary Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
ANDREW T KIRSCH 3733 No

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing
date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1)(J Responsive to communication(s) fledon _____.
O A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon .
2a)(] This action is FINAL. 2b) M This action is non-final.

3)(J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview
on ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)[J Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5) Claim(s) 21-50 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.

6) Claim(s) 21-47 is/are allowed.

7) Claim(s) 48-50 is/are rejected.

8) (O Claim(s) ___is/are objected to.

9) (O Claim(s) ____ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

Application Papers
10)(O The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)™ The drawing(s) filed on 3/21/2019 is/are: a)¥ accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119
12)¥) Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)M All b)d Some**  ¢)(J None of the:
1.4 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.7 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.00 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) [ Interview Summary (PTO-413)

Paper No(s)/Mail Date
4) [J Other: .

2) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b)
Paper No(s)/Mail Date

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20210524
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Application/Control Number: 16/360,964 Page 2
Art Unit: 3733

Notice of Pre-AlA or AIA Status
1. The present application is being examined under the pre-AlA first to invent
provisions.

Claim Rejections -35 USC § 112

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112(b):

(b) CONCLUSION.—The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor
regards as the invention.

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA), second paragraph:

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

3. Claim 49 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA), second
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the
subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor (or for applications subject to pre-
AlA 35 U.S.C. 112, the applicant), regards as the invention.
4. Claim 49 recites the limitation "the flat portion the label". The improper grammar
renders the claim incomplete as it is not clear if the “flat portion of the label” is being
referenced, or a new clause is beginning “the flat portion; the label...” For the purposes
of examination, the limitation will be interpreted as “the flat portion of the lable”

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of pre-AlA 35 U.S.C.

102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country
or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application
for patent in the United States.
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6. Claim(s) 48, 49, and 50 is/are rejected under pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being
anticipated by US Patent No. 4,986,414 (Ashley et al. hereinafter).

7. In re claim 48, with reference to Figs. 1 and 2, Ashley et al. discloses: A
container for packaging a product, the container comprising: a base (16) having a floor
(34); a lid (14) movable about a hinge (18) with respect to the base from an open
position (see fig. 1) to a closed position (see Fig. 2), wherein the closed position defines
a cavity inside the container between the floor and the lid; the base, lid, and hinge
having a unitary construction from a material (columns 2-3, lines 67-2) having a
generally defined thickness between a first material surface and a second material
surface disposed on immediately opposite sides of the material (see Fig. 4), wherein at
least a portion of the first material surface is parallel to an immediately opposite portion
of the second material surface (see Fig. 4); the cavity having a base portion
dimensioned to contain a first portion of the product in the base and a lid portion
dimensioned to contain a second portion of the product in the lid (see Figs. 1 and 4),
and wherein, when the lid is in the closed position, the lid portion of the cavity is
disposed beyond the base and outward from the base portion (See Fig. 2), and the
cavity is generally defined by the second material surface (i.e. inside surface); the lid
having a lid area (20) comprising a first area disposed on the first material surface (i.e.
outer surface) to face substantially externally with respect to the cavity when the lid is in
the closed position; the base having a sidewall (30) extending from the floor to a base
rim ( at joint of 30 and 40) that generally defines an opening for the base portion of the
cavity, wherein the sidewall and floor each includes portions of both the first and second

material surfaces, and a base extension (40, 42) extending from the base, comprising a
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base area having a second area disposed on the second material surface (outer surface
of 42 is contiguous with inner second surface of wall 30), to face substantially externally
with respect to the cavity when the lid is in the closed position; wherein, when the lid is
in the closed position, a label location area is disposed substantially on a first part of the
first area of the lid and a first part of the second area of the base (occupied by label 46),
the first part of the first area and the first part of the second area are substantially
coplanar to each other and an adjacent flat part (area of 20 surrounding label 46) of the
lid area, the label location area is configured to receive, on an outermost part of the
container, a flat portion of a label (46) that is substantially coplanar to the adjacent flat
part of the lid area, covers the first part of the first area and the first part of the second

area, and transverses the label location area (see Fig. 2 below).
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8. In re claim 49, with reference to the Figs noted above, Ashley et al. discloses the
claimed invention including wherein the material is a thermoformed structure forming
the unitary construction of the base, lid, and hinge (columns 2-3, lines 67-2); the
container includes the flat portion [of] the label (46); the base includes ribs (70) adapted
hold the product; the lid further includes a substantially flat lid top area (24) and, when
the lid is in the closed position, the label location area is inclined at a reflex angle of less
than 270 degrees with respect to the substantially flat lid top area (see Fig. 2).

9. In re claim 50, with reference to the Figs noted above, Ashley et al. discloses the
claimed invention except wherein the packaged product is fresh retail produce.

10. It has been held that a recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed
apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from
a prior art apparatus satisfying the claimed structural limitations. See MPEP 2114, II.
Note that the claims are drawn to “a container’ and that the product or type of product
makes up no structural component of the claimed container, therefore, the recitation

“fresh retail produce” is not given patentable weight.

Allowable Subject Matter

11. Claims 21-47 are allowed.

Conclusion
12.  Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to ANDREW T KIRSCH whose telephone number is

(5671)270-5723. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 9a-5p EST.
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Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video
conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an
interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request
(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’'s
supervisor, John K Fristoe can be reached on 571-272-4926. The fax phone number
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see https://ppair-
my.uspto.gov/pair/PrivatePair. Should you have questions on access to the Private
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free).
If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access
to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-

272-1000.

/ANDREW T KIRSCH/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3733
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"7093716" | "7113101" | "7150335" |
"7159717").PN. OR ("7958998").URPN.

‘US-PGPUB; OR
“USPAT; :
{USOCR;
‘EPO; JPO;
5 'DERWENT

: 220/315 and adhesive same (label tape : US-PGPUB; :OR

- USPAT; :

-USOCR;
:EPO; JPO;
‘DERWENT

%220/315

film)

'US-PGPUB; OR
USPAT;
_USOCR

: USPAT; :
USOCR

e R
(USPAT;
{USOCR

oN

12014/02/18
112:03 :

2014/02/18
312:13 :

12014/02/18
izt
12014/02/18

312:23

2014/02/18

12:37

| 2014/02/18
1238
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556

558

1"220".clas. and produce and hang with
‘sell

560

61

("2133252" | "2231222" | "2892538" |
"3379774" | "4005776" | "4058212" |
"4106621" | "4202464" | "4236636" |
"4344533" | "4475881" | "4570818" |
"4602719" | "4739883" | "4739900" |
"4917261" | "4930627" | "4948267" |
"4986438" | "5012927" | "5025939" |
"5027947" | "5038936" | "5040680" |
"5077064" | "5147035" | "5161687" |
"5209354" | "5279443" | "5405629" |
"5579288" | "5582853" | "5595300" |
"5624057" | "5664303" | "5775516" |

250

1300 "220".clas. and produce and hang

("1695286" | "2138241" | "2202279" |
"2544975" | "2885135" | "3043354" |
"3082903" | "3344974" | "3397774" |
"3580485" | "3670952" | "3902540" |
"3942707" | "3955710" | "4096986" |
"4202464" | "4312451" | "D165219" |
"D258268").PN. OR ("4570818").URPN. :
("3257062" | "3305086" | "4494650" |
"4650076" | "4732273" | "4753366" |
"4757899" | "4795080" | "4798133" |
"4872608" | "4886204" | "5046659" |
"5165947" | "5169014" | "5232094" |
"5269430").PN. OR ("5405009").URP

- b65d55/0818.cpc. b65d55/06.cpc.
: b65d43/162.cpc. b65d43/163.cpc.
- b65d2203/02.cpc.

T

"220".clas. and produce and hang with
(hole aperture)

 USPAT;
USOCR;
_EPO; JPO;
DERWENT
 US-PGPUB;
 USPAT;

 US-PGPUB;
_USPAT;
_USOCR

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
_USOCR

|USOCR;
'EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT

 US-PGPUB;
_USPAT;
‘USOCR;

'EPO; JPO;
. DERWENT

| US-PGPUB;
. USPAT;

| USOCR;
_EPO; JPO;

 DERWENT
US-PGPUB;
|USPAT;
|USOCR;

-EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT

 US-PGPUB;
|USPAT;
_USOCR

R

ON  2014/02/18
: 12:44 :

‘ov 20402718
: 13:03 :

ON  2014/02/20
14114 f

2014/09/12
17:20 :

CON 2014/09/12
é 1720

ON  2014/09/12
: 17:20 :

'ON  2014/09/12
: 117:25
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563

564

41

"5819939" | "5899334").PN. OR
("6070723" | "6170694").URPN.
("1695286" | "2138241" | "2202279" |
"3082903" | "3344974" | "3397774" |
"3580485" | "3670952").PN. OR
("4202464").URPN.

("3113680" | "3410697" | "3863832" |
"3865302" | "3917155" | "4019675" |
"4183458" | "4202464" | :
"4209095").PN. OR ("4312451").URPN.

%("3101884" | "3255880" | "3279596" |
:"3599787" | "3854652").PN. OR
- ("4209095").URPN.

 US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
_USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;

US-PGPUB;
_USPAT;
-USOCR

US-PGPUB;
|USPAT;
- USOCR

 US-PGPUB;
USPAT;

OR

ON  2014/09/12
17:31 |

oN

1568

69

S70

:136

1220/359.1 and (die with cut$4)
"8616373".pn.

("20020195363" | "20080118609" |
"20110290675" | "3111220" |
"3279596" | "3327843" | "3464544" |
"4083451" | "4266666" | "4319684" |
"4456124" | "4666037" | "4739883" |
"4842141" | "5092479" | "5129517" |
"5209354" | "5775516" | "6053321" |
"6230964" | "6244444" | "6308832" |
"6364115" | "7931148" | "D263684" |
"D305000" | "D376314" | "D407015" |
"D411448" | "D420905" | "D448288" |
"D479127" | "D531028" | "D534421" |
"D553489" | "D600113" | "D601014" |
"D606392" | "D615858" | "D624399" |
"D624402" | "D624403" | %
"D624815").PN. OR ("8616373").URPN. :

..................................... 220clasand(flanger|m)W|th(d|e
- with cut$4)

 US-PGPUB;
: USPAT;

“USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
- DERWENT

- US-PGPUB;
 USPAT;

:USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;

DERWENT
US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
{USOCR

 US-PGPUB;
(USPAT;
| USOCR;

‘EPO; JPO; ;
'DERWENT ;

-OR

OR

:2014/09/12
318:13 :

ON 2014/09/12

;18:24

ON  2014/09/12
1824

2014/09/15

“ON
: :15:49
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1571 :40 ;"220".clas. and (flange rim) with (die %US-PGPUB; ‘OR EON 32014/09/15 ?
2 2 : with cut$4) same (holes apertures) :USPAT; ; :15:56 :
: :USOCR; :
'EPO; JPO;
: . 5 'DERWENT : g :
S72 46 "220".clas. and (flange rim) with (die US-PGPUB; ' OR “ON :2014/09/15
: : : with cut$4) same (holes apertures :USPAT; ; :15:57 :
 slots) {USOCR; :
; EPO; JPO;
{DERWENT

S73 24 "220".clas. and (flange rim) with (die  US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON 2014/09/15
: : with cut$4) with (holes apertures slots) | USPAT; 5 i15:57 :
USOCR; ?

{EPO; JPO;

:DERWENT

'S74 56 (US-20100001014-$ or US- _US-PGPUB; OR ON
L 120050082185-$ or US-20130062342-6  USPAT; %
or US-20040226955-$).did. or (US-  USOCR;
5893587-$ or US-6352170-$ or US-  DERWENT
4202464-$ or US-3552634-$ or US-
3561668-$ or US-4346833-$ or US-
 D615858-$ or US-D631337-4 or US-
6129233-$ or US-6131760-$ or US-
- 6170723-$ or US-6364100-$ or US-
7258233-% or US-4499353-$ or US-
6412637-$ or US-7556173-$ or US-
4193496-$ or US-7762421-$ or US-
4969570-$ or US-7073309-$ or US-
 5174464-$ or US-5261551-$ or US-
5433412-$ or US-4884718-$ or US-
5704649-$ or US-6070723-$).did. or
(US-5866183-$ or US-4570818-$ or
US-5405009-$ or US-4005776-$ or US- -
4312451-$ or US-4209095-$ or US-
5353935-$ or US-6016914-$ or US-
- 4266666-$ or US-4739883-$ or US-
4842141-$ or US-5129517-4).did. or
(US-3082903-$ or US-3344974-$ or -
US-3417897-$ or US-2780385-$ or US-
1582489-$ or US-3096905-$ or US- -
3129014-$ or US-1343955-$ or US-
13182851-$ or US-1743980- or US-
3397774-% or US-3495758-$ or US-
3327843-$).did. or (US-5405009-$).did.

'S75 19 :S74 and transparent :US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON
- ; 'USPAT;
|USOCR;
EPO; JPO;
5 : ; ' DERWENT : : ;
S76 ‘4 ' S74 and transparent and food 'US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON :2014/09/15
P | USPAT; f |
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US-PGPUB;
- USPAT;
:USOCR;
:EPO; JPO;
:DERWENT

1220/833

1220/315

‘ON :2014/09/15
16:54 :

583

220/826

2064595

1220/745

© b65d55/0818.cpc. b65d55/06.cpc.
: b65d43/162.cpc. b65d43/163.cpc.
- b65d2203/02.cpc.

 US-PGPUB;
_USPAT;
| USOCR;

'EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT

US-PGPUB;
_USPAT;
. USOCR;
'EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT

'US-PGPUB;
-USPAT;
'USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
. DERWENT
- US-PGPUB;

- USPAT;

' USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
. DERWENT

R

'ON  2014/09/15
16:54 f
"ON :2014/09/15
: 116:54 :

‘ON :2014/09/15
16:54 :

ON  2015/10/20
: 13:35 :

S84

85

272

b65d2251/1016.cpc.

- 's125921"pn.

|US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
 USOCR;
EPQ; IPO;
'DERWENT

US-PGPUB;
_USPAT;
|USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT

OR

oR

oN

ON  2015/10/21
: 1325

. b65d55/0818.cpc. b65d55/06.cpc.
- b65d43/162.cpc. b65d43/163.cpc.
b65d2203/02.cpc.

 US-PGPUB;
(USPAT;
- USOCR;

{EPO; JPO; :
' DERWENT 5

2016/08/02
15:24
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b65d2251/1016.cpc.

 US-PGPUB;
{USPAT;

ON  2016/08/02

, :15:24
- USOCR; %
-EPO; JPO;
'DERWENT : g ;
'US-PGPUB; ' OR ‘ON  :2017/06/15
-USPAT; i 111:39 :
‘USOCR; %

'EPO; JPO;
- DERWENT

'S89 320 b65d2251/1016.cpc. 'US-PGPUB; OR ON

b65d55/0818.cpc. b65AS5/06.cpc.
b65d43/162.cpc. b65d43/163.Cpc.
b65d2203/02.cpc.

88 3511

2017/06/15

'USPAT; 111:39
'USOCR; %
.EPO; JPO;

 DERWENT

("3495758").URPN. |USPAT

("1695286" | "2138241" | "2202279" | US-PGPUB; OR OFF
"2544975" | "2885135" | "3043354" |
"3082903" | "3344974" | "3397774" |
"3580485" | "3670952" | "3902540" |
"3942707" | "3955710" | "4096986" |
"4202464" | "4312451" | "D165219" |

:2018/12/10
(USPAT;, 111:30 j
-USOCR : s

("4060173" | "4098430" | "4427129" | US-PGPUB; OR ‘OFF
"4498589" | "4499353" |  USPAT; :
"4570818").PN. OR ("4687129").URPN. : USOCR

2018/12/10
111:32 :

("2937746" | "3424306" | "3776375" | US-PGPUB; OR - OFF
:"3856137" | "3881601" | "3937389" |
i"4427705" | "4512474" | "4687129" |
."4896770" | "D185890" | "D267394" |
:"D294123" | "D305733").PN. OR
:("5018622").URPN.

: b65d2251/1016.cpc.

, 12018/12/10
(USPAT; 111:35 :
_USOCR : :

'US-PGPUB; OR ON  2018/12/10
USPAT; 11:47 :
USOCR;

-EPO; JPO;
. DERWENT

' (b65d55/0818.cpc. b65d55/06.cpc. ‘US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON 2018/12/10
' b65d43/162.cpc. b65d43/163.cpc. - USPAT; : :11:47 ;
: b65d2203/02.cpc.) and label and :USOCR; : :

‘flange 'EPO; JPO;
f - DERWENT

_US-PGPUB; OR ON  2018/12/10
USPAT; 1424
USOCR; f :

_EPO; JPO;

 DERWENT

'S¢ 413

S9% 388  besd2s/36cpc.
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98

599

15101

s102.

s

b65d2101/0007.cpc.

("20040226955" | "4312451" |
"5405000" | "5636737" | "5893587" |
"6352170" | "6540074").PN.

 (tabone near2 maurice near2 joseph
_near2 paul).in.

(tabone near2 maurice ).in.

-US-PGPUB;
- USPAT;
'USOCR;
-EPO; JPO;
- DERWENT
- US-PGPUB;
-USPAT;
-USOCR;
-EPO; JPO;
' DERWENT

 B65D77/36.cpc. US-PGPUB;
z USPAT;

| USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT

“US-PGPUB;
_USPAT

|US-PGPUB;
|USPAT;
 USOCR;
EPQ; IPO;
'DERWENT

US-PGPUB;
_USPAT;
|USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
. DERWENT

oR
: OR

OR

OR

R

‘ON

12018/12/10
14:26 :

2018/12/10°
1433

2018/12/10

114149

oN

2018/12/10

;16:13

© 2018/12/10
§16:13 3

5103

5104

S108

(tabone near2 maurice).in.

(tabone near2 joseph near2 paul).in.

B6SD77/36.cpc.

-US-PGPUB;
- USPAT;
- USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
‘DERWENT

- US-PGPUB;
- USPAT;
-USOCR;
“EPO; JPO;
' DERWENT

 (tabone near2 joseph).in. ‘US-PGPUB;
-USPAT;
‘USOCR;
{EPO; JPO;
DERWENT
US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
:USOCR;
-EPO; JPO;
DERWENT

“OR

oR

R

ON

oN

:2018/12/10
116:13 :

2018/12/10
116:14 :

2018/12/10

16:14

2020/12/28
16:21
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:5109:141 . B65B7/2864.cpc. :US-PGPUB; OR ON :2020/12/28
i ! - USPAT; ; 116:21 ;
‘USOCR; : :
‘EPO; JPO;
: : ; ‘DERWENT : : ;
'S110:91 - b65d2101/0007.cpc. ‘US-PGPUB; OR “ON :2020/12/28
f : 2  USPAT; i 116:21 5
-USOCR; : :
-EPO; JPO;
:DERWENT

'S111 470  b65d25/36.cpc. 'US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON 2020/12/28
: : z - USPAT; : § 116:21 ;
‘USOCR; %

.EPO; JPO;
- DERWENT

1S112 62 1("3257062" | "3305086" | "4494650" | :US-PGPUB; 'OR
i ! ."4650076" | "4732273" | "4753366" | | USPAT; :
"4757899" | "4795080" | "4798133" | USOCR
:"4872608" | "4886204" | "5046659" |
: 1"5165947" | "5169014" | "5232094" |
i -"5269430").PN. OR ("5405009").URPN. :

'S113.88  ("20010002268" | "20030047474" | US-PGPUB; OR 'OFF  2021/05/21
- "20030192808" | "20060138020" | USPAT; ; 115:04 :
"20060144744" | "20060237454" |  USOCR s :
"20060289549" | "20070095695" |
"20080020120" | "20080305218" |
"20090206082" | "2256723" |
"2715458" | "3128030" | "3164478" |
"3306462" | "3372812" | "3376046" |
"3410698" | "3740238" | "3937389" |
"4014450" | "4576330" | "4640416" |
"4844263" | "5009312" | "5046659" |
"5071060" | "5169014" | "5176272" |
"5310070" | "5405009" | "5445397" |
"5584408" | "5862930" | "5954203" |
"5996787" | "6054159" | "6220442" |
"6332546" | "6889838" | "7073680" |
"7243813" | "7243815" | "7284673" |
"7568589" | "7712626" | "D227226" |
"D267911" | "D287545" | "D308826" |
"D323114" | "D349050" | "D388324" |
"D502869" | "D510804" | "D571654" |
"D602352").PN. OR ("8215485").URPN.

S114.97  ("1695286" | "2138241" | "2202279" | US-PGPUB; OR 'OFF  2021/05/21
; : "2544975" | "2885135" | "3043354" |  USPAT; ; 115:12
"3082903" | "3344974" | "3397774" | USOCR f :
"3580485" | "3670952" | "3902540" |

"3942707" | "3955710" | "4096986" |

"4202464" | "4312451" | "D165219" |

"D258268").PN. OR ("4570818").URPN. :
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5115108 ("1695286" | "2138241" | "2202279" | US-PGPUB; | OR 'OFF  2021/05/21 |

; ; "3082903" | "3344974" | "3397774" |  USPAT; 15:14 :
"3580485" | "3670952").PN. OR USOCR :

; ; ("4202464").URPN. . : ; -

S116:173  b65d2401/05.cpc. 'US-PGPUB; OR 'ON  2021/05/21

% s z 'USPAT; 118:25 :
'USOCR; %

_EPO; JPO;

 DERWENT

'S117 1,368 b65d2203/02.cpc. _US-PGPUB; OR 'ON  2021/05/21
- 'USPAT; 118:30 :
'USOCR; % %
'EPO; JPO;
L | 'DERWENT 3 : :
S118.19  b65d2203/02.cpc. and b65d43/162.cpc. | US-PGPUB; - OR 'ON  2021/05/21
- _USPAT; 118:30 ‘
_USOCR; :
.EPO; JPO;
e g 'DERWENT 3 : :
'S119 20 b65d51/245.cpc. and b65d43/162.cpc. - US-PGPUB;  OR 'ON  2021/05/21
- % 'USPAT; 18:32 :
'USOCR; %
'EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT

1$120 1,857  b65d25/205.cpc. ‘US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON 12021/05/21
- % USPAT; 18:34 |
:USOCR; :
{EPO; JPO;
‘DERWENT

1S121:17 . b65d25/205.cpc. and b65d43/162.cpc. :US-PGPUB; :OR ‘ON
f : 'USPAT; :
‘USOCR;
:EPO; JPO;
: : : 'DERWENT : ; :
:5122:99 1"220".clas. and flange same label same ' US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON :2021/05/21
? : (adhes$4 adher$4) - USPAT; : 118:36 5
:USOCR; : :
‘EPO; JPO;
‘DERWENT

15123 28 ("3082903" | "3410698" | ‘US-PGPUB; OR 'OFF  2021/05/21
; "3437199").PN. OR ("3556337").URPN. USPAT; 18:44 :

: : v :USOCR : : : :
1 S124 126,932 "220".clas. and flange same ‘US-PGPUB; :OR ‘ON :2021/05/21 ¢
‘ : (tamper4$)(sticker label) same - USPAT; 18:46
(adhes$4 adher$4) ‘USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
‘DERWENT
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"220".clas. and flange same
: (tamper4$) same (sticker label) same
(adhes$4 adhers$4)

© "220".clas. and flange same
(tamper4$) same (sticker label)

%US-PGPUB; ‘OR ‘ON :2021/05/21
“USPAT; : :18:46 :
:USOCR; r : 5

‘EPO; JPO;

DERWENT ; : |
US-PGPUB; OR ON  2021/05/21
‘USPAT; : :18:46 '
‘USOCR; ’ 5

EPO; JPO;

{DERWENT

:"220".clas. and flange same
. (tamper$4) same (sticker label) same
- (adhes$4 adher$4)

'US-PGPUB; OR 'ON  2021/05/21
'USPAT; 118:46
'USOCR; %

.EPO; JPO;

 DERWENT

"220".clas. and flange same
(tamper$4) same (sticker label)

'US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON  2021/05/21
(USPAT; 18:46 :
(USOCR;

.EPO; JPO;

. DERWENT

 b65d43/162.cpc. and (tamper sticker
label)

'US-PGPUB; OR ON  2021/05/21
(USPAT; 118:47 ‘
USOCR; :

'EPO; JPO;

 DERWENT

("10574956" | "20040226955" |
"20170341833" | "4312451" |
"4570818" | "5018622" | "5405009" |
"5636737" | "5893587" | "6352170" |
"6540074").PN.

'US-PGPUB; OR 'OFF  12021/05/24
USPAT 11:51

"4986414".pn.

EAST Search History (Interference)

#

Ref Hitss

- SearchQuery

_US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON  2021/05/24
(USPAT; 112:05 :
'USOCR; % %

‘EPO; JPO; : : :
'DERWENT i

 DBs  Default Plurals Time Stamp

. Operator

(container lid base surface cavity sidewall
- flange coplanar configuration membrane
:adjacent flat).clm.

