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union | universal

unrion (yson’ysn) n. 1. a. The act of uniting or the state of
being united. b. A combination so formed, esp. an alliance
or confederation of persons, parties, or political entities for
mutual interest or benefit: “/ projected and drew a plan for
the union of all the colonies under one government” (B. Frank-
lin). 2. Symbol U Math. A set, every member of which is an
element of one or another of two or more given sets.
3. Agreement resulting from an alliance; concord. 4. a. The
state of matrimony; marriage. b. Sexual intercourse. 5. a. A
combination of parishes for joint administration of relief for
the poor in Britain. b. A workhouse maintained by such a
union. 6. A labor union. 7. A coupling device for connect-
ing parts, such as pipes or rods. 8. A device on a flag or
ensign, occupying the upper inner corner or the entire field,
that signifies the union of two or more sovereignties.
9. Union. a. An organization at a college or university that
provides facilities for recreation. b. A building housing such
facilities. 10. Union. The United States of America, esp.
during the Civil War. —modifier: the union movement. [ME
< OFr. < LLat. unio < Lat. unus, one.]

union catalog n. A library catalog combining in alphabeti-
cal sequence the contents of a number of catalogs or the
contents of more than one library.

un-ion+ism (y&on’ya-niz’am) n. 1. The principle or theory of
forming a union. 2. The principles, theory, or system of a
union, esp. a trade union. 3. Unionism. Loyalty to the Fed-
eral Government during the Civil War. —un’ion-ist n.

un-ionrize (ydon'ys-niz’) v. -ized, -iz-ing, -iz-es. —r. 1. To
organize into a labor union. 2. To cause to join a labor
union. —intr. To organize or join a labor union. —un’ion-i-
za'tion n.

union jack n 1.A flag consisting entirely of a union.
2. Union Jack. The flag of the United Kingdom.

union label n. An identifying mark attached to a product
indicating it has been produced by members of a trade
union.

union shop 7. A business or industrial establishment whose
employees are required to be union members or to agree to
join the union within a specified time after being hired.

union suit 7. Undershirt and underpants combined in a sin-
gle garment.

urnip-a-rous (y6o-nip’ar-as) adj. 1. Producing only one off-
spring at a time. 2. Having produced only one offspring.
3. Bor. Forming a single axis at each branching, as certain
flower clusters.

u-ni*persson-al (y60o'ni-piir'se-nal) adj. Being manifested as
or existent in the form of only one person: a unipersonal
spirit,

urnipla-nar (y6o'ni-pla‘nar, -nir’) adj. Situated or occurring
in one plane.

usni*porlar (y6o'ni-pd’ler) adj. Having, acting by means of,
or produced by a single pole.

u-nique (y6o-nék’) adj. 1. Being the only one of its kind;
sole. 2. Being without an equal or equivalent; unparalleled.
[Fr. < Lat. unicus, sole < unus, one.] —u-nique’ly adv. —u-
nique’ness n.

Usage: Traditional grammarians are uncompromising
in the insistence that unique is an “absolute” term—either
something is unique or it isn’t—so that it does not allow
qualification of degree. The vast majority of the Usage
Panel finds unacceptable such uses as are found in the ad-
vertising claim “Omaha’s most unique restaurant is now even
more unique,” whose author might have avoided the scorn of
the grammarians if he had used instead a word like unusual
or remarkable. Like other absolute words such as chief and
unanimous, however, unique can be modified by words like
almost and nearly.

urni-sex (yoo'ni-séks’) n. The elimination or absence of sex-
ual distinctions, esp. in dress. —adj. 1. Not distinguished or
distinguishable on the basis of sex: unisex hair styles. 2. De-
signed for or suitable to both males and females: unisex
clothing.

urnirsex-u-al (y6o'ni-sék’shéo-2l) adj. 1. Of only one sex.
2. Having only one type of sexual organ. 3. Bot. Having
either stamens or pistils but not both. 4. Unisex. —u’ni
sex'u-al'ity n. —u'ni-sex’u-al-ly adv.

urnitson (y6o'ni-san, -zan) n. 1. a. Identity of musical pitch;
the interval of a perfect prime. b. The combination of musi-
cal parts at the same pitch or in octaves. 2. The act or an
instance of speaking of the same words simultaneously by
two or more speakers. 3. An instance of agreement; con-
cord. —idiom. in unison. In complete agreement; harmo-
nizing exactly. [OFr. < Med. Lat. unisonus, in unison : Lat.
unus, one + Lat. sonus, sound.]

urnit (yoo'nit) #. 1. An individual, group, structure, or other
entity regarded as an elementary structural or functional
constituent of a whole. 2. A group regarded as a distinct
entity within a larger group. 3. a. A mechanical part or
module. b. An entire apparatus or the equipment that per-
forms a specific function. 4. A precisely specified quantity
in terms of which the magnitudes of other quantities of the
same kind can be stated. 5. A fixed amount of scholastic
study used as a basis for calculating academic credits, usu-
ally measured in hours of classroom instruction or labora-

tory work. 6. The number immediately to the left of the
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decimal point in the Arabic numeral system. [Back-forms
tion from UNITY.]