'USPAT AND OFF  2018/12/10
: z ?15:46

_USPAT  AND OFF  2018/12/10
: % | 16:02

5/24/2021 1:21:42 PM
H:\Workspaces\15656623.wsp
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In the claims:
Please amend claims 26, 27, 30, and 32. Please add claims 49 and 50 as follows:
1-20. (Cancelled)
21.(Previously Presented) A container for packaging a product, the container comprising:
a base having a floor;
a lid movable about a hinge with respect to the base from an open position to a closed position,
wherein the closed position defines a cavity inside the container between the floor and the
lid,
the base, lid, and hinge having a unitary construction from a material having a generally defined
thickness between a first material surface and a second material surface disposed on
immediately opposite sides of the material, wherein at least a portion of the first material
surface is parallel to an immediately opposite portion of the second material surface;
the cavity having
a base portion dimensioned to contain a first portion of the product in the base and
a lid portion dimensioned to contain a second portion of the product in the lid, and
wherein
the lid portion is disposed beyond the base and outward from the base portion,
and
the cavity is generally defined by the second material surface;
the lid having
a substantially flat top disposed parallel to the floor when the lid is in the closed position,
a substantially planar frontal extension

extending from the substantially flat lid top to a bottom edge of the lid,
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wherein
the bottom edge is between, and outward from both, the substantially flat
lid top and the floor when the lid is in the closed position,
the substantially planar frontal extension extends obliquely to the floor
when the lid is in the closed position,
having a first planar area on the substantially planar frontal extension’s portion of
the first material surface, and
having a first lid hole fully encompassed within a substantially planar lid area;
the base having
a sidewall extending from the floor to a base rim that generally defines an opening for the
base portion of the cavity, wherein the sidewall and floor each includes portions of both
the first and second material surfaces,
a base extension
extending from the base,
having
a primary surface area with a flat portion facing external to the cavity
wherein the flat portion is bounded by a first boundary and a
second boundary,
a second planar area on the flat portion disposed obliquely to the floor, and
a secondary surface area that is
on the direct opposite side of the material from the flat portion and
is an extension of the sidewall’s portion of the first material

surface; and
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wherein in the closed position
the first planar area, the second planar area, and the first and second boundaries of the flat
portion are all generally coplanar,
a first flat portion of a label covers both
the primary surface area of the base extension and the substantially planar lid area
of the substantially planar frontal extension, and
the primary surface area is adjacent to the substantially planar lid area of the substantially

planar frontal extension.

22 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the lid has a lid rim that generally defines an opening for the lid portion of the cavity,
the bottom edge of the lid is located on the lid rim, and
the first flat portion of the label fully extends
from adjacent the substantially flat top

to the bottom edge of the lid.

23.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the first 1id hole is fully circumscribed by a planar lid hole edge of the substantially planar lid

area.

24 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 23 wherein the base extension extends into
the first lid hole when the lid is in the closed position, and

the bottom edge of the lid is distant from the floor when the lid is in the closed position.
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25.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the label has a second flat portion located between a third flat portion and the first flat portion of
the label, wherein

the second flat portion is located on the substantially flat top of the lid, and

the first flat portion is separated from the third flat portion by the width of the

substantially flat top of the lid.

26.(Currently Amended) The container of claim 21 wherein
the bottom edge of the lid extends from nearly adjacent the first lid hole to nearly adjacent a
second lid hole in the substantially planar lid area of the substantially planar frontal extension,

and the base has a rectangular cross section.

27 (Currently Amended) The container of claim 26 wherein
between the first lid hole and the second lid hole the bottom edge of the lid has a convex

curvature, and the base and lid are thermoformed from the material.

28.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the floor of the base has a length and a width, wherein
the length of the floor is bounded by a first end and a second end, and the substantially

planar frontal extension fully extends the length of the floor.

29.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 28 wherein
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the label fully extends the length of the floor.

30.(Currently Amended) The container of claim 21 wherein
the first lid hole is entirely located between the bottom edge of the lid and the substantially flat
top of the lid, and

the lid includes a plurality of domes adjacent to and flanking the substantially flat top.

31.(Previously Presented) A container for packaging a product,

the container comprising:

a base having a floor;
a lid moveable about a hinge with respect to the base from:
a substantially open position to
a substantially closed position,
wherein the substantially closed position substantially defines a cavity disposed
substantially inside the container between the floor and the lid, the base and lid
both formed from a container material;
the cavity having
a base portion of the cavity dimensioned to contain at least a first portion of the product
disposed substantially inside the base, and
a lid portion of the cavity having a shape suitable to contain at least a second portion of
the product disposed outside the base portion of the cavity when the lid is in the

substantially closed position, wherein the lid portion of the cavity is disposed at
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least generally beyond the base and generally outward from the base portion of
the cavity;
the container material having
a material thickness generally defined by a first material surface disposed on an
immediately opposite side of the container material to a second material surface,
and
wherein a portion of the first material surface is substantially parallel with respect to an
immediately opposite portion of the second material surface;
the lid having
a substantially flat lid top area
disposed at least generally parallel to the floor when the lid is in the substantially
closed position and including
a lid top portion of the first material surface disposed on a first predominantly

external lid surface area,

a substantially planar frontal extension

extending from the substantially flat lid top area to a bottom edge of the lid,
wherein the bottom edge of the lid is between the substantially flat 1id top area
and the floor when the lid is in the substantially closed position and beyond an
area directly between the substantially flat lid top area and floor when the lid is in
the substantially closed position, and having a lid front portion of the first material
surface disposed on a second predominantly external lid surface area extending
generally downwardly from the substantially flat lid top area when the lid is in the

substantially closed position and the floor is positioned substantially horizontal
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with the substantially flat lid top area located above the floor, wherein the
substantially planar frontal extension is disposed facing substantially upwardly
with respect to the floor, and
a lid end portion defined generally at a margin of the lid, and
a lid hole substantially defined in the container material
by a lid hole edge and
fully encompassed within a substantially planar lid area,

wherein the second material surface of the substantially flat lid top area and the second
material surface of the substantially planar frontal extension intersect at an obtuse
angle;

the base having

the floor wherein, with respect to the cavity, the floor comprises an external floor surface
area disposed on the first material surface and an internal floor surface area
disposed on the second material surface,

a sidewall extending generally upwardly from the floor having, with respect to the cavity,
a predominantly external sidewall surface area disposed on the first material
surface and a predominantly internal sidewall surface area disposed on the second
material surface,

a rim wherein, a portion of the rim partially defines a base opening suitable for at least
partial receipt of the product into the base portion of the cavity, and

a base extension generally extending from the rim, the base extension comprising a
primary surface area disposed facing substantially externally with respect to the

base portion of the cavity, wherein the primary surface area comprising a flat
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portion disposed on an extension of the predominantly internal sidewall surface
area of the second material surface, and wherein the base extension having a
secondary surface area on an immediately opposite side of the container material
to the flat portion of primary surface area, the secondary surface area disposed on
an extension of the predominantly external sidewall surface area of the first
material surface

wherein when the lid is in the substantially closed position, the substantially planar
frontal extension is disposed obliquely to the floor and projects generally away
from the hinge from, the substantially flat lid top area to, the lid end portion,
wherein the substantially planar frontal extension terminates substantially at the
margin;

a label

covering the substantially flat lid top area of the lid,

having a substantially flat portion covering the substantially planar frontal extension,

wherein
the label extends beyond the substantially planar frontal extension,
when the lid is in the substantially closed position, the label covers the flat portion

of the base extension; and
the lid having a first planar area disposed on the substantially planar frontal extension, the base

having a second planar area disposed on the flat portion of the primary surface disposed

obliquely to the floor,

wherein the first planar area and the second planar area are

generally coplanar and
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disposed facing externally with respect to the cavity when the lid is in the

substantially closed position.

32.(Currently Amended) The container of claim 31 wherein,

in the substantially closed position, both, the lid hole and the lid hole edge are entirely
encompassed within the substantially planar frontal extension, and

the first planar area has a surface area greater than 5 cm?.

33.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 31 wherein

the substantially flat lid top area has a width disposed generally between the hinge and the
substantially planar frontal extension;
the label has
a first flat portion encompassing the substantially flat portion,
a second flat portion covering the substantially flat lid top area, and
a third flat portion,
wherein the first flat portion is separated from the third flat portion by the width of the

substantially flat lid top area.

34.(Previously Presented) A container for packaging contents intended for sale wherein, the
contents comprising a product, the container comprising;:
a container material substantially comprising a base, a floor and, a lid moveable with respect to

the base from, at least one substantially open position to, at least one substantially closed
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position wherein, the at least one substantially closed position substantially defining a cavity
disposed substantially inside the container between the floor and the lid;
the cavity comprising:
a base portion of the cavity to contain at least a first portion of the product disposed
substantially inside the base; and
a lid portion of the cavity modified to contain at least a second portion of the product
disposed substantially outside the base portion of the cavity wherein,
the container material further comprising;:
a material thickness having a dimension generally defined by two material surfaces
wherein, a first of the two material surfaces is disposed on an immediately opposite side
of the container material with respect to a second of the two material surfaces and
wherein, at least one portion of the first of the two material surfaces is disposed
substantially parallel with respect to an immediately opposite portion of the second of the

two material surfaces;

the lid comprising;:
the lid portion of the cavity comprising a shape suitable to contain at least the second
portion of the product disposed outside the base when the lid is in the at least one
substantially closed position wherein, the lid portion of the cavity is disposed at least
generally beyond the base and generally outwardly with respect to the base portion of the
cavity;
a hinged attachment to the base disposed generally adjacent to a hinged side of the lid
wherein, the lid is movable about the hinged attachment between, the at least one

substantially open position and, the at least one substantially closed position;
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a substantially flat lid top area disposed at least generally parallel to the floor when the lid
is in the at least one substantially closed position wherein, the substantially flat lid top
area comprising a lid top portion of the first of the two material surfaces disposed on a
first predominantly external lid surface area;

a substantially planar frontal extension comprising a lid front portion of the first of the
two material surfaces disposed on a second predominantly external lid surface area
extending generally downwardly from the substantially flat lid top area wherein, when
the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position and the floor is positioned
substantially horizontally, the substantially planar frontal extension is disposed facing
substantially upwardly with respect to the floor and, wherein comprising a lid end portion
defined generally at a margin of the lid wherein, the substantially planar frontal extension
is inclined at a reflex angle of less than 270 degrees with respect to the substantially flat
lid top area; and

at least one lid hole comprising an opening substantially defined_in the container material
by a lid hole edge wherein, the at least one lid hole is fully encompassed within a

substantially planar lid area having the lid hole edge;

the base comprising:
the floor wherein, with respect to the cavity, the floor comprising, at least one external
floor surface area disposed on the first of the two material surfaces and at least one
internal floor surface area disposed on the second of the two material surfaces;
at least one sidewall extending generally upwardly from the floor and comprising, with

respect to the cavity, a predominantly external sidewall surface area disposed on the first
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of the two material surfaces and a predominantly internal sidewall surface area disposed
on the second of the two material surfaces;

a rim wherein, at least one portion of the rim partially defines a base opening suitable for
at least partial receipt of the product into the base portion of the cavity; and

at least one base extension generally extending from the at least one portion of the rim,
the at least one base extension comprising a primary surface area disposed facing
substantially externally with respect to the base portion of the cavity wherein, the primary
surface area comprising a flat portion disposed on an extension of the predominantly
internal sidewall surface area of the second of the two material surfaces and, wherein, the
at least one base extension comprising a secondary surface area on an immediately
opposite side of the container material to the flat portion of primary surface area, the
secondary surface area disposed on an extension of the predominantly external sidewall
surface area of the first of the two material surfaces wherein,

when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position and the container is
orientated wherein the floor is substantially horizontal and the at least one external floor
surface area faces substantially downwardly, the substantially planar frontal extension is
disposed obliquely to the floor and projects generally downwardly in a direction generally
away from the hinged side of the lid from, the substantially flat lid top area to, the lid end
portion wherein the substantially planar frontal extension terminates substantially at the

margin;

the container further comprising:
a first planar area disposed on the lid, within the bounds of the substantially planar frontal

extension; and
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a second planar area disposed on the flat portion of the primary surface, disposed obliquely with
respect to the floor wherein,
when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position,

the first planar area and the second planar area face substantially in the same direction wherein,

the container comprising;
a substantially flat area, inclined at a reflex angle of less than 270 degrees with respect to
the substantially flat lid top area wherein, the substantially flat area comprising:
a circumferential dimension which is substantially less than each of, a largest internal
perimeter of the base opening and an outermost perimeter of the lid;
an edge of the first planar area and at least part of the second planar area, disposed facing
at least substantially externally with respect to the cavity; and
at least one surface configuration between the lid and the base comprising, at least, the first
planar area of the lid, at least two distinct boundary portions of the flat portion of the primary
surface area and, the flat portion of the primary surface area of the at least one base extension
wherein, the flat portion comprising the second planar area disposed substantially co-planar with
respect to, both, the lid front portion of the first of the two material surfaces and the at least two
distinct boundary portions, to comprise the substantially flat area, wherein,
the substantially flat area is disposed substantially outside of the cavity of the container and is
suitable to be covered in a generally flat fashion by a substantially flat portion of an entire label
wherein, the entire label is proposed to be received by the container wherein the entire label is

larger than the substantially flat area and wherein,

-14/20 -

Ex.1002 / Page 127 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al



the substantially flat portion of the entire label is proposed to contour substantially to the
substantially flat area, in the generally flat fashion, to cover at least two immediately adjacent
surface portions of the container with respect to the at least one surface configuration wherein,
a first of the at least two immediately adjacent surface portions is the entire flat portion of the
primary surface area of the at least one base extension and, a second of the at least two
immediately adjacent surface portions is disposed on the substantially planar frontal extension
wherein,

when contouring to the substantially flat area and covering the at least two immediately adjacent
surface portions in the generally flat fashion, the substantially flat portion of the entire label is
proposed to at least generally contour to an outermost shape of the container including, at least
each of, the lid front portion of the first of the two material surfaces of the substantially planar
frontal extension, the second planar area and, the at least two distinct boundary portions of the

flat portion of the primary surface area of the at least one base extension.

35.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 34 wherein, the at least one base extension
comprising a formed section wherein, the formed section stands proud of the at least one portion
of the rim wherein, the second planar area comprising a planar perimeter wherein, a portion of
the planar perimeter defines at least two distinct sides of the second planar area and wherein, the
at least one lid hole is disposed at least generally adjacent to the first planar area wherein, when
the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position, the at least one lid hole corresponds to
and mates with the at least two distinct sides of the second planar area, to expose the second
planar area wherein, facilitating the at least one surface configuration, to provide the

substantially flat area.
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36.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 35 wherein, the lid hole edge is
substantially planar and wherein, when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position,
the lid hole edge and the at least one lid hole are entirely encompassed within a perimeter of the

substantially flat area.

37.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 35 wherein, the substantially flat 1id top
area has a width disposed generally between the hinged side of the lid and the substantially
planar frontal extension; the entire label having a first flat label portion, a second flat label
portion, and a third flat label portion located between the first and second flat label portions,
wherein the first flat label portion comprising the substantially flat portion of the entire label,;
wherein, when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position and the entire label is
received by the container, the third flat label portion substantially spans the width of the
substantially flat lid top area and is located directly above the floor, the first flat label portion is
separated from the second flat label portion by the width of the substantially flat lid top area, and
the substantially flat area is both, substantially parallel and immediately adjacent with respect to

the first flat label portion.

38.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 35 wherein, when the lid is in the at least
one substantially closed position, the at least one lid hole corresponds with the flat portion of the
primary surface area wherein, the formed section of the at least one base extension protrudes

from the base, generally into the at least one lid hole, to provide the substantially flat area
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wherein, the substantially flat area is substantially coplanar with the planar perimeter of the flat

portion.

39.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 36 wherein, a portion of the margin of the
lid extends from, a first opening area adjacent to a first of the at least one lid hole to, a second
opening area adjacent to a second of the at least one lid hole wherein, the portion of the margin
includes a most forwardly extended point of the lid when the lid is in the at least one
substantially closed position wherein, the most forwardly extended point of the lid is generally
disposed at the front of the container, on a directly opposite side of the container to the hinged

attachment.

40.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 39 wherein, when the lid is in the at least
one substantially closed position, the portion of the margin includes at least one point which is

closer, to either of, the first lid hole and the second lid hole, than to the floor of the base.

41.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 34 wherein, the container comprising at
least one mechanical locking mechanism disposed within the perimeter of the substantially flat

area, to lock the lid to the base when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position.

42 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 41 wherein, when the lid is in the at least
one substantially closed position, the margin of the lid extends from

a first lock area adjacent to a first of the at least one mechanical locking mechanism to
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a second lock area adjacent to a second of the at least one mechanical locking
mechanism;
wherein between the first lock area and the second lock area, the margin has at least one convex

curvature portion.

43 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 41 further comprising a chamfered
abutment of an edge of the first planar area and at least a part of the second planar area disposed

within the perimeter of the substantially flat area.

44 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 41 wherein, the first planar area and the
second planar area partially overlap when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed
position;

further comprising an overlap of a lid material portion and a base material portion, disposed
within the perimeter of the substantially flat area when the lid is in the at least one substantially

closed position.

45 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 44 wherein, the overlap includes the first
planar area located adjacent to the second planar area and disposed within the perimeter of the

substantially flat area.

46.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 45 wherein, first planar area of the overlap
is separated from the second planar area of the overlap by the dimension of the material

thickness.
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47 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 45 wherein, the substantially flat area is
covered with the substantially flat portion of the entire label in the generally flat fashion, to span

the overlap.

48.(Previously Presented) A container for packaging a product, the container comprising:
a base having a floor;
a lid movable about a hinge with respect to the base from an open position to a closed position,
wherein the closed position defines a cavity inside the container between the floor and the
lid;
the base, lid, and hinge having a unitary construction from a material having a generally defined
thickness between a first material surface and a second material surface disposed on
immediately opposite sides of the material, wherein at least a portion of the first material
surface is parallel to an immediately opposite portion of the second material surface;
the cavity having
a base portion dimensioned to contain a first portion of the product in the base and
a lid portion dimensioned to contain a second portion of the product in the lid, and
wherein, when the lid is in the closed position,
the lid portion of the cavity is disposed beyond the base and outward from the
base portion, and
the cavity is generally defined by the second material surface;
the lid having a lid area comprising a first area disposed on the first material surface to face
substantially externally with respect to the cavity when the lid is in the closed position;
the base having
a sidewall extending from the floor to a base rim that generally defines an opening for the
base portion of the cavity, wherein the sidewall and floor each includes portions

of both the first and second material surfaces, and
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a base extension extending from the base, comprising a base area having a second area
disposed on the second material surface, to face substantially externally with
respect to the cavity when the lid is in the closed position;

wherein, when the lid is in the closed position,

a label location area is disposed substantially on a first part of the first area of the lid and
a first part of the second area of the base,

the first part of the first area and the first part of the second area are substantially
coplanar to

each other and
an adjacent flat part of the lid area,

the label location area is configured to receive, on an outermost part of the container, a

flat portion of a label that
is substantially coplanar to the adjacent flat part of the lid area,
covers the first part of the first area and the first part of the second area,

and transverses the label location area.

49.(New) The container of claim 48 wherein,

the material is a thermoformed structure forming the unitary construction of the base, lid, and
hinge;

the container includes the flat portion the label,

the base includes ribs adapted hold the product;

the lid further includes a substantially flat lid top area and, when the lid is in the closed position,
the label location area is inclined at a reflex angle of less than 270 degrees with respect to

the substantially flat lid top area.

50.(New) The container for packaging the product of claim 49 wherein,

the packaged product is fresh retail produce.
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In the claims:
Please add claim 48 as follows:
1-20. (Cancelled)
21.(Previously Presented) A container for packaging a product, the container comprising:
a base having a floor;
a lid movable about a hinge with respect to the base from an open position to a closed position,
wherein the closed position defines a cavity inside the container between the floor and the
lid,
the base, lid, and hinge having a unitary construction from a material having a generally defined
thickness between a first material surface and a second material surface disposed on
immediately opposite sides of the material, wherein at least a portion of the first material
surface is parallel to an immediately opposite portion of the second material surface;
the cavity having
a base portion dimensioned to contain a first portion of the product in the base and
a lid portion dimensioned to contain a second portion of the product in the lid, and
wherein
the lid portion is disposed beyond the base and outward from the base portion,
and
the cavity is generally defined by the second material surface;
the lid having
a substantially flat top disposed parallel to the floor when the lid is in the closed position,
a substantially planar frontal extension

extending from the substantially flat lid top to a bottom edge of the lid,
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wherein
the bottom edge is between, and outward from both, the substantially flat
lid top and the floor when the lid is in the closed position,
the substantially planar frontal extension extends obliquely to the floor
when the lid is in the closed position,
having a first planar area on the substantially planar frontal extension’s portion of
the first material surface, and
having a first lid hole fully encompassed within a substantially planar lid area;
the base having
a sidewall extending from the floor to a base rim that generally defines an opening for the
base portion of the cavity, wherein the sidewall and floor each includes portions of both
the first and second material surfaces,
a base extension
extending from the base,
having
a primary surface area with a flat portion facing external to the cavity
wherein the flat portion is bounded by a first boundary and a
second boundary,
a second planar area on the flat portion disposed obliquely to the floor, and
a secondary surface area that is
on the direct opposite side of the material from the flat portion and
is an extension of the sidewall’s portion of the first material

surface; and
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wherein in the closed position
the first planar area, the second planar area, and the first and second boundaries of the flat
portion are all generally coplanar,
a first flat portion of a label covers both
the primary surface area of the base extension and the substantially planar lid area
of the substantially planar frontal extension, and
the primary surface area is adjacent to the substantially planar lid area of the substantially

planar frontal extension.

22 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the lid has a lid rim that generally defines an opening for the lid portion of the cavity,
the bottom edge of the lid is located on the lid rim, and
the first flat portion of the label fully extends
from adjacent the substantially flat top

to the bottom edge of the lid.

23.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the first 1id hole is fully circumscribed by a planar lid hole edge of the substantially planar lid

area.

24 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 23 wherein the base extension extends into
the first lid hole when the lid is in the closed position, and

the bottom edge of the lid is distant from the floor when the lid is in the closed position.

-4/20-

Ex.1002 / Page 142 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al



25.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the label has a second flat portion located between a third flat portion and the first flat portion of
the label, wherein

the second flat portion is located on the substantially flat top of the lid, and

the first flat portion is separated from the third flat portion by the width of the

substantially flat top of the lid.

26.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the bottom edge of the lid extends from nearly adjacent the first lid hole to nearly adjacent a

second lid hole in the substantially planar lid area of the substantially planar frontal extension.

27.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 26 wherein
between the first lid hole and the second lid hole the bottom edge of the lid has a convex

curvature.

28.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the floor of the base has a length and a width, wherein
the length of the floor is bounded by a first end and a second end, and the substantially

planar frontal extension fully extends the length of the floor.

29.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 28 wherein
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the label fully extends the length of the floor.

30.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 21 wherein
the first lid hole is entirely located between the bottom edge of the lid and the substantially flat

top of the lid.

31.(Previously Presented) A container for packaging a product,

the container comprising;:

a base having a floor;
a lid moveable about a hinge with respect to the base from:
a substantially open position to
a substantially closed position,
wherein the substantially closed position substantially defines a cavity disposed
substantially inside the container between the floor and the lid, the base and lid
both formed from a container material;
the cavity having
a base portion of the cavity dimensioned to contain at least a first portion of the product
disposed substantially inside the base, and
a lid portion of the cavity having a shape suitable to contain at least a second portion of
the product disposed outside the base portion of the cavity when the lid is in the
substantially closed position, wherein the lid portion of the cavity is disposed at
least generally beyond the base and generally outward from the base portion of

the cavity;
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the container material having
a material thickness generally defined by a first material surface disposed on an
immediately opposite side of the container material to a second material surface,
and
wherein a portion of the first material surface is substantially parallel with respect to an
immediately opposite portion of the second material surface;
the lid having
a substantially flat lid top area
disposed at least generally parallel to the floor when the lid is in the substantially
closed position and including
a lid top portion of the first material surface disposed on a first predominantly

external lid surface area,

a substantially planar frontal extension

extending from the substantially flat lid top area to a bottom edge of the lid,
wherein the bottom edge of the lid is between the substantially flat lid top area
and the floor when the lid is in the substantially closed position and beyond an
area directly between the substantially flat lid top area and floor when the lid is in
the substantially closed position, and having a lid front portion of the first material
surface disposed on a second predominantly external lid surface area extending
generally downwardly from the substantially flat lid top area when the lid is in the
substantially closed position and the floor is positioned substantially horizontal

with the substantially flat lid top area located above the floor, wherein the
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substantially planar frontal extension is disposed facing substantially upwardly
with respect to the floor, and
a lid end portion defined generally at a margin of the lid, and
a lid hole substantially defined in the container material
by a lid hole edge and
fully encompassed within a substantially planar lid area,

wherein the second material surface of the substantially flat lid top area and the second
material surface of the substantially planar frontal extension intersect at an obtuse
angle;

the base having

the floor wherein, with respect to the cavity, the floor comprises an external floor surface
area disposed on the first material surface and an internal floor surface area
disposed on the second material surface,

a sidewall extending generally upwardly from the floor having, with respect to the cavity,
a predominantly external sidewall surface area disposed on the first material
surface and a predominantly internal sidewall surface area disposed on the second
material surface,

a rim wherein, a portion of the rim partially defines a base opening suitable for at least
partial receipt of the product into the base portion of the cavity, and

a base extension generally extending from the rim, the base extension comprising a
primary surface area disposed facing substantially externally with respect to the
base portion of the cavity, wherein the primary surface area comprising a flat

portion disposed on an extension of the predominantly internal sidewall surface
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area of the second material surface, and wherein the base extension having a
secondary surface area on an immediately opposite side of the container material
to the flat portion of primary surface area, the secondary surface area disposed on
an extension of the predominantly external sidewall surface area of the first
material surface

wherein when the lid is in the substantially closed position, the substantially planar
frontal extension is disposed obliquely to the floor and projects generally away
from the hinge from, the substantially flat lid top area to, the lid end portion,
wherein the substantially planar frontal extension terminates substantially at the
margin;

a label

covering the substantially flat lid top area of the lid,

having a substantially flat portion covering the substantially planar frontal extension,

wherein
the label extends beyond the substantially planar frontal extension,
when the lid is in the substantially closed position, the label covers the flat portion

of the base extension; and
the lid having a first planar area disposed on the substantially planar frontal extension, the base

having a second planar area disposed on the flat portion of the primary surface disposed

obliquely to the floor,

wherein the first planar area and the second planar area are

generally coplanar and
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disposed facing externally with respect to the cavity when the lid is in the

substantially closed position.

32.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 31 wherein,

in the substantially closed position, both, the lid hole and the lid hole edge are entirely

encompassed within the substantially planar frontal extension.

33.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 31 wherein

the substantially flat lid top area has a width disposed generally between the hinge and the
substantially planar frontal extension;
the label has
a first flat portion encompassing the substantially flat portion,
a second flat portion covering the substantially flat lid top area, and
a third flat portion,
wherein the first flat portion is separated from the third flat portion by the width of the

substantially flat lid top area.

34.(Previously Presented) A container for packaging contents intended for sale wherein, the
contents comprising a product, the container comprising;:
a container material substantially comprising a base, a floor and, a lid moveable with respect to

the base from, at least one substantially open position to, at least one substantially closed
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position wherein, the at least one substantially closed position substantially defining a cavity
disposed substantially inside the container between the floor and the lid;
the cavity comprising:
a base portion of the cavity to contain at least a first portion of the product disposed
substantially inside the base; and
a lid portion of the cavity modified to contain at least a second portion of the product
disposed substantially outside the base portion of the cavity wherein,
the container material further comprising;:
a material thickness having a dimension generally defined by two material surfaces
wherein, a first of the two material surfaces is disposed on an immediately opposite side
of the container material with respect to a second of the two material surfaces and
wherein, at least one portion of the first of the two material surfaces is disposed
substantially parallel with respect to an immediately opposite portion of the second of the

two material surfaces;

the lid comprising;:
the lid portion of the cavity comprising a shape suitable to contain at least the second
portion of the product disposed outside the base when the lid is in the at least one
substantially closed position wherein, the lid portion of the cavity is disposed at least
generally beyond the base and generally outwardly with respect to the base portion of the
cavity;
a hinged attachment to the base disposed generally adjacent to a hinged side of the lid
wherein, the lid is movable about the hinged attachment between, the at least one

substantially open position and, the at least one substantially closed position;

-11/20-

Ex.1002 / Page 149 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al



a substantially flat lid top area disposed at least generally parallel to the floor when the lid
is in the at least one substantially closed position wherein, the substantially flat lid top
area comprising a lid top portion of the first of the two material surfaces disposed on a
first predominantly external lid surface area;

a substantially planar frontal extension comprising a lid front portion of the first of the
two material surfaces disposed on a second predominantly external lid surface area
extending generally downwardly from the substantially flat lid top area wherein, when
the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position and the floor is positioned
substantially horizontally, the substantially planar frontal extension is disposed facing
substantially upwardly with respect to the floor and, wherein comprising a lid end portion
defined generally at a margin of the lid wherein, the substantially planar frontal extension
is inclined at a reflex angle of less than 270 degrees with respect to the substantially flat
lid top area; and

at least one lid hole comprising an opening substantially defined_in the container material
by a lid hole edge wherein, the at least one lid hole is fully encompassed within a

substantially planar lid area having the lid hole edge;

the base comprising:
the floor wherein, with respect to the cavity, the floor comprising, at least one external
floor surface area disposed on the first of the two material surfaces and at least one
internal floor surface area disposed on the second of the two material surfaces;
at least one sidewall extending generally upwardly from the floor and comprising, with

respect to the cavity, a predominantly external sidewall surface area disposed on the first
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of the two material surfaces and a predominantly internal sidewall surface area disposed
on the second of the two material surfaces;

a rim wherein, at least one portion of the rim partially defines a base opening suitable for
at least partial receipt of the product into the base portion of the cavity; and

at least one base extension generally extending from the at least one portion of the rim,
the at least one base extension comprising a primary surface area disposed facing
substantially externally with respect to the base portion of the cavity wherein, the primary
surface area comprising a flat portion disposed on an extension of the predominantly
internal sidewall surface area of the second of the two material surfaces and, wherein, the
at least one base extension comprising a secondary surface area on an immediately
opposite side of the container material to the flat portion of primary surface area, the
secondary surface area disposed on an extension of the predominantly external sidewall
surface area of the first of the two material surfaces wherein,

when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position and the container is
orientated wherein the floor is substantially horizontal and the at least one external floor
surface area faces substantially downwardly, the substantially planar frontal extension is
disposed obliquely to the floor and projects generally downwardly in a direction generally
away from the hinged side of the lid from, the substantially flat lid top area to, the lid end
portion wherein the substantially planar frontal extension terminates substantially at the

margin;

the container further comprising:
a first planar area disposed on the lid, within the bounds of the substantially planar frontal

extension; and
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a second planar area disposed on the flat portion of the primary surface, disposed obliquely with
respect to the floor wherein,
when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position,

the first planar area and the second planar area face substantially in the same direction wherein,

the container comprising;
a substantially flat area, inclined at a reflex angle of less than 270 degrees with respect to
the substantially flat lid top area wherein, the substantially flat area comprising:
a circumferential dimension which is substantially less than each of, a largest internal
perimeter of the base opening and an outermost perimeter of the lid;
an edge of the first planar area and at least part of the second planar area, disposed facing
at least substantially externally with respect to the cavity; and
at least one surface configuration between the lid and the base comprising, at least, the first
planar area of the lid, at least two distinct boundary portions of the flat portion of the primary
surface area and, the flat portion of the primary surface area of the at least one base extension
wherein, the flat portion comprising the second planar area disposed substantially co-planar with
respect to, both, the lid front portion of the first of the two material surfaces and the at least two
distinct boundary portions, to comprise the substantially flat area, wherein,
the substantially flat area is disposed substantially outside of the cavity of the container and is
suitable to be covered in a generally flat fashion by a substantially flat portion of an entire label
wherein, the entire label is proposed to be received by the container wherein the entire label is

larger than the substantially flat area and wherein,
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the substantially flat portion of the entire label is proposed to contour substantially to the
substantially flat area, in the generally flat fashion, to cover at least two immediately adjacent
surface portions of the container with respect to the at least one surface configuration wherein,
a first of the at least two immediately adjacent surface portions is the entire flat portion of the
primary surface area of the at least one base extension and, a second of the at least two
immediately adjacent surface portions is disposed on the substantially planar frontal extension
wherein,

when contouring to the substantially flat area and covering the at least two immediately adjacent
surface portions in the generally flat fashion, the substantially flat portion of the entire label is
proposed to at least generally contour to an outermost shape of the container including, at least
each of, the lid front portion of the first of the two material surfaces of the substantially planar
frontal extension, the second planar area and, the at least two distinct boundary portions of the

flat portion of the primary surface area of the at least one base extension.

35.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 34 wherein, the at least one base extension
comprising a formed section wherein, the formed section stands proud of the at least one portion
of the rim wherein, the second planar area comprising a planar perimeter wherein, a portion of
the planar perimeter defines at least two distinct sides of the second planar area and wherein, the
at least one lid hole is disposed at least generally adjacent to the first planar area wherein, when
the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position, the at least one lid hole corresponds to
and mates with the at least two distinct sides of the second planar area, to expose the second
planar area wherein, facilitating the at least one surface configuration, to provide the

substantially flat area.
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36.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 35 wherein, the lid hole edge is
substantially planar and wherein, when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position,
the lid hole edge and the at least one lid hole are entirely encompassed within a perimeter of the

substantially flat area.

37.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 35 wherein, the substantially flat 1id top
area has a width disposed generally between the hinged side of the lid and the substantially
planar frontal extension; the entire label having a first flat label portion, a second flat label
portion, and a third flat label portion located between the first and second flat label portions,
wherein the first flat label portion comprising the substantially flat portion of the entire label,;
wherein, when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position and the entire label is
received by the container, the third flat label portion substantially spans the width of the
substantially flat lid top area and is located directly above the floor, the first flat label portion is
separated from the second flat label portion by the width of the substantially flat lid top area, and
the substantially flat area is both, substantially parallel and immediately adjacent with respect to

the first flat label portion.

38.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 35 wherein, when the lid is in the at least
one substantially closed position, the at least one lid hole corresponds with the flat portion of the
primary surface area wherein, the formed section of the at least one base extension protrudes

from the base, generally into the at least one lid hole, to provide the substantially flat area
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wherein, the substantially flat area is substantially coplanar with the planar perimeter of the flat
portion.

39.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 36 wherein, a portion of the margin of the
lid extends from, a first opening area adjacent to a first of the at least one lid hole to, a second
opening area adjacent to a second of the at least one lid hole wherein, the portion of the margin
includes a most forwardly extended point of the lid when the lid is in the at least one
substantially closed position wherein, the most forwardly extended point of the lid is generally
disposed at the front of the container, on a directly opposite side of the container to the hinged

attachment.

40.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 39 wherein, when the lid is in the at least
one substantially closed position, the portion of the margin includes at least one point which is

closer, to either of, the first lid hole and the second lid hole, than to the floor of the base.

41.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 34 wherein, the container comprising at
least one mechanical locking mechanism disposed within the perimeter of the substantially flat

area, to lock the lid to the base when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position.

42 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 41 wherein, when the lid is in the at least
one substantially closed position, the margin of the lid extends from
a first lock area adjacent to a first of the at least one mechanical locking mechanism to
a second lock area adjacent to a second of the at least one mechanical locking

mechanism;
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wherein between the first lock area and the second lock area, the margin has at least one convex

curvature portion.

43 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 41 further comprising a chamfered
abutment of an edge of the first planar area and at least a part of the second planar area disposed

within the perimeter of the substantially flat area.

44 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 41 wherein, the first planar area and the
second planar area partially overlap when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed
position;

further comprising an overlap of a lid material portion and a base material portion, disposed
within the perimeter of the substantially flat area when the lid is in the at least one substantially

closed position.

45 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 44 wherein, the overlap includes the first
planar area located adjacent to the second planar area and disposed within the perimeter of the

substantially flat area.

46.(Previously Presented) The container of claim 45 wherein, first planar area of the overlap
is separated from the second planar area of the overlap by the dimension of the material

thickness.
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47 (Previously Presented) The container of claim 45 wherein, the substantially flat area is
covered with the substantially flat portion of the entire label in the generally flat fashion, to span

the overlap.

48.(New) A container for packaging a product, the container comprising:
a base having a floor;
a lid movable about a hinge with respect to the base from an open position to a closed position,
wherein the closed position defines a cavity inside the container between the floor and the
lid;
the base, lid, and hinge having a unitary construction from a material having a generally defined
thickness between a first material surface and a second material surface disposed on
immediately opposite sides of the material, wherein at least a portion of the first material
surface is parallel to an immediately opposite portion of the second material surface;
the cavity having
a base portion dimensioned to contain a first portion of the product in the base and
a lid portion dimensioned to contain a second portion of the product in the lid, and
wherein, when the lid is in the closed position,
the lid portion of the cavity is disposed beyond the base and outward from the
base portion, and
the cavity is generally defined by the second material surface;
the lid having a lid area comprising a first area disposed on the first material surface to face
substantially externally with respect to the cavity when the lid is in the closed position;
the base having
a sidewall extending from the floor to a base rim that generally defines an opening for the
base portion of the cavity, wherein the sidewall and floor each includes portions
of both the first and second material surfaces, and
a base extension extending from the base, comprising a base area having a second area
disposed on the second material surface, to face substantially externally with
respect to the cavity when the lid is in the closed position;

wherein, when the lid is in the closed position,
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a label location area is disposed substantially on a first part of the first area of the lid and
a first part of the second area of the base,
the first part of the first area and the first part of the second area are substantially
coplanar to
each other and
an adjacent flat part of the lid area,
the label location area is configured to receive, on an outermost part of the container, a
flat portion of a label that
is substantially coplanar to the adjacent flat part of the lid area,
covers the first part of the first area and the first part of the second area,

and transverses the label location area.
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(54) Title: PACKAGE WITH RETAINMENT MEANS

(57) Abstract: The invention relates to packages of a fibrous material for receiving frangible products such as eggs, the packages
being provided with a bottom part (2) and a cover part (3) hingedly connected to the bottom part and specifically to various retainment
means for releasably retaining the cover part to the bottom part in a simple, yet reliable manner. According to the invention there
& is thus provided retainment means on the cover part for engagement with appropriate parts of an upper flange-like rim portion (6)
& of the bottom part, said means according to one embodiment consisting of protrusions (7) provided on the inner surface of the front
side (4) of the cover part. When the cover part from an open position is swung to a closed position on the bottom part, one or more
protrusions on the cover part are brought into engagement with the lower surface of said upper rim portion of the bottom part, thereby
releasably retaining the cover part to the bottom part. The alternative possibility, i.e. the provision of appropriate protrusions on the
upper edge region of the bottom part for engagement for instance with suitably shaped openings in the cover part is also described.
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PACKAGE WITH RETAINMENT MEANS

TECHNICAL FIELD

5
The present invention relates to packages of the kind set forth in-the preamble of
claim 1 and more particularly to retainment means for preveniing unintentional
opening of a cover part of such packages.

10

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Packages of the above kind, i.e. packages formed by suction moulding of a fibrous
material for receiving one or more frangible producis to be packed, for instance

15 eggs, are well-known within the art. Among these a large number of different
packages specifically for eggs has been described. Such packages generally
comprise a bottom part provided with a pattern of pocket-like compartments for
accommodating the eggs and a cover part, which is often hingedly connected to the
bottom part so that it can be swung between a closed and an open position. Most

20 such packages are furthermore provided with retainment means for releasably
retaining the cover part in its closed position on the bottom part and a large number
of different retainment means for this purpose has been described.

Such retainment means are for instance disclosed in US 4,782,995 and US

25 5,860,528 and common for these means - and corresponding retainment means
known from many other packages of the present kind - is the provision of dedicated
retainment members on either cover part, bottom part or on both parts.

A comparatively simple type of retainment means is described in EP 1 098 826 B1,
30 said means comprising openings in the vicinity of the edge region of the front face of
the cover part provided for releasable retainment with corresponding outwardly
extending projecting members located on the bottom part. When the cover part
closes on the botiom part, these outwardly projecting members enter into retaining
engagement with a part of the periphery of said holes and by afterwards pulling
35 outwards and upwards in said edge region of the cover part it is possible to

Ex.1002 / Page 195 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al



WO 2005/035392 PCT/1IB2004/051701

disengage the projecting members from the holes, whereby it becomes possible to
open the package.

The above packages suffer from different disadvantages. Thus, generally dedicated
5 retainment means on both the cover part and the bottom part are required and at

least in connection with the above-mentioned package disclosed in EP 1 098 826

B1 the retainment obtained is not always sufficiently reliable, partly due to the fact

that the retainment openings in the cover part are placed in the viginity of the edge

region of the cover part, where the material does not always have the needed
10 rigidity to ensure a reliable retainment of the cover part to the bottom part.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

15 On the above background it is an object of the present invention to provide improved
retainment of the cover part of a package to the bottom part hereof, the cover part
and the bottom part of the package being hingedly connected to each other along an

' upper rim portion of the bottom part and a lower edge portion of the cover part.

20 Thus according to one aspect of the present invention there is provided a package
formed by a suction moulding of a fibrous material for receiving one or more
frangible products, such as eggs, comprising the following main parts:

- a bottom part comprising non-planar side surfaces so as to match at least partially

25 the outer contours of the product(s) to be packed and provided with an upper rim
portion or upper rim portions running along the upper edge region of the bottom part
and extending ouiwards from the bottom part;

- acover part comprising at least a top surface and a front surface which meet at an
30 angle to form an edge;

- the bottom part being connected to the cover part by a hinge so as to allow the
cover part to move between an open position and a closed position;
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- the front surface of the cover part extending down from the edge and overlapping
the non-planar side surface of the bottom part opposite the hinge when the cover
partis in its closed position;

5 - where said cover part is provided with at least one inwardly extending protrusion
for locking engagement with the upper rim portion of the bottom part when the
package is being closed; and

- where the hinge is positioned above the level of the upper rim portion of the
10 bottom part.

The provision of said inwardly extending protrusions for engagement with the upper
rim portion of the bottom part is advantageous in that these protrusions are
consequently placed further away from the free edge portion of the cover part, i.e. at

15 positions of the cover part where the overall rigidity of the cover part is greater than
in the vicinity of the free edge portion hereof.

Furthermore, by positioning the hinge portion above the level of the upper rim
portion of the bottom part, the lateral cross sectional shape of the cover part

20 becomes modified relative o the corresponding cross sectional shape of a cover
part, in which the hinge portion was located at the rim portion, this modification in
itself yielding an increased lateral rigidity of the cover part and hence a more secure
retainment of the cover part to the bottom part.

25 Furthermore this positioning of the hinge portion is advantageous in that it allows the
retainment protrusion(s) on the cover part to swing into its/their retaining position
underneath the upper rim portion running along the upper edge region of the bottom
part with only a slight deformation of the material of these corresponding retainment
portions during closing and opening of the package.

30
The package is preferably made of moulded pulp, although other materials of
suitable resiliency could also be envisaged.

The present invention takes advantage of the presence on the bottom part of said
35 upper rim portion or upper rim portions running along the upper edge region of the
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bottom part and extending outwards from the bottom part. Such flange-like upper
rim portions on the bottom part of packages of the kind dealt with in the present
context are well known for instance from the above-mentioned documents and form
a part of the bridging structure connecting the different pockets in the bottom part of

5 egg trays, etc. According to the present invention this feature, i.e. the flange-like
upper rim portion of the bottom part, can in an advantageous manner be utilised as
one of the complementary retainment means mentioned above, the cover part being
provided with suitable complementary protrusions, which during closing of the
package are brought into retaining engagement with said upper rim portion. A

10 specific embodiment of this mechanism is described in the detailed description of
the invention.

The above-mentioned protrusion or protrusions of the cover part can in principle be
positioned on the cover part at such positions that it/they isfare brought into
15 engagement with said upper rim portion of the bottom part anywhere along this edge
portion. As the edge portion typically only extends outwardly from the corresponding
portion of the bottom part over a very limited distance in those regions of the bottom
part, where the edge portion runs along the pockets in the bottomn part it might,
however, be advantageous to place the protrusions on the cover part such that
20 during closing of the package they are brought info engagement with the upper rim
portion of the bottom part in the regions between adjacent pockets. This will become
immediately apparent from the following detailed description of the invention.

Although the possibility to use the unmodified flange-like upper rim portion of the

25 bottom part as one of the complementary retainment means has been described as
an advantageous embodiment of the principles of the invention it is, however, also
possible to provide one or more separate flaps or the like on the flange-like upper
rim portion. This possibility could for instance be utilised if for some reason it would
be desirable to provide said protrusions on the cover part at places corresponding to

30 engagement with the flange-like upper rim portion of the botiom part at places,
where this portion only extends a short distance outwards from the bottom part, as
for instance along the outer surface of the pockets, as described above.

Especially compared to the package disclosed in the above-mentioned document
35 EP 1 098 826 B1 the retainment means according to the present invention offers a
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simple and yet reliable solution to the problem of an occasionally unreliable
retainment of the cover part to the bottom part of the package. Thus by placing the
protrusions on the cover part for engagement with the flange-like upper rim portion
of the bottom part, one of the complementary retainment means, i.e. the protrusions,

5 necessarily hecomes located further away from the lowermost edge region of the
front surface of the cover part than in the package disclosed in EP 1 098 826 B1, i.e.
in a region of the cover part with less transversal compliance (increased rigidity)
than the corresponding retainment means in the cover part of the package
according to EP 1 098 826 B1.

10
As a different - and complementary - embodiment of retainment means according to
the present invention it is also possible to provide the bottom part of the package
with protrusions for locking engagement with co-operating means provided on the
cover part. Thus according to this embodiment of the invention there is provided a

15 package formed by suction moulding of a fibrous material for receiving one or more
frangible products to be packed, such as eggs, comprising:

- a bottom part comprising non-planar side surfaces so as to match at least
partially the outer contours of the produci(s) to be packed and provided with an
20 upper rim poriion;
- a cover part comprising at least a top surface and a front surface which meet at
an angle to form an edge;
- the bottom part (2) being connected to the cover part by a hinge so as to allow
the cover part to move between an open position and a closed position;
25 - the front surface exiending down from the edge and overlapping the non-planar
side surface of the bottom part opposite the hinge when the cover part is in its
closed position;

where the bottom part adjacent said upper rim portion is provided with at least one

30 outwardly extending protrusion for locking engagement with co-operating means
provided on the cover part and where said hinge (5) Is positioned above the level of
the upper rim portion (8) of the bottom part (2).
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Specifically the co-operating means on the cover part of this embodiment is one or
more openings in the front surface of the cover part, aithough other equivalent
means may also be envisaged be a person skilled in the art.

5
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
The invention will now be described in more detail with reference to the
accompanyihg drawings, in which

10
Figure 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of a package shown in its open
state and provided with mutually corresponding retainment means according to the
present invention for retainment of the cover part to the bottom part of the package
when the package is in the closed state;

15

Figure 2A is a first perspective view of a preferred embodiment of a package
provided with retainment means according to the present invention;

Figure 2B is a second perspective view of the preferred embodiment of a package
20 shown in Figure 2A and provided with retainment means according fo the present
invention;

Figure 2C is a perspective view of an embhodiment of a package provided with
retainment means according fo the invention;

25
Figure 3 is a side elevational view of a package in the open state and provided with

retainment means according to the present invention;

Figure 4 is another and more preferred package provided with retainment means
30 according to the present invention; and

Figure § is a perspective view of a package provided with additional retainment flaps
according to the present invention.

35
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In the following, a detailed description of a specific embodiment of the retainment
means according to the invention is given with reference to exemplifying packages

5 comprising such means for the purpose of providing a reliable locking of the cover
part of the package to the bottom part hereof, when the package is in its closed
state,

Thus with reference to Fig.1 there is shown a package 1 for eggs comprising bottom
0 parts 2 and cover parts 3 hingedly connected to each other by a hinge portion 5.
The cover part 3 comprises a substantially planar top surface 16 and a substantially
planar frontal side 4 which in the closed state of the package extends downwardly
substantially over the entire height of the bottom part 2, i.e. down to the botiom level
as indicated by reference numeral 15 in Figures 1 and 3.
15
The bottom part 2 of the package shown in Figure 1 comprises a total of 12 pockets
for eggs, generally designated by 12. Along the upper edge of the bottom part 2
there extends an upper flange-like rim portion 6 defining the upper level of the
bottom part itself. Elevated above this level, a hinge portion 5 connecting the bottorn
20 part 2 and the cover part 3 is situated.

The upper flange-like rim portion 6 extends a few millimetres outwardly from the egg
pockets 12 and bridges the gaps 13 formed between adjacent egg pockets. These
bridging portions of the upper rim portion 6 are designated 6 in the Figures and the

25 lower surface of one or more of these bridging portions 6' can advantageously be
used as one of the mutually corresponding retainment means according to the
present invention in a manner to be described below.

The inner surface of the frontal side 4 of the cover part 3 Is according to this
30 embodiment of the invention provided with inwardly extending protrusions 7, the
engagement surface 8 of which facing the top surface 16 of the cover part being
substantially planar although other shapes of this surface - and of the protrusions 7
generally - would also be possible. When the cover part 2 is being closed the
innermost part of the protrusions 7 passes over the corresponding outermost part of
35 the upper flange-like rim portion 6, this being possible due to the resiliency of the
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frontal side 4, and the protrusions 7 enter the gap 13 under the corresponding
bridging portion €', whereby the engagement surface 8 of the profrusions enters into
retaining engagement with the lower surface of the bridging portion 6’ and retain the
cover part 3 to the bottom part 2. In order to open the package again, the frontal

5 side 4 of the cover part 3 is pulled in an outward direction, whereby the engagement
between the protrusions 7 and the corresponding bridging portions 6' can be
released.