U-nistar-i-an (y60'ni-tar’é-an) n. 1. A monotheist who rejess
the doctrine of the Trinity. 2. A member of a Christas =
denomination that rejects the doctrine -of the Trinity aa8
emphasizes freedom and tolerance in religious belief and 8 5
autonomy of each congregation. —adj. Of, pertaining to.&
supporting the Unitarians or their beliefs. [< NLat. unitass
< Lat. unitas, unity < unus, one.] —U’ni-tar’i-an-ism n.

u-ni-tary (y6o'ni-t&r'é) adj. 1. Of or pertaining to a wss
2. Having the nature of a unit; whole. 3. Based on or chas
acterized by -one or more units.

urnite (yGo-nit’) v. -nit-ed, -nitring, -nites. —. 1. To b
together so as to form a whole. 2. To combine (peoplel s
interest, attitude, or action: “The ancient schools. of philsss
phy were bodies -of men united by a common spirit” (WSS
Ross). 3. To join (a couple) in marriage. 4. To cause to &
here. 5. To have or demonstrate in combination: He usis
commion sense with vision. —intr. 1. To become or seem
become joined, formed, or combined into a unit. 2. To}
and act together in a common purpose or endeavor. &
be or become bound together by adhesion. [ME unites
LLat. unire < Lat. unus, one.] 4

United Church of Christ n. A Protestant denomi
founded in 1957 by a merger of the Congregational
tian Church and the Evangelical and Reformed Church

United Methodist Church n. A Protestant church fo
in 1968 by the union of the Methodist Church and
Evangelical United Brethren.

United Nations pl.n. (used with a sing. or pl. verb). An in
national organization comprising most of the countries
the world, formed in 1945 to promote: peace; security.
economic development.

United Nations Trust Territory n. A trust territory.

United States pi.n. (used with a sing. or pl. verb). A I
ation of states, esp. one forming a nation within a defiss
specified territory: politicians who proposed a United
of Africa.

u-ni-tive (y6o'ni-ti
or serving to unite.

urnitsize (yoo'ni-tiz’) tr.v. -ized, -iz-ing, -iz-es. To sep

,or package in discrete units.

unit pricing n. The pricing of goods on the basis of cost
unit of measure.

unit rule . In a Democratic Party national conventis
rule that a state’s entire vote must go to the candidate
ferred by the majority of that state’s delegates.

urnisty (y6o'ni-té) n.; pl. -ties. 1. The state of being one:
gleness. 2. The state, quality, or condition of accoss
agreement; concord. 3. a. The combination or arrange
of parts into.a whole; unification. b. A combinati
union thus formed. 4. a. An ordering of all elements
work of art or literature so that each contributes to a us
aesthetic effect. b. The effect thus produced. 5. Si
or constancy of purpose or action; continuity. 6.
a. The number 1. b. An element / in a groupoid sats
x+I = x = I'x for each x in the groupoid. 7. One of

principles of dramatic composition derived from Ariss

Poetics, based upon unity of time, action, and place

stating that a drama should have but one plot, the acs

which should be contained within one day and confis
one locality. [ME unite < OFr. <Lat. unitas < unus:
Synonyms: unity, union, solidarity, homogeneity.
nouns refer to the condition of oneness in some sense
are not always interchangeable, however. Unity is the &
condition of being one; in most-contexts it implies
mental agreement of interdependent and usually
components; which in: turn produces harmony,
thought, purpose, or artistic quality. Union is interd
able with the preceding term when both refer to ha
concord; but union more often refers to the act of § .
persons or things and to the product that results, such
organization of persons, a political body, or a ma:
its most common application, solidarity is an intensifis
of unity, for it refers to the identity or likeness of in¥
objectives, and responsibilities that enables a group
sons to think and act as one. Homogeneity involves &
in the sense of uniformity of overall structure or ¢
resulting from likeness or compatibility of compones

U-ni*vac (y6o’ne-vik’). A trademark for a general-s
digital computer. e

urni-va-lent (y6o'ni-va’lant) adj. Chem. 1. Having ¥
2. Having only one valence. —n. Genetics. An
chromosome.

usni-valve (y6o’ni-valv’) n. 1. A mollusk, esp. a ga
having a single shell. 2. The shell of a univalve
~—ad). ‘Pertaining to or having a univalve shell.

u-nirverssal (y60'na-viir'sal) adj. 1. Of, pertaining
tending to, or affecting the entire world or all wis

A

0-ni’-) adj. Tending to promote

%= 2. Archaic. Unpolis]
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.klnks; make straight.
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~ == unknit or undone,
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the range of humar

wknow’asble n. —un-k
gv.

mow-ing (iin-nd';
ing-lygag ool
OWn  (in-ndn’) adj.
ot identified or asc
ed. —n. 1. One that is
unknown numerical

y.
oored (un-1a’bard) adj.

effortless. 2. No!) til{a
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* or undo the lace or Ia
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4 cargo) from a ship., 2,
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world; worldwide. 2. Including, pertaining to, or & s (Un-lash’) 77.y. -lasheq

all members of the class or group under consideras

hing of; loose.

universal skepticism of philosophers. 3. Applicable & “ch (Un-lich’) v. -latched

mon to all purposes, conditions, or situations. 4. OF
taining to the universe or cosmos; cosmic. 5. Comp
or many subjects; comprehensively broad. 6. Ad
adjustable to many sizes or mechanical uses. 7. Logic

A pat/ a pay / ar care / 4 father / b bib / ch church / d deed / & pet / & be / f fife / g gag / h hat / hw which / T pit / 1 pie
j judge / k kick /1 lid, needle / m mum / n no, sudden / ng thing/ 6 pot / 0 toe /-6 paw, for / oi noise / ou out / 60 took - &
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‘N or open by releasing
ed or opened.
“ful (un-16'fal) adj. 1.

:. Used of offspring. —
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