Referring to Figures 2A and 2B there is shown a preferred embodiment of a
10 package comprising retainment means according to the invention. This package is
specifically designed to accommodate two rows of five eggs and comprises a single
bottom part 2 and corresponding cover part 3. The package shown in Figures 2A
and 2B comprises both the retaining protrusions 7 on the cover part and additionally
the retainer means 10, 11 known from the initially cited European Patent No. 1 098
15 826. Furthermore, according to this embodiment of a package, the upper rim portion
6 of the bottom part 2 is provided with retainment flaps 25A and 25B for
engagement with the corresponding protrusions 7 and the openings 10,
respegtively, provided on the cover part 3. These pairs of refainment flaps 25A, 258
are shown in Figure 2B.
20
Referring fo Figure 2C an embodiment of a package is shown which only comprises
the retainment protrusions 7 on the cover part 3 and the corresponding flaps 25A on
the upper rim portion of the bottom part. This embodiment of a package is thus not
provided with the retainment means known from the initially cited European Patent
25 No. 1 098 826.

Referring now to Figure 3 there is shown a side elevational view of the package
shown in Figure 1. The transition between the top surface 16 and the planar frontal
side 4 takes in this package place via the rounded edge portion 17 and the

30 protrusion 7 is seen to be located approximately midways between this edge portion
17 and the distal edge portion 21 of the frontal side 4.

A side elevational view of an alternative package is shown in Figure 4, in which the
rounded edge portion 17 of the package shown in Figure 3 has been replaced by a

Ex.1002 / Page 202 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al



WO 2005/035392 PCT/1IB2004/051701

substantially planar edge region 20 longitudinally bounded by edge portions 18 and
18. The protrusion is in this case located in the vicinity of the edge portion 19.

Returning to Figure 1, the bottom part 2 and the cover part 3 are furthermore - as an
5 option - provided with those retainment means aiready known from the initially cited
European Patent No. 1 098 826. The prime advantage of the retainment means
according to the present invention becomes apparent by a comparison between the
retainment means disclosed in EP 1 098 826 and those of the present invention.

10 The retainment means according to EP 1 098 826 comprises one or more
rectangular holes 10 in the frontal side 4 and corresponding projections 11 placed
on one or more of the pockets 12 of the bottom part 2. As apparent from Figures 3
and 4, these projections terminate downwardly in inclined portions 22 and when the
cover part 3 Is closed, a retaining engagement is established between these inclined
15 portions 22 and the corresponding edge portion 23 of the hole in the frontal side 4.
The projections, however, only project a few millimetres - typically approximately 3
mm - outwards from the corresponding surface of the pocket 12 and a reliable
retainment by these means requires that the frontal side 4 be substantially plane
and not exhibiting an outwardly arched shape relative to the bottom part 2. In
20 practice, this requirement is not always fulfilled, and this has turned out to cause
problems both during the packing process and in shops, where packages tend to
open. These problems are solved by the retainment means according to the present

invention.

25 Referring finally to Figure 5 there is shown an embodiment of retainment means as
set forth in the invention according to which the flange-like upper edge 6 of the
bottom part 2 is additionally provided with outwardly extending retainment flaps 25,
Such flaps can - as described above - as one possibility be placed at the portions of
the upper edge 6 corresponding to the positions of the retainment openings 10 in

30 the cover part 3, in which case they can serve as a supplementary retainment
means to the retainment means provided by the openings 10 and the corresponding
projections 11 on the bottom part 2, to the effect that when the engagement
between the openings 10 and the projections 11 is released, the cover part will still
be prevented from completely opening due to a subsequent engagement between

35 the openings 10 and the corresponding flaps 25. It is, however, also possible to
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place the retainment flaps 25 in the regions of the upper edge 6 of the bottom part 2

between the pockets 12, i.e. in the regions designated 6' in the Figures, in which

case the flaps may serve as a reinforcement of the engagement between the

protrusions 7 on the cover part 3 and this portion &' of the upper edge 6 of the
5 bottom part 2.

Although various embodiments of the present invention have been shown and
described in the preceding parts of the detailed description, it is understood that a
person skilled in the art may conceive other embodiments of the invention without
10 departing from the scope of the invention as defined by the following claims. As an
example, various combinations of the retainment means described above may be
utilised and appropriate numbers of corresponding retainment means and their
placement on the cover part and the bottom part may be varied according to specific
requirements. Also as described, retainment flaps can be provided as appropriate
15 on - or in the region about - the upper edge region of the bottom part.
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LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

1. Package
2. Bottom part of package
3. Cover part of package
4. Front side of cover part
5. Hinge portion
6. Flange-like upper rim portion of bottom part
68’ Flange-like upper rim portion of bottom part between egg pockets
10 7. Protrusions on cover part
8. Engagement surface of protrusion
9. Edge
10. Retainment opening in cover part
11. Retainment projection on bottom part
15 12. Pocket
13. Region between adjacent pockets
14. Opening
15. Underlying surface
16. Top surface
20 17. Rounded edge portion
18. Edge portion
19. Edge portion
20. Planar edge region
21. Distal edge portion of front side of cover part
25 22. Inclined portion on retainment projection
23. Edge portion of retainment opening
24, Side surface of bottom part opposite hinge portion
25. Retainment flaps

30
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CLAIMS

1. Package (1) farmed by suction moulding of a fibrous material for receiving one or
more frangible products o be packed, such as eggs, comprising:
5 - a bottom part (2) comprising non-planar side surfaces so as to match at Jeast
partially the outer contours of the product(s) to be packed, an upper rim portion
() of the bottom part (2) extending outwards from the bottom part (2);
- a cover part (3) comprising at least a top surface (16) and a front surface (4)
which meet at an angle to form an edge (17, 18);
10 - the bottom part (2) being connected to the cover part (3) by a hinge (5) so as to
allow the cover part (3) to move between an open position and a closed position;
- the front surface (4) extending down from the edge (17, 18) and overlapping the
non-planar side surface of the bottom part (2) opposite the hinge (5) when the
cover part (3) is in its closed position;

15 characterised in that said cover part (3) is provided with at least one inwardly
extending protrusion (7) for locking engagement with said upper rim portion (6) of
the bottom part (2) when the package (1) is being closed, and that said hinge (5)is
positioned above the level of the upper rim portion (6) of the bottom part (2).

20 2. Package according to claim 1, characterised in that said agricultural products are
eggs and that the boitom part (2) of the package (1) is provided with a pattern of
pockets (12) for accommodating the eggs.

3. Package according to claim 1 or 2, characterised in that the package (1) is a
25 moulded product.

4. Package according to claim 3, characterised in that the package (1) is moulded

as one piece.

30 5. Package according to any of the preceding claims, characierised in that the
package (1) is made of moulded pulp.

6. Package according to claim 1, characterised in that said cover part (3) on the
front side (4) hereof is provided with en edge portion (18) and that said one or more
35 protrusions (7) Is/are provided substantially adjacent said edge portion (19).
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7. Package according to claim 2, characterised in that said locking engagement of
the one or mere protrusions (7) with said upper rim portion (6) of the bottom part (2)
takes place at the flange-like upper rim portions (6") between adjacent pockets (12).

5
8. Package according to claim 1, characterised in that the package is furthermore
provided with retainment means comprising one or more openings (10) in the front
side (4) of the cover part (3) and co-operating retainment projections (11) on the
side surface (24) of the bottom part (2) opposite the hinge (5).

10

9. Package according to claim 1 or 8, characlerised in that the flange-like upper rim
portion (6) of the bottom part (2) is furthermore provided with outwardly extending
retainment flaps (25).

15 10. Package according to claim 9, characterised in that said flaps (25) are placed for
engagement with the engagement surface (8) of the protrusions (7) on the cover
part (3).

11. Package according to claim 9 when dependent on claim 9, characterised'in that
20 said flaps (15) are placed for engagement with an edge portion (23) of said
openings (10) provided in the cover part (3).

12. Package (1) farmed by suction moulding of a fibrous material for receiving one
or more frangible products to be packed, such as eggs, comprising:
25 - a bottom part (2) comprising non-planar side surfaces so as to match at least
partially the outer contours of the product(s) to be packed and provided with an
upper rim portion (6);
- a cover part (3) comprising at least a top surface (16) and a front surface (4)
which meet at an angle to form an edge (17, 18); ’
30 - the bottom part (2) being connected io the cover part (3) by a hinge (5) so as to
allow the cover part (3) to move between an open position and a closed position;
- the front surface (4) extending down from the edge (17, 18) and overlapping the
non-planar side surface of the bottom part (2) opposite the hinge (5) when the
cover part (3) is in its closed position;
35 characterised in that
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said bottom part (2) adjacent said upper rim portion (6) is provided with at least one
outwardly extending protrusion for locking engagement with co-operating means
provided on the cover part (3) and that said hinge (5) is positioned above the level of
the upper rim portion (6) of the bottom part (2).

13. Package according to claim 12, characterised in that said co-operating means
on the cover part (3) is one or more openings in the front surface (4) of the cover
part (3).
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PACKAGE WITH RETAINMENT MEANS

TECHNICAL FIELD

5
The present invention relates to packages of the kind set forth in-the preamble of
claim 1 and more particularly to retainment means for preventing unintentional
opening of a cover part of such packages.

10

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Packages of the above kind, i.e. packages formed by suction moulding of a fibrous
material for receiving one or more frangible products to be packed, for instance

15 eggs, are well-known within the art. Among these a large number of different
packages specifically for eggs has been described. Such packages generally
comprise a bottom part provided with a pattern of pocket-like compartments for
accommodating the eggs and a cover part, which is often hingedly connected to the
bottom part so that it can be swung between a closed and an open position. Most

20 such packages are furthermore provided with retainment means for releasably
retaining the cover part in its closed position on the bottom part and a large number
of different retainment means for this purpose has been described.

Such retainment means are for instance disclosed in US 4,782,895 and US

25 5,860,528 and common for these means - and corresponding retainment means
known from many other packages of the present kind - is the provision of dedicated
retainment members on either cover part, bottom part or on both parts.

A comparatively simple type of retainment means is described in EP 1 098 826 B1,
30 said means comprising openings in the vicinity of the edge region of the front face of
the cover part provided for releasable retainment with corresponding outwardly
extending projecting members located on the bottom part. When the cover part
closes on the bottom part, these outwardly projecting members enter into retaining
engagement with a part of the periphery of said holes and by afterwards pulling
35 outwards and upwards in said edge region of the cover part it is possible to
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disengage the projecting members from the holes, whereby it becomes possible to
open the package.

The above packages suffer from different disadvantages. Thus, generally dedicated
5 retainment means on both the cover part and the bottom part are required and at

least in connection with the above-mentioned package disclosed in EP 1 098 826

B1 the retainment obtained is not always sufficiently reliable, partly due to the fact

that the retainment openings in the cover part are placed in the vicinity of the edge

region of the cover part, where the material does not always have the needed
10 rigidity to ensure a reliable retainment of the cover part to the bottom part.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

15 On the above background it is an object of the present invention to provide improved
retainment of the cover part of a package to the bottom part hereof, the cover part
and the bottom part of the package being hingedly connected to each other along an

' upper rim portion of the bottom part and a lower edge portion of the cover part.

20 Thus according to one aspect of the present invention there is provided a package
formed by a suction moulding of a fibrous material for receiving one or more
frangible products, such as eggs, comprising the following main parts:

- a bottom part comprising non-planar side surfaces so as to match at least partially

25 the outer contours of the product(s) to be packed and provided with an upper rim
portion or upper rim portions running along the upper edge region of the bottom part
and extending outwards from the bottom part;

- a cover part comprising at least a top surface and a front surface which meet at an
30 angle to form an edge;

- the bottom part being connected to the cover part by a hinge so as to allow the
cover part to move between an open position and a closed position;
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- the front surface of the cover part extending down from the edge and overlapping
the non-planar side surface of the botlom part opposite the hinge when the cover
part is in its closed position;

5 - where said cover part is provided with at least one inwardly extending protrusion
for locking engagement with the upper rim portion of the bottom part when the
package is being closed; and

- where the hinge is positioned above the level of the upper rim portion of the
10 bottom part.

The provision of said inwardly extending protrusions for engagement with the upper
rim portion of the bottom part is advantageous in that these profrusions are
consequently placed further away from the free edge portion of the cover part, i.e. at

15 positions of the cover part where the overall rigidity of the cover part is greater than
in the vicinity of the free edge portion hereof.

Furthermore, by positioning the hinge portion above the level of the upper rim
portion of the bottom part, the lateral cross sectional shape of the cover part

20 becomes modified relative to the corresponding cross sectional shape of a cover
part, in which the hinge portion was located at the rim portion, this modification in
itself yielding an increased lateral rigidity of the cover part and hence a more secure
retainment of the cover part to the bottom part.

25 Furthermore this positioning of the hinge portion is advantageous in that it allows the
retainment protrusion(s) on the cover part to swing into its/their retaining position
underneath the upper rim portion running along the upper edge region of the bottom
part with only a slight deformation of the material of these corresponding retainment
portions during closing and opening of the package.

30
The package is preferably made of moulded pulp, although other materials of
suitable resiliency could also be envisaged.

The present invention takes advantage of the presence on the bottom part of said
35 upper rim portion or upper rim portions running along the upper edge region of the
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bottom part and extending outwards from the bottom part. Such flange-like upper
rim portions on the bottom part of packages of the kind dealt with in the present
context are well known for instance from the above-mentioned dacuments and form
a part of the bridging structure connecting the different pockets in the bottom part of

5 egg trays, etc. According to the present invention this feature, i.e. the flange-like
upper rim portion of the bottom part, can in an advantageous manner be utilised as
one of the complementary retainment means mentioned above, the cover part being
provided with suitable complementary protrusions, which during closing of the
package are brought into retaining engagement with said upper rim portion. A

10 specific embodiment of this mechanism is described in the detailed description of
the invention.

The abave-mentioned protrusion or protrusions of the cover part can in principle be
positioned on the cover part at such positions that it/they is/are brought into
15 engagement with said upper rim portion of the bottom part anywhere along this edge
portion. As the edge portion typically only extends outwardly from the corresponding
portion of the bottom part over a very limited distance in those regions of the bottom
part, where the edge portion runs along the pockets in the hottom part it might,
however, be advantageous to place the protrusions on the cover part such that
20 during closing of the package they are brought into engagement with the upper rim
portion of the hottom part in the regions between adjacent pockets. This will become
immediately apparent from the following detailed description of the invention.

Although the possibility to use the unmodified flange-like upper rim portion of the

25 bottam part as one of the complementary retainment means has been described as
an advantageous embodiment of the principles of the invention it is, however, also
possible to provide one or more separate flaps or the like on the flange-like upper
rim portion. This possibility could for instance be utilised if for some reason it would
be desirable to provide said protrusions on the cover part at places corresponding to

30 engagement with the flange-like upper rim portion of the bottom part at places,
where this portion only extends a short distance oulwards from the bottom part, as
for instance along the outer surface of the pockets, as described abave.

Especlally compared to the package disclosed in the above-mentioned document
35 EP 1 098 826 B1 the retainment means according to the present invention offers a
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simple and yet reliable solution to the problem of an occasionally unreliable
retainment of the cover part to the bottom part of the package. Thus by placing the
protrusions on the cover part for engagement with the flange-like upper rim portion
of the hottom part, one of the complementary retainment means, i.e. the protrusions,

5 necessarily becomes located further away from the lowermost edge region of the
front surface of the cover part than in the package disclosed in EP 1 098 826 B1, i.e.
in a region of the cover part with less transversal compliance (increased rigidity)
than the corresponding retainment means in the cover part of the package
according to EP 1 098 826 B1.

10
As a different - and complementary - embodiment of retainment means according to
the present invention it is also possible to provide the bottom part of the package
with protrusions for locking engagement with co-operating means provided on the
cover part. Thus according to this embodiment of the invention there is provided a

15 package formed by suction moulding of a fibrous material for receiving one or more
frangible products to be packed, such as eggs, comprising:

- a bottom part comprising non-planar side surfaces so as to maich at least
partially the outer contours of the product(s) to be packed and provided with an
20 upper rim portion;
- a cover part comprising at least a top surface and a front surface which meet at
an angle to form an edge;
- the bottom part (2) being connected to the cover part by a hinge so as to allow
the cover part to move between an open position and a closed position;
25 - the front surface extending down from the edge and overlapping the non-planar
side surface of the bottom part opposite the hinge when the cover part s in its
closed position;

where the boftom part adjacent said upper rim portion is provided with at least one

30 outwardly extending protrusion for Jocking engagement with co-operating means
provided on the cover part and where said hinge (5) is positioned above the level of
the upper rim portion (8) of the bottom part (2).
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Specifically the co-operating means on the cover part of this embodiment is one or
more openings in the front surface of the cover part, although other equivalent
means may also be envisaged be a person skilled in the art.

5
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
The invention will now be described in more detail with reference to the
accompanyihg drawings, in which

10
Figure 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of a package shown in its open
state and provided with mutually correspanding retainment means according to the
present invention for retainment of the cover part to the bottom part of the package
when the package is in the closed state;

15

Figure 2A is a first perspective view of a preferred embodiment of a package
provided with retainment means according to the present invention;

Figure 2B is a second perspective view of the preferred embodiment of a package
20 shown in Figure 2A and provided with retainment means according to the present
invention;

Figure 2C is a perspective view of an embodiment of a package provided with
retainment means according to the invention;

25
Figure 3 is a side elevational view of a package in the open state and provided with
retainment means according to the present invention;

Figure 4 is another and mare preferred package pravided with retainment means
30 according to the present invention; and

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a package provided with additional retainment flaps
according to the present invention.

35
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In the following, a detailed description of a specific embodiment of the retainment
means according to the invention is given with reference to exemplifying packages
5 comprising such means for the purpose of providing a reliable locking of the cover
part of the package to the bottom part hereof, when the package is in ifs closed

state,

Thus with reference to Fig.1 there is shown a package 1 for eggs comprising bottomn
10 parts 2 and cover parts 3 hingedly connected fo each other by a hinge portion 5.
The cover part 3 comprises a substantially planar top surface 16 and a substantially
planar frontal side 4 which in the closed state of the package extends downwardly
substantially over the entire height of the bottom part 2, i.e. down to the bottom level
as indicated by reference numeral 15 in Figures 1 and 3.
15
The bottom part 2 of the package shown in Figure 1 comprises a total of 12 pockets
for eggs, generally designated by 12. Along the upper edge of the hottom part 2
there extends an upper flange-like rim portion 6 defining the upper level of the
bottom part itself. Elevated above this level, a hinge portion 5 connecting the bottom
20 part 2 and the cover part 3 is situated.

The upper flange-like rim portion 6 extends a few millimetres outwardly from the egg
pockets 12 and bridges the gaps 13 formed between adjacent egg pockets. These
bridging portions of the upper rim portion 6 are designated 6' in the Figures and the

25 lower surface of one or more of these bridging portions 6' can advantageously be
used as one of the mutually corresponding retainment means according to the
present invention in a manner to be described below.

The inner surface of the frontal side 4 of the cover part 3 Is according to this
30 embodiment of the invention provided with inwardly extending profrusions 7, the
engagement surface 8 of which facing the top surface 16 of the cover part being
substantially planar although other shapes of this surface - and of the protrusions 7
generally - would also be possible. When the cover part 2 is being closed the
innermost part of the protrusions 7 passes over the corresponding outermost part of
35 the upper flange-like rim portion 6, this being possible due to the resiliency of the
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frontal side 4, and the protrusions 7 enter the gap 13 under the corresponding
bridging portion €', whereby the engagement surface 8 of the profrusions enters into
retaining engagement with the lower surface of the bridging portion 6" and retain the
cover part 3 to the bottom part 2. In order to open the package again, the frontal
5 side 4 of the cover part 3 is pulled in an outward direction, whereby the engagement
between the profrusions 7 and the corresponding bridging portions 6' can be

released.

Referring to Figures 2A and 2B there is shown a prefered embodiment of a
10 package comprising retainment means according to the invention. This package is
specifically designed to accommodate two raws of five eggs and comprises a single
bottom part 2 and corresponding cover part 3. The package shown in Figures 2A
and 2B comprises both the retaining protrusions 7 on the cover part and additionally
the retainer means 10, 11 known from the initially cited European Patent No. 1 098
15 826. Furthermore, according to this embodiment of a package, the upper rim portion
6 of the bottom part 2 is provided with retainment flaps 25A and 25B for
engagement with the corresponding protrusions 7 and the openings 10,
respectively, provided on the cover part 3. These pairs of retainment flaps 25A, 258
are shown in Figure 2B.
20
Referring to Figure 2C an embodiment of a package is shown which only comprises
the retainment protrusions 7 on the cover part 3 and the corresponding flaps 25A on
the upper rim portion of the bottom part. This embodiment of a package is thus not
provided with the retainment means known from the initially cited European Patent
25 No. 1 098 826.

Referring now to Figure 3 there is shown a side elevational view of the package
shown in Figure 1. The fransition between the top surface 16 and the planar frontal
side 4 takes in this package place via the rounded edge portion 17 and the

30 protrusion 7 is seen to be located approximately midways between this edge portion
17 and the distal edge portion 21 of the frontal side 4.

A side elevational view of an alternative package is shown in Figure 4, in which the
rounded edge portion 17 of the package shown in Figure 3 has been replaced by a
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substantially planar edge region 20 longitudinally bounded by edge portions 18 and
19. The protrusion is in this case located in the vicinity of the edge portion 19.

Returning to Figure 1, the bottom part 2 and the cover part 3 are furthermore - as an
5 option - provided with those retainment means aiready known from the initially cited
European Patent No. 1 098 826. The prime advantage of the retainment means
according to the present invention becomes apparent by a comparison between the
retainment means disclosed in EP 1 098 826 and those of the present invention.

10 The retainment means according to EP 1 098 826 comprises one or more
rectangular holes 10 in the frontal side 4 and corresponding projections 11 placed
on one or more of the pockets 12 of the bottom part 2. As apparent from Figures 3
and 4, these projections terminate downwardly in inclined portions 22 and when the
cover part 3 s closed, a retaining engagement is established between these inclined

15 portions 22 and the corresponding edge portion 23 of the hole in the frontal side 4.
The projections, however, only project a few millimetres - typically approximately 3
mm - outwards from the corresponding surface of the pocket 12 and a reliable
retainment by these means requires that the frontal side 4 be substantially plane
and not exhibiting an outwardly arched shape relative to the bottom part 2. In

20 practice, this requirement is not always fulfilled, and this has turned out to cause
problems both during the packing process and in shops, where packages tend io
open. These problems are solved by the retainment means according to the present
invention.

25 Referring finally to Figure 5 there is shown an embodiment of retainment means as
set forth in the invention according to which the flange-like upper edge 6 of the
bottom part 2 is additionally provided with outwardly extending retainment flaps 25.
Such flaps can - as described above - as one possibility be placed at the portions of
the upper edge 6 corresponding to the positions of the retainment openings 10 in

30 the cover part 3, in which case they can serve as a supplementary retainment
means to the retainment means provided by the openings 10 and the corresponding
projections 11 on the bottom part 2, to the effect that when the engagement
between the openings 10 and the projections 11 is released, the cover part will still
be prevented from completely opening due to a subsequent engagement between

85  the openings 10 and the corresponding flaps 25, It is, however, also possible to
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place the retainment flaps 25 in the regions of the upper edge 6 of the bottom part 2

between the pockets 12, i.e. in the regions designated 6’ in the Figures, in which

case the flaps may serve as a reinforcement of the engagement hetween the

protrusions 7 on the cover part 3 and this portion &' of the upper edge 6 of the
5 bottom part 2.

Although various embodiments of the present invention have been shown and
described in the preceding parts of the detailed description, it is understood that a
person skilled in the art may conceive other embodiments of the invention without
10 departing from the scope of the invention as defined by the following claims. As an
example, various combinations of the retainment means described above may be
utilised and appropriate numbers of corresponding retainment means and their
placement on the cover part and the bottom part may be varied according to specific
requirements. Also as described, retainment flaps can be provided as appropriate
15 on - or in the region about - the upper edge region of the bottom part. .
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LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

Package

Bottom part of package
Cover part of package
Front side of cover part
Hinge portion

IS O

Flange-like upper rim portion of bottom part

@

Flange-like upper rim portion of bottom part between egg pockets
10 7. Protrusions on cover part
8. Engagement surface of protrusion
9. Edge
10. Retainment opening in cover part
11. Retainment projection on bottom part
15 12. Pocket
13. Region between adjacent pockets
14. Opening
15. Underlying surface
16. Top surface
20 17. Rounded edge portion
18. Edge portion
19. Edge portion
20. Planar edge region
21. Distal edge portion of front side of cover part
25 22. Inclined portion on retainment projection
23. Edge portion of retainment opening
24, Side surface of bottorn part opposite hinge portion
25. Retainment flaps

30
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CLAIMS

1. Package (1) farmed by suction moulding of a fibrous material for receiving one or
more frangible products to be packed, such as eggs, comprising:

5 - a botiom part (2) comprising non-planar side surfaces so as to maich at Jeast

partially the outer contours of the product(s) to be packed, an upper rim portion
(6) of the bottom part (2) extending outwards from the bottom part (2);

- acover part (3) comprising at least a top surface (16) and a front surface (4)
which meet at an angle to form an edge (17, 18);

10 - the bottom part (2) being connected to the cover part (3) by a hinge (5) so as to

allow the cover part (3) to move between an open position and a closed position;

- the front surface (4) extending down from the edge (17, 18) and overlapping the
non-planar side surface of the bottom part (2) opposite the hinge (5) when the
cover part (3) is in its closed position;

15 characterised in that said cover part (3) is provided with at least one inwardly
extending protrusion (7) for locking engagement with said upper rim portion (6) of
the bottom part (2) when the package (1) is being closed, and that said hinge (5) is
positioned above the level of the upper rim portion (6) of the bottom part (2).

20 2. Package according to claim 1, characterised in that said agricultural products are
eggs and that the bottom part (2) of the package (1) is provided with a pattern of
pockets (12) for accommodating the eggs.

3. Package according to claim 1 or 2, characterised in that the package (1) is a
25 maulded product.

4. Package according to claim 3, characterised in that the package (1) is moulded
as one piece.

30 5. Package according to any of the preceding claims, characterised in that the
package (1) is made of moulded puip.

6. Package according to claim 1, characterised in that said cover part (3) on the
front side (4) hereof is provided with en edge partion (19) and that said one or more
35 protrusions (7) is/are provided substantially adjacent said edge portion (19).
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7. Package according {o claim 2, characterised in that said locking engagement of
the one or more protrusions (7) with said upper rim portion (6) of the bottom part (2)
takes place at the flange-like upper rim portions (6') between adjacent pockets (12).

5
8. Package according to claim 1, characterised in that the package is furthermore
provided with retainment means comprising one or more openings (10) in the front
side (4) of the cover part (3) and co-operating retainment projections (11) on the
side surface (24) of the bottom part (2) opposite the hinge (5).

10

9. Package according to claim 1 or 8, characterised in that the flange-like upper rim
portion (6) of the bottom part (2) is furthermore provided with outwardly extending
retainment flaps (25).

15 10. Package according to claim 9, characterised in that said flaps (25) are placed for
engagement with the engagement surface (8) of the profrusions (7) on the cover
part (3).

11. Package according to claim 9 when dependent on claim 9, characterised in that
20 said flaps (15) are placed for engagement with an edge portion (23) of said
openings (10) provided in the cover part (3).

12, Package (1) formed by suction moulding of a fibrous material for receiving one
or more frangible products to be packed, such as eggs, comprising:
25 - a bottom part (2) comprising non-planar side surfaces so as to match at least
partially the outer contours of the product(s) to be packed and provided with an
upper rim portion (6);
- a cover part (3) comprising at least a top surface (16) and a front surface (4)
which meet at an angle to form an edge (17, 18); ’
30 - the bottom part (2) being connected fo the cover part (3) by a hinge (5) so as io
allow the cover part (3} to move between an open position and a closed position;
- the front surface (4) extending down from the edge (17, 18) and overlapping the
non-planar side surface of the bottom part (2) opposite the hinge (5) when the
cover part (3) is in its closed position;
35  characterised in that

Ex.1002 / Page 233 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al



CA 02541375 2006-04-03

WO 2005/035392 PCT/IB2004/051701
14

said bottom part (2) adjacent said upper rim portion (6) is provided with at least one
outwardly extending protrusion for locking engagement with co-operating means
provided on the cover part (3) and that said hinge (5) is positioned above the level of
the upper rim portion (6) of the bottom part (2).

13. Package according to claim 12, characterised in that said co-operating means
on the cover part (3) is one or more openings in the front surface (4) of the cover
part (3).
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(B EROBEHE]

[ERIE1]

FIZEMODES REBETREF1ELULOBRAEVYREZTANRDIEEHO., Bt EHH
FWEIEMBTH LI THAShERYTFr—2 (1) TH-T.

— QETREPROABEVDLECELBINICEESTILIS5ICEFHORATERTESRS

4 (2) TH->T. ZEHWS (2) OLAAGHS (6) XNBZEHS (2) dEHHFICE
ELTWHESS (2) &,

— 8% (17, 18) #WHTHLI3ITAEZODHTERTSILAECELET (16)
EHIE (4) LEZBLEHBS (3) &, #28H.

— WEEHS (2) TMEERS (3) PAKEBLHAHCBELORMTEHE S5 & 51 10
T52LEHEYY (5) ITL>THIEERS (3) ITEHKZATHEY.,

— HIREE (4) NEERE (17, 18) M TFTHA~AELELTHY., BIZTEHS (3

) REOHABEBIZHIEZ. MIREYY (5) LRIRMOATHEERNS (2) OFRE
EFEBLEABEEELDILSICEShERvTZr—2 (1) I2BVT.,

MEETDS (3) IS, FIERAvyr—2 (1) KA Ih->DOHILE, IETERS (

2) OEQAERMS (6) LAVYFUVIREATIEHOLLECELT1HOAFIZELELT
WBEE (7)) XBHLATWLT, MIEEYY (5) BWREESNS (2) OLAFESS

(6) DEILVYVERIZTEBLTWE I EERBELETEIRvEy—2 (1)

[ERE 2]

BEPABTHY., IZRvTyr—C (1) OESS (2) IZERERETIEHORS 20
bk (12) BRE—VEIATHTOATWEIZLEERBETIFERB1IICEHRORy
-,

BERIES3]

MENYTZT—2 (1) REBEIAEERTHILERHBELTIBRBE1ELE 218
BOoRyHyr—2,

[ERIE 4]

MERvTFr—2 (1) REFELTHEBIATWSIZ 2B ETIERBIICERD
NRylr—9,

[ERES5]

MERNYTF— (1) AEBEIAERALTASD2{bATWVR L2 EHBETHHERE 30
1TALAETOVTAMTEHIZERO Ay yr—9,

[ERE6]

MEEMS (3) ICIEZORM@A (4) ITEVWTHEBD (19) NB/EIFSATHEY., BT
OD1EUEDZER (7)) XATERBS (19) THLBELTRTLATVWE I E2EH
ETHEREI1ICEHROR v r—9,

ERE7]

ME1@EULEDEE (7) OWMBEENS (2) OMNELAFAKRES (6) ITXMT 5Oy
XU RERBETLIRSYYF (12) ORMOIFUCREBARES (67 ) IZHWVT
ThbhadltetRBEeETIBFRAE2ICERORRvyr—2,

[ERIES8] 40

MENRYr—YICEREIC, IEERS (3) ORAH (4) HH1HBUEORAD (1
0) ¢EHIBEYY (5) ORMATHTERS (2) OfE (24) ThHhrHBREFRE
(11) EHhoBRIBRBFFENBHLATVWEI L2 E B LT IBFRB1ICERDORAv ST
-,

[EREF O]

MEERS (2) 075 HRERGARES (6) ISEEIZ, N ACEELE-REFERZ
97 (25) MBILATWEILERBMETIBERF1FLESICERORvyr—2
[EKR1EFE 101

ME727v7 (25) KAIEEHRS (8) ORE (7)) OREAE (8) LRET S & 50

Ex.1002 / Page 244 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al



3 JP 2007-508207 A 2007.4.5

SIKEBIATVWE I LERBMETIBERBEOICEBOR v r—2,

[ERE1 1]

MEZ75vy 7 (15) RATEERS (3) ITHITSALWMERD (10) OBES (2
3) ERABTHDLFIICHBIATVWEIZILERBETIFEREQIZHBLEBEADERE
sICEEONRY Y-,

[FERE1 2]

FIZEADES REBETREF1EULOBAZ VIR EZTANDSIE-HO., @M EHH
FREIBEBTHIEICE»THRAEAERAY ST —2 (1) THLT.

— BETREPREOABEVLAELKELBINIZTEERTSLS3ICILEEFHATEZS .
LTRloRBEY (6) 2HAESRS (2) &. 10
— ®# (17, 18) #MHTIL5AKEE# DT TCERTHILAHCELER (16) &
BimE (4) LZ2BLESD (3) &, £28H.

— HIEREHS (2) THMEEBS (8) XHARKEBELAFLELOMTHES 5 &5 I
TH23REHITEYY (5) ITE->THRERSD (3) ITEKEZATHY.

— HWIEETE (4) X8 (17, 18) MSFTAHICELEL., WEEHS (3) HMNEAHM
BlchdeEMiEerY (5) EREMOATHEERS (2) OWMBERFEFELATESE
B3&53GRyHr—2 (1) I2BVT.

MEESS (2) CEMRELRUBEES (6) ICHELTHEERS (3) ITZHTLHL
EFHBFREOYXFVIREERTIES5DHELKEL 1RBOAFTICEELEZEARITOAT
BY. BIEerY (5) NAIEERS (2) OLAIABRSS (6) ODESKVEAIZEHE 20
LTWBIEERBETHERvTr—2 (1)

[ERE1 3]

MEERD (3) TETLMEREBFTEAMNEERS (8) OFMEAICHS 1BLULEDOH
OTCTHEIZLERBETIERFB1 28RO vTyr—9,

(RBAOFEMATHRA]

[ B9 58]

[o00 1]

ARARZ. REFROTAFRE1OMBHICERLEBEORyyr—ICBHL. HIC
FOELS3GNRyTF—COEBERSNRBTREHACOZFBRLETIREFE (retain
men t means) IZEBITS23+DTHS, 30
(B HW]

[oo00 2]

MBOEEOR vy =2, §HADLEAIEROLS3LBETREFI/BULOERAZ VDY
RERZTALRDSEEHD, BMEHFHER®SEE (suction moulding) ¥
B EITE o THBRLERY Yy —VRAZBEHSBICEVTANTHD. CHEDF T,
BRIZHBOERORyr—SHREHEBRONTEL, TOES3GR vy —UF—Iz, B
EFRBETHEOORyY Yy FPREBEBED/NRE2—2EF (a pattern of poec
ket—I|l ike compartments) #ffALEHS L. AHAELHAKREE
EDRB TR CENDTERLSIZCEERBAIIHLTEYSEREIAIIENEVERS &
ZHABD. BEDEDEIS LGRSy —VIZREIL, HECBIZCAVTESSICHIZERS 40
FERAEICRFTIIRBFFREZ2HEATHY . COBMICHLTEZHROEAORBEFES
BREATEL,

[ooo0 3]

FOLS5LBERFRIT. FIAEKXERFE4, 782, 995250/ (US 4, 78
2, 995) BLUKXERKHES, 860, 52851# (US 5, 860, 528)
CEBEIATEY.,. ChoDFRICEBLT., TLI0BOFTOMEL DRy S —UN DS
HOATWI2REORBFFRII. EFLHI3VEEBLOVTAM. HBEILVEELLOR
FICLERAODREFEREZEETLAELLOTH S,

[oo0o0 4]

EBRMBEMLGIA TORSEFERENBRMBFHESE 098 826B1EL#H (EP1 50

Ex.1002 / Page 245 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al



(4) JP 2007-508207 A 2007.4.5

098 826 B1)IITEBIATHEY., CORKFREIERSICEETSIHEFAMD SN
FILEETIRHEH EZRBRITEICEBFTIRLHOEL S EOREE (edge roe
gion) OEFICHADZHEI TS, EEINXEBSICHLTHA#ESIAZE. ChdD
HNFICEHLESHANEROABO—HBEAFREBRICAY.,. TELTRTERS O
EREBENFBELIUVLEARICE 2RI EICE - THERHBHENEZARIMOIHT &M
AET., TNICE>2TRYyF—C R ENRTEZDH L5124 B,

[oo005]

MRORvr—VIZRBAaGRANDD . COESIZ, " BHICEROERRFRNAED
DEBEBAELEONFIIBELEEINEZETHY ., PRELTBLEBRMNEHRET 009
8 826B1EARMICHAFTIAEZRAYF—JIZBALTVWRE. TFhITk>TEBEIHAD 10
REERE. B98Ik, EX20BFEBOEGFCESSTORFARAONEIELTE Y. £
DERSENR YT —CHHENRERBIEERSICERICRENICIRETIEDIIBEELSH
SRMEZHICETIELEEIRBLBVEVSEERIZELD T, BITHLEBLBDIEERL AL
(#BADORATFI]

[REAMNBRLESET HEE]

[o00 6]

B LAERICESVT, FRZFAOBNE. Ry r—CO0ERRPLERLERAERSO
tRIORABES (r im portion) ¢EEBAOTROEZMLS (edge por
tion) EICH-THEIZCEVYVESRIATVWEIRYr—SOESBSIZHTIEHSO 20
REMEEZHRRTH_ETH D,

[(REEMRTIE-ODOFRE]

[o00 7]

#-~T. ARAO—PRAICES . AIZE, BOLS5 G 1BUEDREAZVYRERIT
ANZEHDO, HEEBOMBERSIBBIZCE>THERELERAYyYy—STHh-T. UTFTOE
BELBMA. Thbb,

— AETREIYPROABEVPLELKELBIVNICHEATILSICEFHLEATESTED
HTH-T, ZEBSOLAREBICHR - TEEL., "OZERIIAOANAAFA~AEHET S L
ARARSSEHATLIERD &.

— AEEDOHTERLTEBH (edge) TMHTIVUCELEEENTEERLE 30
Ma. LEEH.

— NEESSNAFAREELAHCBELOBMTHES> 3 L3I TILHIZTAITERINE
vIVICKTERRIZTEESIATE Y.,
MEEFTLPOMNEANERIIAS THICEEL., ZEBLSHNASHCBICH S & =, B
REYPERRMOBATCHEESSOEFTHEATBEELRS &SI ZATEHEY.,

MEEBRICE. Rvsyr—UHRABHIATVWES EE, ESSOLEAORAGSH SO Y
VOIBRETIEIVEKCELT1THORAIZEETIZENBZTIONATHY ..

— WREEVIRNEEBIOLAABSIOESILIYVEAICEEZATWVSE, "Ny i —
ChEHEZRS,

[ooo08] 40

ESSOLARABRH S LEATINEORNFICELET IERERER TSR, Choo
ZENAERNICETZIOEHAREIPLLIVBATRHRET S, THhLLEBITOL AR
NREOBHBHSOEBICHETI2LIVERZVEBLOLABICSIVTREEZA TS &V
SRARTHATHS.

[o0o0¢9]

BIZ. EVvSHA2AZERSOLARGHsOESLVELEITRBSIESIIEITES T,
EXTOBEFERRE., v OHBANARREAICHNESATVWAEERIICESTE2REON
HRREEBRLTBEIATHEY., COBEShE-1N0BEKEERSOBRSTRAMEEZEX
S, OoTERMAIIHTIENSTORELRFEREETD S,

[o0o10] 50
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BT, COE3ICEVVHBAZRBILCIETCHALOR, Rysyr—C2HEAT M
VESBSORBREN, CAOoORBETIRFEHLPOMHOERESSEMILENS,
EfPOLABRBERICR~-TEETIZLABGHBIOTHIIHITNOORBEE~R
Bd3_&LE2TELETEI_ETHD.

[o011]

RyG—CRELLBELETITOMMOMBEEZLEADIEOD. EBARAILT (mo
ulded pulp) oEbhBIEMFELLL,

[oo012]

ARARZ. ERPOLABZBEBRITRA--TEEL., ZEBIISHNAF~EET IHED
LtURABBALZERAICHEESEILVS3HALEINALTNS., FAAETH->-T WS 10
BEORYTYr—COEBLSICHIMEO IS UVCROLARABGHSXH X ISR L XS
AEAMTHY.,. RAFNLABRENDERII-HIBRORTy FEBEKET I T U Y OHEE
(bridging structure) D—#EEEMRLTWVS, FHHAICEIAIE, =
DR, THHLEEHSOITVPREARAGH S, BLABENERBFFERO—D
ELTHAIZNATETHY ., ERLPRXELLAETNABETH>T. "y r—U2H#
THOAHANEOLAORABBASLABRET I LIICShIERBEHBATLS. COBED
HEREATARAOL TORMARBAICEVWTHRBASATNS,

[oo13]

EH2OMBOEEEIRANELT., TFANRCOBHBAICHA EVWTFALIAOEMTHIELE
BAoOZLARABRHAPELEBRETILIICTINIUBICEVTHEERBSICEEBESESI L 20
NRTEDZ, NEBBIPTHENIIESTIORNETI2BSNIE., ZETIHIETEI2RT Y
FIZH>THEBBOINEETINEEBIOCASOEBITEVTES TREEIRELE
BEIAFICEETIREHREOT. Ry br—C#HAET I3RS R2EABET IRy Yy b
ODHEOEBIZCSVTESRA2OLAABRBSERETILSICSNILSNERELENS
ICHBIEICENEFFNTHS., COZLiF. RRFAOUTOFHMARBAMLEBIZHL M
&b,

[o014]

AENERBFFERO—DELTESRSOENFFOISOREARBABR S EEATE
BEVS5ARHMEARAOREOAFMNLREME L THALTZLEN, 2530 HKOER
AESAPIT1ELEOBADIST YT LREERITEIELTRTHS, COTREMRZHZ 30
. i &S5IC, AIZERY Yy FOSNEIZH>T, EBSHPCEVERETATARE
B0 I3 v PRLEABGHBSNELET IHBAIC. MEEBI2O0 I3 REAZRHS &
BRETHDICHETIERELTERTOMNEREZRT S ENALIHIAOERTEEL
WRAICHEBET I ENTE S,

[o015]

BHICHRAOXETHIBMEHFE1 098 826B1EARICHTEATLSRY
F=ULEBLT, ARAICLIRBREFRERYSF—COEBHICHTIZEBLIOREM
BHREFLCBVEVSHBEICHNTIEMNTEIHINEETEIAZERET S, 0 &
S5 EBPO IS VIPRELEAABGHESLRETILISCENSICREEMNBESIRIC &
C&Y ., HEZTHNREFFRO—D, THhbLbEREERK. MMFHE1 098 826B1E 40
BRRICEBRONRYT—SPICETILYVLEBIONEORTAFBRBEAEINSGLIYECHEN
T. T HhbbHMEHEE1T 098 826B1EARIIERONRNVF—SOEBLICH
H2HEORBFFRIVYLEHRFRAOBENE (t ransversal compl i a
nce) MNLAL (MIEMNBLTWDS) ERIOESBIZ, BANICHET S LS54 5,
[o016]

ARAICLII2RRFROINDATHNLEEEMNELT, Ry r—SO0ERHICHRIT LN
BBFEREAVFVIRETEILOOERBERYVTI—VOERPITRITIZIELTRETH
52, COE3IC. FHBAOCOEEHICLD &, AIZEFOL>30BEITRE1AULED
BhZUVWVPREZTANRSEHO, HHEMHZRIRBLTEBRELERAYTST—CThHo
T. 50
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— SHECEIBOMICABETREYRONBLEBEATSHILSICEFEFEHEZAT@TES A, N
DLBORABRHMAYERALERS &

— AEEOHTERLEBBEERTIVAGCELLELNEELEEZECERSE. 28 H
— WEEHS (2) IEDIXAARECBLAMEEBELOBMTHCELSIILSB3&5I1CT
3Ol PICE-oTHIRESHSICERESATE Y.,

— HRITEAZBISTAAZEL., ERINXTORABECEIIHS EEFEVYIERRRA
BOEBAPOEFEBRBLGATBEELREZINvyr—UTH->T.

MELARABBS CEELELIESS CEIERZICRIOALBBFRLAYXRFUCIERSE
T30 ELT1THEOAFICEETIEENRZTOA, BIEEYY (5) MXEIEESHS (10
2) OLBAABES (6) DEILVYLLFICHBEZATLEIRYvSF—URARBEH_EHhS,
[oo01 7]

B, FEERAOESLICHINMBFRLINEETSONTICHSI1BULLOBAOT
Hb, Lo ELUBHTI2BOEMRIZEFOMBONELFRILEZILOND 5,

[o0 18]

FHNEEZ*#SRBLTARALL THMICHAT S,

[o0019]

LFIZ, RRAILLIGRFROFEREFNOFMEFAN, Ry r—OREAFEKEBIZH
2LF . Ry —COERSZTOESRICHLTRELTAY I TELEHOFREST
BlrNRwyr—C#8BLT, RESH B, 20
[o020]

H1#8RBRThiE, eV IVBE5ICETHEICEBENICEHESIATWIERS2LE
Bo3L#80. MANRYF—SINXRFTEATVNS., BEHS 3. ihFHLLET16 &
Y —UORAEREICBEVTES 220 hE2TITE-ST., $44HLLE1 EES LIS
PLTBRERBFI1S5ICEK>TRINIEORBIFTTCTAICELET I2MOFTHTAMAE (f
rontal side) 4&%8T,

[o0021]

B1ICRIT Ry r—C0ESS226MIC12TRT. BAOAH1280RY Y +
80, EHF20LABHBIIR-T,. ERPTNBEROLAOESEZERT S LEAD T
SYCHRABRBLONEEL TS, FIEES LY ERIZE, FIZESHS2LEHL233 L 30
EEBKETHIEVCHMASMHAEEBELTINSD,

[o02 2]

T2 CHKABHS6EMERTY FP12A58I YA —PILAA~AEEL., F
FBETIHARSY PEODBICHREEAEZER132Z52VTNS, LAFAEHS 6D
ChesDT)yCHS (bridging portions) ZEITIEE6 TREINT
Y., TRULtO ATy L6 OTFTHEHEIUTHBETIEETCARLHIZELSH
BB TI23RBFFRO—FELTHAICHARAT I ENTES,

[o02 3]

BEHA2SOMAIBIOAEICE. FRAOEFAREHILIAE, AFICEELLEET %
HATHEY.,. EMSOLE16ICHALALANERENRAESEMLFEETHS., £o&35 40
COEBLUERBTIOAT—HBMICETOMMOBRITETHS. EHS 2 XFAEETHADD
HdLE.ZERTOBRAFTBAIBZISVCROLABABRH S 6NDRETIRISIFHIOL
FEBT IR, CANTELSORIIMEZMAIBINBETHSIE-HOTHY ., BE7EHET
537y ODTFTODER13AAY, ChiZk->T., ERBOBRATS XTI YT
S6 ODTHEORFRECHERAAY., ERMISZETS2IcH LTERET S, "y —
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In the claims:
Please cancel claims 1-20 and add claims 21-47 as follows:
1-20.(Cancelled)
21.(New) A container for packaging a product, the container comprising;
a base having a floor;
a lid movable about a hinge with respect to the base from an open position to a closed position, wherein
the closed position defines a cavity inside the container between the floor and the lid;
the base, lid, and hinge having a unitary construction from a material having a generally defined thickness
between a first material surface and a second material surface disposed on immediately opposite
sides of the material, wherein at least a portion of the first material surface is parallel to an
immediately opposite portion of the second material surface;
the cavity having
a base portion dimensioned to contain a first portion of the product in the base and
a lid portion dimensioned to contain a second portion of the product in the lid, and
wherein
the 1id portion is disposed beyond the base and outward from the base portion, and
the cavity is generally defined by the second material surface;
the lid having
a substantially flat top disposed parallel to the floor when the lid is in the closed position,
a substantially planar frontal extension
extending from the substantially flat lid top to a bottom edge of the lid,
wherein
the bottom edge is between, and outward from both, the substantially flat lid top
and the floor when the lid is in the closed position,
the substantially planar frontal extension extends obliquely to the floor when the

lid is in the closed position,
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having a first planar area on the substantially planar frontal extension’s portion of the first
material surface, and
having a first lid hole fully encompassed within a substantially planar lid area;
the base having
a sidewall extending from the floor to a base rim that generally defines an opening for the base
portion of the cavity, wherein the sidewall and floor each includes portions of both the first and
second material surfaces,
a base extension
extending from the base,
having
a primary surface arca with a flat portion facing external to the cavity wherein the
flat portion is bounded by a first boundary and a second boundary,
a second planar area on the flat portion disposed obliquely to the floor, and
a secondary surface arca that is
on the direct opposite side of the material from the flat portion and
is an extension of the sidewall’s portion of the first material surface; and
wherein in the closed position
the first planar area, the second planar area, and the first and second boundaries of the flat portion
are all generally coplanar,
a first flat portion of a label covers both
the primary surface area of the base extension and the substantially planar lid area of the
substantially planar frontal extension, and
the primary surface area is adjacent to the substantially planar lid arca of the substantially planar

frontal extension.
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22.(New) The container of claim 21 wherein
the lid has a lid rim that generally defines an opening for the lid portion of the cavity,
the bottom edge of the lid is located on the lid rim, and
the first flat portion of the label fully extends
from adjacent the substantially flat top

to the bottom edge of the lid.

23.(New) The container of claim 21 wherein

the first lid hole is fully circumscribed by a planar lid hole edge of the substantially planar lid area.

24 (New) The container of claim 23 wherein the base extension extends into the first lid hole when
the lid is in the closed position, and

the bottom edge of the lid is distant from the floor when the lid is in the closed position.

25.(New) The container of claim 21 wherein
the label has a second flat portion located between a third flat portion and the first flat portion of the label,
wherein

the second flat portion is located on the substantially flat top of the lid, and

the first flat portion is separated from the third flat portion by the width of the substantially flat

top of the lid.

26.(New) The container of claim 21 wherein

the bottom edge of the lid extends from nearly adjacent the first lid hole to nearly adjacent a second lid

hole in the substantially planar lid area of the substantially planar frontal extension.
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27.(New) The container of claim 26 wherein

between the first lid hole and the second lid hole the bottom edge of the lid has a convex curvature.

28.(New) The container of claim 21 wherein
the floor of the base has a length and a width, wherein
the length of the floor is bounded by a first end and a second end, and the substantially planar

frontal extension fully extends the length of the floor.

29.(New) The container of claim 28 wherein

the label fully extends the length of the floor.

30.(New) The container of claim 21 wherein
the first lid hole is entirely located between the bottom edge of the lid and the substantially flat top of the

lid.

31.(New) A container for packaging a product,

the container comprising:

a base having a floor;
a lid moveable about a hinge with respect to the base from:
a substantially open position to
a substantially closed position,
wherein the substantially closed position substantially defines a cavity disposed substantially
inside the container between the floor and the 1id, the base and lid both formed from a
container material;

the cavity having

-5/16-

Ex.1002 / Page 275 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al



a base portion of the cavity dimensioned to contain at least a first portion of the product disposed
substantially inside the base, and
a lid portion of the cavity having a shape suitable to contain at least a second portion of the
product disposed outside the base portion of the cavity when the lid is in the substantially
closed position, wherein the lid portion of the cavity is disposed at least generally beyond
the base and generally outward from the base portion of the cavity;
the container material having
a material thickness generally defined by a first material surface disposed on an immediately
opposite side of the container material to a second material surface, and
wherein a portion of the first material surface is substantially parallel with respect to an
immediately opposite portion of the second material surface;
the lid having
a substantially flat lid top area
disposed at least generally parallel to the floor when the lid is in the substantially closed
position and including
a lid top portion of the first material surface disposed on a first predominantly external lid

surface area,

a substantially planar frontal extension
extending from the substantially flat lid top area to a bottom edge of the lid, wherein the
bottom edge of the lid is between the substantially flat lid top area and the floor when the
lid is in the substantially closed position and beyond an area directly between the
substantially flat lid top area and floor when the lid is in the substantially closed position,
and having a lid front portion of the first material surface disposed on a second
predominantly external lid surface area extending generally downwardly from the

substantially flat lid top area when the lid is in the substantially closed position and the
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floor is positioned substantially horizontal with the substantially flat lid top area located
above the floor, wherein the substantially planar frontal extension is disposed facing
substantially upwardly with respect to the floor, and
a lid end portion defined generally at a margin of the lid, and
a lid hole substantially defined in the container material
by a lid hole edge and
fully encompassed within a substantially planar lid area,

wherein the second material surface of the substantially flat lid top area and the second material
surface of the substantially planar frontal extension intersect at an obtuse angle;

the base having

the floor wherein, with respect to the cavity, the floor comprises an external floor surface area
disposed on the first material surface and an internal floor surface area disposed on the
second material surface,

a sidewall extending generally upwardly from the floor having, with respect to the cavity, a
predominantly external sidewall surface area disposed on the first material surface and a
predominantly internal sidewall surface area disposed on the second material surface,

a rim wherein, a portion of the rim partially defines a base opening suitable for at least partial
receipt of the product into the base portion of the cavity, and

a base extension generally extending from the rim, the base extension comprising a primary
surface area disposed facing substantially externally with respect to the base portion of
the cavity, wherein the primary surface arca comprising a flat portion disposed on an
extension of the predominantly internal sidewall surface area of the second material
surface, and wherein the base extension having a secondary surface area on an
immediately opposite side of the container material to the flat portion of primary surface
arca, the secondary surface area disposed on an extension of the predominantly external

sidewall surface area of the first material surface
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wherein when the lid is in the substantially closed position, the substantially planar frontal
extension is disposed obliquely to the floor and projects generally away from the hinge
from, the substantially flat lid top area to, the lid end portion, wherein the substantially
planar frontal extension terminates substantially at the margin;
a label
covering the substantially flat lid top arca of the lid,
having a substantially flat portion covering the substantially planar frontal extension,
wherein
the label extends beyond the substantially planar frontal extension,
when the lid is in the substantially closed position, the label covers the flat portion of the
base extension; and
the lid having a first planar area disposed on the substantially planar frontal extension, the base having a
second planar area disposed on the flat portion of the primary surface disposed obliquely to the
floor,
wherein the first planar area and the second planar area are
generally coplanar and
disposed facing externally with respect to the cavity when the lid is in the substantially

closed position.

32.(New) The container of claim 31 wherein,

in the substantially closed position, both, the lid hole and the lid hole edge are entirely encompassed

within the substantially planar frontal extension.
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33.(New) The container of claim 31 wherein

the substantially flat lid top area has a width disposed generally between the hinge and the substantially
planar frontal extension;
the label has
a first flat portion encompassing the substantially flat portion,
a second flat portion covering the substantially flat lid top area, and
a third flat portion,
wherein the first flat portion is separated from the third flat portion by the width of the substantially flat

lid top arca.

34.(New) A container for packaging contents intended for sale wherein, the contents comprising a
product, the container comprising:
a container material substantially comprising a base, a floor and, a lid moveable with respect to the base
from, at least one substantially open position to, at least one substantially closed position wherein, the at
least one substantially closed position substantially defining a cavity disposed substantially inside the
container between the floor and the lid;
the cavity comprising:
a base portion of the cavity to contain at least a first portion of the product disposed substantially
inside the base; and
a lid portion of the cavity modified to contain at least a second portion of the product disposed
substantially outside the base portion of the cavity wherein,
the container material further comprising:
a material thickness having a dimension generally defined by two material surfaces wherein, a
first of the two material surfaces is disposed on an immediately opposite side of the container

material with respect to a second of the two material surfaces and wherein, at least one portion of
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the first of the two material surfaces is disposed substantially parallel with respect to an

immediately opposite portion of the second of the two material surfaces;

the lid comprising:
the 1id portion of the cavity comprising a shape suitable to contain at least the second portion of
the product disposed outside the base when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed
position wherein, the lid portion of the cavity is disposed at least generally beyond the base and
generally outwardly with respect to the base portion of the cavity;
a hinged attachment to the base disposed generally adjacent to a hinged side of the lid wherein,
the lid is movable about the hinged attachment between, the at least one substantially open
position and, the at least one substantially closed position;
a substantially flat lid top arca disposed at least generally parallel to the floor when the lid is in
the at least one substantially closed position wherein, the substantially flat lid top area comprising
a lid top portion of the first of the two material surfaces disposed on a first predominantly external
lid surface area;
a substantially planar frontal extension comprising a lid front portion of the first of the two
material surfaces disposed on a second predominantly external lid surface area extending
generally downwardly from the substantially flat lid top area wherein, when the lid is in the at
least one substantially closed position and the floor is positioned substantially horizontally, the
substantially planar frontal extension is disposed facing substantially upwardly with respect to the
floor and, wherein comprising a lid end portion defined generally at a margin of the lid wherein,
the substantially planar frontal extension is inclined at a reflex angle of less than 270 degrees with
respect to the substantially flat lid top area; and
at least one lid hole comprising an opening substantially defined_in the container material by a lid
hole edge wherein, the at least one lid hole is fully encompassed within a substantially planar lid

area having the lid hole edge;
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the base comprising:
the floor wherein, with respect to the cavity, the floor comprising, at least one external floor
surface area disposed on the first of the two material surfaces and at least one internal floor
surface area disposed on the second of the two material surfaces;
at least one sidewall extending generally upwardly from the floor and comprising, with respect to
the cavity, a predominantly external sidewall surface area disposed on the first of the two material
surfaces and a predominantly internal sidewall surface area disposed on the second of the two
material surfaces;
a rim wherein, at least one portion of the rim partially defines a base opening suitable for at least
partial receipt of the product into the base portion of the cavity; and
at least one base extension generally extending from the at least one portion of the rim, the at least
one base extension comprising a primary surface area disposed facing substantially externally
with respect to the base portion of the cavity wherein, the primary surface area comprising a flat
portion disposed on an extension of the predominantly internal sidewall surface area of the second
of the two material surfaces and, wherein, the at least one base extension comprising a secondary
surface area on an immediately opposite side of the container material to the flat portion of
primary surface area, the secondary surface area disposed on an extension of the predominantly
external sidewall surface arca of the first of the two material surfaces wherein,
when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position and the container is orientated
wherein the floor is substantially horizontal and the at least one external floor surface area faces
substantially downwardly, the substantially planar frontal extension is disposed obliquely to the
floor and projects generally downwardly in a direction generally away from the hinged side of the
lid from, the substantially flat lid top area to, the lid end portion wherein the substantially planar

frontal extension terminates substantially at the margin;

the container further comprising:
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a first planar area disposed on the lid, within the bounds of the substantially planar frontal
extension; and
a second planar area disposed on the flat portion of the primary surface, disposed obliquely with respect
to the floor wherein,
when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position,

the first planar arca and the second planar arca face substantially in the same direction wherein,

the container comprising;
a substantially flat area, inclined at a reflex angle of less than 270 degrees with respect to the
substantially flat lid top arca wherein, the substantially flat arca comprising;:
a circumferential dimension which is substantially less than each of, a largest internal perimeter
of the base opening and an outermost perimeter of the lid,;
an edge of the first planar area and at least part of the second planar area, disposed facing at least
substantially externally with respect to the cavity; and
at least one surface configuration between the lid and the base comprising, at least, the first planar area of
the lid, at least two distinct boundary portions of the flat portion of the primary surface area and, the flat
portion of the primary surface area of the at least one base extension wherein, the flat portion comprising
the second planar area disposed substantially co-planar with respect to, both, the lid front portion of the
first of the two material surfaces and the at least two distinct boundary portions, to comprise the
substantially flat arca, wherein,
the substantially flat area is disposed substantially outside of the cavity of the container and is suitable to
be covered in a generally flat fashion by a substantially flat portion of an entire label wherein, the entire
label is proposed to be received by the container wherein the entire label is larger than the substantially

flat area and wherein,
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the substantially flat portion of the entire label is proposed to contour substantially to the substantially flat
area, in the generally flat fashion, to cover at least two immediately adjacent surface portions of the
container with respect to the at least one surface configuration wherein,

a first of the at least two immediately adjacent surface portions is the entire flat portion of the primary
surface area of the at least one base extension and, a second of the at least two immediately adjacent
surface portions is disposed on the substantially planar frontal extension wherein,

when contouring to the substantially flat area and covering the at least two immediately adjacent surface
portions in the generally flat fashion, the substantially flat portion of the entire label is proposed to at least
generally contour to an outermost shape of the container including, at least cach of, the lid front portion of
the first of the two material surfaces of the substantially planar frontal extension, the second planar arca
and, the at least two distinct boundary portions of the flat portion of the primary surface arca of the at

least one base extension.

35.(New) The container of claim 34 wherein, the at least one base extension comprising a formed
section wherein, the formed section stands proud of the at least one portion of the rim wherein, the second
planar area comprising a planar perimeter wherein, a portion of the planar perimeter defines at least two
distinct sides of the second planar area and wherein, the at least one lid hole is disposed at least generally
adjacent to the first planar area wherein, when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position,
the at least one lid hole corresponds to and mates with the at least two distinct sides of the second planar
area, to expose the second planar area wherein, facilitating the at least one surface configuration, to

provide the substantially flat area.

36.(New) The container of claim 35 wherein, the lid hole edge is substantially planar and wherein,

when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position, the lid hole edge and the at least one lid

hole are entirely encompassed within a perimeter of the substantially flat area.

-13/16 -

Ex.1002 / Page 283 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al



37.(New) The container of claim 35 wherein, the substantially flat lid top area has a width disposed
generally between the hinged side of the 1id and the substantially planar frontal extension; the entire label
having a first flat label portion, a second flat label portion, and a third flat label portion located between
the first and second flat label portions, wherein the first flat label portion comprising the substantially flat
portion of the entire label; wherein, when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position and the
entire label is received by the container, the third flat label portion substantially spans the width of the
substantially flat lid top area and is located directly above the floor, the first flat label portion is separated
from the second flat label portion by the width of the substantially flat lid top area, and the substantially

flat area is both, substantially parallel and immediately adjacent with respect to the first flat label portion.

38.(New) The container of claim 35 wherein, when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed
position, the at least one lid hole corresponds with the flat portion of the primary surface area wherein, the
formed section of the at least one base extension protrudes from the base, generally into the at least one
lid hole, to provide the substantially flat arca wherein, the substantially flat arca is substantially coplanar

with the planar perimeter of the flat portion.

39.(New) The container of claim 36 wherein, a portion of the margin of the lid extends from, a first
opening area adjacent to a first of the at least one lid hole to, a second opening area adjacent to a second
of the at least one lid hole wherein, the portion of the margin includes a most forwardly extended point of
the lid when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position wherein, the most forwardly
extended point of the lid is generally disposed at the front of the container, on a directly opposite side of

the container to the hinged attachment.

40.(New) The container of claim 39 wherein, when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed
position, the portion of the margin includes at least one point which is closer, to either of, the first lid hole

and the second lid hole, than to the floor of the base.
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41.(New) The container of claim 34 wherein, the container comprising at least one mechanical
locking mechanism disposed within the perimeter of the substantially flat area, to lock the lid to the base

when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position.

42.(New) The container of claim 41 wherein, when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed
position, the margin of the lid extends from

a first lock area adjacent to a first of the at least one mechanical locking mechanism to

a second lock area adjacent to a second of the at least one mechanical locking mechanism;
wherein between the first lock area and the second lock area, the margin has at least one convex curvature

portion.

43.(New) The container of claim 41 further comprising a chamfered abutment of an edge of the
first planar area and at lcast a part of the second planar area disposed within the perimeter of the

substantially flat area.

44 (New) The container of claim 41 wherein, the first planar area and the second planar area
partially overlap when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position;
further comprising an overlap of a lid material portion and a base material portion, disposed within the

perimeter of the substantially flat area when the lid is in the at least one substantially closed position.

45 (New) The container of claim 44 wherein, the overlap includes the first planar area located

adjacent to the second planar arca and disposed within the perimeter of the substantially flat arca.

46.(New) The container of claim 45 wherein, first planar area of the overlap is separated from the

second planar area of the overlap by the dimension of the material thickness.
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47 (New) The container of claim 45 wherein, the substantially flat arca is covered with the

substantially flat portion of the entire label in the generally flat fashion, to span the overlap.
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Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS

ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
1/f you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-97199 and select option 2.
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PATENT APPLICATION
Docket No. 408889-0004

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: Maurice Joseph Paul Tabone Confirmation No. 9424
Serial No. 16/360,964 Examiner: TBA
Filed: March 21, 2019 Group Art Unit: TBA

For: CONTAINER BASE AND LID WITH PLANAR AREA FOR FLAT
APPLICATION OF ADHESIVE MEMBRANE

Date: September 16, 2019

SUBMITTED VIA EFS

SECOND SUPPLEMENTAL PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT
Prior to Examination, please amend the application as follows.
Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begin on page
2 of this paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 8 of this paper.
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IN THE CLAIMS

1. (Currently Amended) A process of covering an exterior area of a container with a portion
of a sheet material comprising a label,

the container comprising a base and a lid moveable with respect to the base between an open
position and a closed position;

the base comprising a floor, at least one sidewall upwardly extending to at least partially
define an interior cavity having an opening through which product may be at least partially inserted
into the interior cavity when the container is in the open position;

at least one base area disposed at an oblique angle to the opening on an extension from the
base comprising a primary surface on a continuation of an interior surface of the at least one sidewall
with respect to the interior cavity of the base, the primary surface facing generally away from the floor
and comprising an opposing secondary surface;

the lid comprising a lid shape to at least partially contain product which may extend from
inside the interior cavity of the base to an area outside the interior cavity and beyond the opening
when the container is in the closed position;

the lid comprising at least one lid hole having an edge in common with at least one lid surface

area disposed in a substantially flat area of the exterior area of the container in the closed position, the

at least one lid hole corresponding to and, exposing, at least a portion of the primary surface of the at
least one base area when the container is in the closed position wherein, beth; the exposed portion of
the primary surface and the at least one lid surface areas are substantially co-planar and face generally

outwardly in-a-similar-direetion with respect to the interior cavity of the base wherein, the portion of

the primary surface and the at least one lid surface area, together, comprise a substantially flat area,

the substantially flat area being suitable for at least a portion of the label to be affixed to in a

substantially flat fashion, the substantially flat fashion being substantially contoured to the outer shape

of the container including the portion of the primary surface, to bind the portion of the primary

surface to the at least one lid surface area with the portion of the label, when the container is in the

closed position;
the process comprising:
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affixing at least a part of the label to at least a portion of the at least one lid surface area;

covering at least a part of the edge of the at least one lid hole with a substantially planar part
of the label; and

covering at least a part of the at least one lid hole with the substantially planar part of the
label, the substantially planar part of the label at least partially disposed on the at least one lid surface
area.

2. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 1 wherein the container comprising at least
one locking mechanism disposed on the lid and the base, the process comprising:

covering at least a part of the at least one locking mechanism with the substantially planar part
of the label.

3. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein the lid comprises two or more parts.

4. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 1 wherein when the container is in the closed

position, the container comprisesing a simple partial overlap between the atleastone lid surfacearea

and the primary-surface-of the-atleast-one base ares, the simple partial overlap comprising a

substantially parallel arrangement of a substantially planar surface portion of each of, the lid and, the

base, resulting in a small step from the atdeast-ene lid surfaece-area to the primary-surface-of-theat
least-ene base area, and wherein the simple partial overlap and the small step are at least partially
covered with the substantially planar part of the label when-the-containerisinthe-closed-position.

5. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein the label is an adhesive label.

6. (Currently Amended) A process of covering a portion of a surface area of a base of a
container with portion of a sheet material comprising a label,

the container comprising a base and a lid moveable with respect to the base between an open
position and a closed position;

the base comprising a floor, at least one sidewall upwardly extending to at least partially
define an interior cavity having an opening through which product may be at least partially inserted
into the interior cavity when the container is in the open position;

at least one base area disposed at an oblique angle to the opening disposed on an extension

from the base comprising a primary surface on a continuation of an interior surface of the at least one
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sidewall with respect to the interior cavity of the base, the primary surface facing generally away from
the floor and comprising an opposing secondary surface;

the lid comprising a lid shape to at least partially contain product which may extend from
inside the interior cavity of the base to an area outside the interior cavity and beyond the opening
when the container is in the closed position;

wherein the lid comprising at least one lid hole having an edge in common with at least one
lid surface area disposed in a substantially flat area of the exterior area of the container in the closed
position, the at least one lid hole mating with at least a portion of the primary surface of the at least
one base area when the container is in the closed position,

wherein the portion of the primary surface and the at least one lid surface area are

substantially co-planar and face ina-substantialy-similar direetion-and generally outwardly with

respect to the interior cavity of the base wherein, the portion of the primary surface and the at least

one lid surface area, together, comprise a substantially flat area, the substantially flat area being

suitable for at least a portion of the label to be affixed to in a substantially flat fashion, the
substantially flat fashion being substantially contoured to the outer shape of the container including

the portion of the primary surface, to bind the portion of the primary surface to the at least one lid

surface area with the portion of the label, when the container is in the closed position;

wherein the at least one lid surface area, the at least one lid hole and, the edge are, each, at
least partially covered with a substantially planar part of the label, the label being affixed to at least a
portion of the at least one lid surface area;

the process comprising:

covering at least a part of the portion of the primary surface with the substantially planar part
of the label when the container is in the closed position.

7. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 6 wherein, the container comprises at least one
locking mechanism disposed on the lid and the base, the process comprising:

covering at least a part of the at least one locking mechanisms with the substantially planar
part of the label.

8. (Original) The process of claim 6 wherein the label is an adhesive label.
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9. (Original) The process of claim 6 wherein the lid comprises of two or more parts.

10. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 6 wherein when the container is in the closed
position, the container comprisesing a simple partial overlap between the at-leastone lid surfacearea
and the primary-surface-of the-atleast-one base ares, the simple partial overlap comprising a

substantially parallel arrangement of a substantially planar surface portion of each of, the lid and, the

base, resulting in a small step from the ateast-ene lid surface-area to the primary-surface-of-theat
least-ene base area, and wherein the simple partial overlap and the small step are at least partially
covered with the substantially planar part of the label swhen+the-containerisinthe-closed-position.

11. (Currently Amended) A container comprising a base and a lid moveable with respect to
the base between an open position and a closed position,

the base comprising a floor, at least one sidewall upwardly extending to at least partially
define an interior cavity having an opening through which product may be at least partially inserted
into the interior cavity when the container is in the open position;

at least one base area disposed at an oblique angle to the opening on an extension from the
base comprising a primary surface on a continuation of an interior surface of the at least one sidewall
with respect to the interior cavity of the base, the primary surface facing generally away from the floor
and comprising an opposing secondary surface;

the lid comprising a lid shape to at least partially contain product which may extend from
inside the interior cavity of the base to an area outside the interior cavity and beyond the opening
when the container is in the closed position;

the lid comprising at least one lid hole having an edge in common with at least one lid surface

area disposed in a substantially flat area of the exterior area of the container_in the closed position, the

at least one lid hole corresponding to at least a portion of the primary surface of the at least one base
area when the container is in the closed position, wherein, beth; the portion of the primary surface and
the at least one lid surface area are substantially co-planar and face generally outwardly ir-a-simitar
direetion with respect to the interior cavity of the base wherein, the portion of the primary surface and

the at least one lid surface area, together, comprise a substantially flat area, the substantially flat area

being suitable for at least a portion of the label to be affixed to in a substantially flat fashion, the
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substantially flat fashion being substantially contoured to the outer shape of the container including

the portion of the primary surface, to bind the portion of the primary surface to the at least one lid

surface area with the portion of the label, when the container is in the closed position; and

wherein the at least one lid surface area, the at least one lid hole and, the portion of the
primary surface are at least partially covered with a substantially planar part of a single label, the
single label being affixed to at least a portion of the at least one lid surface when the container is in
the closed position.

12. (Previously Presented) The container of claim 11 wherein the container comprises at least
one locking mechanism disposed on the lid and the base, the at least one locking mechanism being at
least partially covered with the substantially planar part of the single label.

13. (Original) The container of claim 11 wherein the lid comprises two or more parts.

14. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 11 wherein when the container is in the

closed position, the container comprisesing a simple partial overlap between the atdeast-ese lid

surface-area and the primary-surface-of the-atleastone base area, the simple partial overlap

comprising a substantially parallel arrangement of a substantially planar surface portion of each of,

the lid and, the base, resulting in a small step from the atleast-ere lid surfacearea to the primary

sturface-of the-atleast-one base area, and wherein the simple partial overlap and the small step are at
least partially covered with the substantially planar part of the label when-the-containerisinthe-closed

15. (Previously Presented) The container of claim 11 wherein the single label is an adhesive
label.

16. (Previously Presented) The container of claim 11 comprising:

two or more of each of, the at least one lid surface area and the primary surface of the at least
one base area, wherein the single label is adhesively applied to some of these.

17. (Previously Presented) The container of claim 11 wherein in the closed position, the at
least one lid surface area is substantially disposed at an oblique angle to the floor of the base.

18. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 1 wherein when the container is in the closed

position, the at least one lid surface area is disposed at an oblique angle to the floor of the base.
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19. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 6 wherein when the container is in the closed
position, the at least one lid surface area is disposed at an oblique angle to the floor of the base.

20. (Previously Presented) The container of claim 17 wherein in the closed position, the at
least one lid surface area, the at least one lid hole and, the portion of the primary surface of the at least

one base area are, each, substantially covered with the substantially planar part of the single label.
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REMARKS

This Second Supplemental Preliminary Amendment follows the Supplementary
Preliminary Amendment filed March 26, 2019, and the Preliminary Amendment filed March
25,2019. Claims 1, 4, 6, 10, 11, and 14 are currently amended.

The claims have been amended to more clearly set out what Applicant regards as the
invention.

The Examiner is encouraged to telephone the undersigned at 360-619-7028 if it
appears that an interview would be helpful in advancing the case. Allowance of all claims is
requested.

Customer No. 20575

Respectfully submitted,

Tobie L. Rl

Julie L. Reed
Reg. No. 35,349

MILLER NASH GRAHAM & DUNN LLP
3400 U.S. Bancorp Tower

111 SW Fifth Avenue

Portland OR 97204

503.224.5858
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The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 16/360,964

Projected Publication Date: 07/18/2019
Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
** SMALL ENTITY **
Title

CONTAINER BASE AND LID WITH PLANAR AREA FOR FLAT APPLICATION OF ADHESIVE
MEMBRANE

Preliminary Class
220
Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).

page 2 of 3

Ex.1002 / Page 302 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al
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LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop
technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http:/www.SelectUSA.gov or call
+1-202-482-6800.
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SUBMITTED VIA EFS

SUPPLEMENTAL PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT

Prior to Examination, please amend the application as follows.
Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begin on page
2 of this paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 8 of this paper.
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REMARKS

This Supplemental Preliminary Amendment follows the Preliminary Amendment
filed March 25, 2019. Claims 15, 19, and 20 were further amended to correct the claim
dependencies.

The claims as shown here include the amendments previously filed in the Preliminary
Amendment, if those have already been entered, they can be disregarded and only the
amendments to claims 15, 19 and 20 need be entered.

The claims have been amended to more clearly set out what Applicant regards as the
invention.

Claims 18-20 have been added by this amendment.

The Examiner is encouraged to telephone the undersigned at 360-619-7028 if it
appears that an interview would be helpful in advancing the case. Allowance of all claims is
requested.

Customer No. 20575

Respectfully submitted,

Takie U Butkl

Julie L. Reed
Reg. No. 35,349

MILLER NASH GRAHAM & DUNN LLP
3400 U.S. Bancorp Tower

111 SW Fifth Avenue

Portland OR 97204

503.224.5858
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IN THE CLAIMS

1. (Currently Amended) A process of covering an exterior area of a container with a portion
of a sheet material comprising a label;

the container comprising a base and a lid moveable with respect to the base between
an open position and a closed position;

the base comprising a floor, at least one sidewall upwardly extending to at least
partially define an interior cavity comprising an opening through which product may be at
least partially inserted into the interior cavity when the container is in the open position;

at least one base swsfaee area disposed at an oblique angle to the opening on an

extension from the base comprising a primary surface on a continuation of an interior surface
of the at least one sidewall with respect to the interior cavity of the base, the primary surface
facing generally away from the floor and comprising an opposing secondary surface;

the lid comprising a lid shape to at least partially contain product which may extend

from inside the interior cavity of the base to an area gutside the interior cavity and beyond the

opening when the container is in the closed position;
the lid comprising at least one lid hole comprising an edge in common with at least

one lid surface area disposed in a substantially flat area of the exterior area of the container,

the at least one lid hole corresponding to and, exposing, at least a portion of the primary
surface of the at least one base surface area when the container is in the closed position
wherein, both, the exposed portion of the primary surface and the at least one lid surface area,
face generally outwardly in a similar direction with respect to the interior cavity of the base;
the process comprising:
affixing at least a part of the label to at least a past portion of the at least one lid

surface area;
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covering at least a part of the edge of the at least one lid hole with atleast-a
substantially planar part of the label; and
covering at least a part of the at least one lid hole with atJeast a the substantially

planar part of the label, the substantially planar part of the label at least partially disposed on

the at least one lid surface area.

2. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 1 wherein the container comprising at least one
locking mechanism disposed on the lid and the base, the process comprising:
covering at least a part of the at least one locking mechanism with atdeast-a the substantially
planar part of the label.
3. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein the lid comprises two or more parts.
4. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 1 wherein when the container is in the closed
position, the container comprises a simple overlap between the at least one lid surface area
and the primary surface of the at least one base susfaee area, the simple overlap resulting in a
small step from the at least one lid surface area to the primary surface of the at least one base
surface area, and wherein the simple overlap and the small step are at least partially covered
with atJeast-a the substantially planar part of the label when the container is in the closed
position.
5. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein the label is an adhesive label.
6. (Currently Amended) A process of covering a portion of a surface area of a base of a
container with portion of a sheet material comprising a label;

the container comprising a base and a lid moveable with respect to the base between
an open position and a closed position;

the base comprising a floor, at least one sidewall upwardly extending to at least
partially define an interior cavity comprising an opening through which product may be at

least partially inserted into the interior cavity when the container is in the open position;
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at least one base susfaee area disposed at an obligue angle to the opening on an

extension from the base comprising a primary surface on a continuation of an interior surface
of the at least one sidewall with respect to the interior cavity of the base, the primary surface
facing generally away from the floor and comprising an opposing secondary surface;

the lid comprising a lid shape to at least partially contain product which may extend

from inside the interior cavity of the base to an area outside the interior cavity and beyond the

opening when the container is in the closed position;
wherein the lid comprising at least one lid hole comprising an edge in common with

at least one lid surface area disposed in a substantially flat area of the exterior area of the

container, the at least one lid hole mating with at least a portion of the primary surface of the
at least one base susfaee area when the container is in the closed position,

wherein the portion of the primary surface and the at least one lid surface area face in
a substantially similar direction and generally outwardly with respect to the interior cavity of
the base;

wherein the at least one lid surface area, the at least one lid hole and, the edge are,
each, at least partially covered with atJeast a substantially planar part of the label, the label

being affixed to at least a portion of the at least one lid surface area;

the process comprising:
covering at least a part of the portion of the primary surface with atleast-a the

substantially planar part of the label when the container is in the closed position.

7. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 6 wherein, the container comprises at least one
locking mechanism disposed on the lid and the base, the process comprising:
covering at least a part of the at least one locking mechanisms with atdeasta the

substantially planar part of the label.
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8. (Original) The process of claim 6 wherein the label is an adhesive label.

9. (Original) The process of claim 6 wherein the lid comprises of two or more parts.

10. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 6 wherein when the container is in the closed
position the container comprising a simple overlap between, the at least one lid surface area
and the primary surface of the at least one base susfaee area, the simple overlap resulting in a
small step from the at least one lid surface area to the primary surface of the at least one base
surface area,

wherein the simple overlap and the small step are at least partially covered with at

least-a the substantially planar part of the label when the container is in the closed position.

11. (Currently Amended) A container comprising a base and a lid moveable with respect to
the base between an open position and a closed position,

the base comprising a floor, at least one sidewall upwardly extending to at least
partially define an interior cavity comprising an opening through which product may be at
least partially inserted into the interior cavity when the container is in the open position;

at least one base surface area disposed at an oblique angle to the opening on an

extension from the base comprising a primary surface on a continuation of an interior surface
of the at least one sidewall with respect to the interior cavity of the base, the primary surface
facing generally away from the floor and comprising an opposing secondary surface;

the lid comprising a lid shape to at least partially contain product which may extend

from inside the interior cavity of the base to an area outside the interior cavity and beyond the

opening when the container is in the closed position;
the lid comprising at least one lid hole comprising an edge in common with at least

one lid surface area disposed in a substantially flat area of the exterior area of the container,

the at least one lid hole corresponding to at least a portion of the primary surface of the at

least one base swefaee area when the container is in the closed position wherein, both, the
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portion of the primary surface and the at least one lid surface area face generally outwardly in

a similar direction with respect to the interior cavity of the base; and

wherein the at least one lid surface area, the at least one lid hole and, the portion of

the primary surface are at least partially covered with atdeast a substantially planar part of a

single label, the single label being affixed to at least a portion of the at least one lid surface

when the container is in the closed position.
12. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 11 wherein the container comprises at least
one locking mechanism disposed on the lid and the base, the at least one locking mechanism

being at Jeast partially covered with atdeast-a the substantially planar part of the single label.

13. (Original) The container of claim 11 wherein the lid comprises two or more parts.
14. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 11 wherein when the container is in the
closed position,

the container comprising a simple overlap between, the at least one lid surface area
and the primary surface of the at least one base susfaee area, the simple overlap resulting in a
small step from the at least one lid surface area to the primary surface of the at least one base
surfaee area, wherein the simple overlap and the small step are at least partially covered with

atJeast-a the substantially planar part of the single label when the container is in the closed

position.
15. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 43 11 wherein the single label is an adhesive
label.
16. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 11 comprising:

two or more of each of, the at least one lid surface area and the primary surface of the
at least one base surface area, wherein the single label is adhesively applied to some of these

surfaces.
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17. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 11 wherein in the closed position, the at
least one lid surface area is atdeast-partially substantially disposed at an oblique angle to the
epening floor of the base.

Please add the following claims:

18. (New) The process of claim 1 wherein when the container is in the closed position, the at
least one lid surface area is disposed at an oblique angle to the floor of the base.

19. (New and Currently Amended) The process of claim # 6 wherein when the container is in
the closed position, the at least one lid surface area is disposed at an oblique angle to the floor
of the base.

20. (New and Currently Amended) The container of claim 48 17 wherein in the closed
position, the at least one lid surface area, the at least one lid hole and, the portion of the
primary surface of the at least one base area are, each, substantially covered with the

substantially planar part of the single label.
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For: CONTAINER BASE AND LID WITH PLANAR AREA FOR FLAT
APPLICATION OF ADHESIVE MEMBRANE
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SUBMITTED VIA EFS

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT
Prior to Examination, please amend the application as follows.
Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begin on page
2 of this paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 8 of this paper.
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REMARKS

The claims have been amended to more clearly set out what Applicant regards as the
invention.

Claims 18-20 have been added by this amendment.

The Examiner is encouraged to telephone the undersigned at 360-619-7028 if it
appears that an interview would be helpful in advancing the case. Allowance of all claims is
requested.

Customer No. 20575

Respectfully submitted,

Tokie L. Rl

Julie L. Reed
Reg. No. 35,349

MILLER NASH GRAHAM & DUNN LLP
3400 U.S. Bancorp Tower
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IN THE CLAIMS

1. (Currently Amended) A process of covering an exterior area of a container with a portion
of a sheet material comprising a label;

the container comprising a base and a lid moveable with respect to the base between
an open position and a closed position;

the base comprising a floor, at least one sidewall upwardly extending to at least
partially define an interior cavity comprising an opening through which product may be at
least partially inserted into the interior cavity when the container is in the open position;

at least one base swsfaee area disposed at an oblique angle to the opening on an

extension from the base comprising a primary surface on a continuation of an interior surface
of the at least one sidewall with respect to the interior cavity of the base, the primary surface
facing generally away from the floor and comprising an opposing secondary surface;

the lid comprising a lid shape to at least partially contain product which may extend

from inside the interior cavity of the base to an area gutside the interior cavity and beyond the

opening when the container is in the closed position;
the lid comprising at least one lid hole comprising an edge in common with at least

one lid surface area disposed in a substantially flat area of the exterior area of the container,

the at least one lid hole corresponding to and, exposing, at least a portion of the primary
surface of the at least one base surface area when the container is in the closed position
wherein, both, the exposed portion of the primary surface and the at least one lid surface area,
face generally outwardly in a similar direction with respect to the interior cavity of the base;
the process comprising:
affixing at least a part of the label to at least a past portion of the at least one lid

surface area;
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covering at least a part of the edge of the at least one lid hole with atleast-a
substantially planar part of the label; and
covering at least a part of the at least one lid hole with atJeast a the substantially

planar part of the label, the substantially planar part of the label at least partially disposed on

the at least one lid surface area.

2. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 1 wherein the container comprising at least one
locking mechanism disposed on the lid and the base, the process comprising:
covering at least a part of the at least one locking mechanism with atdeast-a the substantially
planar part of the label.
3. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein the lid comprises two or more parts.
4. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 1 wherein when the container is in the closed
position, the container comprises a simple overlap between the at least one lid surface area
and the primary surface of the at least one base susfaee area, the simple overlap resulting in a
small step from the at least one lid surface area to the primary surface of the at least one base
surface area, and wherein the simple overlap and the small step are at least partially covered
with atJeast-a the substantially planar part of the label when the container is in the closed
position.
5. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein the label is an adhesive label.
6. (Currently Amended) A process of covering a portion of a surface area of a base of a
container with portion of a sheet material comprising a label;

the container comprising a base and a lid moveable with respect to the base between
an open position and a closed position;

the base comprising a floor, at least one sidewall upwardly extending to at least
partially define an interior cavity comprising an opening through which product may be at

least partially inserted into the interior cavity when the container is in the open position;
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at least one base susfaee area disposed at an obligue angle to the opening on an

extension from the base comprising a primary surface on a continuation of an interior surface
of the at least one sidewall with respect to the interior cavity of the base, the primary surface
facing generally away from the floor and comprising an opposing secondary surface;

the lid comprising a lid shape to at least partially contain product which may extend

from inside the interior cavity of the base to an area outside the interior cavity and beyond the

opening when the container is in the closed position;
wherein the lid comprising at least one lid hole comprising an edge in common with

at least one lid surface area disposed in a substantially flat area of the exterior area of the

container, the at least one lid hole mating with at least a portion of the primary surface of the
at least one base susfaee area when the container is in the closed position,

wherein the portion of the primary surface and the at least one lid surface area face in
a substantially similar direction and generally outwardly with respect to the interior cavity of
the base;

wherein the at least one lid surface area, the at least one lid hole and, the edge are,
each, at least partially covered with atJeast a substantially planar part of the label, the label

being affixed to at least a portion of the at least one lid surface area;

the process comprising:
covering at least a part of the portion of the primary surface with atleast-a the

substantially planar part of the label when the container is in the closed position.

7. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 6 wherein, the container comprises at least one
locking mechanism disposed on the lid and the base, the process comprising:
covering at least a part of the at least one locking mechanisms with atdeasta the

substantially planar part of the label.
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8. (Original) The process of claim 6 wherein the label is an adhesive label.

9. (Original) The process of claim 6 wherein the lid comprises of two or more parts.

10. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 6 wherein when the container is in the closed
position the container comprising a simple overlap between, the at least one lid surface area
and the primary surface of the at least one base susfaee area, the simple overlap resulting in a
small step from the at least one lid surface area to the primary surface of the at least one base
surface area,

wherein the simple overlap and the small step are at least partially covered with at

least-a the substantially planar part of the label when the container is in the closed position.

11. (Currently Amended) A container comprising a base and a lid moveable with respect to
the base between an open position and a closed position,

the base comprising a floor, at least one sidewall upwardly extending to at least
partially define an interior cavity comprising an opening through which product may be at
least partially inserted into the interior cavity when the container is in the open position;

at least one base surface area disposed at an oblique angle to the opening on an

extension from the base comprising a primary surface on a continuation of an interior surface
of the at least one sidewall with respect to the interior cavity of the base, the primary surface
facing generally away from the floor and comprising an opposing secondary surface;

the lid comprising a lid shape to at least partially contain product which may extend

from inside the interior cavity of the base to an area outside the interior cavity and beyond the

opening when the container is in the closed position;
the lid comprising at least one lid hole comprising an edge in common with at least

one lid surface area disposed in a substantially flat area of the exterior area of the container,

the at least one lid hole corresponding to at least a portion of the primary surface of the at

least one base swefaee area when the container is in the closed position wherein, both, the
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portion of the primary surface and the at least one lid surface area face generally outwardly in

a similar direction with respect to the interior cavity of the base; and

wherein the at least one lid surface area, the at least one lid hole and, the portion of

the primary surface are at least partially covered with atdeast a substantially planar part of a

single label, the single label being affixed to at least a portion of the at least one lid surface

when the container is in the closed position.
12. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 11 wherein the container comprises at least
one locking mechanism disposed on the lid and the base, the at least one locking mechanism

being at Jeast partially covered with atdeast-a the substantially planar part of the single label.

13. (Original) The container of claim 11 wherein the lid comprises two or more parts.
14. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 11 wherein when the container is in the
closed position,

the container comprising a simple overlap between, the at least one lid surface area
and the primary surface of the at least one base susfaee area, the simple overlap resulting in a
small step from the at least one lid surface area to the primary surface of the at least one base
surfaee area, wherein the simple overlap and the small step are at least partially covered with

atJeast-a the substantially planar part of the single label when the container is in the closed

position.
15. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 13 wherein the single label is an adhesive
label.
16. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 11 comprising:

two or more of each of, the at least one lid surface area and the primary surface of the
at least one base surface area, wherein the single label is adhesively applied to some of these

surfaces.
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17. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 11 wherein in the closed position, the at
least one lid surface area is atdeast-partially substantially disposed at an oblique angle to the
epening floor of the base.

Please add the following claims:

18. (New) The process of claim 1 wherein when the container is in the closed position, the at
least one lid surface area is disposed at an oblique angle to the floor of the base.

19. (New) The process of claim 7 wherein when the container is in the closed position, the at
least one lid surface area is disposed at an oblique angle to the floor of the base.

20. (New) The container of claim 19 wherein in the closed position, the at least one lid
surface area, the at least one lid hole and, the portion of the primary surface of the at least one

base area are, each, substantially covered with the substantially planar part of the single label.
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Abstract

The embodiments provide a container (40) of the type to hold fresh food or produce. Container
(40) has a base (42) and a lid (44) moveable with respect to the base (42) between an open
position and a closed position. The lid (44) has a planar area (54). The base has a second planar
area (56). In the closed position, the first planar (54) and the second planar area (56) include a
substantially flat area suitable for receipt of an adhesive membrane, such as a self-adhesive label.
The substantially flat area includes an edge (55) of the first planar area (54) and at least part of

the second planar area (56).
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The Claims

1. A process of covering an exterior area of a container with a portion of a sheet

material comprising a label;

the container comprising a base and a lid moveable with respect to the base between an
open position and a closed position;

the base comprising a floor, at least one sidewall upwardly extending to at least partially
define an interior cavity having an opening through which product may be at least partially
inserted into the interior cavity when the container is in the open position;

at least one base surface area disposed on an extension from the base comprising a
primary surface on a continuation of an interior surface of the at least one sidewall with respect
to the interior cavity of the base, the primary surface facing generally away from the floor and
comprising an opposing secondary surface;

the lid comprising a lid shape to at least partially contain product which may extend from
inside the interior cavity of the base to an area beyond the opening when the container is in the
closed position;

the lid comprising at least one lid hole having an edge in common with at least one lid
surface area, the at least one lid hole corresponding to and, exposing, at least a portion of the
primary surface of the at least one base surface area when the container is in the closed position
wherein, the exposed portion of the primary surface and the at least one lid surface area, face
generally outwardly with respect to the interior cavity of the base;

the process comprising:

affixing at least a part of the label to at least a part of the at least one lid surface area;

15
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covering at least a part of the edge of the at least one lid hole with at least a part of the
label; and

covering at least a part of the at least one lid hole with at least a part of the label.

2. The process of claim 1 wherein the container comprising at least one locking
mechanism disposed on the lid and the base, the process comprising:

covering at least a part of the at least one locking mechanism with at least a part of the
label.

3. The process of claim 1 wherein the lid comprises two or more parts.

4. The process of claim 1 wherein when the container is in the closed position, the
container comprises a simple overlap between the at least one lid surface area and the primary
surface of the at least one base surface area, the simple overlap resulting in a small step from the
at least one lid surface area to the primary surface of the at least one base surface area, and
wherein the simple overlap and the small step are at least partially covered with at least a part of
the label when the container is in the closed position.

5. The process of claim 1 wherein the label is an adhesive label.

6. A process of covering a portion of a surface area of a base of a container with
portion of a sheet material comprising a label;

the container comprising a base and a lid moveable with respect to the base between an
open position and a closed position;

the base comprising a floor, at least one sidewall upwardly extending to at least partially
define an interior cavity having an opening through which product may be at least partially

inserted into the interior cavity when the container is in the open position;
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at least one base surface area disposed on an extension from the base comprising a
primary surface on a continuation of an interior surface of the at least one sidewall with respect
to the interior cavity of the base, the primary surface facing generally away from the floor and
comprising an opposing secondary surface;

the lid comprising a lid shape to at least partially contain product which may extend from
inside the interior cavity of the base to an area beyond the opening when the container is in the
closed position;

wherein the lid comprising at least one lid hole having an edge in common with at least
one lid surface area, the at least one lid hole mating with at least a portion of the primary surface
of the at least one base surface area when the container is in the closed position,

wherein the portion of the primary surface and the at least one lid surface area face
generally outwardly with respect to the interior cavity of the base;

wherein the at least one lid surface area, the at least one lid hole and, the edge are, each,
at least partially covered with at least a part of the label;

the process comprising:

covering at least a part of the portion of the primary surface with at least a part of the
label when the container is in the closed position.

7. The process of claim 6 wherein, the container comprises at least one locking
mechanism disposed on the lid and the base, the process comprising:

covering at least a part of the locking mechanisms with at least a part of the label.

8. The process of claim 6 wherein the label is an adhesive label.
9. The process of claim 6 wherein the lid comprises of two or more parts.
17
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10. The process of claim 6 wherein when the container is in the closed position the
container comprising a simple overlap between, the at least one lid surface area and the primary
surface of the at least one base surface area, the simple overlap resulting in a small step from the
at least one lid surface area to the primary surface of the at least one base surface area,

wherein the simple overlap and the small step are at least partially covered with at least a

part of the label when the container is in the closed position.

11. A container comprising a base and a lid moveable with respect to the base
between an open position and a closed position,

the base comprising a floor, at least one sidewall upwardly extending to at least partially
define an interior cavity having an opening through which product may be at least partially
inserted into the interior cavity when the container is in the open position;

at least one base surface area disposed on an extension from the base comprising a
primary surface on a continuation of an interior surface of the at least one sidewall with respect
to the interior cavity of the base, the primary surface facing generally away from the floor and
comprising an opposing secondary surface;

the lid comprising a lid shape to at least partially contain product which may extend from
inside the interior cavity of the base to an area beyond the opening when the container is in the
closed position;

the lid comprising at least one lid hole having an edge in common with at least one lid
surface area, the at least one lid hole corresponding to at least a portion of the primary surface of
the at least one base surface area when the container is in the closed position wherein, the portion
of the primary surface and the at least one lid surface area face generally outwardly with respect

to the interior cavity of the base; and
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wherein the at least one lid surface area, the at least one lid hole and, the portion of the
primary surface are at least partially covered with at least a part of a label when the container is
in the closed position.

12. The container of claim 11 wherein the container comprises at least one locking
mechanism disposed on the lid and the base, the at least one locking mechanism being at least
partially covered with at least a part of the label.

13. The container of claim 11 wherein the lid comprises two or more parts.

14. The container of claim 11 wherein when the container is in the closed position,

the container comprising a simple overlap between, the at least one lid surface area and the
primary surface of the at least one base surface area, the simple overlap resulting in a small step
from the at least one lid surface area to the primary surface of the at least one base surface area,
wherein the simple overlap and the small step are at least partially covered with at least a part of
the label when the container is in the closed position.

15. The container of claim 11 wherein the label is an adhesive label.

16. The container of claim 11 comprising:

two or more of each of, the at least one lid surface area and the primary surface of the at
least one base surface area, wherein the label is adhesively applied to some of these surfaces.

17. The container of claim 11 wherein in the closed position, the at least one lid

surface area is at least partially disposed at an oblique angle to the opening of the base.
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Patent Application
MNGD Do. No. 408889-0004

CONTAINER BASE AND LID WITH PLANAR AREA FOR FLAT
APPLICATION OF ADHESIVE MEMBRANE

Related Applications

[0001] This application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 15/656,623 filed July
21, 2017, which is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 12/449,556, filed August 12,
2009, now abandoned, which is a U.S. National Phase entry under 35 U.S.C. § 371 of
International Application No. PCT/AU2008/000173, filed February 12, 2008, which claims the
benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a) of Australian Application No. 2007902246, filed April 30,
2007, and Australian Application No. 2007900654, filed February 12, 2007.

Technical Field

[0002] This disclosure relates to containers. In particular, this disclosure relates to containers
intended to hold fresh food or produce, although the scope is not limited to this area. The
disclosure is especially concerned with containers in a form which can facilitate application of
labels, such as tamper evident labels.

[0003] Priority is claimed of Australian Patent Application Nos 2007900654 and 2007902246,

the contents of the specifications of which are incorporated herein by reference.

Background

[0001] Thermoformed containers suitable for holding fresh food or produce are in common use.
Traditionally, these have consisted of a base with a lid, the lid being hinged to the base or
separate therefrom. In order to secure the lid to the base, these known containers require one or

more labels to be adhered to both the lid and the base in a "wrap around” fashion. In high output

1
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operations, there is a problem in applying a "wrap around" (non-flat) label because automated
equipment is generally designed for flat label application.

[0002] In addition, labels applied to containers of this type often carry a barcode, usually along
with other information. There can be problems in scanning barcodes on non-flat labels.
Consequently, from this point of view, a flat label would be preferred.

[0003] It is an object of the present embodiments, at least in some embodiments, to provide a
container configuration which permits flat application of labels.

[0004] More recently, a dual hinged lid container has been devised. Reference is made to
Australian patent No 2003234951. The specification of this patent discloses a container having a
lid provided in two parts, each part being hinged to the base. When both lids are closed, there is
available a generally flat area across the lid edges in the center of the container top to permit a
flat label to be applied. The flat label so applied can act as a tamper evident seal.

[0005] While this prior art dual hinged lidded container can work admirably in many
applications, there are instances where it is undesirable to apply a label across a join in the center
of a container lid in this manner. For example, the label may obstruct a consumer's view of
contents of the container, especially where there is a relatively high label-to-lid area ratio. As
another example, on larger containers, a regular sized label may prove inadequate to give a
tamper evident seal. If the size of the label were to be increased, this would add to label cost and
may prove uneconomical. In other instances, it may be desirable to provide a container with
increased security.

[0006] 1t is an object of the present embodiments, at least in some embodiments, to alleviate
some or all of these concerns or, at the least, to provide a useful alternative which is appropriate

for containers of different shapes and sizes.
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Disclosure

[0007] Accordingly, the present embodiment provides a container having a base and a lid
moveable with respect to the base between an open position and a closed position, the lid having
a first planar area and the base having a second planar area, wherein, in the closed position, the
first and second planar areas include a substantially flat area suitable for receipt of an adhesive
membrane, the substantially flat area including an edge of the first planar area and at least part of
the second planar area.

[0008] The container may be made of any suitable material but preferably is a thermoformed,
relatively thin plastic material, as is presently known in the art. Examples of suitable
thermoformable plastic material are polyvinyl chloride (PVC), polyethylene terephthalate (PET),
polypropylene, polylactide (PLA) and biaxially oriented polystyrene (BOPS). The container may
be of any desirable shape. Currently, most popular containers of this type are square or
rectangular in cross section and these are encompassed by the present embodiments, along with
other shapes.

[0009] The base preferably includes a floor and upwardly extending side walls. Preferably, all or
at least one of the side walls end at a rim which, in some embodiments, may include the second
planar area. If desired, the rim may include means for supporting the container during the selling
process. For example, the rim may include a hang sell hole for "off-shelf ' display.

[00010] The lid or the base may include ventilation holes, ribs or arches or any other

modifications suited to intended contents and/or conditions of sale.
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[00011] The base and upstanding side walls may define an opening which, in use, is horizontal.
However, other variations are possible. For example, the base may define an opening which, in
use, is vertical and intended to be closed by a lid in a vertical orientation in use.

[00012] The lid is moveable with respect to the base between an open position and a closed
position. The lid may be hinged or otherwise attached to the base in any suitable manner.
Alternately, the lid may be separate from the base, in which case it may be desirable to have two
or more first planar areas on the lid and correspondingly ~ two or more second planar areas on
the base if tamper evidence is required.

[00013] The lid may be generally flat or it may include shaped portions (such as one or more
domes, ribs or arches) in addition to the first planar area. Optionally, the lid may include one or
more recessed portions which may be useful for storing items which a consumer may require
once the container has been opened. Such items may include cutlery, dressings and condiments.
[00014] The lid may be of known type, for example an "inside fitting" or an "outside fitting" lid
in relation to the base when closed.

[00015] The lid may be a single lid or may be a multi-part lid. For example, the embodiments are
applicable to the type of dual-lidded container in Australian patent No. 2003234951. An
embodiment is shown in the drawings, below. The lid may have more than two parts.

[00016] The lid and/or the base may include any suitable mechanical locking mechanisms, such
as one or more projections, each receivable in a recess with an interference- type fit. These may
be located on surfaces which, in use, are horizontal or vertical, for example. Another example of
a locking mechanism is a channel style lock.

[00017] The first planar area is on the lid and preferably is greater than S5cm2. The first planar

area is preferably located adjacent an edge of the lid since, when a label or other adhesive
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membrane is applied, at least part of the purpose is to secure the lid to the base. In a preferred
embodiment, the first planar area is located opposite a hinged edge of the lid, when the lid is
hinged to be base. However, it is to be understood that the embodiments are not limited to this.
The first planar area may be located adjacent any edge of the lid or in any other desired location.
For example, the first planar area may be located on a side of the lid (approximately vertical in
use.)

[00018] The first planar area may be generally parallel to a floor in the base. However, other
configurations are possible. For example, the first planar area may be disposed at an angle to
some or all of the remainder of the lid. An example is illustrated in the drawings, below.
[00019] The second planar area is on the base. This may take any suitable form and many
variations are possible. By way of example, the second planar area may be located on a rim for
the base or on an extension thereof, optionally inclined at an angle to the rim. The lid may be
contoured for a snug fit with the second planar area.

[00020] The substantially flat area suitable for receipt of an adhesive membrane includes an edge
of the first planar area and at least part of the second planar area. It is intended, or course, that
the adhesive membrane (preferably an adhesive label) may be applied to the substantially flat
area, connecting the lid and the base in the area of the edge of the first planar area included in the
substantially flat area. The first and second planar arecas may be adjacent or they may partially
overlap. In one view, they may be regarded as generally coplanar, although, strictly speaking,
where there is a simple overlap there will be a small step from the first planar area to the second
planar area.

[00021] The edge of the first planar area may simply abut at least part of the second planar area.

In another embodiment, the edge of the first planar area may form a chamfered abutment with at
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least part of the second planar area. In yet another embodiment, an edge of the first planar area
surrounds the second planar area.

[00022] The substantially flat area is preferably located at an opposite side of the container to the
hinge, or opposite each hinge when there is more than one. However, the embodiments are not
limited to this configuration.

[00023] It will be appreciated that when the lid is in the closed position, the substantially flat
area is preferably suitable for application of an adhesive membrane, such as a self-adhesive label
applied by an automated applicator in a generally flat fashion.

[00024] While the adhesive membrane is preferably a self-adhesive label, it may also take other
forms. For example, it may be a heat sealable lidding film of plastic, foil or other sheet material.
[00025] If desired, the adhesive membrane may have a perforation or other area of weakness
locatable at or adjacent the edge of the first planar area within the substantially flat area. The
purpose of this is to simplify opening of the container by the consumer.

[00026] If there are two or more first planar areas and second planar areas, the adhesive
membrane may be applied to all of these, or some of these, or to one first planar area and one
second planar area only.

[00027] If desired, the container of the embodiments may be designed so as to be nestable or
stackable with identical or similar containers.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[00028] The embodiments will now be described in relation to certain non-limiting examples
thereof in the accompanying drawings, in which:
[00029] Figure 1 is a plan view of a first embodiment of container, showing a lid, hinged to the

base in the open position;
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[00030] Figure 2 corresponds to the embodiment in Figure 1, but showing the lid in the closed
position;
[00031] Figure 3 is a side elevation of the embodiment of Figures 1 and 2, with the lid in the
closed position;
[00032] Figure 4 is a perspective view of a second embodiment of container, having a lid
separate from the base;
[00033] Figure 5 is an exploded view of the embodiment in Figure 4;
[00034] Figure 6 is a detail of the circled portion of Figure 4;
[00035] Figure 7 is a top plan view of the embodiment of Figure 4;
[00036] Figure 8 is a front elevation of the embodiment of Figure 4;
[00037] Figure 9 is a side elevation of the embodiment of Figure 4;
[00038] Figure 10 is a top plan view of a further embodiment in the open position;
[00039] Figure 11 is a top plan view of the embodiment of Figure 10, showing the lid in the
closed position;
[00040] Figure 12 is a top plan view of a further embodiment in the open position;
[00041] Figure 13 is a top plan view of the embodiment of Figure 12 in the closed
position;
[00042] Figure 14 is a top plan view of a further embodiment in the open position;
[00043] Figure 15 is a top plan view of the embodiment of Figure 14 in the closed position;
[00044] Figure 16 is a top plan view of a further embodiment in the open position;
[00045] Figure 17 is a top plan view of the embodiment of Figure 16 in the closed position;
[00046] Figure 18 is a side elevation of a further embodiment, where the first and second planar

areas are at an angle to the base and lid, the lid being in the open position in this Figure;
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[00047] Figure 19 shows the embodiment of Figure 18, with the lid in the closed position;
[00048] Figure 20 is a side elevation of a further embodiment where the first and second planar
areas are at an angle to the lid and base, showing the open position;

[00049] Figure 21 shows the embodiment in Figure 20 in the closed position;

[00050] Figure 22 is a top plan view of a further embodiment wherein the lid is in more than one
part, showing the lid parts in the open position;

[00051] Figure 23 shows the Figure 22 embodiment with the lid parts in the closed position;
[00052] Figure 24 is a top plan view of a further embodiment, showing the open position;
[00053] Figure 25 shows the Figure 24 embodiment in the closed position;

[00054] Figure 26 shows yet a further embodiment, being a top plan view in the open position;
and

[00055] Figure 27 shows the Figure 26 embodiment in the closed position.

Detailed Description of the Drawings

[00056] Referring first to Figures 1, 2 and 3, the first embodiment of the container, designated
generally as 10, has a base 12 and a lid 14, hinged to base 12 at hinge 16. Rims 15 have ramp
portions 17.

[00057] Base 12 has upwardly extending sidewalls 18 defining an opening 20 through which
products are inserted into container 10 before lid 14 is closed. At the top end of walls 18 of base
12 are rims 22 (refer Figure 1), each of which has a ranlp portion 23.

[00058] Lid 14 in this embodiment has a first planar area 24 which, in this embodiment,
comprises virtually the whole of lid 14. The second planar area is formed by rim portion 26
which, as can be seen in Figure 1, is wider than rims 22. Ramp portion 23 is inclined upwardly

from rim 22 to rim 26.
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[00059] In the closed position, illustrated in Figure 2, first planar area 24 has mated with second
planar area - rim 26 - to form a substantially flat area in which edge 28 of lid 14 has mated with
rim 26 of base 12, chamfer 30 being formed between them, using ramp portion 23. Adhesive
label 32 is shown in place in Figure 2.

[00060] As can be seen in Figure 1, sidewalls 18 of base 12 are tapered towards floor 34, comers
36 being rounded as illustrated.

[00061] Margin 15 on lid 14 can include locking means to lock lid 14 to base 12 via rims 22.
[00062] Turning now to the second embodiment illustrated in Figures 4 to 9, the container,
designated generally as 40, has a base 42 and a separate lid 44, with upwardly extending side
walls 48 defining an opening 50 through which product may be inserted before lid 44 is closed.
Base 42 has a rim 52 with a pair of enlarged portions 56, comprising in this embodiment second
planar areas.

[00063] Lid 44 has a first planar area 54 defined by ribs 38 and edges 55.

[00064] A single label (not shown) can extend over the whole of first planar area 54 and both
second planar areas 56. Alternately, two separate labels may be used, the first covering part of
first planar area 54 and one of the adjacent second planar areas 56, while the over covers part of
first planar area 54 and the adjacent second planar area 56, leaving free central portion 46 of lid
44.

[00065] As shown in Figure 6, each of second planar areas 56 may include an aperture or recess
58. A sharp object may be inserted through a label (not shown) covering first planar area 54,
second planar area 56 and aperture 58, to tear the label through aperture 58, to assist in removing

lid 44 from base 42.
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[00066] In this embodiment, lid 44 also includes removal tabs 62, to assist in removing lid 44
from base 42.

[00067] Container 40 may include vents (not shown) and depression 64 in floor 66 of base 42, as
desired (refer Figure 8). Container 40 may also include one or more recessed portions in lid 44.
These may be included in central portion 46 or in another desired location. Itis preferred that any
such recessed portion is sealed by a label.

[00068] A third embodiment is shown in Figures 10 and 11, where container 70 has base 72
hinged to lid 74 at 16. Lid 74 is cut away at 76 and base 72 has flat portions 78. As can be seen
in Figure 11, when lid 74 is closed on base 72, cut aways 76 leave flat portions 78 exposed.
When a label 60, shown in dotted outline in Figure 11, is placed over first planar area 68 of lid
74 and over flat portion 78 (second planar areas) of base 72, lid 74 is effectively sealed to base
72. Flat portions 78 stand proud of rim 22, so that when exposed by cut-outs 76 of lid 74, first
planar area 68 is substantially co-planar with flat portions 78.

[00069] The next embodiment in Figures 12 and 13 is similar to that in Figures 10 and 11 and the
same numbers have been used to indicate the same or similar parts, with the addition of the letter
"a". Whereas in the Figure 10 and 11 embodiment the cut-away portions 76 on lid 74 were
centered in an edge of lid 74, in the Figure 12 and 13 embodiment cut-away portions 76a are
located in two opposite corners of lid 74a.

[00070] Similarly, flat portions 78a are located at comers of base 72a.

[00071] As was the case with the previous embodiment, when lid 74a is closed on base 72a, flat

portions 78a are substantially co-planar with first planar area 68a.
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[00072] The next embodiment shown in Figures 14 and 15 shows container 80 having base 82
and lid 84. Base 82 has narrow rims 22 and expanded rim 86. Expanded rim 86 includes further
portion 88 with hang sell hole 90, to enable container 80 to be displayed on a hanger.

[00073] Expanded rim 86 is designed so that, when lid 84 is closed on container 82, expanded
rim 86 is substantially co-planar with lid 84, which in this embodiment comprises the first planar
area.

[00074] As can be seen in Figure 15, label 60 can be affixed to cover the right-hand side of lid
84 and expanded rim 86.

[00075] The embodiment in Figures 16 and 17 is similar to that shown in Figures 10 and 11 and
12 and 13. The same labels will be used to designate the same or similar parts, with the addition
of the letter "b".

[00076] Container 70b has base 72b and lid 74b, hinged at 16. Cut-away 76b on lid 74b is
designed to expose flat portion 78b on base 72b in the closed position (Figure 17). Flat portion
78b stands proud of rim 22 so that first planar area 68b is substantially co-planar with flat portion
78b.

[00077] This embodiment includes lock lugs 92 designed for a friction fit into lock recesses 94
on base 72b. As can be seen from Figure 17, when label 60 is affixed, it covers not only first
planar area 68b and flat portion 78b but also lock lugs 92.

[00078] The embodiments in Figures 18 to 21 illustrate how the first and second planar areas
may be disposed at an angle to the lid and to a rim on the base.

[00079] Referring first to Figures 18 and 19, container 100 has lid 104 hinged to base 102 at 16.
Lid 104 includes extension 106 which, in use, is inclined upwardly at an obtuse angle from lid

104.
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[00080] Base 102 has rim 22 which has extension 108, in use inclined at an obtuse angle from
rim 22.

[00081] In the closed position, extension 106 is designed to mate with extension 108. Extension
106 has one or more cut-outs, similar to those already illustrated in Figures 10 to 13 or 16 and
17, so that a flat label 60 applied to extension 106 will bind extension 106 to extension 108,
exposed by the cut-out or cut-outs.

[00082] The embodiment in Figures 20 and 21 is a variation of that in Figures 18 and 19 and the
same labels will be used, with the addition of the letter "a". In this embodiment, lid 104a ends in
flat portion 106a. Rim 22 on base 102a has a downwardly extending extension 108a.

[00083] In the closed position, extension 106a mates with extension 108a along margin 98 to
provide a substantially co-planar surface 96 on which a label 60 (not shown) may be placed to
seal lid 104a to base 102a.

[00084] It will be apparent to one skilled in the art that the embodiments in Figures 18 to 21 may
be adapted to containers with separate lids. In that case, it is preferred that there are two
extensions 106 (or 106a) and two extensions 108 (or 108a).

[00085] Reference is now made to the embodiment in Figures 22 and 23. In this embodiment,
container 110 has base 112 as shown in Figure 22. However, the lid is in two parts, 114a and
114b. Lid part 114a is hinged to base 112 at 16a while lid part 114b is hinged to base 112 at
hinge 16b.

[00086] Each of lid parts 114a and 114b has a pair of cut-aways, 116a and 116b. When lid parts
114a and 114b are in the closed position as shown in Figure 23, cut-aways 116a and 116b expose
flat portions 118 on base 112. Lid parts 114a and 114b may meet or overlap in known manner,

for example as described in Australian patent specification No 2003234951, the contents of
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which are incorporated herein by reference. Nevertheless, each of lid parts 114a and 114b
provide a first planar area which is substantially co-planar with flat portion 118 on base 112. In
this way, when lid parts 114a and 114b are in the closed position, label 60 can be applied on the
substantially flat area so provided.

[00087] Referring now the embodiment in Figures 24 and 25, container 130 has base 122 hinged
to lid 124 at hinge 16. Lid 124 has diecut holes 126. Lid 124 is generally flat to provide the first
planar area.

[00088] Base 122 has formed sections 128, the top, flat part of which comprise the second planar
areas. As can be seen by Figure 25, in the closed position formed sections 128 mate with diecut
holes 126 to form a substantially flat surface. A label (not shown) may be applied to cover both
formed sections 128 and the intervening part of lid 124. Alternately, separate labels may be
applied.

[00089] The embodiment in Figures 26 to 27 is similar to that in Figures 24 to 25; however, in
container 140 in Figures 26 to 27, base 132 is separate from lid 134. In addition, there are four
diecut holes 136 and correspondingly four formed sections 138. Like the embodiment in Figures
24 and 25, when lid 134 which is of the "outside fitting" type, is placed on base 132, sections 138
protrude into diecut holes 136 to provide a substantially flat area for label application.

[00090] It will be appreciated from the various embodiments described above that the container
can be produced in a wide number of forms and that, in addition, a single form may be suitable
for application of different types of labels. Lids may be hinged or separate.

[00091] Lids may be substantially flat or they may be shaped, with ridges, ribs, domes as non-
limiting examples of shaping. Especially in the case of substantially flat lids, these may be

designed to mate with the base so that the second planar area or areas can appear on, for

13

Ex.1002 / Page 350 of 371
Hartmann US Inc. et al



example, opposing sides of the lid, opposing comers of the lid or on one side of the lid, opposite
the hinge. In the case of a lid which is a dual lid, with two hinges, the second planar areas may be
on two opposing sides (viewing the closed lid in plain view), or on four comers, for example.
[00092] In the case of a separate lid, once again viewing the container in plain view in the closed
position, the second planar areas may be in each of four comers, on two opposing sides, on two
diagonal comers, around all four sides or separately on each of four sides. These are a selection
only of possible combinations. Others will be apparent to one skilled in the art.

Industrial Applicability

[00093] The container can be adapted to any currently known container design, whether having a
single lid or a multi-part lid. The embodiments allow for manual or high speed automatic closure
and flat, self-adhesive label application providing tamper evidence, while at the same time
employing a minimum number of moving parts.

[00094] The container can offer important tamper evidence capabilities while maintaining
minimal obstruction of vision through the container lid. For certain applications, the container
will also allow alternate graphic methods to be successfully used, such as pre-printing, branding
and nutritional information onto the lid area, thus reducing label requirements to a smaller, basic

tamper evident label only.
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Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | CONTAINER BASE AND LID WITH PLANAR AREA FOR FLAT APPLICATION OF ADHESIVE MEMBRANE

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76.

This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application.

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2:

[ Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to
37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.}

Inventor Information:

Remove
Inventor |1

Legal Name
Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
‘ El 'Vlaun'ce Poseph Paul Il'abone ‘ El
Residence Information (Select One) US Residency ® Non US Residency Active US Military Service
City |Moorebank | country of Residence | pU |

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 B3 Stockton Avenue

Address 2

City | [Moorebank | state/Province | |

Postal Code | Nsw 2170 | Countryi | )AU

All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be

generated within this form by selecting the Add button.

Correspondence Information:

Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below.
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a).

[ ] An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application.

Customer Number POST75H

Email Address patdocketing@millemash.com | | Add Email ] [Remove Email

Application Information:

Title of the Invention EMBRANE

Attorney Docket Number| 408889-0004 Small Entity Status Claimed [X

Application Type Nonprovisional v
Subject Matter | Hility -
Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) 7 Suggested Figure for Publication (if any)
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L Attorney Docket Number | 408889-0004
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | CONTAINER BASE AND LID WITH PLANAR AREA FOR FLAT APPLICATION OF ADHESIVE MEMBRANE

Filing By Reference:

Only complete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 US.C. 111(c) and 37 CFR 1.57(a). Do not complete this section if
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be
provided in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e., “Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information” and “Foreign Priority Information”).

For the purposes of a filing date under 37 CFR 1.53(b), the description and any drawings of the present application are replaced by this
reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a).

Application number of the previously Filing date {YYYY-MM-DD) Intellectual Property Authority or Country N
filed application

Publication Information:

[] Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219)

Request Not to Publish. | hereby request that the attached application not be published under

35 U.S.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the
subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires
publication at eighteen months after filing.

Representative Information:

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of atiorney in the application. Providing
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of attorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32).

Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer
Number will be used for the Representative Information during processing.

Please Select One: ® Customer Number US Patent Practitioner (O Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9)
Customer Number DO575

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information:

This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, 365(c), or 386(c) or indicate
National Stage entry from a PCT application. Providing benefit claim information in the Application Data Sheet constitutes
the specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78.

When referring to the current application, please leave the “Application Number” field blank.

Prior Application Status | Pending - Remove
Filing or 371(c) Date
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)

[Continuation of 15656623 2017-07-21

4
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Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | CONTAINER BASE AND LID WITH PLANAR AREA FOR FLAT APPLICATION OF ADHESIVE MEMBRANE

Prior Application Status If-\bandoned -
Filing or 371(c) Date
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
15656623 Continuation of ~j 12449556 2009-08-12
Prior Application Status | [Expired -
Filing or 371(c) Date
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
12449556 B 371 of international -] PCTAU2008000173 Lr008-02-12

Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form

by selecting the Add button.

Foreign Priority Information:

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet
constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55. When priority is claimed to a foreign application
that is eligible for retrieval under the pricrity document exchange program (PDX)I the information will be used by the Office to
automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55({i){(1) and (2). Under the PDX program, applicant bears the ultimate
responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual
property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority application is filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1.55(g)}1).

Remove
Application Number Countryi Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Codei (if applicable)
poor902246 pu po07-04-30
Remove
Application Number Countryi Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Codei (if applicable)
poo7900654 pu poo7-02-12
Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the
Add button. Add

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition
Applications

This application (1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and (2) also

contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March
[] 16, 2013.

NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March

16, 2013, will be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.
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Application Number

Title of Invention | CONTAINER BASE AND LID WITH PLANAR AREA FOR FLAT APPLICATION OF ADHESIVE MEMBRANE

Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access:

When this Application Data Sheet is properly sighed and filed with the application, applicant has provided written
authority to permit a participating foreign intellectual property (IP) office access to the instant application-as-filed (see
paragraph A in subsection 1 below) and the European Patent Office (EPQO) access to any search results from the instant
application (see paragraph B in subsection 1 below).

Should applicant choose not to provide an authorization identified in subsection 1 helow, applicant must opt-out of the
authorization by checking the corresponding box A or B or both in subsection 2 below.

NOTE: This section of the Application Data Sheet is ONLY reviewed and processed with the INITIAL filing of an
application. After the initial filing of an application, an Application Data Sheet cannot be used to provide or rescind
authorization for access by a foreign IP office(s). Instead, Form PTO/SB/39 or PTO/SB/69 must be used as appropriate.

1. Authoerization to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Priority Document Exchange (PDX) - Unless box A in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked, the
undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPQO), the Japan Patent Office
(JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of
China (SIP0O), the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and any other foreign intellectual property office
participating with the USPTO in a bilateral or multilateral priority document exchange agreement in which a foreign
application claiming priority to the instant patent application is filed, access to: (1) the instant patent application-as-filed
and its related bibliographic data, (2) any foreign or domestic application to which priority or benefit is claimed by the
instant application and its related biblicgraphic data, and (3) the date of filing of this Authorization. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)

().

B. Search Results from U.S. Application to EPO - Unless box B in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked,
the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the EPO access to the bibliographic data and search
results from the instant patent application when a European patent application claiming priority to the instant patent
application is filed. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)(2).

The applicant is reminded that the EPO’s Rule 141(1) EPC (European Patent Convention) requires applicants to submit a
copy of search results from the instant application without delay in a European patent application that claims priority to
the instant application.

2_ Opt-Out of Authorizations to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s}

A. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to permit a participating foreign IP office access to the instant
[] application-as-filed. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing a participating foreign IP office with
any documents and information identified in subsection 1A above.

B. Applicant DOES NOT authocrize the USPTO to transmit to the EPO any search results from the instant patent
[] application. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing the EPO with search results from the instant
application.
NOTE: Once the application has published or is otherwise publicly available, the USPTO may provide access to the
application in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14.
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Application Number

Title of Invention | CONTAINER BASE AND LID WITH PLANAR AREA FOR FLAT APPLICATION OF ADHESIVE MEMBRANE

Applicant Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR
to have an assignment recorded by the Office.

Applicant }

If the applicant is the inventor (or the remaining jeint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed.
The information to be provided in this section is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person
who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. If the applicant is an
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 {assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be

identified in this section.

Assignee Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 Joint Inventor

Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventor is:

R

Name of the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor:

If the Applicant is an Organization check here. ]

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

] | i

Mailing Address Information For Applicant:

Address 1

Address 2

City State/Province
Countr;) ‘ Postal Code
Phone Number Fax Number
Email Address

Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button.

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title
37 of CFR to have an assignment recorded by the Office.
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Application Number

Title of Invention | CONTAINER BASE AND LID WITH PLANAR AREA FOR FLAT APPLICATION OF ADHESIVE MEMBRANE

Assignee (1

Complete this section if assignee information, including non-applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent
application publication. An assignee-applicant identified in the "Applicant Information" section will appear on the patent application
publication as an applicant. For an assignee-applicant, complete this section only if identification as an assignee is also desired on the
patent application publication.

If the Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee is an Organization check here. []
Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

] | i

Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee:

Address 1

Address 2

City I State/Province
Countryi I Postal Code
Phone Number | Fax Number

Email Address

Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by
selecting the Add button.

Signature:

NOTE: This Application Data Sheet must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33(b). However, if this Application
Data Sheet is submitted with the INITIAL filing of the application and either box A or B is not checked in
subsection 2 of the “Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access” section, then this form must
also be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(c).

This Application Data Sheet must be signed by a patent practitioner if one or more of the applicants is a juristic
entity (e.g., corporation or association). If the applicant is two or more joint inventors, this form must be signed by a
patent practitioner, all joint inventors who are the applicant, or one or more joint inventor-applicants who have been given
power of attorney (e.g., see USPTO Form PTO/AIA/81) on behalf of all joint inventor-applicants.

See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for the manner of making signatures and certifications.

Signature [{Julie L. Reed/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD)| [2019-03-21
First Name Pulie L. Last Name | Feed Registration Number 5349
Additional Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button.
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Application Number
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.5.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application data
sheet form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the attached form related to a patent
application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information
is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.5. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of
the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy
Act (5 U.SC. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of
Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative
tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom
the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for the information in order to perform
a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.5.C.
552a{m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use,
to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organizaticn, pursuant to the Patent CooperationTreaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181)
and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or his/her designee, during an
inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
programs, under authority of 44 1.5.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of
records for this purpose, and any other relevant {i.e., GS5A or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C.
122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use,
to the pubilic if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes
aware of a violation or potential viclation of law or regulation.
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